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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Growing wisdom
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A path leads to lavender, roses and succulents.

By Cynthia Brian

“Never does nature say one thing and wisdom
another.”— Juvenal

Excited about the glorious weather at the
beginning of May, I spent two days getting out
the patio furniture from storage, washing it
thoroughly, and adding fresh, comfy pads to
the chaises and chairs. My husband power-
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Photo Cynthia Brian

washed the patio on Mother’s Day as I hung
the double hammocks and finished the out-
door decorating in preparation for family
barbecues and garden gatherings. My entire
landscape had exploded with magnificent
blooms of roses, azaleas, rhododendrons,
bearded iris, peonies, pelargoniums, sedums
and African daisies. The horse chestnut and
locust trees were laden with cascades of

Feng Shui: The importance of elemental layers ... read on Page D6

white flowers while lavender and jasmine
scented the air with the fragrance of heaven.

My weather app reported sprinkles on the
horizon but Mother Nature had torrential
rains planned. As the gray skies opened and
the downpours continued, I scrambled to
store the furniture, pads and hammocks un-
der our awnings and in the shed, but not be-
fore everything, including me, was drenched.
Another lesson learned ... we can’t stop the
rain ... nor do we want to.

Actually, I am always happy when it rains
as my garden gets a big drink of life-giving
liquid. In those weeks of warm sunshine, the
ground had quickly dried out, making it diffi-
cult to weed, to plant, and to dig out my rocks
that had been buried in the winter mud. This
wet weather provided another opportunity to
get my chores done more easily, albeit wear-
ing a semi-waterproof hat and jacket.

The seeds scattered in April never
sprouted. I'm not sure if they drowned or
were washed away with the copious amounts
of rain or if the birds dined on them.

... continued on Page D15

Princess of Monaco rose.
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IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

66 Heather Ln.,

Orinda

A Jewel in the
Heart of Glorietta

Offered at
$1,799,000

3 Lucille Way,
Orinda
Hidden Beauty

near downtown
Orinda

Offered at
$1,385,000

1349 Camino
Pablo, Moraga

Modern Luxury in
prime location

Price Upon
Request

27 Knickerbocker

Ln, Orinda

Spectacular Views

Price Upon
Request

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Lastreported ) o\yest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 4 $1,043,000 $2,210,000
MORAGA 6 $489,000 $2,200,000
ORINDA s $1,106,500 $2,605,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

960 2nd Street, $1,043,000, 2 Bdrms, 1272 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 04-18-19,
Previous Sale: $150,000, 07-15-13

3393 Angelo Street, $1,540,000, 3 Bdrms, 1698 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 04-08-19,
Previous Sale: $130,000, 08-01-78

3314 Stage Coach Drive, $1,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3594 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 04-08-19

3094 Sweetbrier Circle, $2,210,000, 4 Bdrms, 2371 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 04-18-19,
Previous Sale: $205,000, 07-01-85

MORAGA

2075 Ascot Drive #221, $489,000, 2 Bdrms, 1213 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 04-15-19,
Previous Sale: $450,000, 06-27-05

4 Brandt Drive, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 3124 SqFt, 1984 YrBIt, 04-18-19,
Previous Sale: $1,066,000, 06-19-02

1861 Joseph Drive, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 2603 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 04-17-19,
Previous Sale: $825,000, 06-25-02

118 La Quinta Street, $1,575,000, 3 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 04-18-19,
Previous Sale: $1,095,000, 06-07-12

30 Miramonte Drive, $665,000, 2 Bdrms, 1152 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 04-15-19,
Previous Sale: $519,000, 02-26-16

3 Willow Springs Court, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2980 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 04-17-19,
Previous Sale: $1,308,000, 07-11-03

ORINDA

85 Camino Encinas, $1,106,500, 4 Bdrms, 2903 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 04-15-19

30 Las Palomas, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2530 SqFt, 1964 YrBIt, 04-17-19,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 06-17-15

4 Risa Court, $1,360,000, 3 Bdrms, 2025 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 04-16-19

202 Stein Way, $1,884,000, 4 Bdrms, 3706 SqFt, 1997 YrBIt, 04-15-19,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 12-14-98

119 Via Floreado, $2,605,000, 4 Bdrms, 3362 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 04-16-19,
Previous Sale: $2,150,000, 05-27-14



Meet The Paddy
Kehoe Team
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PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Paddy Kehoe
925.878.5869

DRE 01894345

Claudia Gohler

925.765.8081
claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com

Reasons to use
Paddy Kehoe

Don't take our word for how great we are, read the reviews.
Our clients have voted us as most liked real estate agent in Lamorinda 2018.

N

COMPASS

- More 5 star reviews than any other agent in Lamorinda

- Highest sale-to-list ratio

- We pay for staging on all the homes we list

- We can fund the improvements to prepare your home for sale*
- Compass is the #1 brokerage in Lamorinda

*Interest free funding to prepare your home for sale through the Compass Concierge program.

Dave Schurhoff

9259979569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslielomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but
is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein

shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




143 Birchbark Pl,, Danville $1,785,000
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms,
3,062 sf, .5,200 sflot
Tucked at the end of a cul-de-sac, w/premium
views, sits this gorgeous Blackhawk Estate
home thats been updated throughout!
The turn-key home boasts a spacious
floorplan and many custom touches

NEW LISTING!

39 Miramonte Dr., Moraga $745,000
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms,
1,147 sf, 1,456 sf 1ot
Charming doesn’t even begin to describe
this sunny and bright end-unit townhome
in popular Miramonte Gardens.

Viatt Knows
LAMORINDA

(and beyond!)

NEW LISTING!

MATTHEW MGLEI‘JD
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NEW LISTINGI

478 Kingsford Dr., Moraga $1,598,000
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms,

2,609 sf, .46 acre flat lot
Entertainers’ dream home...move-in ready!
This Executive home is situated in one of
Moraga’s favorite neighborhoods, on a
coveted cul-de-sac.

SOLD!

312 Rheem Blvd., Moraga ¢ Call for Price
3 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Bathrooms,
2,096 sf, .84 acre flat lot
A wonderful single-level ranch home that offers
gracious living indoors and out! The neighborhood
is desirable not only for its scenic setting, but also
for its access to Moraga’s top-rated schools.

Matt McLeod, REALTOR®

925.464.6500 -
DRE 01310057

matt@dudum.com

4060 Fiora Pl., Lafayette $1,350,000
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms,
1,916 sf, 10,800 sflot
Situated at the end of a cul-de-sac in the highly
desirable Hidden Valley neighborhood, in a
super convenient location, sits this wonderful
single-level ranch home that offers gracious
living indoors and out!

REPRESENTED BUYER
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11 Redwing PL, Moraga $1,555,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms,
2,202 sf, .4l acre lot

Incredible court location on .41 acres of privacy
and views of St. Mary'’s college and rolling hills.

This charming executive home offers classic

charm plus an updated open floor plan.
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902
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DRE#01882902
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999 OAK HILL RD.,, #100

LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.2841400 F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

0:925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B

BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

BLUXURY
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

949 SNYDER LN, WALNUT CREEK CALL FOR PRICE

VALERIE DURANTINI

49 E. ALTARINDA DRIVE, ORINDA

VALERIE DURANTINI

1928 ASPENRIDGE CT, W.C. NEW PRICE! $879,000

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

COMING
SOON!

415.999.6116  SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

$1,650,000 478 KINGSFORD DRIVE, MORAGA $1,598,000

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

4060 FIORA PLACE, LAFAYETTE $1,350,000

925.999.6116  MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

184 CREEKDALE ROAD, WALNUT CREEK $1,599,000

HURLBUT TEAM

925.383.5500

89 KINGS OAK, WALNUT CREEK  CALL FOR PRICE 22 TOLEDO COURT, LAFAYETTE

$6,195,000

BRYAN HURLBUT/JULIE DEL SANTO  925.383.5500

33 OLYMPIC OAKS DRIVE, LAFAYETTE  $1,595,000
« . - i - -

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

D, LAFAYETTE = $1,250,000

3140 OLD TUNNEL ROA|
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PAT AMES 925.330.5849

1021 WILLOW DRIVE, LAFAYETTE $1,149,000

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672

PAT AMES

925.330.5849

DRE# 01134641

RACHEL DREYER

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796




Introducing
Compass
Concierge

We all know that the key to maximizing your
return on the sale of your home is ensuring it looks
it’s best. Frequently getting your home to look its
best requires home improvements to prepare your
home for what today’s buyer is looking for. The
challenge comes in how to finance the cost of these
home improvements and finding qualified contractors
available to do the work. We have the solution.
Compass recently launched an industry leading
Concierge program that fronts the cost of your home-
selling improvements. From cosmetic renovations,
painting, flooring, landscaping, pest control and deep
cleaning to moving & storage, Compass Concierge is a
comprehensive home preparation financing solution.
When your home sells Compass will be reimbursed
for the cost of the work without adding any additional
costs or fees. In addition, we also have the labor!
Unlike other realtors, under Raintree Homes (CSLB#:
1047454), we are also licensed and insured general
contractors with a team of seasoned staff. Our goal
is to make the home selling process as painless as
possible while maximizing your return. Please don’t
hesitate to contact us to learn more and we look
forward to hearing from you with your real estate
questions. Erin-925.951.3817; Darrick - 925.900.8218

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS

Page: D6 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

(0101295 (0)1%158

Wednesday, May 29, 2019

Feng Shui

The importance of elemental layers

By Michele Duffy

Perhaps you’ve noticed, even with the rain,
that the early summer season has begun
and we are happily awash in a complete
symphony of seasonal layers — mating ritu-
als of birds dancing about, bunnies peering
from tall grasses, or massive flowers bob-
bing gently in the sunlight. These seasonally
rich layers remind us that nature is power-
fully abundant and is aligned perfectly with
the age-old timing cycles. Layers reveal
depth and create happiness, as well as har-
monious and sumptuous feng shui.

The layers of feng shui are as varied and
complex as a moody Napa cabernet, but it is
important to properly layer fung shui ele-
ments in the appropriate Bagua areas. Un-
derstanding how the Bagua areas optimally
work together can create a holistic, restora-
tive and sustainable environment to mani-
fest the life you want now. If attracting a
new relationship is inviting your curiosity,

. Photorovided
Layering and creating an active yang front entrance might include arching dancing
lights, custom gates, and lots of fragrant flowers. A welcoming secret garden always
creates the magic reflected in thoughtful design.

keep the Bagua area opposite Relationships
—wisdom/self-knowledge/skills — in mind
and pay more mindful attention to auditing
this area as well. The close relationships of
all Bagua areas to one another is often
overlooked, and it is important to address
this for greater success.

The Five Elements help to activate the
Bagua areas in your home using the actual
element, color or shape. To represent the
water element, we might add a water fea-
ture such as a fountain, or an Orchid to
bring in the wood element.

Other layering aspects of feng shui are
designed to create greater harmony and Qi
flow including furniture placement, lighting
and fragrance. Understanding how to apply
all of these elements is not complicated,
however, it is why many people choose to
work with a professional to avoid over-
spending and to methodically prioritize to
create the results you want most.

... continued on Page D8



New Listing!
e 3660 Happy Valley Road e Lafayette e
Gated Private Estate Setting
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5 Bedrooms | 5.5 Baths | 5235 Sq Ft | .69 Level Acre | 4 Car Garage
Beautiful grounds with sparkling pool, large level lawns & wonderful entertaining spaces.

- -T Offered at $3,595,000

It's Village. Of Coursel

- A

i Linda Ehrich Ashley Batitersby

9256981452 925-323-9955
| DRE# 01330298 DRE# 01407784

linda@lindaehrich.com ashley@ashleybattersby.com

@lamorindalinda @ashleybattersbyhome

505 | It's Village. Of Course. "".I.-"ll Hiage
. o

s com | @village

ABETOCIATES
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Feng Shui

The importance of elemental layers

.. continued from Page D6

A professional can also be helpful during remodels to
choose cost-effective solutions that do not negatively
affect the feng shui.

Here’s a helpful step-by-step guide to add feng shui
layers to your home:

1) Start with intention. Ancient Bon Tibetan Buddhist
and wisdom Daoist traditions all draw upon the Qi of the
person, and it begins with inner reflection and choosing
an intention to benefit others and self, with great care
given to exact details of your wishes.

2) Honor lineages. Depending on what school of feng
shui you choose to work with, pick one and stick with it
to avoid confusion around Bagua orientation.

3) Use the Bagua map (see diagram, Page D14).
Overlaying the Bagua map correctly over your home or
office and correctly do an energetic audit.

PREMIER B
KITCHENS

Your vision
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops,

there is no project too big or

small for our team.
Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500
3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549

info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net

Wood-Mode

Fis LL'I-lIJll-I. CARISETEY

www.lamorindaweekly.com 925-377-0977 Wednesday, May 29, 2019

4) Include the Five Elements. Bagua areas are each
ruled by one of the Five Elements — water, wood, fire,
earth and metal, as well as colors and shapes.

5) Start small. Pick one key area of the Bagua map and
go from there.

6) Assess. Physically inspect each Bagua area of the
home, yard and master bedroom

7) Add layers as needed. Add, subtract, move, or
repurpose elemental layers as required and add
subliminal layers to activate your wishes.

8) Take stock. Allow yourself time to experience the
changes you make, notice what shows up, and if you can
feel your environment creating the results you want
Now.

In this modern world of stress, anxiety, worry or fear, Extra bamhoo chimes
as individuals we needn’t be swept along in a tribal way = 5pe hung to lift the Qi
toward burnout. ... continued on Page D14 4f the home.
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JUST LISTED

OVER THE MOON for. Underiull!

37 Underhill Road, Orinda

+/- 1838 Sq. Ft., 3 Bed, 2 Bath, .20 Acres, 2 Car Garage
(PLUS additional 380 Sq. Ft. Detached 1 Bed, 1 bath)

Offered at $1,195,000 | Open House: Saturday 6/1 and Sunday 6/2 1-4pm

FINDING THE

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith
Village Associates Village Associates
9257088116 AMYROSESMITH 925.2123897
emily@amyrosesmith.com amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | age www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.




My Orinda Favorite

vl 325 Miller Ct Orinda
$2,698,000 ..
5Bed | 4 Bath | 3939 Sq Ft | 1.01 Acres

Suzi O’'Brien
925.286.8520

oRe ouseee COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting
or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Open Sunday, 1-4pm
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4 Leeward Glen, Lafayette 104 Coral Drive, Orinda
3945 sqft | 4 Br | 25Ba | 2.2 +/- Ac Lot 2041 Sqgft | 4 Br | 3 Ba | .25+/- Ac lot

Striking and spacious house with amazing views. Lovely single level mid-century home w nice back yard.
www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . . . . www.104CoralDr.com . . . .

$1,599,000 $1,400,000

qani'!_f.f ._l ,l_ﬁw;‘
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. ‘ | 1 Magee Court, Moraga
Our Chents arc Always #1 3304 sqgft | 4 Br | 25 Ba | Bonus Rm | .33+/- Ac Lot
Completely updated single level Sanders Ranch home

www.IMageeCt.com Kirsten Buckley 510.612.6173

o g $1,995,000
] / Visit www.Orinda.com for

more info on these and other P

Coming Soon listings M Q "

Follow us @elenahood REAL ESTATE GROUP
@ for a Snapshot of

life in Lamorinda Q25 254-3030

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Q Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,

omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the
services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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110 Camelia Lane, Lafayette | 5 bd |4 ba | 3888 sgft | .71 ac | $1,795,000

New Inventory Coming Soon to Market:

Homes in the Del Rey, Miner Road and Campolindo Neighborhoods.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=— .
REAL ESTATE BROKER \/I | |a 2€

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

ASSOCIATES
Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com It's Village. Of Course.
www.clarkthompson.com




Beautiful Homes,
Personalized Service

HEC S aubelle

GROUP
Nancy Stryker

Realtor®
925.890.6911
DRE 01290021

Pending- Represented Buyer

79 Bates Boulevard, Orinda
5Bed 3 Bath 2,526 SqFt $1,795,000

Sold
Sold

147 Las Vegas Road, Orinda 91 Rheem Boulevard, Orinda
5Bed 3Bath 3100 SqFt $2,200,000 3Bed 2Bath 1492 SqFt $1125000

Sold

Sold- Represented Buyer

903 Oak Street, Lafayette 30 Las Plaomas, Orinda o
3Bed 2Bath 1512SqFt $1.225000 5Bed 3Bath 2,532 SqFt $1,350,000

sed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but s subject C @ M I M~ S S

, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed
ional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Feng Shui

The importance of elemental layers
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Abundance is located on the far right of the Bagua map and is
also ruled by the wood element. Include prayer flags, hamboo
chimes, gold fish in flowing clean fountains, planted herbs, red
geraniums, and Nandina or ‘Lucky’ Bamboo in green pots to
activate this area.

... continued from Page D8

Feng shui allows us to have significant control over our
environments and create the shifts that we want to experience much
more than we might realize. Feng shui creates ease, possibilities,
openness, and spaciousness. Keeping that in mind, the layers of feng
shui will abundantly allow a return to the canvas of home to create
layers, to tweak and improve.

Experience the initial changes before adding new layers, and try
to be mindful of the broader perspective regarding the needs of the

entire family. What truly makes a home a home are the people who
live there; the layers of sound feng shui should mirror and support
what those people are dreaming about. If you want your home to
provide the same nurturing sense of healing as experienced in nature,
try to slowly invite a few of the layers I've shared and allow your
home to help manifest the life you want now and be the retreat it is
meant to be!

WEALTH &
PROSPERITY
XUN
Wood

FAME &
REPUTATION

Li Kumn

Fire Earth
Southeast South Southwest

Pu-l'ﬂ'_l‘ Rincd Bink

Sumimer

RELATIONSHIPS

JOY & COMPLETION

FHEN TaL N Dui

Wood Earth Metal
Enst Canter West

Grean Orange, Yellow White

Autumin

Spring

KNOWLEDGE &
SELFCULTIVATION

CAREER &
OPPORTUNITIES

GEM
Earth
MNortheast
Blue

Wl Tt r
L LRLLS

Michele Duffy, BTB M.E.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999, enjoys
creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as well as
hiking in nature, cooking, and spending time with her family; Canyon
Ranch Feng Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red
Ribbon Professional. To schedule a professional

2019 Feng Shui Consultation, contact Michele at

(520) 647-4887 or send an email to

spaceharmony@gmail.com.

Hest of
M houzz

2019
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian
Growing wisdom
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Crocosmia, the firecracker plant, combines well
with baby roses and snapdragons.

... continued from Page D1

I decided to buy seedlings of tomatoes, peppers, zucchini and cucum-
bers and try once again to sow seeds of beets, carrots, arugula, lettuce
and beans. Several gallons of boxwoods were also purchased to re-
place the dead ones in my hedge. It’s hard to resist buying truckloads
of plants when everything is so enticing. As I grow wiser, my rule is to
only buy what I can personally plant within my time limits. It’s a good
rule for anyone to follow.

As you start planning your spring and summer planting, remem-
ber the garden design guide of planting in odd numbers: groupings of
three, five, seven (or more) plants help to create a more natural and
aesthetically pleasing look to the human eye. To achieve this, plant the
same variety of flowers in each odd grouping, or create color blocks
with several similar varieties.

For fragrance, pollinators and beauty, add lavender to your gar-
den in full sun and well-drained soil. Lavender doesn’t like soggy soil
so plant slightly above the soil surface so the water drains away.
Lavender makes an excellent companion plant to roses, controlling
the nasty pests and attracting the beneficial insects. When planting
your roses, give them breathing room because when roses are
crowded they become susceptible to powdery mildew. Roses also need
well-drained soil, compost, and natural fertilizers. As blossoms fade,
deadhead the stems to ensure continued blooms through winter. To-
gether roses and lavender make a sweeping sight.

An elegant purple bearded iris.

Photos Cynthia Brian

Pink Bonica shrub roses
flanked by cornflags.

... continued on Page D16

Purple and white African daisies.
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Five-star professionals defining and promoting professional excellence. Negotiating
transactions in the hundreds of millions of dollars. High energy, results-oriented, backed
by a dynamic team of industry leaders and the power of an iconic global brand. Sotheby’s
International Realty brings you Julie Ann Poppi and Ann Newton Cane.

Ann Newton Cane Julie Ann Poppi Gold
415.999.0253 925.683.0134 Cato Sotheby's
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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian
Growing wisdom
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My favorite old-fashioned peonies are blooming and available
to purchase and plant in full sun. Peonies offer gorgeous flowers in
a multitude of colors and shades and their foliage will add structure
to your garden until they die back in winter. Peonies are perennial
and will probably outlive all of us.

It’s time to plant summer blooming bulbs: gladiolus, crocosmia,
dahlias, begonias and lilies. Crocosmia, also known as firecracker
plant, blooms all summer in fiery shades of red, orange and yellow.
It requires little care and combines well with other ornamentals to
create a beautiful scene in your yard. Crocosmia is also a magnet
for hummingbirds and provides a vivid splash of color to
containers. I like to gather them for my indoor arrangements as
they are long lasting as cut flowers. You’ll find a wide selection of
summer bulbs at your favorite nursery and garden center.

Succulents are always a wise choice for drought areas. Sedum
dendroideum is a shrub-like perennial plant with yellow blooms
that attract bees. It thrives in warm weather, doesn’t need much
water, and continues to expand in size. You can cut off pieces and
plant in other areas to create a succulent hedge. The deer will eat its
fleshy stems so it is not a good specimen in areas where the animals
roam.

Every day I learn something new in the garden, usually by
the mistakes I unwittingly make. 'm excited about the forthcoming
summer, yet I am reveling in this spring season that has included
plenty of rain. The more I rake, dig, weed, plant, sweep, and mulch,
the more I grow wisdom.
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ARTISTIC BEAUTY IN THE GLORIETTA NEIGHBORHOOD

Stylish and elegant contemporary home with quality amenities
and architectural touches. 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, approximately
3,369 sq. ft. with numerous Pella dual pane windows and
doors, skylights, bamboo and cherry wood hardwood floors
and separate au-pair set up with kitchenette. Nestled on a
beautiful .35 acre lot in a serene and tranquil wooded setting
with lovely views from the outdoor decks and direct access to
the secluded yard from many rooms. Conveniently located just
Paul & Virginia Ratto minutes to 12 years of excellent Orinda schools, Meadow Swim
& Tennis Club, shopping, freeway and BART.
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for June

CUT back daffodils, tulips, hyacinths,
bluebells, freesias, and other bulbs
once the leaves have turned crispy
yellow.

ADD companion plantings of
Oriental poppies, alliums,
delphiniums, daylilies, salvias and
peonies.

RESCUE newly hatched nestlings
without feathers that have fallen out
prematurely by putting them back in
the nest, if reachable. If you find
baby birds with feathers on the
ground, leave them alone. The
parents of these fledglings are
probably nearby bringing them food
before they learn to fly.

PLANT summer blooming bulbs
including gladiolus, crocosmia,
dahlias, begonias and lilies. Plant the
bulb pointy side up, but if you are
not sure, plant your bulbs sideways
and they’ll find their way to the
surface.

Photos Cynthia Brian
Bright yellow flowers on a hedge of sedum dendroideum.

ADD risers to sprinkler heads in
boxwood hedges that are too short to
eliminate death by drowning.
Boxwoods don’t like too much water.

FILL bird feeders with fresh seed.

CLEAN patio furniture (maybe
again) in preparation for warm
weather.

SHARPEN lawn mower blades.

WEED, weed, weed. With the ground
still moist, this is an opportune time
to do round three of weeding so that
the plants you love will get more
water and nutrients to survive the
summer.

READ the Guide to Wildfire
Preparedness and Evacuation. It is
essential that every family create an
emergency plan. For information on ] ] ] ]
what you can do in your landscape Fluorescent crimson rhododendron glistens in the rain.
to help protect your home from

wildfires, read Firescaping:
https://www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1305/Digging-Deep-with-Cynthia-Brian-for-May-FireScaping.html

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing!
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Old-fashioned yet imminently fashionable,
baby pink peonies.

Cynthia Brian under the pistache tree.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to
Boomers at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Cherry-colored pelargoniums add brilliance to a garden.
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Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts  Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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5 Loma Linda Court
Classic Orinda rancher; 3 beds/ 2
bath with a warm, clean design,
and windowed floor plan.

$1,165,000
ORINDA

11 Hacienda Circle

Gorgeous home with classic
character and stylish open floor
plan. Ideal for entertaining.

$1,595,000
ORINDA

26 Via Hermosa

Scenic property located on ideal
knoll top setting! Over 4000 SqFt
of living, views, prime double lot.

$1,995,000

259 Lakefield Place
Spacious 5 bed/ 4.5 bath Moraga
estate with new kitchen and
appliances: situated on 1.72 acres.

$1,895,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates

33 Camino del Diablo

Ideal wooded sanctuary in the
hills. 3 bed/ 2 bath with eat in
kitchen that flows into backyard.

$1,165,000
ORINDA
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9 La Senda
1st time on market! Fabulous mid-
century! Stunning views, dramatic
entertaining areas, artistic detail.

$1,850,000

383 Miner Road

East Coast meets West Coast!
Orinda Country Club Cape Cod
home on 1.32 acres, updated.

$2,695,000
MORAGA
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218 Willowbrook Lane
Beautifully designed 4 bed/ 4.5
bath. Dramatic entry, vaulted ceil-
ings, hardwood floors.

$2,195,000

5679 Pine Hollow Road
Final home in development! New
construction, single story home with
4 beds + office.

76 La Cuesta Road

Nestled on a private knoll this level
home provides a functional floor
plan with tasteful design integrity.

$1,220,000

8 Santa Lucia Road
Restored classic Spanish style home
with Carmel by the Sea ambience.

$1,895,000
LAFAYETTE

-

3469 S. Silver Springs Road
Perfect place to call home! approx
2204 sqft, 5 bed/ 2 bath on level
private lot in sought after area.

$1,489,000

L

$1,175,000

2804 Aptos Way
Lovely 4 bed/ 2 bath with open floor
plan and cheerful kitchen. Perfect for
entertaining.

One level 3 bed/2 bath patio home
with vaulted living room, formal
dinning & modern kitchen.

$1,399,000
ORINDA
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51 Charles Hill Road

Fabulous nature setting on .62 acres.
Main house is 4 bed/ 3 bath with
additional separate guest home.

$1,925,000

New Listing

110 Camelia Lane

Happy Valley home with modern
kitchen, remodeled baths and 3088
sqgft of incredible living space.

$1,795,000
SAN RAMON

New Listing

$925,000
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