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Concert at the Res one of several fun events planned this month
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The Acalanes High School Jazz Ensemble rehearses for the
upcoming Concert at the Res under the direction of Lauren

Gibson (right).
By John T. Miller

The 25th annual Concert at
the Res, put on by the
Lafayette Rotary Club, will
take place on Saturday, May

11 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
the outdoor stage at the
Lafayette Reservoir.

Lafayette Rotarian Dick
Holt conceived of the event
over 25 years ago to provide a
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showcase for local school
music programs while also
raising money to support
their efforts.

While admission to the
event is free, the annual con-
cert is currently raising about
$20,000 a year, thanks to the
efforts of Holt and his other
Rotarians. Holt says, “Half of
the money raised goes di-
rectly to support the local
school music programs in the
public schools and the other
half goes to Rotary-sponsored
programs such as Meals on
Wheels, Trust in Education,
and Rotary Scholarships.”

Participants in the pro-
gram include Stanley Middle
School, Acalanes High School,
the Rossmoor Big Band and
Roosevelt Middle School from
Oakland, and, in recent years,
it has expanded to include
young dancers and singers
from the Lafayette Town Hall
Education and the Perform-
ing Academy.

The Stanley Middle
School Jazz Messengers, un-
der the direction of local leg-
end Bob Athayde, were re-
cently named one of the top
five middle school bands in
the United States. In addition,
eighth-grader Walter Serwin
won first prize in the nation
for an arrangement he com-
posed for a saxophone
quintet.

Athayde says, “This [con-
cert] is a fun activity for us

and a chance for students to
give back to the community.
Playing music to make people
happy reminds us that musi-
cians are servants of the peo-
ple, just like in Mozart's
time.”

Lauren Gibson, in her
first year at Acalanes High
School after taking over for
longtime director Norm Deas,
will bring her Jazz Ensemble
— fresh off a performance at
the University of Nevada at
Reno Jazz Festival.

Lafayette Rotarian Mo
Levich has directed the Ross-
moor Big Band for the last 20
years. Holt calls him “instru-
mental in the local music
scene.”

The event will open with
a musical fanfare with brass
players from Acalanes, Stan-
ley and Rossmoor, and will
feature former mayor Don
Tatzin as one of the brass
members.

John Coleman, president
of the East Bay Municipal
Utility District board of direc-
tors, and Lafayette Mayor
Mike Anderson, will speak at
the event. Holt credits Cole-
man as being “extremely sup-
portive of our efforts.”

In addition to donations
from Rotary members, major
donors include Diablo Foods,
Cortese Investments, Lamor-
inda Weekly, Lafayette Cham-
ber of Concert, and many
more. “A lot of people and or-

ganizations step up and write
big checks,” says Holt. “We've
bought a lot of trombones and
drum sets and many other
items for our local music
programs.”

Raffle tickets, with prizes
such as weekend getaways
and other worthwhile win-
nings, will also be sold by Ro-
tarians and Chamber of Com-
merce members to raise
funds. Prizes have been do-
nated by local corporations
and individual donors.

The outdoor stage was
built and funded by the
Lafayette Rotary Club with
help from the Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation and indi-
vidual donors. Shortly after
completion, the stage was
dedicated and deeded to
EBMUD to be operated by
them for the use and enjoy-
ment of the entire
community.

In addition to the enter-
tainment, food and drinks
will be available for purchase,
and chairs and shade tenting
will be provided in a perfect
picnic setting on the lawn.

Golf cart shuttles will be
available to and from the
parking lot to the stage area
for those who desire it, and
public restrooms and a chil-
dren's play area are nearby.
Parking is available for $7 all
day or at metered parking.
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Other commumty events planned in May

Moraga Community Faire, May 11
The 2019 Moraga Community
Faire and Car Show will be held
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
May 11 at the Town’s Rheem Valley

Shopping Center - offering a

wonderful opportunity for a family
fun day! While a free event, there is
a $5 charge for unlimited Kid’s
Zone activities include pony rides,
bounce house and mazes, Bot Bash

Party and Bay Area Ball Players. . [
There will be food trucks, live | a4 A | {
music, wine and beer, and over 70 j

classic cars and booths to meet . 2 e _

local artists, business and m;. 1; LL J' e |
organizations. The booths and C o
activities will be in the parking lot in front of CVS. Ride your bike and get free valet parking.
The Moraga Community Faire and Car Show is organized and sponsored by the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce. For more information, visit www.moragachamber.org/faire.

Orinda Restaurant Tour, May 7 (see story Page B8)
Taste of Lafayette, May 14 (see story Page A3)

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

Another group graduates from the
Citizens’ Police Academy
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Participants of the spring session pose with the police chief, crime
prevention commissioners and the city council April 22.

... continued from Page A2 phoma society, explaining that
the police department is part-
nering with the society in
honor of LPD Officer Neil
Black’s wife who almost lost
her life to cancer two and a half
years ago. The annual Police
Motorcycle Competition will

raise funds for the society later
this year.

Residents over 21 years of
age who wish to take part in the
academy should go online for
further details on the fall ses-
sion, which is enrolling
currently.

and to let them see behind the
scenes what we do at the police
department,” the chief said.

Alldritt expressed gratitude
for the $250 check in his name
to the Leukemia and Lym-

Info: Visit www.lovelafayette.org, click on City Hall, then City Departments, Police and
Citizens’ Police Academy.
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