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Many families came out to celebrate dressed in red, white and blue at last year's parade.

Family-friendly activities planned for Fourth of July

By Sora O’Doherty

For the past 35 years, community members have
gathered along the parade route in downtown
Orinda to cheer as marching bands, bagpipers,
martial arts demonstrations, floats, stilt walkers,
singers, dancers, and local clubs pass by, starting in
Theatre District on Moraga Way and winding
through the Village District on Orinda Way. This
year’s festivities promise to be equally fun, with
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Grand Marshals Bobbie Landers and Ann
Christofferson, “Pioneers of the Parade,” kicking off
the 36th annual Fourth of July “Best Hometown
Parade” at 10 a.m. Seniors who wish to view the
parade in comfort can sit in covered bleacher
seating provided by the Orinda Association’s
Seniors Around Town program in front of the
Community Center on Orinda Way.

Landers said that she started the parade the
year before Orinda incorporated in order to give a
community feeling to Orinda. “That’s why we have
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the parade on both sides of town, so that we are all
together, Orindans, celebrating and having a good
time.” Christofferson, in 1976, did the first Orinda
parade. At the time she was the director of the
community center. That parade started at the
community center and went north to the old bridge.
“In 1984,” Landers said, “I remembered that there
was once a parade, and we just made the parade
bigger and included both sides of town in order to
bring everyone in the community together.”
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