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Creating a living room that sings

By Amanda Eck

Decorating a space like a living room can feel
like an overwhelming task as you try to put
all the pieces together to make it feel harmo-
nious. You have to consider paint colors for
the walls, what kind of furniture you already
have, what pieces you need, furniture layout,
colors, accents and accessories. Often times
you put everything together and yet the space
still feels "off" or "missing something." Here

Photos provided

are a few tips to get you started on the right
track.
Declutter

The first step of creating a beautiful invit-
ing space is to declutter. Getting rid of the
junk many times frees up extra space in the
room that wasn’t there before. Remove pa-
pers, toys, shoes, or any other miscellaneous
items that do not belong in the living room.
Create a sorting system of three boxes or bags
and label them: keep, toss, and donate. Once

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

.. read on Page D12

your space is cleared out use baskets, bins
and decorative boxes to keep the items that
are staying organized.
Invest in quality

Invest in quality upholstery. Look for
pieces that are made in the USA. Frames that
are made with kiln-dried hardwood and
eight-way hand tied springs (the part where
the cushions sit) are the best construction for
sofas and chairs. For cushions, look for high-
density foam; lesser quality foam can break
down quickly. I prefer cushions that have in-
dividually wrapped coil springs covered with
high density foam and then wrapped with a
soft down fiber. It’s a triple layer cushion
that provides a soft seat yet bounces back
when you get up.

... continued on Page D4
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VLATKA BATHGATE | JIISeiens

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

LT} || Linked [

1349 Camino Pab-
lo, Moraga

Sheltered Oasis in
Sunny Moraga

4 beds/2.5 baths
with solar panels.

Offered at
$1,399,000

2480 Carthage Dr.,
Concord

Opportunity on
Walnut Creek border

4 beds/2 baths,
single level

Offered at $659,000

Excellent
downtown location

3bed/2baths,
approx 1,351 sqft

| Offered at $868,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 21 $785,000 $2,600,000
MORAGA 8 $530,000 $1,958,000
ORINDA 14 $800,000 $2,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3345 Betty Lane, $1,390,000, 4 Bdrms, 1824 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $995,000, 06-25-15

1024 Carol Lane, $1,165,000, 3 Bdrms, 1390 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 07-01-14

1020 Dyer Drive, $1,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 1609 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $1,214,000, 01-26-18

1 Ewart DIx, $1,475,000, 3 Bdrms, 1675 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 06-12-19,
Previous Sale: $986,500, 05-15-15

4060 Fiora Place, $1,470,000, 3 Bdrms, 1508 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-14-19,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 04-07-14

3184 Lucas Drive, $2,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3368 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $2,425,000, 11-18-16

4018 Mario Way, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 2401 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 06-12-19

6 Moss Lane, $785,000, 2 Bdrms, 1559 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 06-13-19,
Previous Sale: $710,000, 02-01-16

33 Olympic Oaks Drive, $1,810,000, 3 Bdrms, 2329 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 06-12-19

1536 Pleasant Hill Road, $1,220,000, 4 Bdrms, 2815 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 06-14-19,
Previous Sale: $800,000, 02-11-15

3918 Quail Ridge Road, $1,285,000, 3 Bdrms, 1728 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-07-19

649 Sky Ranch Court, $1,820,000, 5 Bdrms, 2896 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $1,235,000, 08-08-13

3156 Somerset Place, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $1,440,000, 05-01-17

861 Solana Drive, $1,565,000, 3 Bdrms, 2063 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 06-14-19

629 St Marys Road, $1,210,000, 4 Bdrms, 1844 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 06-07-19,
Previous Sale: $1,210,000, 05-15-19

3589 Walnut Street #D, $853,000, 2 Bdrms, 1506 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $500,000, 10-15-03

8 Warwick Court, $2,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 2664 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $347,000, 05-01-88

1021 Willow Drive, $1,303,000, 3 Bdrms, 1606 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $718,000, 07-18-12

3133 Withers Avenue, $1,398,000, 4 Bdrms, 2644 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 06-06-19,
Previous Sale: $742,500, 12-05-11

1190 Woodborough Road, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 3557 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $1,975,000, 03-19-15

3251 Woodview Drive, $1,805,000, 3 Bdrms, 2839 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $230,000, 06-01-88

MORAGA

119 Alta Mesa Court, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1954 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-06-19,
Previous Sale: $355,000, 08-01-91

2016 Ascot Drive #1, $530,000, 2 Bdrms, 1169 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $440,000, 04-19-06

327 Calle La Mesa, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 1946 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $362,500, 02-01-91

264 Calle La Mesa, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1767 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 03-26-15

208 Corliss Drive, $1,530,000, 4 Bdrms, 2403 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 06-12-19,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 07-14-04

1921 Joseph Drive, $1,985,000, 5 Bdrms, 3330 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 06-07-19

39 Miramonte Drive, $772,000, 3 Bdrms, 1447 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-14-19,
Previous Sale: $389,000, 01-06-11

1850 Saint Andrews Drive, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 2029 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $555,000, 12-07-00

... continued on Page D13
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999 OAK HILL RD.,, #100

LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.2841400 F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

0:925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B

BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

-
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415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

$4,200,000

925.285.1093  BRYAN HURLBUT/JULIE DEL SANTO  925.383.5500 MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS

925.765.9095

$1,649,000 126 HILLCROFT WAY, WALNUT CREEK ~ $1,219,000 CAMINO COLORADOS, LAFAYETTE

$1,195,000
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SHERRY HUTGHENS/ADAM HAME.IAN 925.212.7617

949 SNYDER LANE, WALNUT CREEK

$1,449,000 $1,995,000

3 [

an®
LAy

- i = - o
JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053  TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851  VALERIE DURANTINI 925.999.6116

4060 FIORA PLACE, LAFAYETTE $1,470,000 39 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA $772,000 2433 GOLDEN RAIN RD. #4, ROSSMOOR $470,000
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MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

PAT AMES RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN

925.330.5849

DRE# 01134641

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796




Lamorinda Q2
Market Update

We want to provide a quick market update as

we are all getting much needed pool, barbeque and
vacation time in before school starts. In summary, our
real estate market remains strong. Lamorinda average
sales price is now $1.72M, up 6%, average sales price per
square foot is $655, up 3%, and average days on market
increased 8% to 26 days. Lafayette’s average sales price
per square foot just topped the $700 mark. Lafayette’s
average sales price is now $1.86M and average sales
price per square foot is $706, up 4%. Average sales price
per square foot is $605, up 6% for Moraga and $623,
down 1% for Orinda.
Orinda’s #'s are be bit misleading. While it is true that
Orinda’s average sales price per square foot turned
negative (down 1%), it is primarily the result of a higher
proportion of older vintage homes that require extensive
remodeling that were recently sold and not an indication
that the Orinda market is beginning to struggle. This
trend is also evident in Orinda’s average days on market
that increased by 15% to 33 days, as it generally takes
longer to sell homes that require extensive remodeling.
Orinda’s numbers will turn around quickly as these older
vintage homes clear out of current year figures.

Declining Interest Rates & Bay Area tech IPOs
could boost the real estate market in the second half
of the year. Recent declines in mortgage rates and IPOs
(recent and potential filings) from the likes of Lyft, Uber,
Pinterest, Stripe and Airbnb that are within commute
distance of Lamorinda could boost our real estate
market if stock valuations remain strong.

We look forward
¢ to hearing from
you with your real
8 estate questions.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN

Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com

Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS
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Creating a living room that sings

... continued from Page D1 e —

The spring coils keep the seat
from getting that sunk-in look
you get over time. There is
nothing worse than a cushion
with a bum-print.

And last but not least, the
fabric. Select fabrics that are
stain resistant and easy to clean.
For large pieces like sofas and
sectionals, stick to a solid color
fabric and choose prints for
chairs, ottomans, etc.

Add Texture and Layers

Step back and look at your
space. Is there too much wood?
Too much metal? Use a variety
of different finishes in the space
(i.e glass, wood, metal). Having a
mix of finishes will keep the
room from feeling flat.

Add interest to the space by
layering in different textures
with different fabrics, throws,
pillows, baskets and trays.
Accent Pieces -

Accent furniture is a piece of
furniture that stands out be-
cause it complements the space.
Choose interesting pieces that
are different in either shape,

Photos provided

urge to buy matching sets.
Matching side tables are fine,
but choose something different
for the coffee table. Accent
pieces do not necessarily need to
be practical or utilitarian, but
serve to draw the eye in and create visual excitement.
Utilizing these tips will help take you from drab to fab.

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based Amanda
Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's interior should be
both approachable and well- appointed. She often asserts, "Beauty is a
necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary and classic
design she fashions spaces that are both elegant and inviting. Her
design aesthetic is inspired by anything visual but especially fashion,
architecture and art.

Visit http://amandacarolinteriors.com for more design ideas.




Orinda | 90mossbridge.com

90 Mossbridge Lane

5Bed | 4 Bath | 4,154 Sq Ft | $2,350,000

Beautiful 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom home in the highly
sought after Orinda Downs neighborhood on the end of a
private road. This 4,154 sf home is an entertainer’s dream
with amazing flow between indoor and outdoor spaces.
Store your wine collection in either the temperature
controlled wine cellar attached to the main house or the
wine refrigerator in the pool house. An oasis of relaxation
and privacy with stunning infinity edge pool and fully
equipped Tuscan pool house with full bathroom and

bar area. A built-in fire pit surrounded by citrus trees
completes the resort style living.

Briones | 1290bearcreek.com e
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4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,449 Sq Ft | 597 Acres | $1,595,000
This private and spacious 4 bedroom, 4 bath home, with
in-law unit sits on nearly 6 acres in Briones on the Orinda
border. This stunning gated estate offers the best of both
worlds with spectacular views, horse stables, and minutes
to Lafayette and Orinda. The ultimate in suburban
country living.

k Claudia Gohler Dave Schurhoff
Pt 925.765.8081 9259979569
DADSY KEHOSTeAM claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498 DRE 01834201
Paddy Kehoe Mary Staten Leslie Lomond
925.878.5869 925.890.6875 650.799.2110

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

mary.staten@compass.com

DRE 01947354 DRE 01968517

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not in-
tended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

dave.schurhoff@compass.com

leslie.lomond@compass.com
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SUMMERHILL HOMES- VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE & TOUR OUR IDEA HOME e« FRI - TUE 10am-5pm
226 SONORA RD (GPS: 523 RHEEM BLVD. MORAGA)

CT A SO TEL (888) 858-1367 « EMAIL: BELLAVISTASALES@SHHOMES.COM




19 HILLCREST DRIVE, ORINDA| 3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | | .52 ACRe | $1,299,000
Set in the heart of the family-friendly Glorietta neighborhood & a short walk to the elementary school.

T e

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

BLUXURY

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com




Congratulations to
The Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton Team
for being featured on the 2019 list of
Americas Best Real Estate Professionals

1 Sycamore Road $2,995,000

G E N U I N E ?Bed 4.5Bath 3977+ Sq Ft 124+ Acres
REAL ESTATE sycamore.com
EXPERTISE

Chris Swim
Lic. 00943989
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

Lafayette

Tracy Keaton
Lic. 01051349
925.766.1136 1140 Camino Vallecito ' 3,495,000

tracy@tracykeaton.com S sSot 3T saFe 00
tracykeaton.com

Lafayette

3651 Boyer Circle $2,495,000
5Bed 4F/3H Bath 4,600+ Sq Ft 096+ Acres
3651boyer.com

655 Crossridge Court

$2,035,000

NOT ON MLS! f

Crown Jewel'of Orlndavx(oods..:.. over 2600 sq. ft. smg.le' story wnth !evel out ycrc! and panoramic views 4 Oak Flat Road $1,795,000
from all the right rooms, including Master Bedroom, Living and Dining Rooms, Kitchen and extra large 4Bed 35Bath 3007+ SqFt 066+ Acres

breakfast room...The home that everyone patiently waits for ... is coming soon! 4oakflat.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771 All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made s to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.



SUMMER IS BUSY
HELPING OUR BUYERS AND SELLERS

e q‘”fb ¥

Jr Al

JUST liated.

14 Albo Court, Orinda
4 bed, 2 bath, +2208 sq ft, .5 acres
CALL FOR PRICE | Open House: Sat 7/27 and Sun 7/28 1-4pm

FINDING THE

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates Village Associates
9257088116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897
emily@amyrosesmith.com amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
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Finding you new neighbors
one house at a time

JUSTSOLD

870 Birdhaven Court, Lafayette
Sold for $2,300,000
with 5 offers

Coveted Trail Neighborhood home
close to town with updated kitchen,
pool and lush yard.

Represented buyers.

| E— e

501 Bavarian Court, Lafayette
Sold for $1,550,000
with 7 offers

Burton Valley stunner with
remodeled kitchen, beautiful yard
and good trail access.

Represented buyers.

327 Calle La Mesa, Moraga
Sold for $1,250,000
with 3 offers

Campolindo rancher with
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, and flat yard.
Great area and location.

Represented sellers.

Off-Market in Glorietta, Orinda
Sold for $1,800,000

Four-bedroom home set on more
than 1/2 acre with lawn, bocce ball
and outdoor kitchen in a sought-
after neighborhood.

Represented buyers.

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com

925-324-0405
BRE #01373412
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©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Colduwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LEC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliatediwith Coldwell Bafiker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLG; Coldwell Banker Residentixal Brokerage or NRT LLC. CaIBRE License #01908304.

Newer Custom Craftsman Near The
Heart of Orinda and BART!
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65 Oak Road
$2,075,000

4 Bed 3.5 Bath 4,011+ Sq Ft 0.49+ Acres

Impressive Orinda custom craftsman brings the outside in! This
fabulous family home has beautiful oversized and well positioned
windows showcasing the surrounding oak trees and natural wooded
setting. Don’t miss the expansive bonus room with wet bar that
provides additional & functional living space. Storage galore in this
splendid home! You must see this home to appreciate its beauty!

650akroad.com

{Mary Robbins

Realtor®

925 963 8294
Mary@MaryRobbins.com
MaryRobbins.com
License # 01063438

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Calfornia and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity

laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale
or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All

measurements and square footage are approximate.
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PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to fackle any room

you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net

!
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Lisa Schoenhouse
Lic. 01420876
925.788.4521

lisa@schoenhouseandmanter.com

SCHOE JUSE

A Team to Trust

Working from the belief that buying or selling a home is one of

the most important decisions that you will make in your lifetime,
Schoenhouse & Manter was founded to provide our clients with

the highest level of personalized service in coordinating the

many aspects of the process that make a successful real estate
transaction a reality. Our team is known for its forward thinking
approach, deep understanding of local market dynamics, and

dedication to integrity and professionalism. We align our
resources to work together towards achieving your goals and
YES, we can be in two places at once!

Ask us about our complimentary staging service and the
Concierge program offered through Compass which fronts the
cost of services that can increase the value of your home ... no

hidden fees, no interest charged — ever.

schoenhouseandmanter.com

Miles Manter
Lic. 01896801
925.788.0723

property@milesmanter.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Prep a picnic or pool party

Photos Cynthia Brian
A tray with colorful plastic glasses, cool
sunglasses, and the cocktail recipe are ready
for the pool party.

By Cynthia Brian

“There are few things so pleasant as a picnic
eaten in perfect comfort.” — W. Somerset
Maugham

Perhaps because I practiced interior design
as a professional member of the American Soci-
ety of Interior Designers for 25 years, or per-
haps because my gardener mother always cre-
ated gorgeous, casual and delicious summer
gatherings, my style of summer outdoor enter-
taining has always included color, surprises and
fun. With the lovely warm weather, whether
it’s throwing a blanket on the deck for an im-
promptu picnic or setting a stunning table for a
themed get-together, dining alfresco is my pre-
ferred approach to feeding my guests.

My cues arrive in collaboration between my
interior and exterior spaces. Since I designed my
garden to be an extension of my home, the out-

door eating areas complement the kitchen creat-
ing an inviting flow from my interior décor to the
garden rooms. Creating this sense of serenity and
continuity is as significant to the outside of the
home as it is to the inside. Before I plan my menu
or my decorations, I meander around my garden
spaces, investigating what flowers will be bloom-
ing during the fete and what fruits and vegetables
will be ready for harvesting. I want to know what
scents, textures, lighting, and colors will be on
display on that particular day or evening. Once
I've taken a few photos and made notes, the party
planning begins.

The goal is to always serve a menu filled
with fresh, homegrown ingredients that honor
the colors of the rainbow. Whatever is ripe in
my garden at the moment will star in the meal.
If I didn’t grow it, 'll purchase what’s in season
from a local fruit stand or farmers’ market.
Tomatoes, beets, arugula, carrots, peppers, egg-
plant, corn, cucumbers, watermelon, peaches,
nectarines, tangerines, apricots, cherries, apples
and eggs are a few of my normal staples that
will inspire not only the carte du jour, but my
tablecloths, floral arrangements, and tableware.

If it’s a pool party, sturdy yet pretty shim-
mery plastic ware is essential as bringing glass
near a swimming area is a major no-no. Making
sure the lounge chairs have fluffy beach towels,
the fountains are spouting or gurgling, and the
planters are filled with colorful combinations of
annuals are part of designing an inviting setting
that encourages the guests to grab a drink, re-
lax, and inhale the fresh air.

For a picnic on the lawn, experiment with
an edible arrangement of herbs that can flavor
the picnic fare served on paper plates. Basil,
thyme, rosemary, mint, sage, lovage, calendula
and nasturtium are starters. Setting up a game
of croquet offers a sense of play and recreation.
For a more formal party, covering chairs with a
gauzy material and fashioning a more extrava-
gant centerpiece with roses or peonies adds ele-
gance to the occasion. Besides serving wine,
beer or other beverages, consider crafting an
original cocktail to get the festivities rolling.

Here’s a refreshing summer garden cocktail
that I concocted for a girlfriend’s birthday that
is both luscious and appealing. Measure ac-
cording to your liking.

i & -

Make your pool resort-like with fountains,
urns filled with flowers, and comfy chaises.

Summer Garden Cocktail (or Mocktail)

Muddle together watermelon (including the
melon juice) and mint leaves.

Add the juice of Meyer lemons and limes.

Stir in a spoonful of honey.

Pour into a pitcher with equal parts
sparkling water and ginger ale.

Add tequila or your favorite alcohol. (Elimi-
nate the alcohol for a mocktail)

Stir and pour over crushed ice into glasses
rimmed with salt.

Garnish with a spring of mint and piece of
melon on a tiny toothpick umbrella.

... continued on Page D15

Paella cooking on the outdoor grill is a crowd
pleaser.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

ORINDA

75 Barbara Road, $1,460,000, 2 Bdrms, 1796 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $720,000, 03-05-13

228 Camino Sobrante, $1,561,000, 3 Bdrms, 1929 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-13-19

226 Glorietta Boulevard, $1,260,000, 3 Bdrms, 1686 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-12-19

46 Hacienda Circle, $2,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2604 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-11-19

38 Ivy Drive, $1,075,000, 3 Bdrms, 1896 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-07-19,
Previous Sale: $865,000, 08-13-14

67 Loma Vista Drive, $1,375,000, 4 Bdrms, 2266 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-07-19,
Previous Sale: $855,000, 10-18-12

14 Monterey Terrace, $1,125,000, 5 Bdrms, 6030 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $3,461,500, 04-25-14

121 Oak Road, $1,795,000, 4 Bdrms, 3200 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 06-13-19,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 09-27-06

9 Oak Arbor Road, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 4542 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 06-14-19

14 Ramona Drive, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2872 SqFt, 2005 YrBIt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $475,000, 04-20-98

91 Scenic Drive, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2445 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 06-05-19,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 04-16-18

129 Spring Road, $990,000, 3 Bdrms, 1252 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-03-17

98 Underhill Road, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1849 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 06-11-19

20 Via Callados, $1,412,000, 4 Bdrms, 2244 SqFt, 1975 YrBIt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $336,000, 01-01-88
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for August

STAY hydrated. Drink lots of water, don’t do garden chores in the extreme heat, and keep
sports drinks on hand.

BE fire safe. Read how to landscape your garden to be more fire-resistant.
https://blog.voiceamerica.com/2019/05/21/firescaping-for-survival/

STAKE gladiolus as they tend to be top-heavy and fall over.
DEADHEAD roses and other perennials to keep the blooms coming.
CLEAN pruning shears with alcohol after each use.

CONTINUE weeding. Make sure to cut any dry, tall grass.

HARVEST fruit and vegetables in the morning for best flavor and nutrition. A few of the
fruits and vegetables that are currently ripe are plums, peaches, apples, melons, tomatoes,
cucumbers, beets, beans, corn, carrots and zucchini.

PICK up any fruit that has fallen on the ground to prevent rodents, raccoons, turkeys, and
other critters from invading your garden.

ENCOURAGE herb growth by pinching the tips. Use the cuttings in your recipes.

MULCH your garden to retain moisture and keep roots cool. Do not use gorilla hair as it is
highly flammable. Keep all mulches moist.

SOW seeds of brassicas including cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, kale, and kohlrabi
for an autumn harvest.

PLAN now for autumn planting.
WATER plantings in containers daily, if needed. The heat dries out pots quickly.

ORDER spring-flowering bulbs from catalogs including tulips, Dutch iris, daffodils, woodland
hyacinths, and whatever else grabs your attention.

PLAN a picnic party. Re-live your summer camp frolics. Casual or upscale, the fun begins
outdoors.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing!

Turn outdoor dining into an elegant affair with gauzy
Comfortable lounge chairs under umbrellas for shade in the loggia. fabrics and formal floral displays.
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... continued from Page D12

Don’t forget the kids!

Make mocktails. When the three or four generations of our extended family gather, the little ones
get excited shouting, “picnic party, picnic party.” We’ll paint faces, run around blowing bubbles, climb
through nylon tunnels, splash in the pool, and dance to silly songs. A big mat or cloth is spread on the
grass or the deck with platters of finger foods. The kids happily dive in for the feast.

String lights, candles in jars, patio heaters, and your favorite tunes all add to the comfort and con-
tentment. Nothing is ever perfect. There will be spills, breaks, trampled flowers, bug bites, and burnt
barbecue. But that’s the splendor and unpredictability of partying in the garden. As Erasmus said, “No
party is any fun unless seasoned with folly.”

Enjoy the dazzling days and easy evenings of summer with a picnic or pool party. Kick off your
shoes, slather on the sunscreen, don your sunglasses, and chill out. Summer is a time to slow down to
appreciate being outside surrounded by nature.

Kids enjoy a picnic party on the deck with a patio
heater for warmth, face painting, and finger foods.

Cynthia Brian preparing the meal including
roasted nectarines for a casual picnic pool

party.

McDonnell &V Nursery

redeem your McDonnell bucks in August

I -

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and

family owned since 1933 )

Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to
Boomers at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor ¢ House Plants * Gifts
Jewelry » Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

Iq'

- New Listing

29 Camino Del Monte

Mid-Century modern, 3 bed/ 2 bath,

approx 1782 sq ft on 1.5 acres. First
time on market in over 55 years.

Great location! $750,000

ORINDA

New Listing
19 Hillcrest Drive
Desirable Glorietta Neighborhood!

Opportunity abounds for one
level living on a street of

renovated homes.

$1,299,000
ORINDA

. ....-l—-*"

19 Donald Drive

Serene 3297 sq ft garden oasis with
panoramic views, luxurious interiors
and numerous meditative retreats.

$1,795,000
ORINDA

ORINDA

' New Llstlng

11 La Espiral
Mid-Century style and functionality
set on a .55 acre knoll; privacy,

gorgeous vegetation and a
waterfall. $1,120,000

ORINDA

54 Hazel Tree Ridge
Turn-key home only a half mile
from BART! This upscale home
built in 2014 offers community and

convenience. $1,495,000
ORINDA

11 Crestview Court

Bold modern Mediterranean
inspired villa. Ideal for privacy and
luxury. Open floor plan, views.

$1,995,000
LAFAY ETT E

ORINDA

76 La Cuesta

Nestled on a private knoll at the
edge of Orindawoods. Numerous
upgrades, perfect for entertaining.

$1,159,000

ORINDA

e

39 Las Vegas Road
Light filled Mid-Century 3 bed, 2
bath, views, a sparkling pool, high

ceilings, hardwoods & updated
kitchen. $1,495,000
ORINDA

48 Oak Drive

Elegant 4 bed/ 3.5 bath two level
with
remarkable views from terrace

new construction home

decks. $2,765,000

MORAGA

A

New Listing

57 Charles Hill Road

A SpringHill Homes masterpiece!
Open, tranquil & luxurious, 5 bed,
5 bath, + 2 half baths & an open

floorplan. $4,395,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

110 Camelia Lane

Happy Valley beauty with modern
kitchen, remodeled baths and 3088
sq ft of living space.

$1,575,000

218 Willowbrook Lane
Beautifully designed 4 bed/ 4.5
bath. Dramatic entry, vaulted ceil-
ings, hardwood floors.

$2,095,000

ORINDA

15 Crescent Drive

One of a kind modern home, with
an open floor plan, is full of natural
light, and features high ceilings and

large windows. $1,250,000
ORINDA

11 Hacienda Circle
Gorgeous home with classic
character and stylish open floor
plan. Ideal for entertaining.

$1,595,000
ORINDA

3 Honey Hill Court

Gracious gated estate, sweeping
lawns, sports court, on a close-in
cul-de-sac. Privacy and views.

$2,795,000
WALNUT CREEK

New Listing

30 Aleman Court

Excellent opportunity in Larkey Park
neighborhood! 3 Bed, 2 Bath open
floorplan, vaulted ceilings.

$725,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens |l
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





