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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Welcome sprmg with the delightful Feng Shui wood element

Photo provided

Creating an outdoor oasis of greenery landscape attracts
abundance and new beginnings to your home.

By Michele Duffy

Although the chilly morning temps register at a brisk 37 degrees,
spring is awakening slowly and this much-anticipated season is long
overdue. The backdrop of spring’s bloom provides a gentle shift away
from the dormancy of winter with changeable weather, increased ac-
tivity and new growth. Spring’s promise introduces us to longer-
lasting days, new seeds planted, young daffodils bobbing in sunshine-
drenched afternoons, the genius activity of birds and species of all
types engaging in fresh courting rituals. Spring’s activity mirrors the

upward explosive growth of the wood element which manifests as the
signal that the cycle is beginning all over again for another year.

Spring translates in the home as a shift to green and a refreshing
transition to a lighter look and feel. Remember, Feng Shui begs us to
notice the change in seasons not only as permission to finally put
away the outside holiday lights or wreaths, but also to make a few im-
portant changes in our homes, as well as in our diet, sleep and exer-
cise regimes. Last month I offered help with creating a sensual and
relaxing master bedroom, since winter is really the season for lots of
sleep. As the clock and light change, so must our own personal
rhythms in spring. If we try to align our homes and ourselves with
the spirited upward growth of the wood element of spring, we might
also notice that it’s easier to get up earlier, exercise before breakfast,
and skip a meal once a week. As the flowers wake up, so do we.

Spring’s wood element is represented by fresh healthy plants and
flowers, the colors green and lavender, and also, the rectangular
shape. It’s time to throw open the draperies, let the fresh air and
sunshine stream in and take note of all the new bustling activity.

Beyond the mundane “spring cleaning” in Feng Shui, we are asked
about the purpose or the reason for cleaning. We are also asked to
adjust our intention; instead of “cleaning” we “space clear” to wel-
come and create greater abundance, health and harmony. Part of the
reason is our environments mirror our state of mind and, put simply,
when we allow our spaces to be reborn we also experience new
growth, opportunities and wellness. We “spring clean” to embrace
the rebirth of the season, to create space for new growth, opportuni-
ties and new beginnings in our homes and lives. As the saying goes:
out with the old and in with the new.

Start with the master bedroom and bath and create a spotless oa-
sis; notice how it improves your sleeping. Do you feel lighter and more
in control of your life? Clean the refrigerator and freezer, especially
after all the holidays, and this might inspire a new approach to diet.
Since the kitchen is tied chiefly to our health and well-being, attention
here helps us adjust to increased activity. Notice if you feel more able
to achieve your diet and fitness goals with a clean slate in the fridge.
Clean out storage bins, drawers, closets, and simply repurpose, donate
or toss. Wash the windows, declutter the attic and basement and step
back and review your progress. What’s opening up for you as you
open up your home to the freshness of spring? You might also be
called to create a zenlike online experience with new headshots, pho-
tos and color, and also be more open to new ideas.

.. continued on Page D4
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MORAGA - 9 KIMBERLY DRIVE
WINE-PRODUCING VINEYARD ON FOUR EXTRAORDINARY ACRES

Exclusive hillside estate showcases a brilliant custom
design, awe-inspiring views, and a wine-producing vineyard
on four extraordinary acres with 5 Bd, 5 Ba and a 3 car gar.

A California Mission-style facade reflects the design
of local landmarks like St. Mary’s College and the Hacienda
de las Flores and harmonizes with its natural surroundings.

Meanwhile a brilliantly designed interior celebrates a

sophisticated and contemporary style with an open floor
plan, and generous sized rooms bathed in natural light.
For more pictures and information, please visit
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Offered at $2,395,000

GLENN AND KELLIE
. BEAUBELLE |

925.254.1212
TheBeaubelleGroup.com

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported  Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 2 $630,000 $2,550,000
MORAGA 5 $619,000 $1,775,000
ORINDA 5 $840,000 $2,050,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE
3279 Mt Diablo Court #16, $630,000, 2 Bdrms, 1386 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 02-05-19,
Previous Sale: $435,000, 05-02-02
3545 Oconner Drive, $2,550,000, 5 Bdrms, 3163 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 02-08-19,
Previous Sale: $976,500, 10-29-13
MORAGA
887 Augusta Drive, $958,000, 2 Bdrms, 1552 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 02-05-19,
Previous Sale: $619,000, 08-03-04
486 Butterfield Place, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 1768 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 02-07-19
795 Crossbrook Drive, $1,493,000, 4 Bdrms, 2276 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 01-31-19,
Previous Sale: $1,020,000, 05-24-11
170 Miramonte Drive, $693,000, 3 Bdrms, 1742 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 01-29-19
70 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 3033 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 01-31-19
ORINDA
22 Cedar Lane, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2244 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-01-19
4 Edgewood Court, $1,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 2280 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 01-28-19,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 04-28-16
5 North Lane, $875,000, 4 Bdrms, 1831 SqFt, 1956 YrBIt, 01-30-19
34 Oak Ridge Lane, $1,825,000, 4 Bdrms, 4012 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 02-08-19,
Previous Sale: $2,050,000, 09-06-15
6 Snowberry Lane, $1,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 2491 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 02-07-19,
Previous Sale: $840,000, 10-10-01



Thinking about selling
your home? -

Get a second opinion. These sellers did. o

COMPASS

3765 Highland Road
3363 Betty Lane
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Highest price ever per square foot in Highland Highest price ever per square foot in Lafayette Estates
neighborhood. neighborhood.

Call us today to see how we can help
you get the highest price for your home.

3239 Sweet Drive

Promises Kept | Records Broken

Sold 32% over asking.

The Paddy Kehoe Team

L) L] L]
L] L] L]
- Paddy Kehoe Claudia Gohler
925.878.5869 925.765.8081
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345 DRE 01995498
k
Dave Schurhoff Mary Staten Leslie Lomond P t
£ 9259979569 925.890.6875 650.799.2110
dave.schurhoff@compass.com mary.staten@compass.com leslie.lomond@compass.com
& DRE 01834201 DRE 01947354 DRE 01968517 PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Compoass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Welcome sprmg with the delightful wood element

... continued from Page D1

Marie Kando has certainly raised the con-
sciousness of our culture regarding clutter,
and I thank her for that, but for thousands of
years Feng Shui has asked us to honor the tao
and the interrelationship of our environments
and the quality of our lives. Feng Shui has al-
ways asked us to connect to the purpose of
home, simplify, purge the unnecessary, love
everything in our surroundings, keep the chi
moving in alignment with the energetics of
each season, and also remember that it’s an
ongoing process, as opposed to a one-and-done
approach.

Beyond the decluttering and cleaning to
welcome spring, here are some other ways we

can align and bring spring’s wood element in

to create that shift in our homes:

1) What are your seasonal intentions for

spring? Make them personal and achievable

and fun;

2) Plant an herb garden in easy-to-care-for

pots and place near the kitchen;

3) Add plants to home areas that promote

healthy growth, like bamboo and jade, which

are favorites for attracting wealth;

4) Bring bouquets of fresh flowers into your

home on a weekly basis and rotate in the

foyer, kitchen and master bedroom.

5) Make sure your home is supported with a

well-landscaped garden and yard, create a

butterfly and hummingbird haven and add

water features;

6) Welcome spring with a new front entrance

wreath and more greenery in your dining

table centerpiece;

7) Refresh all bed, bath and home linens with

lighter, colorful picks;

8) Infuse your space with more green, also

wear more green and eat more green;

9) Open all the windows and doors, let the

sunshine in and with positive intentions, and

space clear with sandalwood or sage.
However you plan to welcome spring, be

sure you reflect on the wonderful opportunity

spring provides to allow each one of us and

our homes to be better aligned with the very

best springtime has to offer.

Michele Duffy,

BTB M.E.S. is an
Orinda resident

who, since 1999, -
enjoys creating -+
“Space as E
Medicine” Feng
Shui one space
at a time, as well |
as hiking in =
nature, cooking,
and spending
time with her
family; Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master,
International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG)
Red Ribbon Professional. To schedule a
professional 2019 Feng Shui
Consultation, contact Michele at (520)
647-4887 or send an email to
spaceharmony@gmail.com.

r
=

Hest of
" houzz

2019
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Tom Stack

Broker Associate

925.878.9964

Tom.Stack@camoves.com
www. TomStack.com

COLDWELL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Represented Buyers in
an Off Market Sale.
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/115 El Teyonal, Ocinda..

3bd [2ba | 1729 sgft | .39 ac

Enjoy an open floor plan perfect for entertaining
while also providing a peaceful retreat & sweeping
views. Located w/in minutes of the “Village”, BART,

commute & a short walk to Orinda’s Park Pool.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER \/i | |a 2€
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com It's Village. Of Course.
www.clarkthompson.com




//NEW LISTING

SPECIAL CUSTOM HOME
LEASE IN THE AMAZING
TRAIL NEIGHBORHOOD

5 4,5 Trail

Bedrooms Baths Neighborhood

4,260 48 Custom Built in

Sq. Ft Acres 2005

3324 Las Huertas Road, Lafayette

-

925.963.7189
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

A S Villge
v111ageassoc1ates com | @v111ageassoc1ates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES

DRE# 01301392
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CUTE AS A BUTTON.
30 Miramonte Dhr.

$649,000 | 1152 Square Feet, 2 Beds 1.5 Baths

T
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Liated Sold (ﬂep/mmtzd Buyers) Sold (multiple %m
3 Lost Valley Ct, Orinda 3875 Quail Ridge Road, 10 Lost Valley Drive, Orind
$2,295,000 Lafayette - $2,225,000 $1,355,000

- =
dnd COWM 4doon - Adorable Upper Happy Valley Charmer!

1087 Upper Happy Valley Road
2049 Sq.Ft., 4 beds, 2 bath, .37 acre lot.
Call me for details!

FINDING THE

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates Village Associates
9257088116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897

emily@amyrosesmith.com amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com i www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

It's Village. Of Course.




CHARMING D OWNTOWN LAFAYE'H'E This comfortable Lafayette home, with approx. 1512 sq. ft. , in the heart of

Lafayette, sits graciously on a .28 acre parcel. The home boasts 3 large bed-

3bd. | 25ba. | 1512 sq ft. | .28 acre rooms, 2.5 updated bathrooms. The formal living/dining room spaces offer a

- T wood burning fireplace with brick hearth, skylights, and a bay window with
views of Mt. Diablo. The eat-in kitchen, fit for a chef, features granite counter
tops, stainless steel appliances, a built-in desk area, and an adjacent viewing
deck. Set privately, the master suite boasts a walk-in closet with built-ins,
and access to a private deck and gardens. The additional bedrooms feature
spacious closets and share a bathroom with separate shower. This home
has been tastefully updated with all new interior paint and hardwood floors
throughout. Entertain or retreat to the peaceful gardens. Enjoy the conve-
nient decks and the upper area ideal for planting beds, lawn or children’s
play. This home is located about 1/2 mile to BART, downtown Lafayette and
Lafayette's top-rated schools!

el B

$1,275,000

TES S aubelle

GROUP

Nancy Stryker

925.890.6911
nancystryker@gmail.com
DRE 01290021

COMPASS

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
@ from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Your vision
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops,

there is no project too big or

small for our team.
Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd. - L
Lafayette, CA 94549 ARy
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net columbie

METS
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4bd |2.5ba | 3178 sgft | .70 ac

On an incredible lot, this charming family home
with comfortable spaces has ideal functionality
for guests or nanny setup. Exceptional main living
areas with beautiful views. A one-of-kind parcel.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER \/I I |a 2€
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com It's Village. Of Course.

www.clarkthompson.com




J\ MICHELLE
Ind HOLCENBERG

I'VE SOLD 100'S OF

HOMES IN THE AREA

LET ME HELP YOU PREPARE AND
MARKET YOUR PROPERTY TO GET
IT SOLD FOR TOP DOLLAR IN 2019

www.holcenberg.com

il

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

—

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

©2018 Coldwel Barker Real Estate LLCAHRgM Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is o red tradémaskficensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An'Eqti IOppl ity Compar o
Eq \H gOpp ortun tyE hC\d us d el Broker rage e Ofce s Ovn d by a Subsidian y(NRTLL(R al estate agents-afflatedwith Coldviell Banker Residential Brokerage
dependent contractor tes a d ot employees of Coldwell Ba rker Rl Esaie LLC, Coldwel Baniker Recidenia Begke ragel NRTLLC(IBREL eeeeee #01905304
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5% OFF

SELECT STORAGE UNITS FOR 2 MONTHS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST LIMITED AVAILABILITY

ML UMITS 9 K 19 AMD SWALLFR

10% OFF

ALL BOXES
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Chech our websta d o0 Faceboot  (925) 643-2026

a0 Minl cut about Lpcoming svents Wi A KDBOE GO

Knowledgeable Professional Reliable Local
Committed to exceeding your expectations!

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925998.9501
rattoandratto@compass.com
rattoandratto.com

DRE 00900621 | 01361537

COMPASS




Gorgeous Sleepy Hollow Residence

|‘l.| “
Fopet Yis
el 1

Finola Feller
925.890.7807
finola.feller@compass.com
DRE 01428834

Suzi O'Brien
925.286.8520
suzi.orbrien@compass.com
DRE 01482496

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements

and square footage are approximate.
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MATTHEW MoLEOD
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Matt Knows

MORAGA

795 Camino Ricardo, Moraga - $1,295,000
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1,870 sf, .28 acre flat lot
Perfectly positioned on a corner lot in one of Moraga’s most loved neighborhoods,
this charming single-story home is coveted for its location... just steps away from
Los Perales Elementary School. Besides top-rated schools (check availability) this
location desired for its flat streets, large sidewalks, and central Moraga location
which offers easy access to commute routes, the Moraga-Lafayette Trail, Moraga

Country Club, Moraga Shopping Center, and the Sunday Farmer’s market.

What Matt's Clients are Saying...

Ken & I want to express our appreciation to you for your outstanding
service and the professional guidance you provided throughout the
sale of our family home. Having lived in our home for over 50 years it

was not an easy decision to sell but you were very patient in explaining the
process and helped us understand all our options. We never felt pressured
and you made us feel comfortable and confident in all aspects of the sale
process. Your expert advice in both marketing and preparing our home
for sales was essential to a quick sale above our asking price!

On top of that, you guided us through the complicated purchase of our

new home in Rossmoor! If you are looking for a trusted advisor that has

strong local knowledge and can handle the complexity of both a sale and a
purchase...we highly recommend Matt McLeod.

~Ken & Janet Forman, Moraga

Matt McLeod, REALTOR®

925.464.6500 * matt@dudum.com
DRE 01310057

—
DUDUM

EAL ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian
Awaken spring

“The ghostly winter silences have given way to the great spring murmur of
awakening life.”— Jack London

Photos Cynthia Brian

Spring daffodils and Chinese fringe.
By Cynthia Brian

It all began when I witnessed the new growth unfurling on one of my lo-
quat trees. The leaves were a mesmerizing bright green, like the color of
lime with a hint of sunshine. Ah, sunshine, I thought! How I longed for
warm, sun-drenched days. The darkness, cold and wet of winter had be-
gun to unravel my soul.

The rains throughout the winter, although welcome and necessary,
have been torrential. The creeks are full and raging. If only we could
save this H20 to quench summer thirsty landscapes. Our hillsides are
carpets of emerald grasses. The only hint that salvation was near was the
happy stalks of the ubiquitous daffodils singing to the sky an end to the
melancholia.

I wanted to bottle a bit of this luminosity from those loquat leaves so
I did the next best thing ... I painted my fingernails the exact color! An
odd choice, I've been told, but I was hell-bent on awakening spring.

The next day, the weather reports suggested that we would bask in
sunlight for at least a week. My earthy polish must have summoned the
gods of rebirth.

As if on cue, terra firma has erupted in a procession of power plants.
Besides the narcissi and bergenia that have been blooming successively
since January, we now witness muscari, tulip, hyacinth, ranunculus,
anemone, oxalis, calla lily, azalea, freesia, Chinese fringe, blue star grass,
and one of my favorite overlooked specimens, hellebore joining the
parade.

Hellebores are deer-resistant, low-maintenance perennials that stir
with blooms (actually sepals protecting the flower) before other plants.
Known as the Lenten rose, they prefer partial shade, are evergreen and
boast flowers January through May. ... continued on Page D15



Lynn Malloy

Partner - The Beaubelle Group
lynn@thebeaubellegroup.com
925.818.7620

DRE 01910108

112 Camino Sobrante, Orinda
3 bedroom 2.5 bathroom 2300 SF offered at 1,495,000

This charming custom cottage located just steps from
Orinda Country Club and Lake Cascade is a gardener’s
delight. The light filled home boasts a formal living/
dining space, eat in kitchen, and family room, as well

as, three bedroom and two and half baths. There are
doors in every room accessing the numerous patios and
decks where you can enjoy the views of the hills and
lake, entertain, or relax in the hot tub. This home is ideally
located close to town but feels like a private oasis.

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting

or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Reminders

CREATE a cutting garden for summer by planting delphiniums, snapdragons and
sunflowers.

VISIT www.RecycleSmart.org for dates of the 5th Annual Compost Giveaway.
Register to collect up to three yards of free compost or “black gold” which has
been recycled from the green organic bins.

FERTILIZE lawns. Spring is also the second-best time after fall to install a new
lawn or refresh an old one. If you are seeding, March and April are excellent
times to scatter seed, especially before a rain. My preference is
http://www.PearlsPremium.com for an almost weed-free, lush green ground
cover.

ADD to your planting list aeoniums and other succulents as they require minimal
maintenance and water, even in the hot months.

CONTINUE to pick up the fallen branches of camellias. I know I’'m sounding like a - . . '
broken record but camellias have a long blooming season and the ones that drop Fluorescent fuchsia flowering peach
will cause a rot for next year’s bloom. Don’t stop picking them up and don’t add blossoms with daffodils.
them to your compost or recycle bins. *

STOP mowing your lawns when the grass is wet or it is raining. Hearing the growl
of lawnmowers when it is pouring outside boils the soul of my inner gardener.
Cutting the grass when it is raining damages the grass blades and causes ruts and
compaction. Inform your “mow, blow, and go” service providers to perform other
tasks in inclement weather. A healthy green lawn will thank you for your
restraint.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Hello Spring!

A dinner plate aeonium succulent is beautiful in all
seasons.

The elegant tulip soulangeana Hellebores, also known as Lenten

magnolia adds beauty and structure roses, bloom before other plants. - -
to any landscape. A close up of pretty pink freesias.
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Awaken spring

... continued from Page D12

If you plant them on a slope, you’ll be able to see
the flowers more easily as their stems face
downwards. Hybrids include shades of ivory,
jade, maroon, pink, yellow, speckled and fringed
combinations.

As the soil warms and the daylight hours
grow longer, it is time to prepare your garden for
seeding by weeding, hoeing and adding rich soil.
This year I have chosen packets from Renee’s
Garden (http:/www.reneesgarden.com) and have
already jotted down when the seeds will be
planted. At the end of March or beginning of
April, I will be planting beets, leeks and clarkia.
In April I will add cleome, columbine and dwarf
dahlias. Brussels sprouts will wait for a summer
sowing. Pumpkin seeds that I’'ve saved will be
planted in late May in anticipation of Halloween
and Thanksgiving. If you want to carve them,
choose a fun variety such as Warty Goblin or Su-
per Moon. For that delicious holiday pie, the go-to
favorite is Pik-a-Pie. Pumpkins need a large area

Cynthia boasts spring green nails
squatting by the hellebores

to grow making it essential to plan now to give
your Curcubita pepo the room to thrive. Small
pumpkins need a 12-foot area, medium pump-
kins require 24 feet, and giants want a 36-48 feet
space per plant.

Are you thinking of including perennials that
will attract butterflies, bees, bats and birds? The
National Pollinator Garden Network has an-
nounced it has surpassed its goal of registering 1
million pollinator gardens. In just three years,
1.04 million gardens were registered with the
Million Pollinator Garden Challenge. From tiny
yards to public gardens, the million-plus gardens
add up to a network of approximately 5 million
acres of enhanced or new pollinator habitat. Of-
fer a buffet with a diverse array of flowers, herbs,
colors, fragrances, sizes, and shapes that will en-
courage these garden guards to visit and stay.

The elegant tulip soulangeana magnolia adds
beauty and structure to any landscape and now is
the time to choose a specimen in full bloom at
your local nursery. Blooming time varies with
varieties and micro-climates. Santa Rosa plum

and peach trees are radiantly blossoming
and will soon form fruit. Crab apple will
follow shortly. Hopefully, the rains won’t
knock off too many buds.

The frogs are chirping, birds are tweeting,

Red ranunculus pops up beside the yellow
oxalis.

and cows are mooing. The orchestra of nature
waking up from its winter slumber is music to
my ears. It’s time to polish our dancing shoes
(and maybe your nails) as the vernal equinox has
arrived with an equal balance of light and dark.
The season of spring has sprung.

McDonnell & Nursery
—(_ramily owned since 1933 )

- Workshop: -

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor,
radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as
the Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel®
501 c3.

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

Donate to Fire Disaster Relief via Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3
at www.BethestarYouAre.org

Sustainable Practices for Water-Wise Gardening
Sunday March 24, 2019 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Come join compost and sheet mulching guru Lori Caldwell (Master Composter, StopWaste Educator and Owner of Com-
postGal: Consulting, Landscaping and Education) to learn permaculture and sustainable gardening practices for your home
garden. An EBMUD representative will also be available to discuss EBMUD’s Landscape Upgrade Rebate Program.

Please RSVP: ebmud.com/rsvp

For more information: Kristin.Bowman@ebmud.com 510 986-7610

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

16 Dos Posos

Sunny, light-filled living! Updated 4
Bed/3 Bath with wrap-around balcony
and stunning views.

$1,395,000
ORINDA

3 Lost Valley Court
Custom contemporary 6 Bed/4 Bath
rebuilt masterpiece on 2.11 acres in
the beautiful Orinda hills.

$2,295,000
LAFAYETTE

3913 Happy Valley Road

Mid-Century modern Happy Valley
Estate on 3.54 acres, soaring ceilings,
walls of glass, large living/dining.

$2,695,000
WALNUT CREEK

A

150 Sharene Ln #204

Ideal location! 2 Bed/ 1 Bath with
spacious family room, large closet
space and functional floor plan.

$395,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA ORINDA

- <)

-

424 Camino Sobrante
Lovely two level 4 Bed/3.5 Bath

3 Sager Court
Truly exceptional 3 Bed/2 Bath home

491 Moraga Way
Turn-key 4 Bed/3 Bath home fully

remodeled. Large open kitchen, remodeled with top quality home combines flexible and
expansive patio, great location! enhancements and design. usable |i;/ing spaces throughout
3259 Sq ft.
$1,395,000 $1,425,000 g $1,995,000
ORINDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE
. . - - .

-

119 Via Floreado
Stunning rebuilt 4 Bed/3.5 Bath
single level custom home, spacious

-
3393 Angelo Street
Reliez Valley close-in 3 Bed/ 2 Bath
+ family room on level .37 acre,

1321 Sunset Loop
Move-in ready 2 Bed/1 Bath home
includes a wood burning fireplace,

Egg;oglms, playroom + bonus Isaemr;grate cottage and expansive pool, patio and gardens.
9 $2,495,000 ' $995,000 $1,368,000
MORAGA MORAGA MORAGA

i,

422 Fernwood Drive
Spacious "heart of Moraga” 4 Bed/3
Bath home with outdoor kitchen,
pool, spa and putting green.

110 Quintas Lane

Desirable neighborhood, great style
and design, super entertainer on
picturesque private setting.

Call for Price

CLAYTON

30 Miramonte Drive
Beautifully remodeled Miramonte
Gardens 2 Bed/1.5 Bath townhome
with top of the line finishes.

$649,000

$1,785,000
PLEASANT HILL

A

OAKLAND

]

5679 Pine Hollow Road
Only 4 Left! Beautiful

670 Vernon Street #102

Rose Park Terrace 2 Bed/1 Bath.

Gorgeous updated home with

parking. Easy to everything!
$638,000

Lovely single story on a flat 1/4 acre
lot. Spacious living, eat-in kitchen,
expansive private yard.

$849,000

New
Construction Single Story Homes w/
4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots.

$1,175,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens |l
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





