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Lafayette '60s Beetle, now powered by sun

=
Steve Falk with Baby Blue

By Pippa Fisher

Former Lafayette city manager
Steve Falk, who won the Sunrise
Rotary Club’s grand prize last
year of a completely renovated
1961 baby blue Volkswagen
Beetle, says he is using the car
every day. And with the per-
sonalized plate, people will rec-
ognize and see him coming ...
but they won’t hear him.

That’s because Falk has
converted the car. It is com-
pletely electrified now.

“I'm trying to live my val-
ues,” explains Falk who re-
signed from his long-held city
manager position at the end of
last year, citing his conflict of
conscience around housing
policy and climate change. He
notes that his car that he calls
Baby Blue is charged entirely
from the solar he has powering
his home. As his license plate
holder says, “Electric Beetle
powered by the sun.”

The car no longer has the
distinctive VW Beetle engine
noise, but otherwise it is in
mint 1961 condition.

The Rotarians had spent a
year renovating the car that
had been sitting, neglected for
decades. After their many vol-
unteer hours Falk says the car
looked spectacular.

Falk took delivery of the
car and noted the warning from

the project leader to always
carry a fire extinguisher be-
cause the engine had a history
of catching fire.

As Falk says, this didn’t sit
well with his wife, Nancy, who
informed him immediately af-
ter the Rotary members left that
they could not have a car prone
to catching fire in her garage.

Prompted by her logic, Falk
decided to look into the options
for electrifying the vehicle. Af-
ter much research he found a
company, EV4U, near Mount
Shasta, one of only three com-
panies in California that spe-
cialize in converting vehicles,
and spoke to founder Richard
Van Wyhe who has converted
dozens of cars, mostly VWs.
Falk decided to take the car up
there.

Falk explains that with a
34-horsepower engine, the car
was woefully underpowered. “It
had a top speed of 57 mph,” he
says, so he and his son Nathan
mapped out a route using only
back roads, avoiding freeways.

The trip took two days and
was almost thwarted by the
winter’s heavy flooding on
some of the smaller roads. Un-
deterred, man and machine
navigated gingerly through the
underwater roads, chronicled
on video by Nathan and in-
cluded in the complete story of
Baby Blue on a video Falk

To see the complete story of Falk’s 1961 Baby Blue electric

VW Beetle conversion go to

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJyI5i7UUNU

Photo Pipp.a Fisher

posted on YouTube (see link
below).

The same car that Van
Wyhe delivered back to Falk
during much sunnier weather
two months later, now has a
three-phase AC induction motor
in the back and modern lithium
ion fuel cells under the hood. A
monitor on the dashboard
shows how much charge is left
on the battery. The car can do
90 miles on a full charge.

Whereas the top speed had
been 57 mph, Baby Blue now
does 75 mph comfortably and is
probably capable of much
more, says Falk.

“It drives great,” he says.
“It’s got so much pickup that
you have to be careful not to
stress the transaxle too much. It
just gets up and goes.”

With the weight more
evenly distributed now be-
tween the motor in the back
and the battery in the front,
Falk agrees with those who say
the car actually has improved
stability. He says he hasn’t no-
ticed a difference in steering.

And the cost? All Falk will
say on the subject is that he
could have bought a new car
for less.

But it’s one less combustion
engine on the planet.
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SUSTAINABLE SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 15, 3:30-6 PM
Jennifer Russell Building
Lafayette Community Center
500 St. Mary's Rd
Lafayette, CA 94549

Please join us for our 2019 fundraiser at the
Lafayette Community Center for a fun afternoon

* Local, sustainably-produced food and wine

For more information and reserve your tickets,
please go to our website or scan the QR code

We look forward to seeing you there!
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All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

3645 Mt. Dlab|0 B|Vd Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

1 watch battery per petson, Exp 8/ 31/ 19. Usually mstalled while le you wait. W/ Xicoupon. Restrlctlons apply
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STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT
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WALNUT CREEK'S PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com
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Store It Yourself & Save
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www.sustainablelafayette.or
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