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Participants cross the finish line at the April 23 Special Olympics event at Acalanes High School.
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Community gathers to cheer Special Olympics student-athletes

By Jon Kingdon

school.”

The athletes competed in track and field events. There were wheel chair

Even with a small group of people, it’s almost impossible to come together with
a single opinion about any one issue. On April 23, there was a gathering of ath-
letes, fans, coaches, volunteers and family members that came together with a
unanimous opinion on one issue: The Special Olympics Northern California
Contra Costa Schools Partnership Area Games was an event that was both enter-
taining and inspiring.

For the sixth straight year, Acalanes High School was the host for these
games. It was an appropriately sunny day for the special education student-
athletes who came from elementary schools up to post-high school transition
schools.

Keiko Arzouman, the area manager for the Schools Partnership Program,

oversees over 100 events for schools in Northern California throughout the year:

“The interschool programs provide the special needs students with an opportu-
nity for sports that they normally would not otherwise have during the school
day. There are over 35 classes from all over Contra Costa County, bringing in
over 600 athletes. Acalanes is one of our bigger events. The school very gener-
ously provides everything for free. Besides the use of their facilities and provid-

races, 50- and 100-meter runs, relay races and a mile run. The field events en-
tailed throwing the turbo javelin, softball and tennis ball throws and the stand-
ing long jump.

Under the tutelage of Acalanes Leadership Teacher Katherine Walton, se-
niors Nick Bettencourt and Audrey Glosson led the coordination of the event
with the over 100 volunteers from Acalanes. Bettencourt explained how it all
developed: “In my leadership class, I was on the community outreach committee
which entailed the Special Olympics and Audrey and I decided to spearhead and
run the whole event.”

Bettencourt and Glosson arrived at 6 a.m. and did not leave until the end of
the school day though their efforts began long before the event. Working closely
with Sheri Roberti, the coordinator of the Special Olympics Schools Partnership
Program, Glosson said meetings began a few months ago and they worked on
registering the 60 different schools that came in from Northern California. “We
had parents who volunteered and also had 110 student volunteers that allowed
us to make this event happen. The students signed up for certain time slots and
Miss Walton let the teachers know which period the students would be working

ing snack bags for the athletes, there are over 100 volunteers from the high
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Town takes safety measures regarding new Rheem sinkhole

By Vera Kochan

During a special session of the
town council, held prior to the
regularly scheduled meeting
on April 24, the council mem-
bers voted unanimously to
approve a resolution autho-
rizing the appropriation of
$80,000 from the General
Fund Reserve to Department
730 Storm Drain Maintenance.
This authorization provides
the initial technical support
necessary to protect improve-
ments to Moraga’s storm drain
infrastructure and ensure the
health and safety of its
citizens.
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According to the staff re-
port, the town was notified of
a depression in a landscape
planter near a streetlight pole
on March 26 at the Rheem
Boulevard and Center Street
intersection. Concerns arose
about potential problems af-
fecting the town’s storm drain
system that runs approxi-
mately 25-feet below.

The property owners were
advised by the town to take
precautions to avoid the risk
of health and safety hazards,
including draining the 500-
gallon underground oil tank
on the Moraga Star gas station
property to prevent possible

Bringing
classical
music to the
community
with Pop-up
Bach events -
Page B1

seepage into Laguna Creek
which flows through the storm
drain culvert; removing the
nearby streetlight pole to pre-
vent it from potentially falling
and injuring someone; and se-
curing the surrounding area
to prevent passersby from
getting too close to the site.
Almost 10 days later the
depression appeared to be a
minor concern compared to
an approximately 2-foot by 5-
foot sinkhole that appeared on
the property adjacent to the
initial issue. Based on an in-
spection, it was determined
that water, dirt and debris are
entering into the corrugated

metal pipe, below the prop-
erty, that extends roughly 500-
feet under the Rheem Shop-
ping Center.

The town has kept regular
contact with the property
owners by stressing the ur-
gency of the situation and of-
fering technical support to-
ward repairs keeping in line
with those made during the
2017 sinkhole restoration
process just across the street.

The Rheem Shopping
Center property owner’s con-
tractor inspected the culvert
on April 19, along with their
engineering team, only to dis-
cover that approximately 20

feet of CMP under the sinkhole
had been crushed. Reaching
the same conclusion as the
town, the contractor agreed
that the voids in the pipe
should be filled and the pipe
should be lined.

Three days later, the
property owners shored up
the 20-foot section of crushed
pipe to prevent a collapse.

Inspectors recommend a
prephase to relieve pressure
on top of the crushed pipe by
excavating the soil above. The
shape of the pipe must be re-
stored and reinforced before
filling any voids and lining the
pipe. ... continued on Page A4
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Clearing the confusion around teen drug use

By Pippa Fisher

What are the roles, responsi-
bilities, rules and consequences
surrounding underage sub-
stance use? For many parents
of teens there is much confu-
sion about the roles played by
police and schools. The Alcohol
Drug Abuse Prevention Team
of Lamorinda is hosting an
evening of education from 7 to
8:30 p.m. May 7 in the Don
Tatzin Community Center at the
Lafayette Library and Learning
Center to address these ques-
tions and others.

The discussion focusing on
how parents, schools and law
enforcement can partner to-
gether to reduce underage sub-

stance use and keep kids safe,
will be facilitated by a panel of
experts in the field including
those from Lamorinda police
and the Acalanes Union High
School District.

Additionally the Drug En-
forcement Administration will
be presenting a real-life teen
bedroom scenario - parents
will be invited to see what can
be “hidden in plain sight,” as
they search for the prehidden
drug paraphernalia and signs
of risky behavior, often over-
looked by parents.

ADAPT Lamorinda Pro-
gram Director Jaime Rich says
that this event will provide a
unique opportunity for com-
munity members to hear from

representatives of the two main
local entities — law enforcement
and schools - that touch young
people when it comes to alco-
hol and other drugs.

“Local parents have ex-
pressed confusion over conse-
quences for our teens when it
comes to offenses that involve
alcohol and other drugs. We
will outline what these conse-
quences are when it comes to
schools and the greater Lamor-
inda community. How do law
enforcement and the schools
intersect and when don't they?”
says Rich, adding, “We will also

share information on the roles
of parents in this realm.”

Rich says DEA representa-
tives will also be sharing what
they are seeing locally and
beyond.

Quoting from the Califor-
nia Healthy Kids Survey, Rich
says that 25 percent of 11th
graders report currently using
electronic cigarette or vaping
devices, which she explains is a
two-fold increase from the last
CHKS data.

“Most of that use is report-
edly for marijuana or THC,”
says Rich. “Thirty-four percent

of 11th-graders report having
consumed alcohol in the past
30 days (above the state aver-
age); 27 percent of 11th-graders
report having used marijuana
in the past 30 days; 23 percent
of 11th-graders think there is
no harm in smoking marijuana
occasionally; 36 percent of
ninth-graders and 48 percent of
11th-graders report that it is
very easy to obtain alcohol.”
She also noted that 24 percent
of ninth-graders and 49 percent
of 11th-graders think it is very
easy to obtain marijuana.

Those planning on attending the free event should reserve their place by going to
www.eventbrite.com/e/we-are-all-in-this-together-a-lamorinda-town-hall-tickets-60222437933.

Mike Anderson takes over as mayor
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By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette City Council
voted unanimously to appoint
Mike Anderson as mayor and
Susan Candell as vice mayor
effective immediately at its
April 22 meeting.

Former Mayor Cam Burks
stepped down from the posi-
tion on April 20, citing work
and family reasons. He has just
taken a new career opportu-
nity and said in his announce-
ment April 8 that he would no
longer have the time to commit
to the position 100-plus per-
cent. He intends to remain on
the council for the remainder
of his term, which ends in
2020.

Anderson is no stranger to
the position of mayor, having
served three rounds in that ca-
pacity: 2007-08, 2012-13, and
2016-17. He was first elected in
2005. Anderson’s current term
ends in 2020.

Vice Mayor Susan Candell
is serving her first term on the
council. She was elected in
2018. Her term expires in 2022.

Kurt Piper Group

(s

40 Woodford Drive, Moraga

After

Before
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Let the Kurt Piper Group execute a tailored-made plan for updating and staging
your home to receive top-dollar in this robust market.

Another group
graduates from the
Citizens’ Police Academy

Photo Pippa Fisher

Participants of the most recent Citizens' Police Academy presented
the chief with a check for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

By Pippa Fisher

The spring session of the Citi-
zens’ Police Academy ended
with a graduation during the
April 22 Lafayette City Coun-
cil meeting. And as a surprise
gesture of thanks and appre-
ciation, the class presented
the police chief with a check
for the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society in his honor.
Lafayette Police Chief Ben
Alldritt officiated over the
graduation for this group, his
second academy since he took
over as chief just over a year
ago.
The Citizens’ Police Acad-
emy is an opportunity for
residents to learn how the
police department functions.
Participants attend six
evening sessions, plus a Sat-
urday session on the gun
range and cover a wide array
of topics, including criminal
justice, traffic operations, in-
vestigations, use of force, a
tour of a crime lab and a jail
tour. All get to drive a police
car, fire a gun and complete a
four-hour ride-a-long with an
officer. It does not certify

participants as police officers.

Alldritt explained that
this session comprised a
broad spectrum of residents
including working and re-
tired professionals, and peo-
ple who have worked in
emergency preparedness, as
well as one resident who had
told Alldritt that he was there
because he had recently re-
tired and his wife signed him
up.

Alldritt thanked crime
prevention commissioners
Denise Brown and Judie Pe-
terson who, together with Po-
lice Community Services Offi-
cer Cathy Surges-Moscato, he
said, make the academy hap-
pen. He explained that he
values the academy as a
chance to educate, share and
receive feedback.

“For me and for our staff
it’s always just a great oppor-
tunity for us to engage with
folks from our community
that have an interest in a va-
riety of topics — law enforce-
ment, emergency prepared-
ness and crime prevention —

... continued on Page A10
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City Council

Monday, May 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings

Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, May 1, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission
Monday, May 6, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Design Review

Monday, May 13, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, May 22, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
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Taste of Lafayette — a
strolling, community

—= 1| I}

By Pippa Fisher

It is almost time for
Lafayette’s favorite dinner
party — Taste of Lafayette —
and all are welcome. This
year the event will take place
on Tuesday, May 14 starting
at 5:30 p.m. as tasters gather
for appetizers, a glass of wine
and music at popup art
gallery JPG@TheBank on the
corner of Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard and Moraga Road.

Taste of Lafayette is now
in its 17th year and has be-
come one of Lafayette’s most
popular evenings. Tickets for
the events, hosted by the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce, have sold out early in
previous years.

The “party” is more of a
stroll, in fact, as residents
gather with friends and
neighbors to meander, sam-
pling tastes from over two-
dozen participating restau-
rants along “restaurant row.”

Restaurant-goers move at
their own pace, stopping at
any or all of the participating
restaurants until 8 p.m. A free
shuttle bus will be available if
needed.

Coffee and dessert will be
served back at the popup
gallery from 7 p.m., and at
7:45 p.m. the raffle, benefiting
the Lafayette Community

dinner party

Photo provided

Foundation, will be drawn.
Musical entertainment will
feature the Gold Coast Cham-
ber Players’ latest venture
Pop-up Bach - described as
“chamber music experience
in unexpected places,” fea-
turing the Little Stars Trio.

“It’s that one spring night
where the sidewalks of
Lafayette are filled with hun-
dreds of smiling people,
everyone enjoying conversa-
tion with friends and neigh-
bors, while tasting signature
dishes,” says Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive
Director Jay Lifson.

And there should be
plenty of choice for every
palate. This year participants
include Amarin Thai, Am-
phora Nueva, Barranco
Cocina Peruana, Batch &
Brine, BevMo!, Chelini Fresh
Pasta Works (at Back to the
Table), Chow Lafayette, The
Cooperage American Grille,
Diablo Foods, izzyA’s Frozen
Custard, The Hideout Kitchen,
Lafayette Bistro at the Park,
Locanda Positano, Mangia
Ristorante & Pizzeria, Metro
Lafayette, Patxi’s Pizza, Philz
Coffee, Pizza Antica, Postino,
Rancho Cantina, REVE Bistro,
Sideboard Neighborhood
Kitchen & Coffee Bar, Solano
Jewelry, SusieCakes, Urban
Remedy, Uncle Yu’s, and
Zoonie’s.

Tickets while available may be purchased on the Chamber
website at https://lafayettechamber.org/taste/ for $55 each.
Taste of Lafayette “passports” may be picked up from the
Chamber offices during office hours between May 9 through
May 13, or on the evening of the event at JPG@TheBank.

Earth Day in Lafayette
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The 4H petting zoo is always popular at Lafayette's Earth Day

Festival

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

925 376 1777
k.katzman@pacunion.com
DRE # 00875484

SOME OF MY CLOSED SALES

* 1NORTH LANE + 10 WOODFORD DRIVE + 100 DAVID DRIVE « 1012 LARCH AVENUE*** « 1018 RIVER ROCK LANE** « 1024 LARCH AVENUE
+ 1025 ALTA MESA DRIVE « 1027 LARCH AVENUE + 1043 CAMINO PABLO « 1056 LARCH AVENUE + 1068 BAITX DRIVE « 107 NATALIE DRIVE
+ 1072 COUNTRY CLUB + 1076 SANDERS DRIVE* « 1079 SANDERS DRIVE + 108 FAIRFIELD PLACE + 108 WALFORD DRIVE
+ 1080 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE * 1090 LARCH AVENUE* + 1092 MAYWOOD LANE + 1099 SANDERS DRIVE * 11 KETELSEN COURT
* 11 SAGE COURT - 1103 LARCHE AVENUE -« 111 ARDITH DRIVE « 1116 OAKMONT DRIVE** » 1116 SANDERS DRIVE « 1124 SANDERS DRIVE
+ 115 FIRESTONE DRIVE + 1160 LARCH AVENUE « 1161 ALTA MESA DRIVE * 1164 LARCH AVENUE - 139 PASEO DEL RIO « 1177 MERION TERRACE
+ 1180 CEDARWOOD DRIVE « 120 VIA JOAQUIN « 1203 RIMER DRIVE * 1204 LARCH AVENUE + 1217 RIMER DRIVE « 1218 RIMER DRIVE
* 122 FAIRFIELD PLACE = 1223 LARCH AVENUE - 1224 RIMER DRIVE** » 1229 RIMER DRIVE « 1235 LARCH AVENUE - 1236 RIMER DRIVE**

* 1248 LARCH AVENUE -+ 1295 RIMER DRIVE « 13 DONALD DRIVE + 1301 GOLDEN RAIN ROAD -+ 132 WHITETHORNE DRIVE
* 133 DARTMOUTH PLACE « 133 SHUEY DRIVE** « 133 WESTCHESTER STREET - 1348 NAVELLIER STREET * 135 CYPRESS POINT WAY
139 PASEO DEL RIO * 14 HAMMOND PLACE * 140 OXFORD DRIVE * 1403 CAMINO PERAL * 1405 CAMINO PERAL 1409 CAMINO PERAL
* 1411 CAMINO PERAL + 1416 CAMINO PERAL*** « 1418 CAMINO PERAL* * 1426 DE LA CRUZ + 1437 CAMINO PERAL « 144 ASCOT DRIVE #2
1475 CAMINO PERAL * 149 WALFORD DRIVE * 15 BRECK COURT** + 15 VIA BARCELONA + 1515-A CAMINO PERAL - 1522 RISHELL DRIVE
* 156 MIRAMONTE DRIVE** » 15804 CAMBRIDGE* * 16 JOSEFA PLACE * 16 SARAH LANE « 160 VIA JOAQUIN * 1602 RANCHO VIEW
+ 1613 GEARY ROAD + 1623 CAMINO PABLO « 1645 DEL MONTE « 166 SELBORNE DRIVE + 1715 139TH STREET « 1729 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD
« 1775 PANDA WAY -« 1798 ST ANDREWS DRIVE** « 180 VALLEY GLEN LANE * 182 FERNWOOD DRIVE * 1835 LAMPLIGHT COURT
1843 JOSEPH DRIVE + 1891 APOLLO COURT + 19021 SCHUESTER AVENUE - 1919 YGNACIO VALLEY ROAD*** « 1924 ASCOT DRIVE**

* 1939 ASCOT DRIVE** « 19511 ALANA ROAD*** » 1958 ASCOT DRIVE + 1976 FOX RIDGE COURT « 1977 ASCOT DRIVE #5
* 1977 ASCOT DRIVE #6 « 2 AGHALEE LANE* « 2 DONALD DRIVE * 2 SPARROW COURT + 20 BUCKINGHAM DRIVE + 20 JUNIPER WAY
* 20 ROSS DRIVE* » 200 RIO GRANDE COURT + 201 MIRAMONTE DRIVE « 201 TUMBLEWEED « 2020 DATE STREET « 2024 ASCOT DRIVE
* 205 VISTA GLEN PLACE « 2051 ASCOT DRIVE #202 » 2055 ASCOT DRIVE #107 + 2063 ASCOT DRIVE + 2063 ASCOT DRIVE 114
* 2067 ASCOT DRIVE #242* « 2075 ASCOT DRIVE #121 + 2079 ASCOT DRIVE #135* »+ 2079 ASCOT DRIVE #140 + 2083 ASCOT DRIVE #133
* 2083 ASCOT DRIVE #131 « 2087 ASCOT DRIVE #124 + 2087 ASCOT DRIVE #224 « 2091 ASCOT DRIVE #127 « 21 BROOKWOOD ROAD
+ 210 CARMEL AVENUE** « 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #11 « 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #16 + 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #17 « 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #20
2135 ASCOT DRIVE #20*** « 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #24 « 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #26** » 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #27* « 2135 ASCOT DRIVE #28
* 2145 DONALD DRIVE #4 + 2145 DONALD DRIVE #6 « 2145 DONALD DRIVE #9** « 2211 TICE VALLEY BOULEVARD*** » 2220 LOCH LANE
* 2268 PEPPER DRIVE + 2277 STAR AVENUE « 235 SANDRINGHAM DRIVE « 236 VALLEY GLEN* » 238 SANDRINGHAM DRIVE + 24 CARR DRIVE
* 24 FREITAS DRIVE* + 257 SANDRINGHAM DRIVE 258 LAKEFIELD PLACE + 268 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE*** « 269 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE
* 2740 N. MAIN STREET + 279 THARP DRIVE « 28 SARAH LANE * 295 CALLE LA MESA « 2971 CONSUELO ROAD + 3 BUENA VISTA
+ 3 CREEKWOOD COURT + 3 ROBERTS COURT + 3 WANDEL DRIVE + 3 WOODFORD DRIVE + 30 ROSS DRIVE* « 3044 SHETLAND DRIVE
* 309 CORTE GABRIEL * 31 COLORADO AVENUE * 324 HOLIDAY HILLS « 325 BEACON RIDGE « 332 DOWNHAM COURT « 34 ARDILLA ROAD
* 35 BAYLOR LANE * 354 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE * 3545 BOYER CIRCLE + 3569 BADDING ROAD* + 358 EL TOYONAL * 36 BUCKINGHAM DRIVE
+ 3603 DORMER AVENUE « 3628 BICKERSTAFF ROAD + 367 DEERFIELD DRIVE * 376 MULLER ROAD + 386 ODIN PLACE
* 39 BUCKINGHAM DRIVE * 390 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE « 392 SPRINGFIELD PLACE + 398 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE * 4 SPARROW COURT
* 4 WANDEL DRIVE * 401 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE * 407 LAVA COURT * 407 WOODMINSTER DRIVE * 41 MERRILL CIRCLE
* 42 FIELDBROOK PLACE + 42 LA ENCINAL + 422 BUSTOS CIRCLE + 4255 WILSON LANE + 428 ZINFANDEL CIRCLE + 430 N. CIVIC DRIVE
#403 « 433 MORAGA WAY* + 4416 PAMPAS CIRCLE * 45 VIA FARALLON ¢ 459 FERNWOOD DRIVE « 46 SARAH LANE
* 480 MISSION BAY #533 = 495 EAGLE VALLEY** + 5 FIELDBROOK PLACE * 51 CAMINO ENCINAS - 5136 CROCKETT PLACE
* 5180 CAMINO ALTA + 52 SHASTA COURT « 529 OAKSHIRE PLACE + 540 LAURA ANN COURT + 544 WOODMINSTER DRIVE
* 5521 LIKENS AVENUE - 565 PALO ALTO PLACE * 6 LARCH LANE « 6 TANGLEWOOD LANE * 611 AUGUSTA DRIVE « 625 AUGUSTA DRIVE
* 63 WARFIELD DRIVE * 6373 ARMS LAKE ROAD + 650 SKY HY COURT * 656 MORAGA ROAD * 6633 ARMOUR DRIVE * 67 LA CRESTA
* 679 MORAGA ROAD + 7 EL CAMINO FLORES + 70 SHUEY DRIVE ¢« 740 CANYON OAKS + 75 SANDERS RANCH « 78 SLEEPY HOLLOW
* 8 LOUISE COURT** « 8 PIMENTEL COURT * 8 SAGER COURT « 83 MARIE PLACE * 830 AUGUSTA DRIVE** + 89 SHUEY DRIVE
+ 895 STONEGATE CIRCLE * 9 FLUETIDRIVE » 9 LISA LANE « 92 SHUEY DRIVE « 938 MOHR LANE * 94 G ELDER** » 950 OAK VISTA COURT
* 955 ROSEHEDGE COURT * 96 MIRAMONTE DRIVE « O GRUND LANE (LOT)

EXPERIENCE COUNTS!

As always, | am here to help. | listen and | care.
I'm selling homes fast, yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit.
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Individually Unique.
Collectively Complete.

97 Corliss Drive, Moraga

4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,204 Sq Ft| 0.28 Acre
$1,499,000

97CorlissDrive.com

$890,000
3039WoodsideMeadows.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves

925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com

BRYDON & IVES

Bkl FRTa®id Tiaw

COMPASS

3039 Woodside Meadows, Pleasant Hill
3Bed | 2Bath | 1748 Sq Ft| 0.13 Acre

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

Compoass s a redl estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to

accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or

other advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Have disappointed Buyers

Are you thinking of selling?

See public meetings schedule on this

pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

“SOLD IN 2 DAYS” Listed at $2,799,000

CcoLDWEeLL
BANKER B

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Call ANA for fast action.....

ANA ZIMMAN

SRES
GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

M. 925.640.6008

ana.zimmank@camoves.com
CalBRE #00469962

Rheem Theatre sold

Rheem Theatre and surrounding retail shops

By Vera Kochan

Moraga’s Rheem Theatre lo-
cated at 350 Park Street, has
been on and off of the market
since 2008 when prior prop-
erty owner Mahesh Puri tried
to sell it. With a list price of
$4.2 million, on April 12 the
property finally found a
buyer.

The Rheem Theatre prop-
erty includes retail shops
Glam Palace at 348 Park
Street, iRepair Moraga at 354
Park Street, Sushi Fighter at
356 Park Street, and Ris-
torante Amoroma at 360 Park
Street.

The Kase Group’s Senior
Vice President Michael Cis-
ternino confirmed the April
12 closing date. The 2.1-acre
lot with a square footage of
22,828 sold for $4 million to
Cinema West, which has a
corporate office in Petaluma
and owns theaters with 14 lo-
cations in California alone.

Photo Vera Kochan

The historic Rheem The-
atre, built in 1957 by archi-
tects Cantin and Cantin,
boasted a lobby loaded with
movie memorabilia, but the-
ater operator Derek Zemrak
confirmed that the movie
memorabilia was not part of
the sale and will not be stay-
ing at the Rheem.

Moraga Community
Foundation President Tom
Schnurr stated, “We are
happy to say that our lease
remains intact and it is cur-
rently business as usual at the
Rheem!” This statement is ev-
idenced by the theatre’s mar-
quee listing the April 26
opening of the much antici-
pated and potential block-
buster “Avengers: Endgame.”

Lamorinda Weekly
reached out to Cinema West
for information about future
plans for the Rheem Theatre
property and adjacent retail
shops but did not receive a
reply by press time.

Sinkhole

... continued from Page A1

While the town has made
it clear that the property
owners are responsible for
repairs to the storm drain
pipes on their property, the
town continues to offer tech-
nical support. Town staff is
gathering qualified consul-
tants, many of whom were in-

volved with the 2016 Rheem
Sinkhole, to provide that
support.

To date, $19,652.20 has
been spent in providing tech-
nical support for the property
owners. The $80,000 appro-
priation will cover that and
provide additional funding
for the next few weeks until a
plan has been developed. The

$1.65 million reimbursement
to the General Fund for the
Temporary Canyon Bridge is
expected to restore the town’s
General Fund Reserve level to
50 percent of operating ex-
penditures by June 30 and is
enough to cover the initial
emergency response.

RCP
Loncrete

—_— new RCP
Concrete

Metal

Town Council

335 Rheem Blvd.

% Wednesday, May 8, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and

Planning Commission
Monday, May 6, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Community Meeting Room, Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Park and Recreation Commission
Tuesday, May 21, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga School District Board Meetings
Tuesday, May 14, 7 p.m.

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School
Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Are You Considering Selling Your Home?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a

complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as a comprehensive
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie

925.200.2222
gary.bernie@compass.com
DRE 00686144

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
DRE 01418309
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Moraga’s small businesses utilize
the talents of Saint Mary’s College

1

Mobile Moraga app making
headway

Photo Vera Kochan

Consulting teams hard at work offering small business

solutions.

By Vera Kochan

Saint Mary’s College ChangeMakers
has partnered with The Moraga
Chamber of Commerce to present the
first, and hopefully annual, Small
Business Catalyst Program.

The event, held April 17 at the
SMC campus, utilized members of the
Graduate School of Business to help
local businesses with 15 or less em-
ployees solve various challenging is-
sues that may arise within the course
of daily operations.

SMC undergraduates, grad stu-
dents, faculty and alumni were called
upon to provide their input and ex-
pertise in a roundtable format with
six individual business owners who
had, prior to the event, provided the
consulting team with pertinent back-

ground information and expectations.

Through discussions and a diagnosis,

a game plan was formulated to help
the business owner address and over-
come any success-hindering issues.

Areas of possible troubleshooting
were: financial, accounting support
and analytics for sound decision mak-
ing; business development challenges;
marketing with media and social me-
dia; computer and online support;
conversion of online business or
home-based businesses to brick and
mortar; competitive market research;
organizational and structural man-
agement and; international growth
opportunities.

SMC Director of Marketing and Out-
reach for Graduate Business Programs Bill
Flitter stated, “I was initially worried - it
being our first time — but I'm very pleased
with how things turned out.” Flitter co-
organized and acted as Master of
Ceremonies.

...continued on Page A12

By Vera Kochan

Back in February, Parks and Recreation
Director Breyana Brandt first presented
the idea of a new work order manage-
ment system to the Moraga Town
Council.

The free app’s features would allow
a user to click onto whatever issue needs
attention by the Public Works Depart-
ment or the Parks and Recreation De-
partment. Problems such as traffic signal
issues, potholes and more would be re-

ported by the touch of a fingertip.

An additional feature lets the user go
one step further to target the exact geo-
location of the problem and either up-
load or download photos for a more de-
tailed explanation of the issue.

The final weeks of testing the app
and the work order system occurred in
April involving the town staff and the
Parks and Recreation Commission. “The
app has been submitted to Apple and
Google for approval,” Brandt explained,
“and we will go ‘live’ once the free app is
available for download in the app stores.

“The Beta testing,” acknowledged
Brandt, “has prompted some improve-
ments and resolved some initial glitches
so we are prepared for a smooth launch.
The work order system, known as ‘report
an issue,” has specifically been refined to
include 10 categories in which residents
can report concerns to the town.” These
categories are: potholes; storm drains
and creeks; streets; trash; parks and
trails; hazards; graffiti; facility and
building issues; public works (general);
and animal control (referred to the
county).

The new app will provide additional
information about the town and the
Moraga community. Features such as
town news, social media and live stream
feeds will also be available to users.

Brandt stated that there will be a
general town booth during the May 11
Moraga Community Faire at the Rheem
Shopping Center, between 11 a.m. and 3
p-m., where attendees can get additional
information about the new Mobile Mor-
aga, as well as free giveaway items.

ORINDA - Coveted Country Club Location
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Over 5,800sf of living space, and almost an acre-and-a-
half, this exquisite estate shines with recent updated
throughout. 6BD, 6.5BA, $5,250,000

LAFAYETTE - Walk to Trails and Town

Beautifully updated view property offers appx. 1,900sf
of single-level, light-filled living space on more than a
quarter acre. 4BD, 2.5BA, $1,395,000

LAFAYETTE - 3 Acre Estate with Panoramic Views
Single-level Mediterranean villa stretches out to more
than 6,600sf. Breathtaking sunrises and star-studded
night skies. 6BD, 7.5BA, $5,295,000

GLENN AND KELLIE BEAUBELLE
925.254.1212 | THEBEAUBELLEGROUP.COM

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

COMPASS

LAFAYETTE - Picturesque Park-like Gardens
Beautifully updated, single-level rancher located on
almost a quarter acre. Walk to trails and swim club and

-

minutes to school and town. 3BD, 2BA, $1,050,000

LAFAYETTE - 1.36 Acres in Burton Valley

Modern ranch style home showcases a premium lot and
plans from the Talon Group to expand the residence to
3,655 square feet. 4BD, 2BA, $1,595,000
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ORINDA - 1 Level Acre in Prestigious North Orinda

Grand opportunity, work to be done, bring your contractor.
Over 4,500sf of living space and surrounded in park-like
landscape. One-of-a-kind setting. 3BD, 3.5BA, $2,950,000
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ConnectOrinda Celebration scheduled for May 16
as planning process draws to a close

b

o
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Photo Sora O'Doherty

ConnectOrinda demonstrates how Vashell Way can be used
for city events by hosting their Celebration event at the
location, which is also being used by Orinda's Restaurant
Tour. The quiet street is located opposite the iconic Orinda

Theatre.

By Sora O'Doherty

The last step before the un-
veiling of the final plan for
ConnectOrinda will take

place in the Theatre District
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
May 16. The Celebration, the
fifth of six planned steps, will
be a time for Orindans to

view and comment on the
work staff and the consultant
team have done to date. The
project launched last October
and held a public workshop
in January. In March, the city
council reviewed progress of
the group, and the suggested
projects.

The event will be staged
at the intersection of Vashell
Way and Moraga Way. Partic-
ipants will be able to view
and comment on the eight
projects the Orinda City
Council directed to further
develop, and the draft com-
panion downtown-wide de-
sign guidelines. They'll also
be able to experience the po-
tential benefits of one of the
proposed projects, a part-time
pedestrian alley at Vashell
Way. According to Victoria
Eisen, partner of Eisen | Letu-
nic, the project consultant, it
is hoped that some will stroll
over after dining in the The-
atre District while others will
swing by on their way home
from the Village's food trucks.

Since last October, staff
and the consultant team have
been meeting with and lis-
tening to the Orinda commu-
nity's assessment of what is
lacking in downtown Orinda.
As a result, ConnectOrinda
has been focusing on how to
help make the Theatre Dis-
trict and the Village feel more
connected and make travel
between the two safer and
easier. The process started
with the Oct. 13 launch, with
its walking tours, blank maps,
community surveys, and
stakeholder interviews. The
community provided hun-
dreds of comments at this

stage, which were used to de-
velop 19 potential projects,
which were presented at a
Jan. 29 workshop in conjunc-
tion with a city council meet-
ing. The Orinda community
submitted over 1,000 project-
specific votes/likes and over
1,000 comments about these
projects, which were used to
distill and reconstitute the
projects into eight projects
plus the beginnings of a set of
design guidelines that can be
applied throughout the
downtown.

At its March 5 meeting,
the council expressed support
for most of the projects, ask-
ing staff and the consultant
team to further assess the
feasibility, cost and prelimi-
nary design of each. Since
then, staff and the consultant
team have been working to
further develop the other
projects and downtown de-
sign guidelines, drawing from
similar precedents elsewhere
and new sketches of what
they could look like in down-
town Orinda. The analyses
that allowed considering var-
ious changes to Camino Pablo
are also being documented so
that, if and when a compre-
hensive traffic study is pur-
sued, it will be able to benefit
from this earlier work.

Community members are
invited to provide additional
feedback at and following the
May 16 event, which will be
used to transform the design
guidelines and projects into a
plan document that the
council will consider adopt-
ing in the fall.

Council reviews parking options for downtown Orinda, chooses
pilot for employees

By Sora O’Doherty

A pilot program for permit
parking for Orinda employees
on Altarinda Drive was the
city council’s favorite of the
proposed parking remedies
presented by Adele Ho, Project
Management Consultant on
parking solutions projects.
City staff asked the coun-
cil for further direction on
how to proceed with some
suggested parking manage-
ment tools. Another idea that
gained traction with the coun-
cil was the concept of entering
into agreements with local
churches to use parking
spaces that are otherwise un-

derused during the work
week. Although the council
stated it cannot afford to pro-
vide shuttle service from these
lots to BART, it was noted that
several factors make connect-
ing to the county bus system
more attractive now. The fre-
quency of buses on the Mor-
aga Way route has been in-
creased, and riders can track
the buses in real time with the
County Connection’s app,
making it easier for com-
muters to park in a church lot
and then take the bus to the
BART station.

Another pilot program the
consultant suggested was re-
jected by the council after

hearing from local residents.
That pilot would have affected
lower Bates Boulevard, which
contains a mix of commercial
and residential properties.
The commercial property at 2
Bates Blvd. has some 40 park-
ing spaces, which it offers for
rent to the public at $115 per
month. The council was sur-
prised to learn that eight of
these spaces have yet to be
taken up.

The council also consid-
ered a pilot permit program
for BART parkers, but did not
move forward with this. The
council is only interested in
such a program if it can be
limited to Orinda residents,

and there is some question
about whether the use of pub-
lic streets can be limited in
that manner.

Another major item that
was part of this latest parking
study was the issue of a “park-
ing in lieu” fee. Commercial
buildings are required by
Orinda municipal code to pro-
vide for a certain number of
off-street parking spaces, de-
pending on the size of the
building. Currently, according
to the staff report submitted
by Director of Public Works
and Engineering Larry Theis,
if a proposed development or
change in use is unable to
meet the requirements, the

zoning administrator or plan-
ning commission must make
findings for an exception to
the requirements. If an ex-
ception is adopted, there is no
associated mitigation or fee
required. Other cities have an
in lieu fee that requires the
owner to pay a certain amount
for each parking space re-
quired but not provided.
These fees range from a high
of $57,344 in Danville to a low
of $19,200 in Lafayette. The
city council members were
very interested in the concept,
but believed that it needs
more study before being
adopted by Orinda.

Council considers new capital projects

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda City Council members
loved the new format staff
chose to present them with
the Draft Capital Improve-
ment Plan for Fiscal Years
2019-23. The new format is
streamlined to include four
lists of potential projects, as
well as one to list last year’s
approved projects. The lists
include projects that staff
recommends as new capital
improvement projects, an-
other list contains projects
that staff recommends, but
for which there is inadequate
funding; while another list
contains the projects that
staff recommended be added
to the unfunded project list.

The final list is other potential
capital improvement projects.

The council was im-
pressed with the ease with
which they could review the
projects. However, one or
two projects alarmed one
council member or another.
Vice Mayor Darlene Gee won-
dered about a 60-inch culvert
in poor condition at Great
Oaks Circle and Orchard
Road. The replacement and
upgrade of the culvert to a
100-year storm capacity is es-
timated at a cost of $1 million.
Gee said that the idea of a
very large culvert in poor
condition scared her. City
Manager Steve Salomon
noted that the replacement of
the culvert is in the storm

Total Clean
Congratulates

Arcelia Ledn

drain master plan, but not the
increase in capacity. Council
Member Dennis Fay spoke
about expanding the trim-
ming and removal of trees on
city-owned property. This
emergency preparedness
item is included in the strate-
gic plan. Staff recommends
bumping up the effort by in-
creasing funding from
$20,000 to $50,000.

Council Member Amy
Worth asked about designing
and constructing two to four
bocce ball courts in Orinda.
Apparently, bocce enthusiasts
have offered funding, but the
problem appears to be find-
ing a suitable location for the
courts. Fay and Miller ex-
pressed interest in accelerat-
ing the upgrade of all existing
curb ramps and Fay said he
was concerned about the item
that deals with stabilizing city
hall in the face of “large
transverse cracks in the

parking spaces.” While the
building itself is not in dan-
ger, being constructed on a
deep pile foundation, the up-
per parking lot, sidewalk, and
the enclosures for mechanical
equipment are being affected.
The work is estimated at
somewhat over a half million
dollars.

Ian and Penny Baird
waited through the long
meeting to talk to the council
about item A7 concerning the
Icabod Lane storm drain ex-
tension. Penny Baird ap-
pealed to the council to un-
dertake the work for safety
reasons. She slipped in the
wet conditions and broke her
leg. Four to five months of the
year there is a heavy flow of
water down Icabod Lane, ac-
cording to the Bairds, in addi-
tion to mud, branches and
rocks. Ian Baird said that
sometimes the water is more
than an inch deep at the

crown of the road, so obvi-
ously much deeper over the
rest of the road. The cost is
estimated at $50,000 and staff
recommended that the pro-
ject be added to the list of
Capital Improvement Projects
as a funded project for con-
struction in the 2020-21 fiscal
year.

Other projects ranged
from modest, such as the
Vashell Way pedestrian acti-
vation and the library terrace
area pedestrian improve-
ments, each estimated to cost
between $10,000 and $20,000,
to projects expected to cost
over a million dollars, such as
repairing the slide on the
north side of Happy Valley
Road or widening El Toyonal
to accommodate a school bus.
The complete list of projects is
available online as part of the
agenda packet for the April 23
city council meeting.

Info: www.cityoforinda.org
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City Council

Tuesday, May 7. 7 p.m. Regular Meeting
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library,

26 Orinda Way

Meetings

Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 14, 7 p.m.

Orinda

Public 26 Orinda Way

Library Auditorium, Orinda Library,

Citizens' Infrastructure Oversight Commission
Wednesday, May 8, 6:30 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563
Orinda Union High School District Board Meetings

Monday, May 13, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda, www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Thinking of Selling a Home?

This spring has been profitable for most sellers and
there’s still time for savvy owners to take advantage
of the favorable (but changing) market conditions.
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED
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Want to know what your home is worth?

Call Frank for an Opinion of Value on your home.

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Wilder things: sidewalks, parking,
and an easement

By Sora O'Doherty

Decades in the planning, the
development at Wilder is fi-
nally coming to life, but it
isn’t without glitches, leaving
residents frustrated and the
Orinda City Council scram-
bling for fixes. At a well-
attended April 23 city council
meeting, the council dealt
with three of the most press-
ing issues: access to the Art
and Garden Center, parking
enforcement and sidewalk
completion.

The error that led to the
Art and Garden Center being
moved from a public street to
a private street, with no pro-
vision made for public access
to the rear of the building, is
now being described as “an
administrative oversight.”
The council corrected the sit-
uation by accepting the grant
by the developer, OGLLC, of
an easement over that por-
tion of Bigleaf Road that
leads from Wilder Road to
Paintbrush Lane, which in-
cludes access to two mail
kiosks and the rear entrance
of the center. In return, the

city will contribute to the
maintenance of the road, but
the Wilder Homeowners As-
sociation will control the ac-
tual maintenance work. This
led to protests from Wilder
residents present, who ar-
gued that the city also needs
to accept liability for the
stretch of road. The ease-
ment will give the public ac-
cess to the rear of the center,
where a broad driveway will
allow for dropping off sup-
plies for events, as well as for
disabled visitors who might
have difficulty navigating the
long ADA-compliant walkway
up from the parking lot be-
side the play fields.

Currently there is ap-
proval for six parking spaces
to the rear of the center, but
the city also has plans for a
larger, 26-space lot. Wilder
residents have said that the
presence of the six parking
spaces will result in hun-
dreds of cars driving up
Bigleaf Road to see if they
can nab one of the spaces.
The city agreed to limit use of
the spaces to events at the
center and not for use by
those using the play fields.

Residents described
egregious driving and park-
ing behavior around the play
fields, including people
parking in the spots allotted
for Wilder residents to pick
up their mail from the mail
kiosk near Paintbrush Lane
and sitting atop their vehi-
cles to watch the game on
play field four. Sometimes,
according to residents, this
involves a “tailgate” picnic,
with trash being left behind.

Bruce Yamamoto, a rep-
resentative of OGLLC and a
member of the Wilder HOA,
wrote to Director of Public
Works and Engineering
Larry Theis to ask for city
help with the parking and
traffic problems. His letter
states that “the general pub-
lic continues to create safety
and traffic congestion issues
by blocking traffic along
Wilder Road as well as dam-
aging adjacent landscaped
areas.” He added, “These is-
sues were observed even
when the designated public
parking lot at Wilder Park
was not full.”

... continued on Page A13

At last, redwood trees
removed from Orinda

mini park

Photo Sora O'Doherty

Workers remove redwood trees from beneath high voltage lines.

By Sora O’Doherty

A number of redwood trees
that have been worrying PG&E
owing to their placement di-
rectly under the high voltage
power lines behind Theatre
Square were removed during
the week of April 15 by a crew
from A Plus Tree. The trees
had been slated for removal

for some time, and the city has
plans to relandscape the mini
park with plants that will pre-
sent less of a fire danger.

Cesar Hernandez, A Plus
Tree crew chief, said that in
the past the company has been
the subject of negative atten-
tion when removing trees,

... continued on Page A9

Orinda | $1,850,000
5br/3.5ba w/level yard, views. Near Glorietta Elementary, commute corridor.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

Lafayette | $2,200,000
Breathtaking views and an escape from the ordinary in this exquisitely beautiful 5br/3.5ba Lafayette home in a small, gated community.

Lisa Hoctor 925.698.5752
lisa.hoctor@camoves.com | CalRE#01300193

vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE#01390784

Orinda | $1,175,000
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In Lafayette, another iconic restaurant goes up in flames

By Nick Marnell

Duncan Seibert sat with his
wife at their table on the
Postino Restaurant patio April
16. The Lafayette resident
said they had just ordered
dinner when he saw smoke
rise from the building. “That’s
quite a bit of smoke coming
out of the kitchen,” Seibert
said to his wife, and as the
column of smoke rose high

Pll_IIOS Gint Fderas

over the building, it quickly
became obvious that there
was a major problem.

“The hostess ushered
people out to the patio, many
of them carrying food and
their drinks. When the fire
department came, we had to
leave. People just stood on the
sidewalk and watched. Some-
one handed my wife a glass of
chardonnay, which was good
because we never even got

our drinks,” Seibert said.
Engine 15 of the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection
District arrived first to the
scene, and crews from Con-
Fire and the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District extinguished the
fire in the kitchen but had to
deal with a hidden fire in the
attic area. “Roof over roof,
ducting and storage over the
many years of this historic
establishment made it a very
labor intensive incident.
Crews worked extremely

hard not only to cut and move
structural items to reach the
seat of a moving fire but also
at preserving the rest of the
structure,” read the ConFire
incident report. District
spokesman Steve Hill said the
crews took every effort to
avoid causing unnecessary
damage, recognizing the his-
torical value of the building.
The fire rekindled mem-
ories of a 2017 fire to another
iconic Lafayette restaurant.
“Oh my God, I got chills when

I heard,” said Jeff Asadi,
owner of La Finestra Restau-
rant which burnt to the
ground and relocated to Mor-
aga in 2018. “One day your
restaurant is there, and then
it’s not. I know how hard it is.
(The Postino owners) are my
friends, and I am so sorry that
they have to go through what
I went through.”

Postino co-owner Parry
Tong presented an upbeat
tone even knowing he faces
difficulties with cleanup, in-
surance claims, permit ap-
provals and construction.
“We’re working on every-
thing, but it’s all up in the
air,” said Tong, who hopes to
reopen sometime in 2019.
The fire remains under in-
vestigation, but Lafayette Po-
lice Chief Ben Alldritt said
that criminal activity had
been ruled out as a cause.
There were no reported in-
juries, and damage to the
kitchen alone was estimated
at $100,000.

“The staff handled things
very well, and we were never
in danger,” Seibert said.

MOEFD ramps up ﬁre preventlon efforts to allay rough fire season ahead

fuel break in north Orinda and
along the Lafayette Ridge.
Rein, who retired as fire
chief of the East Bay Regional
Park District in 2006, has been
with MOFD since 2011 on a
part-time basis refining emer-
gency operations plans and
preparing emergency opera-
tions drills, plus working with
local groups like the Lamor-
inda Community Emergency
Response Team. He will work
his increased hours through
December organizing and sup-
porting district fire operations,
including the North Orinda

sonnel whose ]ob is to reduce
hazardous fuels in the commu-
nity. In addition to outreach
and education, a major compo-
nent of the FMP is a community

wood chipping program under
which MOFD will chip vegeta-
tion that has been cut and
stacked on the roadway.

.. continued on Page A9

MOFD open house May 4 offers exhibits on
wildfire preparedness

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District hosts an open house May 4 at Fire Station
45 in Orinda, with the theme of community wildfire preparedness weaving
though the exhibits, events and presentations. “It’s going to be the most in-
formative open house in years,” Fire Marshal Kathy Leonard said. “We
have received an enormous response from our sponsors. In all the time
I've been here, I have not seen the level of interest and concern that I have

seen this year.”

Based on property owners’ reactions at recent MOFD meetings, wild-

fire prevention is certainly top-of-mind for district residents, and staff from
the Diablo Firesafe Council will explain how mini-grants are available for
defending the home against wildfires. Representatives from Firewise USA
will explain how neighborhoods can become Firewise communities — em-
powering neighbors to take action to prevent devastating wildfires. “The
Firewise model gives neighborhoods an example of what they can do to
protect themselves,” Leonard said.

Hands-only CPR training and fire safety training will be offered by
district personnel, and there will be fun events for families, too, including
hanging out with the firefighters and checking out the fire apparatus.
Plenty of entertainment is planned for the kids as well, with appearances
by Smokey Bear and Sparky the Fire Dog. The firefighters will cook “fire-
house hot dogs” for purchase, with proceeds going to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association of the Greater Bay Area.

But make no mistake: community involvement for wildfire prevention
is the driving force of this open house. “The recent tragedies show us that

Fuel Break program.

“The extra hours are going
to allow us to go to the next
level,” Rein said. “We are get-
ting much more involved with
the community right now.”

The district will continue
its pilot Fuels Mitigation Pro-
gram, which includes a man-
ager and four part-time per-

Photo MOFD
District aide Patrick Carrillo with the new MOFD wood chipper

By Nick Marnell

position to full time and adding
equipment, programs and per-
sonnel to fend off a potentially
devastating fire season. The
district commitment is in addi-
tion to the $6 million state
grant for creation of a shaded

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict solidified its commitment
to increased fire prevention by
upping Emergency Prepared-
ness Coordinator Dennis Rein’s

ConFire
Board of Directors
Tuesday, May 21, 1:30 p.m.

Fire District Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors a‘;p)' O,

Wednesday, May 15, 7 p.m. Board Chamber Room 107, we must work collaboratively,” Leonard said. “We don’t want to see an-
Go to the website for meeting = Administration Building other Napa.”

location, times and agendas. ” & 651 Pine St., Martinez. The open house runs from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. May 4 at Fire Station
Visit www.mofd.org L Py For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org 45, 33 Orinda Way in Orinda Village.

Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt

Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd.,
Chief of Police, Jon King

925-283-3680
925-299-3221

925-888-7055
ext. 7049

Public Safety
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Governor discusses
urgent need for fuel
reduction this wildfire

season

Photo Steven Danziger

Gov. Newsom outlines North Orinda Fuel Break program.

By Nick Marnell

Gov. Gavin Newsom traveled
to the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District April 23 to outline his
major statewide fire preven-
tion plan, encompassing 35
projects he approved for ar-
eas in California most vul-
nerable to a devastating
wildfire.

When Newsom took of-
fice in January, he asked the
California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
for a list of state areas in ur-
gent need of fuel reductions
and other preventive mea-
sures to ward off wildfires.
Cal Fire submitted a list of 35
statewide projects, including
the North Orinda Fuel Break,
a 14-mile shaded fuel break
from near the top of Eagle’s
Nest Trail, down Wildcat
Canyon Road to Bear Creek
Road and along Lafayette
Ridge to Pleasant Hill Road.

“This is one of the larger
projects of the 35,” Newsom
said, speaking at a press con-
ference in Tilden Park, about
one mile from the site of the
1991 Oakland Hills fire and
adjacent to the western ter-
minus of the North Orinda
Fuel Break project, and
within MOFD jurisdiction.
The 1,700-acre north Orinda
project, No. 9 on the Cal Fire
list, affects more than 500,000
people in 30 East Bay com-
munities. “You are as vulner-
able as Butte County,” said
Newsom, referring to the
2018 Camp Fire, which killed
85 and destroyed more than
13,000 homes.

The governor said that

the 1991 Oakland Hills fire
was seared into everyone’s
memory, and it has presented
new standards and expecta-
tions. “We’ve been scatter-
shot, but not as deliberate as
we are today,” Newsom said.
“I signed a declaration of
emergency in advance of an
emergency.”

Newsom acknowledged
that transferring the money
to the jurisdictions that are
spearheading the projects has
been a complex process.
MOFD, which will partner
with various public agencies
to complete the north Orinda
project, had not received a
contract with grant terms
from Cal Fire by the date of
the press conference. But Cal
Fire Director Thom Porter
said that the agency is com-
mitted to having state work-
ers and contractors on the job
in north Orinda in early May.
“We’ll also see some National
Guard that we’ve pulled off
the border to do some real
work,” Newsom said, a dig at
President Donald Trump.

Porter also said that the
MOFD North Orinda Fuel
Break grant has been in-
creased to $6 million. Once
the contracts between Cal
Fire and MOFD have been fi-
nalized, the grant will go to
the fire district board for
acceptance.

Newsom echoed what
MOFD officials have been
stressing now more than
ever. “We can’t do it alone,”
the governor said. “We need
folks to work on defensible
space. Nothing is more im-
portant than localism.”

At last, redwood trees removed from
Orinda mini park

... continued from Page A7

but now, with the greater
awareness of fire safety, that
has stopped. PG&E brought in
a bucket vehicle and checked
the trees for nesting birds and
bees. According to PG&E
spokesperson Megan McFar-
land, here were no bird nests
or nesting birds in any of the
trees removed. There was an
active bee nest. Apiary enthu-
siast Brandon Drew of B&B
Family Farms was called upon

to help relocate the bees.

Drew advised waiting until
early morning to remove the
nest, which was actually lo-
cated in an old squirrel’s nest —
a first for Drew. Early in the
morning, all the bees would
very likely be in the hive, as
they don’t fly when the tem-
perature is cool. Using the
bucket vehicle, the nest was
removed and placed in a bee
box in the morning. In the
evening, it was transported to
another location. It will be re-

located back into the same area
in about two to three weeks.
By that time, the old worker
bees will have died, as their
natural lifespan is about three
weeks, and so the bees won’t
try to return to the original lo-
cation. Drew said that the bees
had not been traumatized by
the tree removal and were
likely out foraging over their
two- to three-mile flight pat-
tern. The team responsible for
the tree removal included an
arborist.

MOEFD ramps up fire prevention efforts to
allay rough fire season ahead

... continued from Page A8

Only vegetation can go through
the chipper, trees must be less
than 6 feet in diameter and the
chipped vegetation will not be
hauled away but repurposed
on the property. The program
is intended for neighborhoods,
not individuals, and complete
program details can be found
on the MOFD website.

The board approved the
purchase of two utility pickup
trucks, one of which will be
used in the chipping program
and the other for out-of-county

deployments by personnel who
travel to wildland mutual aid
incidents. Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker said that through
these deployments, district
personnel gain invaluable ex-
perience on large-scale wild-
land incidents that is transfer-
able to the local area.

MOFD further beefed up
its apparatus fleet with the
board-approved purchase of a
new Type 6 fire engine, a small
vehicle used to transport fire-
fighters to the scene of hard-to-
reach wildland fires, like those
that could occur in district high

fire hazard severity zones.

A major component of any
fire prevention plan is the co-
operation of district residents.
Rein said that everyone needs
to comply with the fire code
and maintain a defensible
space on their property, and
observe the district June 15
weed abatement deadline.
“We’re all in this together and
we’re all part of the solution,”
Rein said. “We need the resi-
dents to do their part to pre-
pare for a very rough fire sea-
son ahead.”
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Concert at the Res one of several fun events planned this month

i

Photo John T. Miller

The Acalanes High School Jazz Ensemble rehearses for the
upcoming Concert at the Res under the direction of Lauren

Gibson (right).
By John T. Miller

The 25th annual Concert at
the Res, put on by the
Lafayette Rotary Club, will
take place on Saturday, May

11 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
the outdoor stage at the
Lafayette Reservoir.

Lafayette Rotarian Dick
Holt conceived of the event
over 25 years ago to provide a
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showcase for local school
music programs while also
raising money to support
their efforts.

While admission to the
event is free, the annual con-
cert is currently raising about
$20,000 a year, thanks to the
efforts of Holt and his other
Rotarians. Holt says, “Half of
the money raised goes di-
rectly to support the local
school music programs in the
public schools and the other
half goes to Rotary-sponsored
programs such as Meals on
Wheels, Trust in Education,
and Rotary Scholarships.”

Participants in the pro-
gram include Stanley Middle
School, Acalanes High School,
the Rossmoor Big Band and
Roosevelt Middle School from
Oakland, and, in recent years,
it has expanded to include
young dancers and singers
from the Lafayette Town Hall
Education and the Perform-
ing Academy.

The Stanley Middle
School Jazz Messengers, un-
der the direction of local leg-
end Bob Athayde, were re-
cently named one of the top
five middle school bands in
the United States. In addition,
eighth-grader Walter Serwin
won first prize in the nation
for an arrangement he com-
posed for a saxophone
quintet.

Athayde says, “This [con-
cert] is a fun activity for us

and a chance for students to
give back to the community.
Playing music to make people
happy reminds us that musi-
cians are servants of the peo-
ple, just like in Mozart's
time.”

Lauren Gibson, in her
first year at Acalanes High
School after taking over for
longtime director Norm Deas,
will bring her Jazz Ensemble
— fresh off a performance at
the University of Nevada at
Reno Jazz Festival.

Lafayette Rotarian Mo
Levich has directed the Ross-
moor Big Band for the last 20
years. Holt calls him “instru-
mental in the local music
scene.”

The event will open with
a musical fanfare with brass
players from Acalanes, Stan-
ley and Rossmoor, and will
feature former mayor Don
Tatzin as one of the brass
members.

John Coleman, president
of the East Bay Municipal
Utility District board of direc-
tors, and Lafayette Mayor
Mike Anderson, will speak at
the event. Holt credits Cole-
man as being “extremely sup-
portive of our efforts.”

In addition to donations
from Rotary members, major
donors include Diablo Foods,
Cortese Investments, Lamor-
inda Weekly, Lafayette Cham-
ber of Concert, and many
more. “A lot of people and or-

ganizations step up and write
big checks,” says Holt. “We've
bought a lot of trombones and
drum sets and many other
items for our local music
programs.”

Raffle tickets, with prizes
such as weekend getaways
and other worthwhile win-
nings, will also be sold by Ro-
tarians and Chamber of Com-
merce members to raise
funds. Prizes have been do-
nated by local corporations
and individual donors.

The outdoor stage was
built and funded by the
Lafayette Rotary Club with
help from the Lafayette Com-
munity Foundation and indi-
vidual donors. Shortly after
completion, the stage was
dedicated and deeded to
EBMUD to be operated by
them for the use and enjoy-
ment of the entire
community.

In addition to the enter-
tainment, food and drinks
will be available for purchase,
and chairs and shade tenting
will be provided in a perfect
picnic setting on the lawn.

Golf cart shuttles will be
available to and from the
parking lot to the stage area
for those who desire it, and
public restrooms and a chil-
dren's play area are nearby.
Parking is available for $7 all
day or at metered parking.

o =

Other commumty events planned in May

Moraga Community Faire, May 11
The 2019 Moraga Community
Faire and Car Show will be held
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
May 11 at the Town’s Rheem Valley

Shopping Center - offering a

wonderful opportunity for a family
fun day! While a free event, there is
a $5 charge for unlimited Kid’s
Zone activities include pony rides,
bounce house and mazes, Bot Bash

Party and Bay Area Ball Players. . [
There will be food trucks, live | a4 A | {
music, wine and beer, and over 70 j

classic cars and booths to meet . 2 e _

local artists, business and m;. 1; LL J' e |
organizations. The booths and C o
activities will be in the parking lot in front of CVS. Ride your bike and get free valet parking.
The Moraga Community Faire and Car Show is organized and sponsored by the Moraga
Chamber of Commerce. For more information, visit www.moragachamber.org/faire.

Orinda Restaurant Tour, May 7 (see story Page B8)
Taste of Lafayette, May 14 (see story Page A3)

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

Another group graduates from the
Citizens’ Police Academy

WALNUT CITEK’S-E‘REMI
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE

DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

Photo Pippa Fisher

Participants of the spring session pose with the police chief, crime
prevention commissioners and the city council April 22.

... continued from Page A2 phoma society, explaining that
the police department is part-
nering with the society in
honor of LPD Officer Neil
Black’s wife who almost lost
her life to cancer two and a half
years ago. The annual Police
Motorcycle Competition will

raise funds for the society later
this year.

Residents over 21 years of
age who wish to take part in the
academy should go online for
further details on the fall ses-
sion, which is enrolling
currently.

and to let them see behind the
scenes what we do at the police
department,” the chief said.

Alldritt expressed gratitude
for the $250 check in his name
to the Leukemia and Lym-

Info: Visit www.lovelafayette.org, click on City Hall, then City Departments, Police and
Citizens’ Police Academy.

theheritagedowntown.com
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Accolades for Citizen of the Year —
Fred Weil
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Joan, moved to Moraga in 1972, where they raised
their three children Julie, Lisa and Mike. When
asked why they chose Moraga Weil replied, “Pri-
marily excellent schools and Moraga’s reputation
for safety even before it was incorporated. We
liked the views of the hills and especially Mount
Diablo. We also had good friends who had moved
to Moraga a couple of years earlier.”

Weil’s involvement in community activities
and organizations often came at the urging of
friends. “This was especially true for the home-
owners’ association, both school districts and the
fire district. In the case of the Town’s Park Study
Committee, I was recruited by the then mayor.”
Weil added, “At other times, I just saw a need and
volunteered to help.”

Serving on varying committees was intellectu-
ally stimulating to Weil and a bonus when his ef-
forts provided positive results for the community.
“We all have the capacity to do many different
things and I just happen to have been truly fortu-
nate to be able to enjoy such variety.”

Besides taking pride in his accomplishments
for Moraga, Weil and his wife are most proud of
their family: daughter Julie Weil Brown and hus-
band David Brown; Lisa Weil Cunningham and

Fred Weil and wife Joan with grandchildren per hyshand David Cunningham; Michael Weil
from left Daniel Brown, Abigail Cunningham ,nq s wife Dannielle; and his many grandchil-

and Jessica Brown

By Vera Kochan

Citizen of the Year honors were presented to the
2019 recipient Fred Weil, at the Soda Center on the
Saint Mary’s College campus April 27.

Welil, a taxation and corporate attorney for
more than 45 years, has served Moraga in one ca-
pacity or another for nearly as long.

Weil’s service to Moraga came in varying
forms and capacities. He was two-time president of
the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District; four-
time president of the Acalanes Union High School
District Board; director of the Soda Aquatic Center;
director of the Acalanes District Education Fund;
member of the Campolindo High School Parents’
Committee on Accreditation; two-time president of
the Moraga Elementary School District Board;
chairman of LMYA Girls’ Softball League; organizer
of the Campolindo Choral Music Fund; founding
director of the Moraga Educational Foundation;
member of the Town of Moraga School Bus Com-
mittee; member of the Town of Moraga Park Dis-
trict Study Committee; four-time president of the
Campolindo Homeowners Association and; offered
pro bono work to help the Moraga Citizens Net-
work and the Moraga Community Foundation ob-
tain tax exemption status.

Born and raised in Chicago, Weil and his wife,

dren Daniel and Jessica Brown; Abigail Cunning-
ham; Adena and Shoshana Weil.

Receiving the Citizen of the Year honor came
as a “complete surprise” to Weil. “It’s been incredi-
ble and a humbling experience. When asked how
she felt about her grandfather receiving an award,
7-year-old Abigail, a student at Los Perales Ele-
mentary replied, “Good.”

Master of Ceremonies for the evening were
last year’s recipients Sam and Susan Sperry, who
kept the proceedings moving with clockwork pre-
cision.

After a delicious dinner, the presentations and
honors came pouring in. Saint Mary’s College for-
mer president Brother Mel Anderson, FSC, stated,
“I have known and worked with Fred for many
years. He is the personification of trust and confi-
dence, as well as, a trusted friend. Saint Mary’s
College, with profound warmth, honors Fred as
Citizen of the Year.”

Moraga’s Kiwanis Club President Ian Cook
replied, “We can’t thank you enough for all the
years of service.” Moraga Vice-Mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus presented the mayor’s proclamation and
thanked him for his “tireless and selfless work that
has made Moraga a better place in which to live
and has made us all proud to be Moraga residents.”

... continued on Page A13
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Advertising

LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot |
$25 off |

=L QU000
LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

and dryers Gas line installation
over $600 I

* Fire pits & patio heaters -
* Pool heaters & hot tubs ; L;a‘;F'F;g‘I:&?1

* Natural gas barbecues 1 $100 off !

We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) | 1
Approved vendors of PG&E 1 Tankless water heater 1
: 1 installation’

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/19

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

©25377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

=l

~ Mo’s sizzling
~ summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens
* New gas lines for cooktops

around the proposed Terraces, now and despite

significant” to you?
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At ] « Chest pain b
e '+ Wheezing, coughing
. "m
(SO —— Fine particles can make
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« Shortness of besath
« Wheezing. coughing |

« Cardiovascular and
heart doease
« Asthma and COPD

\
The Terraces of Lafayette:
315 apartments brought to you by the letter
F is for FAILING levels of service at key intersections
even more traffic congestion around Deer Hill an];u:’llje::sr:rlw?ﬁhl%r;;?jesa”slzZist.hI:n Fine particles (PM 2.5) Ground-level ozone
poliution can cause: poliution can cause:

|« Difficulty beeathing deeply
I Shortness of breath

corridor. The developer’s fix is to partially fund “

F iS for FI RST RESPON DERS stuck in traffic trying to reach the

proposed Terraces, Acalanes High School, and the rest of the Pleasant Hill Road

F iS for FINE PARTICU LATES—anng with hazardous

fugitive dust, greenhouse gas emissions, noise and light pollution all
inevitably resulting from the Terraces, during construction and after.

F is for FED UP with the bitter ongoing saga of the Terraces.

Lafayette voters last year soundly rejected the Homes at Deer Hill, a
44-residence alternative to the Terraces. Rather than negotiate a

compromise acceptable to the community, O’Brien Homes is trying

Opti-Com” equipment that lets first  analysis.

responders turn traffic signals green. Fiddling the signals can’t remove lines of
queued-up cars, or clear accidents blocking the road, or restore electricity after a
disaster. Ordinary motorists will simply have to wait.

e ‘i-\l',
‘uh'”n.,.

gﬂ‘-"l’:‘.““ &

L=

La{ageﬂe

to force the Terraces on Lafayette by bullying our City Council and
demanding that we accept outdated and shoddy environmental

Please join your fellow citizens who say NO to the Terraces and NO
to excessive development anywhere in Lafayette. Email the City
Council at cityhall@lovelafayette.org, or find the original materials
online at lovelafayette.org.

Save Lafayette is a nonprofit group
of volunteers reliant on donated
funds. O’Brien Homes can outspend
us by orders of magnitude. If you're
able to help financially, please send
your check payable to Save
Lafayette, 3220 Ronino Way,
Lafayette CA 94549.
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TAKE SUMMER TO TH

Exciting, innovative
programming for

grades 1-12

REGISTER TODAY

BENTLEYSUMMERACADEMY.ORG

Arex_y}o J;
composfi

'dmpcsiSMART‘
: AdvanceJ Trammg Series

e
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RecycIeSmart

Contial Cormis Cotln Sl Waito Adlksniirg

www.recyclesmart.org

o T b

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Cindy Fisher Photos Sora O'Doherty Jennifer Dodd

By Sora O'Doherty

Three Teachers of the Year
from Lamorinda elementary
schools are in the running for
Contra Costa County’s 2019-20
Teacher of the Year award:

Cindy Fisher of Happy Valley
Elementary School (Lafayette
School District), Jennifer
Strohmeyer of Donald L.
Rheem Elementary School
(Moraga School District) and
Jennifer Dodd of Del Rey Ele-
mentary School (Orinda Union
School District).

Although Moraga just se-
lects one Teacher of the Year
for the entire district, both
Lafayette and Orinda select a
TOY for each of the schools in
their districts. For Lafayette, in
addition to Fisher, the follow-
ing were deemed Teachers of
the Year: Katie Pitts, Stanley
Middle School; Deborah
Hungerford, Springhill Ele-
mentary School; Gwen Rike-
man, Lafayette Elementary
School, and Kim Isaacs of Bur-
ton Valley Elementary School.
For Orinda, in addition to
Dodd, the Teachers of the Year
are Terry Schrittwieser, Glori-
etta Elementary; Beth Hooger-
huis, Sleepy Hollow Elemen-
tary; and Liz Headley of Wag-
ner Ranch Elementary. In ad-
dition, OUSD also named Asley
Appel as Teacher of the Year at
more than one site, and Eric
Page as Teacher of the Year at
Orinda Intermediate School.

“We are extremely proud
of the Teachers of the Year,
Class of 2019-2020,” reports
Contra Costa County Superin-
tendent of Schools Lynn
Mackey. “When you review
their TOY applications, it is
quite evident that the latest
candidates were thoughtfully
selected to represent their
schools and districts, while at
the same time truly embody
what is best about public
education.”

Jennifer Strohmeyer
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Lamorinda teachers compete for
County Teacher of the Year

The county’s TOY program
uses a three-stage selection
process, with a point and per-
centage system to determine
the final candidates. A com-
mittee of 13 judges, represent-
ing the county’s education,
business, and public-sector
partners carefully reviewed
the TOY representative appli-
cations submitted by the school
districts. This committee inde-
pendently read and rated each
application. After the applica-
tion screening and scoring are
completed, four teachers will
be selected to advance to the
next two phases as finalists.
Then from April 22 to May 17, a
small committee of education
specialists and business part-
ners will observe the finalists
interacting with their students.
Immediately following, the
committee will interview the
candidates, discussing topics
such as their teaching philoso-
phy and techniques.

On July 24, the TOY final-
ists will each give a three- to
five-minute speech to another
panel of a dozen educators,
business, and public-sector
representatives who will judge
the finalists on their speech
and presentation skills.

On the evening of Sept. 26,
all 22 Contra Costa County
TOYs, accompanied by their
families, friends, and co-
workers (an audience of close
to 500) will be honored at the
annual Contra Costa County
Teacher of the Year Dinner
Celebration, held at the Hilton
Concord. The night will con-
clude with the announcement
of the two 2019-20 Contra Costa
County Teachers of the Year.

Lt

LAFAYETTE ROTARY'S

CONCERT A1 THE RES

SATURDAY * MAY 11TH °

11AM - 3PM
FREE LIVE MUSIC

This year’s event includes Acalanes High School, Stanley Middle School,
Roosevelt Middle School from Oakland, and the Rossmoor Big Band;
and the program has been expanded in the last few years to include young
dancers and singers from the Lafayette Town Hall Education

and the Performing Academy.

FOOD & RAFFLE TICKETS
SUPPORT LAFAYETTE SCHOOLS & ROTARY PROJECTS

Thank You To Our Sponsors

Diablo Foods, Oakwood Athletic Club, Cortese Investments,
Lafayette Car Wash and Detail Center, Concord BMW,
Minuteman Press, Lamorinda Music, Lamorinda Weekly,
Orchard Nursery, the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, and the
generosity of many local and anonymous individuals.

Moraga’s small businesses

... continued from Page A5

The “speed consulting” event
was considered a win-win for
everybody involved. Participating
businesses received free and in-
valuable consultations from indi-
viduals who are familiar with
Moraga, and students gained in-
sight into the workings and day-
to-day issues that arise for a small
business owner.

Moraga Chamber President
Bob Fritzky said, “We feel really
excited about this. SMC’s provost
wants to do more tangible pro-
grams with the town.”

Another organizer and busi-
ness participant, Chamber Board
Member Mark Hoogs, recently
brought his franchise of State
Farm Insurance to Moraga. “The
Chamber does a lot of this type of
thing for its members and folks
don’t know about it.” Hoogs
wanted to give additional credit
to SMC’s Interim Dean in the
School of Economics and Business
Administration Yung Jae Lee for
his help and support of the
project.

Mixify Polish Owner and
Chief Artisan Amy Schofield
stated, “This opportunity is
amazing! It’s great to see the
group so on-the-money with me.
They’re helping me to re-brand
while clearing out my current in-
ventory and maintaining brand
integrity.” Her company helps
clients create their own signature
nail polish color.

Bay Area Ballplayers owner
Steve Hammond recently opened
his facility geared toward provid-
ing athletes with professional
technique and guidance. His
business challenges included ad-
vice in expansion within the
company’s operations, process
improvement and resource allo-
cation decisions. Hammond’s
consultation was awesome, he

said. “It was great to have this ex-
perience one-on-one to address
my specific problems.”

Grateful Gatherings co-
founder Chris Flitter, along with
co-founder Donna Somerville,
whose nonprofit provides furni-
ture and home accessories for
people transitioning from home-
lessness, needed a growth plan
business strategy. “This has been
amazing! We have a lot of great
ideas, and we’ll need to imple-
ment them. We’re walking away
with incredible ideas that don’t
feel overwhelming and a task list
that can be broken into quarters.”

Keith Katzman, owner of
Keith Katzman Real Estate, was
instructed to revamp previously
inherited information from for-
mer owners of the firm he pur-
chased. Said Katzman, “They
pointed out a lot of key places
where there was incorrect infor-
mation. I need to start from
scratch.”

Student undergrad Aly
Henry, majoring in business ana-
Iytics and economics, was thrilled
about the experience she re-
ceived. “T'had a lot of fun apply-
ing what we learned in account-
ing classes. I'm excited to work
with and help these businesses.
That’s the field I want to get into.”

Carly Turner, besides being a
shooting guard on the SMC
women’s basketball team, is a
grad student earning her MBA.
“This is one of the first things I've
been exposed to from a small
business standpoint. This experi-
ence has got me thinking about
maybe getting into consulting.”

All participants were asked
to fill out an assessment survey
following the four-hour consulta-
tion program. There was no re-
quirement to stay in touch, how-
ever; if any owner needed follow-
up support, team members could
continue to remain accessible.
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Community gathers to cheer
Special Olympics
student-athletes

... continued from Page A1l

Acalanes senior Alex Fell-
ner has been a great supporter
of this event and she brought a
personal understanding as to
what this event means: “I was
in leadership and I volunteered
for it as a freshman and volun-
teered for it every year since
then. I have a cousin with
Down syndrome. She never got
to compete in anything like this
and it’s great to watch kids be
able to compete in these events.
My favorite part is the opening
ceremony when the athletes
walk out there with their team-
mates and the signs for their
schools. They are so excited
just to compete whether they
win or not.”

Ethan Slovick, a student at
Stanley Middle School, partici-
pated in several events and
spoke with great joy about the
event: “I had a lot of fun. Idid
some training with running
and throwing the softball and
javelin and I got to meet new
people.” His favorite part of
the day? “Running to the finish
line.”

Carter Tuckerman, also
from Stanley, enjoyed the day:
“The best part was running
super-fast. I met new people
and threw the softball and
javelin. I'had five of my friends
here and I like the fans rooting
for me.”

Gio Garrett, another Stan-
ley student, had a lot of fun
participating in the events: “I
enjoyed running the races and
the long jump. I don’t like other
sports. 1did train a lot. I
worked on my jumping on the
trampoline. I made a lot of
friends and it’s just been a
great day for me.”

Tony Ohlson, the life skills
teacher and coach for the Mi-
ramonte High School team,
brought 12 athletes to Acalanes:
“The kids really look forward to
the event. We also participate
in soccer in the fall, basketball
in the winter and this event.
The kids love it and in partici-
pating, they have a connection
with the other athletes.”

One of his students, Fox
Gerungan, spoke of what it
meant: “I am excited about the
event. I run track and just love
any sport and get to meet other
athletes.”

Ember Bailey whose sons
Tobin (Stanley Middle School)
and Jonah (Acalanes) have par-
ticipated in these meets for
years said: “They are confi-
dence boosters for them. They
are around their typical peers
and their classroom peers and
have a lot of fun with it. They
talk about it for weeks before it
happens. It’s a family event for
us and it’s a very grounding
event for the parents. It’s just
awesome to see the support
that the community and the

school brings. They cheer each
other on and they make friends
from the other schools. It’s like
a family reunion for the par-
ents as well.”

Robyn Dobruck, whose son
Sam has Down syndrome and
is a first-grader at Burton Val-
ley, very much appreciates the
support he gets from his school:
“I'm thrilled to see Sam’s first
grade class here along with his
fourth-grade buddies who help
the first-graders read and
helped train Sam. Sam is just
running and responding to the
energy here.”

It’s not just the parents and
students that volunteered for
this event. Members of the po-
lice departments from
Lafayette, Pinole, Danville and
San Ramon were on hand and
gave out the ribbons to all of
the athletes.

Acalanes trainer Chris
Clark put in a yeoman’s effort,
spending the entire day over a
grill, wearing an apron with
the title “The Meat Team” at the
Acalanes snack shack, prepar-
ing sandwiches for sale to the
public: “I've been doing the
barbecuing for the last 12 years
at this and various other events
at Acalanes. Ihave had differ-
ent volunteers each year - it’s
like the passing of the spatula.
All of our profits go back into
the Special Olympics.”

Dick Callahan, who has
been the Oakland A’s public
address announcer for the past
16 years, has been voluntarily
serving as the announcer at
events like this one for the past
20 years. In explaining so elo-
quently and emotionally why
Special Olympics means so
much to him and everyone else
who was in attendance in per-
son or in spirit should strike
home for everyone: “My an-
swer is, What is not special
about Special Olympics? Ilove
what the kids do and how they
compete and how the parents
take care of them and get them
out in the community. It’s an
amazing thing to watch. People
may have restrictions in their
lives but you can’t tell that
when they’re competing. They
have a heart, a will and a de-
sire and wouldn’t it be nice if
we all had that. It’s been a
wonderful experience for me
and I love being here.”

Roberti spoke highly of
how well things were run:
“Working with Katherine Wal-
ton, who was fantastic, every-
thing ran very smoothly. The
kids were hot, but happy. The
event gets better and better
each year. We are looking for-
ward to returning to Acalanes
next year. It’s a huge under-
taking but it always ends up
being a great event with lots of
kids and we very much appre-
ciate Acalanes hosting this
event.”

Wilder things

.. continued from Page A7

Extensive signage is being
planned to clarify the parking
situation, and the city agreed
to provide robust parking en-
forcement, as Wilder resi-
dents complained about
safety and convenience issues
surrounding the play fields.
Orinda plans to hire four new
parking enforcement officers,
who will focus largely on the
play fields and Wilder Road,
especially during evenings
and weekends when parking
in downtown Orinda is not
restricted and the play fields
are actively in use. The offi-
cers will have the authority to
issue citations. In addition,
according to city staff, bad
behavior by teams who use
the play fields can be ad-
dressed by better communi-
cation of the rules to the
teams. Repeated infractions
may lead to loss of privileges,
according to Director of Parks
and Recreation Todd Trimble.

The city council also fi-
nalized the extension of the
subdivision improvement
agreement for Wilder to Dec.
31, 2020. The main reason for
the extension is to allow for

the installation of sidewalks.
The developer wishes to in-
stall the sidewalks as each
home is finished, thereby
avoiding damage to sidewalks
during construction, and the
city found that sufficient se-
curity exists to cover the in-
stallation of the sidewalks
should the developer default.
In addition, there are sev-
eral Wilder-related items on
the new draft capital im-
provement plan for fiscal
years 2019-23. These projects
include a fix for the acoustic
problem at the Art and Gar-
den Center, estimated at about
$70,000, to be funded by the
Wilder community mainte-
nance endowment fund, park
dedication fund and/or facil-
ity preservation fund. An-
other project to be funded by
the Wilder community main-
tenance endowment fund is
the replacement of the grass
turf at Wilder field number
three. The current fescue
grass will be replaced with
hardier Bermuda grass. An
additional parking lot for the
Art and Garden Center is
added as an unfunded pro-
ject. The project is not fully
planned at this stage.
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Citizen of the Year — Fred Well

... continued from Page A11

Cathy Cutler and George Es-
cutiar, representing Assembly
Member Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
and State Sen. Steve Glazer re-
spectively, likened Weil to “the
female lead from ‘Oklahoma’ -
I'm just a girl who can’t say no!”

Speeches from friends fol-
lowed with Dick Olsen com-
menting, “He is so incredibly and
uniquely deserving of this
award. Things were not always
easy during the times he served
on various boards. Doing the

right thing during tough times is
a mark of good public service.
He was always extremely cour-
teous and treated everyone with
respect. He makes us proud to be
Moragans.” Another longtime
friend, Stan Holcenberg, ac-
knowledged, “Fred’s greatest ac-
complishment are his three chil-
dren. His values and integrity
are what makes him special.”
Weil’s wife said, “I'm very
pleased and proud of him. It’s
great to celebrate good things!”
Weil’s children and grandchil-
dren prepared a humorously

scripted slideshow spanning
over 50 years of his life ending
with, “We know we always have
your support.” Amidst tearful
hugs and kisses, Weil ap-
proached the podium to say a
few words to end the evening.

“I didn’t get here on my
own. My successes were group
successes.” Stating that his expe-
riences were priceless, Weil
ended with, “Each of us, through
volunteering work, can make a
difference. Good night and be
safe.”

A Stro” Down Rcstaurant Row

Presented by

LAFAYETT
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Amarin Thai
Amphora Nueva
Barranco

Batch & Brine
BevMo!

Chow Lafayette
Coffee Shop

Diablo Foods featuring
itty bitty bakeshoppe*
izzyA's Frozen Custard
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Samplc 25+ Restaurants | _ive Music Walk or T ake the [Tree Shuttle

The Cooperage American Grille

New location! 3525 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

{3 @TheBank

Thank you to our Participating Restaurants/Businesses

The Hideout Kitchen*
Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa*
Lavash

Locanda Positano

Mangia Ristorante & Pizzeria
Metro Lafayette

Patxi’s Pizza

PauseNow Meditation Bus
Philz Coffee

Pizza Antica

Rancho Cantina
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REVE Bistro

Sideboard Neighborhood
Kitchen & Coffee Bar

Solano Jewelry
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Urban Remedy

Uncle Yu's

Vitality Bowls*

Zoonie's
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served at JPG@TheBank
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

y www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

]
@ =

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC,
General Contractor

ﬂ \f:r'r-.l.ud C qdjju:mu

DESIGMN * HEH%I’-’-J—Ith.-l'ﬁT.a.ll TP

925-3?6-1113_"

Lic § 574453

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial ® Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
#He

Lic.#C10-631523
L

Professional Installation of: —_
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade

Sole Proprietor

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Jeff Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

I | Redwing Place,

' (925) 683-2600

Lynda@lyndasnell.com | Jeff@jeffsnell.com
CalBRE@0 333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

60 Wandel Drive, Moraga
$1,495,000

www. 60Wande| com

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource
(925) 765-8700

CalBRE#00700106

218 Willowbrook Lane,

www.2 | 8Willowbrook.com

Village

ASSOCIATES

Letters to the editor

Painted Rock — Does Moraga
want it?

Seems as though many residents
favor donating $100,000 of city
funds toward its purchase. Why
then did the Moraga city council
vote against the donation?

The city council, as their
elected representatives, did what
the community expects them to
do. Using their experience and
understanding, they voted based
upon what they believe to be in
the best interest of their Town.
In this case, weighing the two al-
ternatives was difficult, because
each is extremely important to
the community. On the one
hand, was 'donating toward the
purchase and preservation of a

unique piece of land as open
space'. The other alternative was
'fiscal responsibility’, an ever
present challenge. The Moraga
City council voted 3 to 2 in favor
of fiscal responsibility.

Okay, let's not lose sight of
the 'Forest for the Trees'. Given,
the city council cannot accom-
plish both alternatives at this
time, let the solution come from
the collective efforts of Moraga
residents and their friends
throughout Lamorinda and the
greater area.

This is a one time opportu-
nity to purchase and preserve
land that will provide recre-
ational opportunities for current
and future generations. The
window will close May 31.

Some folks in Moraga are exe-
cuting a plan to contact all resi-
dents. I will be contacting the
chicken families in Lamorinda,
feeling assured that they will
support this task of raising
$100,000.

Only 200 friends at $500
each, and the goal of $100,000 is
reached!

Finally, I will donate $500, being
confident that another 199 will
join me, in doing likewise.

To make a donation, visit
http://jmlt.org.

Yes, we can! Preserve the
land, and exercise fiscal
responsibility.

Papa John Kiefer
The 'chicken man', Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include
the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up
to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Share your thoughts, insights and
opinions with your community. Send a letter to
the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

THE ADDRESS IS LAMORINDA
THE EXPERIENCE IS ALAIN PINEL

LAFAYETTE $2,199,000

1 Casa de Cima | 6bd/4.5ba
Karen Richardson Group | 925.639.3904
License # 01407557

LAFAYETTE $1,675,000

1242 Sunrise Ridge Drive | 4bd/3.5ba
Bill Finnegan | 925.984.6575
License # 00458343

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area
Including Orinda 925.258.1111

LAFAYETTE $1,995,000

883 Las Trampas Road | 5bd/4ba

Carolyn Way | 925.890.4115
License # 00947460

ORINDA $1,150,000

412 Wovenwood | 3bd/2.5ba
Ruth Eddy | 925.788.5449
License # 1313819

LAFAYETTE $1,950,000

3485 Stage Coach Drive | 4bd/3ba
Jim Colhoun | 925.200.2795
License # 1029160

1521 Moraga Way | 2bd/2ba
Lori Legler | 925.286.1244
License # 00805132
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Pop-Up Bach — be surprised by classical music downtown
IR

.

Photo Tony Striplen

Gold Coast Chamber Players’ Pamela Freund-Striplen pops

up for Bach!
By Sophie Braccini

According to the National En-
dowment for the Arts, be-
tween 1982 and 2002, the por-
tion of concert goers under 30
fell from 27 percent to 9 per-
cent. Go to a classical music
concert today and most of
what you see in the audience
is a sea of grey. Classic music
FM notes that reasons why
millennials do not like classi-
cal music include that it is
long and requires a long at-
tention span, and that concert
halls are no place for flat
whites or leaf-decorated lattes.
But Lafayette resident and di-
rector of the Gold Coast
Chamber Players, Pamela
Freund-Striplen, is about to
shift that paradigm, at least on
the Lamorinda scale, by offer-
ing fun and dynamic perfor-
mances to residents in loca-
tions they would least expect.
Her program is called Pop-Up
Bach; expect to be delighted in
public spaces between May 14
and 18.

The series is envisioned as
a surprise to the community
and Freund-Striplen expects
that most of the spectators will
just experience it without

preparation. There is
nonetheless a program for
those who do not want to miss
that opportunity to enjoy or
discover classical music in un-
likely settings, little chunks at
a time. The series will start at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 14
during the Taste of Lafayette
when the Little Stars Trio will
play very appropriately at the
Jennifer Perlmutter pop-up
gallery in the bank at 3525 Mt.
Diablo Blvd. Then on Wednes-
day, May 15 Freund-Striplen
herself will play her viola at
the Three-Quarter Century
Luncheon from 11:50 a.m. to
noon in Orinda with Amy
Likar on flute (this concert is
for the seniors attending the
annual luncheon offered to
those 75 years old and better).
Likar will continue playing
that same day at Diablo Foods
from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m., and
that evening Freund-Striplen
will play for her yoga class at
8:15 p.m. at Moraga 24 Hour
Fitness. On Thursday, May 16
Rachel Stokol, viola, will play
from 4 to 4:45 p.m. at Orchard
Nursery in Lafayette, and will
continue accompanied by
Freund-Striplen at Clocks Etc.
from 5 to 5:30 p.m. Finally, on

Friday, May 17 violinist Chili
Ekman will play from 4:30 to
5:30 p.m. in the Roundup Sa-
loon parking lot.
Freund-Striplen encour-
ages people to get a card at the
first miniconcert and get it
stamped at each venue, then
redeem the cards for goodie
bags at the Gold Coast concert
on Saturday night, May 18 at
the Lafayette Library between
6:30 and 7:30 p.m. That night
Gold Coast is welcoming the
Telegraph Quartet, a group
described by the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle in 2017 as “...
an incredibly valuable addi-
tion to the cultural landscape”
and “powerfully adept ... with
a combination of brilliance
and subtlety.” The Telegraph
Quartet has received numer-
ous international awards and
played all over the world; it
was awarded the prestigious
Walter W. Naumburg Cham-
ber Music Award in 2016. On
May 18 the group of young
musicians will play the String
Quartet in D major by Felix

Mendelssohn, the String
Quartet in E-flat by Antonin
Dvorak, and the Quintet in D
major, k.593 by W.A. Mozart.
Freund-Striplen said that
organizing this free mini-
concert series was quite a bit
of work, but also really fun.
She has always incorporated
education with the work of the
Gold Coast Chamber Players,
working with local middle and

high schools; she is now on a
new mission to change peo-
ple’s minds about classical
music. She wants to reach a
newer audience and to keep
on sharing. Her hope is that
there will be more of these
pop-up mini concerts, as she
wants to make it one of Lam-
orinda’s on-going cultural at-
tractions.
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Orinda Garden Club spring tour
raises funds for good causes

By Sora O'Doherty

Five private gardens in Orinda
and Lafayette will be open to
viewing from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
May 9 by those who take the
Orinda Garden Club’s spring
tour, “A Spring Garden Stroll,”
which benefits the Club’s
Orinda beautification projects,
horticultural scholarships,
conservation projects, bou-
quets for patients at the Con-
tra Costa Regional Medical
Center in Martinez, and much
more.

Garden One - In a tiny
corner of Orindawoods sits a
jewel box garden that delights
year-round. Originally, the
main garden on the side of the
house was at the same grade
as the family room and con-
tained a large exposed aggre-
gate patio with a wood retain-
ing wall that extended the
length of the house on the op-
posite side of the garden. The
deck on the back of the house
was much smaller and did not
connect with the main garden.
By extending the deck around
the corner to meet the main
patio, the garden was greatly
enlarged and now wraps
around the house in an easy
flow. Pots with seasonal color
and lighting add drama to this
beautiful little courtyard.

Garden Two - Substantial
changes have been made to
this garden. The owner loves
the contemporary lines of the
house and wanted the garden
to reflect her taste as well as
be a backdrop to a stunning
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art collection, especially the
word “Always” that is spelled
out on the hillside. To trans-
form the new garden into a
contemporary space, the
owner chose large porcelain
tiles and set them off against
boulders and small rocks for a
complex, bold and dramatic
effect. Drought tolerant plants
dominate the garden, espe-
cially on the slope, and pro-
vide texture and color. The
restraint used in the composi-
tion makes the architecture
the focus.

Garden Three (Eugene
O’Neill House) - Once a huge
expanse of weeds ringed with
small olive trees, the front
garden was a fairly blank slate
when the owners purchased
this majestic property. After
an extensive remodel of the
house, the owners took on a
landscaping project to reflect
their love of roses, simplicity
and elegance. With the instal-
lation of the two driveway
gates and simple fencing, the
front was transformed into a

safe, private and flower-filled
garden. You will find a range
of plants in the garden includ-
ing fruitless olive trees, ice-
berg tree roses, nepeta, floral
carpet roses, boxwood, sweet
olive, rose Sally Holmes,
Camellias, beauty berry and
citrus trees.

Garinden Four - Shortly
after purchasing their home,
the owners began remodeling
the home and the garden to-
gether. They reoriented the
driveway to the far side of the
house and located a new
swimming pool and large en-
tertainment area where the
driveway was, making the
most of the dramatic slope
down the property toward the
road. The large olive trees fit
the scale of the landscape and
create a Mediterranean
theme. Roses, rosemary, crepe
myrtles and agaves on the
slope above the pool provide
color and interest. From the
fire pit midway up the slope,
you can enjoy the views of the
rolling hills to the West.

Garden Five — Charmed
by the gorgeous Black, Valley
and Live oak trees and filtered
light, the owners fell in love
with this property at first
sight. A hillside woodland
shade garden provides sea-
sonal cut flowers year-round.
In the front garden, the own-
ers replaced the standard
lawn with a native lawn sub-
stitute which uses less water
and supports local pollinators.
Boxwood globes add structure
along with a sense of whimsy.
In place of screening and
shrub material, the owners
brought in a variety of ferns to
supplement the existing tree
ferns and numerous types of
fragrant shrubs which are a
feast for the senses.

In addition to visiting the
gardens, visitors can enjoy a
garden boutique with multi-
ple vendors. Tickets for the
tour, which cost $50, are
available at Orinda Books,
McDonnell Nursery, and Or-
chard Nursery, as well as on
the tour website (see below).
The tour is sponsored by En-
chanting Planting and The
Beaubelle Group Compass
Real Estate.

Info: Purchase tickets online at http://orindagc.org.

Pathways add interest in Orinda gardens' -
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Workin’ on the (transcontinental)
railroad — history comes alive in St.

P’s new community center

By Pippa Fisher

The brand new St. Perpetua
Community Center is hosting
a unique, free presentation to
mark the 150th anniversary
of the completion of the
Transcontinental Railroad.
Highly accomplished and
awarded engineer and public
speaker, not to mention for-
mer Lafayette resident, Paul
Giroux will be giving his pre-
sentation at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
May 5.

In a written description
of his presentation Giroux
describes the significance of
the engineering feat. “The
Transcontinental Railway,
completed in May 1869 is an
important chapter not only in
civil engineering but in the
history of the United States.”

Giroux’s presentation will
cover the challenges of build-
ing the Transcontinental
Railroad, means and methods
used in building it, the contri-
butions it offered the civil en-
gineering profession and its
importance to growth and
development in the U.S.

For four decades Giroux

Photos provided

has worked with Kiewit Cor-
poration on a wide variety of
notable heavy civil engineer-
ing projects including the
new Bay Bridge. He has pre-
sented more than 200 lec-
tures, both in the U.S. and in-
ternationally, and has won
many awards. He was in-
ducted into the Iowa State
University Construction Engi-
neering Hall of Fame in 2018.
Giroux explains, “Seeking
opportunity, adventurous
Americans began migrating
to the west coast of North
America in the first half of the
19th century. With the first
wagon trains of settlers leav-
ing Independence, Missouri
in 1836 they would embark
on an arduous five-month
journey.” Giroux explains
how interest in safe and
speedy passage to the Pacific
Coast grew, and with the dis-
covery of gold in California at
Sutter’s Mill east of Sacra-
mento in 1848, California be-
came the 31st state admitted
into the Union in 1850.
Giroux continues, “Ex-
ploratory surveys would need
to be performed to find a fea-
sible route through a terrain

many said was impossible to
cross. Even as the United
States was embroiled in a
Civil War (1861-1865), Abra-
ham Lincoln had the courage
to start building a transconti-
nental railroad that would
help unite all of America in
1862. There would be two
mighty forces; the Central Pa-
cific Railroad marching east
from Sacramento, and the
Union Pacific Railroad
marching west from Omaha,
building a 1,776 mile-long
railroad of unprecedented
scale through rugged and
hostile country, to a meeting
point not yet known.”

Earlier this year, Giroux
was a featured speaker at the
Transcontinental Railroad
150th Anniversary Sympo-
sium in Sacramento and has
spoken at several other mile-
stone celebrations over the
years, including as the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineer-
ing Chairman and featured
speaker for the Brooklyn
Bridge 125th Celebration in
New York and at the 75th an-
niversary of the Hoover Dam.
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Community “pack-out” party to help
homeless students

By Diane Claytor

Living in a community of
million-plus dollar homes,
winter ski trips to Tahoe and
summer family vacations to
Hawaii, Europe or Disney-
land, it’s often easy to forget
that not everyone is so for-
tunate. In fact, in the Mt. Di-
ablo Unified School District,
with schools only a short
drive away from Lamor-
inda’s bucolic communities,
there are 650 homeless stu-
dents. That’s 650 children
without their own bedroom,
many without an actual roof
over their heads; some are
living temporarily with fam-
ily or friends, some are in
shelters, others are sleeping
in cars.

When Sharon McGinnis
Girdlestone, an Orinda mom
and entrepreneur with an
amazingly huge heart,
learned about this, she found
it “shocking and heart-
wrenching” and knew she
had to do something to help
these children. She spoke
with Sandra Wohali, admin-
istrator of MDUSD’s Home-
less Outreach Program for
Education (HOPE), then
talked with local nonprofit
agencies and friends, who
then contacted their friends
and soon a movement was
born.

Wohali confirmed what
McGinnis Girdlestone as-
sumed: most of these stu-
dents can’t afford hygiene
items and often come to
school without bathing or
brushing their teeth.

“People in this commu-
nity are so generous,”
McGinnis Girdlestone noted.
“Once you tell them about a
need, they’re happy to jump
in and do something.” And
so many already have.

With the goal of provid-
ing every one of those 650
homeless students a back-
pack filled with a toothbrush
and toothpaste, deodorant,
hairbrush, and cleaning

wipes, Lamorinda residents
are eagerly contributing to
the project. Moraga’s Court-
ney Brockmeyer, CEO of Syd-
ney Paige backpacks, pro-
vided the backpacks; 500
toothbrushes were recently
received and “one parent
donated 1,500 body washes
and lotions,” McGinnis
Girdlestone proudly noted.
But there’s still a lot more
needed.

As of April 26, only 38
percent of the goal had been
reached. “We’re asking peo-
ple to sponsor as many items
as they can so that we not
only provide full hygiene kits
to all 650 homeless students,
but also help them feel loved,
cared for and believed in,”
McGinnis Girdlestone wrote.
The hope is to also have a
personally written note of
encouragement included in
each backpack.

It’s so easy to do: simply
go to sydney-
paige.roonga.com and
choose the products you'd
like to purchase for this very
worthwhile endeavor.
McGinnis Girdlestone ac-
knowledges that these prod-
ucts are a higher quality
than ones you may typically
find at the local dollar store
because, she said, “These
kids deserve to have some-
thing a little nicer than a
simple plastic toothbrush.”

On May 9 from 4 to 7
p-m., there will be a “com-
munity pack-out party” to
place all the items into the
backpacks and write brief
caring notes. A very gener-
ous Orinda homeowner is
offering her Wilder home for
this gathering and partici-
pants are encouraged to
bring their children to help
with the assembly. To sign
up for the “pack out party,”
email McGinnis Girdlestone
at sharon.mcgin-
nis@gmail.com. “We’ll have
a blast giving back together
as a community,” she
promises.

CLINIQUE
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Moraga Troop 234’s new Eagle

Scouts

Photo Jim Babson

From left: Benjamin Hinchliff, Nicholas Faoro, Alex Mangoba, Mason Roesch,
Stephen Chilimidos, Jack Saroni, and Andrew Babson.

Submitted by Nancy
Chilimidos

Moraga Boy Scout Troop 234 honored
seven new Eagle Scouts at its Eagle
Court of Honor April 13 at St. Monica
Catholic Church. Eagle is the highest
rank in the Boy Scouts of America, and
one that is reached by fewer than 4
percent of Boy Scouts nationwide. The
road to Eagle involves resiliency, re-
sponsibility, community service, and
leadership. Scouts progress from the
initial rank of Scout, to Tenderfoot,
Second Class, First Class, Star, and Life,
which entail mastering new skills and
successfully completing requirements
for each rank; additionally, the scout
must participate in service projects
and hold positions of responsibility
within the troop.

To achieve Eagle, the scout must
meet these foundational requirements
and earn at least 21 Merit Badges in
the areas of Leadership, Outdoor
Skills, and Community Service. Addi-
tionally, the Eagle candidate must hold
a leadership position for at least 180
days after achieving Life rank, as well
as develop, direct, and execute a com-
munity service Eagle project. Each of
these Eagle Scouts, who all attend
Campolindo High School, have not
only met the national scouting re-
quirements, but have been active
leaders in building the camaraderie
and unity that exemplify Troop 234,
which is led by Scoutmaster Jeff Price.

Andrew Babson, a senior, power-
washed, sanded, and finished the
benches and planters at Joaquin Mor-
aga Intermediate School, as well as re-
placed the planter bedding.

Senior Stephen Chilimidos collab-

orated with Soles4Souls, Inc. and or-
ganized a shoe drive, where he col-
lected new and gently-used shoes over
a three-week period; he received
about 400 pairs of shoes that ulti-
mately were shipped to Haiti.

Nicholas Faoro, a junior, located
an old wooden rowboat in Sonoma
that he refurbished into a sandbox,
which required scraping off the old
paint, replacing damaged parts, sand-
ing, priming, painting, and then filling
the boat with sand and toys for St.
Mark’s Preschool in Orinda.

Sophomore Benjamin Hinchliff
resurrected and repaired approxi-
mately 60 music stands for Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School, clearing
the unusable stands in the practice
rooms, and renovating the aging
stands, before assembling a repair kit
to enable continued maintenance by
the students.

Alex Mangoba, a senior, created 10
full-sized signs for the Lafayette
Reservoir, by sanding, cutting, assem-
bling, then digging, planting and
cement-mixing them along the Rim
Trail.

Senior Mason Roesch removed an
old shelving structure in the Oakland
hills and built a new shed in its place,
which included using gravel as a water
drainage system in order to increase
the shed’s resistance to the elements;
this project benefited Friends of Sausal
Creek.

Jack Saroni, a senior, built a large
drop-box designed to hold three book
carts that will be used to receive book
donations when the Moraga Library is
closed; the project was done through
the Moraga Parks and Recreations de-
partment for the library.

anywhere else for that matter.

Services were held on April 22.
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David Reuben Iventosch
May 12, 1929 — April 16, 2019

avid Reuben Iventosch passed away on

April 16 at his home in Lafayette at the age
of 89, just a few weeks before his 90th birthday.
Although he ultimately lost his battle with cancer,
his final days were filled with well wishes and
visits from his close friends and family.

David was born on May 12, 1929 in
Berkeley to Dora and Samuel Iventosch. He
grew up in Berkeley, and was both a star athlete
and class president at Berkeley High School.
While he wasn’t busy with studies, sports and
school politics, he spent his time winning over
the affections of his soon-to-be wife, Dolores.
He went on to attend the University of California where he studied business and
played on the freshman basketball team.

David left Cal after two years to help run the family business when his father
suffered a serious illness. Soon after that he started Freeway Variety, a retail
store in Montclair that became a fixture in that community. He was a member of
numerous business associations and he and his store became famous for being the
spot that had everything you couldn’t find at the grocery or hardware store - or

David and Dolores had four children: Shira, Kirk, Leonard, and Lori. He
was a fixture at the kids” and grandkids’ sporting events and ventured into the
backcountry of the Sierras and Frank Church Wilderness until his mid-70s. And
while he was an outstanding athlete, his true passion was music and the arts. He
was a master flute player and singer, playing and singing until very recently.

David was preceded in death by his wife of 60 years, Dolores, and is
succeeded by his four children, thirteen grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Please submit stories and story ideas to:
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Several Lamorinda Odyssey of
the Mind teams head to World
Championship Competition

[
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Campolindo freshmen team to compete in Odyssey of the Mind World
Championships. From left: Coach Cynthia Granicher, Jacqui Huebner, Olivia
House, Amrita Malhotra, Madison Lee, Caroline Botsford, Marshall Franklin,

Daniel Granicher, Coach Matt Franklin
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Glorietta Elemantary (Leonardo's Workshop), top, from left: Calla Garrett,

Callum Glynn, Reese Akel, Claire Casado; bottom: Taylor Stevens, Kaia Bonham

Submitted by Rich Render
and Andrea Akel

Two Campolindo Odyssey of the Mind
teams, both sponsored by Moraga Ro-
tary, and four Orinda teams advanced
to the World Finals to be held in
Michigan at the end of May. One of the
Campo teams, made up of sopho-
mores, is competing at Worlds for the
third straight year.

Odyssey of the Mind is a creative
problem-solving program for K-12 kids
that engages students in their learning
by encouraging them to think outside
the box. Teams made up of 5-7 mem-
bers have to solve problems (anything
from building vehicles to presenting
their own interpretation of literary
classics) and present their solution to
the problem to judges in an 8-minute
skit. In addition, there is a sponta-
neous problem that the team has to
solve on the day of the competition,
which also contributes to the team's
score. Coaches and parents are pro-
hibited to help out or suggest ideas to
the team members in solving their
problem.

The Glorietta Elementary team,
solved a problem entitled "Leonardo's
Workshop" where they had to recreate
three of Leonardo Da Vinci's works. In
one case, the team had to use an un-
conventional material to recreate one
of LDV's paintings, so they dyed
crushed eggshells.

The other elementary level team
(members were from different schools
so they competed under Orinda Ro-

tary), had to build an 8-inch structure
made entirely of balsa wood and glue,
weighing no more than 15 grams,
which then had to support as much
weight as possible. The team's struc-
ture supported 640 pounds.

The other two teams, also compet-
ing under Orinda Rotary, were made
up of students attending various high
schools and middle schools, both com-
peting at the high school level. One of
teams had to build a vehicle to be rid-
den by two of the team members,
which had to be disassembled and re-
assembled multiple times during the 8
minutes, and fit into a suitcase.

Meanwhile, the fourth Orinda
team chose a problem that required
them to make a mechanical creature
that hid in plain sight. The creature
had to change appearance three times,
each time in a different way, to avoid
being detected by a Searcher Charac-
ter trying to find it.

This year, 144 teams participated
in the SF Bay Regional tournament.
Out of 13 participating Moraga Rotary
teams, three advanced to the NorCal
State tournament, held in Santa Rosa
on March 30, and then the two Cam-
polindo teams advanced to the World
finals. A total of 22 teams from Orinda
competed in the Odyssey of the Mind
Regional competition in early March.
Of those, seven teams advanced to the
State Competition, where four of the
seven Orinda teams advanced to the
World Finals.

Info: www.odysseyofthemind.com

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service
organizations to submit news and information about their activities.
Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the
subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or
graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from
Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to
250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.
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Edward 'Slip’' Madigan — an innovative figure from Moraga’s

football past

By John T. Miller

In his recent book, “The In-
credible Slip Madigan,” Oak-
land writer Dave Newhouse
resurrects an almost forgotten
figure from Moraga's past,
chronicling the achievements
of one of the most innovative
football coaches and racon-
teurs of the game's early
history.

In his 19 years of coaching
at Saint Mary's College from
1921-39, Madigan compiled a
record of 117-45-12. More im-
portantly, however, Madigan
was primarily responsible for
relocating the college from
Oakland, where it was known
as "The Brickpile," with a stu-
dent body of 60 students, to
the bucolic fields of Moraga in
1928. His ability to get SMC on
the national map helped
transform the small time col-
lege into a nationally known
powerhouse and attracted
some of the nation's top col-
lege recruits.

Madigan played for Knute
Rockne at Notre Dame and
was a teammate of the famous
George ("Win one for the Gip-
per") Gipp. In the season be-
fore Madigan took over at
SMC, the team lost to Cal by a
score of 127-0. The next year

Madigan's team lost by only
21-0, shaving 106 points off
the deficit. This presaged
many years of competitive
football against some of the
top teams in the country.

Madigan was an innova-
tor, essentially inventing the
"chalk talk," spring ball, and
the training table. He was the
first coach to travel cross-
country by train, playing and
defeating national power-
house Fordham University in
their first of many encounters.
Later, he was the first to travel
to Hawaii - by ship — to play
military teams on the island
before it was a state. In addi-
tion, he was flashy, dressing
the team in silk rather than
the customary khaki.

Before signing his con-
tract with Saint Mary's, Madi-
gan astutely stipulated that he
would get 10 percent of the
gate at the football games.
This amounted to far more
than his salary, and provided
a healthy income for the fam-
ily — even during the
Depression.

In addition to his great
success on the gridiron, the
indefatigable Madigan also
coached basketball, baseball,
and - eventually — boxing,
while carrying a full-time

teaching load. While he never
lived in the Lamorinda area,
Newhouse notes that Madigan
must have had plenty of
sleepovers in Moraga due to
his long hours and the difficult
ride home to Oakland, since
the Caldecott Tunnel hadn't
been built yet.

After he was fired from
his coaching job at SMC,
Madigan's joint degree in law
and architecture from Notre
Dame served him well, as he
built a million dollar business
building homes in central
Contra Costa County.

According to Newhouse,
one of the pleasures in writing
the book was to discover the
many phenomenal athletes of
the day. “I had never heard
the names of some of these
players who were the super
stars of their day. They would
be truly remarkable in any
era."

Newhouse's research into
the book was aided by access
to the family's exhaustive col-
lection of scrapbooks detailing
the team's records and ac-
complishments. Slip Madi-
gan's son, Edward, who lives
in the same Oakland house he
grew up in, was instrumental
in providing the information.

While Madigan's body is

buried at nearby St. Mary's
Cemetery in Oakland, the
book provides details that his
spirit is still very much felt on
campus. One chapter late in
the book chronicles many
sightings of Madigan's ghostly
presence. Also mentioned is a
story of a major remodeling
project in the administration
offices, where the door to the
huge safe had to be removed
during construction. When
crews returned the following
morning, the door was back
on and locked, and none of the
combinations on record would
work until an older Brother
suggested they try Madigan's
old combination. It worked.

Newhouse, a retired
sports writer who worked pri-
marily for the Oakland Tri-
bune, also spent a couple
years at the Contra Costa
Times during the Dean Lesher
era. He has written about
many sports figures from the
past.

One of Newhouse's goals,
especially in this one, is to
bring back to life great con-
tributors from the past who
may be lost to succeeding gen-
erations. "While working on
this story, hardly anyone I
spoke to had any knowledge of
Slip Madigan," he says.

There are plenty of houses
that Madigan built in the Cen-
tral Contra Costa County, but
none of them were as endur-
ing or substantial as Saint
Mary's College, which Madi-
gan is credited as helping to
create, also architecturally, in
Moraga.

Although SMC at times
seems to present an identity
separated from the town, back
in the day when Slip Madigan
held sway, the name of Mor-
aga traveled across the coun-
try with the fame of the Gaels
football team, earning a repu-
tation as fabled as the coach
himself.

"I-l:

Incredible

Thursday cast

Submitted by Hillary
Weiner

Glorietta Elementary School
presents their Spring Musical,
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Jr.”
on May 17 and 18. Based on
the award-winning Broadway
musical and the beloved film,
Glorietta's “Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, Jr.” will capture hearts in
a whole new way, as a fantasti-

cal musical adventure with an
out-of-this-world car that flies
through the air and sails the
sea. The eccentric inventor,
Caractacus Potts, sets about
restoring an old race car with
the help of his children Jeremy
and Jemima. They soon dis-
cover the car is magic, and can
float and take flight. When the
evil Baron Bomburst tries to
take the magic car for himself,

the family joins forces with
Truly Scrumptious and
Grandpa Potts to outwit the
Baron and Baroness and the
villainous Child Catcher. Glori-
etta’s “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,
Jr.” is sure to be an amazing
stage spectacle filled with un-
forgettable songs that the au-
dience will find “Truly
Scrumptious.”

This production of “Chitty

Music set and tech crew

Chitty Bang Bang, Jr.” is di-
rected by music teacher Ron
Pickett, with the assistance of
parent producer Susan Jordan.
There are two student casts,
comprising approximately 80
students, along with 12 stu-
dents participating in the stu-
dent tech crew. The production
is funded through parent con-
tributions, Glorietta Parents
Club and EFO. “Chitty Chitty

Photos provided

Bang Bang, Jr.” takes place at
Glorietta Elementary School,
15 Martha Road, on Friday,
May 17, at 4 and 7 p.m., and
Saturday, May 18, at 3 and 7
p.m. Tickets for the Friday and
Saturday performances (all re-
served seating) will be avail-
able in advance online at
www.showtix4u.com. Tickets
may also be available at the
door prior to the show.

A little bit of the tropics comes to Moraga

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Garden Club held
its annual Spring Luncheon
April 18 at the Holy Trinity
Cultural Center in Moraga.
True to their name, garden
club members provided mag-
nificent table centerpieces
adhering to this year’s tropi-
cal paradise theme entitled
“Orchids Away.”

The entire room was
bathed with the scent of
multi-colored and varying
species of orchids. A virtual

Photos Vera Kochan
Valerie Lee Ow with her Bouquets to Art re-creation

vacation for the olfactory
glands. Centerpieces involved
displays with boats, leis,

Hawaiian statuary, bird cages,

ornate pottery and even
Easter egg ornaments.

The décor did not out-
shine the club members who
came dressed in outfits bear-
ing flower motifs.

As if all of this wasn’t
enough to prove what the
Moraga Garden Club is all
about, the luncheon’s guest
speaker sent the day’s theme
over the top. Valerie Lee Ow,

proprietor of |. Miller Flowers

and Gifts in Oakland,
whipped up beautiful flower
arrangements with such
speed and precision, the
crowd was left begging for
more.

Ow, a 15-year member of
the Lafayette Garden Club,
has taken over the 49-year-
old helm of her family-owned
florist shop. If any proof was
needed to confirm her skills
as a master florist, Ow’s cre-
ations have been featured in
the de Young Museum’s pres-
tigious Bouquets to Art ex-
hibit for 20 years.

This year’s museum exhi-
bition marks the 35th an-
niversary, and according to
the DeYoung it’s “one of the
Museum’s most popular
events.” It’s a “weeklong dis-
play of floral designs inspired
by the works of art in the de
Young’s galleries.”

Explained Ow, “I didn’t
initially want to do the Bou-
quets to Art, because I'd have
to drive into San Francisco
every day to replenish the
flowers.” This year’s displays
feature the arrangements of
150 designers.

Ow’s assignment this year
is to florally replicate painter
Frederic Edwin Church’s
masterpiece “Rainy Season in
the Tropics.”

“There are no awards or
prizes,” Ow said. “It’s the
thrill of being part of the
event.”

During the luncheon, Ow
recreated several of her pre-
vious Bouquets to Art entries
which her daughter, Jacque-
line Ow,
compared
with copies
of the origi-
nal works of
art.

When
asked how a
florist is
chosen as a
designer for
the special
exhibit, Ow
informed
the
awestruck
assemblage,
“They go
through
your portfo-
lio and visit
your shop to
make sure
that you are
equipped to
handle the
assignment
and that
your cre-
ations won’t
disappoint

the patrons.”

To see OW’s upcoming
creation, visit the Bouquets to
Art exhibit at The de Young
Museum, June 4-9. Advance
tickets are strongly
recommended.

One of several centerpieces created by Moraga
Garden Club members.
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ART

Lamorinda Art Alliance fea-
tured artist Zarmine Aghazar-
ian through May 31 at Dr.
Samadian’s Center for Recon-
struction and Implant, 23
Orinda Way suite 301, Orinda.
There will be a reception from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on April 19. Dr.
Amin Samadian is proud to have
affiliated with the Lamorinda
Arts Alliance for the opportunity
to showcase the artwork of the
organization’s artists and to cel-
ebrate the integration of art,
science and technology.

Valley Art Gallery Announces
“SPLASH,” a new exhibition for
spring running through May 11.
Nothing refreshes an interior
like a splash of original art.
With that in mind the Gallery
has assembled more than 300
fresh pieces for this 70th annual
spring show that are sure to
create a Splash! From abstracts
to zoomorphics to everything in
between, the work represents
the best of the best by East Bay
artists - with all works available
for sale or rent.

Lamorinda Arts Council pre-
sents “Arts Affair,” the second
annual fundraiser from 5 to 8
p-m. on May 29. The event takes
place at the Orinda Library Au-
ditorium and surrounding
rooms at 28 Orinda Way,
Orinda. “Arts Affair” is an ex-
travaganza that showcases a va-
riety of art programs that the
Lamorinda Arts Council and
their Arts Partners bring to the
community. Celebrate with
board members past, present
and future. Standard Tickets:
$25. More Info:
https://lamorindaarts.org/arts-
affair.

May exhibit at the Art Gallery
at the Orinda Library will be Bill
Carmel paintings, Arno Kober
paintings, Kate Chenok ceram-
ics, Kim Wolfe wood turning,
and Ellis Sjoberg wood working.
Exhibit runs from May 1-31, and
the artist reception will be from
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on May 5.
Hours are Monday to Thursday
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday and
Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 23
Orinda Way.

MUSIC

Clerestory presents Songbook
II: More from the Great Ameri-
can Songbook from 4 to 5:30
p-m. on May 12 at David Brower
Center, 2150 Allston Way, Berke-
ley. Clerestory returns to its
popular series of Americana
concerts with African American
spirituals, barbershop, folk
songs, and jazz styles. Cost: $5-
30. For more info see
www.eventbrite.com/e/songbook-
ii-more-from-the-great-
american-songbook-tickets-
49925539633 or email
info@clerestory.org.

By and By Cantare Con Vivo
Chamber Ensemble at 4 p.m. on
May 5 at the Lafayette Christian
Church, 584 Glenside Dr.,
Lafayette. The Cantare Con Vivo
Chamber Ensemble presents an
intimate concert featuring 10
eclectic selections, including
Poulenc’s exquisite a cappella
Mass in G Major. Also included
are Brahm’s Three Gypsy Songs,
two spirituals: By and By, and
Let Us Cheer the Weary Trav-
eler, two popular classics from
the 1930s: I Get Along Without

You Very Well and Ain’t Misbe-
havin’, and other works by
Pearsall, Hawley, Barber, and
Whitacre. Tickets: General $22,
Student $10. Ticket link:
https://cantareconvivo.
secure.force.com/ ticket#sections
_a0FO0B00000J5pM9UAJ.
www.cantareconvivo.org/
upcoming-events.

Drum, Relax and Learn at the
monthly Lamorinda Drum Cir-
cle from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
on Monday, May 6 at Lamorinda
Music, 81 Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. Enjoy learning to
drum in a fun small-group envi-
ronment. Drums are provided.
We meet at this time and place
on the first Monday of each
month. Suggested donation $10-
$20.

Voci Women’s Vocal Ensemble
presents “Northern Lights,” a
concert featuring rich and
rarely performed works by 20th
and 21st century Baltic and
Scandinavian composers, in-
cluding recent works from Swe-
den, Norway, Finland, Latvia
and Estonia. Marked by long,
cold winters and short but

Mvpe

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

Ly
Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

thelumc.org

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

R
<

celebrating our faith « enriching our community « sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for 1K - 8t grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St Stephens Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am
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LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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THE CHURCH L

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Everyone welcome!

Sunday Sacrament Service

at 10AM

Scripture Study &
Youth Programs

3776 Via Granada, Moraga

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL WORSHIP

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in the Center for Ministry

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

ORINDA

Community Chunch

g W, b g B

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
Sunday Service 10:45 am

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

'
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ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM

Mass Times: Daily Mass Monday - Friday 9:00 am

Saturday - Confessions 3:30 - 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM

Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School
Informal Wednesday Meeting
ReadingRoom/Bookstore M-F11-4;Sat.10-12

www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11am
7:30 - 8:30 pm

highly celebrated summers,
these countries’ landscapes are
reflected in their music and po-
etry, with themes of darkness
and light, winter, night, and
stars in the sky. Showtimes at 7
p-m. on May 5 at St. Mary Mag-
dalen Church, 2005 Berryman
Street, Berkeley and on May 11
at St. Perpetua Catholic Church,
3454 Hamlin Road, Lafayette.
Tickets: $25 suggested donation
at the door, $20 advance, $15
students, free for children be-
tween 6-12. Available at the
door; or online from brownpa-
pertickets.com or
WWWw.vocisings.org.

Lafayette Rotary Club’s 25th
Annual Concert at the Res from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on May 11 at
the Lafayette Resevoir. Along
with the great live entertain-
ment, there will be food and
drinks for purchase. It is also
the perfect setting for a picnic
on the lawn, and chairs and
shade tenting will also be pro-
vided. Raffle tickets will be
available for purchase for a
chance to win great prizes in-
cluding weekend getaways. All
proceeds will directly support
the local musical programs fea-
tured and Rotary projects.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra,
under the direction of Conduc-
tor Lawrence Kohl, performs
Beethoven’s Symphony #3
“Eroica” Coriolanus Overture
and “Triple” Concerto with Trio
Foss as soloists. Concerts are at
7:30 p.m. on May 18 at
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church 24 Knox, Lafayette and
at 3 p.m. on May 19 at Bankhead
Theatre, 2400 First Street in Liv-
ermore. Tickets may be pur-
chased online at www.pacific-
chamberorchestra.org and ad-
ditionally for the Livermore
performance by calling or visit-
ing the Bankhead box office
(925) 373-6800 located at 2400
First Street, Livermore or
www.bankheadtheater.org.

Gold Coast Chamber Players
concert ‘Telegraph’ at 7:30 p.m.
on May 18 at Don Tatzin Com-
munity Hall, at the Lafayette Li-
brary. Pre-concert talk 30 min-
utes prior to concert. Tickets:
$45 General, $40 Senior (65+),
$15 Student. Purchase online:
www.gcplayers.org; by phone:
(925) 283-3728.

Stanley Middle School pre-
sents Jazz Cafe from 6 to 10 p.m.
on Friday, May 31 in the Stanley
multi-use room. This is a collab-
orative performance of jazz stu-
dent musicians from Stanley,
Campolindo and Acalanes. Sup-
port the fundraising efforts of
the Stanley Middle School jazz
program and enjoy a memo-
rable evening of music. Food,
raffles and silent auction also
available. Single tickets: re-
served $20 (all ages); unre-
served (at the door; cash only)
up to $15. Donations encour-
aged. Info:
stanleymusic.org/jazz-café.

Cantare Con Vivo closes the
season with adult and children's
choirs on stage, commemorating
the 20th Anniversary of our
Chorale and the Children’s
choral programs at 7:30 p.m. on
June 1 at Lafayette-Orinda Pres-
byterian Church 49 Knox Dr.,
Lafayette. The concert will in-
clude a variety of American mu-
sic, including contemporary,
classical, folk, popular, and
show tunes, in addition to spiri-
tuals and patriotic selections.
Titles include O’ Man River,
Youw’ll Never Walk Alone, Not
One Sparrow, Angel Band, Wa-
ter Night, Please Stay, Seasons of
Love, and many others. Tickets:
General $27.50, Senior $22, $10
Student. Tickets available at the
door or online:
https://cantareconvivo.secure.
force.com/ticket#sections
_a0F0B00000]5pLuUA]

... continued on next Page
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THEATER

Diablo Ballet closes its land-
mark 25th season with Celebrated
Masters, at 8 p.m. on May 3 and at
2 p.m. on May 4, at the Del Valle
Theatre in Walnut Creek. Diablo
Ballet will feature an encore pre-
sentation of Swan Lake Suite, the
romantic Tryst by Val Caniparoli,
and Walk before Talk by KT Nel-
son. Immediately following each
performance, ticket holders are
invited to a dessert and coffee re-
ception where you can meet and
mingle with the dancers. Single
tickets are $15-$47. For tickets,
call (925) 943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org. For
more information, visit
www.diabloballet.org.

California Shakespeare Theater
opens its 2019 summer season
with “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” by William Shakespeare,
playing May 22 through June 16 at
the Bruns Amphitheater in
Orinda. The season launches with
A Pay What You Can performance
on Wednesday, May 22. Tickets
will be available starting at 10
a.m. on the day of each show
through TodayTix (todaytix.com)
and the Cal Shakes Box Office
(calshakes.org or 510.548.9666).

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Please join Friends of Hospice
Orinda for coffee and refresh-
ments followed by a presentation
of the widely popular book “Be-
neath the Scarlet Sky” from 9:30
a.m. to noon on May 3 at Friends
of Hospice, Orinda. The author is
Mark Sullivan who gathered au-
thentic material from the son of
the protagonist, Pino Lella. His
son, Michael Lella, will deliver a
fascinating view of his father dur-
ing WWII in Italy. He will bring
slides and comments about his fa-
ther, Pino, who is still living, at 92
years of age, on Lake Como, Italy.
Reservations are available for $50
per person. Please make a check
out to Friends of Hospice, Orinda
Mail to Diane Hill, 41 Charles Hill
Rd. Orinda, CA 94563.

A book launch to celebrate local
author Heidi Eliason’s “Confes-
sions of a Middle-Aged Runaway:
An RV Travel Adventure” will be
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 4
at Orinda Books, 276 Village
Square, Orinda. Come and enjoy
refreshments, book signings, and
a prize drawing. Free.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Lafayette Nursery School’s 43rd
Annual Science Day of Discovery
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on May 4 at
Lafayette Nursery School, 979
First street, Lafayette. Make a vol-
cano explode send a rocket into
space or explore the GUI texture
of flubber. If that’s not enough,
become an archaeologist for the
day and dig for dinosaur bones or
create giant bubbles. This hands-
on science fair features exhibits
and experiments designed for
children in preschool age to the
third grade. Cost: $5. More infor-
mation: (925) 284-2448 or visit
www.lafayettenurseryschool.org.

Open House - Roughing It Day
Camp from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
on May 4. Come visit camp to
learn more about our summer
programs. Take a tour of our site
at the Lafayette Reservoir. Meet
our directors and staff. Kids can
try some camp activities including
fishing, crafts, sports, and nature
games. Children and family mem-
bers of all ages are welcome. Visit
www.roughingit.com for more in-
formation and to RSVP.

ADAPT Town Hall from 7 to 8:30
p-m. on May 7 in the Lafayette Li-
brary. An evening to discuss how
parents, schools and law enforce-
ment partner to reduce underage
substance use and keep kids safe.
What are roles, responsibilities,
rules and consequences? Mem-
bers from Lamorinda Police and
Acalanes High School District Of-
fice will share their expertise in a
panel discussion. RSVP:
www.eventbrite.com/e/town-hall-
we-are-all-in-this together-tickets-
60222437933

Mindful Littles presents "Care
for Therapy Horses" from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. on May 19 at

Xenophon Therapeutic Riding
Center, 60 Don Gabriel Way,
Orinda. Feed, groom, and play
with horses. Clean stalls and pad-
docks, and create horse-themed
arts and crafts. Bring water and
any snacks needed for your kids.
Please also wear comfortable
clothes. $10 per person. Register
at: https://www.flipcause.com/se-
cure/cause_pdetails/NDg2MjE=

OTHER

15th Annual JF Kapnek 5/K Fun
Run at 9 a.m. on May 5 at Mira-
monte High School. Along with a
5Krun and a 1K children’s run or
walk, event participants will enjoy
music, arts and crafts, food and
prizes for the top finishers includ-
ing certificates from Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods, and Sports Basement.
All participants will receive a
commemorative T-shirt. Strollers
welcome! The event supports
early childhood education, nutri-
tion and AIDS treatment and pre-
vention programs for children
and families in Zimbabwe. Visit
www.kapnektrustusa.org for
more information and to register
go to http://jfkapnekusafun-
run.eventbrite.com. Onsite day of
registration is also available.

Bay Area Book Festival from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. on May 4 and 5, at
Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Cen-
ter Park, 2151 Martin Luther King
Jr Way, Berkeley. Meet national
book award winners, NY Times
top 10 authors, international writ-
ers, YA and children’s book leg-
ends, and a diverse literary com-
munity. Cost: Free to $15. For
more info see www.baybook-
fest.org or email info@baybook-
fest.org.

April showers bring May meow-
ers! And Community Concern for
Cats is bringing our meowers to a
location near you this weekend
from 1 to 4 p.m. May 4 and 5, at
Pet Food Express in Lafayette and
Pleasant HIIl and Petco in Walnut
Creek. For more information, see
communityconcernforcats.org
online.

The 2019 Moraga Community
Faire and Car Show will be held
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 11 at the town’s Rheem
Valley Shopping Center — offering
a wonderful opportunity for a
family fun day! Unlimited Kid’s
Zone activities include pony rides,
bounce house and mazes, Bot
Bash Party and Bay Area Ball
Players ($5 entry). Food trucks,
live music, wine and beer, over 70
classic cars and booths to meet lo-
cal artists, business and organiza-
tions. For more information, visit
www.moraagachamber.org/faire.

Remember, Renew and Refill: A
Journey Through Grief, will take
place from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
May 11 at Moraga Valley Presby-
terian Church. High school stu-
dents and adults are invited to
this workshop and luncheon to
honor our lost loved ones. Marilyn
Hunt, MS, LMFT, will be the
keynote speaker. There is no cost
for this event, however, please
RSVP on our website so we can
plan for lunch (mvpctoday.org) or
call Colleen Giovanni
(925.376.4800 x285; cgio-
vanni@mvpctoday.org). MVPC is
located at 10 Moraga Valley Lane,
Moraga.

Daughters of Norway, Aase
Lodge #33, Lafayette will be cele-
brating “Syttende Mai” (May 17)
Constitution Day at 10 a.m. on
May 11 at Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. The meeting is free. The
program will include a presenta-
tion about the 1814 Norwegian
Constitution and how Norwegians
today celebrate their National
Holiday. Some women will be
dressed in traditional costumes
(bunads), and traditional food, as
if in Oslo, will be served. The DoN
has openings for new members,
so come by eat, enjoy and learn. If
you have questions email us at
deborahadahl@aol.com.

Taste of Lafayette - Lafayette’s
Favorite Dinner Party — from 5:30
to 8 p.m. on May 14 in downtown
Lafayette. The Taste of Lafayette
stroll begins when ticket holders
head out at their own pace to stop
at any or all of the participating

restaurants for sampling. Evening
includes music throughout the
stroll and a raffle supporting the
Lafayette Community Foundation.
Drawing for the raffle will be held
at 7:45 p.m. at JP>G@TheBank.

The Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice
Center is joining with the Veterans
Healthcare Policy Institute, Veter-
ans for Peace, the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees
and American Legion Post 31, to
present an event on the current
state of healthcare for veterans.
This event takes place at 7 p.m.,
with a reception at 6 p.m. on May
16 at the Mt. Diablo Peace and
Justice Center, 1035 Carol Lane,
Lafayette. Cost: $10 pre-registered;
$15 at door; $5 MT. Diablo Peace
and Justice Center and Our Savior
Lutheran Church members; free
for students and veterans. Tickets
available at http://ourpeacecen-
ter.org or call the office (925)
933-7850.

John Muir National Historic Site
(John Muir NHS) will launch its
second annual series of Steward-
ship Saturdays. Join the National
Park Service for these free,
Ranger-led land stewardship pro-
grams at the Martinez, California
site. The programs begin at 9 a.m.
at the Strentzel Creek meadow
area of Mt. Wanda. This area re-
cently came under NPS manage-
ment and is currently only open to
visitation with an NPS chaperone.
The stewardship project will en-
tail removing invasive plant
species from the sensitive creek
and surrounding meadow. All
training and tools required for
this project will be provided. The
three 2019 Stewardship Saturday
events will be on May 18. Find
more information and register at:
https://[jomu.eventbrite.com/.

Parkinson’s Disease and You at 7
p-m. on May 21 with Brianna
Munson, PT, DPT, Physical Thera-
pist at Lafayette Physical Therapy,
3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B110
in Lafayette. This is a free event,
but space is limited, so please sign
up at lafayettept.com/events or
call (925) 284-6150.

Breast Cancer Seminar from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. on May 22 at the
Lafayette Library. Join breast can-
cer specialists from the Women's
Cancer Center of the East Bay for
an update on cutting-edge breast
cancer treatments and surgical
techniques. The physicians re-
cently attended national oncology
and surgery symposiums and will
discuss the latest advances pre-
sented from research, clinical tri-
als and new FDA drug approvals.
Please register by calling (925)
677-5041 x272 or email
sjung@dvohmg.com.

The Art of Leadership: Creative
Ways to Fuel Growth: an evening
of talks for entrepreneurs,
founders, and organization lead-
ers from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on May
22 at JPG@The Bank, a pop-up art
gallery/event space at 3525 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. Six speak-
ers, each a leader in their respec-
tive field, will present unusual,
inventive ways to grow your en-
deavor. Tickets are $25 and are
available at
https://artofleadershipnight.
eventbrite.com.

The North Orinda Fire Break is
one of the highest priority projects
in California. Lamorida Village is
sponsoring a presentation at 1
p-m. on May 31 at LOPC. Jerry
Kent, longtime EBRPD official, will
talk about the history of East Bay
Regional Parks and the wildfires
that have come through, and Den-
nis Rein of MOFD will be present-
ing fire break plans. Local law en-
forcement will be present to dis-
cuss evacuation plans, and our
Community Warning System will
be represented as well.
www.lamorindavillage.org

SENIORS

Spring Cleaning: What to do
with All That Stuff from 10:30 a.m.
to noon on May 14 in the Elder-
berry Room, Lafayette Community
Center — presented by Jennifer
Raftis, CEO of Efficiency Matters,
who will guide you through a plan
to assess the value of your belong-
ings; decide to whom and where
your treasures will go; and expe-

rience the joy of sharing those
items. You will receive handouts
that will include where and how
to start, checklists, resources, and
helpful tips. Members: free; non-
members: $10.

Contra Costa Health Insurance
Counseling and Advocacy Pro-
gram (HICAP) will present "What
Everyone Needs to Know About
Medicare Regardless of Your Age"
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on May 20 at
the Lafayette Library. As you get
closer to 65 it's important to un-
derstand your options for getting
Medicare coverage and complet-
ing enrollment in a timely manner
to avoid costly mistakes. This talk
is also useful for those who al-
ready have Medicare, or are help-
ing someone who does, to ensure
that you have optimal coverage
and don't overlook opportunities
to save money. HICAP offers free,
impartial information about
Medicare and related coverage
and doesn’t sell or endorse any
products. For more information
about HICAP, visit www.cchi-
cap.org. Contact the Lafayette Li-
brary to register for the program.

Registration for the 15th Annual
Bringing Back the Natives Garden
Tour, which will take place from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, May 5
is now open. This award-winning,
self-drive tour features 37
Alameda and Contra Costa county
gardens that are pesticide-free,
water conserving, provide habitat
for wildlife, and contain 60 per-
cent or more native plants. Two of
these gardens are located in Mor-
aga. Pre-registration for the Tour
is required. Cost: $10 to purchase
the garden guide; donations re-
quested. www.BringingBacktheN-
atives.net, (510) 236-9558.

The Lafayette Garden Club in-
vites everyone to their general
meeting to be held at 10 a.m. on
May 9 at the Lafayette Veteran's
Building, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd in
Lafayette. This month will be a
silent auction and feature speaker
Dan Yansura from the SF Fern So-
ciety. He will share common to
rare ferns, how to grow and prop-
agate them and which varieties
will thrive in our climate. Free
event, refreshments served.

Please submit:
Events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Service Clubs Announcements

May 2:
Sharron Tennison
US/Russia relations

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

25" annual Concert at the Res

Sat.,May 11, 11 am to 3 pm on the outdoor
stage at the Lafayette Reservoir.

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

May 9:
Peter deLaveaga
CPA-new tax laws

LAMORINDA SUNRISE

31: Jon Fazel: Member Story

Rotary

Frieads, Far, Service Abave Self

MAY WEEKLY MEETINGS
3: Putnam Clubhouse Presentation by Tamara Hunter, Executive Director
10: Julian Guthrie, NYT Bestselling Author of Alpha Girls
17: Davide Asnaghi, Superhand: a 21st-Century Electronic Artificial Hand
24: Peter Friedman, Peruvian Fighter Plane!

Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m.
The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA
www.lamorindasunrise.com
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A perfect stack of sumptuous strawberries and cream

By Susie Iventosch

I found some hydroponic strawberries at
the market the other day, which not only
piqued my curiosity, but also totally re-
minded me that we’re getting close to
strawberry shortcake season! Soon we
will have beautiful, local strawberries
adorning the produce shelves, but for
now, if you can find hydroponic berries,
give them a try. Those I bought were
very jammy and delicious. Hydroponics
is a method of growing plants without
soil. The roots are exposed either directly
to a mineral nutrient solution in a water
solvent or they can be exposed through
an inert medium such as perlite, clay
pellets, vermiculite or peat moss. This is
a more efficient growing method, be-
cause in soil, the roots expend time and
energy searching the soil for nutrients
and water, whereas in hydroponics, the
roots are constantly exposed and these
things are readily available for the

Cornmeal Strawberry Shortcake with Creme Fraiche

Photos Susie Iventosch

nutritional value may or may not be on
par with plants grown in soil. I've read
both sides of the argument, but not being
a nutritionist, I cannot really say for
sure. For information, visit www.simply-
hydro.com/strawberries.

This recipe has five layering compo-
nents: shortcake, strawberry glaze,
strawberry créme fraiche strawberries
and whipped cream. You can arrange
them however you please, but my order
is: shortcake, strawberry glaze, straw-
berry cream fraiche, strawberries,
whipped cream and repeat. While I nor-
mally use heavy whipping cream for the
topping, this time I discovered Co-
coWhip, which is a coconut milk-based
topping. It was delicious, but Cool Whip
or home-
made
whipped
cream
would also
be perfect!

Shortcake
INGREDIENTS

1% cups all-purpose flour

1 cup cornmeal

1 tablespoon baking powder

12 teaspoon salt

4 cup granulated sugar

1 cube butter, (1/2 cup) unsalted, chilled and cut into small pieces

1 large egg

14 cup milk or cream (or Half & Half — your choice)

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 425 F.
Place all dries in a mixing bowl. Cut in butter with fingers or a pastry cutter, until
crumbly and fine. Stir in egg, milk and vanilla. Mix until dough comes together.
Turn dough out onto a floured board or cloth and roll or press into a circle about
1-inch thick. Using a 3-inch diameter biscuit cutter or a glass, cut out 6 rounds of
dough. Place on parchment paper and bake for about 12 minutes, or until tops are
golden-brown. Remove from oven and cool. When ready to assemble split
shortcakes in half horizontally.

Strawberry Glaze
INGREDIENTS

I pint fresh strawberries, stems and leaves removed

1 cup water

2 tablespoons cornstarch

% cup granulated sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
DIRECTIONS
Place strawberries and water in a medium sized pot. Bring to a boil and cook for
about 4-5 minutes, occasionally stirring with a spoon to mash the berries as it
cooks. Remove from heat, and strain berries through a sieve, smashing the pulp
with the bottom of the spoon to get as much of the pulp through the sieve as
possible. Discard any remaining pulp.
Return strawberry purée to the same pot. Mix the cornstarch and sugar together,
and whisk into strawberry purée. Bring to a boil and cook over medium heat,
stirring frequently with the whisk, until sauce begins to thicken and will coat the
back of a spoon. Remove from heat, stir in vanilla and cool to room temperature.

Strawberry Créme Fraiche

8 ounces créme fraiche

Y cup of the strawberry glaze

Gently fold together.

Strawberries

2 pints fresh strawberries, stems removed and sliced or cut into bite-sized pieces

Whipped Cream or CocoWhip Topping
1 cup whipping cream, or
1 container CoolWhip or CocoWhip

plant’s growth. For this reason, the
plants grow much faster than in soil. The

Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

top.

To assemble, cut shortcakes in half horizontally.
Spread a spoonful of the strawberry glaze over
the bottom half. Next drop a spoonful of the
Strawberry Créme Fraiche, followed by sliced
strawberries and finally whipped cream. Add top
half of shortcake and repeat the process, ending
with one or two strawberry slices on the very

A Sunset Stroll restaurant tour May 7 in Orinda

By Sora O'Doherty

Locals and visitors can nibble
and sip their way through a se-
lection of offerings by restaurants
and local vintners from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. May 7 at the annual
Orinda Restaurant Tour. This
year the theme is “A Sunset
Stroll,” with more restaurants

traffic for about 60 feet.

represented than last year. The
Chamber of Commerce, which
sponsors the event, has been
granted use of a portion of
Vashell Way for tables and music.
Vashell Way, which runs behind
Casa Orinda, will be closed to

There will be some new
restaurants, and some old, and

some with a twist. Saffron, the
Indian restaurant in Theatre
Square, was in the tour last year
and will participate again.
Shelby’s is a long-time restaurant
in Orinda, but they have a new
menu. La Piazza has a new
owner and Zamboni’s Pizza was
recently reopened by its new
owner after necessary updates.

Rumor has it that Cine Cuvee may
return with lobster sliders this
year. Other restaurants returning
this year include Casa Orinda,
The Fourth Bore, Loards, Rheem
Steaks, and Piccolo Napoli, which
will be serving meatballs.

The Lamorinda Winegrow-
ers Association will be pouring a
free glass with every $40 ticket.

The wine will be available at
check-in at 51 Moraga Way, the
Compass Real Estate Parking Lot.
Overseeing this portion of the
tour will be Holly Hinkle of Com-
pass and Ally Fattore, of Mechan-
ics Bank. Juliette Don of Chevron
helped secure the restaurant
participants with T.J. D’Amato,
Chamber of Commerce president.

The up and downside of AP courses

By Elizabeth LaScala,
Ph.D.

Depending on how your partic-
ular school treats AP classes, an
AP class can be worth a full

grade higher than the regular
track class (that’s how some
students push their GPAs be-

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.

Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm-

yond the ‘perfect’ 4.0). And
even if your high school does
not inflate AP grades, many col-
lege admissions offices do it for

4/ you.

Good AP scores may reduce
your eventual college course
load and this could result is a
shorter time in college. Gener-
ally, a high score on an Ad-
vanced Placement exam will
equate to one semester of a col-
lege course. A high score is of-
ten a four or five out of the five-
point scale used to score an Ad-

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors  Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

LAMORINDA

Hearing Aid Evaluations

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette

(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MKNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

AUDIOLOGY T

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

: Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

vanced Placement test. While it
is theoretically possible for you
to bypass an entire semester of
college by taking several AP
classes (which can save you
thousands of dollars), it is not
common. Many colleges do not
accept AP scores for course
credit. Others may require you
to take its version of a similar
course. The rationale offered is
so you learn the material in a
way that provides a proper
foundation for the university’s

uoI119910.1d BuLiesH sueloISN

GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry

Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

Flat Monthly Fee

BEESON

(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

particular academic curricu-
lum. Other colleges my offer
you the chance to take an as-
sessment exam before accepting
an AP score for course credit.
The assessment exam is usually
quite comprehensive and a
passing score can be difficult to
achieve, unless you have re-
viewed and studied the mater-
ial. Your brain loses a great
deal of content over time. Even
then, the assessment may be the
final for that course, and it is
likely to be difficult to pass. For
example, one of my daughters
scored a solid five on an AP bi-
ology exam in her senior year of
high school, but MIT would not
accept the course for credit un-
til she passed their introduction
to biology course for bioengi-
neering majors. The passing
grade was a 70 percent and she
scored 68 percent, not making
the cut for MIT. On a more opti-
mistic note, our University of
California system is often quite
willing to accept AP courses in
high school for college credit.
One of my clients graduated in
3.5 years because UC Berkeley
accepted all five of her AP
classes for course credit.

Admissions often view AP
classes as one indicator of your
intellectual vitality and willing-
ness to take the initiative to
challenge yourself in high
school. Since AP coursework is
taught at the college level, good
grades in these classes and
strong scores on the exams can
prove you are ready for college
success.

As you ponder the question
of taking one or more AP
classes, it is important to weigh
the pros and cons and make a
decision that provides reason-
able balance. One way to do
this is to limit the AP classes you
take to those subjects that res-
onate with your interests and

possible majors or career paths.

It is important to weigh
carefully the potential bump in
GPA and the beneficial effect on
college admission outcomes
with the fact that AP classes do
take more time. It is not un-
common for one AP class to in-
volve two or more hours of
homework each weeknight.
That’s time you might spend
studying for your other classes,
preparing for standardized tests
and pursuing your extracurric-
ular activities — not to mention
getting some much needed
sleep. And that, too, would be
time well spent!

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.
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Miramonte outlasts Acalanes 15-14 to win Diablo League

Shaune Lundstrom, Miramonte (at last season)

By Jon Kingdon

It’s said that when there is a ri-
valry game in any sport, you
can throw out the records. Last
Friday night, Miramonte and
Acalanes girls lacrosse came
into their final league game
with 7-0 records in league play.
Throw in senior night (five for

each team) and there was great
anticipation coming into the
game.

The term competitive does
not do justice in describing the
level of play in the game. It was
more like a heavyweight fight
(without the punches) that went
the distance with Miramonte’s
Shaune Lundstrom scoring the

Lauren Westergren, Acalanes Photos Gint Federas

last of her five goals with 18
seconds left to defeat Acalanes
by a score of 15-14.

Both teams came in with
winning streaks and a lot of
confidence. The coaches felt it
was important for their teams to
keep their focus. Acalanes head
coach Mary Doyle wanted her
team to “keep our composure

and take each play at a time and
not get flustered or frustrated.
If we play our system, we’ll be
fine.”

It’s said that familiarity
breeds contempt. In this game,
familiarity only bred respect.
Miramonte head coach Jackie
Pelletier appreciated the rela-
tionships the players and
coaches have off the field as
only making the game more
special: “I played against Mary
when she was at Cal-Davis and I
was at California and I'm really
close with her. All of our kids
have played with the Acalanes
kids growing up and most of
them know each other’s styles.”

Miramonte has had a num-
ber of games where they started
slowly and this game was no
exception. Acalanes clearly
won the first half, leading by a
score of 9-5. The Matadors
knew coming into the game that
they had to contain Lauren
Westergren. However, knowing
doesn’t always make it so.
Westergren scored the first
three goals of the game and
scored eight goals in total.

Miramonte has been a
strong second half team all sea-
son and this game was no ex-
ception though Acalanes stood

toe to toe with them and did not
back down. In the last 15 min-
utes of the game, there were
four ties and four lead changes.
Miramonte was led by Lund-
strom (5 goals), Boo Dewitt (4
goals) and Emerson Bohlig (3
goals). Freshman Sally Peter-
son scored two goals and Pel-
letier called it “a breakout
game for Sally and I expect
her to keep going up.”

Lundstrom said that the
team had been pointing to this
game for a while: “There was
all this pent-up energy be-
cause we knew that our teams
were evenly matched. It was
amazing to come out on top
and have all of our hard work
pay off. I'm sure we’re going
to see them again in the play-
offs but it sure feels good right
now.”

Still, Doyle spoke for all in
keeping the perspective of the
game: “There is a little bit of
bragging rights as the girls
know each other really well
from club teams, but at the at
the end of the game, off the
field, we’re all good sports and
root for each player individu-
ally because that’s the lacrosse
community in general.”

Lamorinda boys tennis teams land on top

"l"'l.';ll\. 0
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By Jon Kingdon

As the boys tennis season has
just concluded, once again
Miramonte, Campolindo and
Acalanes have been key fac-
tors in the Foothill League.
Miramonte and Campolindo
finished tied for first in
league play with 8-2 records.
Acalanes came in fourth with
a 5-5 record, one game be-
hind College Park. It’s been a
dog eat dog eat dog relation-
ship for the Lamorinda
schools. In the six matches
between the schools, five of
them were decided by 5-4
scores.

Miramonte

As the head coach of the
Miramonte girls and boys
tennis teams, Michael McCol-
lom has been confronted with
the whims of Mother Nature.
It was the smoke from the
fires for the girls and the rain
for the boys that forced the
team to adjust to the con-
stantly changing conditions.
“I can’t remember the last
normal practice we had,” said
McCollom. With the weather
causing postponements and
rescheduling, Miramonte was
forced to close the season
with six matches in eight
days.

Besides the weather, Mc-
Collom had to respond to the
loss of what he had antici-
pated being his top two re-
turning players: “Micah Ellis
chose to be home schooled
which enabled him to play in
national tournaments and
Liam Dodd was accepted into
West Point and has gone into
full training and chose not to
play tennis.”

After seven weeks, Mira-
monte was confronted with
an out of character 3-4

record. McCollom realized
that the team was going to
need a lot of players to ma-
ture quickly and step up and
become forces in single play.
Mature they did as the Mata-
dors just finished their regu-
lar season with eight consec-
utive victories finishing with
an 11-4 record.

Having three freshmen,
Clemens Van Dongen, Nishad
Elias, Liam Sullivan and
sophomores Nicholas Hwang
and Peter Reeves playing sin-
gles, the hoped for maturity
arrived sooner than anyone
could have expected as Mira-
monte went on to win their
next seven matches. “It’s
been a hybrid season,” said
McCollom. “We are very bal-
anced with the seniors, ju-
niors, sophomores and fresh-
man. It’s rare to get this. The
freshmen are great kids. They
are very mature, well liked
and accomplished in the ten-
nis community, commanding
a lot of respect.”

Two seniors, Dominic
Davidson and Alan Zhou,
have been very effective dou-
bles players, Davidson team-
ing with freshman Peter
Aroner as the number one
doubles team and Zhou play-
ing with sophomore Ethan
Arroyo. “Dominic is a pure
leader on and off the court
and has been my most solid
doubles player the last three
years,” says McCollom. “Zhou
in his first year on the varsity
is the most fun human being
and brings a wonderful esprit
de corps to the team.”

Doubles has always been
important to McCollom and
the Matators: “We pride our-
selves on our doubles teams.
We emphasize it and other
coaches have been following
our lead.”
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With an 80-38 record in
all matches, it’s a team that is
in great position for the NCS
playoffs.

Campolindo

Campolindo also began
the season getting their sea
legs, losing five of their first
seven matches. Despite con-
fronting various injuries and
illnesses, head coach James
Scott never lost his confi-
dence in his team: “I am re-
ally impressed how much the
team really competes in every
match. They just play hard
and have come to rise up to
the matches. We’ve really
come together as a team.”

This would more than
explain how the Cougars
went on to win nine of their
next 11 matches

The singles players have
been led by seniors Cal
Hunter, Nick Bohm, Eden Yu
and junior Benjamin Gold-
blatt. “These kids are super
young men,” says Scott.
“They have put in a lot of
good work and are outstand-
ing people.”

The doubles teams for
Campolindo have been a real
factor in the team’s success
this season, says Scott: “Our
doubles teams are playing
well and that was a welcome
surprise this season. The
players have really bought
into playing doubles. I have
been really impressed with
Josh Fleming who knew it
was best for the team to play
doubles and he really bought
in to it and has really learned
how to do it well. We’re not
relying on our singles or dou-
bles player to win. We just
rely on everyone to pull
together.”

Two sophomores, Noam
Ayalon and Cooper Schnurr
have not been intimidated by

Photos Gint Federas

their first year playing for the
varsity, says Scott: “They have
been wonderful as starters
and made large progress this
year.”

Scott says his captains
Hunter, Yu and Bohm have

done a great job for him in
their roles: “They been great
seeing it as a year-round job.
They got the guys to hit in the
off-season, scheduling lots of
things and bringing the team
together as one unit.
Acalanes

Like Campolindo and Mi-
ramonte, Acalanes was slow
out of the gate, losing their
first four matches. And like
their neighboring schools, the
Dons turned the season
around winning seven of
their last 12 matches. Head
coach Curtis Berrien, who
was promoted after serving
two years as the school’s JV
coach, spoke of the team’s
improvement as the season
progressed: “The rain set us
back but it did so for every-
one. The whole team has im-
proved steadily and it’s been
great. They practice 4-5 days
a week and at the end of the
season we were playing our
best tennis.”

... continued on Page C2
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

92503779209 (@

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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Pre Marathon: David, Gavin, Eric, Patty and Mailee
By Jon Kingdon

There are not a lot of things that you can really rely
on these days. The sun still rises in the east and sets
in the west. The New England Patriots continue to
dominate in the NFL, the Oakland Raiders remain a
team in flux and Orinda resident Patty Hung has for
the 33rd consecutive year run the Boston Marathon.

At the age of 73, Hung completed the race in
5:10:19, averaging 11:51 per mile, finishing 5:43
faster than she did last year. Despite being the
women with the longest consecutive streak in run-
ning the race, there was no official acknowledge-
ment by the race officials but there was among her
fellow racers. There is a group that celebrates the
runners that have run the race at least 25 straight
times, says Hung: “It’s called the Quarter Century
Club that is sort of a family. A lot of this group gets
together for the pre-race dinner and they highlight
the runners with the most consecutive races. How-
ever, I usually miss it to spend time with my family
that lives back there.”

Despite all of the rain these past few months, it
did not stop Hung from her usual three-month train-
ing period. In fact, she thought it was going to be
great preparation for the rain that was predicted for
the race. Last year, it was very cold and wet and
Hung was well prepared for those conditions, but as
it turned out, she was over-prepared this year:
“There was a huge rain storm before the race but the
sun came out just as the race started and it got really
warm. I had to take off my jacket and wrap it around
my waist until the 13th mile where I met my children
Eric, David and their half-sister Mailee and I was

]
Patty Hung and her cousin Hannah

able to give them the jacket. It began to rain the last
three miles and after it being so hot, the rain was
glorious. In New England, if you don’t know what
the weather will be like, just wait a minute and then
you’ll know.”

Under the tutelage of her boyfriend, Don Mixon,
Hung does make some adjustments to age: “As I get
older, it’s more of a challenge psychology and men-
tally. I always check in with my son David who lives
in Minnesota where he is training for the Rochester
Marathon in May. When you’re older, you're more
prone to getting sick or injured, but through the past
33 years, I have been injury free for the most part
and that’s the amazing part. The challenge to staying
healthy is on top of me.”

Besides the race, it’s family that keeps bringing
Hung back to Boston: “I stay with my cousins Jack
and Nancy. Their daughter Hannah ran part of the
race with me and I met up with her at the end of the
race, along with Jack, Nancy, their son Drew and his
fiance Annie. They were just a few of the relatives
that were there for me.”

It’s reaching the 13th mile that Hung most antic-
ipates: “At that point, I meet up with all of my family
and it’s just so exciting. Prior to the bombing, my
son Eric would begin to run with me from that point,
but since then you can’t even walk in the race with-
out being registered.”

Hung has already committed to running at least
two more marathons: “I still enjoy it. I'm already
looking forward to next year and hope to improve
my time again. I will be more attentive to my cloth-
ing. When I run my 35th marathon (2021), my sons
Eric and David will be running with me.”

Photos provided

A:}EP 1at Boston Marathon

Photo provided

Charles MacNulty Jr., Campolindo Class of 1992,
completed in his fourth running of the Boston
Marathon. MacNulty completed the 26.2-mile
course in 2 hours, 47 minutes.

Lamorinda boys tennis teams land on top

... continued from Page C1

This has been a veteran team with four of the
six singles players being seniors and only one fresh-
man and two sophomores on the roster. Finishing
fourth in the Foothill League with a 5-5 record, one
game behind third place College Park, the Acalanes
record in league play shows how close victory and
defeat can be, losing four of their league matches by
a score of 5-4.

The leaders on the team have been seniors Ryan

Everly, Colin Brightbill and Ed Collinson. Each of
them has brought their own unique quality to the
team, says Berrien: “Ryan always gets there early
and leads by example. Ed has been a vocal leader
and Cole is the outspoken leader that gets the team
going. All our four-year varsity guys have shown
great spirit and are always ready to do.”

The pleasant surprise for the team has been ju-
nior Kaisei Huari-Oyama who is from France and is
attending Acalanes this year. He has brought a
unique flavor to the squad that Berrien appreciates:

“Kaisei has lived in several countries and brings a
European flair to squad like warming up wearing a
jeans jacket. He has handled the game pressure
well and is not afraid to hit the ball hard. He does
not like to lose but is not afraid of it.”

Berrien’s aim for the team all season has been
simple: “We’re playing a lot of tennis. The key for
the team has been to just keep having fun and play-
ing hard.”

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)
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insurance | Knife Sharpening

Totalintegrityinsurance.com  Lulu’s Kitchen Knife

20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call

Henry at (925) 247-4356 oeoo10s  family since 1989.

Sharpening Services (KSS)
Free pick-up/delivery for our
Lamorinda clients. Same day
service available. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. Call Michael @
510-499-9377. Local Orinda

Rototilling

==+  Ken's Rototilling
+ 4 W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
» Mowing « Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

NO JOB TOO SMALL

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600

| House Cleaning |

$10 per 1/2”

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

classified ad height I

Quetzal Handyman
NOJOBTOO SMALL

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

OPEN 24/7

Please call Carlos Toledo
925-872-0422

Email to:

classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983
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Photo Molly Kerr

Coaches, from left: Jim Hassett, Robby Arroyo and Nick Plurkowski; players
top row: Adelyn Horciza (10 Lafayette), Yesenia Castro (10 Lafayette), Quinn
Arroyo (10 Orinda); bottom row: Annelise Stark (9 Danville), Elizabeth

Hassett (7 Orinda) Surya Spitzer (7 Lafayette), Lucy Kerr (8 Lafayette), Kiley
Arroyo (8 Orinda), Landon Page (8 Lafayette, Sean Tandler (8 Lafayette) and

John Plurkowski (9 Martinez).
Submitted by Molly Kerr

Diablo Alliance’s 10 and under water
polo team won first place in the Mixed
Novice Division at the Spring Sunday
Tournament at Soda Center on April
13. Quinn Arroyo propelled the team to

victory with her many goals and as-
sists. Strong performances were also
turned in by Sean Tandler, Landon
Page and goalie, Adelyn Horciza. Con-
gratulations to all of the Diablo players
on an impressive victory.

925-377-0977

olo Tournament Winner
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Acalanes High School Sailing team

Photo Stephanie Reilly

From left: Ben Foox, Chase Englehart, Lia Reilly, and Sophia Browne

Submitted by Stephanie Reilly

On March 9 and 10 the Acalanes High
School Sailing team, a club sport at
Acalanes High School, traveled to the
Santa Barbara Yacht Club for the Gau-
cho Regatta. The Gaucho Regatta is or-
ganized by the UC Santa Barbara Sail-
ing Team and sponsored by the Pacific
Coast Interscholastic Sailing Associa-
tion. The Acalanes team competed
against 19 other high school teams
from Northern and Southern Califor-

nia. After two days of competition, the
Acalanes team placed second overall.
The team members include: Sophia
Browne, a junior at Acalanes High
School and co-captain with Lola Rao, a
junior at Acalanes High School; Lia
Reilly, a sophomore at Acalanes, Chase
Englehart, a freshman at Acalanes, and
Ben Foox, an eighth-grader at Stanley
Middle School. The sailing conditions
were good, and the competition was
fierce. The Acalanes team was very
proud of their accomplishment.

Miramonte senior at National

Track & Field

Submitted by W. Benjamin
Young

David Marcus Young is a Miramonte
High School senior who recently com-
peted at a National Track and Field event
titled Mt. SAC Relays - "Where the
World's Best Athletes Compete!" Marcus
began taking up the sport of Pole Vault

late in the spring season last year and
did remarkably well during his first sea-
son (which was only three months) end-
ing with a 13' 7" personal record (PR).

At Mt. SAC on April 20, Marcus beat
Samuel Wright who is currently ranked
No. 1 in California where Marcus
achieved a new record of 16' feet where
he tied for first place with Jacob Rice,
who is ranked second in the state, before
a final jump off. Marcus is currently
ranked No. 4 in California based on indi-
vidual PR's and tied for No. 22 in the U.S.
Both Miramonte Pole Vault Coaches
Carey Immesoete and Doug Bockmiller
have been very impressed with Marcus'
astounding progress in only 13 months
citing most pole vaulters take 4-6 years
to achieve what Marcus has, and most
don't ever reach such a height. Marcus'
father finds it humorous that Marcus at
16' feet has already surpassed the Hong
Kong Olympic Record of 14' 4", the coun-
try of Marcus' ancestry. With such out-
standing athletic achievement, Marcus
currently qualifies for college recruiting
at all the Ivy League schools in the coun-
try but has tentatively committed to at-
tend a foreign Medical School in the fall
instead. Marcus who is graduating at the
age of 17 is also a year younger than his
peers and has plenty of opportunities to
aspire toward the US Olympic qualifying
standard of 18' 6".

Lamorinda Water Polo Club celebrates
its recruited student athletes
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Photo Daniel Ting

From left, back row: Peter Hillen (United States Naval Academy), Max Stryker
(UC Davis), Jake Stone (UC Berkeley), Liam Ward (Cal State Long Beach), Shea
Grosz (Occidental), Leo Berkman (Brown), Mason Chambliss (UC Santa
Barbara); front row: Katherine Hawkins (Indiana University), Abby Fleming
(Santa Clara University), Zoe Crouch (Indiana University)

Submitted by Tyler Painter

Lamorinda Water Polo Club hosted a
College Commitment Celebration at Mi-
ramonte High School on Wednesday,
April 17. As Lamorinda Water Polo
marks its 20th year, the club recognizes
these outstanding student athletes for
their excellence and dedication to water
polo and academics. The Club thanks its
coaches and staff led by Guy Baker (Ex-

ecutive Director), James Lathrop (Boys
Director and 18U Boys Coach) and Kim
Everist (Girls Director and 18U Girls
Coach) for their commitment to helping
these graduating athletes achieve their
academic and athletic goals.
Lamorinda Water Polo Club offers
year-round age-group programs and
Splashball for boys and girls, age 5-18,
and three-day a week introductory water
polo summer camps for kids age 5-12.

(.Y LMYA SOCCER

%4

Kindergarten-Highschool + All skill levels welcome + Play with your friends & classmates, learn new skills, have fun!

Mark Your Calendar...

REGISTRATION OPENS
MAY 10th

for Fall 2019 Soccer & Summer Academy

—COME PLAY WITH US!=

www.Ilmyasports.com
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L.ove Laftayette

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior Painting
Deck Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom
Cabinet Painting
Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

Photo Estimates -

For a quick preliminary estimate
please email photos of project to:

Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Local Business Owner - Since 1985

Licensed & Insured

FASTFRAME
EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING
1020 BROWN AVENUE
LAFAYETTE CA 94549
(925) 283-7620

CPEN MONDAY 10-5 and TUESDAY-SATURDAY 10-8
15% COFF CUSTOM FRAMING WITH THIS AD'

*exp. May 30, 2018

Residential
‘ - Custom Homes -
mditons
- Additions -
Lafayette l\;);’:tnz:iz
(925) 283-3128 Jeff Wendt
www.KandWhbuilders.com o

Private Tutoring - Summer Classes
Grades K-12 and adult, Lafayette

Math | Spanish | Reading
ACT/SAT Test Prep
Writing | Homework Help K-12

Contact skbruschi@gmail.com today to reserve

one-to-one sessions sa raﬁ’r';schi
and summer classes. ! M.A. Education
www.saraheducator.com " P A it B.A. Mathematics
Teaching Credential
. e ——
a""'s Bay Area Hom |9 46
Beautiful Sin¢®

B n ) arr}i Blodgett
lodgett’s ' B olod
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet. www.blodgetts.com

Lic. # 177588

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

L] L]
Piano Studio
Keys to success
Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601
Cell: 925-323-8969

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Watch for Shop Orinda May 15

Whippersnappers

(34 YEARS)

CLOSING

DOLLS - PLUSH - MINIATURES
GIFTS AROUND THE WORLD

30% - 50%

3645 MT. DIABLO BLVD. SUITE B
(NEAR TRADER JOES)

Family 1s why
we do It all.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. Helping you
meet your insurance needs is part of my commitment to you.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Kelley Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0E84198
kelley@agentreed.com
www.agentreed.com
Bus: 925-820-6808 Fax: 925-934-2278

o StateFarm

JP Reed, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0F62235
jp@agentjpreed.com
www.agentjpreed.com
Bus: 925-934-2277 Fax: 925-934-2278

statefarm.com®

The ertlng Studlo S
CAMP YOUNG WRITERS

e Classroom instruction and
individual sessions

Fun and exciting writing
projects

Tools to improve fluency
and sentence structure
Grades 3-12

Three and four-week sessions

The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette
(925) 385-0211 www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

College Admissions Advising

Helping students find their college fit!

Gwenly Carrel

Advisor

gwenlycarrel@gmail.com

925-368-8860

WA FAYETTE
14 PHYSICAL THERAPY £

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comp/imenfm:y Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast

h}ll.l.le

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week JIEES
1018 Oak Hill Road

Lafayette
(510) 283-2397

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch -

Master Barber

Men’s hair cut $28
Straight-edge shave $28

Call or Text
925-283-3350
3418 Golden Gateway,
Lafayette

New client and student discount $5 off

20 ‘yo OFF one item

not valid with any other rewards or coupons
Offer expires 5.31.19.

©25.284.8600
3606 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Blvd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549

v/ Shipping
v" Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services

v“Notary Services
v  Postal Services
v/ Business Services

store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

VICaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Ages 4-16 * Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Home Pick up Available in Lafayette

Join us for a camp tour! -
roughingit.com/visit 925.283.3795  |{])

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977




Qamorinda

OUR HOMES

Lamorinda Weekly Volume 13 Issue5 Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

... read on Page D6

Upscale design and finishes featured in Lafayette
Juniors Kitchen Tour

A

Moss Beach served as inspiration for this Lafayette kitchen remodel.

By Jennifer Wake

The 20th Annual Lafayette Juniors Kitchen
Tour from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. this Saturday,
May 4 features six beautiful and distinctive
kitchens located in various neighborhoods
throughout Lafayette, with proceeds from the
event benefiting MISSEY, Family Harvest
Farm, An Elderly Wish Foundation, Commu-
nity Violence Solutions/Children’s Interview
Center, Family Support Services, and Family
Violence Law Center.

One of the kitchens featured on the tour is
in the Happy Valley neighborhood, lovingly

Photo provided

and meticulously remodeled by a savvy
designer-homeowner over the course of the
past two years.

“The home began as a modest and
traditional wood paneled rancher, and has
been transformed into a spacious, open and
peaceful entertaining spot,” according to
Lafayette Juniors public relations coordinator
Karen Evans. “The family wanted a modern,
clean aesthetic but one that is functional and
practical with kids and dogs, and comfortable
for living and entertaining. The homeowner
has an eye for details and was adamant that
the kitchen reflect a clean and calm atmos-

phere. This is why there is not a single wall
outlet in sight. Even their kitchen appliances
are hidden ... tucked away nicely in a pull
handle cabinet garage.” The unique lighting
over the vast kitchen island (used extensively
for baking projects by their younger daugh-
ter) adds a touch of whimsy to offset the
modern kitchen and adds warmth so it isn't
too stark, said Evans. The kitchen features a
Sub-Zero refrigerator, WOLF range, Bosch
dishwasher and Bosch microwave drawer.

Another home on the tour got a vi-
brant, beachy kitchen redesign as part of the
homeowners' larger home remodel. “The
homeowners have undergone a major expan-
sion, converting an outdoor patio to a family
room, updating the interior features through-
out the home including adding large, custom
barn doors, a beautiful wood tile fireplace
and a functional mudroom,” said Evans.
“Their time living in Moss Beach was an in-
spiration throughout the redesigned kitchen,
which is light filled and bright, with beautiful
pops of color and clean, timeless cabinetry
and counters.”

The space facilitates an indoor-
outdoor lifestyle that incorporated their re-
cently renovated yard, including a gorgeous
new deck and refinished pool. Upon entry,
Evans says you are struck by the wonderful
flow between the home and backyard, with
large windows and glass doors providing am-
ple natural light.

Tour tickets are $50 ($45 of which is tax
deductible). Tickets are available online
through May 3 (http://lafayetteju-
niors.org/fundraisers) and at Premier Kitchens
in Lafayette on the morning of May 4.

...continued on Page D4
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COpLDHICELL
VLATKA BATHGATE | sanker LUXURY,

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

1} |0 Linked [T

3 Lucille Way,
Orinda

Entertainer’s
Dream Home
5 beds/3 baths,

approx 2,628 sqft

Offered at
$1,385,000

12 Jack Tree Knoll
Orinda

Newer home with
ideal location

4 bed/3 baths,
approx 2,385 sqft

Offered at
$1,499,000

66 Heather Ln,

Orinda

Desirable Glorietta
Charmer

4 beds/4 baths,
approx 3,130 sqft

Price Upon

Request

VLATKA CAN HELPYOU WITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Lastreported )\ o5t amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 16 $719,000 $3,225,000
MORAGA 7 $655,000 $1,875,000
ORINDA 12 $570,000 $2,137,500

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

859 Birdhaven Court, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2233 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 03-22-19

141 Castle Court, $1,478,000, 4 Bdrms, 2056 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 03-15-19,
Previous Sale: $660,000, 08-29-01

2 Hartwood Court, $2,215,000, 4 Bdrms, 2418 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 03-11-19,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 04-04-14

1594 Huston Road, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 1996 SqFt, 1944 YrBlt, 03-13-19

1776 Ivanhoe Avenue, $2,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 4596 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 03-18-19

3360 Johnson Road, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2156 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 03-22-19,
Previous Sale: $139,000, 08-01-78

3954 Los Arabis Drive, $1,990,000, 4 Bdrms, 4083 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 03-14-19

1352 Martino Road, $1,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 2503 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 03-20-19

1085 Martino Road, $1,994,000, 5 Bdrms, 3464 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 03-21-19

3279 Mt Diablo Court #4, $719,000, 2 Bdrms, 1697 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 03-12-19,
Previous Sale: $625,000, 12-09-16

3541 Oconner Drive, $2,490,000, 4 Bdrms, 3214 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 03-15-19

3570 Oconner Drive, $1,860,000, 4 Bdrms, 2477 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 03-22-19,
Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 05-25-06

1493 Rancho View Drive, $2,285,000, 4 Bdrms, 2413 SqFt, 1963 YrBIt, 03-14-19,
Previous Sale: $1,755,000, 09-22-15

3435 Silver Springs Court, $3,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 3032 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 03-11-19,
Previous Sale: $2,125,000, 05-26-04

1084 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1964 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 03-22-19

3288 Withers Avenue, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2509 SqFt, 1954 YrBIt, 03-18-19,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 04-08-15

MORAGA

2135 Ascot Drive #16, $665,000, 3 Bdrms, 1600 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 03-22-19

9 Fieldbrook Place, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2063 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 03-12-19

32 Kent Court, $1,840,000, 5 Bdrms, 3152 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 03-19-19

1186 Moraga Road, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 1802 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 03-22-19,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 11-04-16

271 Paseo Bernal, $880,000, 3 Bdrms, 2018 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 03-20-19

54 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,875,000, 4 Bdrms, 2998 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 03-18-19,
Previous Sale: $889,000, 04-13-99

15 Via Barcelona, $995,000, 4 Bdrms, 2577 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 03-15-19,
Previous Sale: $615,000, 10-11-11

ORINDA

2 Austin Court, $1,395,000, 4 Bdrms, 1870 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 03-11-19

60 Citron Knolls, $1,455,000, 4 Bdrms, 2385 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 03-21-19

26 Dias Dorados, $1,421,000, 3 Bdrms, 2655 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 03-12-19

41 Dos Posos, $2,137,500, 4 Bdrms, 3629 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 03-22-19,
Previous Sale: $1,925,000, 12-11-07

8 Evergreen Drive, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 2437 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 03-22-19,
Previous Sale: $259,000, 07-01-85

21 Ichabod Lane, $925,000, 4 Bdrms, 2034 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 03-22-19

14 Jewel Court, $1,920,000, 4 Bdrms, 2463 SqFt, 2009 YrBlIt, 03-22-19,
Previous Sale: $640,000, 05-16-02

54 La Encinal, $570,000, 2 Bdrms, 1707 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 03-13-19

22 Las Palomas, $1,230,000, 3 Bdrms, 2087 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 03-15-19

4 Muth Drive, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1479 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 03-20-19,
Previous Sale: $841,000, 06-01-05

12 Spring Road, $808,000, 3 Bdrms, 1181 SqFt, 1952 YrBIt, 03-15-19,
Previous Sale: $520,000, 12-07-12

17 Valley View Lane, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2435 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 03-13-19,
Previous Sale: $1,595,000, 04-27-04
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LAMORINDA

999 OAK HILL RD.,, #100

LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.2841400 F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

0:925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B

BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

1021 WILLOW DR., LAFAYETTE

RACHEL DRYER

66 CREST AVENUE, ALAMO

MARY PISCITELLI

3337 WALNUT LANE, LAFAYETTE

TINA FRECHMAN

CALL FOR PRICE  OLYMPIC OAKS, LAFAYETTE FOR PRIC

o

CALL

415.990.1672  SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

$2,749,000 3559 MELODY DRIVE, W.C. $1,849,000

PAT AMES

925.765.9095 925.330.5849

$1,649,000

-

312 RHEEM BLVD., MORAGA $1,275,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

26 N. JACKSON WAY, ALAMO $3,223,000

925.915.0851 MARY PISCITELLI 925.765.9095

$6,195,000

BRYAN HURLBUT/JULIE DEL SANTO  925.383.5500

$1,749,000

49 E. ALTARINDA DRIVE, ORINDA

PAT AMES 925.330.5849

1040 BOLLINGER CYN RD., MORAGA  $1,150,000
R A e

795 CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA $1,375,000

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

DRE# 01134641

RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796
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This Happy Valley home features a modern, clean kitchen perfect for Photo provided
living and entertaining.

925-377-0977 Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Upscale design and
finishes featured in
Lafayette Juniors
Kitchen Tour

... continued from Page D1

In order to manage the number of guests at
each home, tour goers are asked to select one
house from which to start the tour. Upon entry at
the starter home, visitors will receive a program
with a detailed map and driving directions to
each home. Tour goers may then tour the re-
maining homes in any order they choose. When
a home reaches capacity it will show as “sold
out,” but that simply means tour goers need to
start the tour at a different home.

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,
our team is able to fackle any room

you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitfchens.net




X 1290 Bear Creek Road, Briones

P, t

How would you like to live on a 6 acre private gated estate with
phenomenal views that feels like a million miles from anywhere
yet only minutes to everything you need?

PADDY KEHOE TEAM

tiriores Begional Pask

E 1290 Bear Creek Rd
Flapynye Valfey Red
[Erinmes Rescrvoir ks ol
- Brapimp Area
u & Beepy Hollow
Bowim & Tennis Chuls
W Sleepy Hinlkow Schiool

T Wagner Ramch School

wk W Oirindla Lafayerie "~m
Consnery Clulbi  Ressraoir LaFsyeils
; Hecrealion
o gemavaney. [a i
Hecsegiian !'I;.I'rl_n-lrh
Ard

4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,449 Sq Ft | 597 Acres | $1,695,000 Highlights
1290BearCreek.com - Small farm on the edge of town c

- Separate 3 stable barn with a tack room

This private and spacious 4 bedroom, 4 bath home, with in-law unit o o o
sits on nearly 6 acres in Briones on the Orinda border. This stunning - Nearly 6 acres e e
gated estate offers the best of both worlds with spectacular views, - Close to Briones Regional Park

horse stables, and minutes to Lafayette and Orinda. The ultimate in - Private gated driveway

suburban country living. . L
Y 9 - Wrap around deck with panoramic views

- View of Briones Reservoir

* In-law unit

The Paddy Kehoe Team
Dave Schurhoff

9259979569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201

Claudia Gohler

925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslielomand@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

COMPASS

only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
estate brokerage.
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian for May
FireScaping

“Some say the world will end in fire.” — Robert Frost

By Cynthia Brian

A running crown fire came rolling down the hillside toward our Lake
County mountain cabin, moving faster than any human could run. All ex-
its were blocked. Trees vaporized. Sixteen civilians trapped in the valley
were being gathered in the meadow around our house. This acre of lush
green grass would be the safety zone, everyone’s last hope of survival.
Ninety firefighters had been spread out along the roads, trails, and hill-
sides in the fire’s path. Their orders were to stay put until the fire was
upon them, then to light a backfire and escape to our meadow.

The energy released was a hundred times that of a normal forest fire,
with an explosive force nearing the intensity of a small atomic bomb.
Everyone prayed. My sister and her husband said their goodbyes. Death
seemed seconds away. Besides being a farmer, our dad had been captain
of our volunteer fire department for 46 years. Dad built the safety zone.
“Daddy,” my sister prayed, “please don’t let us die like this.”

Then, almost imperceptibly, the roar began to diminish. The fire con-
tinued to rage for 14 days in nearby canyons, ultimately burning over
82,000 acres. At the time, it was the second-worst firestorm in United
States history, the subject of national training videos for firefighters and
showcased on an episode of the TV series, “20/20.”

I chronicled this epic true story in my book, “Be the Star You Are!® 99

Photo Cynthia Brian

A dry creek riverbed with hosts and appropriates is helpful.

Welcome They say you are known by the company you keep.

We are fortunate to be known for our extraordinary agents that distinguish us

Gifts for Living, Loving, Laughing, and Learning to Make a Difference.”
throughout the Bay Area and in communities all over the world. The chapter is appropriately titled The Gift of Survival. (First Editions
Please join us in welcoming the newest member of our Lamorinda office. available from http://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store).

When a town called Paradise is transformed into burning hell incin-
erating everything in its path within 24 hours and becoming the deadliest
and most destructive wildfire in California and United States history, it is
prudent for Lamorindans to make fire safety a priority.

A few months ago an Orinda resident reached out to me asking if I
would write an article on how to landscape with fire prevention in mind.

ANN NEWTON CANE Melanie and Ken Light had contacted Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chief
415.999.0253 Dave Winnacker to find out how to become a Firewise neighborhood. Be-
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com ing fire wise is dependent on everyone in a neighborhood being diligent
AnnNewtonCane.com about keeping their property fire safe because fires do not honor prop-
Lic.# 02084093 erty lines. If one home’s landscape is pristine and the neighbor next door

has overgrown bushes, brush, or low hanging trees, all of the properties
become indefensible.

Lamorinda is rural, wooded, and has minimal escape routes. Many of
the plants and trees growing throughout our area are highly flammable
including pines, cypress, cedar, fir, bamboo, acacia, juniper, Pampas
grass, rosemary, ivy, arborvitae, miscanthus and eucalyptus. Heat moves
up and many homes are on hills. Fire speed and severity is stronger on
slopes where vegetation management is crucial.

Just as there is no such thing as a deer-proof plant, a fire-proof plant
is a myth. Under the right conditions, every plant will burn. Referring to a

annnewtoncane@gmail.com plant as “fire safe” means that it tends not to be a significant fuel source
Golden SOtheby’S www.annnewtoncane.com by itself. Some plants chemical compositions resist heat and combustion.
Gate | irernationat reatty Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated ... continued on Page D16

If you're ready to buy or list your home, | can guide you through the
process—give me a call today! | would love to extend my real estate
services to your friends, family, and colleagues. Please share my contact
information with them. It would be my pleasure to assist them
with the selling or buying process.




Orindawoods Estate Home

ONE OF A KIND

620
Kite Hill Rd

4 bd, 3 bth, 2782 sf*, .79 Acres, Price Upon Request

* One of a kind Orindawoods estate home
* Sylvan setting with views on 3% of an acre

* Orindawoods amenities - tennis courts,
swimming pool, clubhouse, complimentary
commuter shuttle to BART

. . COLDUMELL GLOBAL
620KiteHill.com Lju:{[:iw

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Offi ce is Owned by a
Subsidiary of NRT LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verifi ed this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to
their own satisfaction. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and
cooperate fully. Real Estate Agents affi liated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Conatractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Melanie Show cCAL BRE #00878893
925.360.0344 cell
melanie@melaniesnow.com

MelanieSnow.com




Being Neighborly

We hope everyone is enjoying the warm sunshine
and much needed break from the rain. We recently
listed a home and naturally during the first open
house many neighbors come to check it out. They are
curious about the floor plan, updates and how their
home compares. We love it when neighbors come to
visit homes we hold open. Neighbors show potential
buyers that this is a neighborhood where people take
pride in ownership and care about their real estate
investment.

Neighbors are invested in the sale as it provides
a data point for how much their home is worth. For
some, it is important because it provides a basis to
determine the equity they have in their home or if it
is a good time to sell. The condition, fixtures, square
footage, lot size of recent sold homes helps realtors,
appraisers and buyers determine a home’s value.

Buyers are investing in a neighborhood and not
just a home so there are some important things you
can do to help your neighbor in selling their home and
ultimately yourself. The most important thing you can
do is help ensure your neighborhood shines as bright
as possible. Keep your yard tidy and pull garbage bins
off the street. If you have animals be conscious of
open house times and schedules and keep animals
inside. Sellers have an obligation to disclose a loud
barking dog or a failing fence. Neighbors just need to
seem well, neighborly. It might even provide you with a
good excuse to trim back your hedge or tidy your yard
up a bit. The bottom line is a successful sale benefits
everyone and lifts all neighborhood home values.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS
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Top design picks from Kitchen and

Bath Industry Show

By Johanne Poulin

Described as the place to see the latest de-
signs and products from over 600 leading
brands, the Kitchen and Bath Industry Show
is North America’s largest trade show dedi-
cated to all aspects of kitchen and bath de-
sign. It’s a must for designers who want to
offer their clients the latest in kitchen and
bath design, and a great way to get behind
the scenes with some of our favorite
vendors.

While it’s always a challenge to narrow
down to a few favorites, here are our top

picks for this year:

Smart efficiency. We’ve seen a huge
increase in ‘touchless’ and ‘connected’
products in the home, and that trend is con-
tinuing. Many of us already have ‘smart’
thermostats and home monitoring devices,
but a growing number of kitchen appliances
and bathroom fixtures are also starting to
get smarter. We’re seeing app-enabled
ovens, refrigerators, washers, bathtubs
trashcans and even kitchen scales, doing
everything from simply turning remotely to
monitoring and re-ordering your groceries.
Smart sensor integration in faucets, show-
ers, lighting and showers offer not just con-
venience, but also California building code
compliant energy and water efficiency, ease
of use for anyone with limited mobility.

Bold colors and patterns. Our love af-
fair with the crisp white kitchen shows no
signs of fading, but the white subway tile is
giving way to a resurgence of bold pat-
terned tile in showers, floors and back-
splashes. There were stunning options on
display - everything from handcrafted glass
and ceramic in bold colors and textures and
traditional large scale patterns that draw
the eye, to intricate mosaics in every shape,
material and combination.

It wasn’t just the tile that was bringing
out the color - cabinet manufacturers are
offering some bold color options that work
wonderfully in California kitchens and
bathrooms. Navy and gray featured in
many displays, often in combination with
white or wood, their more dramatic tones
drawing the eye and providing a warmth
and drama to every space.

Johanne Poulin is a former OB/Gyn who has grown Project Guru Design from its early days
offering interior decor and staging services to an award winning full service design firm
offering detailed 3D renders and walk through technology. She combines a lifetime's

passion for creative work with the precision

and attention to detail developed from over
20 years in medicine. She strives to
understand the client's unique style and
present them with personalized design
'prescription’, helping them to achieve

thoughtful, livable and functional spaces that

will serve them for years to come.

PROJECT GURU

see DESIGN e e
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MAGNIFICENT
MARCHANT RANCH
HOME

5 2 Great

Bedrooms Baths Neighborhood

2 ’ 2 04 ' 63 Cul-de-sac

Sq. Ft Acres

3469 South Silver Springs Road
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925.9637189
sue@suelayng.com
www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

ASSOCIATES

DRE# 01301392
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OLCENBE

REALTOR

Coming Soon in Campolindo
Make Your Dream House Come True

Coming to MLS May 10, this 4 bedroom, 2 bath, single-
story home has a great layout and private yard. Located
in the sought-after Campolindo neighborhood close to
the Cabana Club and top-rated high school, you couldn't
ask for a better location.

The living and family rooms have vaulted ceilings. There
is a kitchen/dinette and a formal dining room. The yard
has a flat area and then, up a small slope, another usable
area with no rear neighbors.

Call for pricing and address information

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

saRusy

©2018 Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered tradetaiicensed to Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Edlial Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agentsiafflated Wit Coldviell Bankef Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldvwel Banker Residentixal Brokerage or NRILLLC: CAIBREicense #01908304
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MATTHEW MoLEOD

£F

Matt Knows

MORAGA.

JUST LISTED!
A . 7

312 Rheem Blvd., Moraga * $1,275,000
3 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Bathrooms, 2,096 sf, .84 acre flat lot

Tucked in the heart of Moraga, in a super convenient location, sits this wonderful single-level
ranch home that offers gracious living indoors and out! The neighborhood is desirable not only
for its scenic setting, close proximity to commuter routes, and sits just down the street from
the Rheem Valley Shopping Center. This charming home offers the perfect blend of formal and
casual living space, large bedrooms, and the seamless indoor/outdoor living makes it a true
entertainer’s delight. This home exudes California Living!

SOLD! OVER ASKING!

795 Camino Ricardo, Moraga + $1,375,000
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1,870 sf, .28 acre flat lot

Perfectly positioned on a corner lot in one of Moraga’s most loved neighborhoods,
this charming single-story home is coveted for its location... just steps away from Los Perales
Elementary School. This location desired for its flat streets, large sidewalks, and central Moraga
location which offers easy access to commute routes, the Moraga-Lafayette Trail, Moraga
Country Club, Moraga Shopping Center, and the Sunday Farmer’s market.

Matt McLeod, REALTOR®

925.464.6500 * matt@dudum.com
DRE 01310057

—
DUDUM

L ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902
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1893 School Street, Moraga 107 La Quinta Street, Moraga
3065 sqgft | 4Br | 3Ba | .25+/- Ac Lot 3 Br| 2 Ba| 4032 sqft lot | 2 Car garage

Single level updated home close to everything. Pool. Lovely updated home with chef’s kitchen.
www.1893SchoolSt.com . . . . www.107LaQuintaSt.com . . . .
$1,750,000 $995,000
™ - - _% 1 i
—— . m
-! ‘. — B ..:I' '_::F
| .t - I |
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4 Leeward Glen, Lafayette 4 Shannon Court, Moraga
3945 sqgft | 4 Br | 25Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot 5155 sqft | 5Br | 4.5Ba | 2.22+/- Ac Lot
Unique property on a very private view lot. Great value! Spacious custom home on a large wooded lot.
www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . . . . www.4ShannonCourt.com . . . .

$1,599,000 $1,895,000

MEn B

ELENAHOOD 925 254-3030

REAL ESTATE GROUP Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

www.Orinda.com Cal BRE 1221247

Q Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,

omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.



Ln I

-
~ —
-~

- =

A

- s ’-. »
-~ B P
5 &5 ﬁ F
. e

NEw PRICE !l
« el .

424 CAMINO SOBRANTE , ORINDA| $1,849,000
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15 EASTON COURT , ORINDA| $1,495,000 11 GARDINER COURT, ORINDA | $2,450,000

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=— BLUXURY

vftwse A;SOCIATESR \/i | |a ge

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com | www.clarkthompson.com ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367
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EELAL EETATE TE &AM

620 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Offered at $3,150,000 | 620MichaelLane.com

This beautifully crafted 3,877+/- square foot

Burton Valley retreat on 94+/- acre is a splendid
combination of classic beauty and sophisticated
elegance enhanced by numerous upgrades and

luxury appointments. Completely rebuilt in 2006, this
extraordinary 4 bedroom plus bonus room, 3.5 bath
masterpiece enjoys peaceful, gated privacy, complete
with meticulously landscaped grounds, a sparking pool
with automatic cover, flat grass area, outdoor fire pit,
— el 3-car garage, chicken coop, 96 Cabernet vines and an
% - sensationally luxurious outdoor pavilion.

Individually Unique.
Collectively Complete.

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336 .
bi@brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informa-
tional purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as < @ M PA S S
or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




THE DANA GREEN TEAM Proudly Presents

207 Paseo Bernal, Moraga
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556 ArrowheadDrive.com $1,795,000 207PaseoBernal.com $895,000
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 2584+ Sq. Ft. | .24% Acre Lot 3 Beds | 2 Baths | 2044+ Sq. Ft.

Lamorinda's #1 Realtor Since 2011!
925.339.1918 | DANAGREENTEAM.cOM | DRE 01482454

COMPASS

Orinda
Lafayette
Lafayette

$3,495,000 959 Sunnyhill Road $3,195,000
5+ Bed 4.5Bath 5100+ SqFt 121+ Acres
959sunnyhill.com

$3,495,000 1140 Camino Vallecito
4+ Bed 4.5Bath 3716+ SqFt 0.50+ Acres
1140caminovallecito.com

1 Sycamore Road
5Bed 4.5Bath 3977+ SqFt 124+ Acres

1sycamore.com

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
925.7166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com

Lafayette

$2,700,000 4 Ock Flat Road $1,995,000 chrisswim.com
5Bed 4F/3H Bath 4,600+ Sq Ft 096+ Acres 4 Bed 35Bath 3,007+ SqFt 0.66+ Acres

3651boyer.com 4oakflat.com C @ M PA S S

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement

3651 Boyer Circle

is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




SLOWING MARKET7

begq to diffenr.

A RN

Sold! Sold! Sold! Sold! Sold!
3 Charles Hill Place 10 Lost Valley Drive 3875 Quail Ridge Road 5 Williams Court 3 Lost Valley Court
Orinda $1,440,000 Orinda $1,355,000 Lafayette $2,225,000 Orinda $1,606,000 Orinda $2,250,000

Pending ! Pending ! Pending ! Pending ! Pending !
13 Estates Drive Off-Market Sleepy Hollow 1087 Upper Happy Valley 45 Tara Road 22 Oak Ridge Lane
Orinda Orinda Lafayette Orinda Orinda

2019 is off to a running start. Let us help you find the right fit.

FINDING THE Right FIT

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates Village Associates
925.708.8116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897
emily@amyrosesmith.com amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | | a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.

Sold!
30 Miramonte Drive
Orinda $665,000

Pending !
224 Seclusion Valley Way
Lafayette
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian for May
Firescaping

Mock orange is fragrant in bloom but a recommended fire-resistant species.

.. continued from Page D6

It is critical to keep plants around our homes well maintained and pruned
as a fire protection tool. The closer plants are to the house, the more care is
needed.

Firescaping is simply a landscape design that reduces house and prop-
erty vulnerability to wildfire. While enhancing the beauty of the property,
we surround the house with plants that are less likely to ignite and create a
defensible space.

Characterlstlcs of Highly Flammable Flora

Dry and dead leaves, twigs, branches

Abundant, dense foliage

Needles

Low moisture foliage

Peeling, loose bark

Gummy sap

Leathery or aromatic leaves

High resin, terpene, or oil content

High, uncut or dry grasses
Characterlstlcs of Fire-Resistant Flora

Hardy, slow growing plants that don’t produce litter or thatch

Native plants that are drought tolerant with internal high water content.

Generally, California natives are more tolerant of deer and fire.
(see Nature’s Natives: April 17, 2019,
https://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/
issue1304/Digging-Deep-with-Cynthia-Brian-for-
April-Natures-Natives.html)

Trees with thick bark that restrict the growth of invasive shrub species
and hardwood trees such as walnut, cherry, maple, and poplar are less
flammable. Deciduous trees and shrubs are generally more fire resistant
because they have a higher moisture content when in leaf, lower fuel vol-

Photos Cynthia Brian

Lilacs are beautiful and less flammable than other plants.

ume when dormant, and usually do not contain flammable oils.

Supple, moist leaves with little to no sap or resin residue.

Low growing ground covers.

Bulbs.

How to Create a Fire-Resistant Landscape:

Include fire-resistant features such as pavers, bricks, pavement, gravel,
rocks, mulch, dry creek beds, fountains, ponds, pools, and lawns. Water fea-
tures including ponds, streams, and pools can be helpful fuel breaks.

Select high moisture plants that grow close to the ground with a low sap
and resin content. (See an included list of plants, shrubs and trees)

Maintain all plants and lawns. Clover, groundcovers and grasses that
are kept low and green through irrigation are excellent alternatives. Mow,
prune, water and space appropriately.

Leave space between plants.

Minimize the inclusion of evergreen trees within 30 feet of structures.
Clear debris and understory. Have clearance of all trees within 20 feet of
chimneys.

-Remove invasive species or swaths of flammable plants including ivy,
rosemary, broom and juniper.

Moist mulch, rocks or gravel can be used for firescaping. (Bark and leaf
mulch can ignite unless sufficiently wet. Usage not recommended near
structures.)

When planting trees, identify the tree size at maturity.

Prune trees carefully to remove the possibility of fire laddering.

Arrange plantings in clusters and islands, with those near structures be-
ing smaller.

Consider the combustibility of decorative features such as gazebos,
fences, sheds, porches, and junk areas. Keep appropriate clearance to reduce
the threat of burning embers.

Bare ground is not recommended due to soil erosion.

.. continued on Page D17
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... continued from Page D16

General Rules of Fire Safety
Heed the checklist from our
local fire departments to cre-
ate a defensible space around
your home. To reiterate fire
district recommendations:

Prevent embers from ig-
niting your home by clearing
leaves, needles, and debris
from gutters, eaves, porches
and decks.

Mow grasses and weeds.

Keep your garden
watered.

Prune tree limbs to keep
the lowest branches 6-10 feet
from the ground.

Reduce “fire fuel ladder- &
ing” by not allowing bushes or S5 S He
trees to touch one another.

BT

Keep combustible materi- An Orinda home BEFORE photos with fire-prone plantings.

als 15-30 feet away from
structures.
Maintain your property and be alert for any fire danger.
For further safety tips visit www.mofd.org/fire-prevention/abatement.

Through proper plant selection, placement and maintenance, we are able to diminish the possibility of ig-

nition, lower fire intensity, and reduce the spread, helping our homes to survive the blaze. A fire-resistant The Orinda home AFTER clean-up of branches,
landscape reduces the risk to our homes while enabling firefighters a place to defend our structures. shrubs, and debris.

... continued on Page D18

Paul & Virginia Ratto

925998.9501
vvarni@pacunion.com
rattoandratto.com

DRE 00900621 | 01361537

1173 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

5 BEDROOMS | 3.5 BATHROOMS | 4,466 SQ.FT. | 0.77 ACRES

Lovely custom home situated in a serene setting in central
Lafayette, minutes to BART, freeway and shopping. Built in
1990 with vaulted ceilings, crown moldings, recessed lighting,
hardwood floors, bright open floor plan, kitchen/family room
combination, large formal living and dining rooms and huge
master suite with sitting room and luxurious bath. One other
bedroom and bath on main level, then 3 bedrooms and 1
bathroom downstairs with 2nd family room/bonus room. 3-car
garage, wrap-around decking with filtered views and flat lawn
area. Original owners. Call for More Information!

Offered at $2,399,000 | 1173brownavenue.com

COMPASS
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Photos Cynthia Brian
A cherry tree in bloom with sedum and bulbs underneath is

“fire-safe”

... continued from Page D16

Helpful Websites:

National Fire Protection Associa-
tion: www.nfpa.org
Moraga-Orinda Fire District:
www.mofd.org

Fire Safe Marin (We are not in
Marin, but this is a great resource):
www.firesafemarin.org

Pacific Northwest Fire Resistant

is fire resistant.

Spacing is imperative and Columbine

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Plants: www.firefree.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Fire-Resistant-Plants.pdf
University of California Cooperative Extension:
https://ucanr.edu/sites/fire/Prepare/Landscaping/Plant_choice/

Las Pilitas Nursery (although this nursery is in Santa Margarita it has the best
website that gives burn times for various plants. Plus it also has deer resistant
information as well.) www.laspilitas.com/easy/deerfire.htm

Sign Up for Alerts:

Contra Costa County Community Warning System: https://cwsalerts.com
Alerts for Your Specific Area: www.nixle.com
Sample Listing of Plants that are Fire-Resistant
(I reiterate, no plant is fire-proof. Maintenance, pruning, watering, spacing, lo-
cation are all extremely important elements for fire safety.)

Bulbs (tulips, daffodils, iris, hyacinth, freesia, etc. Cut stalks to the ground

when leaves are dry)

California redbud
Sage

Penstemon
Heather

Fuchsia
Columbine
Thyme

Poppy

Wild strawberry
Common yarrow
French lavender
Lilac

Coreopsis

Ajuga

California lilac
Society garlic
Alliums
Dianthus

Yellow or Purple ice
plant

Creeping phlox
Lamium

Alliums, society garlic, onions
have high water content.

Sedum
Succulents
Veronica
Armeria
Agapanthus
Trumpet Vine
Daylily
Heuchera
Hosta

Red hot poker
Lupine
Delphinium
Echinacea
Lamb’s ear
Yucca

Roses

Salvia
Evening primrose
Daphne
Boxwood
Rhododendron
Spirea

Dogwood

Mock orange
Azalea

Current

Viburnum

Horse chestnut
Liquid Amber
Honey locust
Crabapple

Purple robe locust
Fruit trees (varieties
of cherry, plum, pear,
peach, apricot)
Black oak
Hawthorne

Birch

Aspen

Poplar

Maple

Manzanita (prune
without dead wood)
Walnut

Dogwoods are beautiful in
bloom and less flammable.
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Harry Houdini wrote, “Fire has always been and seemingly, will always remain, the most terrible of the elements.” Use your common sense. If
you need additional help, consult a professional. Contact your fire department for a Fire Wise walk. Invite neighbors to a meeting. Come talk to me
at the Be the Star You Are!® charity booth at the Moraga Community Faire from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 11. Buy garden gifts for
Mother’s Day. (Http:/www.BethestarYouAre.org/events)

Fires are in our future. Hopefully, we won’t require a green meadow safety zone for survival, yet we need to be prepared. Make firescaping an
ongoing conversation.

In the meantime, get out to weed, water, prune

and maintain. Do what you can to be fire safe.
Happy Gardening.
Happy Growing. Happy Mother’s Day!

McDonnell \@ Nursery

family owned since 1933

- . "."-'--.I_" e T X °
Crabapple trees are a good specimen choice M h ' D G ﬁ '
for fire resistance. Ot er S a‘y 1 S ®
: i . o Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Get Out & Stay Out! 2

F

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reasonto “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

garden hat gifted to her from her firefighter
son-in-law.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the vineyards of
Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new hooks, Growing with the Goddess Gardener
and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers at

www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures. barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
www.GoddessGardener.com We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 - www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Donate to Fire Disaster Relief via Be the Star You Are!® 501 c¢3 at
www.BethestarYouAre.org Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

ORINDA

ORINDA

ORINDA

38 Ivy Drive

Super location, delightful 3
bed/ 2 bath home with
style and ease of living.

$1,125,000
ORI N DA

15 Easton Court

Delightful home of creative
design & quality craftsmanship
on a beautiful lush lot.

$1,495,000
ORINDA

New Listing

22 Oak Ridge Lane

Cooler than cool! A contemporary
gem in the hills with walls of
windows and views of Mt Diablo.

$1,295,000
MARTINEZ

42 Millthwait Drive
Located in a delightful
neighborhood, close to

trails.

$848,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

33 Camlno deI Diablo

Ideal wooded sanctuary in
the hills, 3 bed/2 bath with

eat in kitchen.
$1,165,000

ORINDA

9 Valley View Drive

Exquisitely remodeled
details of classic architecture.

$1,795,000
LAFAYETTE

2 Juniper Drive
1.25 acre lot. Lovely family home
with great character & charm.

Conveniently near fwy & shopping.

$1,295,000
MARTI N EZ

914 Morello H|IIs Drive
Lovely home, great location, formal
living & dining, a kitchen/ family
room combo, backs to open space.

$875,000

craftsman
home, reflects the charm & elegant

170 Ravenh|II Road

Level entry home, master suite
on main floor with vaulted

ceilings, an updated kitchen.

$1,175,000
ORINDA

424 Camino Sobrante
Delightful  family

dining with a modern kitchen.

$1,849,000
MORAGA

60 Wandel Drive

New listing! Beautifully
remodeled 4 bed / 2 bath
home at end of cul de sac.

$1,495,000

MARTINEZ

New L|st|ng

114 Stonehurst Court
Stunning Alhambra Valley home
with 360 degree unobstructed
views with Mt. Diablo.

$2,895,000

home  of
exceptional charm. Formal living &

76 La Cuesta Road

Ease of one-level living. Abundance
of windows, ideal location! Close to
BART & shopping.

$1,265,000

ORINDA

New Listing

121 Oak Road

Minutes from town, this custom
home has dramatic living spaces, &
openness that flows throughout.

$1,850,000
ROSSMOOR

Pending

1621 Ptarmigan Drive
Level-in Villa Cordova condo
with overlooking the Rossmoor
Buckeye from balcony.

$375,000
CLAYTON

5679 Pine Hollow Road

Only 1 Left! Beautiful New
Construction Single Story Homes w/
4 Beds + office on .35-.41 acre lots

$1,175,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (@UEEYAe/ NIt

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens I
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





