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SMC grad student pens book about
gang violence, revenge

Author Darrion Theodore Carlyle Photo provided

By John T. Miller

While many young writers finish a new book
and languish away trying to find a publisher,
Darrion Theodore Carlyle, a Saint Mary's College
graduate student, jumped that hurdle by form-
ing his own company.

His first piece of fiction, “Down By the
Creek,” published by Carlyle Enterprises, is an
account of a young black male growing up amid
gangs, insecurities, peer pressure and family
responsibilities.

A synopsis of the book can be found on his
website: “After an act of gun violence, Don Wei-
land’s older sister dies. As Weiland tries to cope
with this loss in a promising new environment,
his old friends pressure him into joining a gang
in order to get revenge on those who killed his
sister.” Carlyle lost a close relative when he was
16, so he understands the grief of a tragic death.

The author uses two different fonts in
telling his story: one is the first-person voice of
the younger Dontae, while the other is the high
school version of the same person, although he
now goes by Don. It would require a “spoiler
alert” to tell you why. Carlyle also breaks con-
vention by telling the elder's version in third
person, but occasionally switches to first person
"in order to get the reader in the character's
shoes," he explains.

The writing is a little rough at times, with
much of the dialogue in street slang, but some of
the ensemble scenes with his “homies” ring true
to life and sparkle with action and dialogue.

The high school Don attends corresponds to
the medicine-based magnet school Carlyle at-

tended in Compton. The fictionalized Stevenson
High is a magnet school for art.

“There was a lot of gang stuff around my
school; Compton was known for it,” says Carlyle,
who renames the town Avalon for his story.
“The school did a good job of keeping every-
thing in focus. I didn't appreciate it when I was
young but they did a lot for me and prepared
me for college.”

The book was cathartic for Carlyle, as he
wrestled with issues of depression, grief and
suicidal thoughts throughout his young adult-
hood. “Looking at my thoughts on the page
through the characters I created allowed me to
really see how I was feeling. Writing the book
felt like it gave my life purpose.”

Carlyle was born in Carson — a suburb of
Los Angeles - to Jamaican immigrant parents
who provided a nurturing upbringing. His
mother was an English teacher and his father,
an officer with the LAPD, taught him a healthy
work ethic, especially through his hobby of
gardening.

“There's a lot of tree references in the
book,” says Carlyle. “Planting a seed and watch-
ing it grow taught me how to nurture some-
thing. That process is a lot like writing my
book.”

Carlyle majored in English with a minor in
Philosophy at UC Riverside. He wrote the book
while substitute teaching in Los Angeles. Cur-
rently, he is working on his master's in creative
writing at SMC, and substitutes in the Acalanes
Union High School District. He is currently
working on a collection of short stories and a
short film, both of which should be complete in
the summer of 2019.

Carlyle participated in last year's Spring
Author Fest at Campolindo High School to talk
about his writing, education and inspiration.
According to the school's librarian Sarah Mor-
gan, “The students were especially interested in
him as he is young and relatable. They learned
that if you find your passion, you can pursue it
with specialized schooling and lots of practice.”

“It was my mother's idea to start a publish-
ing company for my book and others, so we
looked it up and figured out how to do it,” says
Carlyle. “So far we've published four other au-
thor's work. It's exciting because you can also
help many other people.” The family-run busi-
ness is called Carlyle Enterprises.

In order to publish, he talks to the author
and they edit together. “It's helpful because the
author is able to see how their book is working.”
The company does cover art, font style, artistic
details, and registers it with the Library of
Congress.

One of his favorite expressions, which
serves as a banner on the website is: “Art is
healing, art is expression, and art is communi-
cation.” Deeply spiritual, Carlyle's personal ad-
vice is to “put faith in God and follow your
dreams.”

So far, Carlyle has donated many hooks to
high schools, libraries and book clubs along
with sales.

Info: For more information on purchasing, or to find out about the publishing side, go to

http://carlyleenterprises.com/down-by-the-creek/.
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PAMPER YOUR PET

aft LaMorinda’s premiere dog boarding service
i and day care. We offer daytime and
o overnight services for dogs in a
spacious, private loving home.
Your dog will romp and play
or relax and lounge in our
— kennel free home environment.
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(925) 297-5905

gina@littleredbarnpetprosbedandbarkfast.com
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All In One HouseKeeping

No Time to Clean Your House! No Problem - We can do it
for You! We are the most reliable House Cleaning Service
with the best rates and the best customer satisfaction.
We are friendly and highly professional to exceed your
expectations.
There is No Task we cannot do:
Residential - Commercial | Regular and Deep Cleaning
Move Out or Move In | Party Cleaning, Window Cleaning

The Ultimate Guide to our Housekeeping Service:

The Kitchen: Dishwasher and Appliances | Take out Trash
Kitchen Sink | Stove | Microwave | Countertop [TV Stand and Shelf
Dust Base Boards | The Living Room: Dusting | Wipe
Upholstery | Couch | Dust Base Boards | Remove cobwebs

More than 20 Years Experience

Call for Free Estimate

925-949-9819
Allinonehousekeeping925@gmail.com

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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City’s Proclamation in Support of
Rotary and New Day for Children

From left: Niroop Srivatsa, New Day for Children
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Spring is almost here, let’s
make more room in your house

Local resident turns your cars into cash

Do you have a Car, Truck, RV, Motor
Home, Boat, jet ski, Motorcycle.

Paid or not?
Let my 40 years of experience help you
to turn it into cash on the spot. We
can tow it away free of charge to give
you your space back.
We are local and with one phone call, I
could turn your unused vehicle into
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

Please call- (510)461-1550

representative, Terry Ring, Nancy Hobbs and Mary Lou Till.

Submitted by Jeff
Heyman

Last week, Lafayette interim
City Manager Niroop Srivatsa
presented the Rotary Club of
Lafayette with the city coun-
cil’s proclamation recognizing
Rotary’s partnership with New
Day for Children, an Alamo-
based organization that strives
to meet the unique needs of
rescued girls who have been
sex-trafficked, combining
shelter, education and therapy
to lift the girls out of their des-
perate circumstances. The
mayor also proclaimed March
23 as Human Trafficking

Awareness Day in the city of
Lafayette. That date coincides
with a fundraising event that
Rotary is holding to support
New Day’s work.

The Rotary Club’s event,
Swing to Freedom, is being
held at Oakwood Athletic Club
on March 23. The goal is to
raise $100,000 for New Day to
help girls, ages 10-18, who are
rescued from sex-trafficking in
Alameda and Contra Costa
counties, as well as from
across the United States. Tick-
ets cost $175. Opportunities for
corporate sponsorship are also
available. Please contact Mary
Lou Till for more information
and tickets at (925) 212-4546.

Lafayette, CA
(925) 385-0562

elizabeth@doingcollege.com
www.doingcollege.com

|s There a Future Doctor in the House?

Comprehensive and Personalized Counseling Services
25 Years of Experience in Graduate and Professional School Admissions

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Founder, Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School Admissions Services
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