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Thinking of Selling a Home?

This spring has been profitable for most sellers and
there’s still time for savvy owners to take advantage
of the favorable (but changing) market conditions.
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED
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Want to know what your home is worth?

Call Frank for an Opinion of Value on your home.

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Wilder things: sidewalks, parking,
and an easement

By Sora O'Doherty

Decades in the planning, the
development at Wilder is fi-
nally coming to life, but it
isn’t without glitches, leaving
residents frustrated and the
Orinda City Council scram-
bling for fixes. At a well-
attended April 23 city council
meeting, the council dealt
with three of the most press-
ing issues: access to the Art
and Garden Center, parking
enforcement and sidewalk
completion.

The error that led to the
Art and Garden Center being
moved from a public street to
a private street, with no pro-
vision made for public access
to the rear of the building, is
now being described as “an
administrative oversight.”
The council corrected the sit-
uation by accepting the grant
by the developer, OGLLC, of
an easement over that por-
tion of Bigleaf Road that
leads from Wilder Road to
Paintbrush Lane, which in-
cludes access to two mail
kiosks and the rear entrance
of the center. In return, the

city will contribute to the
maintenance of the road, but
the Wilder Homeowners As-
sociation will control the ac-
tual maintenance work. This
led to protests from Wilder
residents present, who ar-
gued that the city also needs
to accept liability for the
stretch of road. The ease-
ment will give the public ac-
cess to the rear of the center,
where a broad driveway will
allow for dropping off sup-
plies for events, as well as for
disabled visitors who might
have difficulty navigating the
long ADA-compliant walkway
up from the parking lot be-
side the play fields.

Currently there is ap-
proval for six parking spaces
to the rear of the center, but
the city also has plans for a
larger, 26-space lot. Wilder
residents have said that the
presence of the six parking
spaces will result in hun-
dreds of cars driving up
Bigleaf Road to see if they
can nab one of the spaces.
The city agreed to limit use of
the spaces to events at the
center and not for use by
those using the play fields.

Residents described
egregious driving and park-
ing behavior around the play
fields, including people
parking in the spots allotted
for Wilder residents to pick
up their mail from the mail
kiosk near Paintbrush Lane
and sitting atop their vehi-
cles to watch the game on
play field four. Sometimes,
according to residents, this
involves a “tailgate” picnic,
with trash being left behind.

Bruce Yamamoto, a rep-
resentative of OGLLC and a
member of the Wilder HOA,
wrote to Director of Public
Works and Engineering
Larry Theis to ask for city
help with the parking and
traffic problems. His letter
states that “the general pub-
lic continues to create safety
and traffic congestion issues
by blocking traffic along
Wilder Road as well as dam-
aging adjacent landscaped
areas.” He added, “These is-
sues were observed even
when the designated public
parking lot at Wilder Park
was not full.”
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At last, redwood trees
removed from Orinda

mini park
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Workers remove redwood trees from beneath high voltage lines.

By Sora O’Doherty

A number of redwood trees
that have been worrying PG&E
owing to their placement di-
rectly under the high voltage
power lines behind Theatre
Square were removed during
the week of April 15 by a crew
from A Plus Tree. The trees
had been slated for removal

for some time, and the city has
plans to relandscape the mini
park with plants that will pre-
sent less of a fire danger.

Cesar Hernandez, A Plus
Tree crew chief, said that in
the past the company has been
the subject of negative atten-
tion when removing trees,
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Orinda | $1,850,000
5br/3.5ba w/level yard, views. Near Glorietta Elementary, commute corridor.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

Lafayette | $2,200,000
Breathtaking views and an escape from the ordinary in this exquisitely beautiful 5br/3.5ba Lafayette home in a small, gated community.

Lisa Hoctor 925.698.5752
lisa.hoctor@camoves.com | CalRE#01300193

vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE#01390784

Orinda | $1,175,000
4br/2.5ba home on a flat lot w/circular driveway and pastoral backyard.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE#01390784
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YOUR HOME CAN BE A

SUPERSTAR!

Don't miss this chance to showcase your home on the hottest real estate show
around. At Home in Northern California is a weekly Coldwell Banker® TV program
featuring fabulous local properties for sale.

Check it out on Sundays at 4 pm on ABC7.

Find out how to shine a spotlight on your home. Contact your local
Coldwell Banker office today for details.
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COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
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