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Free music and fun marks
decade at Lamorinda Music COMPASS
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1893 School Street, Moraga
3065 sqft | 4 Br| 3 Ba| .25 Ac Lot

Spacious updated house in a great - .
location. Level backyard with pool.

63 Sanders Ranch Rd., Moraga
3114 sqft | 4 Br | 3 Ba | 3 Car garage

Fabulous single level home, completely « -
updated with a lovely backyard.
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nale was a big band cover of
Sweet Caroline by the com-
plete lineup of all Lamorinda
Music's staff and teachers.

Open Sunday 1-4

Open Sunday 1-4

Lamorinda Music celebrated
its 10th anniversary June 29
with four hours of free music,

Community saddened as
Nifty Thrift shuts after
40 years

33 Corliss Drive, Moraga

4 Leeward Glen, Lafayette

3945 sqgft | 4 Br | 2.5 Ba | 2.22 Ac Lot

Unique custom home with versatile
floorplan & extraordinary views. Solar!

2233 sqft | 4 Br| 2.5 Ba | .25 Ac Lot

Wonderful house, close to Los Perales
school. Nice kitchen, great back yard.

www.33CorlissDr.com . .
$1,475,000

www.4LeewardGlenRd.com . .
$1,495,000
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It is the end of an era for Nifty Thrift on
Golden Gate Way, due to close July 15.

By Pippa Fisher

For over 40 years the quaint
little house on Golden Gate
Way has been home to Nifty
Thrift, a second-hand retail
business. Operated under Fu-
tures Explored, the shop has
served as a living classroom
for developmentally disabled
participants in its vocational
program. But as of July 15 its
doors will be shut for good.

Community members,
customers, families, staff and
of course participants are
devastated, largely because
the news seemed to come out
of the blue, with little notice
and even less
communication.

Lamorinda Weekly
reached out to Futures Ex-
plored Director Will Sanford
via phone calls and email but
did not receive any response.

A message on the Futures
Explored website states, “Af-
ter much thoughtful consid-
eration, it has become clear
that the cost to run this busi-
ness due to increased operat-
ing costs and the steady in-
crease in the state minimum
wage has exceeded the rev-
enue we can generate.”

“It is a huge blow to us,”
said Pat Doyle, whose son has
participated in the program
for many years.

Longtime employee Store
Manager Sheila Renfro re-
flects on the generations of
families she has seen come
through - both customers and
families of developmentally
disabled participants. “I have
such an emotional attach-
ment to the community. This
is a family woven together
with the participants in a vi-
able space where they work
as an interactive part of the
community,” she says.

Nifty Thrift grew from its
start in 1975 - then operated
by a grassroots group as a
craft program offering wood-
work, stained glass and
sewing, according to Renfro.

Futures Explored’s mis-
sion statement is to provide
life skills and work-related
training to adults with devel-
opmental disabilities. They
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have about 20 participants,
most of whom work only four
to six hours per week in the
Lafayette store, although four
work full time under the su-
pervision of Employment
Specialist Shabboo Navaii.

Staff members have been
offered options for other em-
ployment, but Navaii asks,
“What about the participants?
What happens to them next?”
Describing how upset they
have been, she adds,“They
didn’t know how to handle
it.” She questions what has
happened to the company’s
mission statement.

Navaii says that her heart
belongs to these people. For
her the money is not impor-
tant. She explains she grew
up in Iran - a country where
she says people with disabili-
ties such as these are kept
hidden away. “This is a spe-
cial place. There is no other
program like this for our par-
ticipants. I don’t know what
will happen to them.”

Renfro and Navaii stress
the importance and support
from the community and say
there has been such an out-
pouring of offers to help, in-
cluding financially, but with
no communication such of-
fers appear to be falling on
deaf ears.

Lafayette resident Effie
Herrick, a retired special ed-
ucation teacher and frequent
Nifty Thrift customer is frus-
trated with the lack of an-
swers. “It doesn’t seem right
to drop something that’s so
successful and supported.”

Futures Explored’s Liver-
more Nifty Thrift is already
closed and the store in Anti-
och is set to close in October.

The staff at the Lafayette
store is marking the end of
this era with a potluck party,
the Nifty Thrift Farewell Bash
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on July
11, as a token of their grati-
tude to the community that
has supported them through
the many years with their
generous donations and
purchases.

“I just wish we could have
worked with the community
to keep it open,” says Renfro.
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NEW PRICE!
:- 29 Canyon View Drive
Offered at $1,995,000

- Canyon Views
- 5Bed |5 Bath
+ 4,000+ Sq. Ft. [ 0.94+ Acres

- Separate Bonus Room With Full Bathroom
- Separate Au-pair Unit With Full Bathroom

. NEW PRICE!
| 4031 Happy Valley Road
Offered at $2,980,000
- Happy Valley Gated Estate
I 4 Bed | 2 Full + 2 Half Baths
- 3,176+ Sq. Ft.| 0.96% Acres

- Sparkling Pool

- SOLD!
3024 Bradbury Drive
Sold at $1,505,00
- Burton Valley Charmer
- 4 Bed | 2.5 Bath
- 2,570+ 8q. Ft. | 0.36+ Acres

- Flat Lot

Call us today for more details!

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP

pricegallegos.com

pricegallegos@compass.com

Amy S. Price
925.997.6808

DRE 01433269
Christine Gallegos
415.606.2047

DRE 01896511

COMPASS






