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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Achieve divine design by avoiding these five common

decorating don’ts
R

that can feel off, especially if you’re above av-
erage or below average height. I prefer to
hang art in proportion to the furniture piece it
is above (i.e. dresser, sofa, bed, et cetera). The
| size of the art will also make a difference. A

) ’ larger piece will obviously be able to hang

_ 1 ). | ‘ higher than a smaller one. For instance, if it’s
- ; - a sofa or a headboard, start with 5 inches to 8
the bottom of the art. Also take into consider-
ation the height of your ceilings. Lower 8-foot

_ furniture piece versus higher ceilings. I still
l’! prefer to err on the side of hanging the piece

i . inches between the top of the furniture and
| e
p 4 | = ceilings you may want less space between the
lower and closer to the furniture.

g - ] 2) Decorating around something you don’t

' love. I hear it all the time: “I don’t love the
‘i' oriental rug (or whatever) but it was my
- mother’s (or it cost a lot of money) so I kept it.”
_ | The problem with decorating around some-

g thing you don’t love results in a room you
don’t love. And if you read my article last
month you know where I stand on this. It’s
okay to let those pieces go if you do not love
them. Or at least move them to a space that
you use the least. Life is too short to live with
- | items that don’t bring you joy.

3) Choosing color first. Without doubt, color
is the biggest thing I find people get wrong.
Color is not easy and most homeowners can
Photo provided find it challenging to select. A common mis-
take is choosing the wall color first before

Q- e
Make sure the area rug you purchase is the rlght size for the space, hke in tlus home

By Amanda Eck

After being in the design industry for over a
decade and visiting a myriad of client’s homes
there are a few design mistakes I find quite of-
ten. Today I thought Id share five common
decorating mistakes. No judgment here, just

some tips that might be useful to you.

1) Art hung too high. I see this mistake often.

It seems trivial, but even a piece of art hung a
few inches too high can make a whole room
feel “off.” Many like to use the rule of thumb
of hanging art at eye level, but I think even

anything else is in the room. I always tell
clients it is much easier to match a paint color
to a fabric, a rug or art, than it is to match the
fabric, rug or art to your wall color.

... continued on Page D4
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COLDCELL
VLATKA BATHGATE | sanker LUXURY,

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

as L] Linked [T

6 Camino Del
Cielo,
Orinda

Mid Century Modern
with Views.
4 beds /3 baths,
approx. 2,005 sqft

Offered at $1,250,000

66 Heather Ln, N : —
Orinda A

Desirable Glorietta

Charmer
4 beds/ 4 baths,
approx. 3,072 sqft

3 Lucille Way,
Orinda

Entertainer’s Dream
Home
5 beds/3 baths,
approx 2,628 sqft
Price Upon Request

7 El Toyonal,
Orinda

Modern Luxurious
Splendor with Views
4 beds/2.5 baths,
approx 2537 sqft

Offered at $1,495,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported  Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 10 $995,000 $3,848,000
MORAGA 6 $390,000 $2,225,000
ORINDA 10 $1,050,000 $2,525,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

2427 Cherry Hills Drive, $995,000, 4 Bdrms, 1855 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-22-19,
Previous Sale: $825,000, 09-04-15

3366 Kim Road, $3,848,000, 3 Bdrms, 2419 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-15-19,
Previous Sale: $970,000, 03-22-17

697 Los Palos Drive, $2,875,000, 5 Bdrms, 3365 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 02-22-19,
Previous Sale: $410,000, 04-01-91

1455 Purson Lane, $1,135,000, 3 Bdrms, 3378 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 02-22-19,
Previous Sale: $1,015,000, 09-09-16

4 Red Bark Court, $1,705,000, 4 Bdrms, 2906 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 02-21-19

639 Sky Hy Circle, $1,620,000, 6 Bdrms, 3061 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 02-11-19

1055 Silverhill Drive, $1,395,000, 3 Bdrms, 3354 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 02-20-19,
Previous Sale: $695,000, 09-30-99

3318 Stage Coach Drive, $2,075,000, 4 Bdrms, 3384 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 02-12-19

3749 Sundale Road, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1295 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 02-20-19,
Previous Sale: $729,000, 05-22-07

115 Wilderness Lane, $3,365,000, 4 Bdrms, 4284 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 02-22-19,
Previous Sale: $4,195,000, 04-28-15

Moraga

2059 Ascot Drive #109, $390,000, 1 Bdrms, 713 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 02-20-19,
Previous Sale: $265,000, 12-03-14

21 Dickenson Drive, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1591 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 02-19-19

10 Doral Drive, $959,000, 2 Bdrms, 2238 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 02-11-19,
Previous Sale: $372,500, 01-10-01

76 Lynwood Place, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2971 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-15-19,
Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 11-15-16

120 Merion Terrace, $1,205,000, 3 Bdrms, 2725 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 02-20-19,
Previous Sale: $985,000, 02-13-14

1795 Saint Andrews Drive, $1,520,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt,

02-11-19, Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 04-03-18

226 Willowbrook Lane, $2,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 3205 SqFt, 2017
YrBlt, 02-21-19, Previous Sale: $2,057,000, 01-29-18

Orinda

12 Bates Boulevard, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1897 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 02-22-19,
Previous Sale: $930,000, 11-14-13

58 Brookside Road, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 3190 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 02-15-19

3 La Cintilla, $1,249,000, 4 Bdrms, 2442 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 02-21-19

147 Las Vegas Road, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3118 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 02-19-19,
Previous Sale: $1,708,000, 02-15-08

184 Moraga Way, $1,565,000, 3 Bdrms, 2679 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 02-19-19,
Previous Sale: $1,215,000, 06-15-06

14 Oak Road, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2702 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 02-12-19,
Previous Sale: $1,295,000, 08-25-05

151 Ravenhill Road, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2245 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 02-22-19

235 Sundown Terrace, $2,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 3802 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 02-21-19,
Previous Sale: $655,000, 06-01-89

8 Wanflete Court, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1597 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 02-13-19
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999 OAK HILL RD.,, #100

LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.2841400 F: 925.284.1411

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B

BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

0:925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001

('/,//1)//'//(/////' @ i'('//(‘/’//’/"/

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

MATT McLEOD

-
I

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

1211 VACATION DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

TINA FRECHMAN

66 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO

MARY PISCITELLI

1040 BOLLINGER CYN RD., MORAGA CALL AGENT

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617 MATT MCLEOD
1084 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ROAD

TINA FRECHMAN

CALL AGENT 26 N. JACKSON WAY, ALAMO $3,490,000

BRYAN HURLBUT

$1,329,000 DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE

COMING

] sooN!

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

MARY PISCITELLI

925.915.0851 RACHEL DREYER 415.990.1672 925.765.9095

$2,799,000 1 TYLER COURT, DANVILLE $1,729,000 3337 WALNUT LANE LAFAYETTE

$1,649,000
ey

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

925.765.9095 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500  JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053

CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA $1,295,000 1000 ROLLING WOODS WAY, CONCORD $1,035,988

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
F&JRLBUT TEAM

925.464.6500 ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662

$1,600,000 2096 CASA NUESTRA, DIABLO $2,750,000 1186 MORAGA ROAD, MORAGA $1,050,000

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.915.0851 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 PAT AMES 925.330.5849

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

DRE# 01134641

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

m
F

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608




Mortgage Rates
Are Falling

As our Spring real estate market kicks into
high gear potential homebuyers just got an early
treat from the Easter Bunny with a big drop in
interest rates. According to Bankrate.com latest
survey of national mortgage lenders, the 30-year
mortgage rate sank 27 basis points last week to
4.17%, the biggest weekly drop in a decade. The
last time the benchmark 30-year rate was below
this level was Jan. 3, 2018 when it hit 4.1 percent,
according to Bankrate’s historical data. Since last
November mortgage rates have almost dropped
a full percentage point when the benchmark
rate was just short of 5.0%. While the above
rates are national averages local lenders have
recently quoted 30-year fixed rate jumbo loans
at 3.75%, 10/1 ARMs at 3.25% and 7/1 ARMs at
3.125% (all with no points and fees).

This huge drop in rates comes on the heels
of the Federal Reserve announcing last month
to keep rates steady and signaling no more rate
increases for the rest of the year. This welcome
news comes just in time for the Spring market
and a great opportunity to refinance your
current mortgage.

We look forward to hearing from you with
your real estate questions.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS
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Achieve divine design by avoiding
these five common decorating don’ts

L

X

... continued from Page D1

4) Choosing a rug that is too small for the
space. I like to call it Rug Island. You know,
where the rug floats in the center of the room
not touching a single piece of furniture? I
understand that rugs can be a large invest-
ment and many of us have kiddos and prefer
not to spend a lot on a rug so we opt for an
inexpensive 5 X 8 size. A great way to save
on cost is to have a local carpet store make a
rug out of broadloom. For living rooms a
good rule of thumb is to either have all the
furniture pieces on the rug or at least have all
the front legs of the furniture on the rug.

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based Amanda
Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's interior should
be both approachable and well- appointed. She often asserts,

"Beauty is a necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary and
classic design she fashions spaces that are both elegant and
inviting. Her design aesthetic is inspired by anything visual but

especially fashion, architecture and art.

Visit http://amandacarolinteriors.com for more design ideas.

5) Piecemeal decorating. Often
times when I go to a consult the
client is stuck moving forward be-
cause they started to decorate with-
out a plan. Maybe they recently
moved into their new home and
quickly ran out to purchase a sofa
and chairs or ordered a rug online
and realized the color was wrong.
Then they tried to use their existing
coffee table but it now feels too small
for the space. And now they find
themselves struggling to make things
“work.” Decorating piecemeal or
buying things one at a time is the
most difficult way to decorate. Hav-
ing a plan in place with room mea-
surements and fabric swatches will
ensure that less mistakes will be
made. Even if you are unable to
purchase all the items at once, it is
still better to have the plan in place
and purchase as your time and budget al-
lows. This is why clients love our Designer
Day package, because they can hire us to cre-
ate the plan and they are able to execute it
when they are ready.

If you have made one or more of these
mistakes please know that we’ve all been
there! And when in doubt, Google it! There
is a plethora of information at our fingertips
that 15 years ago didn’t exist. I'll leave you
with one of my favorite quotes from designer
Charles Eames: “ The details are not the de-
tails. They make the design.” Until next time
dear friends!




Looking to make your next move? X
We are here to guide you home.

p,t

PADDY KEHOE TEAM

1290 Bear Creek Road

$1,695,000

4 Bed 4 Bath 3,449 SqFt 597 Acres In-Law Unit
1290BearCreek.com

L

1020 Timothy Lane

$1,520,000

4 Bed 3Bath 2,351SqFt 1.26 Acres 3-Car Garage
1020 Timothy.com

The Paddy Kehoe Team

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Claudia Gohler

925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomand@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Dave Schurhoff Mary Staten

9259979569 925.890.6875

dave.schurhoff@compass.com mary.staten@compass.com
& DRE 01834201 DRE 01947354

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, Al material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject
to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed
as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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BY SUMMERHILL HOMES APRIL 13th, 2019

GRAND OPENING —

BELLAVISTA OFFICIALLY OPENS ITS DOORS!
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HOMES TOURS
5 OPEN HOUSES

_ LUNCH by
T III_ J:I 1 HAVANA CUBAN CUISINE
REFRESHMENTS & DESSERTS

231 LOS SANTOS COURT, MORAGA
RAFFLES & PRIZES

RSVP BY APRIL 8th AND ENTER THE
RAFFLE TO WIN CASH GIFT CARDS!
CALL: 888.858.1367 SUMMERHILL HOMES®

EMAIL: BELLAVISTASALES@SHHOMES.COM www.shhomes.com

Event subject to change without prior notice. Quantities limited and available while supplies last. All info is subject to change without notice.
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3bd |2ba | 1762 sgft | .34 ac | $1,265,000

Enjoy this one-level, open floor plan for easy,
everyday living. Conveniently located near the
Village, the Country Club, Lake Cascade, BART/

commute and a short walk to Orinda Woods.
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—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES
CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.



ULTRA HAPPY ON

Upper Happy Ualley .

+2049 Sq Ft, 4 beds, 2 baths, .37 acres

Move into this single level, light filled and darling gem in very desirable Happy Valley and en-
joy all this entire home and incredibly perfect and convenient location has to offer!

1087 Upper Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

Call me for details!

FINDING THE

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates Village Associates
9257088116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897
emily@amyrosesmith.com amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| |a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
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Great MCC home
Open Sunday 1-4

-

111 Merion Terrace, Moraga ' 1161 Larch Avenue, Moréga

e © g

2680+ sgft | 3Br | 2Ba | .17+/- Ac Lot 24.6 Acres with development potential.

Expanded “Inverness” model in Moraga Country Club. Former MTSC Club. Very private!

www.111MerionTer.com . . . . www.1161 Larch Avenue.com . . . .
$1,100,000

ayette 4 Shannon Court, Moraga

3945 sqft | 4 Br | 25Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot 5155 sqft | 5Br | 4.5Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot

Unique property on a very private view lot. Spacious custom home on a large wooded lot.
www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . . . . www.4ShannonCourt.com . . . .
$1,695,000 $1,895,000

MEan ==

ELENAHOOD 925 254-3030

REAL ESTATE GROUP Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

www.Orinda.com Cal BRE 1221247

Q Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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5% OFF

SELECT STORAGE UNITS FOR 2 MONTHS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST LIMITED AVAILABILITY
AL UMITS § X 10 AMD SMALLFR

Enjoy an Orinda style property
at an El Sobrante price!

10% OFF

ALL BOXES

Offered at $949,000 Live in estate-like luxury in this unique, At St
light filled, 2,847 square foot custom = EMFETRENT § 3
Glen Bell built home situated on an ultra-private 1 seean ey
.83 acre wooded lot. : & MR

Better Homes & Gardens - Reliance Partners
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, spacious master

DRE Number: 00802040 bedroom suite, renovated kitchen. i v @m = “j T”A..':PACE

(510) 333-4460 Cell
il @ MV, T 1-ﬂi.|.-|.*

jazzlines@sbcglobal.net Better RELIANCE o ; 3 434 Woregs Bl Sie F
@ HOMES | parTNERs chour webate k on Faceboot  (925) 643-2026

REAL eEsTATE - Ul EbSuT Uncoming Hw": e, SR EPEOE COm

1173 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

5 BEDROOMS | 3.5 BATHROOMS | 4,466 SQ.FT. | 0.77 ACRES

Lovely custom home situated in a serene setting in central
Lafayette, minutes to BART, freeway and shopping. Built in
1990 with vaulted ceilings, crown moldings, recessed lighting,
hardwood floors, bright open floor plan, kitchen/family room
combination, large formal living and dining rooms and huge
master suite with sitting room and luxurious bath. One other
bedroom and bath on main level, then 3 bedrooms and 1
bathroom downstairs with 2nd family room/bonus room. 3-car

COMPASS

Paul & Virginia Ratto garage, wrap-around decking with filtered views and flat lawn
area. Original owners. Call for More Information!

925998.9501

vvarni@pacunion.com Offered at $2,399,000 | 1173brownavenue.com

rattoandratto.com

DRE 00900621 | 01361537




Exciting New Listing!
Exclusively listed by Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton

Chris Swim
925.766.1447

Chris@ChrisSwim.com
www.ChrisSwim.com &
License #00943989

4 Oak Flat Road
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 3,000+ Sq Ft | $1,995,000 | 40akFlat.com

Enjoy amazing views, gorgeous natural light, and privacy from nearly every room Trqcy Keaton

in the house! This beautiful custom-built home is located in a wonderful close in, 025 766 1136

quiet Orinda location. Easily live completely on the main floor enjoying a single level Tracy@TracyKeaton.com
floor plan qnd use the §econd Ievel.os you need it. The gorgeous 0.66+ acre lot www.TracyKeaton.com
showcases incredible views, tranquil privacy, and peaceful garden / patio areas. License #01051349

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to tackle any room
you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitchens.net

Wood-Mode

Fisig CU_,I-l DA CARISLETEY
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian
Won’t you be my neighbor

“Look for helpers. You will always find those who are helping.” — Mister Rogers

L
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Under a redwood tree, acid-loving plants flourish including ferns,
azaleas, camellias, and rhododendrons.

By Cynthia Brian

After sowing seeds of beets, arugula, Swiss chard and leeks, I sat on my
small white wooden bench to watch. Within minutes a black and white
king snake slithered by my foot sending shivers up my spine at the sud-
den surprise yet joy because I know that king snakes keep rattlers
away. A tailless baby lizard scampered to a rock to bask in the sun-
shine, and a chorus of frogs croaked their mating calls, each attempting
to outdo the other. Two moths flitted through the nasturtiums, a swarm
of honeybees gathered on the rosemary, and a clew of worms tilled the

rich soil. A covey of quail called to one another, landing in my chestnut
tree. My vegetable garden was alive with congenial visiting helpers.

For years Fred Rogers modeled the benefits of caring on his award-
winning children’s program, “Mister Rogers Neighborhood.” The root
principle of his teachings was to be a good neighbor and find helpers.
Having friendly, helpful neighbors is good not only for humans but for
plants and animals, too. We are all interdependent on one another for
survival. To fully understand how important buddies are, we need to
look no further than the kingdom of plants.

In gardening, we call this companion planting. Health and yields
are improved when certain plants are grown together. Some plants will
attract beneficial insects while others will repel destructive ones. Cer-
tain flowers, vegetables, and herbs grown together will produce more
beautiful flowers and flavorful edibles than if grown in solitary con-
finement.

When planning your companion garden, for the team to thrive, it is
important to consider these critical requirements. Determine if they
enjoy the same type of soil (sandy, loamy, clay, silty, peaty), light expo-
sure (shade, partial shade, full sun, partial sun), water (how much and
how often), and pest control.

Soil: The ideal garden soil is loam as it is a balanced mixture of
sand, silt, and clay with plenty of humus. To improve our clay soil, we
need to improve the drainage and lighten the heaviness by adding co-
pious amounts of organic matter. A combination of compost, mulch,
and cover crops will enrich the soil, prevent erosion and minimize
weed growth. ... continued on next Page

Dutch |r|s amldst ferns

Photos Cynth1a Brian
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hedges begins its spring leafing.
... continued from Page D12

Light: Record where the sun is dur-
ing different times of the day. Remember
that tall plants will provide shade for
smaller plants that need protection.

Water: Roots need oxygen to sur-
vive. Waterlogged roots rot. Vegetables
require about one inch of water a week,
columbines prefer a moist environment,
while succulents succeed in drier soils.
Determine your own watering personal-
ity then choose compatible plants
accordingly.

Pest Control: One of the most excit-
ing things about companion planting is
how various plants can attract good bugs
and deter the bad ones when surrounded
by their friends. Alliums are terrific com-
pany for almost all plants except aspara-
gus and beans!

When building your garden, think
about building a community of friends.

Roses are jewels of the garden for at
least three seasons, and, as with their
mineral cousins, their beauty is enhanced
when placed in the right setting. Accord-
ing to rose expert Michael Marriott, se-
nior rosarian and technical manager of
David Austin Roses Ltd. in Albrighton,
England, roses are beautifully suited to
mixed garden borders. The trick to com-
bining roses successfully with other gar-
den plants lies in knowing which will
play well together. Although we don’t
normally plant roses with our vegetables,
rose petals are edible. Gathered early in
the morning, they make a tasty topping
for salads and soups.

... continued on Page D14

A formal pruned rose garden with companion boxwood
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Favorite Blue Perennials:
Lavender

Blue Eyed Grass
Monkshood

Aster

Bellflower
Cornflower
Delphinium

Sea holly
Geranium

Salvia

Pincushion flower
Veronica

Viola

Favorite Other Colored
Perennials:
Agastache
Candytuft
Chamomile
Columbine
Penstemon
Black-eyed Susan
Sedum

Verbena

Favorite Biennial
Foxglove

Favorite Annuals
Cosmos

Nicotiana

Nigella

Poppy

Sweet pea
Favorite Hedge
Boxwoods

J\ MICHELLE
ul HOLCENBERG

I'VE SOLD 100'S OF

HOMES IN THE AREA

LET ME HELP YOU PREPARE AND
MARKET YOUR PROPERTY TO GET
IT SOLD FOR TOP DOLLARIN 2019

www.holcenberg.com

il

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

BAMNKER O

©2018 Coldvel Barker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is  registered trademark icensed to Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equial Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affated with Coldviell Banker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldvwel Banker Residentixal Brokerage or:NRT LLC: CalBRE License #01908304
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... continued from Page D13

The best partners, he says, bloom exactly together or closely overlap. “The
joy is in pairing flowers that play off one another when seen side by side in
full bloom. The goal is to heighten peak bloom experiences. Extending the
bloom season is a different exercise.

Here is a short list of his recommended rose partners.

When it comes to vegetable companions, we have a long list of allies and
enemies. General rules advise avoiding planting in long rows or big patches
to deter the pests. Instead, interplant with flowers and herbs to confuse the
predators and attract the beneficials.

Marigolds are the workhorse of any vegetable planting as they
discourage beetles and nematodes. The presence of calendula in any garden
is a plus repelling nasty insects while the roots clean the soil by establishing
active relationships with soil-borne fungi. Nasturtium, chives and garlic
keep away aphids. Dill improves growth and flavor in all plants of the
cabbage family including kale while mint will deter ants and cabbage moth
and improve the flavor of peas. However, dill will retard the growth of your
carrots. Parsley, carrots and parsnip attract praying mantis, ladybugs and
spiders that dine on pests. Beans, peas and clover make nitrogen that enrich
the soil.

Never plant corn and tomatoes near one another as the identical worm
attacks both. If you want potatoes, plant horseradish in the four corners as
protection and refrain from including squash, cucumbers or sunflowers in
the same location as they all suffer from the same blight. If you are growing
strawberries, prevent worms by creating a border of thyme and strengthen e WiE
resistance to disease and insects with borage. Oregano provides general pest Blue-Eyed Grass is a native nectar plant for
protection while basil ward offs flies and mosquitoes while improving (no the Mission blue butterfly and a great
surprise) the flavor and growth of tomatoes.

Before you start your spring planting, consider
the community you will be creating. The rains are
continuing, the crabapples are blooming, and the
willow buds are set to burst.

Fred Rogers said that maybe heaven is the
connections we make while on earth. In gardening
as in life, it takes a village.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

u

companion for roses, clematis, and New
Zealand flax.

California King snake enjoys living in Cynthia’s
vegetable garden.

-

Candytuft is a great border plant. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Cynthia Brian takes a break by the sea.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards
of Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor,
radio personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as
the Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel®
501 c3.

Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

Donate to Fire Disaster Relief via Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3
at www.BethestarYouAre.org
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Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts * Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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T
1 New Listing! " r
13 Estates Drive 115 El Toyonal 76 La Cuesta Road 16 Dos Posos
First time on Market since 1969! Dual  Charming 3 Bed/2 Bath home with Ease of one-level living. Abundance Sunny, light-filled living! Updated
pane windows, large level lot, chefs modern kitchen and adjoining  ©of windows, ideal location! Close to 4 Bed/3 Bath with wrap-around
eucalyptus floors, updated baths. family room. Private gardens, views ~ BART & shopping. balcony and stunning views.
iews!
Views| $995,000 $1,250,000 $1,265,000 $1,395,000
ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA
! ; . _— o, - .

491 Moraga Way 66 Hacienda Circle 153 El Toyonal 147 Camino Don Miguel
Turn-key 4 Bed/3 Bath home fully Contemporary gem! Remodeled 4 Perfect close-in location! Delightful ~ Authentic old Orinda Spanish on
remodeled. Large open kitchen, Bed/ 2 Bath single level home on .55 home with high ceilings, abundance  special OCC view knoll. 3223 sq.ft. of
expansive patio, great location! acre lot. of light and separate access. charming living spaces
$1,395,000 $1,495,000 $1,675,000 $1,695,000
ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA LAFAYETTE

424 Cammo Sobrante 11 Gardiner Court 13 Gardiner Court 1982 Reliez Valley Road

Lovely two level 4 Bed/3.5 Bath Super stylish and very livable 4 Meticulously designed 6 Bed/4.5 Extraordinary custom-built dream
home combines flexible and usuable Bed/3.5 Bath home of incredible Bath craftsman home incredible —home of the highest quality on 1.12
living spaces throughout 3259 Sq ft. design integrity inside and outside. views from every room, resort-like 3¢ Stunning pool, spa, & gardens.

$1,995,000 $2,595,000 pool & spa. $3,750,000 $3,250,000
MORAGA CLAYTON CLAYTON

‘-.:“ New Listing!

259 Lakefleld Place 44 N Jackson Way 5679 Pine Hollow Road 5669 Pine Hollow Road

Open and spacious, light and Traditional 4 Bed + Office/3.5 Bath  New! Only 2 Left! Beautiful New New! Only 2 Left! Beautiful New

bright, incredible 5 Bedrooms/ 4.5 w/ hdwd floors, Viking Range, Construction Single Story Homes w/  Construction Single Story Homes w/

Bath Moraga estate on 1.72 acres. Granite, Subway tile, Butlers pantry, 4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots 4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots
$1,895,000 o©n 47 acre. $1,899,000 $1,175,000 $1,210,000

gfacebook-com/“”ageAssodates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
twitter.com/villageassoc

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens |l
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





