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Ellie Palma

By Jon Kingdon

It would not seem like the start
to a new season if there wasn’t
some type of distraction for
the Lamorinda softball teams
as they began preseason
preparation. Battling through
the rain, the teams have begun
their season with a collective
optimism.

Acalanes
Last season, Acalanes made
the playoffs with a roster
largely made up of freshmen
and sophomores. With an-
other year under their belts,
head coach Victor Silva still
has a team lacking in some ex-
perience: “We are a good team
but we are a young team that
wants to be good. With all of
the rain that we had, we only
missed one practice which
shows how much the girls
want to be successful.”

The pitching staff is led by
Edan Mirabella and Ellie
Palma. It’s simple, says Silva:
“We just need to throw
strikes.”

The team’s defense has
been strengthened with the
return of Kaylee Pond, who
missed all last season with a
knee injury. She and Morgan
Salmon will be holding down
the left side of the infield and

will be alternating between
shortstop and third base.

Seniors Bailee Takano and
Madeline Fink have been
named the team’s co-captains
and are looking forward to
provide leadership for the
underclassmen.

It is going to be a balanced
offense for Acalanes, says
Silva: “We are a good hitting
team with some power that
has a lot of speed on the
bases.” The offense has been
led Takano, Pond, Salmon and
Alexandra Sofield, who so far
have combined for 10 hits in
20 at bats.

Silva is taking a long-term
perspective for his team: “We
are playing a tough non-
conference schedule to get
ready for league play. With
four juniors and five sopho-
mores, it’s a team that should
continue to develop as the sea-
son progresses.”

Campolindo
Without a JV team, Cam-
polindo head coach Wayne
Stephens has a young team
with strong senior leadership.
The team has five seniors and
juniors and 10 freshmen and
sophomores. Key to pulling
this team together are senior
captains catcher Katy Poole
and infielder/outfielder Han-

Kaeli Martinet

nah Grossen.

The pitching staff is led by
junior Emma Rahimi and
freshman Kaeli Martinet.
“Emma has good experience
and has been a solid starter for
us,” said Stephens. “Kaeli,
though only a freshman, has
played a lot of softball.” Mar-
tinet’s record is 2-0 and has yet
to give up a run while Rahimi’s
ERA is only 1.91.

The defense is both young
and strong up the middle with
sophomore Abbie Lee at
shortstop and freshman Sarah
Tallarico. “Our defense should
be our strength. Abbie and
Sarah are both really good
players and it’s a great combi-
nation for the future,” says
Stephens.

Grossen, Tallarico, Lee and
Kelly Gagnon have all begun
the year hitting over .400.
Poole and Tallarico are tied for
the lead in RBIs.

The weather has limited
the development of the team,
particularly for the younger
players, according to Stephens:
“The rain has hurt us due to
our inexperience, but all the
girls are working hard and
want to get better. They key
for us to be successful is to stay
healthy and play as a team. If
that happens, we’ll be able to

Lamorinda softball season's optimistic open

Photos Gint Federas

take care of ourselves.”
Miramonte
Miramonte’s first year head
coach Sara Feinberg has seen
the team start slowly but is
able to see a brighter future
for the team: “These are a fab-
ulous group of girls that are
really happy to be playing.
The strength of the team at
this point is the passion and
love the players have for each
other. They really enjoy play-
ing together.”

Kaylee Pond

This is a young team with
only two seniors but has good
numbers to build on. There
are 11 players on the roster
and there is now a JV team
with 14 players on that roster,
says Feinberg: “We are work-
ing hard to rebuild the pro-
gram. A lot of the JV players
are going to get a chance to
play varsity.”

Seniors Ashley Miller and
Carley Johnson are the co-
captains for this young squad.

The offense is a work in
progress, says Feinberg: “A lot
of the girls are coming out of
their shells. We have good
power but just need more
consistency.”

Freshman Rubina Cabe
who has been a club player
her whole life brings a lot of
experience and has been as-
sisting the other pitchers with
their technique.

Feinberg has seen consis-
tent improvement with the
team: “We are a work in
progress, learning the basics
and filling in the gaps. We’re
improving in all areas and the
girls are working their way up
and I'm looking forward to the
growth of the team as the sea-
son goes on.”

Lamorinda Water Polo makes strong showing at KAP7

Submitted by Rola Yamini Innis =

Seventeen teams represented the
Lamorinda Water Polo Club in Orange
County Feb. 9-10 at the KAP7 International
Water Polo Tournament. In the Platinum
division, the boys teams had strong finishes
placing in the top seven (18Us) and top six
(16Us and 14Us) while the 10U boys took
home a silver medal with their second place
finish. The 14U girls went home as
undefeated champions, taking first place in
the Platinum division with victories over
Southern California powerhouse teams
Pride and Set, and Northern and Central

California teams 680 and Royal 559. Other

notable finishes, the 16U boys (B) finished
second in the Gold division, the 14U girls (B)
finished 1st in the Silver division, and the
12U boys (B) finished second in the Silver

division.

Gold Medal Winners - LAMO 14U Girls

Back row, from left: LAMO head coach (and former
Olympic Women’s head coach 2000-2008) Guy Baker,
Payton Laforteza, Dania Innis, Lucy Berkman, Lauren
Hett, Allie Lurie, and Petra Cherry. Front row: Sofia

Holman, Zoe Petty, Tali Stryker, Lauren Greenfield,

Peyton Gray, and Meghan McAninch (and mascot puppy).
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Silver Medal Winners — LAMO 10U Boys Photo Michael Williams

From left: Yoav Schmoisman, Brycen Lott, Mason
Tunney, Will Liebowitz, Jake Colclasure, Rhys Williams,
Tyler Williams, Brady Hassett, Thomas Hua, Coach

Kevin Friedman. Not pictured - Trent Smith.
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Knife Sharpening |

Lulu’s Kitchen Knife
Sharpening Services (KSS)
Free pick-up/delivery for our
Lamorinda clients. Same day
service available. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Call Michael @
510-499-9377. Local Orinda
family since 1989.

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining
walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Rototilling

2+ Ken's Rototilling
2 4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Quetzal Handyman
NOJOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo

'y 925-872-0422

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581
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WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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