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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

Petal power

Although some people are allergic, Acacia trees explode with color.
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* C(Clean up existing plant beds by removing
overgrown plants. Rake the leaves, adding
them to your compost pile. This will make
everything look neat and organized, and will
allow your beautiful bushes and colorful
petals to bask in all of their glory.

*  Prune shrubs. Keep to a natural shape,
avoiding turning them into a ball or square
shape. Overgrown shrubs can invade
walkways and patios as my boxwoods were
doing. When pruned and tamed they look

classic and sophisticated, making a simple
dressing for your yard and garden.

* Trim tree branches that hang too low and
create hazards. A low tree branch not only
gets in the way of walkways, it also poses the
risk of falling, hitting or scratching someone.
Low tree branches also serve as fire ladders
helping to flame a blaze.

* Create a welcoming entrance with a
couple of large containers filled with
multihued plants. One of my peach trees is in
a pot and it is blooming now. Bright colors
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are fun and inviting, and having them placed
at the entrance makes guests feel welcome.
Containers filled with living greens create
the statement that your home is well kept
and cared for.

* Herbs cascading from a raised bed or a
pot located outside your kitchen are
utilitarian. My rosemary spills over a nearby
wall and I have parsley, sage, and chervil
ready for snipping to add to my culinary
concoctions.
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