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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

... continued from Page D16

» Ifyou plan to stay in your home for at least five years, consider
adding a tree or two for significant impact. Bright saffron colored
Acacia trees are blooming now and when their blooms are
finished, the gray leaves offer intense interest. Trees keep homes
cooler in the summer and offer you a place to rest in the shade.
Before you purchase a tree, do your homework. Know how large
the tree will get at maturity. Ask about its growing habits, root
system, water consumption, flowers and/or fruits. You don’t want
to block views or have too much shadow for you or your neighbors.
If you like to grow your own fruit, you can create a personal
orchard with all of your favorites. With fruiting trees, yow’ll enjoy
both flowers in spring and a crop to harvest. Plums and peach
bloom this month. Cherry trees are filled with swollen buds.

* Check out seed packets at your local nursery. Do you want to
have a wildflower garden? Attract pollinators like butterflies and
bees? Plant a cutting garden? Seeds are relatively inexpensive and
by scattering you’ll breathe excitement into your landscape. Make
sure to read the instructions carefully as some seeds must soak
overnight or be scratched before planting, a step you can’t afford to
miss.

* On steep slopes, planting Pride of Madeira is a smart choice. It
likes full sun, needs minimal water, if any, grows tall and wide, and
produces beautiful clusters of purple-blue spikes inviting
pollinators to visit. This Mediterranean favorite is deer resistant and does reseed. Plant at the back of your garden and make sure you have
enough space for it as it matures into a very large specimen. Wear gloves when handling as the leaves can irritate skin.

» Install mulch to prevent weeds, retain moisture, and regulate temperature. A cool product that is worth investigating is called
Landscape Rubber Mulch.

* Dress your landscape with ornamental grasses, bulbs and colorful annuals for a designer’s touch. Primroses and pansies mixed into a
border are especially pretty. I tuck bulbs into my beds all year long in anticipation of a stellar surprise every month of the year.

* Add a bench, table, and loungers to key areas. As the sun rises and crosses the horizon, I like knowing that I can relax in different areas
of my garden or enjoy a picnic outside in nature. Sitting spots make a garden more inviting and friendly.

* Birdbaths and fountains are essential elements to a balanced landscape offering a place to drink and splash for our feathered friends. If
you have room, a pond with a recirculating pump adds an atmosphere of Zen.

* For additional elegance and privacy, install a trellis, gazebo, gate, or pergola and plant climbers such as the trumpet vine, clematis or a
fragrant climbing rose.

* Last chance to prune grapevines and fall bearing fruit trees such as apple and pears.

» With rain showers still on the horizon, be prepared for blossoms and petals to be knocked to the ground. I collect the stalks and blooms
that have been pummeled to create fashionable and pretty indoor arrangements.

* Continue to pick up the fallen camellia blossoms until there are no camellias left on your shrub or tree.
* Getready for St. Patrick’s Day on March 17 by going green and buying a pot of shamrocks (Oxalis) for the table.

Gardens are set to explode with color as petals open to engage us in the forthcoming season of rebirth. The final days of winter have
arrived and soon the warm breath of spring will empower us to start digging deeper.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing,



