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Lamorinda council members hear a presentation on the CASA Compact at the March 6

Tri-Cities meeting.

By Nick Marnell

A plan to confront the hous-
ing affordability crisis in the
Bay Area failed to impress the
15 Lamorinda council mem-
bers or the public at the
March 6 Tri-Cities Council
Meeting in Lafayette, with
host city lawmakers ripping
the plan as noninclusive and
off the mark.

In 2017, the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission
and the Association of Bay
Area Governments convened
the Committee to House the
Bay Area, known as CASA, a
think tank of major employ-
ers, developers, labor inter-
ests, social equity and hous-
ing advocates, and govern-
ment officials from major
cities to find a solution to the
Bay Area housing crisis. Out
of those brainstorming ses-
sions came the 2019 CASA
Compact, a 10-point plan
which provides a framework
for expanded state legislation,
including tenant protections,
housing approval processes
and transit zoning. The Com-
pact provisions would be
partially funded over 15 years
with $1.5 billion annually in
new local and regional rev-

enue, with the goal to place
the revenue measures on the
ballot in 2020, as presented
by two MTC representatives
at the Tri-Cities gathering.

Lafayette Mayor Cam
Burks set the tone for the
meeting by denouncing the
committee’s plan to hire a
lobbyist with taxpayer dollars
to push through proposed
Compact legislation in Sacra-
mento. He also criticized
CASA for failing to include a
broader range of local stake-
holders in the Compact de-
velopment process. “You left
out counties. Counties! Hun-
dreds of thousands of peo-
ple!” Burks said. Ken Kirkey,
MTC planning director,
agreed that it would have
been helpful to have a CASA
member from Contra Costa or
San Mateo counties. “I think
that was an oversight,” Kirkey
said.

Burks wasn’t buying it. “I
believe it was a completely
premeditated strategy to
alienate a large population,
and I am truly disappointed
as a taxpayer and a leader in
this city,” he said.

The onslaught continued
as Lafayette Vice Mayor Mike

Anderson upbraided the MTC
representatives because the
Compact did not recommend
that housing be built where
the jobs were already located
—1in San Francisco, Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties
—and that the plan did not in-
clude any relief to the local
transportation system, to
make sure it could handle
what was being proposed.

“If you’re not doing that,
you’re not serving us,” An-
derson said. “You’re just here
to make us feel better. I hope
that you will question these
things, but I have a feeling
that you won’t.”

Anderson was just warm-
ing up, as he pressed the MTC
representatives to show ex-
actly where in the Compact
the transportation issues
were addressed. “It’s all
through it,” Kirkey said.

“In what way is it ‘all
through it?” Are those words
used? What are you saying?”
Anderson said.

“Ramping up the produc-
tion of housing and aligning it
with job growth over time
would address a lot of the
concerns that you are talking
about,” Kirkey said.
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Other Lamorinda officials
piled on, though with less in-
tensity: Where will the af-
fordable housing units go?
Lamorinda will be a donor to
this project, not a recipient.
Municipalities may have to
raise taxes. When you build
new housing, the benefit goes
to where the jobs are. How
will the Regional Housing En-
terprise, the proposed ad-
ministrative entity, not be a
burden? “Everything is di-
rected at local municipalities.
How about the state policies
and mandates that discourage
growth?” Moraga Vice Mayor
Kymberleigh Korpus said.
“How about reallocating state
spending to handle this?”
Members of the public
called the Compact authori-
tarian, or likened its propos-
als to taxation without repre-
sentation. “The people on
these commissions should be
elected officials, not ap-
pointees,” one speaker said.
As a summary of sorts,
Kirkey said that the people
who worked on the Compact
believed that housing was a
huge problem for the region,

Page: A9

and that it required some
very difficult approaches to
try to change things over
time. The MTC representa-
tives said they would relay
the questions and concerns to
their board.

Anderson suggested that
the three municipalities join
with those in the surrounding
area and hire the advocacy
firm Townsend Public Affairs
to lobby for their needs in
Sacramento. Orinda Council
Member Amy Worth, an MTC
commissioner, also recom-
mended that officials engage
the MTC and ABAG legislative
boards to voice their con-
cerns. “We will have more in-
fluence on this legislation
than bills that were done in-
dependently. And that’s very
real,” Worth said.

Lamorinda mayors and
city managers plan to meet,
and councils will conduct
public sessions, to craft a
written strategy that advo-
cates for the needs of the re-
gion. “Some of these bills you
can’t stop, but we can be very
effective in amending them,”
Worth said.
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Look out Lafayette! We’re being RAILROADED at DEER HILL!

The EIR

History of the Terraces

In 2018 Lafayette voters soundly defeated
Measure L —the 44 Homes at Deer Hill —
and also elected Councilmember Susan
Candell, first overall, in part for her
leadership on the traffic and pollution
impacts of excessive development. Rather
than negotiate a compromise acceptable
to the community, the developer O’Brien
Homes and its law firm, Miller Starr
Regalia, are retaliating against Lafayette
with an extraordinary barrage of bullying
and intimidation meant to force our City
Council to approve 315 Terraces of
Lafayette apartments. The proposed
Terraces would aggravate traffic
overload on the intersections around
Deer Hill Road and Hwy 24; increase air
pollution at Acalanes High School; and
bulldoze a beautiful hillside into
“Terraces” crammed with 15 multi-story
buildings and 657 parking spaces. Email
the City Council at
cityhall@lovelafayette.org and urge them
to watch our backs at Deer Hill.
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An Environmental Impact Report
identifies traffic, air pollution and
other hazards that would result from
development. The 2012 EIR on the
Deer Hill site found multiple severe
and unmitigatable impacts, and the
area has only gotten more congested
and polluted since then. Nevertheless
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O’Brien Homes demands that the City
accept only an “addendum” to the
2012 EIR, thereby avoiding public
review and input. Tell the Council to
safeguard the public and require a
supplemental EIR and public review.
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Susan Candell’s Recusal

Since Susan Candell’s election to the City
Council, O’'Brien Homes has demanded

that she recuse herself from any
involvement with “The Project” —

despite, or because of, Lafayette voters’

clear support for her leadership.

Ultimately Ms Candell did recuse herself,
from an abundance of caution and to
protect our City and her family. Still not
satisfied, O’Brien Homes now demands
her silence even as a private citizen.
Lafayette lets developers cherry-pick
the City Council and stifle dissent with
intimidation tactics, we will lose the
system of volunteer self-governance
that gave us the Lafayette we love. Tell
the Council to protect one another from

bullying and protect Lafayette from
excessive development.
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Help Save Lafayette

Please join your fellow citizens who say
NO to the Terraces and NO to excessive
development anywhere in Lafayette.
Email the City Council at

If cityhall@lovelafayette.org, or find the
original materials online at
lovelafayette.org. Save Lafayette is a
nonprofit group of volunteers reliant on
donated funds. O’Brien Homes can
outspend us by orders of magnitude. If
you’re able to help financially, please send
your check payable to Save Lafayette,
3220 Ronino Way, Lafayette CA 94549.






