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Public Works welcomes
new assistant engineer
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New Public Works Assistant
Engineer Sharon Chan

By Vera Kochan

Moraga’s Public Works De-
partment has filled the assis-
tant engineer position left va-
cant since June of last year.
Sharon Chan has joined
the team full-time in April af-
ter working as a part-time
contract engineer since No-
vember. Her most recent
work experience has included
the cities of Mill Valley and

that brought her to Moraga’s
attention. Chan assisted Pub-
lic Works Senior Civil Engi-
neer Shawn Knapp to get the
Caltrans funding for the New
Canyon Bridge Project. An-
other of her specialties is
working on encroachment
permits.

Chan commutes to work
from her home in Solano
County, and said, “I don’t
mind the drive. It gives me a
chance to listen to the radio
and relax.”

Stated Chan, “Working for
both Fairfield and Mill Valley
had good qualities, and I re-
ceived a lot of land develop-
ment experience. Mill Valley
gave me the opportunity to
work on sewer and repaving
projects.”

While earning her degree
in civil engineering from Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo, Chan
interned for San Francisco
County. She said, “I learned so
much from all of the issues
that go on in a big city.”

Moraga may not come
close to the size of San Fran-
cisco, but it most certainly has
seen its recent share of infra-
structure problems. Chan’s

Moraga Arco armed robbery suspects
captured in high-speed chase

By Vera Kochan

The whole scenario was like
something out of a movie or TV
show, except that it actually
happened in Moraga.

Around 8 p.m. on Sunday,
May 26, during the Memorial
Day weekend, three suspects ar-
rived at the Moraga Arco Car
Wash and Gas Station, 425 Mor-
aga Rd., with the intent to com-
mit armed robbery. The sus-
pects, one female and two
males, were all under 18 years
of age.

Kurosh Ghassem, Arco’s co-
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Arco gas station on the corner of Moraga Road and Rheem Blvd.

pointed a gun to his head while
one of the males held a knife to
his chest. The third suspect re-
mained in the car.

Once the suspects fled the
gas station, heading toward
Lafayette on Moraga Road, the
employee called 911. Thus be-
gan a high-speed chase that took
nearly 30 miles to complete.

According to Moraga Police
Det.Kevin Mooney, the MPD
shared the suspect and vehicle
descriptions with other police
agencies. Lafayette Police De-
partment was the first to spot
the vehicle, and so began the
pursuit onto Highway 24 head-

of nearly 110 mph.

The chase ended on a city
street when the suspects
crashed their vehicle into a
civilian vehicle whose passen-
gers escaped serious injuries. At
this point, the driver exited the
vehicle and began to flee on
foot. Sheriff's deputies found it
necessary to deploy a taser on
the escaping suspect. All three
suspects were taken to a hospi-
tal for examination before being
remanded into custody at the
Contra Costa Juvenile Hall in
Martinez.

Mooney praised LPD saying,
“The way Lafayette handled the
whole thing was textbook.” He
also credits the Contra Costa
County Sheriff’s Office, Califor-
nia Highway Patrol, Pittshurg
Police, Concord Police and Anti-
och Police Departments.

MPD officers Cpl. Russell
Douthit and Craig Walker ar-
rived on the scene where the
gun and the cash tray were re-
covered.

Ghassem said, “My father
wants to work with police to
keep this from happening
again.” After an investigation
follow-up with Mooney, Ghas-
sem was assured that the MPD
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Your home.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand between where you

are and where you belong. By pairing knowledgeable agents with

intuitive technology, we deliver a modern real estate experience in

Our mission.

the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

125 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda The Lucasey Team 248 Draeger Drive, Moraga Regina Englehart 18 Ardor Drive, Orinda Jim Colhoun

5Bed | 4 Bath 925.324.0299 4 Bed | 3 Bath 925.876.9076 4 Bed | 3 Bath 925.200.2795
$2,495,000 lisa.ridout@compass.com $1,895,000 regina.englehart@compass.com $1,850,000 jim.calhoun@compass.com
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.
All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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