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Miramonte girls soccer NorCal champions!

By John T. Miller

The Miramonte girls soccer team swept through the
NorCal tournament to claim the championship,
beating El Camino of Sacramento 2-0 before a home
crowd March 2.

The Matadors got second half goals from Alison
Whipple and Jordan Goularte while controlling the
tempo of the game, outshooting El Camino 15-3. The

Advertising

match was played in a light drizzle on a soggy field.

Unlike other sports such as football and basket-
ball, there are no state playoffs for soccer. According
to head coach Barry McQuain, this may be Mira-
monte's first ever NorCal state championship.

"It was very sweet to be able to win on our
home field with about 300 supporters cheering us
on," said McQuain. "Perhaps in the near future the
C.L.F. may allow a California playoff. That would be

a great game."

Miramonte earned the home field advantage by
knocking off the No. 1 seed Liberty Ranch of Galt in
the semifinals 3-2. Down 1-0 in the second half, Sab-
rina Grant scored their first goal on a header off a
corner kick assist by Jordan Goularte. Taylor
Walthall added two more goals on assists by Grant
and Isabel Fine to secure the victory.

... continued on Page Al11
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a flat lot with spacious, private backyard.
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Evans Traxinger [
Realtor '

925-305-8677
CalBRE# 01828901

Joan Evans

Fabulous MCC rental, detached single level 2 BR/2 BA plus office,
with private, fenced yard. $4200/mo.

Realtor

925-260-7555
CalBRE# 01168111
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SMC student honored by MOFD for heroic lifesaving efforts

By Nick Marnell

Courtney Newton rarely visits the
Moraga Starbucks, but one 57-year-
old man is undoubtedly grateful that
she did the afternoon of Jan. 27.

As the Saint Mary’s College
student studied with her roommate in
the coffee shop, a woman ran inside,
asking if anyone knew CPR. Newton,
recently recertified for CPR by the
American Heart Association,
responded immediately and ran to the
outdoor patio.

She saw a man collapsed on the
ground, bleeding from his mouth. His
face had turned blue. He was
unresponsive. “I yelled for one of the
15 or so people around me to call
911,” Newton said, as she scanned the
man’s prone body and flipped him
over on his back. She began
compressions and using her CPR
pocket mask, she administered three
rounds of CPR before emergency
responders from the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District arrived, less than
two-and-one-half minutes after
dispatch. The crew took over and

Photo Dennis Rein, MOFD

Courtney Newton speaks at the Feb. 20 MOFD board meeting. Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker and President Steven Danziger look on.
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used a Lucas device to deliver
consistent, uninterrupted chest
compressions. The patient was taken
to the hospital and is expected to fully
recover.

“Unequivocally, her actions
helped save the man’s life,” said
MOFD Capt. Brian Oliver, who
directed the crew at the scene. “It’s
fantastic when someone responds to
the moment. It takes a high degree of
courage, and her actions were
commendable.”

Commendable to the degree that
the MOFD board of directors publicly
recognized Newton at its Feb. 20
district meeting, issuing a
proclamation honoring Newton’s
lifesaving efforts. “When I received
the report about this call, the crew
obviously relayed the competency
with which you provided the care,”
Fire Chief Dave Winnacker said to
Newton. “But they mentioned over
and over again the calmness with
which you approached the scene. So,
we’re hiring!”

... continued on Page A9
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Focus groups form to tackle age-friendliness of Lafayette

Photo Pippa Fisher

The Don Tatzin Community Hall was packed with people brainstorming ways to improve
options for senior inclusion within the city.

which Lafayette could im-
prove as a livable city to allow
the full inclusion of people of
all ages and abilities, particu-
larly older adults.

AARP California Associate
State Director Rafi Nazarians
flew in from Southern Cali-

fornia to present the city with
a framed proclamation of
Lafayette’s commitment to
become an Age-Friendly
Community under the criteria
established by AARP and the
World Health Organization,
and stating that Lafayette has

By Pippa Fisher

The room was filled to capac-
ity for the Feb. 20 Age-
Friendly Community Kickoff
event as residents came to-
gether to brainstorm ways in

been accepted as a member of
the AARP Network of Age-
Friendly Communities.

One by one, speakers in-
troduced the eight domains of
livability. These speakers will
be leading focus groups over
the next few weeks to exam-
ine the following areas (do-
mains): outdoor spaces and
buildings, transportation,
housing, social participation,
respect and social inclusion,
work and civic engagement,
communication and informa-
tion, and community and
health services.

For a 30-minute period
the room was filled with
chatter and laughter too as
the community grappled with
the prompted questions:
What do you love about
Lafayette? What are the cur-
rent age-friendly needs, and
what age-friendly needs do
you foresee for the future?
With suggestions ranging
from the need for better
transportation options to
longer walk times on crossing
lights, ideas were shared and
recorded and will be assigned
to the relevant domain over
the next few weeks as smaller
focus groups meet and work
on the next steps.

Lafayette Senior Services
Coordinator Maureen Neu-
mann was pleased with the

strong turnout. “I was thrilled
to see so many join us at the
kickoff to have their voices
heard. Excellent ideas,
thoughts and suggestions
were shared, many of which
will hopefully be included in
the end result: an action
plan,” she said.

Mayor Cam Burks was
delighted with the event too,
saying that the event repre-
sented the truly remarkable
character and spirit of the
city. “It was an amazing suc-
cess with an absolutely
packed room filled with com-
munity members who imme-
diately rolled up their sleeves
and dove right in to develop-
ing scope, strategies, ideas
and approaches to improve
the eight Domains of Livabil-
ity in Lafayette.”

Burks noted that the
leadership of the senior ser-
vices commission was extra-
ordinary, saying “I'm grateful
to Chair Terry Black and
every one of our volunteer
commissioners and city staff
members for the profound
impact they are making.
Something very special hap-
pened in that room on
Wednesday and it made me
more proud of Lafayette than
I've ever been.”

No imminent plans to build on Lafayette BART-owned land

By Pippa Fisher ment to work with local offi- quested that assurance in
cials on rezoning and gave as-  writing.

The city council kept the pos- surances that there are no Following the passage of

sibility of development on plans to develop the land state Assembly Bill 2923,

currently.

Mayor Cam Burks ex-
plained that during his earlier
phone conversation with
BART General Manager Grace
Crunican and Thorne-Lyman
he received that same assur-
ance and that he had re-

which was signed into law last
year and became effective as
of Jan. 1, Lee explained BART
is now mandated to imple-
ment it. The bill is designed
with the intent of easing the
housing crisis in the Bay Area
by development of high-

BART-owned property firmly
on its radar at the Feb. 25
meeting, hearing from BART
Transit Oriented Development
Manager Abby Thorne-Lyman
and BART Department Man-
ager Rodd Lee, who reaf-
firmed the agency’s commit-

Kurt Piper Group
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Luxury Listings

60 Melody Lane

3 Honey Hill Court

KURT PIPER
925.818.8000
Kurt@Kurtpipergroup.com
kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308

- 25 Years of Real Estate Experience
- Top 1% Production Greater East Bay
- 650+ Transactions Closed to Date

- Knowledgeable-Insightful-Committed
- Hundreds of Happy Clients

SOLD $5,500,000 ACTIVE $3,100,000 -

19 Bel Air Drive 35 Candle Terrace

density housing around tran-
sit stations. Lafayette law-
makers objected strongly to
the idea that local control
would be stripped from them.
BART itself, Lee reminded the
council, took a neutral posi-
tion on the issue.

Thorne-Lyman explained
that BART is now required to
set standards for height, floor-
to-area ratio and parking for
all eligible properties, affect-
ing 26 stations in three coun-
ties, by July 1, 2020. She said
that the city will have two
years to rezone to meet those
standards.

Looking at the immediate
future Thorne-Lyman ex-
plained that BART intends to

. <

work with city staff and
elected officials over the next
couple of months, returning to
its own board by late spring to
provide a 10-year work plan
regarding which stations they
anticipate developing by 2029
when the bill sunsets.

Thorne-Lyman said that a
statement indicating that they
do not intend to build at the
Lafayette station, barring
some unforeseen circum-
stance, should come out by
late spring. She stressed the
difference between zoning the
property and developing the
property and noted that AB
2923 did not provide a man-
date to develop.

... continued on Page A9
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The city council contends that it is already doing its part in
Lafayette to provide multifamily housing centered near
transit, such as this recently completed development — a

o 7 short walk to BART.
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Candell to recuse from
Deer Hill project, three
others reject call to recuse

By Pippa Fisher

The Feb. 25 city council meeting
got off to a somewhat scripted
start with four of the five city
council members reading state-
ments — one recusing herself and
three others stating their inten-
tion not to recuse — as advised by
legal counsel on any future dis-
cussion or decisions on the Ter-
races project.

The Terraces, the controver-
sial 315-unit apartment project
on a 22-acre parcel on Deer Hill
Road, is expected to come before
the city for approval this spring.

The development was first
proposed in March 2011 but its
application was suspended in
2014 in favor of alternative plans
for a scaled back development of
44 single-family homes, a dog
park, a playing field, a play-
ground and tot lot. Local preser-
vationist group Save Lafayette
sued the city resulting in a refer-
endum last June on the future of
the revised project. With the de-
feat of Measure L, the developer
O’Brien Homes resumed the
original application for the
apartments.

The council members’ state-
ments were read during the re-
port from the closed session
meeting and came following a
barrage of letters from the de-
veloper’s attorney Bryan Wenter
of Miller Starr Regalia calling for
Council Member Susan Candell
to recuse herself from all matters
concerning the Terraces, citing
as a conflict her “long history ac-
tively opposing our clients’ pro-
posed 315-unit affordable apart-

ment project in Lafayette and
even expressing personal hostil-
ity to our clients,” in a letter to
the city’s attorney Robert Hodil
of Coblentz, Patch, Duffy and
Bass dated Dec. 5, 2018.

Candell, whose springboard
to running for office was her in-
volvement opposing first the
apartments and then the homes,
expressed great disappointment
as she announced her recusal on
the advice of her private attorney
but noted that she retained the
right to speak as a member of the
public.

Candell pointed out after the
meeting, “I was the number one
vote getter, but yet, I'm now in
the position that I am advised
that I cannot represent Lafayette
residents in a very important
land use decision. I cannot ex-
press my disappointment
enough.”

Candell said that she worked
hard to try to retain her rights to
not recuse. “I believe my posi-
tions were and are based on le-
gitimate principles and that I do
not have an improper bias or
motive towards the project. I also
worked equally as hard to retain
my rights to participate as a citi-
zen, which they also tried to take
away. According to the FPPC, I
did retain my private citizen
rights similar to those I would
have if I had a financial conflict
(which I do not have). I will work
within these limitations. How-
ever, I will also retain my rights
to consider and pursue all legal
options.”

... continued on Page A9

Council to keep talking
gas safety; plans second
meeting with PG&E,
community and CPUC

Photo Pippa Fisher

Bollards remain in place where PG&E has been working to
bury exposed pipeline along the Lafayette-Moraga Trail.

By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette City Council spent
a short time at their Feb. 25
meeting discussing next steps in
the formation of a safety task
force and what exactly that
might look like. The subject will
be on the March 11 meeting
agenda.

Gina Dawson, co-founder
with her husband Michael Daw-
son of Save Lafayette Trees, was
disappointed that the item was
included in the February meet-
ing only as a continuation on the
consent calendar.

SLT, alocal organization
which formed in 2017 in an at-
tempt to stop Pacific Gas and
Electric Company’s planned tree
removal program, which the
utility wants to do as part of
their Pipeline Safety Initiative
since it claims the roots damage
underground high transmission
pipes and hinder emergency ac-
cess, has been pushing for the
formation of a safety task force
with the idea that it would work
with the city, the utility and the
California Public Utilities Com-
mission. Initially SLT involve-
ment centered around planned
tree removal, but it led the Daw-
sons to be increasingly con-
cerned about a wider scope of
pipeline safety issues. SLT is
currently suing the city and the
utility.

But should the city form a
task force headed by the people
who are currently suing them?
What would such a task force

look like?

City attorney Mala Subra-
manian advised against having
members of SLT on such a task
force. And Mayor Cam Burks
advised caution regarding the
city taking it upon themselves to
set up any type of regulatory
body.

“The Dawson's have done a
lot for the community in this
space, and I am grateful for their
efforts,” Burks said later, but
added, “We need to be careful as
a city to not represent ourselves
— or even give the appearance of
representing ourselves — as an
oversight or regulatory body
when it comes to pipeline safety
as we don't have the subject
matter expertise to do so, and we
certainly don't have a state
mandate or authorities as a reg-
ulatory body in this space.”

Gina Dawson is frustrated.
“The city's consistent kicking of
the pipeline safety can down the
road is frustrating,” she said.
“The news ... from the city attor-
ney that Save Lafayette Trees
members could not be appointed
to the task force because of
pending litigation was surpris-
ing as this item has been on the
agenda for many past council
meetings. We sent initial pur-
pose and proposal to the city a
month ago and we've been dis-
cussing draft charters for the
task force in good faith with Vice
Mayor Mike Anderson since last
summer — we're appreciative of
his efforts.”

... continued on Page A10
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I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

925 376 1777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Lamorinda Home Price Comparison Between 2017 & 2018

ORINDA LAFAYETTE MORAGA

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018
TOTAL HOMES SOLD 243 281 313 300 165 131
LOWEST PRICE SOLD $650,000 $706,000  $740,000 $675000  $745000 $800,000

HIGHEST PRICE SOLD $3,900,000 $12,250,000 $6,500,000 $7,800,000 $2,750,000 $3,500,000

AVERAGE SALES PRICE $1.617,000 $1730,000 $1625000 $1737000 $1,391,000 $1.489,000

Thank you for your continued support and referrals and please feel
free to contact me any time with your questions. | would like to
welcome all the new residents of Moraga to one of the greatest
places to live in America. Never hesitate to e-mail or call.

As always, I am here to help... I listen and I care!

I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!
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Individually Unique.
Collectively Complete.

Burton Valley

Downtown Orinda

COMPASS

ded for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
on. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

2 Hartwood Court, Lafayette
4 Bed | 3Bath | +/-2,418 Sq Ft | $1,799,000

of any d

8 Evergreen Drive, Orinda
4 Bed | 3Bath | +/- 2943 SqFt | $1,750,000

BRYDON &IVES

AEAL ISTATE TEAM

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Compass is a real estate broker lic
from sources deemed
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JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...

365 DONALD DRIVE, MORAGA
o~ BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED IN

925.200.2795

DRE# 01029160

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

RHEEM MANOR

Entertainer’s dream in Moraga’s desirable Rheem
Manor features chef’s kitchen and outdoor pavilion
adjacent to pool with built-in BBQ party center.
Single-level 2913 sf home with 4 spacious bedrooms,
beautiful updated baths, and owned electric solar
panels. Lovely Las Trampas Ridge views.
Offered at $1,875,000

Contact Jim at 925.200.2795 for additional
information or to schedule a private showing.

jim@apr.com

i
d =

ALAIN MINEL
— 11—

jimcolhoun.com
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Recent land movement results in closure of Canyon Bridge
pedestrian access

Canyon Bridge pedestrian access closed

By Vera Kochan

Mother Nature’s periodic
burst of storms has taken its

§ toll around Moraga. One such

instance involves the belea-

] guered Canyon Bridge area.

On Feb. 13, the East Bay
Municipal Utility District noti-
fied the town of renewed land
movement that initially dam-
aged the original bridge in
2017. While the temporary

1| bridge itself is safe and open

‘% tovehicle and bicycle traffic,

Photo Vera Kochan

the pedestrian crossing is pro-
visionally closed.

“The pedestrian bridge
crossing is a separate struc-
ture that is attached to the
west side of the temporary
bridge,” said Moraga Public
Works Director Edric Kwan.

“The asphalt (AC) pathway on
the southern side, because of
the current land slide, began
to push against the end of the
pedestrian bridge. The town
quickly mobilized an on-call
contractor to remove the por-
tions of the AC pathway that
were pushing on the pedes-
trian bridge crossing. The re-
moval necessitated the tempo-
rary closure.”

Town staff and geotechni-
cal engineers have evaluated
the situation and determined
the bridge itself is structurally
sound. Kwan assured that “the
temporary bridge deep stitch
wall piers and bridge abut-
ments continue to function as
designed, protecting the bridge
from adjacent land
movement.”

As a precaution, Moraga

notified the East Bay Regional
Park District of the closure.
According to the EBRP website
trail notification status, “Until
further notice, the Valle Vista
to Canyon Bridge section of the
Lafayette-Moraga Trail is
closed. When bridge access is
not available, it does not leave
access to the trail.”

Kwan stated, “Any ex-
penses should fall under the
Federal Highway Administra-
tion’s emergency relief pro-
gram for the temporary
bridge.”

As the town continues to
monitor the bridge and sur-
rounding land during the on-
going rainy season, it antici-
pates that the pedestrian ac-
cess will be reopened by May
of this year.

Moraga Library HVAC woes continue

By Vera Kochan

While libraries are known for
their quiet atmosphere, the
Moraga Library has been a lit-
tle quieter since the heating
system malfunctioned on Jan.
12.

Public Information Officer
Brooke Converse with the Con-
tra Costa County Library said,
“Pickups and drop-offs remain
steady for this time of year, but
patron visit times are shorter,
and three children’s story time
sessions were canceled early
on. We have since moved story
time activities to the main pro-
gram area.” She added that
space heaters have been strate-

gically placed throughout the
library.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Breyana Brandt gave a
repair progress update during
the Feb. 27 town council meet-
ing, asking for council’s autho-
rization for Town Manager
Cynthia Battenberg to award a
construction contract to repair
the HVAC system in an amount
not to exceed $40,000 from the
Minor Capital Improvement
Program.

Two separate contractors
recommended that the full
boiler needed replacement at a
cost of roughly $30,000. Brandt
is in the process of obtaining a
third contractor’s opinion of

the situation.

The town manager has a
threshold authorization of
$15,000 for the job. Any
amount beyond that is above
her authority. By asking the
town council to grant her the
authority to exceed that
amount for repairs it is hoped
that the process can begin
much sooner.

Public Works Director
Edric Kwan recognized that
while the repair estimates
came in at $30,000, “the extra
$10,000 is important in order to
have a slight contingency in
case other problems are dis-
covered in the course of re-
pair.” He added, “The funding

is identified in the Capital Im-
provement Project — a fund
used for these specific cases.
Whenever there’s a failure of
some of our minor assets we
can come in there, utilize the
money and make those neces-
sary repairs.”

Vice Mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus questioned the thor-
oughness of the contractors’ di-
agnoses by their “I can’t make
it work - it must be the boiler”
assumptions.

Brandt assured Korpus
that, “We have replaced main
circuit boards and smaller cir-
cuit boards and have replaced
everything that possibly could
be replaced individually at this

point without proceeding and
replacing the entire unit. The
boiler is not getting power and
the power is on.”

Mayor Roger Wykle had
paid a visit to the boiler room
stating, “I can tell you the cabi-
net is fairly well corroded and
the piping is corroded. It’s got
some serious issues inside of
it”

Council Member Steve
Woehleke had called the
boiler’s manufacturer and was
told by a technician that he
doesn’t like the library’s boiler
model as it’s a complex system
with more components to it
than average.

... continued on Page A9

Town Council

o Wednesday, March 13, 7 p.m.
& Council Chambers and
Community Meeting Room,

335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission

Monday, March 18, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, March 11, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga School District Board Meetings

Tuesday, March 12, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Are You Considering Selling Your Home?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a

complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as a comprehensive
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie

§25.200.2222
gary.bernie@compass.com
DRE 00686144

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
DRE 01418309

Extraordinary Results

COMPASS
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Consolidation of Design Review Board ORINDA ESTATE!
and Planning CommiSSion in the Works presented by LEADING LAMORINDA BROKER S|nce-.|990

By Vera Kochan with the Planning review process. (e e ol
Commission. The Design Review 3
During the Feb. 27 Moraga Farmer _c1ted the benefits Boa_rd s main functions are to
) - to the town in that the move review architecture and
Town Council meeting, Plan- . . .
; ; would reduce staff time and landscaping, while the Plan-
ning Director Derek Farmer : >
; - costs, as well as enable Mor- ning Commission handles
put forth a consideration by aga to provide applicants land use elements
council members to consoli- with a streamlined planning ... continued on Page A11

date the Design Review Board

Parenting in the age of technology

By Vera Kochan flict resolution. She is also co- know that they have control
founder of My Digital TAT2, a over the device and to get help
nonprofit organization that when they’re in over their

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate

School hosted a lecture entitled helps SChOOIS and communities  heads.” oy Fabulous custom
Media in the Middle on Feb. 21 address issues and the use of She stresses that it’s im- home renovated
aimed at helping parents of technology in constructive portant for kids to understand thruout—S5 bd
middle school kids unravel the ways. . . that privacy matters anq fo = Y . .
mysteries behind popular apps o Pelavin, as a mom in the never give put per.sonal infor- = = v ofﬂse, including
social networking sites and > digital age, doesn’t just tall§ the mation online. “Kids don’t re- 5 L i charming cottage!
more. talk, she walks the walk with alize that whatever they put : A ' 1 Gorgeous private

her own kids, telling parentsto ~ online can come back to haunt

ark-like grounds!
“talk to your kids about what’s them as adults. They must con- parcixe grou

Includes 2 lots!

Guest speaker Erica
Pelavin, Ph.D., is a psychologist

and licensed clinical social going on in their social media. sider where their information g ni
. Stay connected with their in- might end up and must never | $2,495,000
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. . c that they’re responsible for devices with others. assisted by..
lying prevention, relational ag- their digital footprint. Let them continued on Page A12
gression, cybersafety and con- ’
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Nominate a 2019 Moraga Citizen of the Year w" simple.
Now is the time to consider who you would like to nominate for Moraga’s 2019 “Citizen of 1
the Year.” The selection committee is made up the 2018 Citizens of the Year Sam and Susan .
Sperry as well as representatives from the Moraga Chamber of Commerce, Saint Mary’s
College, Moraga Citizen’s Network and the Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club. LINDA FRIEDMAN PEGGY HARMATZ
‘¢ criteria £ : . s BROKER, J.D. REALTOR, MBA MKTG Of course.
The basic criteria for selecting this year’s Citizen are: ggg#g(z?loz(i 36 925.899.632 | oo
1. The nominee must be someone who has given of their time, talent and energy to DRE##0120075 wwwilindafriedman.com
make Moraga a vibrant community, one where people want to live, work and shop.
2. The nominee must be someone whose body of work has brought the community
together and makes folks proud to be Moraga residents. o o
| . N o Counselors In Training
3. Nominees may include any resident with a Moraga address other than paid public
officials, current elected members of the Moraga Town Council, or other elected M D C
officials. oraga vay camp
4. In making your nomination, please include examples of their contribution to
Moraga. Ages 13-16 Registration Open

Please email your nominations to nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or send
them to “Moraga Citizen of the Year Nominations,” Lamorinda Weekly, PO Box 6133,
Moraga CA 94556.

The deadline for receiving your nomination is March 27. The celebration dinner
will be held on Saturday, April 27 at Saint Mary’s College Soda Center.

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045 « moragarec.com

e Seaubelle COMPASS

GROUP

LAFAYETTE - COMING SOON MORAGA - COMING SOON

Panoramic views sweep from the blue waterways of the Exclusive hillside estate showcases a brilliant custom design,
Carquinez Strait to the verdant slopes of Mt. Diablo. awe-inspiring views, and a wine-producing vineyard on four
Nothing stands in the way of the beauty of this single-level extraordinary acres. A California Mission-style facade reflects
Mediterranean villa, tastefully and brilliantly updated and  the design of local landmarks and offers more than 3,600sf
offering more than 6,600sf, 5bd., 7.5 baths, office and with five luxurious bedrooms and five stylish bathrooms.

media room. Price upon request. Price upon request.

GLENN.AND KELLIE
" BEAUBELLE

925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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Share your thoughts,
insights and
opinions with your
community.
Send a letter to
the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Orinda jumps into global battle for
telecommunication supremacy
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By Sora O'Doherty

When the Orinda City Council
scheduled a special meeting
to receive a report regarding
small cell wireless communi-
cations facilities, few resi-
dents probably understood
that this issue is the subject of
a huge international power
struggle. According to the
New York Times, “The United
States believes that whoever
controls 5G—the fifth genera-
tion of wireless communica-
tion—will have a global ad-
vantage for decades to come.
The fear is that China is al-
most there.” This fear led the
Federal Communications
Commission to issue declara-
tion rulings and orders that
essentially strip local govern-
ments of the power to regu-
late the installation of 5G
sites. According to the Orinda
staff report, several local ju-
risdictions have sued the FCC
over its order because of the
way it usurps local control,
but staff advises that “the re-
sults of that litigation may not
be known for many months,
if not years.”

In addition to the staff re-
port, prepared by Senior
Planner Mayank Patel and
presented by Director of
Planning Drummond Buckley,
the council also heard a pre-

225 cublc feet
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Photos provided

sentation by attorney
Jonathan L. Kramer, head of
Telecom Law Firm P.C. There
was also public comment,
primarily by residents op-
posed to 5G installations on
the basis of safety.

The 5G facilities will be
installed in public rights of
way, affixed to existing pole
infrastructure, such as street
lights, traffic signals and util-
ity poles or on new, purpose-
built small cell poles. The 5G
antennae, referred to in the
industry as “small cells,”
cover only a very small area.
Each small cell antenna ser-
vices hundreds of square feet
whereas traditional cell sites
cover square miles. Further,
cell phone service providers
will not share the small cells,
so that multiple facilities will
be required for each
provider. Verizon has told
staff that they plan to apply
for 87 small-cell sites in order
to provide Orinda with full 5G
coverage. Staff presumes that
other wireless carriers will
need a similar number of
sites to provide service in
Orinda.

Ann Goldman argued that
the 5G facilities will blanket
the area and make Orinda
look like a military site. Na-
dine Whitman expressed
concern about PG&E poles, in
light of PG&E’s recent bank-

“ ruptcy. She noted that a lot of

cities are fighting the FCC
regulation.

Ellie Marks, director of
the California Brain Tumor
Association which advocates
for safe technology, said in a
written submission that,
while the council cannot base
its decision on health, that
does not mean that they can-
not be educated on the sci-
ence and health effects. She
spoke about people with
electro-hypersensitivity,
which is named in the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.
Marks said the Danville resi-
dents are unhappy with the
ordinance that Telecom Law
Firm helped the city write.
She advocated for fiber optics
to the home instead of 5G.
However, 5G is about more
than home connectivity. As
the New York Times has ex-
plained, 5G is considered to
be the “internet of things”
that will control things as di-
verse as autonomous vehi-
cles, industrial robots, and
gas pipelines. Marks urged
Orinda to adopt all or parts of
the model code the California
Brain Tumor Association has
developed for towns and
cities.

Other speakers spoke of
the dangers and urged the
city to look at alternatives,
such as fiber optics, and sev-
eral speakers offered negative
comments about Telecom
Law Firm, while Kramer
countered that his firm wrote
the ordinances for Hillsbor-
ough and Danville.

During council discus-
sion, Council Member Amy
Worth thought that it would
be helpful to get copies of ex-
isting ordinances from cities
similar to Orinda. Council
Member Dennis Fay won-
dered what authority Orinda
has to regulate 5G sites in the
face of the federal regula-
tions, but Kramer assured
him that the city can still do a
lot, since the city is allowed to
set the aesthetic standards,
which can affect the timing
and placement of the sites.

The city could require under-
grounding. “The companies
will argue that that is not a
reasonable requirement,”
however, he added. But he
did note that if a project com-
plies with the FCC laws, it
cannot be denied by the city.
“Your hands are tied,”
Kramer said. Mayor Inga
Miller noted that 5G does not
yet exist, citing an article
from the New York Times,
and that very big money is
involved.

Buckley suggested that
the council adopt an ordi-
nance that references design
guidelines. That approach
would allow the design
guidelines to be changed at a
later date. Owing to the short
timeline, he suggested an ur-
gency ordinance, but said that
such an ordinance will not act
as a moratorium or a ban.
City Manager Steve Salomon
noted that the council had
heard a lot during the meet-
ing and that staff will work to
craft something before the
April deadline when the FCC
regulations come into force.
He suggested coordination
with the League of Cities and
with other cities. He added
that it is unlikely that the
composition or approach of
the FCC will change in the
next two years. Buckley said
that the National League of
Cities has something similar
to a model ordinance.

City Council likes its priorities, but private road dwellers object

By Sora O'Doherty

There was a lot of excitement
in the Library Auditorium
Feb. 19 as the Orinda City
Council discussed its priori-
ties for the next two years,
with downtown development
and daylighting of San Pablo
Creek among its top priori-
ties. Those projects did re-
ceive enthusiastic support
from speakers and the coun-
cil. But excitement turned to
emotional dismay when some
of Orinda’s residents once
again asked the city to make
solving the problem of
Orinda’s private streets its top
priority.

During the council dis-
cussion on whether the coun-
cil should agree to some fo-
rum for the discussion of the
private roads issue, Mayor
Inga Miller was clearly upset

as she proclaimed that “we’re
very strongly making a choice
that we’re going to do this
(look into private roads) in-
stead of working on the
downtown, and this is an in-
credible disappointment to
me.” Other council members
quickly reassured her that
they were not choosing pri-
vate roads over downtown
development.

Last year the council had
shocked private road resi-
dents when it rolled back the
idea, supported by the Citi-
zen’s Infrastructure Oversight
Committee, of forming a task
force to look into the issue of
private roads. Residents of
private roads claim that 20
percent of the population of
Orinda reside on private
roads and have long been
asking for a forum where
ideas about addressing how
private roads might be incor-

How to plan for Medi-Cal coverage
through your estate planning documents

Workshop 2:00 - 3:30 PM
Thursday, March 21, 2019

Next to the lake at Heather Farm Park,
Community Center Club Room,
301 N. San Carlos Drive, Walnut Creek

porated into the city could be
discussed without the three-
minute time limitation im-
posed at city council meet-
ings. Since then, two new
members have joined the city
council, and they seem to be
interested in hearing more on
the subject. Vice Mayor Dar-
lene Gee has been consis-
tently sympathetic to the dif-
ficulties faced by private road
residents. “I believe there is
more community support for
this than we might believe,”
she said, while assuring the
mayor that she in no way in-
tended to put private roads
ahead of downtown develop-
ment.

Council Member Dennis
Fay stated that he is also con-
cerned about drainage.
“When I walked the city cam-
paigning,” he said, “there
were places where city water
dumped into private drains.”
Gee said that she was im-
pressed by a candidate at the
interviews for committees
and commissions who said,
“At the end of the day, we
have to decide whether we
are a community together or
not.” The mayor pointed out
that the person who said that
resides on a private road.
Miller also repeatedly stated
that the private road resi-
dents would no longer wish
their streets to become public

because that would mean the
installation of 5G communi-
cations sites in the public
right of way.

Staff, in presenting the
list of potential priorities to
the council, was particularly
interested if there were any
that the council wanted to
add or remove. It seemed
that the majority of the coun-
cil agreed that updating the
pedestrian walkways and bi-
cycle plans could be delayed.

The list of priority pro-
jects was broken up into four
large categories: infrastruc-
ture, downtown, emergency
preparedness and fiscal sta-
bility. Specific projects were
then further categorized as
city buildings and facilities,
park improvements, trans-
portation/drainage, and vehi-
cles. The latter had just one
proposed project: the re-
placement of the city’s fleet of
vehicles.

Council Member Amy
Worth emphasized that the
city needs to look at the com-
pletion of the public roads
restoration project, as well as
seeking a long-term funding
source for maintenance of
those roads. “We’ll need to go
back to the voters for public
roads and drains,” she said.
“We have very limited funds,”
she added, noting that she
didn’t know what voter toler-

ance would be for additional
taxes. The subject of raising
additional funds to complete
the projects of restoring the
cities arterial and feeder
streets as well as public
drains was discussed in light
of the coming conclusion of
the half-cent sales tax. Any
revenue raising legislation
requires a two-thirds major-
ity vote of the public, and pri-
vate road residents have been
suggesting that that threshold
might be difficult to achieve
without their support. The
council will have to decide if
it wants to seek another sales
tax in an amount of one-half
cent or greater, and what, if
anything, the proceeds of
such a tax could be used for.

Gee concluded by thank-
ing both staff and the public
for their presentations. “If
we had all of the resources,
we’d want to do everything in
here,” she said. She did sug-
gest two additional items she
would like to see adopted: a
grant consultant to help the
city find more money and a
public information consul-
tant. “We’ve made consistent
improvement over the past
five years,” she noted, “but I
think we need to uptick (com-
munications because) we
have a very sophisticated
community.”

Surprising Ways to Pay for Your
Assisted Living and Long Term Care Costs :

. . o BNy Planning Commission
Estate Planning, Asset Protection, ' . Tuesday, March 12, 7 p.m.
Medi-Cal Planning & Probate Attorney x Orinda Library Auditorium, Orinda Library,
— . Public 26 Orinda Way
M I C HAE l- J ° YO U N G Meetings Citizens' Infrastructure Oversight Commission

ORINDA

Wednesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room,

22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Orinda Union High School District Board Meetings
Monday, March 11, 6 p.m.

Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda, www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

ATTORNEY AT LAW
1931 San Miguel Dr., Ste. 220
Walnut Creek, CA 94596

RSVP to 925-256-0298

LawYoung1@Gmail.com
www.WalnutCreekElderLaw.com

Author of “Don’t Go Broke In A Nursing Home."”

City Council

Tuesday, March 19. 7 p.m. Regular Meeting
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library,

26 Orinda Way
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NOW HIRING

SCHOOL CROSSING
UARDS in LAFAYETTE

Rewarding PART TIME WORK
NO nights, NO weekends,
NO holidays required!

For more information, please call Alan Stone
ALL CITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES (415) 844-0223

WORK BETWEEN 1.5 - 2 HOURS PER DAY
EARN BETWEEN $42 - $48 PER DAY
No Experience Necessary - Training Provided- RETIREES WELCOME!

and MORAGA

Time flies, but Steve
Salomon will stay put

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda City Council has
agreed to remove the provi-
sion from City Manager Steve
Salomon’s employment con-
tract that would have resulted
in his term expiring in June.
Instead, Salomon and the city
have agreed that he will con-
tinue indefinitely, subject to
termination by either side
with notice. In order to en-
sure a smooth transition of
city business, the new agree-
ment is that the city will pro-
vide two-month’s notice of
termination and the city
manager will provide six-
month’s notice of retirement,
if feasible.

Salomon came to Orinda
as an interim city manager
following the retirement of
Janet Keeter. He brought with
him some 40 years of experi-
ence, including previously
serving as Visalia’s city man-
ager for 17 years. He was Al-
bany’s city administrator, and
city manager for the cities of
Watsonville and Hercules. He
also worked for the city of

Concord in a variety of posi-
tions and has served in nu-
merous leadership positions
within the California Rede-
velopment Association, Con-
tra Costa City Manager's
Group, and South San Joaquin
Valley Division of the League
of California Cities - City
Managers' Department, and is
a member of the Interna-
tional City/Council Manage-
ment Association.

While Salomon was in-
terim city manager, Orinda
searched for a candidate to
take on the position on a per-
manent basis, but they were
dissatisfied with the candi-
dates they reviewed. Sa-
lomon agreed to stay on for
two years as city manager,
working on a 90 percent full-
time basis to allow for his
long daily commute to Brent-
wood. That part of his con-
tract remains unchanged.
Previous contract amend-
ments have provided for
salary increases. It is antici-
pated that his contract will
come back to the city council
for a further review in the
summer or fall.

Two new Wilder playfields
add over $6 million to
Orinda balance sheet

Lamorinda Girls' Soccer Club

—_— N

playing at the Development Academy level.

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda has resolved to take
title to Playfields 4 and 5 at
Wilder. The land, about 16.5
acres, is valued at $987,600
and the improvements at
$5.74 million. Orinda has
previously accepted Playfields
1 and 2, which included a tot
lot, picnic area, pedestrian

pathways and parking lot.
Playfield 3 has also been ac-
cepted and included lift sta-
tions, a bridge, two comfort
stations, a guest house, a
maintenance building and
ballfield lighting. The Art and
Garden Center is very close to
completion, and the city ex-
pects to take possession of it
this month.

Czech visiting student,
arriving in August, seeks
home for Miramonte
fall/winter semester

After reviewing 15 essays
from students in Tabor, Czech
Republic, the Orinda/Tabor
Sister City Foundation, to-
gether with Czech Klub Tabor,
has selected a new student to
spend six months in Orinda
and study at Miramonte High
School. Sixteen-year-old Erik
Stoklasa will be the 19th stu-
dent to visit Miramonte from
Tabor.

Stoklasa was the hands-
down winning candidate af-
ter the field had been nar-
rowed to five and oral inter-
views were conducted. Stok-
lasa loves programming and
sports. At home he started a
course for high school stu-
dents which teaches pro-
gramming and presentation
skills. On the athletic front,
Stoklasa loves to run and has

completed a quarter
marathon, in addition to
playing tennis competitively
for nine years. Last summer
he participated in an interna-
tional camping program on
Cyprus for 14 days, where the
dialog was in English. Stok-
lasa also had the opportunity
to participate in the model
European parliament, focus-
ing on the European General
Data Protection Regulation.
He is also a beginning piano
student.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering to house the visit-
ing Czech student should
contact Bobbie Landers by
telephone at (925) 254-8260 or
by email at bob-
bielanders@yahoo.com.

- S. O’Doherty

Coming Mid-March

Alamo - Huge Flat Yard, Potential!
4BR | 2BA | 1,775 sqft | .52 acre

Wal Crk - Close-in, Great Yard, Updated!
3BR | IBA | 1,035 sqft | .42 acre

CalBRE#01335916
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Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
: : BANKER B
T. 925.788.4963

Frank Woodward
GLOBAL
LUXURY
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

synthetic Grass - Installotion - Londscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
 New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
» Maintenance & Clean Ups = Synthetic Lawn Installation
CA Lic# 938445
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Director again warns of potential MOFD financial emergency

By Nick Marnell

Even with the approval of two new la-
bor contracts retroactive to July 1, the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District expects to
reverse the general fund budget
deficit of $583,000 to a $99,000 surplus
for the current fiscal year, based on a
midyear budget adjustment presented
to the board at its Feb. 20 district
meeting. And though the resultant in-
crease to the general fund balance
raises it to more than $6.3 million,
equal to 25 percent of budgeted rev-
enue, director John Jex cautioned that
the district was still far short of what
it needs to safely operate.

The district approved new three-
year contracts with its chief officers
association and with its clerical and
technical employees that run through

June 30, 2021. The additional $72,000
expense of those two contracts was
included in the surplus the district
recognized for the current year.

But with the district forecasting
losses over the next two years, after
having added only $99,000 to its gen-
eral fund balance this year, Jex
warned that the district may not be
able to pay its current obligations
come 2021.

“I hope the committee working on
the long range plan recognizes that a
plan for the next three years that
shows expenses in excess of revenues
is a trip to an eventual declaration of a
financial emergency and reversal of
all the financial progress the district
has made during the last three years,”
Jex said. “This will eventually force
the district to cut services in addition

to relying on an unreliable source of
borrowed funds to finance current
operations.”

Jex was speaking of the district
reliance on the Contra Costa County
Teeter Plan, which advances the dis-
trict its total property tax entitlement
in July, whether collected or not. The
advance to MOFD is repaid as the
county collects the outstanding taxes,
penalties and interest, per Bob Camp-
bell, county auditor-controller. In ef-
fect, the county takes on the tax col-
lection risk in exchange for the penal-
ties and interest. “If the county some-
how changed that, we’d have no
money to pay the bills come July and
August,” said Jex, who maintained
that having a general fund balance of
50 percent of revenue - equal to six
months of operating expenses — is the

only way to avoid such a catastrophe.

Neighboring fire districts project
various general fund balance percent-
ages of revenue for the current year
ending June 30. San Ramon Valley
Fire reports 91 percent; East Contra
Costa Fire, 70 percent; Kensington, 66
percent; Rodeo-Hercules, 2 percent.
The general fund balance of the Con-
tra Costa County Fire Protection Dis-
trict sat at 33 percent of revenue for
the prior fiscal year.

Jex was the only director who did
not approve the district midyear bud-
get adjustments. The long-range fi-
nancial plan that he spoke of, which is
still in the works, is expected to be
made public this spring, likely at a
district financial workshop.

Fire Station 16 in Lafayette will not let Carman go quietly

Fire Chief Jeff Carman, left, addresses members of

the ConFire Advisory Fire Commission

Photo Nick Marnell

By Nick Marnell

Talk about going full circle.

Fire Chief Jeff Carman’s final Ad-

visory Fire Commission meeting

evoked memories of his first meeting
with the commissioners more than
five years ago in that a problem re-

garding Lafayette was on the table. In
2013, the subject was the possible

Lafayette detachment from the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection District
over the city’s frustration with the
closure of Fire Station 16. On Feb. 25,
the issue was the Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Company’s causing a potential de-
lay in the station reopening.

No detachment occurred, of
course, and the ConFire board in 2016
agreed to not only reopen Station 16
but to tear down the existing structure
and build a new station from scratch.
Construction has moved along, albeit
slowly, for three years, with the dis-
trict shooting for an April occupancy.

But a PG&E inspector balked at
the placement of some of the power
equipment at the station, despite the
utility having already approved the
model in use, according to Assistant
Fire Chief Aaron McAlister. “If they
hold their ground, that is a major
problem,” McAlister told the commis-

sion.

Of concern to the utility is the lo-
cation of the meter, which ConFire
places inside each of its fire stations.
“PG&E wants the meter outside the
building, so they can have access,”
McAlister said. “But a fire station is
different from a residential structure.
A fire station is open 24 hours, every
day, and PG&E can access our meters
anytime.

“It’s nothing different than what
we have done at any of our other sta-
tions.”

McAlister said that negotiations
with the company are ongoing, and he
is clinging to the April occupancy date
that Carman relayed to the fire
commissioners.

Carman retires from the district
March 29, possibly days before the re-
opening of the fire station.

SMC student honored by MOFD for heroic lifesaving efforts

... continued from Page A1l

practice law in the health care indus-
try. “I want to draft a policy that re-

Unfortunately for the chief, New-
ton plans to attend law school. She said

quires an AED in every public space,
because I see the need,” she said. The

automated external defibrillator.

As befitting someone who exhib-
ited such care for others, Newton de-
flected all praise to others. “I want to

always do the right thing in times of
need, to never be afraid and to always
have courage,” Newton said at the
meeting.

this incident helped inspire her to

Moraga Starbucks does not have an

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

thank my parents for teaching me to

Board of Directors

Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas.
Visit www.mofd.org

Wednesday, March 20, 7 p.m.

Fire District Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire District

ConFire

Wl

S
&

Board of Directors

Tuesday, March 12, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber Room 107,
Administration Building

651 Pine St., Martinez.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours

911
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777 or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Feb. 10 - Feb. 23

Alarms 61
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 18
Traffic 119
Suspicious Circumstances 13
Suspicious Subject 35
Suspicious Vehicle 35
Service to Citizen 48
Patrol Request/

Security Check 21
Vacation House Check 23
Supplemental Report 18
Welfare Check 14

Vehicle violations
Abandoned Vehicle

3800 Block Quail Ridge Rd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1100 Block Sierra Vista Way

Knox Dr./Chapel Dr.

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.

Dewing Ave./Brook St.

1100 Block Sierra Vista Way
Ac Pd Needed

Deer Hill Rd./N Thompson Rd.
Auto Burglary

900 Block Oak Hill Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

50 Block Lafayette Cr.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

50 Block Lafayette Cr.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Hough Ave.

50 Block Lafayette Cr.

700 Block Moraga Rd.

1100 Block Upper Happy

Valley Rd.

1000 Block Sierra Vista Way

3200 Block Beechwood Dr.
Exhibition of Speed

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Village Center
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Mildred Ln.

900 Block Mountain View Dr.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cr.
900 Block Mountain View Dr.

Old Tunnel Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

1200 Block Quandt Ct.
Reckless Driving

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Oak Hill Rd.

Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.

700 Block Moraga Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.

Moraga Rd./School St.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Oak Hill/Eb 24 Off
Vehicle Theft

1100 Block Pleasant Hill Cr.

600 Block Murray Ln.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Grand Theft

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Shreve Ln.
Identity Theft

3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Petty Theft

10 Block Shreve Ln.

200 Block Lafayette Cr.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

600 Block Glenside Dr.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

100 Block Lafayette Cr.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

900 Block East St.

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-Domestic

3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Drunk In Public

Acalanes Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Loud Music

Pleasant Hill Rd./Olympic Blvd.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Party

500 Block St. Mary’s Rd.
Phone Harass

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Public Nuisance

1000 Block Buchan Dr.

Sierra Vista Way/Hidalgo Ct

10 Block Maloyan Ln.

Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
Police Department Tip Line
Police Department Traffic Issues

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Dewing Ave.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Acalanes Ave.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

20 Block Olympic Oaks Dr.
3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
1000 Block Upper Happy
Valley Rd.
School Assembly Check
30 Block Circle Creek Ct

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Other

H&S Violation

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Panhandling

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Threats

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

500 Block St. Mary’s Rd.
Violation Restraining Ord
1000 Block Via Roble

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Feb. 19 - Feb. 25

Alarms 6
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 11
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 1
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen 1
Patrol Request/
Security Check 2
Supplemental Report 6
Vacation House Check 5
Welfare Check 4
Vehicle violations
Reckless Driving

1200 Block Rimer Dr.

Corliss Dr./Moraga Rd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

CVS
Forgery

90 Block Buckingham Dr.
Fraud Credit Card

50 Block Miramonte Dr.

925-283-3680
925-299-3221
94549Tip@gmail.com
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

22 Orinda Way

Chief of Police, Mark Nagel

329 Rheem Blvd.,
Chief of Police, Jon King
Orinda Police Department:

925-888-7055
ext. 7049

925-254-6820
925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Fraud False Pretenses

Police Department

90 Block Buckingham Dr.
Grand Theft

Not Available
Harassment

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Identity Theft

30 Block Woodside Dr.
Petty Theft

800 Block Country Club Dr.

Not Available
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Noise

Los Perales Elementary School
Loud Party

1900 Block Ascot Dr.

1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Public Assembly Check

Country Club
Other
Mentally Il Commit

St. Mary's College
Runaway Juvenile

100 Block Cypress Point Way

RINIA

IPOILICE

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Feb. 10 - Feb. 23

Alarms 54
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 11

Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances 6

Suspicious Subject 11
Suspicious Vehicle 2
Service to Citizen 79
Patrol Request/

Security Check 17

Vacation House Check 6
Supplemental Report 10
Welfare Check 9
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Safeway

10 Block Orinda Way

10 Block Orchard Rd.

Camino Pablo/Los Amigos

20 Block Altarinda Rd.
Auto Burglary

90 Block Brookwood Rd.

10 Block Irwin Way
Hit and Run Misdemeanor

100 Block Lucille Way
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Tc - Property Damage

20 Block Miner Rd.
Vehicle Theft

Wagner Ranch Elementary
Other criminal activity
Identity Theft

10 Block Snow Ct.
Residential Burglary

400 Block Moraga Way

10 Block Dolores Way
Shoplift

Safeway
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-Domestic

200 Block Ivy Dr.

20 Block Orinda Way

Shell Gas
Disturbance-Fight

Nations
Loud Party

100 Block Lucille Way (2)

Knickerbocker Ln./Candlestick Rd.
Public Assembly Check

Cvs (2)
Public Nuisance

100 Block Canon Dr.

Overhill Rd/Hillcrest Dr.
Vandalism

Windy Creek
Way/Monkeyflow Ln.

Camino Encinas/Underhill Rd.

30 Block Marston Rd. (2)
Other
H&S Violation

Orinda Way Jso Santa Maria Way
Litter

E Altarinda Dr./Harran Cr.
Ordinance Violation

30 Block Barbara Rd.

10 Block La Cuesta Rd.
Other Infraction

Chevron

Sleepy Hollow Ln./Lombardy Ln.
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Lamorinda Catholic churches not immune from sexual predator clergy

By Nick Marnell

Three Roman Catholic priests
who served as associate pastors
at Lamorinda parishes appeared
on a list of clergy “credibly ac-
cused of sexual abuse of mi-
nors,” released Feb. 17 by the
Diocese of Oakland. Two of the
priests worked at the Church of
Santa Maria in Orinda and one
had been assigned to St. Monica
Church in Moraga. Allegations
of sexual abuse of minors had
been charged against at least
one other priest who served in a
Lamorinda parish, but though
named in the Oakland report as
credibly accused, he was not
listed as having worked in
Lamorinda.

According to information
provided by the diocese, Robert
Freitas served at St. Monica

from June of 1988 until March
1990, Gary Lagasse worked at
Santa Maria in 1972 and Gary
Tollner was assigned there in
1971-72. All three had been
credibly accused of sexual abuse
of minors.

“My first reaction in seeing
the list of names of priests who
have abused, is one of deep
shame. These are monstrous
crimes, committed by priests
who are supposed to model
virtue and grace, not sin and
harm. By publishing this list, I
am making an ‘Act of Contrition’
on behalf of my Church,” Bishop
Michael Barber said in a
statement.

Robert Ribeiro appeared in
the diocese report but it made
no mention of his 1971-80
tenure at St. Perpetua Church in
Lafayette, where he was listed as
having served in a 2018 report

on clergy sexual abuse in the
Bay Area. The report was com-
piled by the Minneapolis law
firm Jeff Anderson and Associ-
ates, which represents clergy
abuse victims.

Three of the accused Lam-
orinda priests have died and in
2008 Lagasse was excommuni-
cated, the most severe penalty
administered by the Catholic
Church. A fifth priest, who
worked three assignments in the
1980s at Saint Mary’s College in
Moraga and had been accused
of fondling an altar boy, had the
charges dismissed in 2017, ac-
cording to the Catholic Sentinel.

“There has been no credible
incident of abuse of a minor by
a priest or deacon of the Diocese
of Oakland since 1988. I can as-
sure that today, no priest or
deacon who is in active ministry
in the Diocese of Oakland has a

Letters to the editor

A matter of education

In the February newsletter
the MSD superintendent
Bruce Burns cites the need to
pay for teacher pensions as
the primary reason the dis-
trict must limit other spend-
ing. He thanks the Moraga
Education Foundation for
supporting, art, music and PE
programs and he gives as an
example of cost control a re-
duction in special education.

So in Moraga climbing
walls, and trombones are
more important than the dis-
abled students, who after all
really don’t use them and
probably won’t have impor-
tant lives anyway. Is that how
it is Mr. Burns? Cut the funds
for those who have no op-
tions so that you can fund the
latest educational fad or not
take heat from the sports
fans?

How mean spirited, how
selfish to put the these things
above giving help, kindness
and the best opportunity pos-
sible to a group of our chil-

dren who need our care and
protection. How we treat,
how we care for, those less
fortunate is the mark of our
humanity. A donation for a
climbing wall or a computer
for your already well off chil-
dren is just plain selfish when
even one of our children car-
ries a lifetime burden that we
could ease in anyway.

David Gow
Moraga

Understanding destructive
California fires — more than
ignition sources

In the editorial, “Camp Fire
revelation is last straw; PG&E
must be replaced” (March 1),
the Bay Area News Group
again demonstrates it's ex-
treme bias against PG&E and
its limited understanding of
the complex issues surround-
ing the destructive California
wildfires. Itis overly sim-
plistic and disingenuous to
blame the utility for the terri-

ble California fires even if ig-
nition sources are substanti-
ated.

Ignition sources are part
of the equation. Their are
many other reasons why the
California fires caused loss of
life and were so destructive,
besides ignition sources. Pro-
longed severe droughts,
spontaneity, extremely high
intensity of the fires, climate
engineering, and other an-
thropogenic causes were
major contributors. These
other factors need to be ana-
lyzed and understood. Most,
if not all of these other fac-
tors, are not within the
purview of PG&E.

Claiming that the utility
“... cannot continue to exist in
its current form” presupposes
that the editors have the
knowledge, experience and
“knowhow” to address these
complex issues. Clearly, they
do not.

Chris Kniel
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All
published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live
in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification
purposes only). Letters must be factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Candell to recuse from Deer Hill project,
three others reject call to recuse

... continued from Page A3

Following Candell’s an-
nouncement, Vice Mayor Mike
Anderson, Council Member
Teresa Gerringer and Mayor
Cam Burks all read identical
statements that during the
closed session they gave con-
sideration to claims (made by a
letter from Save Lafayette) that
they should also recuse them-
selves and said that after con-
sultation with the city’s attor-
ney they do not believe there is
any reason to do so.

Save Lafayette contends
that, based on the logic given
that Candell should recuse,
Burks’ involvement as chair of
the “Yes on Measure L” cam-
paign and Gerringer’s and An-
derson’s endorsement and

support of the campaign
should by the same token re-
quire their recusals.

In fact, says Candell, “The
letter from Save Lafayette ar-
gues that this entire process is
biased because the three other
council members were not also
forced to recuse, even though
they worked very closely for a
long time with the developer
on Measure L.

“Letters were written de-
scribing residents’ dissatisfac-
tion with council in this matter,
which has done absolutely
nothing to help support their
fellow council member, me,
during this process,” says
Candell.

In a follow-up letter from
Wenter to Hodil dated Feb. 28
in which the attorneys address
what they describe as Candell’s

“material animosity” to the de-
veloper citing specific posts
from social media, the devel-
oper’s attorney expresses deep
concern that Candell intends to
retain her right to speak as a
private citizen and requests the
name of her personal attorney.

The letter states, “We are
deeply concerned about the
role Council Member Candell
apparently believes she can
play opposing the project even
as a private citizen, notwith-
standing her acknowledged
conflict of interest affecting
our clients' due process rights,
and will address that critical
issue separately.”

Burks said that it would
not be appropriate for him to
comment on anything related
to city council closed session.

Lafayette BART-owned land

... continued from Page A2

In response to a question
from Council Member Steven
Bliss, Thorne-Lyman said that
the bill requires rezoning all
BART-owned land even if they
have no plans to develop.

Burks considers this very
good news for Lafayette, ex-
plaining that in his meeting, “I

once again reiterated to the
BART general manager that
Lafayette is not anti-
development - that we are for
smart, controlled growth in
our downtown core area that
involves high-density units,
including affordable housing,
near our public transporta-
tion — and that we have a
strong, proven track record to

show we have been successful
in this space. I indicated that
we are against Sacramento
stripping our local control in
the land use and development
space — as AB 2923 does - be-
cause we do indeed know how
to grow in an appropriate
way; a way that addresses and
does our part vis-a-vis the Bay
Area housing crisis."

Moraga Library HVAC woes continue

... continued from Page A4

Woehleke recommended that,
in the future, the library pur-
chases a system with less bells
and whistles to fix.

Korpus will ask her hus-
band, an electrical engineer, to
take a look at the boiler and
possibly provide some diag-
nostic answers.

During the public com-

ment portion, Friends of the
Library Board Member Jane
Low cited additional existing
maintenance issues. “The li-
brary is an old building. It’s
not at the top of everybody’s
list for maintenance. My con-
cern is unless you make a lot
of complaints, nobody really
pays a lot of attention to it. I
urge you to pay more attention
to the library.”

The town council unani-
mously gave the town man-
ager authorization to use
funds in the Minor Capital Im-
provement Program not to ex-
ceed $40,000 toward the Mor-
aga Library HVAC repairs.

The library will remain
open during the repair
process, which is expected to
be completed by mid-April.

credible allegation of abuse of a
minor,” Barber said.

Officials of the Survivors
Network of those Abused by
Priests called the publication of
the list a good first step, but said
that the diocese still lacked
transparency. “What the diocese
should provide are not only all
of the names of all who lived or
worked in the diocese who are
accused, but also their specific
work histories, when the diocese
first learned of the abusive be-
havior, and their actions to-
wards that priest to limit the
damage he caused then and
could cause in the future,”
Northern California SNAP rep-
resentative Dan McNevin said.

The organization explained
that, according to government

and law enforcement statistics,
the average clergy abuse victim
does not come forward until 30
or more years have passed. “If
no one has come forward yet in
the Lamorinda area, that does
not mean that no children were
molested there,” SNAP North-
west Leader Joey Piscitelli said.
“I've talked to numerous clergy
sex abuse victims that waited
much longer than 30 years to
come forward, and I urge any-
one in the Lamorinda area who
is ready to come forward to
contact police.”

None of the priests named
in this article had been accused
of sexual abuse of minors while
serving in the Lamorinda
parishes.
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Meals on Wheels helps Lamormda seniors stay in own homes

Meals on Wheels volunteer Greg Holm arrives at a home in Lafayette.

comfortable driving his own car
around the small, twisty lanes of
Lamorinda where he was vol-
unteering to drive a Meals on
Wheels route on Feb. 26. The

By Sora O'Doherty

Former firefighter Greg Holm
used to know Lamorinda like
the back of his hand. He feels

The Lafayette City
Council is soliciting

applicants to fill a
vacancy on the Planning
Commission..

LAFAYETTE

e L |

Planning Commission. This seven-member
body is responsible for matters relating to land use and
development in the city. The commission serves as an
advisory agency to the City Council for administering
the laws and ordinances governing the approval of
general and specific plans, zoning text amendments
and rezonings. The commission also hears and decides
on applications for subdivisions, land use permits,
variances, and ridgeline development. Members of
the Planning Commission are required to be qualified
electors of the City of Lafayette, and are selected on the
basis of training, education, occupation and expertise.
The commission reviews design drawings, construction
plans and technical reports. The following are planning
documents that commissioners must be familiar with
to execute their duties. 1) Lafayette General Plan; 2)
Lafayette Municipal Code, Title 6 -Planning & Land
Use; 3) Downtown Specific Plan; 4) Downtown Design
Guidelines; 5) Residential Design Review Guidelines.

Link to the application and additional information
www.lovelafayette.org/pc

Individuals with questions may call Interim Planning &
Building Director Greg Wolft (925) 299-3204. Completed
applications must be received by 5:00pm March 29, 2019.

Lafayette

Volunteer
Opportunities

There are currently openings on the following Lafayette

Commissions/Committees

« Capital Projects Assessment Committee (CPAC)

o Community Center Foundation

o Creeks Committee

e Crime Prevention Commission

o Downtown Street Improvement Master Plan
Implementation Committee(DSIMPIC)

« Emergency Preparedness Commission

o Environmental Task Force

o Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission

+ Planning Commission

o Senior Services Commission

o Transportation & Circulation Commission

e Youth Commission

For additional information visit the city’s website:
www.lovelafayette.org Hot Topics

Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne Robbins,
jrobbins@lovelafayette.org

Application deadline March 31, 2019.
Positions open until filled.

G el

Photo Sora O’Doherty

usual driver had a family emer-
gency, but Holm was happy to
step in to deliver meals to the 16
clients on the route.

At each stop, he would
check his list to see what type of
meal the client was to receive,
and if there were any special
delivery instructions, which
there quite often were. Each
client might get either a regular
meal, which is low salt and low
fat; a regular meal with fruit,
which has less sugar; or a spe-
cial meal for those on a sodium
restricted regime, chiefly heart
and kidney patients. To receive
low sodium meals, a doctor’s
approval is required. In addi-
tion to the hot daily meal, some
clients also receive a deli meal, a
light lunch consisting of a salad,
sandwich or wrap. These sup-
plemental meals are really for
those clients who have no other
way of getting groceries, accord-
ing to Nancy Raniere, nutrition
services division manager of Di-
ablo Region, the contractor that
distributes meals for Meals on
Wheels.

As Holm made his way
through the route, he patiently
waited for clients to make their
way to the door. Often the door
was open, with the instruction
to come in to deliver the meal.
If a client does not respond, and
the door is locked, the meal can-
not not be left for them. Some-
times Holm was warmly greeted
by clients who were clearly de-
lighted both to receive the food
but also to have a chance to chat
a little with the volunteer who
delivered it, knowing that the
volunteers are charged with
looking out for the clients, and
getting help if anything is amiss.
A number of clients don’t speak
English, and several spoke only
Russian.

Nancy, 87, has been living
in Lafayette for three years,
having moved up from Modesto
three years ago to be closer to
her family. Her daughter lives
in Lafayette, her son in Dublin,

and another daughter lives in
Castro Valley, while her “baby”
lives in New York. She has eight
grandchildren. Nancy has vi-
sion trouble, but manages to
watch television with her huge
glasses. Arthritis has twisted
her hands and makes it impos-
sible for her to cook. She enjoys
the meals delivered, “very, very
much. Ilike everything,” she
enthused. She receives one
meal a day from Meals on
Wheels. Her children stock her
fridge and cook meals she stores
in her freezer.

Carolyn, 70, has lived in
Lafayette for two years after her
social worker found her small
apartment in a cul-de-sac. She
currently has no family in the
area, but her son, a church min-
ister, is moving back from
Florida soon. Born in Fresno,
Carolyn started working for her
father, who owned a trucking
company in Las Vegas. She
drove for him for several years,
delivering construction materi-
als. She was a cross-country
trucker for 10 years and she be-
came accustomed to eating
sandwiches while driving. To
this day, she really likes sand-
wiches, and she gets a deli meal
in addition to the hot meal of the
day. Carolyn has great difficulty
moving about, and her son
would like her to move in with
him, his wife and their two girls,
but she is happy on her own,
and Meals on Wheels allows her
to continue to live indepen-
dently, which fulfills the organi-
zation’s avowed purpose of en-
abling seniors to live on their
own for as long as possible.

Rose, 84, lives with her hus-
band, 88, in the same house
where they have lived for 50
years. They raised six children,
and have seven grandchildren,
but their children are scattered,
mostly in the military. Rose has
her “kitchen cabinet,” friends of
her son who, now that she’s
older, are happy to help her out.
Rose is retired from an insur-
ance company in San Francisco,
and her husband was a jour-
neyman sheet metal worker.
Rose had enjoyed cooking, but
she had to give it up because of a
leg ailment that makes it impos-
sible for her to stand at the
stove. The first thing to go from
their diet was fresh fruit and
vegetables, and she is especially
happy to receive the meals from
Meals on Wheels because she
gets a balanced diet. She enjoys
the volunteers who come in, de-
liver the food, and check on her
and her husband. The volun-
teers, are “very pleasant people.
I really appreciate them,” she
said, adding, “I've made a couple
of friends!” Rose couldn’t em-
phasize enough how much she
and her husband appreciate the
service.

Meals on Wheels of Contra
Costa, Inc. subsidizes 2,200
meals daily in Contra Costa
County and is a nonprofit coali-
tion of all the public and non-

profit agencies, and senior citi-
zen advisory groups involved in
providing Meals on Wheels ser-
vices to frail homebound elders
in the county. According to
Marti Carlson, community en-
gagement specialist for the non-
profit, Meals on Wheels of Con-
tra Costa, Inc. is the only agency
in the county raising funds to
provide the meals delivered to
homebound elders served by
the Meals on Wheels program.

Diablo Region delivers be-
tween 1,800 and 1,900 Meals on
Wheels meals daily in Central
Contra Costa County. Diablo Re-
gion, recently under the direc-
tion of Interim Executive Direc-
tor Carrie Blanding, are the
“boots on the ground,” so to
speak, delivering to individual
clients and also checking out the
CC Cafes at the Senior Centers,
according to Raniere..

According to Community
Engagement Specialist Marti
Carlson, Meals on Wheels of
Contra Costa, Inc., is the um-
brella group that is responsible
for the fundraising and they li-
aise with the county, which pro-
vides a nutritionist who makes
up the menus each month,
meeting federal guidelines for
nutritional content.

In Lamorinda, one route
covers Lafayette and another
covers Moraga and Orinda.
Each route has 16 clients, and
delivery to both routes requires
10 volunteers, each driving one
route once a week, since the
routes are some of the longest in
the area.

Volunteers seem happy to
use their own vehicles, and can,
but rarely do, declare their
mileage as a tax deduction, ac-
cording to Raniere. Each driver
receives an hour of training and
orientation. Before driving their
first route, new drivers do a
ride-along with an experienced
driver. Volunteers sign confi-
dentiality agreements, and se-
curity training agreements and
drivers are mandated reporters
of any situation they think is
abusive. According to Carlson,
there is always a need for more
volunteer drivers, but there is
also a long list of substitute dri-
vers. Many local groups, such as
local churches or Rotary groups,
volunteer to drive. All volun-
teers are subject to background
checks.

Meals are delivered to
clients five days a week. On Fri-
day, delivered frozen meals for
Saturday and Sunday are pro-
vided for those who need it.
Meals are also provided in ad-
vance of holidays. Meals on
Wheels clients receive at least
one meal for every day of the
year.

Raniere says that the Lam-
orinda area routes are pretty
stable, with people who have
been on the routes for a long
time. The most common reason
people come off is because they
are going to an assisted living
facility, she added.

Council to keep talking gas safety

.. continued from Page A3

Furthermore Gina Dawson
says that by virtue of their ef-
forts over the past two years,
Save Lafayette Trees has al-
ready become an informal gas
safety task force.

“We've researched for
countless hours, spoken with
pipeline safety experts, pre-
sented at safety conferences,
and importantly, engaged with
the CPUC. We helped instigate
the development of the
Lafayette Pipeline Safety Al-
liance - the collaboration of
PG&E, CPUC, and the commu-
nity (city and residents to-
gether) — all for improved gas
pipeline safety.”

Burks says he is eager to
agendize the item. “The issues
are complex and an open ses-
sion, with public input, is nec-
essary to understand solutions
and strategies. I have made it
clear over and over that my
main concern is for the public
safety of our community,” he
said.

At the same meeting both
Gina and Michael Dawson
expressed dismay over the
city’s Feb. 21 Almost Daily
Briefing email which fea-
tured as its lead story an arti-

cle from the Northern Cali-
fornia Record with the head-
line “Court grants PG&E’s re-
consideration and denies
Save Lafayette Trees pro-
tected tree petition.” Michael
Dawson accused the city of
giving an “erroneous and
false” headline knowing that
“distributing this story would
give residents a false impres-
sion that PG&E had won a
new ruling.”

Subramanian responded
by saying that the city cannot
change a headline.

“The Almost Daily Brief-
ing is a collection of pub-
lished articles related to
Lafayette. The city does not
change the headline or con-
tent of any article, and simply
presents the stories to the
community so that people are
aware of what is being writ-
ten about Lafayette,” said Jeff
Heyman, communications
analyst for the city of
Lafayette.

“The article in question
was published by a legal
journal serving Northern
California, and the city had
no hand in authoring the ar-
ticle or its headline,” Heyman
added.

Michael Dawson was dis-
appointed that the city did

not issue a correction. “This
biased article was written by
a national organization with
a specific mission to enact
business-friendly tort laws,
and was falsely made to look
like local news. Not only does
the city need to vet their top
story news links, they need to
do a better job being honest
and transparent in their
communications.”

Heyman says that the city
will be submitting a staff re-
port to the council detailing
the Almost Daily Briefing
production process at the
March 11 meeting.

Meanwhile Burks says
that the city is moving for-
ward to arrange a second
meeting with the community,
the city council, the CPUC and
PG&E. A previous meeting
with these parties took place
in November. They are cur-
rently looking at dates in
March and Burks says it will
include senior/high-level
stakeholders who are in a
position to make decisions.

“So the city is certainly
not sitting on our hands — we
are actively facilitating en-
gagement/collaboration in
the interests of public safety,”
Burks said.
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Planning a gateway to open space and miles of public trails in
the heart of Moraga

By Sophie Braccini

The vision to access hundreds
of acres of open space from
the Rheem Shopping Center
and linking a busy town cen-
ter to miles of trails and
recreation opportunities
could materialize this year,
but the John Muir Land Trust,
which has raised half of the
necessary $2 million to buy
the Painted Rock property, is
still short of funds. The JMLT
is now relying on private
generosity to close a deal that
must be finalized by May of
this year. A new matching
grant could bridge the gap if
the community rallies around
this opportunity.

The 84 acres of vacant
land located at the northeast
corner of Moraga Road and
Rheem Boulevard used to be-
long to Roger Poynt, who
passed away over four years
ago; his widow put the cen-
trally located lot up for sale
for $11 million, but struck a
deal with the JMLT for a frac-
tion of that price to turn her
property into wild space open
to the public in perpetuity.
Linus Eukel, the executive di-
rector of the nonprofit that
has patiently acquired land
all over the East Bay, explains
that the trust was specifically
interested in that relatively
small parcel because it is a
missing piece of a puzzle con-
necting open parcels pre-
served for wildlife and peo-
ple's recreation in Lamorinda
and beyond.

The JMLT is inviting lo-
cals to look at and discuss de-
sign concepts on Thursday,
March 14 that are being de-
veloped by the Restoration
Design Group. The informa-
tional session will be held
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. at the Ha-
cienda de las Flores in Mor-
aga, with the design presen-
tation scheduled for 6:30.
People will see how a net-
work of trails could link open
spaces in Moraga with Ran-
cho Laguna and Palos Col-
orados trails, as well as space
north to Lafayette, west to
Orinda as well as to the other
hundreds of acres of open
space toward the San Leandro
Reservoir.

At the Feb. 27 Moraga
Town Council meeting, mem-
bers requested that an update
from JMLT be presented at a
coming meeting to see how
close it is to reaching its goal
and to see what else the town
could do to support the effort.
The town’s mayor, Roger
Wykle, explained that the
council absolutely agrees that
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the acquisition of the Painted
Rock area by the JMLT would

Courtesy JMLF - the Restoration
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designs possible for the
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new donations and is being
offered to encourage every-
one to help get them across
the finish line.

The March 14 meeting
will be an important moment
for the trust to make its case
to residents about all the
wildlife opportunities that

10 ' NEW SIDEWALK ON MORAGA ROAD

1 1 ' PAINTED ROCK TRAIL FROM RIDGE (WITH STEPS) B

The mayor noted, how-
ever, that the town has many

and asking residents to "put
skin in the game.”

be good. So far the town has
not been able to contribute
any funds to the campaign,
but the council discussed
during the recent council
meeting the use of some of
the Palos Colorados funds to
support the Painted Rock ac-
quisition.

unfunded and competing
needs at the moment and the
council has not reached a fi-
nal decision. This is why,
knowing the town’s financial
situation, Eukel and his de-
velopment team are engaging
the general public, getting
some buy-in for future plans

“Today, at end of Febru-
ary, we have raised $1.45 mil-
lion, of which $350K is a chal-
lenge match for new gifts re-
ceived by May 1,” explained
Eukel. He added that the
challenge match comes from
anonymous donors, and is
very generous as it doubles

will be opened to them when
Painted Rock becomes public
and trails are developed.
Wykle says that he plans on
attending the March 14 pre-
sentation and expects that
other council members and
staff will as well.

Miramonte girls soccer NorCal champions!

... continued from Page A1l

A strong defensive effort
helped the Mats defeat No. 4
Kingsburg in the first round of
the NorCal tourney, with sopho-
more Angelina Basso scoring
the lone goal. McQuain gave

credit to Whipple and Grant for
their defensive efforts against a
team with one of the highest
scoring players in the state.

The NorCal championship
game was nearly a repeat per-
formance of the NCS playoffs, as
Campolindo fell one game shy

of reaching the finals, falling to
El Camino of Sacramento, 2-0.
The Cougars previously upset
No. 2 Sacred Heart Prep in
Atherton 3-2 to make it as far as
the semifinals.

Miramonte and Cam-
polindo met in the NCS finals,

with the 2-1 match being de-
cided on a corner kick that
Walthall bent into the net un-
touched with no time left on the
clock. Incredibly, it was
Walthall's second corner kick
goal of the game. Celia Campo
scored the lone goal for the

Cougars.

McQuain gave credit to as-
sistant coach Joe McMahon,
who is in his third year with the
program: "Joe was a big part of
everything this year and we re-
ally couldn't have done it with-
out him."

Consolidation of Design Review Board and Planning Commission

.. continued from Page A5

Farmer noted a decline in the
number of persons interested
in sitting on the DRB. In 2017,
there were nine DRB meet-
ings mostly regarding one
major item and a few more
were only for additions to a
single family home. In 2018,
several members of the DRB
moved over to the Planning
Commission, and their va-
cated positions were never
filled. Farmer has encouraged
residents who are interested
to fill those positions, but to
no avail. The DRB needs a
quorum to operate and it cur-
rently doesn’t have one.

Farmer feels that the
consolidation would benefit
developers and applicants by
saving them time and money.
They wouldn’t have to go
back and forth between de-
partments in order to get a
permit. He stated, “We are a
cost recovery department,
and we bill staff time to the
applicant.”

According to Farmer, the

state of California doesn’t re-
quire municipalities to have a
DRB the way it does a plan-
ning commission. Orinda has
already consolidated theirs
and Lafayette is watching
Moraga’s process before de-
ciding what route to take.

Members of the DRB
agree that the consolidation is
a good idea, and the level of
additional work for members
of the Planning Commission
would be minimal. “It’s not
going to be a culture shock.
These people (DRB members)
know the town.” Farmer
adds, “And, because we don’t
have a DRB quorum this
would be a good time to con-
sider consolidating the DRB
with the Planning
Commission.”

Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce President Bob Fritzky
agreed with the recommen-
dation, saying it would make
doing business with Moraga
that much more attractive to
potential developers.

The consolidation would
cost the town $12,000 -

$15,000 in legal fees to docu-
ment. Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg noted, “We do
have a budget for town attor-

ney costs, so that would fit in
with our budget. It wouldn’t
be additional legal fees.”

The town council unani-

mously agreed to allow pa-
perwork for the consolidation
process to begin.

VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS

..the Gift That Keeps On Giving

Would you like to make a difference?
Would you enjoy the appreciation of your peers and older adults?
Are you age 25 to 75 and in good health?

Consider becoming a volunteer driver for the Lamorinda Spirit
for 4 hours every week or two. Phone the Program Manager

at 284-5546 for more information. Training is provided.

Your Class C California Driver's License and a good driving record
are all you need. Rides are available for Lamorinda residents age
60 + by calling our Dispatch team at 283-3534.
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

- www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specmllzmg in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
COMSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

wl ".-ilr'rl.l.lld. Ceelifornia

DE.‘thH « REFIMISHING® INSTAL

925—3?6 1118"

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
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Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

ANA ZIMMANK

SRES
GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

M. 925.640.6008

ana.zimmank@camoves.com
CalBRE #00469962

experience

the difference

When it comes to your most important real
estate investments, trust the professional
who is exceeding expectations every day.
Whether you are looking for the perfect
home to suit your lifestyle or want to sell
your home for the best return, you can
count on me to carefully guide
you through the process.
Experience the difference. g T

Building
Foundations
ll" e Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing
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RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

THE RESCUE ONE FOUNDATION

is looking for applicants to fill a
vacancy on it's Board of Directors.

Residents living within the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District’s coverage area are eligible to apply.

The Rescue One Foundation serves as the
support group for the paramedic program of
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District.

Letters of interest should be sent no later than
March 18 and addressed to

Rescue One Foundation

1280 Moraga Way, Moraga, CA, 94556.

For further information about this position,
please call (925) 376-6151.

Moraga’s Joint Legislative Town Hall a

standing-room-only event

Photo Vera Kochan

From left: State Sen. Steve Glazer and
Assembly Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

By Vera Kochan

A packed house of attendees
from the Lamorinda area
came to hear what State Sen.
Steve Glazer’s and Assembly
Member Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan’s agendas were for
California — and more specif-
ically for Contra Costa County
—at a Joint Legislative Town
Hall hosted Feb. 28 by Cam-
polindo High School in
Moraga.

Glazer was a city council
member and three-time
mayor of Orinda. As senator
for the 7th District, he serves
Contra Costa and Alameda
counties, which include 20
cities.

The newly elected Bauer-
Kahan serves the 16th As-
sembly District which in-
cludes Moraga, Orinda and
Lafayette. She is a Bay Area
native who currently lives in
Orinda.

Both Glazer and Bauer-
Kahan began the new year
with impressive legislative
packages. Glazer is hoping

that some of his bills that
didn’t pass during Gov. Jerry
Brown’s administration may
have a new chance under
Gov. Gavin Newsome’s
leadership.

Glazer’s legislative pack-
age of proposed bills in-
cludes: a state parks and
beaches smoking ban with a
$25 fine; a $4 billion higher
education facilities bond act
for construction and remod-
eling of existing facilities at
UC and CSU campuses;
renter’s credit reform and
expansion to provide finan-
cial relief to low- and middle-
income families by increasing
renter’s tax credit; CalWORKS
benefits for full-time stu-
dents; a bill requiring transit
operators to allow people to
ride with their pets during
emergency evacuations; a bill
to prohibit landlords from
requiring active-duty service
members to pay last month’s
rent (in addition to the first
and deposit) as part of the
terms to rent; and restorative
justice for the victim of a

crime.

Bauer-Kahan wasted no
time during her few months
in office to come up with her
own legislative package
which includes: mental
health diversion gun control
prohibiting individuals from
possessing firearms while
under court-ordered treat-
ment; removal of CalWORKS
penalties for families whose
children receive scholarships
or rental assistance; a bill to
protect college students by
requiring out-of-state online
(for-profit) colleges to abide
by the same regulations that
apply to in-state colleges; hu-
man trafficking victim confi-
dentiality protections; Cov-
ered California application
extensions; and increased il-
legal dumping penalties.

Audience members
shared concerns about the
condition of the BART system,
specifically dirty trains, de-
lays and increasing crime.
Bauer-Kahan mentioned the
addition of 100 new trains
coming to the system with a
larger rider capacity.

One audience member’s
comments elicited a smatter-
ing of applause from the rest
of the crowd when he asked
what was being done about
all of the dead trees in the
area creating a potential fire
hazard. He was informed that
any trees on privately owned
land were the owner’s re-
sponsibility, but if any trees
are on federal land it’s an up-
hill battle for cooperation.

For additional informa-
tion, visit Glazer’s website at
https://sd07.senate.ca.gov or
call his local district office at
(925) 258-1176. Bauer-
Kahan's website is
https://al6.asmdc.org and her
local district office number is
(925) 328-1515.

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208
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925¢377+9209 @
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visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

Parenting in the age of technology

Photo Vera Kochan

Erica Pelavin, LCSW, Ph.D.,
co-founder of My Digital
TAT2, Inc.

... continued from Page A5

Over the last 15 years,
there have been huge ad-
vancements in social media
technology. Facebook was cre-
ated in 2004, and by 2005 the
average user sent 35 texts a
month. By 2016, the average
person sent 2,022 texts per
month. The first iPhone was
released in 2007, with the first
iPhone app following the next
year. As of 2018, teens have
access to 3.8 million apps.

Many of these apps can be
dangerous places for middle-

schoolers to traverse. Pelavin
says it’s important as a parent
to know what your kids are
viewing on social media, but
they can be defensive about
their presence there.

She suggests that parents ex-

~ press an interest in their

child’s favorite apps by asking
non-threatening questions,
and if the app is harmless
enough, have the child explain
the features and benefits of it.
Social media is a teen’s

~ outlet for coping with day-to-

day life. “Teens use social me-
dia to connect with peers, in-
vestigate the world, try new
identities and establish inde-
pendence,” says Pelavin. “If
kids have struggles in the real
world it may show up online.
The same goes with their pas-
sions and interests. They
search for fame and recogni-
tion. They’re looking for ac-
ceptance, hoping to be noticed,
struggling to stay relevant and
are strategically posting.”

Kids must understand the
consequences of rumors, gos-
sip and cyberbullying. Digital
content can be taken out of
context and words must be
chosen carefully. Kids should
only post positive things about
themselves or others and re-
member that they can’t undo a
message once they hit “send.”

Info: www.mydigitaltat2.org or (650) 427-0059

Leaving a digital tattoo is vir-
tually impossible to remove.
Anyone has the power to be an
ally to someone who has been
cyberbullied by sending a
message of support to the vic-
tim either publicly or pri-
vately. They can also report
the bullying to an adult and
refuse to participate in the at-
tack. Bullying can only thrive
when there is an audience.

According to Pelavin, kids
must learn to balance digital
use with device-free active
and healthy activities. Many
kids stay up late using their
devices when they should be
sleeping, thereby depriving
them of quality awake time
during school hours. She says,
“Put devices to bed at least one
hour before bedtime.”

A fourth-grader she coun-
sels told her, “My friend was
sleeping over and we couldn’t
fall asleep. We Googled how to
fall asleep, and it said, ‘Get off
of your device.”

“Kids really do want
forced family time - put all of
the phones in a basket and
have the ‘no phones’ rule ap-
ply to everybody during meal-
time or other family activi-
ties,” concludes Pelavin. “Our
kids are watching us. If you
abuse social media, so will
they.”

Share your thoughts, insights and
opinions with your community. Send a letter to
the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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‘Brooklyn Bridge’ a charming metaphor
of human (dis)connectedness at THT

Wiare Disigns

Photos Jay Yamada

From left: Terrance Smith and Emma Curtin in “Brooklyn Bridge” at Town Hall Theatre

By Sophie Braccini

Sacha, a 10-year-old girl going
on 11, must complete an es-
sential school assignment for
the next day: an essay on the
Brooklyn Bridge. She is alone
that evening, her mother is at
work and her father is long
gone ... and she can't find a
pen. Living in downtown New
York in an apartment building
where people don't know each
other, she is going to venture
out of her comfort zone and
reach out to her quirky and
colorful neighbors, discover-
ing many truths along the way
about human connectedness,
solidarity and friendship. The
craftily directed play, “Brook-
lyn Bridge,” is a pleasure for
the whole family that can be
appreciated at different levels.
The Brooklyn Bridge is a
testimony to human resilience
and vision. It was built to
bring together two neighbor-
hoods that looked at each
other across the East River,
and it took 14 years to be built
in the later part of the 19th
century. Sacha loves the
bridge and is in fact in awe of
it; she knows so many facts
about it, but beyond the ab-

sence of the pen, she has
writer's block because she has
not defined yet what the
bridge means to her. By meet-
ing her neighbors — Sam, a
dental student; Trudi, a busi-
nesswoman with time man-
agement issues; John, a
wheelchair-bound Brooklyn
Bridge buff and Talidia, a
Puerto Rican single mother
with many children - Sacha
discovers the importance of
reaching out and connecting
to others, and finally her vi-
sion of the bridge.

Young actress Emma
Curtin is on stage almost non-
stop, portraying a charming,
smart, precocious but still
naive pre-teen. The young ac-
tress can already boast a long
list of achievements through-
out the East Bay as dancer,
singer and actress. As the lead
in “Brooklyn Bridge” she
brings a freshness of approach
as well as impeccable crafts-
manship. It takes skills to per-
fectly deliver the very lovely
language used by playwright
Melissa James Gibson, who
has constructed a simple,
straight narrative — using the
classic unity of time, place and
action, studded with humor.
Curtin is simply excellent and

Tickets and details can be found at
www.townhalltheatre.com/brooklyn-bridge.

Emma Curtin and Tom Reilly in Brooklyn Bridge at Town Hall

Theatre.

ANTIGUADOORS. com
925.283.8933

sales@antiguadoors.com

ANTIGUA
DOORS

her fellow actors also rise to
the challenge.

Kudos go to the direction
by Graham Smith and scenic
designer Liliana Duque
Pifieiro. The actors move be-
tween floors, in and out of
apartments, and there is even
a visual rendering of the con-
struction of the bridge that's
quite poetic and inspirational.

People of any age will ap-
preciate the play and might
even, when they return home,
decide to knock on the door of
that strange neighbor they
have never talked to before,
even though they have lived
there for years, and maybe
there will be something they
will learn from one another.

“Brooklyn Bridge” opened
at Town Hall Theatre on Feb.
28 and will run through
March 23. The team offers dif-
ferent events such as talk-
backs with the cast and direc-
tor on certain nights.

g%() %’ll’(’/{l/ dince 1907
Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pear] Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
-----------------1

:. $5 off Watch Battery I
| Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 4/15/19. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
o oo e e ae Ee e e e Ee e e e o o omw o m

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY
MAIN STAGE

BROOKLYN
ERNPGE

by MelisealJames Gibson
dwe&fﬁﬂ]%:ﬂ @Gxiahang Smith

B

i

Y
Fearuory 2.8-Mareh 238, 2019

TOWNHALLTHEATRE.COM
(1) 925.283.1557 (@)

3535 SCHOOL ST. LAFAYETTE, CA

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR
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The Math Learning Center
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7
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State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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2019 Poul Anderson Creative Writing Contest open for submissions

THE

FRIENDS?
ORINDA
LIBRARY

By Sora O’Doherty

In honor of the late Orinda
resident and popular science-
fiction writer Poul Anderson,
high school students who re-
side or attend school in Orinda

will once again have an op-
portunity to compete in the
annual Poul Anderson Cre-
ative Writing Contest, spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Orinda Library. There are four
entry categories: Science Fic-
tion/Fantasy, Essay/Mem-
oir/Biography, and Poetry and
Short Story. Students may
submit no more than three
entries and no more than one
in any category. Submissions
must be in by Friday, April 19
at noon.

Up to four winners will
each be awarded $500 prizes,

underwritten by the Friends
of the Orinda Library, at the
end of the school year. Entries
are reviewed by a panel of lo-
cal judges who are involved
professionally in reading,
writing or publishing. This
year’s judges are Pat Rude-
busch, Janine deBoisblanc,
Elizabeth Perlman and Inez
Hollander Lake. Awards will
go to the works judged best.
There will not necessarily be
one award in each category.

The winning entries will be
posted on the Friends’ website
and inside the Orinda Library
facility for all to enjoy. Win-
ning entries from previous
years are available on the
Friends’ website.

Applicants are required to
submit a separate entry form
for each submission. The
writer’s name must not ap-
pear on the submission but
only on the entry form. En-
tries, which should include a

title, should be typed, double-
spaced and include page
numbers. Entries must be no
more than 20 pages. Entries
may be submitted as a hard
copy or electronically attached
to an email. Entrants must
state that their submissions
are entirely their own work,
and must agree to winning
entries being displayed at the
Orinda Library and posted on
the Friends’ website.

Info: More information about Poul Anderson, along with contest rules and entry forms, can be
found on the Friends’ website, at http://friendsoftheorindalibrary.org/writingcontest/.

‘Dark Figure of Crime,’ a chilling cold case

Image provided

By Sophie Braccini

A psychological thriller from
South Korea, “Dark Figure of
Crime,” is this month’s choice
for the International Film
Showcase in Lamorinda.
Dark, convoluted and un-
nerving, this well-made and
played film offers an interest-
ing peek into this country’s
criminal judicial system, and
delivers a chilling portrait of a
smart and manipulative crim-
inal, matched by a stubborn
police officer.

Director Kim Tae-gyoon
has a knack for spotting news
stories that make excellent
movies. In 2010 he wrote and
directed “A Barefoot Dream”
from a story he had seen on
TV that became his country’s
nominee for the Oscars that
year. This time around, he
was inspired by a true crime
story featured in a documen-
tary. It is the true story of
criminal investigator Hyung-
Min (Kim Yoon-Seok) who
through an informer meets
Tae-oh (Ju Ji-Hoon) who pre-
tends having been hired to
bury a body 10 years prior. As
Tae-oh is about to reveal
where that body is, he is vio-
lently arrested by another po-
lice group for another mur-

der. A month later, the now
prisoner contacts Hyung-Min
again and confesses having in
reality killed seven people; he
will give the officer more de-
tail if the officer comes back
to visit him and pays him
money.

The movie develops as the
chess game unfolds between
the two men. The cunning and
often very annoying criminal,
who has studied the law and
knows how to exploit its fine
print, leads the very patient
and tenacious officer, a model
of probity and humility, into a
wild goose chase studded with
false clues and half truths.
What is the criminal's aim
and what does he have to win
in this game?

The Korean movie is no
“Silence of the Lambs” and
does not rise to that level of
tension and horror. It is
nonetheless at times violent,
but is more focused on the
need to seek justice and truth,
even when the victims have
fallen into oblivion, a topic
that has recently become
more prominent with the ar-
rest of Samuel Little.

Tae-gyoon’s direction is
solid, with no frills or excess
gore. Yoon-Seok is very credi-
ble as the relentless and un-
yielding investigator. An

American audience may have
appreciated a deeper dive into
the investigator’s motivations
and psyche. There are a few
hints about his past, but pos-
sibly not enough to develop
strong empathy for this char-
acter. Ju Ji-Hoon creates a
very convincing villain.

Director Tae-gyoon said
during a promotional press
conference for the film that
after he watched the TV docu-
mentary he drove the follow-
ing day for five hours to the
Busan region where the story
happened to meet with the
detective and his team. He
met extensively with every-
one involved and it took him
five years to finish writing the
film.

The result shows the
meticulous puzzle work that
went on within the confines of
the prison walls and the men-
tal games that went on, un-
raveling the lies of a mur-
derer, and racking the nerves
of the spectator, as any good
thriller should.

“Dark Figure of Crime”
will be presented at the
Orinda Theatre for one week
starting March 8, then will
show at the Rheem Theatre in
Moraga starting March 15.

Family Focus

Helping your child, 6 and older, cope with the death of a loved one

By Margie Ryerson,
MFT

Some of the same guidelines
mentioned in the last column
about helping a young child
cope with the death of a loved
one apply to an older child as
well. You will want your child
to hear the sad news of a loved
one's death from you, if possi-
ble. Pick a familiar setting to
let your child know, such as
home, and keep your message
simple and direct.

What to Do:

In general, a child over
the age of 6 will have some
understanding about the per-
manence of death. He or she
will need comfort, reassur-
ance and encouragement to
ask questions and to express
his or her feelings. Stay close
physically as well, since your
presence and physical touch
can be very soothing.

Try to answer questions
honestly and simply. Some-
times a question contains a
hidden meaning. You will
want to verify its intent when
responding, so that your
child's needs will be truly sat-
isfied. For example, when Av-
ery wants to know what will
happen to her dog when he
dies, she may actually be
seeking information about
herself and the people in her
life. After answering her
question about her dog, a
helpful follow up might be, “Is
there anything else you want
to know?” or “It's understand-
able that you're wondering
about this.”

Let your child know what

to expect. If the death of a
loved one means changes in
your child’s life, head off any
worries or fears by explaining
what will happen. For exam-
ple, “Aunt Sara will pick you
up from school like Grandma
used to.” Or, “I need to stay
with Grandpa for a few days.
That means you and Dad will
be home taking care of each
other. But I'll talk to you every
day, and I'll be back on
Sunday.”

Respect your child's possi-
ble reluctance to talk much
about his or her loved one’s
death. Each child may have a
different way of responding to
loss. It is important for you,
however, to continue to men-
tion the person and reminisce
about happy times or what
you miss. Let your child see
how you are coping by talking
with your friends, seeking
spiritual comfort, and crying
and expressing sadness. As
long as your emotions aren’t
too strong and alarming to
your child, you will be provid-
ing a good example that it is
natural to express sad feel-
ings. You can say that it helps
you to talk about the person
who has died and to be sad.
You want to clear the way for
your child to talk or ask ques-
tions without worrying that
you will become too upset.

Older children may turn
to their peers for support and
tell you they don’t want to talk
about the death. Avoid forcing
the issue, and instead encour-
age your child to reach out to
other adults whom they trust,
such as a teacher or school

counselor. Try to maintain an
emotional connection with
your child, as well as physical
(hugs, back rubs, etc.). He or
she needs your support even if
it’s sometimes difficult to ac-
knowledge it.

Encourage your child to
attend the funeral or memor-
ial service, and think of a way
he or she can participate in
order to feel included. But af-
ter you have explained details
of what will take place, if your
child is strongly fearful and
reluctant to attend, try to
honor these wishes. The
graveside part of a funeral can
be especially difficult for chil-
dren. Remember, there is no
right and wrong. Your child
will most likely follow your
lead, so if you are accepting
and reassuring about the de-
cision, then he or she will
probably be at peace with it
too.

Guilt

Children can feel guilty
after someone close has died.
Younger children often have
magical thinking; they believe
their own thoughts and be-
havior cause things to happen.
If Brett was angry at his little
sister at times and she died,
then he must have caused her
death.

Older children’s guilt
takes the form of wondering
what they could have done
differently, so their loved one
wouldn’t have died. Maybe
their father wouldn't have had
a car accident or a heart at-
tack or cancer if they had only
behaved better and hadn’t
caused him stress. Also, chil-

dren may feel guilt about be-
ing argumentative or mean to
their father, or about ever
wishing that he were dead or
that they had a different
father.

Children need continuous
reassurance over time that
they had nothing to do with a
loved one’s death. And they
need to know that it is natural
and normal to have been an-
gry and upset with the person
at times and to have occasion-
ally harbored negative
feelings.

Anger

Children may feel anger
when a loved one dies. It can
be directed at the person who
died and abandoned them, or
more often it is diffused and
directed at anyone and every-
one for all sorts of unpre-
dictable reasons.

Provide outlets for your
child to express his or her
anger. Physical activities such
as sports, dancing, yard work
and gymnastics, and creative
activities, such as writing or
art are helpful. Encourage
your child to talk with some-
one he or she trusts.

Older children are at risk
for engaging in potentially de-
structive behavior. They may
turn to drugs or alcohol to es-
cape from reality, or lose in-
terest in school or previously
enjoyable activities. They may
become sexually promiscuous
and have frequent conflicts
with family and friends.

Notify teachers, coaches,
the school counselor, and any
other adults who are signifi-
cant in your child’s life. Ask

them to let you know about
any signs that your child may
be struggling. And if your
child needs more help, find a
therapist for additional
support.

You are instrumental in
helping your child through the
grief process, so it is essential
that you take care of yourself
during this time as well. As
I've mentioned before, just as
airlines tell you to first put on
your own oxygen mask before
you help your child, you need
to allow yourself time, sup-
port, and self-care for your
own grieving. This is the time
to lean on others for help with
tasks, childcare, and emo-
tional support for yourself. It’s
often hard to have to ask for
help from others, but it’s also
an important time to do so, for
your own sake and for your
family’s.

marriage and family therapist.
Contact her at (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. She is the
author of “Treat Your Partner
Like a Dog: How to Breed a Better
Relationship” and “Appetite for
Life: Inspiring Stories of Recovery
from Anorexia, Bulimia, and
Compulsive Overeating.”
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SMC grad student pens book about
gang violence, revenge

Author Darrion Theodore Carlyle Photo provided

By John T. Miller

While many young writers finish a new book
and languish away trying to find a publisher,
Darrion Theodore Carlyle, a Saint Mary's College
graduate student, jumped that hurdle by form-
ing his own company.

His first piece of fiction, “Down By the
Creek,” published by Carlyle Enterprises, is an
account of a young black male growing up amid
gangs, insecurities, peer pressure and family
responsibilities.

A synopsis of the book can be found on his
website: “After an act of gun violence, Don Wei-
land’s older sister dies. As Weiland tries to cope
with this loss in a promising new environment,
his old friends pressure him into joining a gang
in order to get revenge on those who killed his
sister.” Carlyle lost a close relative when he was
16, so he understands the grief of a tragic death.

The author uses two different fonts in
telling his story: one is the first-person voice of
the younger Dontae, while the other is the high
school version of the same person, although he
now goes by Don. It would require a “spoiler
alert” to tell you why. Carlyle also breaks con-
vention by telling the elder's version in third
person, but occasionally switches to first person
"in order to get the reader in the character's
shoes," he explains.

The writing is a little rough at times, with
much of the dialogue in street slang, but some of
the ensemble scenes with his “homies” ring true
to life and sparkle with action and dialogue.

The high school Don attends corresponds to
the medicine-based magnet school Carlyle at-

tended in Compton. The fictionalized Stevenson
High is a magnet school for art.

“There was a lot of gang stuff around my
school; Compton was known for it,” says Carlyle,
who renames the town Avalon for his story.
“The school did a good job of keeping every-
thing in focus. I didn't appreciate it when I was
young but they did a lot for me and prepared
me for college.”

The book was cathartic for Carlyle, as he
wrestled with issues of depression, grief and
suicidal thoughts throughout his young adult-
hood. “Looking at my thoughts on the page
through the characters I created allowed me to
really see how I was feeling. Writing the book
felt like it gave my life purpose.”

Carlyle was born in Carson — a suburb of
Los Angeles - to Jamaican immigrant parents
who provided a nurturing upbringing. His
mother was an English teacher and his father,
an officer with the LAPD, taught him a healthy
work ethic, especially through his hobby of
gardening.

“There's a lot of tree references in the
book,” says Carlyle. “Planting a seed and watch-
ing it grow taught me how to nurture some-
thing. That process is a lot like writing my
book.”

Carlyle majored in English with a minor in
Philosophy at UC Riverside. He wrote the book
while substitute teaching in Los Angeles. Cur-
rently, he is working on his master's in creative
writing at SMC, and substitutes in the Acalanes
Union High School District. He is currently
working on a collection of short stories and a
short film, both of which should be complete in
the summer of 2019.

Carlyle participated in last year's Spring
Author Fest at Campolindo High School to talk
about his writing, education and inspiration.
According to the school's librarian Sarah Mor-
gan, “The students were especially interested in
him as he is young and relatable. They learned
that if you find your passion, you can pursue it
with specialized schooling and lots of practice.”

“It was my mother's idea to start a publish-
ing company for my book and others, so we
looked it up and figured out how to do it,” says
Carlyle. “So far we've published four other au-
thor's work. It's exciting because you can also
help many other people.” The family-run busi-
ness is called Carlyle Enterprises.

In order to publish, he talks to the author
and they edit together. “It's helpful because the
author is able to see how their book is working.”
The company does cover art, font style, artistic
details, and registers it with the Library of
Congress.

One of his favorite expressions, which
serves as a banner on the website is: “Art is
healing, art is expression, and art is communi-
cation.” Deeply spiritual, Carlyle's personal ad-
vice is to “put faith in God and follow your
dreams.”

So far, Carlyle has donated many hooks to
high schools, libraries and book clubs along
with sales.

Info: For more information on purchasing, or to find out about the publishing side, go to

http://carlyleenterprises.com/down-by-the-creek/.
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PAMPER YOUR PET

aft LaMorinda’s premiere dog boarding service
i and day care. We offer daytime and
o overnight services for dogs in a
spacious, private loving home.
Your dog will romp and play
or relax and lounge in our
— kennel free home environment.
dBar

(925) 297-5905

gina@littleredbarnpetprosbedandbarkfast.com

Qe NPT O
All In One HouseKeeping

No Time to Clean Your House! No Problem - We can do it
for You! We are the most reliable House Cleaning Service
with the best rates and the best customer satisfaction.
We are friendly and highly professional to exceed your
expectations.
There is No Task we cannot do:
Residential - Commercial | Regular and Deep Cleaning
Move Out or Move In | Party Cleaning, Window Cleaning

The Ultimate Guide to our Housekeeping Service:

The Kitchen: Dishwasher and Appliances | Take out Trash
Kitchen Sink | Stove | Microwave | Countertop [TV Stand and Shelf
Dust Base Boards | The Living Room: Dusting | Wipe
Upholstery | Couch | Dust Base Boards | Remove cobwebs

More than 20 Years Experience

Call for Free Estimate

925-949-9819
Allinonehousekeeping925@gmail.com

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

) ] L
Callh 925 :33 3ﬁ988 1 Honest
www.honestrodentproofing.com Ill]llﬂl“ [I"H]ﬂ“g

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento ENFERIENCE Ya0 CAT TEUST

City’s Proclamation in Support of
Rotary and New Day for Children

From left: Niroop Srivatsa, New Day for Children

— [ ]

Photo Jeff Heyman

Spring is almost here, let’s
make more room in your house

Local resident turns your cars into cash

Do you have a Car, Truck, RV, Motor
Home, Boat, jet ski, Motorcycle.

Paid or not?
Let my 40 years of experience help you
to turn it into cash on the spot. We
can tow it away free of charge to give
you your space back.
We are local and with one phone call, I
could turn your unused vehicle into
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

Please call- (510)461-1550

representative, Terry Ring, Nancy Hobbs and Mary Lou Till.

Submitted by Jeff
Heyman

Last week, Lafayette interim
City Manager Niroop Srivatsa
presented the Rotary Club of
Lafayette with the city coun-
cil’s proclamation recognizing
Rotary’s partnership with New
Day for Children, an Alamo-
based organization that strives
to meet the unique needs of
rescued girls who have been
sex-trafficked, combining
shelter, education and therapy
to lift the girls out of their des-
perate circumstances. The
mayor also proclaimed March
23 as Human Trafficking

Awareness Day in the city of
Lafayette. That date coincides
with a fundraising event that
Rotary is holding to support
New Day’s work.

The Rotary Club’s event,
Swing to Freedom, is being
held at Oakwood Athletic Club
on March 23. The goal is to
raise $100,000 for New Day to
help girls, ages 10-18, who are
rescued from sex-trafficking in
Alameda and Contra Costa
counties, as well as from
across the United States. Tick-
ets cost $175. Opportunities for
corporate sponsorship are also
available. Please contact Mary
Lou Till for more information
and tickets at (925) 212-4546.

Lafayette, CA
(925) 385-0562

elizabeth@doingcollege.com
www.doingcollege.com

|s There a Future Doctor in the House?

Comprehensive and Personalized Counseling Services
25 Years of Experience in Graduate and Professional School Admissions

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
Founder, Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School Admissions Services

=
éﬁ" Doing College
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Miramonte student wins Moraga
Lions Student Speakers Contest

Submitted by Fred George

The topic this year for The
Moraga Lions Club’s an-
nual Student Speaker
Contest Feb. 20 at the
Moraga Library was
"Freedom of the Press:
what does it mean?" The
winner this year was Mi-
ramonte High School se-
nior Clara Wu, who is
planning on attending
Eastside College in Boston
next year. Dan Hagan,
Moraga Lions Club presi-
dent, said he was im-
pressed by Wu’s expres-
sion and creativity, noting
it was obvious that young
people have strong ideas
about current events. Li-
ons’ members were proud
that they were able to
provide the contestants
with the opportunity to
share their views and
skill. The contest has six
levels, and the winning
student can win up to
$21,000 in scholarships.
There is a total of $103,000
awarded overall in scholar-

ships. The next level is the Zone level
to be held March 15, starting at 7
p-m.at the Creekside Room in
Rossmoor.

Photo provided

Miramonte High School senior Clara Wu with
contest chair Fred George.

Troop 204 presents 2019 Eagle

Scouts

Submitted by Jill
Montaquila

Lafayette Boy Scout Troop 204 will
honor 12 young men who have
achieved the Eagle Scout Rank, the
highest rank in the Boy Scouts of
America, on March 23 at 1 p.m. at
Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church,
49 Knox Drive. This will be Troop 204's
66th Eagle Court of Honor.

To attain Eagle Scout, candidates
must earn their way up the scouting
ranks from Tenderfoot to Life Scout.
Life Scouts must be active in the Troop
for at least six months, earn at least 21
required merit badges, serve in a lead-
ership position, show Scout spirit, and
plan, develop and give leadership to
others in an approved Eagle Service
Project. In the addition to the require-
ments listed above, each of the Troop
204 Eagle Scouts has attended the an-
nual 50-mile backpacking trips, in-
cluding planning and leading a trek on
a nine-day trip. They have hiked over
500 miles, and actively participated in
annual Camporees.

William Condy constructed planter
boxes for the garden at Burton Valley
Elementary. Reid Fellner completed a
beautification project at Acalanes High
School consisting of landscaping
planter boxes and planting new trees
and shrubs. Dominik Figone con-

Photo provided
From left, sitting: Jared Steuber, Nathan Sherman, Kevin Mlynek, Oliver
Rotundo, William Condy, Matthew Montaquila; standing: Ryan Owens, Andrew
Tso, Dominik Figone, Luke Vandenberghe, Thomas Judson, and Reid Fellner.

structed Wood Duck nesting boxes and
installed them at the Colusa National
Wildlife Refuge. Thomas Judson up-
graded and improved the Third Grade
Garden at Happy Valley Elementary
School. Kevin Mlynek restored a trail,
planted new bushes and built a retain-
ing wall at Springhill Elementary
School Garden. Matthew Montaquila
made blankets for injured or sick chil-
dren at Children's Hospital in Oakland
and Walnut Creek. Ryan Owens built
planter box cages at Springhill Ele-
mentary School Garden to protect
fruits and vegetables from being eaten
by animals. Oliver Rotundo con-
structed a drainage trench that diverts
the flow of water to avoid flooding
while creating a small-scale vernal
pool to be studied by Springhill Ele-
mentary students. Nathan Sherman
constructed PVC soccer goals for Trust
in Education, to be sent to children in
Afghanistan. Jared Steuber and his fel-
low Scouts trained homeless families
in basic first aid and gave them first
aid kits at Shelter Inc. in Martinez. An-
drew Tso repainted faded safety lines
for 24 classroom doors/areas at
Lafayette Elementary School as well as
planted shrubs in a bare section of the
quad. Luke Vandenberghe built
benches at Las Trampas pool in
Lafayette where his family has swum
for over 16 years.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available
whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and
information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In

Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special
event or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement,
scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special
person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along
with your text (up to 250 words) to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and
Remembrances” in the subject line.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Benefit concert for Congolese

refugee family

A year ago, a family of eight was res-
cued from a West Uganda refugee
camp by Catholic Charities and was
brought to the United States to live.
Sadly the family’s father, Sadiki, was
run over by a car while bicycling last
fall and hasn't been able to work, so
Sadiki, his wife Noela, and their six
sons ages 2-14 are relying on social
services and three church’s support to
survive: Lafayette United Methodist
Church, St. Joseph Catholic Church of
Fremont, and the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints in Danville.
In an effort to help this family,

Don Keeble, who is the chair of Church

Council and has been a member of
chancel choir at Lafayette United
Methodist Church for 20 years, is or-
ganizing a special concert at 3 p.m.
Sunday, March 17 at the Lafayette
church located at 955 Moraga Road.
Donations for the family will be ac-
cepted at the free event.

The concert will feature Keeble,
who released his first album, “It’s All
About Love,” in 2015 and his second
“Do Good, Be Well, Have Fun,” and
Dave Nachmanoff - a singer-
songwriter, songwriting teacher,
recording engineer and amazing mu-
sician who helped Keeble write his
songs, recorded and engineered them
and played almost all the instruments,
and has a new CD called “Cerulean
Sky.”

“I've fallen in love with (this fam-
ily) and had them over for several pool
parties last summer,” Keeble said,
“they'd never been in a swimming
pool! So many firsts for this family,"
added Keeble. "Come support them
and enjoy some great music."

--J. Wake

Acalanes and Campo place 3rd
and 4th in County Mock Trials

Competition

Campolindo Mock Trial Team

Submitted by Jonathan
Lance, CCCOE

For four weeks (seven evenings) 17
Contra Costa County high school Mock
Trial teams have been battling it out
with each other inside the superior
courthouse courtrooms of Martinez
during the 38th Annual Contra Costa
County High School Mock Trials. Each
school alternates, providing prosecu-
tion or defense teams.

As like their fellow Mock Trial
Teams throughout the nation, the
teams presented the case: People v.
Klein. Unlike previous years when the
case has involved murder or mayhem,
this year’s trial centered on social me-
dia. A local college student was
charged with posting a criminal threat
online, and then texting a false report
to police - also known as “swatting.”
“Swatting” is the action of calling the
police with report of a fake emergency.

The Mock Trial Awards Ceremony
was held Feb. 21 at the Contra Costa
County Office of Education, in Pleasant
Hill. After Contra Costa County Super-
intendent of Schools Lynn Mackey and
Contra Costa County Board of Educa-
tion President Mike Maxwell wel-
comed the crowd, and remarks given
by Contra Costa County Superior Court
Presiding Judge Barry Baskin, the
Mock Trial coaches presented individ-
ual awards to their exceptional-
performing students.

This year’s top four teams were

ranked in this order: 1) California, 2)
Alhambra, 3) Acalanes, 4) Campolindo.
California High has now won back-to-
back championships.

The honored guest speaker, Judge
Barry Baskin, was on hand to address
the large crowd with his accounts of
this year’s Mock Trials. “I can safely
speak for a number of my fellow
judges when I say, Mock Trials is our
favorite time of the year. It is a delight
to watch you all master the courtroom,
and it’s solely due to your dedication
and hard work.”

This year, approximately 75 Bay
Area practicing and retired attorneys,
senior law students and sworn judges
volunteered their time to serve as
Mock Trial Attorney Scorers and
Judges. These volunteers represented
judges from Bay Area Superior Courts,
the California Bankruptcy Court, the
California Supreme Court and the Cal-
ifornia Appellate Court. Attorney Scor-
ers included Bay Area attorneys from
county District Attorney and Public
Defender offices, the State Attorney
General’s Office and the California De-
partment of Justice. Also serving as at-
torney scorers were nonprofit, public,
private and corporate attorneys. In
addition, senior students from two Bay
Area law schools also lent a hand in
scoring.

For all the team and individual re-
sults, visit the Contra Costa County Of-
fice of Education's website and click on
Mock Trial: www.cccoe.K12.ca.us.
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SUMMER CAMPS 2019

Part 1, Spring Break, Full Day and Overnight Summer Camps
(Part 2, half-day camps, April 3, 2019)

SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Randy Bennett Basketball Camps See
(Saint Mary's College, Moraga) ad

The Randy Bennett Day Camps held at Saint Mary’s

College in McKeon Pavilion are a great way for boys and girls
ages 4-13 to receive top-class instruction on every aspect of
the game, led by Coach Bennett and his staff. Morning,

www.lamorindaweekly.com

afternoon and full day options available.

Dates: April 1-4

www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMPS

Adventure Day Camp
(Walnut Creek, San

Ramon, & Alamo) See
Celebrating 20 years! A [ aqg
traditional summer day

camp for children ages

3-15. Swimming, horseback
riding, sailing, skateboarding,
woodworking, science, arts,
sports, archery, drama, music,
rock climbing, hiking, overnight

Avid4 Adventure
(Moraga)

This summer experience the
power of authentic outdoor
adventure. Avid4 Adventure’s
experienced instructors teach
pre-K — 7th graders of all
levels to climb, paddle, bike,
hike and thrive in the
outdoors. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. with

camping, and camp games.
Home transportation is
available from most areas.
Dates: June-August

(925) 937-6500
www.adventuredaycamp.com

before and after care.

Dates: Weekly, June- August
(800) 977-9873
www.avid4.com

Berkeley Rep School of
Theatre Summer Theatre In-
tensive (Berkeley)
Summer Theatre Intensive is an

opportunity to become fully im-
mersed in every facet of the
world of theatre, regardless of
experience level. The only re-
quirement is an active mind open

Bentley Summer
Academy (Lafayette)

Bentley Summer See
Academy offers a aqg
wide variety of

innovative courses for
students first through 12th

grade. The Academy runs UG L ;
from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with to imagination, collaboration,

extended camp Options for hard Work, and, of course, lots of
families needing early drop-off ~ fun. )

or late pickup. Dates: Theatre Intensive for en-
tering grades 6-8, June 17 —July
12; entering grades 9-12, July
16—-Aug 9; Filmmaking & Acting
Intensive for entering grades 9-
12, July 15 — Aug 2.

summer@bentleyschool.org
www.bentleysummer
academy.org

Camp Awesome
(Lafayette)

Camp Doodles
(Orinda, Berkeley, SF, Mill Valley)

At St. Stephens, Camp See
Doodles is an incubator [ aqg
for kids to grow their creative
intelligence through making and
art in a project-based, hands-on
environment. New themes this
year include Da Vinci's
Footsteps, PVC Madness and
Opposites Attract. We are ACA
accredited and have been
offering Bay Area camps since
2002. Dates: Weekly sessions
June 10 — August 9.

(415) 388-4386
www.campdoodles.com

Camp Awesome is fun,
flexible, and affordable. Open
all nine weeks of summer:
Day (9 a.m.- 2 p.m.)

Early Care (7:30 a.m.)
Afternoon (2-5:30 p.m.)

Register by the day or week.
Dates: June - August

(925) 284-2232
www.LafayetteRec.org

... continued on next Page

EST. 1996
FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMIPOLINDO HIGH SCHOOL

GRADES & - 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE
DATES: July 8 thru July 19 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $400 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO:
cougarcamps.com
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Get ready for summer!

It may only be March, and the rain is clouding our lives, but spring break and
summer are just around the corner, and with that comes the wonderful opportunity for
our children to experience some fantastic camps. In this issue of the Lamorinda WeeKkly,
we kick off our annual guide to activities and programs in and around Lamorinda,
featuring full-day camps and overnight camps. Look for our listing of half-day camps and
programs coming in April.

Get your children ready to have the spring break and summer of their dreams!

SPRING BREAK CAMP
APRIL 1 - 4

DAY CAMPS
JUNE 10-14  JUNE 17-2

JUNE 24-28  JULY 8-12

FATHER-SON GAMP
JULY 6 &7

HIGH POTENTIAL CAMP

AUGUST 1-3

6T0Z SANVI HANKNNS

\ Programs available at

THE SEVEN HiLLS ScHOOL
Walnut Creek

Adventure Day/Camp

[ A traditional summer camp'experience

The Dorris-Eaton School

San Ramon

Activities:

Call us Today
Schedule a Camp Tour

Half and Full Day Programs for Preschool Age

Swimming Music Crafts Drama Climbing Sports Hiking
Horseback Riding Dance Story Telling Games Enrichment

Staffed by Preschool Teachers

sduie) Jauwnung 3Y3SIUIIAQ pue Le JIng ‘qeaaq sultadsg

Celebrating

@@ 925.937.6500 e Adventuredaycamp.com

Years



Spring Break, Full Day and Overnight Summer Camps

SUMMER CAMPS 2019
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TAKE S UMMER TO TS

Exciting, innovative programming

for grades 1-12
REGISTER TODAY

BENTLEYSUMMERACADEMY.ORG

f
LIMIYAswim

LMYA SWIM TEAM
Registration Open!

— April Swim Conditioning begins 4/9

— Summer Swim Team begins 4/30
(Register Early for Discounts!)

— Gutter Guppy Program begins in June

Want to Learn
More About Us?

— Attend Swim Team Info Night on 3/12

— Visit www.Imyaswim.com for details

www.Ilmyaswim.com

LEARN TO ROW!

Oakland Strokes Summer Rowing Camps
Boys and Girls Ages 12-17

One Week Introductory Sessions at San Pablo Reservoir
and the Oakland Estuary (8:30am - 11:30am). No experience
necessary!

San Pablo Reservoir Sessions | Oakland Estuary Sessions

* June 10-14 e July 8-12
* June 17-21 e July 15-29
e June 24-28 e July 22-26

e July 29-Aug 2
* Intermediate sessions available to athletes who have completed a prior one week
introductory session or our middle school program.

Ideal for students entering 9th or 10th grade!

LLearn More & Sign Up at www.oaklandstrokes.org

SEMINOW!  Fashion Design & |

fachion studo _ Sewing Camps

Kids & Teens - Beginner to Advanced - Half or Full Day - REGISTER NOW!

| Learn to design like a pro, sew your own fashions, and make new friends! 1
1 Design and make your own unique fashion items to model in the fashion show: totes, shorts, and all new 1
I FashionKit projects! Extra full day options this year! Teens, Kids, and Juniors (2nd/3rd grade) 1
I For more information email, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com 1
I '} i " I
1 |
1 |
I |
I |
1 |
I |
I |
I . T, 1
I sewnow! 3455 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette (925)283-7396 info@sewnow.com _:
FULL DAY SUMMER CAMPS ... continued
Camp Galileo Camp Kefli Camp Orinda
(Lafayette and Orinda) (Lafayette) (Orinda)
At Galileo, we mix day camp fun  Camp Kefli offers a wide Camp Orinda offers a full-day
with hands-on projects in fields ~ range of programs that are traditional camp experience
from science and engineeringto  appropriate to each age for active kids, looking for
the visual and culinary arts. group, grades K-8, filling our  adventure. Each week
Campers learn game-changing  two one-week sessions with  features fun camp themes,
lessons, like the innovator’s fun. Some programs utilize games, crafts, and sports
mindset, the power of the Temple Isaiah facility plus two awesome field trips,
collaboration and how to while others take all expenses paid, to the
embrace rather than fear place off site. We offer places kids love throughout
mistakes. Pre-K to entering 8th ~ creative theme days and the Bay Area including Six
grades. 9 a.m. -3 p.m. with adventures that enrich and Flags, Waterworld and more.
extended care available. delight our campers. Extended Care available.
(800) 854-3684 Dates: July 29-August 9 Dates: June 17- August 8
www.galileo-camps.com (925) 284-9191 (925) 254-2445
www.temple-isaiah.org/kefli http://orindaparksandrec.org

Lafayette Summer Music Moraga Day Camp Randy Bennett Basketball

Jazz Workshop (Lafayette) (Moraga) Camps (Saint Mary's
College, Moraga)
This weeklong music Roll out the red carpet for 8 The Randy Bennett Day
workshop provides an weeks of movie themed Camps held at Saint Mary’s
intimate and inspiring summer camp fun! Moraga College in McKeon Pavilion
environment for learning and  Day Camp and Moraga Day are a great way for boys and
playing jazz. Students, ages = Camp Jr. are for children ages  girls ages 4-13 to receive
11 to 80-years-old, receive 5-10 that will incorporate top-class instruction on every
master classes, games, crafts, fieldtrips, and aspect of the game, led by
improvisation workshops and lots of other fun activities! Coach Bennett and his staff.
jazz combos led by some of  Themes and field trips listed Morning, afternoon and full
the preeminent, professional  online. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; day options available.
musicians in the field. July 14 extended care also available Day Camps in June 10-14,
is audition day. 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 17-21, 24-28
Dates: One week only, July Dates: June 17 - Aug. 9 Day Camp in July 8-12
15-19 (925) 888-7045 Father-Son Camp July 6-7
www.lafsmw.org moragarec.com smcmensbasketballcamps.com
Roughing It Day The Saklan See) Sewnow! Fashion Studio
Camp (Lafayette) / ““¢/ School (Moraga) [ aqg (Lafayette)
adqg See
Outdoor summer Provides culture, language and Join your friends and ad
camp where kids make lasting ~ summer fun for ages 3-11. Learn-to-Sew fromthe
friendships, learn new skills Mornings on campus are filled ~ Very beginning, or Intermediate
and thrive outdoors. Campers ~ with enrichment in Mandarin, ~ S€Wists create a FashionKit
ages 4 - 16 spend the summer  French, Japanese, and capsule collection outfit. Camps
with the same age group which ~ Spanish. Afternoons are include FashionKit patterns with
builds camaraderie and packed with summer fun, digital instructions, fabrics,
community. Outdoor activities  including field trips, swimming, ~notions and embroidery.
with instruction for all ages and  art and music. Three-week Suitable for kids in 4th grade
abilities. Free extended care  sessions 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.  and up. Half Day, Learn-to-sew,
and free transportation Full or half days, with extended Teen only,and Full Day
included. care available. programs available. Fashion
Dates: June - August Dates: June 10 — Aug. 9 Show Sunday, Aug. 11 at 4 p.m.
(925) 283-3795 (925) 376-7900 (925) 283-7396
www.roughingit.com www.saklan.org WWW.SEWNow.com

Sienna Ranch
(Lafayette)

Camp choices at Lamorinda’s
own ranch camp include
morning Farm Hands and
Nature, and Horseback Riding
camps as well as afternoon
pottery, woodshop, archery, art
and animals, horses and more.
Serving campers entering
grades PreK-8 with select teen
programming, Sienna Ranch
offers weeklong, full-day or
half-day camp options.

Dates: June 10 - August 16
(925) 283-6311
www.siennaranch.net

Winter Savings

PROMOTIONAL MEMBERSHIP RATES Summer Camps with Viva
FOR A LIMITED TIME el Espafiol (Lafayette)
Learn or improve See
Spanish language aq

Spanish Immersion

skills through games,

music, arts and crafts,
science projects and cooking.
During each weeklong camp

SLEEPYHOLLOW | sudensieamvocatuiary

SWIM & TENNIS CLUB themes such as Wondrous
Outdoors at the Reservoir or
Orinda, CA * Est. 1955 Secret Agent Camp. Full day, 9

a.m.- 3 p.m. Before/after-care
available. Half-day options.
(925) 962-9177
925.254.1126 | shstc@comcast.net www.vivaelespanol.org

www.sleepyhollowclub.com | 1 Sunnyside Lane, Orinda
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SUMMER
CAMPS 2019

OVERNIGHT SUMMER CAMPS

Aspen Network Team Camp See
(Sierra Nevada Mountains) aq

Teens and young adults with social differences that

include anxiety, spectrum behaviors, OCD, ADHD or
Non-verbal Learning Disorder have discovered a safe space
at our camp located in the beautiful Sierra Nevada Mountains
of Northern California. Activities include river rafting, sailing
on Lake Tahoe, backpacking, hiking and campfires.

Dates: July 8-11

(925) 262-3135 www.aspennetwork.net

The Randy Bennett High Potential Camp
(Saint Mary's College, Moraga)
See

The Randy Bennett High Potential Camp is aq
designed for boys entering 6th-12th grades who
would like to achieve at the highest levels of basketball.
Coach Bennett and his staff personally direct this overnight
camp as they coach each participant as if he were a player at
Saint Mary’s College. Each athlete will participate in daily
competitions, skill development, and scrimmages.
Dates: Aug. 1-3
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com

Marin Ranch Camp
(Petaluma)

Hosted by Walker Creek Ranch and the Marin County Office
of Education, we offer all of the fun, traditional camp activities
like canoeing, archery and sitting around the campfire
roasting s'mores. Our well-trained team of counselors creates
a nurturing environment where campers feel safe to step
outside of their comfort zone, challenge themselves with new
adventures and make new friends.

Dates: August 6 — 15

(415) 930-4649 www.marinranchcamp.org

Did we miss your favorite camp?

On April 3 we will list all half-day camps and classes.
Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us.
Call (925) 377-0977 or email
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising.
Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. In the event we have
inadvertently printed misinformation, please let us know. LW is not liable
for errors or omissions.

Thank you Advertisers!
Lamorinda WeeKkly.

Miramonte Swim Club

Lamorinda Youth Recreational Swim Team

e Fall & Spring Swim Clinics for all levels

e Summer Public Youth Swim Team for ages 4-18

e Summer Learn to Swim Program (Junior Gators)
* No Membership Required

o Afternoon Practices

e Practices and competes at Miramonte High School
» Experienced and dedicated Coaching Staff

Registration for
Spring and Summer

can be found on
www.mscgators.org

,a.\

h‘\,"-
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Spamsh Immetsion Camps

* Week-long day camps

* Choose from a variety of kid-friendly themes

% Camps include games, arts & crafts,
science, music, cooking and more!

+ Option for half or full day, with before and
after care

* Experienced, dynamic teachers

K JOln us (Of .
& soytling

o music, 4
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Several camps include fieldtrips to the Lafayette Reservoir!

www.vivaelespanol.org « 925-962-9177
Lafayette ¢ Pleasanton  Mill Valley * And schools all over the Bay Area

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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- ROUGHING IT

) DAY CAMP

Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Located at the Lafayette Reservoir « Ages 4-16
Free Transportation * Free Extended Care

Join us for a camp tour!
Roughingit.com 925.283.3795

www.AspenNetwork.net
Tel: (925) 262-3135

Summer Camp July 8-11

Aspen network is an exciting program for youth
and young adults with social differences, which
includes a great summer camp.

Located in the beautiful Lake Tahoe area

« Social skills

» Physical activity and endurance

« Self-determination

 Leadership skills

 Friendships and camaraderie

» Meeting challenges and personal goals
» Making smart decisions

Saklan
Sch- |

F'ra. H!‘lruugh . ﬁ -;_‘

o ;
Act Compassionately. Live Courageously.

Life Changing Education
Right Around the Corner

Contact us at admissions @saklan.org
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ART

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art (SMC | MoA) is pleased to
present two Spring Exhibitions,
"Foad Satterfield: THINGS
KNOWN?” and “David Otis John-
son: NOCTAMBULANT.” These
exhibitions runs through June 9.
For more information on pro-
grams and events, please visit
www.stmarys-ca.edu/museum.

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces the opening of “Into the
Wood(s)” an homage to trees,
opening on the first day of
spring, March 20. Watercolor
landscapes by Moraga's George
Ehrenhaft, the show’s featured
artist, capture the arboreal
splendor of Lamorinda and be-
yond - from the Pacific shore to
peaks of the Sierra. The show’s
featured guest artist, Duke Her-
rero of Orinda, has created
museum-quality wooden objects
- utensils, table-top bhoxes, foot-
stools, cutting boards, and more
— all hewn and lovingly shaped
from a variety of trees from
everyday walnut and cherry to

exotic ipe and cocobolo. The
show runs through June 1, with a
free reception from 5 to 7 p.m. on
March 23. The current show “A
Sense of Place” is running
through March 16. For more in-
formation, visit www.mora-
gaartgallery.com or call (925)
376-5407.

Valley Art Gallery presents
“Celebrating 70,” a new exhibi-
tion for its 70th Anniversary
running through March 15, 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110, Walnut
Creek. www.valleyartgallery.org;
(925) 935-4311

MUSIC

East Bay treble choir, Wom-
enSing, is hosting an event to cel-
ebrate International Women’s
Day at 8 p.m. Friday, March 8
that will include a screening of
the acclaimed documentary “Lit-
tle Stones,” a concert, and recep-
tion. The audience will have an
opportunity to meet members of
WomenSing at a reception after
the performance. The event will
take place at the Del Valle The-

atre, 1963 Tice Valley Blvd., Wal-
nut Creek. Tickets: $10 youth; $30
general,
lesherartscenter.showare.com/
LittleStones

Cantare Con Vivo presents
Messa da Requiem at 7:30 p.m.
on March 16 at the Walnut Creek
Presbyterian Church, 1801 La-
cassie Ave., Walnut Creek. The
Cantare Chorale, 120 fabulous
singers strong, will join with
soloists and full orchestra to pre-
sent one of the pinnacles of
Western Art, Verdi’s Requiem.
This historical text has been as-
sembled over several hundreds
of years and remains relevant to-
day in its addressing personal
loss, hope, grief, joy, sorrow,
mercy and acceptance. Tickets
available online, by phone, or at
the door: General $38, Senior
$33, Student $10. www.cantare-
convivo.org; (510) 836-0789.

Gold Coast Chamber Players
performances W.A.M. at 7:30
p-m. Saturday, March 16 at the
Lafayette Library Community
Hall. There will be a pre-concert

talk at 7 p.m. Tickets: $45 Gen-
eral, $40 Senior (65+), $15 Stu-
dent. Purchase online: www.gc-
players.org; By phone: (925)
283-3728.

Christopher and Sandra Ben-
gochea,Tenor and Soprano Duet,
perform at 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 16 at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Walnut Creek. At St.
Paul’s, Christopher and Sandra
Bengochea perform their collec-
tion “Songs of Love,” including
pieces from Puccini’s “La Bo-
heme,” Verdi’s “Rigoletto” and
others. They will be accompanied
by Simona Snitkovskaya, a doc-
toral graduate in piano perfor-
mance from St. Petershurg Music
Conservatory. Donation at the
door: average $20, Students $10
(all are welcome regardless of
donation).

Pacific Chamber Orchestra,
under the direction of Conductor
Lawrence Kohl, performs Schu-
bert’s Octet, Ravel’s Introduction
and Allegro, and Francaix’s Dix-
tuor, at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday,
March 23 in the Community Hall

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL VWORSHIP

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in the Center for Ministry

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

Saturday - Confessions 3:30

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM
Mass Times: Daily Mass Monday - Friday 9:00 am
- 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

unity

ol Wi e

1871 Geary Rd, Walnut Creek

If you are spiritual and not religious, seek a loving,
accepting community and are yearning for a deeper connection
to Spirit, come and experience Unity of Walnut Creek.

Join us for Sunday Services:

9:30am Contemplative Service
11:30am Celebratory Service * Watch Online

For information about classes and other events,
visit us online!

&

/ r--r. -ﬂﬂmﬁg

unityofwalnutcreek.org

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

C ’JF’INDI—\.

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) -

Sunday Service and Sunday School
Informal Wednesday Meeting
ReadingRoom/Bookstore M-F 11 -4;Sat.10-12

www.christianscienceorinda.org

254-4212

10-11am
7:30 - 8:30 pm

afrin W
) e 1 (]
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St Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am

A7 Knox Dvive Loheyetie, CA

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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« BUCHMC

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
Sunday Service 10:45 am

WORSHIP

“

.-"‘1

AS

mvpe

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm
Easter, April 21,

WITH US

9 & 10:30 am

10 Moraga Valley Lane
mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

Lafayette Unitedhl'\ﬁethodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages
Ash Wednesday Service, March 6, 7pm

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

2
°o®

Join

celebrating our faith « enriching our community « sharing our gifts

Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m.
School for 1K -

Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

us

11:30 a.m.
8th grade

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Everyone welcome!

Sunday Sacrament Service

at 10AM

Scripture Study &
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette. Tickets may be
purchased for “Schubert - The
Sublime” online at www.
pacificchamberorchestra.org.

Campolindo Music Department
presents “The Phantom of the
Opera” March 15-17 and March
22-24 at Campolindo High School.
Based on the 1910 horror novel
by Gaston Leroux, “The Phantom
of the Opera” is a thrilling and
romantic account of the leg-
endary Phantom, a musical ge-
nius who dwells deep beneath a
majestic opera house in Paris.
Tickets and showtimes at
http://www.cam-
pochoir.com/tickets/

Saint Mary’s College Music De-
partment presents a solo piano
concert by Bobby Mitchell, a
young award-winning American
international concert pianist,
recording artist, composer, au-
thor and teacher at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, March 31 at Saint Mary’s
College Chapel. A reception will
follow the free concert.

THEATER

“Wilder than Wild: Fire, Forests
and the Future,” a one-hour doc-
umentary, will play at 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 12 at the
Town Hall Theatre on School
Street in Lafayette. Sponsored by
Sustainable Lafayette, the movie
reveals how fuel build-up and
climate change have exposed
Western wildlands to large, high
intensity wildfires, while green-
house gases released from these
fires contribute to global warm-
ing. This vicious cycle jeopar-
dizes our forests and affects us
all with extreme weather and
more wildfires, some of which
are now entering highly popu-
lated wildland-urban areas. Gen-
eral tickets are $10 and are avail-
able via
www.sustainablelafayette.org.

Diablo Ballet celebrates its 25th
Anniversary with a world pre-
miere fairytale ballet, Once Upon
a Time at 6:30 p.m. on March 22
and 2 and 8 p.m. on March 23 at
the Lesher Center for the Arts,
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek.
Join Diablo Ballet on this fairy-
tale adventure where you will
meet Little Red Riding Hood, Cin-
derella, Alice in Wonderland,
Sleeping Beauty, Jack and the
Beanstalk, Snow White and
more. Children in attendance are
invited to dress up as their fa-
vorite fairytale character and
stay and meet the dancers after
the performances. Single tickets
are $15-$50. For tickets, call (925)
943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org. For
more information, visit www.di-
abloballet.org.

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents “Brooklyn Bridge” by
Melissa James Gibson, directed
by M. Graham Smith through
March 23. Tickets and showtimes
are available at TownHallThe-
atre.com or by calling (925) 283-
1557. The theatre is located at
3535 School Street in Lafayette.

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents Playwright's Cagematch
at 7 p.m. on March 24 at 3535
School Street, Lafayette. Five
Playwrights enter but only one
will emerge victorious. Join us as
playwrights far and wide square
off! Playwrights’ CageMatch is a
chance for playwrights to show
their stuff in an audience-
decided live competition. The
only requirements for aspiring
contributors were that the scenes
had to be 20 minutes or less, have
no more than four characters
with gender parity, and be set in
an apartment building in a large
city anywhere in the universe.
Admission for the Playwrights’
CageMatch is $5 (free to our sub-
scribers), and tokens to vote will
be sold for $5. Box Office: (925)
283-1557,
www.townhalltheatre.com

... continued on next Page
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Turn plam rice to perfection: Dried Fruit and Nut Rice Pilaf

Dried Fruit and Nut Rice Pilaf

By Susie Iventosch

Multigrain rice medleys are
really nice, if cooked well.
The problem for me is that
they often end up mushy,
with some of the grains per-
fectly cooked, while others in

Photo Susie Iventosch

the mixture are either over-
or undercooked. This is why I
choose basmati rice almost
exclusively these days, except
when I’'m making wild rice,
which is my very favorite.
Basmati rice cooks perfectly
every single time I make it,

- =° """ andlreally like that. But,
,  it’s also a plain rice, so it
.. needs some sprucing up

from time to time to accom-
pany certain dishes. A cou-
ple of weeks ago, I had a

INGREDIENTS
1 cup basmati rice
1 3% cup chicken broth
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 shallots, thinly sliced
4 cup slivered almonds
4 cup pecan pieces
T4 cup raisins
4 cup dried cranberries
4 cup pepitas

DIRECTIONS

Bring broth to a boil and immediately
add rice. Bring back to a boil, cover and
reduce heat to low. Simmer until rice is cooked and fluffy.

hankering for Chicken Mar-
bella from the Silver Palate
Cookbook and made this rice
pilaf to accompany it. The
sautéed fruits and nuts beau-
tifully complement the olives

and prunes in the chicken
dish.

I'won't equivocate ...
rice is amazing!

this

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com.
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977.

While rice is cooking, heat oil in a sauté pan over medium heat and add shallots. Cook until
translucent and just beginning to turn golden-brown. Add raisins, cranberries, pecans, almonds
and pepitas to the shallots in the pan. Continue to cook over medium-low heat until nuts and
fruits begin brown just slightly, approximately 10 to 15 minutes. Season to taste with salt and

pepper.

Turn nut-fruit mixture into rice and toss to blend. Serve immediately or store in an airtight
container to later reheat and serve.

€ Nottobemissed € Nottobemissed € Nottobe missed €

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The 2019 Bookmark Contest
sponsored by the Friends of the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center will be open to all
Lafayette students grades K-8 to
enter their original artwork. The
entry forms will be available be-
ginning Feb. 15 at the Lafayette
Library main desk, the Friends
Corner Book Shop and at school
libraries in the Lafayette School
District and St. Perpetua School.
The entry deadline is Friday,
March 8. For more information
please contact Kay Pekrul:
kae865@hotmail.com.

Mindful Littles Kindness Book
Club from 10:30 a.m. to noon
Saturday, March 9 at the Orinda
Library Garden Room. Read a
book on a special kindness
theme, practice heart-centered
movements and mindfulness,
and do a fun creative art project.
Water and snacks for your kids.
Please wear comfortable clothes.
Ages 4-11. Parents/guardians are
required with children. Register
at: https://mindfullittles.org/

Spectacular Special Needs Party
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
March 16 at the Lamorinda All-
Access Playground at Moraga
Commons. Party entertainment,
snacks and birthday cake await
you! No RSVP needed. Just show
up! These parties are free and
made possible by SEED's gener-
ous donors.
https://seedlafayette.org

Lamorinda Teens Read - the
school libraries of Acalanes,
Campolindo, Los Lomas, and Mi-
ramonte present “One Commu-
nity, One Book” from Feb. 25
through March 29 when all four
schools will read Nic Stone’s lat-
est novel, “Dear Martin” and
multiple events will happen at
the Contra Costa Library
branches. Pick up a free copy of
the book to keep in the school or
local library.

OTHER

In partnership with the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission,
MCE will hold an upcoming
workshop from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 7 at 2300 Clay-
ton Rd Suite 1150, Concord to
learn about General Order 156.
Commonly referred to as “Utility
Supplier Diversity,” this CPUC
program encourages California
investor-owned utilities to pro-
vide a fair proportion of total
utility contracts and subcontracts
to businesses that meet diversity
qualifications. This program is
open to women, minority, dis-
abled veteran, and LGBT-owned
firms representing at least 51
percent of the business owner-
ship. MCE is hosting an informa-
tive workshop with guest speak-
ers from the CPUC and the Sup-
plier Diversity Clearinghouse.
Together, we will speak to the
purpose of this program, certifi-
cation qualifications, and the

contracting opportunities avail-
able through the Clearinghouse.
Refreshments will be served and
parking will be validated. Seating
is limited, so please RSVP by Feb.
28 at certifyam-
plify.eventbrite.com.

Saint Mary's College Guild cor-
dially invites everyone to join
them in their Festive St. Patrick’s
Day fundraiser evening of din-
ner, music, show, with silent auc-
tion from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday,
March 16 at the Saint Mary's Col-
lege Soda Center. The Frank
O'Connor Band will feature a va-
riety of Irish and American mu-
sic. We will be entertained by the
Rohan Murphy Irish Dance
Academy. Join us for a traditional
Corned beef and cabbage dinner
- wine included at dinner - $50
per person. All proceeds benefit
SMC Scholarships. Make checks
payable to: SMC Guild - Send to:
Cynthia Kelly - 628 Augusta Drive
- Moraga, CA 94556; (925)
388-0437.

Lafayette resident, Papa John
Kiefer, will, again, offer work-
shops on “How to Raise Your
Own Chickens.” Topics will in-
clude raising young chicks, laying
hen maintenance, and sustain-
able coop construction. Work-
shops are free and will be held in
Lafayette from 1 to 3:30 p.m. on
Sunday, March 17. Reservations
are required. Contact: chick-
enspapajohn@gmail.com. Loca-
tion provided upon registration.

Say Something Workshop: How
to Help a Friend or Family Mem-
ber Living with Domestic Vio-
lence at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday,
March 23 at St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church, 451 Moraga
Way, Orinda. Every year more
than 10 million women and men
are physically abused by an inti-
mate partner in the United
States. Come learn how to listen,
talk and take action when some-
one you care about is being
abused. Facilitated by Rev.
Michele Robbins, an ordained
pastor with a background in
Family Relations. Her workshops
focus on understanding the cycle
of violence, types of power,
abuser tactics, and how to talk
with victims, including avoiding
pitfalls and words that help.
More info:
shalompastor3@gmail.com.

Come see fancy Ferraris, Fiats
and more! Saint Mary's College
Department of World Languages
and Cultures and the Dante Club
invite the community to its Ital-
ian Cars and Culture event from
4 to 7 p.m. on Sunday, March 31.
Enjoy Italian Sports Cars and live
folkloric Italian music by the
band Pizzi Cali on the front cam-
pus lawn at SMC. Delicious food
and ice cream will be available
for purchase. Free. Email
amrl8@stmarys-ca.edu with any
questions.

POLITICAL GATHERINGS

The Lamorinda Democratic
Club will be hosting Assembly
Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
for a legislative update from 7 to
9 p.m. on March 14 at the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center. She will join a panel dis-
cussion focused on air quality:
Coming Up for Air. Additional
presenters include James Leach
from Sustainable Lafayette and a
representative from the Bay Area
Air Quality Management District
(BAAQMD). Free for members; $5
for guests. Visit LDclub.org for
more information or email
info@ldclub.org.

SENIORS

Cooking: Eggs, Eggs and More
Eggs by Byron Park Dining Ser-
vices Team from 2 to 4 p.m.
Thursday, March 14 at Byron
Park, 1700 Tice Valley Blvd., Wal-
nut Creek. In this demonstration-
style class, you will be guided in
the many ways the humble yet
versatile egg can be prepared —
from basic to complex, scram-
bled to souffle! You will enjoy
samples of the dishes and be
given the recipes so you may
recreate them at home. Space is
limited; these classes fill up
quickly. Please arrive early to al-
low time for parking. Cost: $10.
RSVP to Lafayette Senior Services
by Monday, March 11: Se-
niors@LoveLafayette.org or
284-5050.

GARDEN

Walnut Creek Garden Club’s
March meeting will begin at
10:30 a.m. on Monday, March
11 at Heather Farm, 1540
Marchbanks Road in Walnut
Creek. The featured speaker,
Liz Emmonds, will demonstrate
how easy it is to manipulate
plant materials to create inter-
esting forms to take flower
arrangements to a new and ex-
citing level. Please email mslit-
tle44@gmail.com with any
questions.

Lafayette Garden Club will
meet at 10 a.m. on March 14 at
the Lafayette Veteran's Build-
ing, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. The meeting is open
to all at no charge. The pro-
gram for this meeting will be
"Edible Gardening and Design"
presented by author and
Lafayette resident Stefani Bit-
tner. She will offer up ideas and
suggestions for our home gar-
dens. Complimentary refresh-
ments. The LGC has openings
for new members so come by
and enjoy!

The Montelindo Garden Club
March meeting will begin at
9:30 a.m. on Friday, March 15
at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center’s Community
Hall. Presentation: Chelsea
Flower Show, Speaker: Barbara
Norkus, who is an anglophile
who has attended the world fa-

mous Chelsea Flower Show
many times. She will share her
music video from the 2016
show.

The Moraga Garden Club will

hold its next meeting at 9:30 a.m.,

March 21, at the Holy Trinity
Church, 1700 School Street, Mor-
aga. The guest speaker will be
Pamela Hester, from the Sloat
Garden Center in Danville. The
topic of her discussion will be,
"Growing Vegetables in Contain-
ers."” Free. Refreshments will be
served. For more information,
visit moragagardenclub.com.

The Orinda Garden Club pre-
sents Fire Resistant Landscaping
by garden designer Kate Frey at
10 a.m. on Thursday, March 28 at
the Orinda Library Auditorium.
It’s a given that homeowners
want their landscapes to be aes-
thetically pleasing. Ecological
considerations such as drought
tolerance and habitat support are
increasingly valued and show-
cased. Frey will discuss plant
materials and techniques for
creating a beautiful fire resistant
landscape. Free.
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Service Clubs Announcements

March 7:

Crohn’s Disease

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

Annabelle Hall. Propel A
Cure. Support/Cure for

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

March 14:
Chuck Kohler
Survivor of Pearl Harbor
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SHOP MORAGA

&' A good neighbor
: has your back.

¥

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga
"-.|1l;1|'| Chamber of Commerce
MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SHOPMORAGA PR T 00

Moraga
| i|'=.[‘.'1::'r|1'|

VKL aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

;53 Rheem Valley

Pet Shoppe

Fet Food & Supplies

Rheem Valley Center 366 Fark Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundzy 11a.m.to5 p.m.

HAIR STYLIST

CC & CO HAIR DESIGNS
910 Country Club Dr., Moraga

(925) 437-2076

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ﬁﬂ"‘
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center =,

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

Business of the Year 530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WW w.moragamotors.com

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

Moraga
(925) 388-1040
www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Bayﬁzfea hc_>me
coempanions

in-home care services

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
¢ Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

o l.l..l:l--"-.__
< |RENTENSPACE -~
Sieis T |

. ||-||IIIJ hory

10% OFF

ALL BOXES

FOR THE MO TH
OF MARCH

] F:
455 MORADA RO BUATE F - (025) 643-2028 - WWW SAEFACE CDM

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from Complete Auto Repair
Sastice) State of California

e
.,5; Brake, Lamp &
di “ s+~ . SmogStation [}
= ) L KSTamon

N
i\ g::‘-" R

gt — ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

I
MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

SHOP LOCAL AND LET OUR
EXPERT CRAFTSMEN
TRANSFORM YOUR HOME

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting
Deck Restoration Kitchen & Bathroom
Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry
Color Consultation Services

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Best of Houzz in Client Satisfaction 2016 - 2019

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

The UPS Store  Bs

New hours:

_ Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v Shipping v Postal Services
v"Copying, Finishing v Business Services
v/ Printing Services v Live Scan
v"Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Summer Horse Camps
Private Riding Site in Moraga
Complete Horsemanship
Programs for Riders of All Levels

roughingit.com/horse
925.283.3795

THE
MORAGA
BARBER SHOP

Mon: 10-7, Tues - Fri: 9-7,
Sat: 8:30-4, Closed Sunday

925-247-1101 - 1431 Moraga Way

Hours:

Studio E

Studio E offering Personal Training and
Semi Private/Small Group Classes. Come
experience the personal attention and
individual motivation you need to get you
started on a healthy track for life.

Go to www.studio-e-moraga.com
for a full list of classes.

1605 School Street Moraga

(Entrance on Country Club Drive)

925-388-6779

MORAGA GARDEN

CENTER '
i{ 4 Trees & Shrubs

Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

B o | E

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. ToOZ
* Comprehensive Vision Testing LPFED
« Eye Disease Diagnosis FPECFD

e Specialty Contact Lens Care
¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A
Moraga - (925)376-2020

ElFdlF

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

L]
=
[}

Brow Wax

— g o szo* Lip Wax w/
ﬂ[& 925.376.7222
. ¥

508 Center Street, Mora,
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

Watch for Love Lafayette Feb. 6

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Nick Geannacopulos, Acalanes

By John T. Miller

Boys high school soccer in the
area continues to be tremen-
dously competitive, with all
three local schools — Cam-
polindo, Acalanes, and Mira-
monte — making it to the
North Coast Section playoffs
this year. Here's a rundown of
each of their seasons and a
brief preview of next year's
hopes.

Campolindo (20-4-2; 10-2
league)

Head coach Shane Carney,
who took last year off for the
birth of his daughter, returned
to lead the Cougars to a Diablo
Athletic League title and a No.
2 seed in the NCS playoffs.

Their season ended with a
2-1loss in the quarterfinals to
(No. 7) Sir Francis Drake. De-
spite the disappointing end,
the season represented
tremendous improvement
from the year before when
the team won only two league
games.

Campolindo was one of
the highest scoring teams in
the Bay Area, breaking the
school record for number of
goals in a season with 78. Se-
nior Jose Carra-Hernandez led
the league in scoring (14 goals,
9 assists) and was named the
league's Offensive MVP. An-
other senior, Nathan Links
was third in scoring (14 goals,
4 assists).

First team all-leaguer
Connor Gregg, a senior, was
named the team's Defensive
MVP.

The team graduated 16
seniors, but according to Car-
ney, "We kept 27 on the squad
so we hope to improve and be

Charlie Mcintyre, Miramonte

www.lamorindaweekly.com

a contender by the end of next
season.

Kellen Clancy (8 goals, 10
assists), a starter since his
freshman year, will lead the
offense next year, while an-
choring the defense will be
center back Jamiel Liu.

After splitting time in the
goalie box with senior Lucas
Allen, Joe Etheridge, who
moved into the area this year,
will, according to Carney,
have the potential to be one of
the top goalies in the area.

Vivek Lashkari, who tore
his ACL and sat out his junior
season, got special mention
for his inspirational play,
reestablishing himself as a
starter and contributing a
huge goal line save against
Acalanes.

Acalanes (10-4-6; 7-2-3
league)

Much like Campolindo,
Acalanes reached the NCS
playoffs this year only to lose
to a lower seed in the first
round. (No.13) Pinole Valley
prevailed over the fourth-
seeded Dons 2-1.

Paul Curtis, in his 20th
year as head coach, helped
guide the team to a fourth-
place finish in the tough 13-
team Diablo League, but was
disappointed with their high
number of draws (3 in league;
6 overall), saying, "The boys
tied a number of very good
teams late in the season. They
were all exciting matches."

The highlight of the sea-
son for Curtis was their come-
back victory against North-
gate to win the Winter Classic
championship, rallying from
down 0-3 to win 4-3 in
regulation.

Top performers on the

925-377-0977
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Connor Gregg, Campolindo

Photos Gint Federas

year include First Team All-
League senior Travis Steven-
son (7 goals, 2 assists), and
center mid player Nick Gean-
nacopulos, a junior who was
named to Second Team
All-League.

Curtis mentioned the
contribution of his three se-
nior captains, including Eric
Voss, an outstanding player in
the middle, Bernard Adri, and
Stevenson. "They did a great
job leading throughout the
season,” said Curtis. "They
brought the team together
early and created strong
bonds."

... continued on Page C4
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TREE SCULPTUR

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after
that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're
part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!

v

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com

510.642.2020
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UCSE Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Oakland | San Francisco

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558
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SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

925-377-0977

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430
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Girls’ basketball season successes

Emily Huston

Photos Gint Federas
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Kate Schirmer

By Jon Kingdon

With Miramonte once again
making it to the state tourna-
ment, and Acalanes making it to
the second round of the North
Coast Section playoffs and win-
ning the league tournament for
the first time in recent memory,
it was an overall successful year
for the girls basketball teams.
Campolindo, having lost two key
players to graduation, was a

team in transition that is looking
to a more successful season next
year.

“And just like that, the next
season begins.” With that state-
ment, Miramonte head coach
Kelly Sopak has moved on from
the Matadors loss to Bishop
O’Dowd in the second round of
the state tournament by a score
of 72-50. O’Dowd has proven to
be an Achilles' heel for Mira-
monte, having lost to them three

Mariella Crudele

straight games going back to last
year’s NCS final, this year’s NCS
final and in the final game this
season

In the loss to O’'Dowd in the
state tournament, Miramonte
trailed at halftime by a score of
37-23 but battled back to tie the
game at 48 all, after a layup by
Emily Huston. O’Dowd went on
to outscore the Matadors 24 to 2
the rest of the way. Senior Erin
Tarasow led Miramonte with 13
points and Rebecca Welsh added
nine points.

This was the first season that
Miramonte played as an inde-
pendent team and it, by all stan-
dards, should be considered suc-
cessful, having finished the year
with a 28-4 record.

As is his wont, Sopak went
deep in his bench every game
which enabled the team to with-
stand losing point guard
Amerika De Los Santos to a knee
injury and go on a 19-game win-
ning streak prior to the initial
loss to O’Dowd.

The success of the team was
due to many factors, according to
Sopak: “The team had tremen-
dous character. We were all on
the same page. We were a very
resilient team with great kids.
We played like we practiced. The
team had a number of leaders by
example but I will be looking for
more vocal leaders that can take
control.”

Miramonte will be losing
only two seniors, captain Emily
Huston and Ashley Miller. Lead-
ing the returning 12 players will
be Mia Mastrov, Erin Tarasow
and Rebecca Welsh. It will be a

very mature team that will have
eight seniors.

Head coach Michelle Sasaki
concluded her second season at
Acalanes with a 19-8 record and
won the Diablo League going 9-1
in league play and making it to
the second round of the NCS
playoffs, losing an overtime
game to Redwood.

With three more wins than
last season, Sasaki attributed the
improvement to the maturity of
the team: “A lot of relationships
were built and that was the
foundation that we started with,
getting to know each other.
What I really enjoyed about the
season was how the girls put the
time in, taking it day by day and
trying to evolve on a consistent
basis and having one goal with
everyone riding in the same
direction.”

With only nine players on
the roster, the Dons were still
able to utilize both size and
three-point shooting to great ef-
fectiveness. Sasaki credited
point guard Kaylee Pond with
being the team’s leader: “Kaylee
brought a high basketball IQ and
competitiveness to the court,
constantly setting up the other
players.”

Complementing Pond in the
backcourt was Lauren
Kobashigawa. Sasaki saw great
improvement in her game: “Lau-
ren stepped into a leadership
role this year. She peaked right
when we needed her to and be-
came more than a great shooter.
She really improved getting to
the rim and finishing and also
defending well.”

Acalanes will only be gradu-
ating one senior, Kate Schirmer,
and will have a very mature
team next season with six se-
niors: Kobashigawa, Pond, Lau-
ren Frechman, Mikaela Valerio
and Daphne Ganter. Along with
underclassmen Gabby Schneider,
Grace Gebhardt and Michelle
Goll, it will be a squad with a
great deal of experience.

“We want to move from
good to great,” says Sasaki. “It
will take a lot of sweat and com-
mitment from all of the return-
ing players and the JV players
that will be promoted to the var-
sity. It will take a lot of practice —
there’s no way around it starting
in the spring through the sum-
mer and fall.”

Sasaki is hoping that the
success of this season will trans-
late into a larger turnout for the
team: “We had great student
support this year, particularly for
our last game against Redwood
and I hope that type of energy
will carry over and materialize
with more people coming out to
tryout and support the team.”

Campolindo head coach
Matt Kirby knew it was going to
be a transition year having grad-
uated last season’s top two play-
ers, Haley Van Dyke and Ashley
Thoms.

Though all the schools were
limited at the start of the season
from practicing due to the smoke
from the fires, the Cougars were
were particularly hurt by the
lack of practice, leading to a 7-19
record, said Kirby: “We were a
team with a new coach and a lot
of new players. It took a long
time for the team to come to-
gether. Combining that with a
very tough opening schedule re-
ally set us behind. Despite all of
these things, the girls put forth a
great effort in games and in
practice.”

Led by senior Mariella
Crudele, the Cougars, after losing
their first five games of the sea-
son, went on to win six of their
next nine games. Kirby cited the
character of the team: “Our se-
niors (Sara White, Jasmine Xiong,
Zoe Crouch, Melia Van Kirk and
Crudele) brought a great attitude
and good leadership to the
underclassmen.”

Kirby remains optimistic for
next year: “We’ll be better just
because the players will be more
comfortable in their roles and
will know what is expected of
them. We will also have a more
favorable schedule.”

Despite losing a number of
players to graduation, two key
players will be returning, Kiana
Thorson and Kate Brown. “Kiana
showed great improvement and
should be a force next year,” says
Kirby. “Kate was the brain trust
of the team. The players looked
to her to run the team and will
be a returning captain. There
are also players from our JV
team that should be real factors
next season.”
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Knife Sharpening |

Lulu’s Kitchen Knife
Sharpening Services (KSS)
Free pick-up/delivery for our
Lamorinda clients. Same day
service available. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Call Michael @
510-499-9377. Local Orinda
family since 1989.

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

2+ Ken's Rototilling
- + 4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

W Fencing _J  Handyman QW " Plumbing |

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2” classified ad height Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda Boys Basketball roundup: Campo inches
closer in state finals

Aidan Mahaney
By Jon Kingdon

Campolindo extended their season
March 2 to the state semifinals, win-
ning their 25th game with a victory
over Grant High School (Sacramento)
by a score of 53-51 in the CIF state Di-
vision II tournament. Down by three
points entering the fourth quarter,
freshman Aiden Mahaney who had
been having a cold shooting night hit
three field goals for seven points,
David Ahazie, who scored 14 points,
returned to the game after bruising his
hip to hit a key three-pointer to put
Campolindo ahead 48-43 and Carter
Mahaney scored seven points in the
period, five of them coming on free
throws late in the game to clinch the
victory.

Aiden showed no hesitation in
putting up his shots in the fourth
quarter despite missing so many shots
earlier in the game: “I've put in the
time and I was confident that I would
make the shots and I knew the team
was confident in me.”

Campolindo head coach Steven
Dyer’s goal was to improve the team’s
overall defense and they have given up
five fewer points a game this season.
“Defense was the key to our victory,
holding Grant to 51 points,” said Dyer.
“We gave up a lot of size but we did
well on the defensive boards. We
played good team defense with all five
guys working together. When you do
the right things on defense and don’t
make mistakes, the other team is going
to make mistakes. The players followed
the game plan well.”

Grant tried to pressure Cam-
polindo all night but the Mahaney’s
handled the press avoiding any
turnovers. Said Dyer: “Aiden and
Carter put so much time in their game
and it shows in how well they handled
the ball.”

Campolindo came into the game
having played in 14 games that had
been decided by five points or fewer
which helped against Grant: “We’re a
young team and it’s a process for the
younger players to finish games. Even
though we missed some free throws,
we’ve been doing a better job closing
out the close games.”

Campolindo was slated to play in
the state semifinal game against Serra
High School on March 5 at Cam-
polindo, after press time.

Carter Mahaney

Photos Gint Federas

Miramonte

Miramonte made a major turn-
around from last season improving
their 9-17 record in 2018 to a 17-11
record this season, highlighted by a
victory over Campolindo in the regular
season and making it to the second
round of the NCS playoffs.

Miramonte head coach Wayne
Hunter promised that the Matadors
were going to be an aggressive team
that was going to set the tone and grind
it out every game. He was true to his
word: “It was fun coaching this group.
We were one of the best defensive
teams in the Bay Area shooting per-
centage wise. Our players did every-
thing that we asked.” Twelve times the
Matadors held their opponents to 50
points or fewer, giving up an average
of only 54 points per game.

Hunter gives much of the credit for
the team’s success to senior captain
Jayson Fernbacher (16.3 ppg/3.6 as-
sists/4.5 rebounds). “Jason really im-
proved this year and was a great
leader and model for the rest of the
team,” he said. “He’s a 4.0 student that
the players followed.”

With only six players from last
year’s varsity, Hunter had a number of
underclassmen step up: “We had a lot
of JV players that really stepped up.
Our team had a lot of chemistry. They
were a very coachable group that
bought into our system and really
knew how we ran our offense.”

Hunter will be counting on Niyi
Olabode to replace Fernbacher next
season: “Niyi can be a special player as
our point guard. I'm also looking for
some big contributions from a number
of players on this year’s JV team.”

Matt Meredith, the quarterback for
the Matador’s football team, had a
solid season. Though late coming to the
team, with the football team in the
playoffs, he going to be counted on to
lead the team next year, says Hunter:
“Matt is a no-nonsense guy who was a
co-captain this year. He leads by ex-
ample and the players follow him. Nick
Watson, who started at the five, though
undersized was the heart and soul of
the team. He was out top defensive
player and always took the toughest
player on the other team. He made a
number of key buckets and did a lot of
things that did not necessarily show up
in the statistics.”

The bottom line, according to
Hunter, was that “we left gyms letting

Jayson Fernbacher

—
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Scott Ruegg, Acalanes and Niyi Olabode, Miramonte

people know we were a scrappy team.”
Acalanes

Even with a 9-17 record this year,
Acalanes head coach Sol Henik came
away from the season with great opti-
mism. Despite losing five players to
graduation, only one of the seniors
(Ian Archer-13.4) was among the top
SiX scorers on team.

This was a team that played hard
right to the end of the season. The
Dons closed the season with two big
wins from which Henik took great sat-
isfaction: “Defeating College Park 85-76
after losing to them earlier in the sea-
son by over 30 points and then beating
Las Lomas 65-62 on senior night, the
first time I beat my former team, was a
great way to end the season and is cer-
tainly something to build on.”

Henik is counting on the core of
sophomores (Scott Ruegg, Jackson Aris-
dumas, Joey Carillo, Austin Kinnear) on
this year’s team to be the foundation
for next year: “Scott was a captain this
year. He played with such enthusiasm
and joy, he’s a pleasure to coach. He is

_r‘?-*

confident and poised and is not afraid
of the moment. With improved de-
fense and taking the ball to the rack
better, he will be a complete player.
Not only that, he is a positive influence
on and off the court and is involved in
leadership and extra-curricular ac-
tivies at school. He embodies what we
look for in a student-athlete.” Carillo
was the fourth leading scorer and was
second on the team in rebounds and
Kinnear will continue to provide good
height.

Aris-dumas won the most im-
proved player award though serving as
a backup all season. “Jackson scored
20 points in the victory over College
Park,” said Henik. “He has an aggres-
sive, football mentality and is a super
competitor. He plays with no fear. I'm
looking for the sophomores to have a
good off-season.”

Henik has already set a goal for
next season: “We still have to be able to
match up and beat Campolindo.”

{

From left: Harry Davis, Matt Meredith and Joey Carrillo
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Lamorinda boys soccer wrap-up
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... continued from Page C1 back along with both goal- nior next year. The Dons gave
keepers. Curtis expects great up only 7 goals in their 12
The Dons will lose seven things from starter Will league matches.

Easley, who will return for his Curtis looks
senior season, and backup

Owen Myall, who will be a ju-

seniors — out of 21 varsity
members — but will have most
of their defenders coming

forward to

next year, saying "There is a
lot of talent returning along

with some strong support
coming up from the freshmen
and junior varsity who should
incorporate well into the
team."

Miramonte (9-6-5; 6-4-2
league)

Although finishing in the
middle of the pack of the Dia-
blo League, Miramonte head
coach Masood Ahmadi
pointed to tough games
against the top three teams in
the league--Las Lomas, Cam-
polindo, and Ygnacio Valley--
as indicative of their competi-
tive nature this year.

They were one of only two
teams to beat Campolindo in
league, and they also put up a
strong battle against (No. 1)
Albany in the NCS quarterfi-
nals, losing by a 3-1 score.

Ahmadj, in his fifth year
at the varsity helm, said the
team did well to get to the NCS
tournament, and looks to a
strong returning squad to
continue the program's
success.

Leading the team this year
were seniors Conor Roemer, a
4-year varsity player Ahmadi
credits with being "a great
distributor with a tremendous
work ethic running our
possession-style game," and
Luca Argast, another 4-year

Wednesday, March 6, 2019

varsity member who transi-
tioned to outside forward this
year. "Both Conor and Luca
brought the right mentality to
the game along with senior
Yusef Mathkour who was an
inspiration. We will miss them
along with other graduating
seniors Charlie McIntyre, Eric
Heillmann, and Samuel
Morganstein."

Junior Kent Barbir was
the team's leading scorer (10
goals, 4 assists) and was
named First Team All-League
and the team's offensive MVP,
while Simon Neuwirth-Stein, a
sophomore, made Second
Team All-League and was the
team's overall MVP. Heillman
was named defensive MVP
and All League Honorable
Mention.

Ahmadi mentioned other
strong returning players for
next year, including juniors
Giovanni Sponzilli and Cayden
Weiszmann, and sophomores
Finley Jackson, Gregory Ko-
rnguth, and Adrien Argast.
Jackson was named the Most
Improved player.

"We look forward to the
future and hope to remain
close to the culture we've built
in the program," says Ahmadi.

St. Perpetua’s 6th grade American
girls Claim League Championship

i L

Back row, from left: coach Matt Vail, Dulci Vail, Madeline Martindale, Maddie
Ingham, Leela Anzenberger, Addi Ames, coach Mark Del Rosario; front row:
Campbell Evans, Natalie Frechman, Mylie Jaquet, Ella Del Rosario, Megan
Churchill, and coach Brian Frechman

ments, and interleague playoffs. The

team faced a tough Santa Maria team
in the championship game. The team
moves onto Diocese playoffs in March
and will face the forth seed from East
Diablo CYO.

Submitted by Jane Smith

The St. Perpetua’s sixth grade girls
basketball team won the West Diablo
CYO League Championship Game on
Feb. 24. They were the only team from
St. Perpetua (both boys and girls) to go
undefeated through league, tourna-

Girls basketball Blitz team wins

from the entire state of California and

8th grade Santa Maria girls are
the CYO basketball National

Division Champions

From left: coach Paul Liu, Stella Symonds, Grace Liu, Eva Logan, Charlotte
Forman, Violet Herman, Tahra Minowada, Lauren LaCour, Nicole Lamison,
coach Eric Lamison.

Submitted by Paradi

Mirmirani

After an undefeated regular season,

the Santa Maria CYO girls basketball

team won their playoff and finals
games over the Feb. 23 weekend. They

won 30-26 in the last game of their
CYO basketball careers the next day.

St. Monica 8th grade American
girls win CYO Championship

From left: Mina Wang, Camille Yabu, Anna Mooradian, Charlotte Arnswald,
Kylie Williams, Catie McCauley, Allie Cummins, and Ava Garcia

Submitted by Brian Ames

Lafayette-based AAU program Bay
Area Blitz 2025 (sixth grade) won the
largest youth girls AAU basketball
tournament of the year in Southern
California over President's Weekend,
the SGV Invitational. The team had a
dominating performance going 6-0 for
the weekend beating the top AAU clubs

Seattle-based Tree of Hope in the
championship game. The smallest
margin of victory for the girls was 15
points throughout the tournament.
Lamorinda residents Addison Ames,
Sophie Chinn, Natalie Frechman, and
Dulcinea Vail represented our area
well down south.

sharpshooting and strong defense, the
St. Monica girls found themselves be-
hind 37-32 with five minutes to go af-
ter a 20-5 run by St. Raymond. After
gradually chipping away at the lead,
the Spartans scored the game-winning
basket on a short floater with 10 sec-
onds to go before making one last de-
fensive stop to hang on for the victory.

Submitted by Eric Yabu

In a rematch of last year's champi-
onship, the St. Monica eighth grade
American girls basketball team took
the interleague title in a 45-44 nail
biter, avenging its narrow loss to St.
Raymond a year ago. After racing out
to a 27-17 lead behind some 3-point

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)
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Tidying up for spring
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By Amanda Eck

Raise your hand if you are ready for
sunshine and warmer days! I am so very
grateful for all the rain we have had, but my
body is craving some vitamin D. As we inch
closer to longer, warmer days my focus
begins to move toward good old-fashioned
spring cleaning. This act has become more
mainstream since the release of the book
“The Life-changing Magic of Tidying Up” by
Marie Kondo, as well as her new series on
Netflix.

Kondo created a method of organization
called KonMari, which is a system of
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Photo Amanda Eck

simplifying and organizing your home by
getting rid of physical items that do not bring
joy into your life. Ithought I'd share some
tips for implementing the KonMari method.
Tidy all at once
2. Visualize the destination
3. Determine if an item “sparks joy”
4. Tidy by category, not location
5. Tidy in order
1. Tidy All at Once
Instead of cleaning one room a day,
devote an entire day (or weekend) to tidying
up. If you only tidy one room at a time over
an extended period of time, it will wind up
getting messy again in a matter of a few
weeks or months.

Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide

... read on Page D14

This can feel overwhelming and many of
us do not have the time to tackle our home
all at once. But not to worry, Kondo
encourages you to do what you can if you
can’t do it all in one day.

2. Visualize the destination

Before you start tossing things, take the
time to visualize what your ideal lifestyle
would be. Create a list of what you want
your home to look and feel like. How do you
want to live in your home? How do you want
others to feel when they enter your home.
Instead of just wishing “I want an organized
and clean house” set a more emotional goal
such as “I want to walk through my home
and feel inspired, energized” or “I want to
live in a zone of creativity.”

It sounds silly, but KonMari teaches that
the more emotion you can bring will help
you accurately visualize the home and
lifestyle you want.

3. Determine if the item “sparks joy”

Kondo’s lessons show that in focusing on
what does not make you happy, you’re only
inviting unhappiness into your life. If you
look around your home and focus on what
you “don’t” like in your home, you are only
creating more negativity.

Instead, focus on what you love. What
brings you joy? What makes you smile when
you see it or what item brings about a
positive memory when you look at it. By
highlighting the items that bring you joy, the
unenjoyed merely fall to the wayside.

Pick up an item, touch it and ask yourself
if it “sparks joy” in your life. If not, set it
aside.

KonMari states that you must touch
every single item before you get rid of it.
This is not the time to bring “rational
thinking” into the mix.

... continued on Page D4
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IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

LT || Linked[T)
ORINDA

46 Camino Del Cielo,
: Orinda

Mid Century with
Spectacular Views.

N R

66 Heather Ln,
Orinda .
Desirable Glorietta Charmer

4 beds/ 4 baths, approx
3,072 sqft

Price Upon Request

37 Oak Rd, Orinda
Magnificent, Majestic Mansion

5 bed/4 baths, approx 4,672 sqft
plus wine cellar

Price Upon Request

7 El Toyonal, Orinda

Modern Luxurious Splendor
with Views
4 beds/2.5 baths, approx 2537 sqft

Offered at $1,495,000

Fairytale Delight
3 beds/ I bath, approx I,181 sqft

representing Seller

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported  Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 1 $2,060,000 $2,060,000
MORAGA 1 $1,211,000 $1,211,000
ORINDA 5 $688,000 $2,300,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3246 Park Lane, $2,060,000, 4 Bdrms, 4422 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 01-23-19,
Previous Sale: $1,866,000, 12-28-18

MORAGA

208 Sandringham Drive, $1,211,000, 3 Bdrms, 1923 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 01-23-19

ORINDA

9 Abbott Court, $1,503,000, 4 Bdrms, 2570 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 01-14-19

73 Brookwood Road #8, $688,000, 2 Bdrms, 1020 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 01-24-19,
Previous Sale: $478,000, 07-01-14

429 El Toyonal, $1,512,000, 5 Bdrms, 4159 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 01-24-19,
Previous Sale: $1,425,000, 10-04-17

5 La Noria, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3309 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 01-23-19,
Previous Sale: $2,300,000, 12-17-18

22 Loma Vista Drive, $980,000, 2 Bdrms, 1521 SqFt, 1934 YrBlt, 01-16-19,
Previous Sale: $532,500, 10-01-90

Knowledgeable Professional Reliable Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

9259989501
rattoandratto@compass.com
rattoandratto.com

DRE 00900621 | 01361537

COMPASS
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902 LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chistinelive {f/j,,,//(‘,/,',,,‘/
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
WWW.DUDUM.COM 0:925.2841400 F:925284.1411  0:925937.4000 F:925937.4001 0:925.800.3510 F:925.800.3520 O:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001

ADAM HAMALIAN 1 TYLER COURT, DANVILLE CALL FOR PRICE 3337 WALNUT LANE, LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE ~ CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA  CALL FOR PRICE BRYAN HURLBUT

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

5 . . " =
HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053  MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500
DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE 26 N. JACKSON WAY, ALAMO $3,490,000 66 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO  CALL FOR PRICE
S .
: : ) =
e ‘ " ; § i = o e
COMING — * =
- 8 T i
— = =

415.425.3085 |
) soon

DRE# 01964989
—

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOHN FONDNAZIO JOY WIEHN

RACHEL DREYER 415.990.1672 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095
1000 ROLLING WOODS WAY, CONCORD $1,035,988 1920 ASPENRIDGE COURT, W.C. $850,000 3875 QUAIL RIDGE RD., LAFAYETTE  $1,895,000

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
F&JRLBUT TEAM

ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

1084 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ROAD $1,529,000 36 TARRY LANE, ORINDA CALL AGENT 207 ACACIA LANE, ALAMO $1,755,000 i 995.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

T

285. N ' 125.817.90 925.765.9095
925.285.1093 TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095 JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053 0. f60. 908
MATT McLEOD PAT AMES RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI
¥ & - 5
'
| : ,
925.464.6500 925.330.5849 415.990.1672 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01134641 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796




Market Pulse

As the calendar turns to March we hope that most
of the Winter rain is behind us and the sun will start to
shine. The weekend after super bowl is the unofficial
start of the Spring selling season and initial results are
in. So far there have been few surprises and the market
has picked up from where it ended last Fall.

Recently remodeled, commute friendly homes
with functional yards continue to push the market
forward. With a strong economy and a shortage of
quality contractors, home buyers are still willing to
pay a premium for homes that are move-in ready.
Evidence of this are two of our recent listings that each
generated four strong offers above asking with minimal
contingencies.

Homes that need updating or homes in less
desirable locations are taking longer to sell and are
experiencing price reductions. Rising interest rates,
the new Tax Plan and stock market volatility has led
home buyers to be cautious with homes that do not
check all their boxes. We expect this trend to continue
in 2019 as home preparation, professional staging and
a personalized marketing plan are critical for those
looking to sell their home.

A wild card factor for the market for the second
half of the year could be the new wealth generation
from certain San Francisco based tech companies that
are rumored to IPO in the near future. With names like
Uber, Lyft, Airbnb, Pinterest and Slack going public it
would provide additional liquidity to potential home
buyers.

We look forward to hearing from you with your
real estate questions.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564
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Tidying up for spring

... continued from Page D1

Focus on how you “feel” about the item. Let
your emotions guide you on determining if
you are going to keep an item or not.
4. Tidy by category, not location

Most people store items that fall into
the same “category” in various locations.
For example, you probably have clothes in
your closet, under your bed and in your
dresser. So instead of tackling a closet or a
dresser, tackle your clothes first. Pull out
every single piece of clothing you own and
lay it out in another room on the floor.
5. Tidy In Order

Photo Amanda Eck

Kondo has come up with the ideal order
in which you should tidy up. Start with
clothes, then books/magazines, then papers,
next Komono (misc. stuff), and finally
sentimental items.

Separate everything out from each
category and then into subcategories,
which will make the process even easier.
For example clothes can be subdivided into
seasons. Books and magazines divided into
“read” and “not yet read.” And if you are
anything like me, the magazine piles are
larger than the clothing piles! (It’s a
sickness, for sure).

... continued on Page D12



Open Sunday 2-4pm

4 bd |3.5 ba | 3259 sgft | .67 ac | $1,995,000

‘:‘ *"7,". Family living comes alive in this comfortable yet
' sophisticated home set perfectly in one of
Orinda’s finest neighborhoods overlooking the
7th hole of the OCC golf course.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER \/l | |a g@
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com It's Village. Of Course.

www.clarkthompson.com
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;A Great MCC home
5 1= Open Sunday 1-4

MCC Resort Living
Open Sunday 1-4
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111 Merion Terrace, Moraga
2680+ sgft | 3Br | 2Ba | .17+/- Ac Lot

=

i

119 Brookline Street, Moraga
3424 sqgft | 3Br | 25Ba | .14+/- Ac Lot

Expanded “Inverness” model in Moraga Country Club. Great Views of MCC and the Golf Course.
www.111MerionTer.com . . . . www.119BrooklineSt.com . . . .

$1,100,000 $1,495,000

New Listing
First Open Sunday 1-4

Burton Valley
Open Sunday 1-4
\ l'."h;- ——

4 Leeward Glen, Lafayette

4 Shannon Court, Moraga
3945 sqgft | 4 Br | 25Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot 5155 sgft | 5Br | 4.5Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot
Unique property on a very private view lot. Spacious custom home on a large wooded lot.
www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . . . . www.4ShannonCourt.com . . . .
$1,695,000 $1,895,000

LRil} ==

ELENAHOOD 925 254-3030

REAL ESTATE GROUP Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

www.Orinda.com Cal BRE 1221247

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.



Thinking about selling
your home? .o
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Get a second opinion. These sellers did. S
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Highest price ever per square foot in Highland Highest price ever per square foot in Lafayette Estates
neighborhood. neighborhood.
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g Call us today to see how we can help
g you get the highest price for your home.
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Promises Kept | Records Broken
Sold 32% over asking.
- Paddy Kehoe Claudia Gohler ‘ * °
925.878.5869 925.765.8081
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345 DRE 01995498
k
Dave Schurhoff Mary Staten Leslie Lomond p t
9259979569 925.890.6875 650.799.2110
dave.schurhoff@compass.com mary.staten@compass.com leslie.lomond@compass.com
& DRE 01834201 DRE 01947354 DRE 01968517 PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



Classic Rheem Valley Manor Home — New Listing!

Diane Reilly

Realtor
DRE#01209613

Alain Pinel Realtors
Phone: (925) 438-2056
Phone/Text: (510) 206-2903

A
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ALAIN PINEL Call for Price

Welcome home to this classic Rheem Valley Manor ranch-
style home prominently situated atop a knoll with beautiful vis-
tas of the surrounding hills. Spacious living areas provide ideal
spaces for friends and family fo gather. Walls of windows allow
natural light to fill the home and give the feeling of being one
with the natural surroundings.

The heart of the home is the fabulous Chef's kitfchen with
custom Brookhaven soft-close hardwood cabinets, stainless
appliances, granite countertops, a window-seat and an island
with seating for four.

Three spacious bedrooms including a serene master suite.
Two updated bathrooms. Two fireplaces. Laundry room. Two-
car garage. Large level backyard with many fruit frees, patio
and grassy ared. Approxi- 2
maftely 2,193 square feet of
living space on 0.37 acres.

This will be your forever
home.

Visit www.322Birchwood.
com for a virtual tour and
more information.

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to tackle any room
you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitchens.net
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3213 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette 4030 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

5 Bedrooms | 4 Baths | 2914 Sg Ft* | 3.5 Acres* 4+ Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | 4128 Sq Ft* | .5 Acre*
Spectacular Hoppy Valley Acreage | Private Estate Setting  Grand Living Spaces | Breathtaking Private Grounds
Endless Possibiliies | Wurster Mid-Century Modem | CallForPrice  Falbulous Indoor/Outdoor Living | Offered at $2,675,000

ASHLEY BATTERSBY PATRICIA BATTERSBY

| Cell: 925.323.9955 Cell: 925.330.6663 §
ashley@ashleybattersoy.com  pb@patriciabattersby.com
DRE#01407784 DRE#00854469 s

103 Oak Road, Orinda

4 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths | 1795 Sqg Ft* | .20 Acre*
Open Floor Plan | Views | Built in 2006
Sophisticated Style | Close to Town | Offered at $1,225,000

ASHLEY BATTERSBY
| Cell: 925.323.9955
ashley@ashleybattersby.com

DRE#01407784 LINDA EHRICHM *
Cell: 925.698.1452 £ TS | [
linda@lindaehrich.com i S

DRE#01330298

All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed. *Per Public Record.

ABSOCIATES

DRE# 01301392
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$2,000,000s

STARTING IN THE LOW BY SUMMERHILL HOMES &Q(
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LAMORINDA’S NEWEST LUXURY COMMUNITY "y

27 SINGLE & 2-STORY HOMES 4-5 BEDS | 3.5-4.5 BATHS | APPROX. 3,131 - 4,813 SQ.FT.
5 MILE COMMUTE TO BART STATION_ e« LESS THAN 20 MILES TO SAN FRANCISCO « TOPRATED SCHOOLS
AMAZING VIEWS FROM EVERY DIRECTION WITH INTIMATE VIEWS OF MT. DIABLO

MORAGA: CLOSE TO THE ACTION... FAR FROM THE CROWDS
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Hars ST e

i touss | VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE & TOUR OUR IDEA HOME!
206 FRONTERAS DR, MORAGA - ON RHEEM BLVD

TEL (888) 858-1367 « EMAIL: BELLAVISTASALES@SHHOMES.COM et 01301380

.,

www.shhomes.com




Yet “lost” in this
DIVINE HILLSIDE ESCAPE

A joy to behold!
Come find your dream living situation.

3 Lost Valley Court, Orinda
+ 3556 Sq Ft., 6 beds, 4 baths, 2.11 acres
$2,295,000

MIRAMONTE GARDENS

=t |8

Cozy up to your stylish and
cozy abode in Moraga. Open 3/16 - 3/17

30 Miramonte Dr., Moraga
+1152 Sqft, 2 beds, 1.5 bath
$649,000

Coming Soon - Happy Ualley Charmer and a couple of gems in Glorietta
FINDING THE Right FIT

Emily Estrada
Village Associates

. . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates

925.7088116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897

emily@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438

ASSOCIATES

amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959
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Tidying up for spring

... continued from Page D4

As you are sorting and
“feeling” items make sure to have
a trash bag handy to toss items to
keep you from hanging onto
them “just in case.” If you
struggle with an item, set it aside
and come back to it. If you still
wrestle with getting rid of an
item because “it’s still good” or
“Great Aunt Myrtle gave me
that,” why not consider passing it
onto someone else who might
enjoy it. Shhh! We won’t tell Aunt
Myrtle!

Hopefully these tips inspired
you to get your KonMari on this
weekend! And if not, do what I
do; watch a few episodes of
“Hoarders” on A&E to get you in
the mood!

www.lamorindaweekly.com

As the Owner and Principal Designer
of Lamorinda-based Amanda Carol
Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your
home's interior should be both
approachable and well- appointed.
She often asserts, "Beauty is a
necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that
mixes contemporary and classic
design she fashions spaces that are
both elegant and inviting. Her design
aesthetic is inspired by anything
visual but especially fashion,
architecture and art.

Visit
http://amandacarolinteriors.com for
more design ideas.

CHARMING GLORIETTA RANCHER
3Bed | 2Bath | 1492 Sq. Ft. | 0.47 Acre | $1,095,000

This fabulous one story home, with approximately 1492 square feet, in the
desirable Glorietta neighborhood, sits graciously on .47 acre parcel. The
home boasts three large bedrooms, two updated bathrooms, formal living
room with vaulted ceiling, a wood burning fireplace, and views to the garden,
updated kitchen with new cabinets, quartz countertops and stainless steel
appliances, light filled comfortable family room with bay window and dining
area large enough for the whole family. This home has been beautifully up-
dated with all new interior and exterior paint and hardwood floors throughout
the home. Entertain or retreat to the peaceful gardens. Enjoy the flagstone
patio, level lawn, and children’s play structure. Located about 20 miles east
of San Francisco, this home is close to the charming city of Orinda, top rated
schools, hiking trails and minutes to BART and the commute routes.

TEC S vaubelle

GROUP

Nancy Stryker

925.890.6911
nancystryker@gmail.com
DRE 01290021

COMPASS

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.




Brand new construction in Orinda

Beautiful scenery is not rare in Orinda, neither are top rated publlc
schools, an active lifestyle and a fun community. Something that is rare is
a brand new construction with a modern aesthetic & open floor plan.

4 beds, 3 baths 1878 sq. ft. $1,399,000

Bahadour (Ben) Zarrin

= YMUN

Real Estate Broker, BRE Lic.# 01425645

Real Estate Developer, GBC Lic.# 991725
Mortgage Broker, NMLS Lic. #357831

Cell 209.815.7000 | Email ben@paymun.com
25 Orinda Way Suite 200, Orinda
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SELECT STORAGE UNITS FOR 2 MONTHS
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Stylish Walnut Creek Condo

2550 Oak Road Unit 111, Walnut Creek
1 bedroom / 1 bath + Offered at $420,000

Updated and Centrally Located

This chic one bedroom, one bath, first-floor condo is located in the City
Oaks complex close to Bart, Club Sport, Walden Park and restaurants and
shopping. It features gorgeous French Oak hardwood flooring, a private
patio, granite kitchen countertops, stainless steel appliances, in-unit
washer and dryer and a private one-car garage. The complex has a pool,
hot tub and fitness center. It's the perfect retreat.

www.holcenberg.com

|

Michelle Holcenberg

Golc]well Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

mlchelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registere dtadeﬂwklm sed to Coldwe IlBankrReaIEstateLLC AnEd\Aa\Oppot ity Company.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Resit dent ial Brokerage Office is Owr ned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC Real estate agents-affiliatedwith Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residentixal BrokerageorNRILLC. @BR@(ense #01908304.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March
Petal power

“Blossom by blossom the spring begins.” — AC Shinburne

By Cynthia Brian

Even on the darkest, dreariest, rainiest day,
looking out my dining room window to my
ever-blooming hillside garden gives me great joy.
For the past two months, the daffodils and
cyclamen have been in full bloom, now joined by
the radiant pink blossoms of the Italian white
peach tree, the purple fronds of lavender, and
the delicate periwinkle flowers of vinca minor.
My Meyer lemon tree is bursting with bright
yellow fruit complementing the happy throats of
the narcissi. Shamrocks are preparing their
performance for St. Patrick’s Day while the
crocus and hyacinths are already popping. The
petals are powered!

Spring is just around the corner, making this
a great time to start thinking about sprucing up
your garden. With just a little effort, you can
make your entire property bloom! Even if you
think you don’t have a green thumb, try these
quick and affordable gardening tips with easy
ideas to suit every budget.

o Continue to pull weeds as they sprout. If you
have a steep hillside, it is probably best to leave
the weeds in place until the rains have halted to
prevent erosion and mudslides.

L)
A
Rosemary in bloom
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cascades from a border. Photos Cynthia Brian
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... continued on Page D16

Purple spires of Pride of Madeira. A simple birdbath accents a winter garden.



The choice
1s simple.

ASSOCIATES

Village. Of course.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

Petal power

Although some people are allergic, Acacia trees explode with color.

... continued from Page D14

* C(Clean up existing plant beds by removing
overgrown plants. Rake the leaves, adding
them to your compost pile. This will make
everything look neat and organized, and will
allow your beautiful bushes and colorful
petals to bask in all of their glory.

*  Prune shrubs. Keep to a natural shape,
avoiding turning them into a ball or square
shape. Overgrown shrubs can invade
walkways and patios as my boxwoods were
doing. When pruned and tamed they look

classic and sophisticated, making a simple
dressing for your yard and garden.

* Trim tree branches that hang too low and
create hazards. A low tree branch not only
gets in the way of walkways, it also poses the
risk of falling, hitting or scratching someone.
Low tree branches also serve as fire ladders
helping to flame a blaze.

* Create a welcoming entrance with a
couple of large containers filled with
multihued plants. One of my peach trees is in
a pot and it is blooming now. Bright colors

Photos Cynthia Brian

are fun and inviting, and having them placed
at the entrance makes guests feel welcome.
Containers filled with living greens create
the statement that your home is well kept
and cared for.

* Herbs cascading from a raised bed or a
pot located outside your kitchen are
utilitarian. My rosemary spills over a nearby
wall and I have parsley, sage, and chervil
ready for snipping to add to my culinary
concoctions.

... continued on Page D18
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Oxalis or shamrocks grow between the rows of vines. Last chance to prune your grapes. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

... continued from Page D16

» Ifyou plan to stay in your home for at least five years, consider
adding a tree or two for significant impact. Bright saffron colored
Acacia trees are blooming now and when their blooms are
finished, the gray leaves offer intense interest. Trees keep homes
cooler in the summer and offer you a place to rest in the shade.
Before you purchase a tree, do your homework. Know how large
the tree will get at maturity. Ask about its growing habits, root
system, water consumption, flowers and/or fruits. You don’t want
to block views or have too much shadow for you or your neighbors.
If you like to grow your own fruit, you can create a personal
orchard with all of your favorites. With fruiting trees, yow’ll enjoy
both flowers in spring and a crop to harvest. Plums and peach
bloom this month. Cherry trees are filled with swollen buds.

* Check out seed packets at your local nursery. Do you want to
have a wildflower garden? Attract pollinators like butterflies and
bees? Plant a cutting garden? Seeds are relatively inexpensive and
by scattering you’ll breathe excitement into your landscape. Make
sure to read the instructions carefully as some seeds must soak
overnight or be scratched before planting, a step you can’t afford to
miss.

* On steep slopes, planting Pride of Madeira is a smart choice. It
likes full sun, needs minimal water, if any, grows tall and wide, and
produces beautiful clusters of purple-blue spikes inviting
pollinators to visit. This Mediterranean favorite is deer resistant and does reseed. Plant at the back of your garden and make sure you have
enough space for it as it matures into a very large specimen. Wear gloves when handling as the leaves can irritate skin.

» Install mulch to prevent weeds, retain moisture, and regulate temperature. A cool product that is worth investigating is called
Landscape Rubber Mulch.

* Dress your landscape with ornamental grasses, bulbs and colorful annuals for a designer’s touch. Primroses and pansies mixed into a
border are especially pretty. I tuck bulbs into my beds all year long in anticipation of a stellar surprise every month of the year.

* Add a bench, table, and loungers to key areas. As the sun rises and crosses the horizon, I like knowing that I can relax in different areas
of my garden or enjoy a picnic outside in nature. Sitting spots make a garden more inviting and friendly.

* Birdbaths and fountains are essential elements to a balanced landscape offering a place to drink and splash for our feathered friends. If
you have room, a pond with a recirculating pump adds an atmosphere of Zen.

* For additional elegance and privacy, install a trellis, gazebo, gate, or pergola and plant climbers such as the trumpet vine, clematis or a
fragrant climbing rose.

* Last chance to prune grapevines and fall bearing fruit trees such as apple and pears.

» With rain showers still on the horizon, be prepared for blossoms and petals to be knocked to the ground. I collect the stalks and blooms
that have been pummeled to create fashionable and pretty indoor arrangements.

* Continue to pick up the fallen camellia blossoms until there are no camellias left on your shrub or tree.
* Getready for St. Patrick’s Day on March 17 by going green and buying a pot of shamrocks (Oxalis) for the table.

Gardens are set to explode with color as petals open to engage us in the forthcoming season of rebirth. The final days of winter have
arrived and soon the warm breath of spring will empower us to start digging deeper.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing,
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McDonnell « Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts * Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Cynthia Brian continues to pick up
fallen camellia blossoms.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and
writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are1® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.
Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers
at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
Donate to Fire Disaster Relief via Be the Star You Are!®
501 c3 at www.BethestarYouAre.org Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53
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New Listing

103 Oak Road

Open floor plan 4 Bed+Office/3.5
Bath. Kitchen with stainless & granite.
Views & great location!

$1,225,000
ORINDA

3 Lost Valley Court

Custom contemporary 6 Bed/4
Bath rebuilt masterpiece on 2.11
acres in the gorgeous hills of

Orinda. $2.295 000

ORINDA

13 Gardiner Court

Meticulously designed 6 Bed/4.5 Bath
craftsman home incredible views from
every room, resort-like pool & spa.

$3,750,000
MORAGA

ORINDA

= New Price!

147 Camino Don Miguel
Authentic old Orinda Spanish on
special OCC view knoll. 3223 sq.ft. of
charming living spaces

$1,695,000
ORINDA

New Listing

30 Dias Dorados

Stylishly renovated 5 Bed/4 Bath
home is set at the end of a quiet
cul-de-sacinthe O.C.C neighorhood.

$2,495,000

LAFAYETTE
-t i
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New Listing

11 Northridge Lane

Private 4 Bed/3++ Bath home.
Stunning views from every room,

functional floor plan, level lawn.

$2,195,000
MORAGA

308 Rheem Blvd

Delightful and renovated 5 Bed/4
Bath with functional floor plan on
1.04 acre beautifully landscaped lot.

$1,599,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

259 Lakefield Place

Open and spacious, light and bright,
incredible 5 Bed/ 4.5 Bath Moraga
estate on 1.72 acres.

$1,995,000

ORINDA

202 Stein Way

Beautiful 4 Bed/3.5 Bath Close-in knoll
setting-view, terrace, level lawns.
Dream open kitchen, private master

retreat! $1,989,000
ORINDA

Iilew Listing
119 Via Floreado

Stunning 4+ Bed, 3.5 Bath single level
custom + bonus cottage! Two lots
combine to create private acre+

parklike paradise

$2,495,000
LA FAYETTE
l ‘14 u’-
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4030 Happy Valley Road

New Price! Elegant country living
in Happy Valley with gorgeous

private grounds.
$2,675,000

CLAYTON
. "

. Néw Listing.
5679 Pine Hollow Road

Only 4 Left! Beautiful New
Construction Single Story Homes w/
4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots.

$1,175,000

_ ORINDA

424 Camino Sobrante

This lovely two level 4 Bed/3.5 Bath
residence combines flexible and
usable living spaces throughout

3259 Sq.ft. $1,995,000
ORINDA

= New Listing

11 Gardiner Court

Super stylish and very livable 4
Bed/3.5 Bath home of incredible
design integrity inside and outside.

$2,595,000

LAFAYETTE

1982 Reliez Valley Road

Extraordinary custom-built dream
home of the highest quality on 1.12
acres. Stunning pool, spa, & gardens

$3,250,000
CLAYTON

New Listing

5669 Pine Hollow Road
Only 4 Left! Beautiful New

Construction Single Story Homes w/
4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots.

$1,210,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@eEAe/EuNzlnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens Il
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



