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5G — It’s coming, like i1t or not

What are “Small Cells"7?
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Council members study a slide at a presentation on 5G at the April 8 city

council meeting.
By Pippa Fisher

The next generation of wireless is ar-
riving in California and there is very
little local government can do about it,
thanks to Federal Communication
Commission orders and federal laws
that place procedural and substantive
limitations on local authorities.
Lafayette city council members ex-
pressed concern over their lack of
control, but rolled up their sleeves to
make whatever modifications they
could to deal with the situation at
their April 8 meeting.

The city council spent several

hours listening to a report from Best,
Best and Krieger lawyer Gail Karish
and discussing their options for the
rollout of 5G or next generation wire-
less in Lafayette. They were under the
gun to adopt an emergency ordinance
before April 15 in order to retain some
say in aesthetics, the only area left for
the council with any room for
manoeuver.

Karish, who works entirely on
telecommunication issues with local
governments, gave a presentation on
what the council can and cannot
weigh in on when these new wireless
facilities, which are to be placed in
public rights-of-way, arrive.

This small cell technology differs
from previous facilities, which were
often placed on high towers located
more remotely, in that they are typi-
cally smaller and cover only a short
area, necessitating the need for many
more antennas closer to users.

On private roads, while not ex-
empt from the FCC order where an
easement exists, such antennas would
be easier to deny noted Karish.

They are being introduced as a
way to upgrade the wireless network,
speeding up downloads and support-
ing technology beyond just cell phone
use to enable such things as auto-
driving cars.

Karish reminded the council and
those in attendance that the FCC is the
sole authority setting safety standards
for radio frequency exposure.

Questions came at Karish from all
council members. Vice Mayor Mike
Anderson sought assurance that they
would be able to change Lafayette’s
ordinance should litigation elsewhere
be successful, which Karish gave.

Council Member Steven Bliss
asked if the spacing of poles could be
changed under the guise of “aesthet-
ics.” Karish agreed it could but
pointed out that aesthetics are by na-
ture subjective. “It has to be ‘reason-
able’ and based on substantial evi-
dence,” she said.

Council Member Teresa Gerringer
brought up the question of testing and
whether they could demand it be
done more frequently than every
three years. Karish said that they
couldn’t force the carriers to do it but
that they could do it themselves.

The council took public comment
from five people, several of whom
were members of the group East Bay
Neighborhoods for Responsible Tech-

nology. All were very concerned about
the health implication of 5G, but un-
derstanding that safety of RF’s was not
on the table, they argued for creative
ways to push back. Jodie Nelson, a
Walnut Creek resident urged the
council to look at the Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements and its
impact.

Lafayette resident and Environ-
mental Task Force Member Nancy Hu
urged the council to look at spacing
out poles and keeping antennas away
from schools and residential areas
and Lafayette resident Katelyn Mc-
Cormack suggested the council avoid
so-called “stealth” design (when an-
tennas are camouflaged and hidden)
saying people need to know that they
are there.

With modifications of some condi-
tions as prepared in the staff version in
the areas of minimum pole spacing,
making reviews annually and language
around ADA, the council unanimously
adopted the urgency ordinance and the
resolution as amended. They voted
unanimously to continue the matter of
the traditional ordinance to June 24
with Council Member Susan Candell
and Anderson forming a subcommittee
to work with the BBK attorney in the
meantime.

Mayor Cam Burks said after the
meeting that he was proud of the coun-
cil for its detailed and thoughtful
deliberations.

“While we had to do the best we
could on Monday night with the ‘ur-
gency’ actions (based on the FCC's
deadline of April 15), I can tell you that
this isn't the last of the 5G debate,” said
Burks. “We intend to deliberate in the
same vigorous manner when the pri-
mary ordinance returns for introduc-
tion in June.”

Lafayette Earth Day Festival focuses on sustamable youth

By Pippa Fisher

The 14th Annual Earth Day Fes-
tival will be taking place from

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, April
28 along Golden Gate Way be-
hind the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center. This year’s
theme is “Taking Action.”

Hosted by the City of
Lafayette and the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce along
with local nonprofit Sustainable
Lafayette, the festival will

Can You Afford the Luxury
of Early Retirement?

Find out if your retirement pIan is on track.

We include Free Retirement Planning for
all of our clients.

Call Us Today

CAPITAL

ADVANTAGE
v

Financial Advisors for over 35 years in Lamorinda
100% Fee-Only | Free Retirement Planning
3470 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite A215 - Lafayette, CA 94549
025.299.1500 + wwWw.capitaladvantage.com

Please see important disclosure information at www.capitaladvantage.com/disclosure

Earth Day Festival 2018

showcase local groups and ex-
hibitors aiming to inspire and
create awareness to help make
the local community more sus-
tainable and offer opportunities
for involvement.

The event this year plans to
prominently feature youth
groups.

As in previous years, Lam-
orinda 4-H will have a petting
zoo featuring their livestock
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projects. Fifth-grader Julian
Jackl of Burton Valley Elemen-
tary will showcase the school’s
new reusable utensil program
(see related story on Page A3),
and a number of local Girl
Scout troops will display and
demonstrate projects including
how to make reusable lunch
bags and how to help monarch
butterflies by planting milk-
weed. ... continued on Page A3
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City Council

Monday, April 22, 6:15 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings

Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, April 17, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission

Monday, May 6, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review

Monday, April 22, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,

3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, May 22, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us





