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Skate stunts by Owen Myall

26,000 copies
delivered biweekly to
Lamorinda homes &

businesses

925-377-0977

Photo Vera Kochan

Local teen sparks improvements to Moraga skate park

use it. Owen Myall, an Acalanes High School student
and Lafayette resident, was just 14 years old when
he first approached the Moraga Town Council 16
months ago. During the public comments and
suggestions portion of the meeting, Myall came
prepared with a written proposal of his vision for
improvements to the skate park.

Parks and Recreation Director Breyana Brandt
recalled, “It was my second day on the job and my
first town council meeting. After Owen’s
presentation the council said it was a perfect project

By Vera Kochan

Originally constructed in 2003, thanks to a tri-city
partnership between Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
involving initial funding as well as ongoing
maintenance, the skate park is a popular feature at
Moraga Commons Park.

All good things, through time and observation,
can always be improved. And who better to make
those observations to a skate park than the kids who

Advertising

for me to begin with. Owen and I got together and
using his notes, we tightened things up.”

Myall based his ideas on feedback and
comments that fellow skateboarders had made.
Adding a water bottle filling station would help to
eliminate the dozens of empty plastic bottles that
litter the “bowl]” — what skaters call the deep part of
the park. More people are using metal water
containers and would not leave them as trash.

... continued on Page A10
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Construction ramping up in downtown Lafayette

By Pippa Fisher

What’s up with that big hole in the west
end of downtown Lafayette?

The 2.04-acre lot, prepped and ready
on the corner of Dolores Drive and Mt.
Diablo Boulevard, is about to see
progress start in earnest. Interim City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa says that ac-
cording to the developer’s latest schedule
construction will begin in early Septem-
ber and is expected to last for two years.

Development company Lennar
Homes will be constructing a three-story,
mixed-use development with 66 for-sale
condominiums of which 10 units are to
be affordable to very low to moderate-

j income households. The 5,400 square feet
of commercial use will include a full ser-

. f "= vicerestaurant and 171 on-site parking
=+ F . spaces. The project was approved in

pa Fisher March 2016.
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The backhoe lies still, dwarfed by the depth of the hole, awaiting a

September start on construction on Mt. Diablo Boulevard.

Meanwhile, further west, work on
the 6.5-acre lot for Woodbury Highlands
at 3700 Mt. Diablo Blvd. is also underway.

City Contract Planner Jean Eisberg
says the developer Davidon Homes has
completed demolition and rough grading
and is currently working on retaining
walls, utilities, and private and public
improvements. Work started in July 2018.
It is anticipated to have a four- to five-
year build out for the 17 buildings.

The project required the demolition
of seven commercial buildings and will
provide 99 new for-sale multi-family
dwelling units in two to three story con-
struction plus 5,500 square feet of com-
munity gathering spaces with 192 park-
ing spaces as well as more than 20,000
square feet of usable outdoor areas. The
two- and three-bedroom condominium
homes will range from 1,149 to 2,737
square feet.
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914 Webb Lane, Lafayette

914WebbLane.com | $1,895,000
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 3703+ Sq.

Just Listed & Coming Soon in Lafayette!

24 Prado Way, Lafayette

2

DanaGreenTeam.com | $1,895,000
3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,722+ Sq. Ft. | .51+ Acre Lot

Ft. | .82% Acre Lot

COMPASS

925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

Council taps community members for final city manager
interview process

By Pippa Fisher

As the time comes to make a
decision on selecting one of
the finalists among the ap-
plicants to fill the city man-
ager vacancy, the Lafayette
City Council is looking for
five residents to serve on a
community panel to assist
in the final interview
process. Those interested in
serving must get their ap-
plication in to the city by 5

p-m. on July 26.

Avery and Associates, the
executive search firm hired
by the city, has worked with
the city and community to
identify the best-suited can-
didates over the past several
months, following former
city manager Steve Falk’s
resignation at the end of last
year.

Now it is up to the coun-
cil to make the final decision.
And, in the interest of trans-
parency, the council decided

dates, and must be able to
provide proof of residency.
The city says that appli-
cants will be divided into
four geographical sections of
the city - Happy Valley, Re-
liez Valley, Burton Valley,
and downtown/Acalanes
Valley. One member of the
public will be randomly se-
lected from each location
with one further member
being selected randomly

at a special meeting back in
early June to include a ran-
dom drawing of five
residents.

The council is inviting
Lafayette residents 18 years
or older who will be avail-
able to serve on Aug. 2 from
9 a.m. until about 1 p.m. at
the city offices. Residents
will be required to sign a
confidentiality agreement to
protect the privacy of candi-

from all remaining appli-
cants.

The drawing will be
done on July 29 and will be
livestreamed on Facebook.

To apply, residents may
fill out an online form (see
below for link), or complete
a form in person at the
Lafayette city offices, 3675
Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/resident-panel-for-city-manager-selection#_blank

Boswell’s shuts its doors after 22 years in Lafayette
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Boswell's closed its doors July 3.

By Pippa Fisher

July 3 was the last day of
business for the party sup-
plies store, Boswell’s. The
announcement was made
just a couple of weeks prior,
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surprising employees who
said they were sad to hear
the news.

The family-owned busi-
ness had all its remaining
stock moved down to the
Danville store by the July 15

storeowner Luke Boswell.
He says that back in April
he sent the long-term lease-
holders Stuart Company an
email suggesting that
Boswell’s would like to de-
crease their space by 20%
in order to stay afloat fi-
nancially.

Initially he says the Stu-
art Company seemed will-
ing to entertain the idea.

But, says Boswell, when
he raised practical ques-
tions about the cost in-
volved in splitting the store
into two units requiring di-
viding walls and another
entrance, he heard nothing.

Boswell says that all the
speculation last year about
the location possibly being
an ideal site for new city of-
fices might be partially at
play here. “That the land-

Photo Pippa Fisher

deadline to vacate the
premises. Longtime em-
ployees have been offered

lord didn’t want to negoti-
ate tells me he felt empow-
ered,” he suggests. How-
ever, Bill Stuart of Stuart
Company says merely that
they are currently trying to
lease the property out.

In an attempt to stay in
Lafayette, Boswell says they
did explore other possible
locations, including Fiesta
Square but, says Boswell,
his broker told him as they
looked into perhaps going
into the old health food
store, Fiesta Square man-
agement did not want a
business such as Boswell’s
there.

Boswell has just re-
newed the lease on the
Danville store.

jobs in the Danville store.
“We have had a 20% in-

crease in rent over the last

three years,” explains
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Monday, Aug. 12, 7 p.m.
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Congratulations to the Kurt Piper Group
for being featured on the 2019 list of
America’s Best Real Estate Professionals

Kurt Piper
Broker Associate DRE: 01130308
925.818.8000 | Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
KurtPiperGroup.com
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Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings

Acalanes Union High School District
TBA

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission
Monday, Aug. 5, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo
Blvd.

Design Review

TBA

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
TBA

Regular Board Meeting
District Office Board Room
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

L

Commissions/Committees

Representative
o Creeks Committee

+ Planning Commission
 Public Art Committee

Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne
lovelafayette.org.

intended for informatior \p pcsesor\ly nd is compiled from
of ar yd cription. Allmeasureme nts footage are approximate.

until filled.

Lafayette

Volunteer
Opportunities

There are currently openings on the following Lafayette

« Capital Projects Assessment Committee
o CCCTA Advisory Committee-Lafayette

o Community Center Foundation
o Downtown Street Improvement Master Plan
Implementation Committee (DSIMPIC)

For additional information on these volunteer positions
visit the city’s website: www.lovelafayette.org
Hot Topics

Robbins, jrobbins@

Application deadline August 30, 2019. Positions open
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A cut above at RnR
Barber and Salon

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Ty
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Robin, Daniel, Lafayette Council Member Cameron Burks, Roya
and Samuel at the store’s grand opening.

By Jon Kingdon

There are many reasons to
come and visit Lafayette — the
proliferation of so many
restaurants, walking around
the reservoir and it is start-
ing to become known as a
place for tonsorial excel-
lence. In other words, it’s
become a great place to get
your hair cut or styled.

Since last September, lo-
cated between Gel Nail Spa
and the Lafayette Pack and
Ship Print Store on Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, the RnR Barber
and Salon has been run by
Robin Graham and Roya
Bayat: “We opened the shop
together,” says Robin. “We
are both business partners
and in a relationship.” Robin
and Roya, whose sons Daniel
and Samuel both attend
Stanley Middle School, have
as divergent backgrounds as
one can imagine.

Robin grew up in a diffi-
cult environment in Sacra-
mento, got married and had
his first child in high school,
and then got hurt playing
football while attending
Sacramento State. “I realized
I needed a backup plan to
pay my way through college
and support my family,”
Robin said. “That’s when I
went to barber college and
I've been cutting hair for the
last 25 years. The barber in-
dustry has been very good to
me.”

Roya was born and grew
up in Iran where she gradu-
ated from art school, but her
work was not appreciated
there and the government
shut down her exhibition. In
1998 Roya’s mother sent

Roya, a feminist, out of the
country to avoid being killed.
“People like me were simply
disappearing,” Roya said.

Once out of the country
Roya was free to pursue her
craft and started the Art Cen-
ter in Dubai and did exhibi-
tions in San Francisco. As
their clients walk into RnR,
they are first met with one of
Roya’s sculptures.

Robin has been at the
forefront of the evolution of
hair cutting: “For a while,
barbering had two go-to
styles — short and shorter.
Now we have more products
and equipment. We take
care of their hair and skin. I
have my clients tell me what
they want and I will consult
with them about their indi-
vidual features like their
bone structure and hair type
to create the best look for
them. That’s how we have
evolved — we stay one step
ahead.”

In the back is a salon for
women to get their hair done
by Roya, who studied under
Vidal Sassoon in Santa Mon-
ica. “We believe that we
have merged the two seam-
lessly,” says Roya. “We’re part
barbershop, part salon and
all you. RnRis not only our
names (Robert and Roya) but
we also want it to stand for
rest and relaxation.”

Besides hair cutting and
styling, Robin is also accom-
plished with a razor: “To use
the blade efficiently is an art
form. There is a certain way
to do it. When I shave my
customers, I use hot towels
and essential oils.

... continued on Page A9

Nifty Thrift

= Saturday

Photo Pippa Fisher

Managers Shabboo Navaii, left, and Sheila Renfro at the July 11
Nifty Thrift Farewell Bash, attended by customers, participants
and families marking the end of an era in Lafayette. The store

closed on July 15. - P. Fisher

Correction:

Comments attributed to Susan Callister in the July 10 story,
“PG&E work to close St. Mary’s Road,” were in fact made by

Michael Dawson.
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

COMPASS

9253767777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Lamorinda 30-Day Market Activity - Solds

ADDRESS LIST PRICE SALES PRICE SQFT BD BR ary
1234 Warner Ct $889,000 $1135,000 791 3 2 LAFAYETTE
1042 Sunnybrook Dr $1075,000 $1125,000 1305 4 35 LAFAYETTE
1536 Pleasant Hill Road $1100,000 $1,220,000 2815 4 2 LAFAYETTE
3394 Orchard Valley Ln $1149,000 $1,280,000 1460 3 2 LAFAYETTE
4 Gilmore Court $1150,000 $1155,000 1346 3 2 LAFAYETTE
962 Janet Ln $1150,000 $1,250,000 1900 3 2 LAFAYETTE
996 Hawthorne Dr $1195,000 $1,300,000 1500 3 2 LAFAYETTE
3140 Old Tunnel Road $1.250,000 $1,298,000 1510 4 2 LAFAYETTE
3210 Sharon Court $1.350,000 $1375,000 1640 3 2 LAFAYETTE
4060 Fiora Pl $1.350,000 $1.470,000 1916 3 2 LAFAYETTE
1322 Martino Rd $1.385,000 $1,507.000 3 4 2 LAFAYETTE
308 W Lowell Lane $1395,000 $1,579,.428 2674 4 3 LAFAYETTE
412 Corte Rinaldo $1,399,000 $1,370,000 3847 4 3 LAFAYETTE
3620 Cerrito Ct $1.489,000 $1,500,000 2609 4 25 LAFAYETTE
1013 Via Roble $1.495,000 $1,500,000 2294 4 3 LAFAYETTE
1020 Timothy Lane $1.500,000 $1.480,000 2351 4 25 LAFAYETTE
3024 Bradbury Drive $1.549,000 $1,505,000 2570 3 2 LAFAYETTE
861 Solana Drive $1,565,000 $1,565,000 2063 5 3 LAFAYETTE
627 Lucas Drive $1,590,000 $1.765,000 2497 4 35 LAFAYETTE
3465 S Silver Springs Rd $1750,000 $2,285,000 2880 5 2 LAFAYETTE
3469 S Silver Springs Rd $1775,000 $1980,000 2204 5 5 LAFAYETTE
26 Withers Court $1799.000 $1799.000 4350 5 35 LAFAYETTE
952 Stow Ln $2,295,000 $2,200,000 3441 4 3 LAFAYETTE
3320 Johnson Rd $2,295000 $2,250,000 4463 5 45 LAFAYETTE
1611 Shangri La Ct $2,383,300 $2,315,000 3765 5 45 LAFAYETTE
216 Seclusion Valley Way $2,395,000 $2,342,211 3674 5 45 LAFAYETTE
4 Townsend Pl $2,495,000 $2,350,000 3849 5 3+ LAFAYETTE
1191 Camino Vallecito $2,795,000 $2.951,240 3821 3 2 LAFAYETTE
1828 Saint Andrews Drive $1.050,000 $1.040,000 1962 3 2 MORAGA
192 Cypress Point Way $1.095,000 $1,040,000 1644 3 2 MORAGA
1040 Bollinger Cyn $1150,000 $1110,000 1515 4 2 MORAGA
100 Oxford Dr $1195,000 $1170,000 2073 4 25 MORAGA
545 Augusta Dr $1.295000 $1,295,000 2828 4 25 MORAGA
144 Walford Dr. $1,325,000 $1.350,000 2014 4 3 MORAGA
119 Calle La Mesa $1.375,000 $1.400,000 2525 5 3 MORAGA
90 Brookfield Dr $1.495,000 $1,549.000 2492 4 2 MORAGA
3917 Campolindo Dr $1,535,000 $1,535,000 2128 5 25 MORAGA
478 Kingsford Dr $1,598,000 $1645000 2609 4 25 MORAGA
700 Camino Ricardo $1,650,000 $1725,000 2429 4 25 MORAGA
39 Williams Drive $1700,000 $1,800,000 2826 4 25 MORAGA
1Magee Ct $1.875,000 $1900,000 3304 4 35 MORAGA
75 Jean Court $2,189,000 $1975,000 4080 2 2 MORAGA

9 Birch Ct $679.000 $669,000 660 3 2 ORINDA

64 Dolores Way $935,000 $1189,000 1984 3 2 ORINDA

32 Tarabrook Drive $1,095,000 $1075,000 1404 4 2 ORINDA

7 Carisbrook Dr $1150,000 $1,280,000 1877 3 2 ORINDA

33 Camino Del Diablo $1165,000 $1149.460 1508 3 2 ORINDA

5 Loma Linda Ct $1165,000 $1,280,000 1728 3 2 ORINDA

37 Underhill Rd $1195,000 $1,200,000 1826 5 3 ORINDA

3 Lucille Way $1,385,000 $1.350,000 2628 4 3 ORINDA
104 Coral Dr $1,395000 $1,450,000 2041 4 2 ORINDA

88 Van Ripper Lane $1.395000 $1.475,000 2031 3 2 ORINDA

3 Nonie Rd $1.395,000 $1.600,000 2243 4 3 ORINDA

9 Parklane Dr $1.450,000 $1,350,000 2683 3 2 ORINDA

111 Sleepy Hollow Lane $1,495,000 $1,520,000 1932 5 35 ORINDA

23 Oak Rd $1495,000 $1725,000 3483 4 3 ORINDA

141 LA CUESTA $1,649,000 $1625,000 2477 4 3 ORINDA

46 Zander Ct $1,649,000 $1700,000 2932 4 3 ORINDA
620 Kite Hill Rd $1.675,000 $1625,000 2182 4 25 ORINDA

37 Sleepy Hollow Ln $1695,000 $1.765,000 2529 4 35 ORINDA

12 Cresta Blanca $1750,000 $1.770,000 2991 4 35 ORINDA
424 Camino Sobrante $1,849,000 $1750,000 3259 4 3 ORINDA

18 Ardor Dr $1.850,000 $1900,000 3285 6 45 ORINDA

9 La Senda $1.850,000 $1925,000 5744 4 3 ORINDA

17 El Caminito $1.850,000 $1940,025 3096 5 5 ORINDA

51 Charles Hill Rd $1925,000 $1,880,000 3430 4 45 ORINDA

26 Via Hermosa $1995,000 $2,075,000 4039 4 35 ORINDA
21Sandy Ct. $2,095,000 $2.175,000 3507 4 3 ORINDA
573 Miner Rd $2195,000 $2,355,000 3007 ORINDA

As always, I am here to help... I listen and I care!

I'm selling homes fast! Yours could be next!
Call me for a no obligation visit!

Captivating. Chic. C@MPASS

Convenient.
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6 Roxanne Lane, Lafayette
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,393 +/- Sq Ft
$1,395,000

Perched “on top of the world” with
spectacular views of Mount Diablo and

the surrounding valley sits this delightful
Lafayette oasis. Located just minutes from
downtown and freeway access while being
tucked away from the hustle and bustle, this
turnkey home will steal your heart.

6RoxanneLane.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

BRY I]{}."H:i'f kS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is
subject to erors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made o to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This s not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall
be construed as legal. accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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An Oasis of Tranquility 28 DIABLO CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE

Nestled in beautiful Hidden Valley, this
4/3 home on very private, 1/2-acre,
has been extensively renovated and
features two level yards. Minutes
from Orinda/Lafayette downtowns &
BART, the reservoir and Happy Valley

Building
Foundations
e Lifting

e Leveling

e Stabilizing

Julie Georgiou
925-200-8246
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RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
Www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

CalBRE # 01043977

salesbyjulie@gmail.com

Elementary.

Offered at $1,359,000

RELIANCE

Bette
H PARTNERS

T
o HOmeS

REAL ESTATE

www.salesbyjulie.com

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamarindafloors.com
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Moraga Center Specific Plan’s first Citizens

Advisory Committe
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Members of Moraga Center Specific Plan Citizens Advisory Committee

By Vera Kochan

Nearly two decades after the
Moraga Center Specific Plan
was just a footnote attached
to the 2002 adoption of the
Moraga General Plan, the
first of three Citizens Advi-
sory Committee Meetings
was held July 8 at the Saint
Mary's College Soda Center.
Originally scheduled to
take place in La Sala at the
Hacienda de las Flores, the
meeting was moved in order
to provide more elbow room
for the 35-member advisory
committee and the public.
Taking the helm of the
introductory meeting was
Moraga Planning Director
Derek Farmer serving as

project manager. Also pre-
sent was Town Manager
Cynthia Battenberg along
with outside consultants
David Early and Carey Stone
from Placeworks, a commu-
nity design firm. Moraga
Mayor Roger Wykle and Vice
Mayor Kymberleigh Korpus
served as committee chair
and vice-chair respectively.
Making up the rest of the
advisory committee were 32
stakeholders from the town
— civic leaders, to business
owners, to average citizens —
who were chosen to repre-
sent their fellow residents of
Moraga in deciding how best
to revitalize the community.
Each committee mem-
ber was asked what their

e Meeting held

Photo Vera Kochan

hopes were for the town’s
future. The most common
reply was “balance between
new commerce and new
residences.” Other concerns
were for traffic congestion
that comes with more hous-
ing; keeping the small town
feel while encouraging
growth; and increasing
town-gown relations.

The committee’s process,
stated Early, is to make the
rules and present them to
the property owner. The
committee cannot designate
where a building or business
will go.

As an attorney, Korpus
instructed the members of
the importance in adhering
to the principles of the

Brown Act. The Brown Act is
an act of the California State
Legislature, authored by As-
semblymember Ralph M.
Brown in 1953 that guaran-
tees the public’s right to at-
tend and participate in
meetings of local legislative
bodies. It was designed to
avoid decision-making in se-
cret. For public officials to
hold private meetings is
against the law and any
eventual discussions of more
than half of the committee
are illegal and could see
fines levied and possible jail
time.

Many committee mem-
bers had various questions
regarding the Brown Act’s
regulations and accidentally
or unconsciously violating it.
Once the meeting was ad-
journed the Brown Act and
its implications were the
topics of discussion on the
way to the parking lot.

The advisory committee
will tackle land use issues
regarding commercial and
residential development as
they pertain to zoning codes.
Special opportunities for the
MCSP could involve a small
hotel or bed and breakfast, a
multigenerational commu-
nity center/gymnasium and
a Moraga Ranch with
Lafayette-Moraga Trails.

Two additional CAC
meetings are scheduled for
Sept. 4 and Sept. 19 which
the public is also welcome to
attend.

League of California Cities — a brief history lesson

By Vera Kochan

as an alternate to the League

throughout the years, it was

cate for the common interests

experiences with more than

of California’s cities.”

It all began when the
Alameda (population 17,000)
town council requested their

of California Cities annual
Long Beach meeting in Octo-
ber. While the town’s sitting
mayor and vice mayor have

made unanimously official
during the June 26 town
council meeting.

The LCC was founded in
1898 with the intent to “advo-

just road equipment. Their
vision was to create a verita-
ble how-to manual of sugges-
tions regarding things like

The town council designated
Moraga Mayor Roger Wykle
as its voting delegate and Vice

Mayor Kymberleigh Korpus

typically been delegated

Gary Bernie
925.200.2222

=\

gabernie@compass.com
DRE 00686144

125 Hazelwood Place, Moraga | Offered at $1,295,000

This fabulous single-story rancher offers stunning natural light and
an open floor plan on a highly sought-after cul-de-sac with a flat lot.

Location, Location, Location! Convenient to nearby parks, trails, schools,
shopping, Farmer’s Market and public transportation.

Call Us Today for More Details!

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson Real Estate Team

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
DRE 01418309

n
n
<
al
2
0,
O

city clerk, Ben Lamborn, to
write a letter to the more than
100 cities in the state inquir-
ing about their experiences
with a new mechanical de-
vice called a road roller.
When Lamborn’s query letter
took up only the top half of
the page, he decided “to make
it look better” by adding ad-
ditional questions such as:
Name of city? Population?
When incorporated?
Officials?

Haven A. Mason, the city
clerk of Santa Clara (popula-
tion 3,200), was a community
activist and newspaper pub-
lisher who had recently read
about the National Municipal
League, founded in 1894 by a
citizens group tired of cor-
ruption in government. Ma-
son saw unique possibilities
through Lamborn’s letter and
rode the Southern Pacific
Railroad to meet with Lam-
born about taking multi-city
cooperation a step further.

Mason and Lamborn saw
the advantages of organizing
city officials to consolidate

Town Council

335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Aug. 5, 7 p.m.

record keeping, tax assessing,
coping with the recent phe-
nomenon of electricity and
other new scientific
inventions.

Santa Clara’s mayor, De-
los Druffel, liked the idea and
sent letters to all of the other
California mayors. When the
question of where the meet-
ings could be held arose, San
Francisco’s wealthy mayor,
James D. Phelan, advanced
$3,000 of his own money, if
the meetings were to take
place in his city. Phelan’s
plans to run for the U.S. Sen-
ate helped to open his wallet
toward the new venture.

Enthusiastic replies from
almost half the cities in the
state brought the first League
of California Municipalities to
a meeting at Pioneer Hall on
Fourth Street in San Fran-
cisco, on Dec. 14, 1898. Phe-
lan’s opening address sug-
gested, “We should come to-
gether once each year to for-
mulate our needs and relate
our experiences for the bene-
fit of all.”

Wednesday, July 24, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 31, 7 p.m. Special Meeting
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room,

Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Park and Recreation Commission

Tuesday, Aug. 20, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Moraga School District Board Meetings

TBD

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Healtor
93 Moraga Way
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Leisure Sport Triathlon
Bocce, Cornhole, Disc Golf

August 31st

PARKS & RECREATION

Photo provided

From left: State Sen. Steve Glazer, Patrick Fritzky, Bob Fritzky and Assemblymember

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan.

By Vera Kochan

The Jeanette Fritzky Founda-
tion was founded in 2018 by
her husband, Bob Fritzky, to
honor his wife’s memory by
bringing attention to the dis-
ease that claimed her life that

same year. Jeanette Fritzky,
elected to the Moraga Town
Council in 2016, passed away
from non-small cell lung can-
cer at the age of 63.

Fritzky, a nonsmoker, in
one of the great ironies of life,
worked as a vice president of

global marketing for a bio-
pharmaceutical company in
the field of oncology and later
as an independent consultant
to various pharmaceutical
firms.

State Sen. Steve Glazer,
having known Fritzky

through her work on the
town council, approached
Bob Fritzky about his intent
to author a senate resolution
proclaiming the week of June
24 to June 30 as Non-Small
Cell Lung Cancer Awareness
Week in the State of
California.

Glazer stated, “In honor
of Jeanette Fritzky, I was
happy to author Senate Reso-
lution 49 to bring awareness
to Non-Small Cell Lung Can-
cer. Robert Fritzky created
the Jeanette Fritzky Founda-
tion to honor her life and to
educate Asian women, who
are particularly vulnerable,
about this terrible disease.”

Bob Fritzky, who at-
tended the June 27 senate
resolution reading and pre-
sentation with his son
Patrick, was amazed to learn
that 17 other senators state-
wide helped to co-author the
resolution. From cities as far
south as El Centro, Encinitas
and Indio to north of the Bay
Area from Chico and Santa
Rosa. The central cities of
Fresno, Merced, Modesto and
Sacramento were repre-
sented along with local
neighbors San Mateo and San
Francisco.

It is the foundation’s mis-
sion to educate Asian women,
their doctors and the medical
industry in general, as to the

early warning signs of the
disease. Fritzky’s persistent
cough and shortness of
breath were misdiagnosed as
allergy issues.

The foundation further
plans to create a medical ad-
visory board to guide re-
search, awareness and edu-
cational programs; educate
via an online platform to en-
courage early screening; re-
cruit oncology nurses and
pharmacists with multi-
language capabilities to make
presentations at Asian
women’s organizations and
events; and continue to raise
funds with the annual
Jeanette Fritzky Tribute
Walk.

Immediate outreach
plans are to focus on getting
information to Asian com-
munities Bay Area-wide; ex-
plore county and state fund-
ing opportunities to acceler-
ate education; create a pres-
ence at American Society of
Clinical Oncology and Oncol-
ogy Nursing Society events;
and attempt to meet with
cancer health care institu-
tions to spread the word.

The Jeanette Fritzky
Foundation’s website is cur-
rently under construction.
For additional information
email: bfritzky@gmail.com or
phone (925) 247-0171.
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COMPASS

LAFAYETTE 3328 Betty Lane ~ Walk to trail, swim club and more
4BD, 3BA, .29AC, $1,515,000 Updated & Park-like Yard

ORINDA 59 Donna Maria Way ~ Walk to K-12
3BD, 2BA, .31AC, $1,085,000 Del Rey Neighborhood

.com

GLENN AND KELLIE
BEAUBELLE
925.254.1212

For more information
and pictures visit:

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

ORINDA 19 Brookbank Road ~ 1.5 Acre Resort

LAFAYETTE 69 My Road ~ Stunning views as far as the eye can see
5 BD, Office, 6.5 BA, Pool w/full BA, $4,750,000, Reliez Valley

o

6BD, 5.5 BA, Pool w/full BA, New Price $4,850,000 Country Club
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»

MORAGA 1425 Camino Peral ~ Walk to Town, park and more

3BD, 2.5 BA, $715,000 Casitas de Moraga, patio and courtyard *
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ADULT DAY PROGRAM

for those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

* STIMULATING
ACTIVITIES

¢ LIVE MUSICAL
ENTERTAINMENT

LARG

* GAMES

* CRAFTS

* EXERCISE

* FRIENDSHIP

Lamorinpa, ADULT RESPITE CENTER
925-254-3465

433 Moraga Way Orinda

lamorindarespite.org

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 24, 2019

Summer
Session
Enrolling
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The Math Learning Center
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Mk It &
Machnasiym

BBQs, Beaches, and

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Flat Monthly Fee.

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Better Grades

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

GRADES K-12 * PRE-ALGEBRA ¢ ALGEBRA 1 & 2 « GEOMETRY ¢ PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS e SAT/ACT PREP

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

~

ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Share your thoughts,
insights and
opinions with your
community.
Send a letter to
the editor:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

By Sora O'Doherty

Having been contacted by
Orinda City Council Member
Amy Worth, Pacific Gas and
Electric Company has found
the money to respond to con-
cerns regarding dead and
dying trees near local power
lines. In the past PG&E
would trim such trees, but
removal of the trees was the
responsibility of the home-
owner or the city upon
whose property the tree was
located. Now, PG&E says that
they will remove such trees,
and will haul away the debris
left behind, such as the large
piles of debris left behind
McDonnell Nursery in
Orinda.

“We’ll take care of that
too,” said Tom Guarino from
PG&E Public Affairs to Mayor
Inga Miller and Worth, who
raised the issue during a pre-
sentation by Guarino at the
July 16 Orinda City Council
meeting. According to Tamar
Sarkissian, PG&E spokesper-
son, the new policies also ap-
ply to Lafayette and Moraga
as well as other high fire
threat areas. Crews of con-
tractors have been actively
removing trees and debris,
taking care to follow regula-
tions regarding the safety of
bees and nesting birds, she
noted.

Guarino also said that the
company is looking at locat-
ing a Community Resource
Center inside the Orinda
Community Center, which
would also provide a place
where Orinda residents
could cool off or recharge
devices during a power
outage.

PG&E’s territory spans
California from Bakersfield
to the Oregon border, serving
an estimated 15 million peo-

PG&E responds to concerns about dead and dying

trees, outlines plan for outages

ple, based on its five million
customer accounts. Within its
territory, Guarino said 130
million dead trees have been
identified. Not all of these
trees are located near power
lines, he said, but this shows
the effects of climate change
and drought. The company
has also just completed in-
spections of all 150,000 tow-
ers, using helicopter, drones,
fixed wing aircraft, and per-
sonnel on foot, and found
10,000 towers in need of im-
mediate follow up. When
problems are discovered,
Guarino said, the company
will drop what it is doing and
immediately address the
problems.

There is a range of im-
mediate and long-term solu-
tions planned. System hard-
ening will involve coating
lines and replacing wood
poles with metal poles. The
replacement program will
span over about 10 years. To
further reduce the risk of
wildfires, PG&E is disabling
automatic reclosing of circuit
breakers and reclosers on
lines in high fire-risk areas
during wildfire season,
Guarino said. “Where we
have remote control capabil-
ity, we disable reclosing
based on a daily decision-
making process during times
of elevated risk. The com-
pany enabled 450 reclosing
devices with remote capabil-
ities in 2018 and is working
to enable nearly 300 more in
advance of the 2019 wildfire
season. The reclosing devices
will prevent automatic re-
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connection and thus prevent
sparks that could start a fire.”

Guarino did not sugar-
coat the risk of fire in Orinda,
noting that much of the area
is rated as extremely high
risk, being in tier three, al-
though the urban core, or
downtown Orinda, is rated
only tier one. However, steps
are being taken to protect the
city. MOFD Chief Dave Win-
naker received a grant to test
sensors around the area (see
related story on page A8).
Guarino described these sen-
sors as “rather innovative;
the only ones around the
state.” He stressed that the
latest technology is being
used to provide early warn-
ing of wildfires, including
real time monitoring and in-
telligence. PG&E has a Wild-
fire Safety Center, receiving
information from 660 high-
definition cameras and 1,300
new weather stations to be
installed by 2022. PG&E is
also supporting the installa-
tion of 24/7 Wildfire Safety
Operations Center. On the
website, the public can see
what PG&E is seeing, he said.

In terms of vegetation
management, Guarino noted
that PG&E receives lots of
calls and emails from Orinda.
Historically, clearance from a
line to vegetation was 18
inches. Now the actual re-
quirement is 4 feet, but with
some species, he said, “we
have to clear 12 feet because
they grow so fast.”

Guarino also addressed
the potential timing of any
upcoming public safety

power shutoffs. In order for
there to be a shutoff, there
are a number of conditions
that must be present. It must
be a red flag warning — last
year there were some 60
such warnings, Guardino
noted — but there must also
be humidity of 20 percent or
lower, there must be fore-
casted sustained winds gen-
erally above 25 miles per
hour and gusts in excess of
approximately 45 miles per
hour, there must be dry fuel
conditions on the ground
with on the ground, real-time
observations by PG&E
personnel.

Guardino said that cur-
rent technology can forecast
four days out, which should
allow ample notice for
everyone. Ata minimum,
customers will receive notifi-
cation of a shutoff two days
in advance, then other notifi-
cations at 24 hours, two
hours before, then notifica-
tion that the outage has
started. Later, customers will
receive notifications regard-
ing the restoration of power,
which can take some time to
accomplish. There was re-
cently a shutoff in Oroville
that lasted 12 hours, and it
took an additional 12 hours
to restore power. Butifitisa
severe outage, Guardino
warned, restoration of power
could take three to four days.

Many if not all of the
most vulnerable citizens who
are on dialysis or use oxygen
are on a medical baseline
billing program, Guardino
said, which means that PG&E

Photo Sora O'Doherty

generally knows who they
are. In the event of an emer-
gency, he said, “if we don’t
reach them after multiple at-
tempts, we’ll go and knock on
their door” and help to relo-
cate them. So far Guardino
stated that 500,000 people
have updated their contact
information.

The East Bay Municipal
Utility District has also issued
information about how it is
preparing for public safety
power shutoffs. According to
EBMUD, outages are expected
to last two days, but might be
longer. A PSPS could force
EBMUD to switch to backup
generators and pumps to
power pumping plants, water
treatment plants, and other
key facilities to keep water
flowing, maintain storage
and fire-fighting flow and to
keep water distribution lines
pressurized. When a red flag
warning is issued, EBMUD
will fill and maintain water
tanks to near capacity.
EBMUD is stationing portable
generators and pumps at
designated critical facilities
to keep pumping plants run-
ning. They have made
arrangements to keep the
generators fueled during
peak demand times.

EBMUD urges customers
to update their contact infor-
mation, and to keep at least
two gallons of water per per-
son per day stored, preparing
for a shutoff of from three to
seven days. EBMUD servers
1.4 million customers in
Alameda and Contra Costa
counties.

For questions regarding PG&E’s Community Wildfire Safety Program: Telephone: 1-866-743-6589; Email:
wildfiresafety@pge.com; Website: www.pge.com/en_US/safety/emergency-preparedness/natural-disaster/wildfires/
wildfire-safety.page?WT.mc_id=Vanity wildfiresafety

For more information about EBMUD’s plans, visit ebmud.com/psps. For water emergencies call EBMUD Customer Service

at 1-866-403-2683.

., Orinda Public Meetings

ORINDA

City Council

Tuesday, Aug. 20, 7 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Library Auditorium, Orinda
Library, 26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Aug. 13, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium, Orinda
Library, 26 Orinda Way

Citizens' Infrastructure Oversight

Commission

Wednesday, Aug. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room,
22 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Orinda Union High School District Board
Meetings

Monday, Aug. 12, 6 p.m.

Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda

www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

) } P .\
Callh 925 :33 3ﬁ988 7 Honest
www.honestrodentproofing.com padent P"][I]_l“g

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EXFERIENCE Y& CAN TRUST

Integrity

GLOBAL
LUXLURY

Planning to Sell a Home This Year?
The local market remains strong for well prepared, properly
priced and expertly marketed homes that meet buyer expectations.
Now is the time to list and ready your home for the

strong Sept-October market.

Call me today for a free opinion of market value and a
personalized plan to net the most $ for your home!

Knowledge
Frank Woodward

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

CalBRE#01335916

coLbwelL
BANKER B

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE]

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

OUSD hires new director of
student services

Carrie Nerheim, who holds a doctor-
ate in education, will replace outgoing
Orinda Union School District Director
of Student Services Jennifer Wood-
man, who recently retired after five
years of service. Nerheim is a third
generation teacher, following in the
footsteps of her mother, a teacher of
developmentally disabled adults for
40 years, and her father, a continua-
tion high school teacher for 20 years.
Her parents’ commitment to their stu-
dents, coupled with her own school
experiences, convinced Nerheim to
become an educator. Most recently
Nerheim served as the director of stu-
dent services for Albany Unified.
Nerheim earned a bachelor’s degree
in English from UCLA, a master’s de-
gree in educational leadership from
Saint Mary’s College and a doctorate
in educational leadership for social
justice from California State Univer-
sity, East Bay.

- S. O’Doherty

Carrie Nerheim, Ed.D.

Photo provided

Share your thoughts, insights and
opinions with your community.
Send a letter to
the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

OUSD re-enrollment is now
online only, TK enrollment

extended
By Sora O'Doherty

Re-enrollment for all returning Orinda
Union School District families will now
only be available online through
SchoolMint. Switching to the all-digital
system will, according to OUSD Super-
intendent Carolyn Seaton, reduce the
amount of duplicative work families
with more than one student in the sys-
tem have had to do in the past. Re-
enrollment will be open through July
31. Families should have already ac-
cessed SchoolMint to submit their in-
tent to return last month. The same
account will be used to complete the
re-enrollment process. Families should
have received an email with a link to
re-enroll children before July 1.
SchoolMint will be available
Monday-Friday for technical questions
at (855) 957-3535. School site secre-
taries will begin verifying submitted
re-enrollment information starting on
July 28. Families will receive an email
notification once the process has been

completed.

OUSD has decided to extend en-
rollment in Transitional Kindergarten
to children with birthdays between
Dec. 3 and 31. State guidelines provide
TK for students who turn 5 from Sept.
2 through Dec. 2 and allocate funding
for those students beginning with the
first day of school. During the June 3
OUSD Board Meeting, the board
adopted a policy revision to provide
that when openings exist for TK
district-wide, Orinda residents who
have children turning 5 between Dec.
3 and 31 will be able to apply.

Students whose TK applications
are accepted will attend the school
with available space in TK, which may
not be the student’s home school. Stu-
dents enrolled under these conditions
will begin TK on the first day of school.
The District will make every effort to
notify families of their child’s TK ap-
plication status as early as possible but
no later than July 31.

The website to apply for any available openings in TK in the 2019-20 school

year under this new policy is

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1IFAIpQLSfQqfDJk5gcn0m2QZK7XVa
HoZVdANUjCUZGxfOSA8hFUkYve_g/viewform

COLDWELL

Orinda | $995,000

Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599 | CalRE#01327015
Beverly Arnold 925.788.8516 | CalRE#01154860

BANKE

Convenient and private 4br/2ba home w/koi pond, deck and entertainment area.

COLDWELL BANKER

MOTAG S

il ©ORINDA
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ORINDA

Proud sponsor of the Lamorinda

Trails Challenge!

Trails
Challenge

Stop by the Lafayette, Moraga or Orinda
Parks departments or our Coldwell
Banker Orinda office to pick up your free
Lamorinda Trails Challenge Guidebook and

T-shirt while supplies last!

Helping you discover Lamorinda!

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

coLbweLL

BANKECR O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

5 Moraga Way,
Orinda

925.253.4600

SPONSORED BY

COLDWELL
BANKER O

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon
it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.188872SF_07/19 @ CalRE License #01908304.

CobwellBanker®
HOME PROTECTION

PLAN Administered by American Home Shield
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Fuel break kickoff features successful test of MOFD-developed
warning system

2

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict and its program partners
July 11 kicked off the North
Orinda Shaded Fuel Break
project, a state-funded effort
to prevent a catastrophic
wildfire by removing danger-
ous fuels along a 14-mile
ridge from Tilden Park to
Acalanes High School. The
kickoff featured the first ma-
jor test of MOFD-developed

heat sensing technology,
which detects components of
fire behavior and forwards
the data for preparation of an
evacuation plan.

“It was one of the most
exciting demonstrations ever
put on in the world of wild-
fire prevention, taking data
from the sensors to provide
an evacuation model,” said
Tim Woodbury of Splunk
Technology, a San Francisco
data analytics company that

Photo courtesy Mike Marquart, MOFD
MOFD's Dennis Rein outlines the day’s program to fuel break participants July 11

By Nick Marnell

parsed the information.

The district tested heat
sensing technology on a small
scale during evacuation drills
in December and January.
“The system detected and
transmitted data that resulted
in both an alert, fire modeling
and notifications to public
safety,” said Dennis Rein,
MOFD emergency prepared-
ness coordinator, who super-
vised the drills.

Shortly afterward, the

Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation expressed inter-
est in the sensor program,
and through the Rescue One
Foundation, which has con-
tributed more than $500,000
to the fire service over 42
years, authorized a $100,000
grant to MOFD for the ven-
ture. Genny Biggs of the
Moore Foundation called the
program “a promising and
potentially life-saving, near-
term tech solution to reducing
the threat and impact of se-
vere wildfires. We believe
the system MOFD has devel-
oped could significantly im-
prove early detection and
response.”

To produce the proto-
types, MOFD teamed up with
various partners including
Analog Devices, which built
the sensors, and ZoneHaven,
a newly formed company that
developed the software sys-
tem.

At the fuel break kickoff,
the district placed 200 sensors
around a 15-acre controlled
burn off of Bear Creek Road
in north Orinda. The sensors
picked up a rise in tempera-
ture and triggered a simula-
tion model of where the fire
would spread over the next
five hours. That information
was used to determine and
recommend an evacuation
plan, to be put in place by the
appropriate public safety
agencies. “The sensors all
worked perfectly,” said MOFD

Chief Dave Winnacker

Robert Shear of Zone-
Haven sees the program as
far more than simply detect-
ing fire conditions. “We’ve
built a community collabora-
tion platform for wildfires,
evacuations and any type of
natural disaster,” he said. “We
want to help communities
understand the real threats
and understand more about
their evacuation zones. Our
real value is bringing this in-
terface to the community.”

Other technology exists to
detect wildfires, including
satellite programs, automated
surveillance and other sensor
products. But Shear said that
only the MOFD sensor pro-
gram gives an instantaneous
readout of fire danger along
with an evacuation model.
“You don’t have hours when a
wildfire hits. You have min-
utes,” Shear said.

Though the fire district
developed the sensor tech-
nology under Winnacker’s
leadership, MOFD cannot
convert the concept into a
marketable product, because
that is not what a public
agency does. That is the chal-
lenge for ZoneHaven, which
is looking at private-public
partnerships and also a sub-
scription model for property
owners.

“We want this to become
a common platform across all
of California,” Shear said.

ConFire experiments with four-person truck crews

By Nick Marnell

The Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District increased
staffing on three of its five truck
companies from three to four
personnel starting July 13
thanks to a three-year federal
staffing grant. The experimental
program began after the 16 fire-
fighters who graduated from
Academy 53 completed their
orientation tours as an extra
person with various district en-
gine companies, including the
three companies in Lafayette.
“We will use the three years
to evaluate the efficiency of
having that extra person on a

truck,” said Chuck Stark, Assis-
tant Fire Chief, Operations
Division.

Stark explained that at a
small residential fire, with a
four-person truck crew, two
firefighters could cut a hole in a
roof while the other two could
go inside the structure for
search and rescue. “You can get
two jobs out of one truck as op-
posed to just one,” Stark said.
Industry best practices dictate
that each of those two jobs re-
quires two suppression person-
nel.

ConFire provides automatic
aid to six neighboring fire agen-
cies, including the Moraga-

Orinda Fire District. “Each of
these agencies would also bene-
fit from this enhanced staffing
as well. This brings further ben-
efits to these surrounding agen-
cies and the communities they
protect,” the district said in its
Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response grant ap-
plication.

Truck companies in Anti-
och, Concord and Pittshurg, the
busiest truck companies in the
district, will add the fourth crew
member, with truck companies
in Martinez and Walnut Creek —
the closest truck company to
Lamorinda - continuing with
three-person crews.

“It is our ultimate goal to

show all stakeholders that these
staffing levels are essential to
our abilities to protect our com-
munity safely and efficiently,”
the district said. “This project
provides the basis for a potential
expansion of the fourth fire-
fighter to many more of our en-
gine and truck companies.”

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday, Aug. 21, 7 p.m.
Go to the website for meeting
location, times and agendas.

Visit www.mofd.org

Fire District Public Meetings

ConFire

Board of Directors
Tuesday, Aug. 6, 1:30 p.m.
Board Chamber Room 107,
Administration Building

i 651 Pine St., Martinez.

O,

&, h
i

i For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

911

Police Department Traffic Issues

94549 Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd.,
925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King
ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way
925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Mark Nagel
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

June 30 - July 13

Alarms 65
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 11
Traffic 181
Suspicious Circumstances 15
Suspicious Subject 37
Suspicious Vehicle 15
Service to Citizen 67
Patrol Req./Security Check 44
Vacation House Check 23
Supplemental Report 32
Welfare Check 13
Vehicle violations

Auto Burglary

Lafayette Cir./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

50 Block Lafayette Cir.

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.

1000 Block Carol Ln.

800 Block Solana Dr.

800 Block Avalon Ct.

1000 Block Brown Ave.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
DUI Misd

St. Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

1200 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Veh

1000 Block Dolores Dr.

1200 Block Barott Rd.

800 Block Avalon Ct.
Reckless Driving

Deer Hill/Pleasant Hill

500 Block St. Mary’S Rd.

St. Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

Rohrer Dr./Castello Rd.

Mt. Diablo Bl/Happy Valley Rd.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

1200 Block Woodborough Rd.

Moraga Rd./Hamlin Rd.

Brown Av/Briones To Las

Trampas Trail

El Curtola Bl/Lincolnshire Ct.

Pd Laf Police Department

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
Road Rage

3300 Block Beechwood Dr.
Vehicle Theft

3200 Block Marlene Dr.

900 Block Hough Ave.

Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Mountain View Dr.
Grand Theft

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Identity Theft

10 Block Dianne Ct.

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
Petty Theft

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Deerhill Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Petty Theft Bicycle

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block East St.
Residential Burglary

3200 Block Andreasen Dr.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (5)
Threats

3700 Block Highland Rd.

700 Block Grondine Rd.

10 Block Greenvalley Dr.

3900 Block N Peardale Dr.
Violation Custody Order

Happy Valley Rd./Happy Valley Ct. (2)

700 Block St. Mary’S Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-Domestic

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Drunk In Public

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

1000 Block Dewing Ave.
Loud Noise

1300 Block San Reliez Ct.

3300 Block Springhill Rd.
Loud Party

3600 Block Chestnut St.

900 Block Risa Rd.

1200 Block Monticello Rd.
Neighbor Dispute

3300 Block Mildred Ln.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Golden Gate Way
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Lucas Cir./Lucas Dr.
3300 Block Mildred Ln.
Vandalism
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3100 Block Stanley Blvd.
700 Block Solana Dr.
Other
Fireworks
Burton Dr./Murray Ln.
Broadmoor Ct./St. Marys Rd.
3200 Block Fairholm Ct.
Judy Ln./Reliez Station Rd.
1100 Block Monticello Rd.
Peaceful Ln./Bacon Ct.
Harassment
3300 Block Beechwood Dr.
2Nd St./Golden Gate Way
Ordinance Violation
Via Alta/Via Media
1000 Block Dewing Ave.
3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
Prom Shoot
3100 Block Cordova Way
Trespass
1200 Block Laurel Ln.
3300 Block Springhill Rd.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest
1200 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd. (2)
1200 Block Laurel Ln.
Violation Restraining Ordinance
3600 Block Bickerstaff St.

Moraga Police (ERNA

Department ;
Incident

Summary

Report

July 2- July 15

Alarms 20
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Traffic 52
Suspicious Circumstances 11
Suspicious Subject 5
Suspicious Vehicle 5
Service to Citizen 38
Patrol Req./Security Check 23
Supplemental Report 12
Vacation House Check 3
Welfare Check 2

Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
St. Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
CVS
Accident Property
80 Block Corliss Dr.
Excessive Speed
Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr. (2)
Moraga Rd./Donald Dr.
No House Number
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr. (2)
Lucas Dr./Moraga Rd.
600 Block Moraga Rd.
Drager Dr./Moraga Rd.
Buckingham Dr.
Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Rheem Blvd.

Reckless Driving

Homegoods

Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr.
Other criminal activity
Battery Domestic Misd

600 Block Camino Ricardo
Fireworks

Larch Ave./Shuey Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

1000 Block Wickham Dr.
Grand Theft

400 Block Center St.
Residential Burglary

1700 Block St. Andrews Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Barking Dog

10 Block Wandel Dr.
Disturbance-Domestic

400 Block Woodminster Dr.
Disturbing The Peace

Rheem Bumoraga Rd.
Loud Noise

200 Block Tharp Dr.

Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.

St. Marys College
Loud Party

Not Available

Draeger Dr./Moraga Rd.

10 Block Moraga Valley Ln.
Public Nuisance

60 Block Wandel Dr.
Other
Other Misdemeanor

Draeger Dr./Moraga Rd.

St. Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
Public Assembly Check

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Trespass

Campolindo High School

ORINDA

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
June 30 - July 6

Alarms 138)
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 6
Traffic 18
Suspicious Circumstances 3
Suspicious Subject 9
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 27
Patrol Req./Security Check 7
Vacation House Check 10
Supplemental Report 6
Welfare Check 3
Vehicle violations

Accident Property

Meadowlands Ct./Moraga Way
Dui Misd

Beverages And More
Exhibition Of Speed

Bear Creek Rd./Camino Pablo
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

70 Block Moraga Way

Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Whitehall Dr.

100 Block Moraga Way

Miramonte High School

Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.
Traffic Hazard

Via Floreado/Las Vegas Rd.

El Toyonal/Camino Pablo

St Stephens Cr./El Nido Ranch Rd.
Vehicle Theft

60 Block Brookwood Rd.
Other criminal activity
Burglary

Rite Aid
Fireworks

Orinda Senior Village

Dalewood Dr./Mossbridge Ln.

200 Block Overhill Rd.

50 Block St Stephens Cr.

10 Block Sally Ann Rd.
Misc Burglary

10 Block Overhill Rd.
Residential Burglary

10 Block Richard Ct.
Shoplift

Cvs
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

Tappan Ln./Bear Ridge Rd.
Vandalism

10 Block Orinda Way

10 Block Camino Sobrante

20 Block Orinda Way

Library

20 Block Orinda Way
Other
H&S/Poss of Contr. Sub.

Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.
Ordinance Violation

10 Block Camino Lenada

100 Block Underhill Rd.

El Toyonal/Loma Vista Dr.

100 Block Underhill Rd.
Trespass

El Ribero/Camino Sobrante
Unauthorized Possession

Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Uncontrollable Juvenile

100 Block Camino Sobrante
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Saranap area provides input for
Envision Contra Costa 2040

By John T. Miller

The ambitious undertaking of
Envision Contra Costa 2040 —
the county's plan to address
land use, transportation,
housing, climate change, en-
vironmental justice, and
other important issues over
the next 20 years - is under-
way, with the county com-
pleting the last of 17 commu-
nity meetings earlier this
month at the Lafayette Veter-
ans Memorial Building.

Representatives of the
Contra Costa Planning De-
partment, with Supervisor
Candace Andersen chairing,
met with about 25 residents
of the Saranap and Parkmead
unincorporated areas for in-
put on putting together a new
general plan and zoning code
for the county.

Andersen said, “The plan
is a road map to where the
county is going in the next 20
years. This is the legacy we're
leaving behind by creating a
better future for the next
generation.”

Will Nelson, a senior
planner with the county who
spoke at the meeting, said
both the general plan and the
zoning code are in need of
updating. The current gen-
eral plan was adopted in
1991, while the zoning code
has not been comprehen-

sively overhauled in over 70
years. “The current general
plan was mostly written in
the ‘80s,” he said. “Much has
changed since then.”

Barry Miller, an urban
planning consultant retained
by the county, also addressed
the group, saying, “The gen-
eral plan is a constitution for
development and conserva-
tion, providing consistent di-
rection for the future.” He
added that the plan should
balance growth, conserva-
tion, and quality of life while
also documenting baseline
environmental conditions.

After the introduction by
the speakers, participants
discussed their Saranap and
Parkmead neighborhoods,
brainstorming what they
liked about them, and also
what they saw as challenges
and issues for the future.

Likes included the quiet
ambiance and small town
neighborhood feel, proximity
to BART and trails, good pub-
lic schools, extended family
living close by and many
other perks.

Some of the challenges
and issues of concern in-
cluded a fear of too much de-
velopment, not enough open
space and parks, a lack of vi-
able public transportation,
and safety issues for pedes-
trians and bicycles - espe-
cially students on their way to

and from schools — due to
narrow streets, too many
parked cars and a lack of
sidewalks.

Residents stressed pre-
serving the community feel-
ing by encouraging small
businesses and accommodat-
ing an aging population.

From Bethel Island and
Discovery Bay in the east to
Rodeo and Richmond in the
west, the county conducted
community meetings of resi-
dents from their diverse and
wide-ranging unincorporated
areas. The county also hosted
open houses and gathered a
wealth of information about
citizens' concerns and needs.

Envision Contra Costa
2040 is a two-year process,
with public meetings and
documents developed in
2019, a public review process
in the first half of 2020, and
formal hearings in late 2020.
County residents can use the
interactive website at envi-
sioncontracosta2040.org for
dialogue, input and more
information.

The next meeting, focus-
ing on implementing the
County's Climate Action Plan,
will be held by the Committee
on Sustainability at 5 p.m.
Aug. 26 at the Department of
Conservation and Develop-
ment, 30 Muir Road, Mar-
tinez.

National Night Out coming to local
communities Aug. 6

This year National Night Out
takes place across the coun-
try on Aug. 6. And first re-
sponders in Lamorinda hope
for a strong participation
right here in this community.
The event is an annual
community-building cam-
paign that promotes first
responder-community part-
nerships and neighborhood
camaraderie to make neigh-
borhoods safer, more caring
places to live. National Night
Out provides an opportunity
to bring police officers, fire-

fighters, local officials and
neighbors together under
positive circumstances.
Neighborhoods are en-
couraged to host block parties
of any type — simple or more
elaborate — with the goal of
getting to know first respon-
ders and build community
among neighbors. Residents
schedule a visit by local po-
lice who hope to use the
event to share crime preven-
tion tips, emergency pre-
paredness tips and to en-
courage residents to sign up

for the emergency warning
system.

Last year the police vis-
ited four such parties.

Residents wishing to
schedule a first responder
visit should fill out a request
by going to
https://tinyurl.com/yxcg22vq

To sign up for the Contra
Costa County community
warning system residents
should go to www.cococws.us
-- P. Fisher
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Hair by Renee

Men & Women’s Hair Cut

Tuesday “commuter” special:

Page: A9

$35 Haircut from 5pm-8pm-
$10 OFF regular $45 Haircut

Call to book now: 925-376-9661

* New
clients only

910 Country Club Drive, Moraga

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Letters to the editor

Cameras most helpful when turned on

On Monday evening of July 1st, there were
two criminals who were breaking into cars by
Stanley Middle School. Our cameras were
turned off but another neighbor also was bro-
ken into and had their cameras working.

The suspects fled the scene but left the
stolen iPad in the “on” position. I followed the
iPad into Oakland (by Coliseum) and tracked
the suspects to a liquor store. I managed to

(Blue Highlander) was in fact stolen. As the

police approached the location of the iPad, the

job.

follow the iPad outside the store to a nearby

residence. I immediately went to the Lafayette
Police Station and reported the stolen iPad

Butch Haze
Lafayette

and location to Officer MacDonald and the

detectives.

There is actually more to apprehending
suspects than I realized. You have to have
burden of proof to search and show the car in
the area of the crime. As the detective worked
on the case, in front of me, they found out the
suspects stole the license plate of the same ex-
act car and that the car they were driving

iPad was turned off and the suspects got away.
Within 24 hours, the suspects totaled the
car in an accident and fled the scene. Much of
the non-valuable stolen property was recov-
ered in the car by Officer MacDonald. Itis a
reminder to everyone to stay vigilant and safe.
Make sure cars are locked and investing in a
camera system really helps the police do their

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not

necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include
the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters
from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes
only). Letters must be factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of
up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box
6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

LAMORINDA
PAUDIOLOGY'TW

Hearing Aid Evaluations

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 \www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

uono9101d BulesH sueldisniy

Bay Area

SAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

A cut above at RnR Barber and Salon

... continued from Page A3

As Ido this, I also educate
them on how to prep their
skin and how to treat it after
a shave and how to shave
with the grain, across the
grain and against the grain
to get a baby smooth feel
without the irritation.”

Orinda resident Eric
Menke, who gets his hair cut
once a month, discovered
RnR pretty much by acci-
dent. “I was walking down
the street and I stuck my
head in and I was grabbed
by the atmosphere, the dé-
cor and the vibe,” Menke
said. “There are sculptures,
boxing photos and a racing
motorcycle in the shop.
Some barbershops, you walk
in, sit down and walk out. I
found Robin to be a very
special man with a very
special business. He looked
at the way my hair has
grown out and the pattern of
its growth and then dis-

cussed with me about what
he thought would be good
for me and then asked what
I thought would be good. It
was all very thoughtful and
extremely professional. It’s
amazing the way that they
have operated and grown
through word of mouth and
people just walking by.”

Robin is available for
any type of requests: “Once I
had a 14-year-old girl who
had 12 inch spikes in her
hair and she had me shave
her head between the spikes
with a straight razor to get
the punk rock look.”

With a belief in paying
forward for all the people
that have helped him in his
career, Robin says they are
starting an apprentice bar-
bers program to provide on-
the-job training. “They can
come in and get the hours
they need so that they can
take pass the State Licensing
exam without going to bar-
ber college.”

Along with running RnR
with Roya, Robin — who was
a competitive amateur boxer
—is looking to open up a
boxing studio for men,
women and children of all
ages: “People have taken to
calling me the Barber Boxer.
It’s my hope to be able to
create the official training
center for Northern Califor-
nia Golden Gloves. We’re
just looking to get the right
property here in Lafayette.”

Roya speaks for Robin
and herself when she sums
up their lives in Lafayette:
“It’s a family community
that we love. Everybody
looks out for each other and
everyone cares. It’'s a
home.”

RnR is open seven days a
week, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday through Saturday
and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Sunday. Appointments can
be made on their website
rnrbarbers.com or by phone
at (925) 385-0491.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

Mo
b

92503779209 (7>

:r|‘l="

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

J T www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

Lic# 681593

MicHAEL VERB RUGEE
CONSTRULCTION INC.

General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

“DESIGN » REFINISHING ® INSTALLS TION
925.376-1118
. Lic B 974681

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

I Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

Professional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel

* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

xfin

L

Sole Proprietor

7

Your home.
Our mission.

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Local teen sparks improvements to

Moraga skate park

Photo Vera Kochan

From left: Julia Myall, Owen Myall with Parks and Rec
Director Breyana Brandt

boarders to rest at a safe
distance from the activi-
ties. Myall stated, “This will
be especially good for the
younger kids so they don’t
get hurt.” One final im-
provement will be to re-
place safety signs for skate
park users.

Estimates for new
plumbing and cement
pouring could cost the
Parks and Recreation De-
partment nearly $20,000.
After getting over the ini-

... continued from page Al

Another recommendation
was to put recycle and
trash cans in more visible
locations, because the kids
have had to clean garbage
such as watermelon rinds
out of the bowl.

A cement seat wall will
be added to provide good
viewing of the entire area
for parents to watch their
kids and for tired skate-

tial price tag shock, Myall
said he would volunteer to
raise the money himself.
With the moral support of
his parents, Gannon and
Julia, along with sisters
Madeleine, 23, and Emma,
21, Myall approached and
received donations from
Moraga Parks Foundation,
Orinda Community Foun-
dation, Lafayette Youth
Commission, Sustainable
Lafayette and Orinda Park
Foundation.

Other than helping
with some paperwork,
Myall’s parents left him to
his own resources. Julia
stated, “I did have to sit in
on two meetings for him
because he was in school,
but he would much rather
have gone to the meetings.”

Myall’s proposal pitch
for donations was basically
the same one he’d used to
entice Moraga council
members. “When I'm ex-
cited about something it’s
easy for me to do,” he ad-
mitted. “I was very excited
about this.”

All five checks were
written payable to the town
of Moraga and have been
earmarked for Specific Do-
nation Projects that will be
plugged into the FY 2019-20
Capital Improvement Pro-
gram Budget.

Two separate contrac-
tors are scheduled to begin
the improvements in late
August. Completion of the
project is expected to take a
few weeks when, with any
luck, it should be finished
just in time for Myall’s 16th
birthday.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand between where you

are and where you belong. By pairing knowledgeable agents with

intuitive technology, we deliver a modern real estate experience in

the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

5 Canyon View Drive, Orinda Alan Marks 125 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda Lisa Ridout 302 Claudia Court, Moraga
5+ Bed | 6.5Bath 925.899.9000 6 Bed | 4 Bath 925.324.0299 5Bed | 25Bath
$3,995,000 Alan@AlanMarks.com $2,470,000 lisa.ridout@compass.com $1,595,000
5CanyonViewDr.com DRE 01160227 125SleepyHollowLane.com DRE 01990249 302 ClaudiaCt.com

21 Woodcrest Road, Orinda
3Bed | 3 Bath

$1,375,000
21WoodcrestRd.com

Lori Legler & Cheryl Hata
510.912.5882
cheryl.hata@compass.com
DRE 00805132 | DRE 00189346

W f compass

compass.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.

All measurements and square footage are approximate.

14 Moss Lane, Lafayette
2Bed | 2 Bath

$995,000
14MossLane.com

Carolyn Way

925.890.4115 2 Bed | 1Bath
carolyn.way@compass.com $397,000

DRE 00947460 compass.com

Ruth Eddy

925.788.5449
ruth.eddy@compass.com
DRE 01313819

2321 Tice Creek Dr #3, Rossmoor Shelley Ruhman, Kaaren Brickman
510.506.1351 | 925.351.5049
shelleyrae.ruhman@compass.com
DRE 01180269 | DRE 01932119

COMPASS
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Lafayette '60s Beetle, now powered by sun

=
Steve Falk with Baby Blue

By Pippa Fisher

Former Lafayette city manager
Steve Falk, who won the Sunrise
Rotary Club’s grand prize last
year of a completely renovated
1961 baby blue Volkswagen
Beetle, says he is using the car
every day. And with the per-
sonalized plate, people will rec-
ognize and see him coming ...
but they won’t hear him.

That’s because Falk has
converted the car. It is com-
pletely electrified now.

“I'm trying to live my val-
ues,” explains Falk who re-
signed from his long-held city
manager position at the end of
last year, citing his conflict of
conscience around housing
policy and climate change. He
notes that his car that he calls
Baby Blue is charged entirely
from the solar he has powering
his home. As his license plate
holder says, “Electric Beetle
powered by the sun.”

The car no longer has the
distinctive VW Beetle engine
noise, but otherwise it is in
mint 1961 condition.

The Rotarians had spent a
year renovating the car that
had been sitting, neglected for
decades. After their many vol-
unteer hours Falk says the car
looked spectacular.

Falk took delivery of the
car and noted the warning from

the project leader to always
carry a fire extinguisher be-
cause the engine had a history
of catching fire.

As Falk says, this didn’t sit
well with his wife, Nancy, who
informed him immediately af-
ter the Rotary members left that
they could not have a car prone
to catching fire in her garage.

Prompted by her logic, Falk
decided to look into the options
for electrifying the vehicle. Af-
ter much research he found a
company, EV4U, near Mount
Shasta, one of only three com-
panies in California that spe-
cialize in converting vehicles,
and spoke to founder Richard
Van Wyhe who has converted
dozens of cars, mostly VWs.
Falk decided to take the car up
there.

Falk explains that with a
34-horsepower engine, the car
was woefully underpowered. “It
had a top speed of 57 mph,” he
says, so he and his son Nathan
mapped out a route using only
back roads, avoiding freeways.

The trip took two days and
was almost thwarted by the
winter’s heavy flooding on
some of the smaller roads. Un-
deterred, man and machine
navigated gingerly through the
underwater roads, chronicled
on video by Nathan and in-
cluded in the complete story of
Baby Blue on a video Falk

To see the complete story of Falk’s 1961 Baby Blue electric

VW Beetle conversion go to

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJyI5i7UUNU

Photo Pipp.a Fisher

posted on YouTube (see link
below).

The same car that Van
Wyhe delivered back to Falk
during much sunnier weather
two months later, now has a
three-phase AC induction motor
in the back and modern lithium
ion fuel cells under the hood. A
monitor on the dashboard
shows how much charge is left
on the battery. The car can do
90 miles on a full charge.

Whereas the top speed had
been 57 mph, Baby Blue now
does 75 mph comfortably and is
probably capable of much
more, says Falk.

“It drives great,” he says.
“It’s got so much pickup that
you have to be careful not to
stress the transaxle too much. It
just gets up and goes.”

With the weight more
evenly distributed now be-
tween the motor in the back
and the battery in the front,
Falk agrees with those who say
the car actually has improved
stability. He says he hasn’t no-
ticed a difference in steering.

And the cost? All Falk will
say on the subject is that he
could have bought a new car
for less.

But it’s one less combustion
engine on the planet.

featuring:

* Inspiring speakers
* Live music
+ Silent auction

image below.

SUSTAINABLE SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER 15, 3:30-6 PM
Jennifer Russell Building
Lafayette Community Center
500 St. Mary's Rd
Lafayette, CA 94549

Please join us for our 2019 fundraiser at the
Lafayette Community Center for a fun afternoon

* Local, sustainably-produced food and wine

For more information and reserve your tickets,
please go to our website or scan the QR code

We look forward to seeing you there!
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STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

!

WALNUT CREEK'S PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com
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Store It Yourself & Save
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Family Focus

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Some Do's and Don'ts for
Divorcing Couples

By Margie Ryerson,
MFT

"Your Ex is not your child's Ex
... and they love your ex just
as much as they did before." -
DK Simoneau

More often than not,
there is hurt and anger, and
sometimes rage, when cou-
ples are divorcing. Instead of
being a peaceful, mutually
agreeable decision, divorce is
typically alienating. Usually
one or both partners experi-
ence rejection, and some-
times there is another party
involved.

Here are two scenarios
from my therapy practice,
with names and identifying
information changed:

Donna, age 54, married
for 29 years with three adult
children, is fed up with her
very controlling, unaffec-
tionate husband. She has
suffered from depression
and low self-esteem through-
out the marriage. Her hus-
band refused to go to couples
counseling. Donna meets
someone online who lives
several states away, and they
engage in an emotional af-
fair. Several months later,
they meet up and begin a
physical affair. Donna and
her lover decide they want to
live together, and Donna en-
ters therapy to deal with all
the collateral damage after
she has told her husband and
children. Her husband is en-
raged, has banned Donna
from the house and changed
the locks and security sys-
tem, and has transferred all
of their financial accounts.
Her children are siding with
their father and won't speak
to Donna.

Matt, age 44, married for
18 years with two children,
ages 10 and 13, has an affair
with a co-worker. He's not
ready to commit to her, but
the affair and how he feels
make him realize he wants to
move out and live alone for a
while. He's confused about
how he feels about his wife
and his marriage. Matt's
wife, Becky, is terribly
wounded and they come in
for couples therapy. The
more Becky rages at Matt, the
more withdrawn he be-
comes, certain he is making
the right decision. And Becky
is not restrained in letting
friends and family, including
their children, know, how
deceptive and manipulative
Matt has been.

Each of these couples is
in crisis. And each husband
and wife is understandably
distraught as their relation-
ship becomes unraveled.
Do's:

1) If you are the person
who is disrupting your fam-
ily, whether or not your chil-
dren are grown, and whether
or not you have huge justifi-
cation for leaving the mar-
riage, it is important to apol-
ogize to your children. You
don't need to take full re-
sponsibility, but it is impor-
tant to let them know that
you are sorry you and your
spouse couldn’'t make your
relationship work. Let them
know you tried hard, without
providing details. It is a good
idea to show remorse repeat-
edly over a period of time.

Even though Donna
struggled a lot in her mar-
riage and tried very hard to
address the issues with her
husband that upset her, she
was the perpetrator in dis-
solving the marriage. Her
children didn't know the
marriage was in trouble be-
cause Donna and her hus-
band had always presented a
united facade to them and to
their community. So the
adult children only had the
surface situation to consider.
They concluded that their fa-
ther was deeply hurt and was
being abandoned, and that
their mother was selfishly
pursuing her own interests.

After many months with
Donna expressing regret and
remorse, two of her three
children were willing to re-
sume limited contact with
her. It was a start, and Donna
hoped the relationships
would continue to heal over
time and that her third child
would eventually also allow
her to be a part of his life.

2) Listen. Let your chil-
dren know that it won't upset
you to talk about the divorce,
and that it actually helps you.
Encourage your children to
express their feelings, most
of which will probably be
negative ones. Don't become
defensive when they do. Just
listen, don't talk much, and
show empathy and compas-
sion.

3) Be sure there are
other adults your children
can confide in since they may
be unwilling to talk to you or
your ex. See if there is a fam-
ily member or another close
adult they could talk to and
trust with their feelings. If
not, find a licensed therapist
who works with similarly
aged children.

4) Try as hard as you can
to maintain a civil relation-
ship with your children's
other parent. Think of your
children first while trying to
set aside your own anger,
hurt, disappointment, and
other difficult feelings. Not
only will your children bene-
fit from a harmonious rela-
tionship between you and
your eX, but they will respect
you both for providing this
for them. Children become
hurt, confused, and often
completely turned off by
parents’ behavior towards
each other. If you know you
have conducted yourself
well, your children will have
a much better chance of es-
caping damaging effects
from a parental divorce.

5) Avoid disparaging
your ex to your children.
Avoid providing them with
details about your marriage
and divorce. In her rage,
Becky was causing harm to
her children by disclosing
private, negative information
about their father to them.

6) Make changes as
gradually as possible, and let
your children know what to
expect. Sudden change with-
out warning heightens anxi-
ety in children. If you need to
move out of the family home,
try to relocate in the same
community to maintain sta-
bility for them in this way.
Let them know when they
will be with each parent and
where.

7) If at all possible, con-
sider "nesting,” where after a
divorce the kids continue to
stay in the family home while
the parents take turns mov-
ing in and out. Some exes
share an apartment close by,
taking turns being there and
being in the family home
with the children. If they can
afford it, some parents get
their own separate housing
and then take turns in the
family home.

The next Family Focus
column will suggest some
“don'ts” for the divorce
process.

marriage and family therapist.
Contact her at (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. She is
the author of “Treat Your Part-
ner Like a Dog: How to Breed a
Better Relationship” and “Ap-
petite for Life: Inspiring Stories
of Recovery from Anorexia, Bu-
limia, and Compulsive
Overeating.”

925-377-0977
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The Kyle Athayde Dance Party comes
to Lafayette Library — one day only

By Pippa Fisher

World-class musicians from
New York City, Los Angeles
and the San Francisco Bay
Area are coming to the
Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center to perform in Kyle
Athayde’s 20-piece big band -
The Kyle Athayde Dance Party.
They will be at the library July
24 for a one-set performance
featuring special guest Bijon

Watson sitting in on trumpet.

Athayde, an Orinda native
and Juilliard graduate, is a
New York-based composer,
arranger, performer, teacher
and bandleader. He plays vi-
braphone, piano, trumpet,
drums, bongos, congas, tim-
bales, string bass, bass clar-
inet, sousaphone, and vocal
percussion.

Athayde’s music draws
inspiration from a wide vari-
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ety of sources, from video
games and internet memes to
jazz and classical master-
works. He says, “If you like the
big band music of Duke
Ellington, Stan Kenton, Woody
Herman, or Don Ellis, then
you'll love the Dance Party!”

The show begins at 7:30
p-m. July 24 at the library. En-
try can be purchased at the
door for $20.

Further information is available on the KADP website: http://kyleathaydedanceparty.com/

Summer Movies in the Park continue

in Orinda

Photo Sora O’Doherty

Community members gather at Orinda Community Park July 11 to watch “LEGO Movie 2.”

The Summer Movies in the
Park series, offered by the
Orinda Parks and Recreation
Department, continues this
Thursday, July 25 at approxi-

mately 8:30 p.m. with the free
showing of “Incredibles 2” at
the Orinda Community Park.
The final movie for the sum-
mer will be Aug. 1 with “How

to Train Your Dragon: Hidden
World.” Audience members
are encouraged to bring blan-
kets, lawn chairs and snacks.
- S. O’Doherty

Moraga's Hacienda

By Vera Kochan

Beginning July 19 and running
for three additional Fridays,
the popular Hacienda Nights is
back for another summer of
food trucks, lawn games and
fun.

The family-friendly event
takes place on the lawn at the
Hacienda de las Flores, 2100
Donald Drive, Moraga, be-
tween 5 to 9 p.m. Future nights
are scheduled for Aug. 9, Aug.
23 and Sept. 13 when a special
treat will include an 8 p.m.
movie night at the pavilion.

According to Parks and
Recreation Director Breyana
Brandt, “Families that attend
the first (3) three Hacienda

Nih
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Nights will be able to vote at
the event for which movie they
would like to see on Sept. 13.
The options are "Wonder Park,'
'The Lego Movie 2' and 'The
Secret Life of Pets 2. We will
have a voting station available
at the first three events to
make the final decision be-
tween the three movies.”

July 19's food truck line-up
included: Canyon Club Brew-
ery, Ranchero Catering, Sliders
Truck, Flavors of Cali, Yummi
BBQ, Golden Gate Gyro and
Izzy A’s Frozen Custard.

Food trucks scheduled for
Aug. 9 include: Yummi BBQ,
Cosa Nostra Pasta Truck,
Ranchero Catering, Sip & Slide
Sliders, Canyon Club Brewery

ts a

re back

Photo Vera Kochan

and The Cupcake Shoppe.

On the menu for Aug. 23
are: Flavors of Cali, The Waffle
Roost, Golden Gate Gyro,
Canyon Club Brewery, Sip &
Slide Sliders and Johnny
Doughnuts.

The last scheduled event
night of Sept. 13 will feature:
Sliders Truck, Izzy A’s Frozen
Custard, Canyon Club Brewery,
Ranchero Catering, Lobsta
Truck, Cosa Nostra Pasta Truck
and Kolobok Russian Soul
Food.

Hacienda Nights is spon-
sored in part by the Moraga
Park Foundation and
Evntwrks.
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Summer Travel
Hawaiian Island Hopping: Oahu and Lanai

Hulopo’e Bay, Lanai
F —
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Four Seasons Resort O’ahu at Ko Olina

By Fran Miller

A mere 35-minute plane ride
divides them, and each is visible
to the other on an ultra clear
day, but the islands of Oahu and
Lanai offer varying visitor ex-
periences. Both provide alluring
and warm Hawaiian hospitality,
a bevy of adventure and cul-
tural activities, and of course
surf and sand, but the delivery
systems differ.

Unless arriving by private
or charter jet, one must pass
through Oahu’s Honolulu air-
port to get to and from Lanai,
making a pre- or post-layover
nearly a given. Three nights on
each island is about right, and
allows for an adequate explo-
ration of both. Start in Oahu
and head west to Ko Olina - far
from the crowds of Waikiki but
close enough to capture Hon-
olulu’s urban buzz. Four pris-
tine beach coves dot Ko Olina’s
sunset view-perfect, fit-for-a-
king coastline. Not mere hyper-
bole, the area was long ago the
vacation choice of King
Ka’mehameha himself.

Accommodations include
Four Seasons Resort O’ahu at Ko
Olina, Disney’s Aulani Resort,
Beach Villas at Ko Olina, and
Marriott’s Ko Olina Beach Club.
With its spectacular west-facing
infinity pool (the largest on the
island) and its destination level
restaurants, including Mina’s
Fish House, featuring the
world’s first ‘fish sommeliers,’
the Four Seasons is a winning
choice. (If the lure of neighbor-
ing Aulani is too hard to resist,
simply stroll next door to find
Mickey and Moana.) The early
20th century outrigger canoe
spanning the length of the spa-
cious Four Seasons lobby is an
indication that this is not a typi-
cal tropical resort. A quick peak
at the 3,200 square foot Pent-
house Suite confirms it. With
panoramic views of the Pacific
from its wraparound lanai, the

suite makes this resort a fa-
vored choice of notables who
have their pick of worldwide
lodging options.

Steeped in Hawaiian cul-
ture, the 17-story high rise takes
its cues from the innate beauty
and history of the area to create
a tranquil oasis. Four swimming
pools, a calm-watered beach
cove perfect for paddle board-
ing and snorkeling, and a num-
ber of activities such as lei mak-
ing, hula and ukulele lessons,
stargazing, and yoga mean that
everyone in your group finds
something to love. Be sure not
to miss the Saturday and Sun-
day brunch at the resort’s La
Hiki Kitchen. Word has it it’s the
island’s best and most bounti-
ful.

As opposed to the multitude
of resort choices on Oahu, Lanai
currently features just two
lodging options: the charming
10-room Hotel Lanai located ‘up
country’ in Lanai City, or the el-
egant Four Seasons Resort Lanai
perched above Hulopo‘e Bay. (A
third Lanai City option nears
completion.) The pristine, un-
spoiled beauty of this island as-
tounds. With just more than
3,000 full-time residents (and
nary a stop light to be found),
Lanai is the epitome of old
Hawaii - free of the crowds and
traffic now associated with its
sister islands.

Once the world’s largest
pineapple plantation, Lanai was
purchased by Oracle’s Larry El-
lison in 2012. He and his team
remodeled the existing Four
Seasons resort, making it one of
the world’s most beautiful and
luxurious vacation spots. With
just 213 guest rooms linked by
lush gardens, the resort is inti-
mate and sophisticated — perfect
for a romantic getaway (Chris
Pratt and Katharine
Schwarzenegger honeymooned
here) but equally appealing to
families who enjoy the numer-
ous activities. Every day from

Torch Lighting, Four Seasons Resort Oahu at Ko Olina

10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., cultural
team members man a lobby
table inviting guests to partake
in lei making or coconut weav-
ing. yoga, archery, helicopter
tours, horseback riding and
more are readily available. And
if it’s not listed on the daily ac-
tivity list, resort staff can make
it happen. Keep an eye out for
Resident Uncle Bruno, the resort
aviarist who meanders with one
or more rescue bhirds perched
upon his arms. It’s worthwhile
to take the resort’s Holoholo
tour; a cultural team member
likely a Lanai native, provides a
guided, four-wheel drive explo-
ration of the 140 square mile is-
land, sharing cultural details
along the way. The pineapples
are long gone but the island’s
ranch roots remain, as illus-
trated by the horse-filled Ranch
at Ko’ele, one of the stops along
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the tour that ends in Lanai City.
Head to Richard’s Market for
the fresh poke, visit the cultural
center, and purchase souvenirs
at Local Gentry or the Mike
Carroll Gallery before catching
a shuttle back to the Four
Seasons.

Dining options match the
resort’s sophistication. Try a
venison burger at The Sports
Bar & Grill, enjoy steak or
seafood at One Forty (the is-
land’s square mileage as well as
steak’s perfect temperature), or
indulge in Nobu Lanai’s signa-
ture Japanese dishes. At Four
Seasons Resort Lanai, any
choice is the best choice.

Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

* Pool heaters & hot tubs

* Natural gas barbecues

LeapFrog Loot ;
$25 off |

ArLRUIRINg b
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600 I

r LeapFrog Loot I

1 I
We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) | $ 1 00 Off

Approved vendors of PG&E

(925) 377

CA Lic
929641

1 Tankless water heater 1
1 installation

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/19

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

6600 =

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

How can we serve you!?
Let us count the ways.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care * Eye Examinations
* LASIK Surgery ° Geriatric Vision Care ° Contact Lenses
* Eyewear Center ° Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

U

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week ® www.caleyecare.com

510.642.2020
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Popular Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary pancake breakfast

helps fund community projects

B ; -"'r

Photo Thomas Black

Hundreds occupied popup tables set up on the ground-level library concourse.

Submitted by Thomas Black

The last of the 5K runners had yet to
return when the pancake breakfast
queue started to form in earnest July 4
at the ticket table on the concourse of
the Orinda public library. A couple of
hours later some 650 pancakes had
been grilled and consumed.

For the bargain price of $10,
adults treated themselves to what the
Independence Day event sponsor,
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary, was serv-
ing — two pancakes (plus maple syrup),
two sausages, half a banana, a clutch
of table grapes, orange juice, coffee
and, if desired, a bottle of water.

This marked the sixth year that
the Rotary club has put on the foodie
festival. To pull it off, two-dozen mem-
bers got up very early to start prep-
ping. It took two grills to produce
enough pancakes — one in the Orinda
Community Center and a second in-

side a popup tent on ground level.

During the morning, a band
played on the apron of the concourse.
Meanwhile, the Orinda library took
advantage of having a semi-captive
audience by holding a book sale. On
display was a motor boat recently re-
stored by LSR worker-bees. It is being
raffled as the principal fundraiser for
2019-20, with its next appearance
scheduled at the Lafayette Art and
Wine Festival, Sept. 21-22. Tickets sell
for $20 a piece or six for $100. A 1963
Volkswagen Beetle rebuilt by the club
and raffled last year netted more than
$20,000 (see related story on Page B1).

All proceeds from the breakfast
are earmarked to help fund one or
more community service projects the
club sponsors. Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary meets Fridays over breakfast at
the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa on Mt.
Diablo Boulevard in Lafayette. Guests
are always welcome.

New Troop 224 Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Lori Suppiger

Boy Scout Troop 224 of Lafayette hon-
ors two Scouts—Colin Porciuncula and
Peter Michael Kraszulyak—for
achieving Scouting’s highest rank of
Eagle Scout. To become an Eagle
Scout, a candidate must earn a mini-
mum of 21 merit badges, including 13
Eagle-required badges, demonstrate
leadership and Scout spirit, and suc-
cessfully complete a community ser-
vice project.

Kraszulyak, a rising junior at
Acalanes High School, built a movable
redwood bench, constructed a flag-
stone and gravel walkway, and re-
paired the legs of a broken bench at
the Lafayette Community Garden. The
project benefits the elderly commu-
nity and families with small children
who enjoy visiting the garden for
pleasure and educational purposes.
They can sit on the benches to admire
the beauty of the garden, and they can
use the walkway without any concern
of tripping or getting their shoes
muddy when it rains. Outside of
Scouting, Kraszulyak enjoys playing
basketball.

Porciuncula, a rising senior at
Acalanes High School, also enhanced
the Lafayette Community Garden by
building an additional six redwood
benches to provide much-needed
seating for the many gardening
classes held at the site. After deter-
mining the budget and the materials
necessary, Porciuncula raised $200
from friends and family members, re-
ceived a generous donation of $500
from the Lafayette Community Gar-
den itself, and a discounted price on
the redwood from Dolan’s Lumber to
complete the project. Porciuncula
then worked with a large group of
volunteers to cut the lumber, assemble
the benches, and install them at the
site. In addition to Scouting, Porciun-
cula swims varsity at Acalanes, is in-
terested in studying environmental
science, and plans to pursue a career
in the fire service after college.

Kraszulyak and Porciuncula will
be recognized for their achievement at
an Eagle Court of Honor ceremony
Aug. 10 at the Lafayette Veterans
Memorial Center. Troop 224 is cur-
rently accepting boys and girls as new
members. For more information visit
http://www.troop224lafayette.com.
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Orinda Odyssey of the Mind
team places fifth at World Finals

Submitted by Janine
Ogando

Over Memorial Day weekend three lo-
cal teams competed at the 2019
Odyssey of the Mind World Finals held
at Michigan State University, with
nearly 900 teams from 54 different
countries and five continents compet-
ing in four divisions in an attempt to
solve one of five different problems.

Orinda Rotary’s Fifth Grade team
(Division 1) consisting of (back row)
Ryan Chan, Lily Harrick, Toby Mon-
talban, (front row) Augie Martinez,
Kodie Zundel, Vinny Yu, and Ian
Hughes placed fifth in the world.
They are coached by Janine Ogando
and Jill Hughes and solved Problem 4,
the structure problem. This is the
second year for five members of this
team to make it to the world competi-
tion. Last year they were a rookie
team, placed seventh, and won an
OMER’s Award in recognition of ex-
emplary behavior through personal
action and exceptional skill.

Other local teams also did well at
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the World Competition, which is simi-
lar to the Olympics but for OoTM
problems. It's a huge feat to make it to
and be able to compete at the World
Competition; requiring that a team
earn first or second at a regional com-
petition and then either first or sec-
ond at the state competition. Solving
the Vehicle Problem, Foothill Middle
School (Div.2) placed 13th and Orinda
Rotary (Div. 3) placed 23rd. For Prob-
lem 2, Foothill Middle School (Div.2)
placed 18th and Orinda Rotary (Div 3)
placed 25th. Solving the classics prob-
lem, Glorietta Elementary School Red
(Div. 1) got 26th place, Stanley Middle
School in Lafayette (Div. 2) placed
15th, and Walnut Creek Rotary (Div. 3)
placed 20th. Orinda Rotary (Div. 1)
took 5th place in the structure prob-
lem. The California teams solving the
dramatic problem at Worlds were
Carolyn Clark Elementary (San Jose /
Div. 1) placing 10th, Brentwood Ele-
mentary (Div. 1) placing 17th, Miller
Creek Middle School (Div. 2 /San
Rafael) 16th place, and Concord HS
(Div. 3) earning 16th.

MSSL raises over $3K in
Round-Up for Rett Fundraiser

Submitted by Bianca Tung

The Music Students Service League of
Contra Costa collaborated with Macy’s
Walnut Creek from May 1-15, to hold
the Round-Up for Rett fundraiser in
support of the Katie Nues Foundation
for Rett Syndrome. MSSL is a student-
run, nonprofit organization whose
mission is not only to promote happi-
ness through music but also to provide
support for those in need. The Katie
Nues Foundation was founded by
Jesse Nues after his daughter, Katie,
was diagnosed with Rett syndrome,
and the foundation provides funding

for Katie’s Clinic of the UCSF Benioff
Children’s Hospital Oakland to create
an environment that improves the
daily lives of those who suffer from
Rett syndrome.

Thanks to community support, a
total of $3,046 was raised in addition
to the $5,000 from the MSSL and
Macy’s 2nd Annual Fashion Show for
a grand total of $8,046 that will go to-
ward covering clinical care, research
projects, and community education.
Interested in joining or collaborating
with MSSL? Visit: msslmusic.org or
contact MichelleChen@msslmusic.org.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Community Service: We are pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service
organizations to submit news and information about their activities.
Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the
subject header In Service to the Community.

~ Celebrations ~
National Merit Scholarship winners

Paige Martin-Holder of Acalanes High School and Adriana Derksen of
Campolindo High School both received a $2,500 scholarship from the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Paige is attending UCLA in the fall as
a biochemistry major and Adriana will attend Ohio State University this fall,
majoring in neuroscience. Adriana joins the University Honors program and
will live in the John Glenn Civic Leadership Community. The Scholarship
goes directly to the university to be applied against her first tuition bill.

Paige Martin-Holder

Adriana Derksen
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Campo alum uses Olympic-medal-winning philosophy to

—

V'andenberg teaches
techniques

By Vera Kochan

Kim Vandenberg, a Cam-
polindo High School alum
(2002), has won numerous
swimming medals and is lucky
enough to continue her love of
the sport traveling the world
teaching swim clinics. Not
stopping there, she has been
chosen as ambassador for
Room to Read and Up2Us
Sports. Both organizations
serve underprivileged
children.

No stranger to winning
ways Vandenberg, a three-time
USA Swimming National
Champion, who specializes in
the butterfly and freestyle, has
won silver medals at the 2005

World University Games and at
the 2007 World Championships
in Melbourne, a bronze medal
at the 2008 Summer Olympics
in Beijing and two gold medals
at the 2011 Pan American
Games in Guadalajara.

At an early age, Vanden-
berg raced against her older
brother, John, and younger
brother, Michael. Although her
sister, Lauren, was too young to
race with them, she grew to
compete in the sport as well. In
addition to sibling support, her
father and mother, Rick and
Denai, along with all of her
grandparents always attended
her swim meets. “Even my
great-grandmother, who was
over 100 years old, came to
watch me in her wheelchair,”
Vandenberg recalled with
pride.

Vandenberg credits her
former Campo and Orinda
Aquatics coaches Ron and Don
Heidary, who coached her be-
tween the ages of 12-18, as well
as her UCLA coaches, Cyndi
Gallagher and Greg Meehan,
for giving her a solid founda-
tion and strong mental outlook
to pursue her swimming
dreams.

“Besides the Olympic
bronze medal, I would say one
of my favorites is the silver
medal from the 2007 World
Championships, because I was
able to race against the world
record holder at the time, Jes-
sica Shipper. I went a personal
best (2:06.71), and in that mo-
ment, I was second in the

champion underserved youths

world in the 200m butterfly.”
Vandenberg added, “For me, it
was a rare moment when
everything came together - my
mind and body were con-
nected in a way that only hap-
pens a few times in an athlete’s
career. I was in the zone and
able to enjoy racing the best in
the world with enough confi-
dence to know I was one of
them. It took a long time for
me to see myself in that way,
and once I did, I was able to
push myself harder in the pool
and enjoy the process.”

Born and raised in the Bay
Area, Vandenberg now lives in
Brooklyn, New York. A series of
heartbreaking events caused
her to pull up stakes and move
to the other side of the country
in 2012. She placed third in the
200m butterfly at the Olympic
Trials, just missing a spot on
the London Olympic team. “I
had been training full time to
qualify for what would have
been my second Olympic team,
but instead I was signing pa-
perwork to be the first alter-
nate, which was devastating to
me at the time.” She was also
going through a relationship
breakup, and since she was
planning on representing the
New York Athletic Club during
that year’s fall European races,
moving there seemed like a
logical choice.

As it turned out, the relo-
cation was just what she
needed. Vandenberg said, “I
fell in love with the energy, the
people and the diversity. It was
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refreshing to meet people who
knew nothing about the sport,
especially after living in the
swimming world bubble for so
long - it's a small bubble!” The
change created “a balance be-
tween my athletic life and my
search for something more
than swimming.” She does re-
turn to the Bay Area a few
times a year to visit her family.

Vandenberg occasionally
still competes for the New York
Athletic Club, stating that
swimming helps her to stay ac-
tive, healthy and is a good way
to meditate underwater and
away from technology.

When not competing, Van-
denberg travels around the
United States and the world
teaching swim clinics and
camps to younger competitive
swimmers. Last year, she
taught in Sri Lanka, and just
last week returned from a trip
teaching in Slovenia. She ap-
preciates her travels in that it
helps her to connect with peo-
ple from varied walks of life.

Besides her busy teaching
schedule, Vandenberg is an
ambassador for the nonprofit
organization Room to Read.
Founded in 2000, Room to Read
believes that world change be-
gins with educated children.
Their focus is on a deep and
systematic transformation
within schools of low-income
countries by stressing the im-
portance of literacy. Room to
Read has benefited 12.4 million
children across more than
20,000 communities in 15

countries.

Other ambassadorship du-
ties are devoted to Up2Us
Sports, an organization com-
mitted to engage, train and
support sports coaches to
transform kids living in under-
served communities within the
United States by serving as
mentors. Over the past eight
years, they have placed over
2,000 coaches that have posi-
tively impacted the lives of
over 400,000 children.

Vandenberg first became
aware of the two organizations
through friends in New York. “I
was very lucky to grow up in
Moraga, a community where I
was supported and encouraged
to pursue my athletic ambi-
tions. After traveling around
the world, my eyes opened up
to the many communities that
lacked the support systems I
took for granted when I was
younger.” She added, “As an
ambassador, I help fundraise,
coach clinics, write, speak and
raise awareness for their
causes.”

Vandenberg’s current ef-
forts include a fundraising goal
for Room to Read. She hopes to
support 50 girls in the educa-
tional program designed to
help them succeed outside of
the classroom. At this point,
she has raised $7,725 of her
$15,000 goal, stating, “I believe
that investing in education is
the key to success and hope to
see girls around the world
have the same opportunities I
was given as a child.”

Throughout much of her
swimming career, Vanden-
berg’s mantra was “Never stop
believing.” She explained, “I
believe in the power of the
mind. Something I was able to
do, with the support of my
coaches and family, was to
persevere through the many
disappointments I faced in my
swimming career. I have
missed the Olympic team four
times (2000, 2004, 2012, 2016)
and I made it once in 2008. I
love the sport and I will always
love it. I think having faith in
the journey is what it all comes
down to.” She summarized,
“While it was amazing to com-
pete at the Olympic Games,
having the smaller moments
like creating life-long friend-
ships and memories with peo-
ple within the community is
much more important at the
end of the day.”

For information or to help Vandenberg achieve her $15,000 goal as ambassador for Room to Read visit:
https://give.roomtoread.org/team/170245

For information or to donate to Up2Us Sports visit:
https://www.up2us.org/blog/2017/10/2/ambassador-kim-vandenberg-hosts-swim-clinic-for-new-orleans-youth
Vandenberg’s website is: www.kimswimstudios.com

LAC celebrates High School Visual Arts
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"Zebra on Cardboard," Shae Silva, Campolindo High School and "The Book Jacket," Larkin

Stephanos, Campolindo High School

Submitted by Diane
Athanasiou

The community is invited to join
Lamorinda Arts Council during
its monthly artist reception
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Aug. 4 at
the Art Gallery at the Orinda Li-
brary, 26 Orinda Way, to cele-
brate two High School Visual
Arts Competition winners who
qualified to compete in the Cali-
fornia Art Education Associa-
tion’s Youth Art Month Compe-

tition in March.

Art & Creative Materials In-
stitute created Children’s Art
Month in 1961 as an event to
emphasize the value to children
from participating in visual art
education. In 1965 the nonprofit
California Art Education Associ-
ation was formed to provide a
collaborative network to
strengthen visual arts educa-
tion. CAEA coordinates the
Youth Art Month program at the
state level.

Larkin Stephanos, a fresh-
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man at Campolindo High School
in Moraga, won in 2019 overall
for all three competitions: the
Lamorinda Arts Council’s High
School Visual Art Competition,
CAEA’s Northern California
Level and CAEA’s State Level
competitions. Her winning en-
try is entitled “Book Jacket.”
Shae Silva, a senior at Cam-
polindo, won second place in
the Lamorinda Arts Council’s
High School Visual Arts Compe-
tition and is the winner of the
prestigious CAEA Northern Cal-

Competition winners

ifornia 2019 Ruth Jansen Prize,
which is awarded to a senior in
the visual arts competition. Her
winning entry is entitled “Zebra
on Cardboard.”

The LAC will also celebrate
Jill Langston, who is the art
teacher for both students at
Campolindo. An inspired and
dedicated art educator, she
brings out the best in her stu-
dents as exemplified by
Stephanos and Silva’s winning
artworks.

In 2020 and beyond, art
students participating in the

High School Visual Arts Compe-
tition will be encouraged to
compete for these additional
awards. For further information
on the competition and CAEA
program go to
https://www.caea-
arteducation.org/yam.

For more information re-
garding Lamorinda Art Council
or to donate towards programs
such as the High School Visual
Arts Competition go to
www.lamorindaarts.org or send
an email to info@lamor-
indaarts.org.
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The July exhibit at the art gallery
at the Orinda Library will feature
illustrations and their books by
Elaine and Rob Drew, paintings by
Jeanette Baird and Joanne Taeuf-
fer, and paintings and painted
wine bottles by Kath Balamuth.
The exhibit runs through July 31.
26 Orinda Way.

Valley Art Gallery presents “Two
for the Show” through Aug. 10 at
the Valley Art Gallery, 1660
Botelho Drive, Walnut Creek, fea-
turing the distinctive and beloved
ceramics of Gerry Wallace and the
colorful abstracts of Phil Simon.
Both have ties to the gallery’s long
history. www.valleyartgallery.org

Saint Mary’s College Museum of
Art (SMC | MoA) presents two new
exhibitions on view July 25
through Dec. 8. “Kal Spelletich:
Significance Machines and Pur-
poseful Robots” explores bound-
aries between humans and ma-
chines, integrating spirituality and
mysticism through an unlikely
form - robots. “New Formalism in
Painting and Photography” pre-
sents the collaborative work of
artists R&D (Diane Rosenblum and
Joe Doyle) expanding the bound-
aries of painting and photography

through digital manipulations.
MoA admission is free. For infor-
mation on programming and
hours, visit www.stmarys-
ca.edu/museum.

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new
show running through Aug. 10 will
feature the work of Lafayette
artist-photographer Lucy Beck,
who “paints” floral portraits with
light to show the astonishing vari-
ety of colors and shapes of small
flowers in our gardens, fields and
woodlands, and guest artist, Oak-
land ceramicist Tomoko Jarrell,
who specializes in the design and
creation of simple, comely,
Japanese-inspired functional and
decorative vases, cups, bowls, and
more. For hours and more infor-
mation visit www.moragaart-
gallery.com, call (925)376-5407.

MUSIC

Cantare Con Vivo’s Summer
Choir of 125 singers will present
African-American spirituals and
gospel songs, offering heartfelt
passion in reflecting life rooted in
American slavery at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 27 at Walnut Creek
Presbyterian Church. We hear the
perspective of an oppressed cul-
ture, embracing the promises pro-
fessed in Judeo-Christian traditions

that proclaim freedom, justice,
equality and respect. These ex-
pressions of faith must now turn
toward a spiritual plane where
such promises can ultimately be
trusted. Ticket price: $20.
WWWw.cantareconvivo.org.

The Kyle Athayde Dance Party is
coming to Lafayette on Wednesday,
July 24 for a one set performance
at the Lafayette Library, featuring
special guest, Bijon Watson. The
20-piece big band features world
class musicians from New York
City, Los Angeles, and the San
Francisco Bay Area. Kyle’s music
draws inspiration from a wide va-
riety of sources, from video games
and internet memes to jazz and
classical masterworks. If you like
the big band music of Duke Elling-
ton, Stan Kenton, Woody Herman,
or Don Ellis, then you’ll love the
Dance Party! Show starts at 7:30
p.m. Tickets: $20 at the door.
kyleathaydedanceparty.com

Free and Fabulous Opera in the
Park Concert from 5 to 7 p.m. on
July 28 at the Orinda Community
Park. The Rotary Club of Orinda
and Solo Opera proudly present
the 11th Annual Opera in the Park.
Bring the entire family, a blanket
and a picnic to enjoy an afternoon
of best-loved opera arias/duets/en-

sembles and musical theater fa-
vorites performed by first-rate
professional singers. Free admis-
sion - BART and handicapped ac-
cessible - free parking. For more
info, contact cmroeder@com-
cast.net and www.soloopera.org.

Moraga Commons Park Summer
Concerts from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday evenings in the summer.
July 25 features Mixed Nuts, a
band performing hits from the ‘40s
to the present and Aug. 1 will
showcase Moonalice, Bay Area ‘60s
psychedelic rock. Join your neigh-
bors for a relaxing free concert.
Bring your picnic blanket or lawn
chairs to the grassy hillside in
front of the band shell. Enjoy the
music while your children enjoy
the park. The volunteers of Moraga
Park Foundation cook food with
the Snack Bar opening at 6 p.m.

S’mores at Sundown Family Con-
cert with Andy Z and the Andyland
Band at 5 p.m. on Aug. 11 at The
Gardens at Heather Farm, 1540
Marchbanks Drive, Walnut Creek.
Say “So long!” to summer while
enjoying sweet treats and live mu-
sic at this family-oriented event.
Andy engages children (and par-
ents) with songs and stories that
range from educational to silly.
Venue seating is limited. Food,

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH
1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900
WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM
Mass Times: Daily Mass Monday - Friday 9:00 am
Saturday - Confessions 3:30 - 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

LOPC

LAFAYETTE-ORINDA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Kids Vacation Bible School July 15t"-19%
Ages 4 - entering 5" Grade

Register Today at:

www.willowspringchurch.com

Sunday Service 10:45 am

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Mvpe

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sundays, 9:30 am & 5 pm

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

oy
Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Missionary Katherine Parker will join us on
July 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary for an
exciting presentation. All are welcome to attend.

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others, and Serve the World

thelumc.org

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

R
4%

celebrating our faith « enriching our community « sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for 1K - 8t grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL VWORSHIP

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in the Center for Ministry

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School
Informal Wednesday Meeting
ReadingRoom/Bookstore M-F 11 -4;Sat. 10-12

www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11am
7:30 - 8:30 pm

ORINDA

Community Chunch

g W, b g B
e ey

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

blankets and lawn chairs are wel-
come. Outside alcohol is prohib-
ited. Tickets: $15 General Admis-
sion Adult; $10 GA Child (ages two
and up); children under age two
are free. Tickets available online at
gardenshf.org or by phone at (925)
947-1678.

Orinda Concerts in the Park, with
food trucks, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Tuesday evenings at the Commu-
nity Center and Park: July 30, Vin-
tage Jukebox; Aug. 6, Site 6 Bank;
and Aug. 13, Floorshakers.

THEATER

California Shakespeare Theater
continues its 2019 summer season
with the world premiere of “House
of Joy” by Madhuri Shekar as part
of their New Classics Initiative;
playing Aug. 14 through Sept. 1 at
the Bruns Amphitheater. A Pay
What You Can performance will be
held on Wednesday, Aug. 14.
House of Joy is an action-
adventure romance set in a harem
at the beginning of the end of the
Mughal Empire. Once upon a time
and place, in something like 17th
century Delhi, an imperial body-
guard risks her life to fight for
what’s right, turning against
everything she’s been raised to be-
lieve. Additional information and
online ticketing are available at
www.calshakes.org.

YMTC presents the epic musical,
Les Misérables, featuring a cast of
40 and a live 30-piece orchestra.
Now on stage in El Cerrito, this su-
perb production tells Victor Hugo’s
classic tale as perfectly as it can be
told. The show features talented
young actors (teen through college
age), including Moraga’s Alex Kolm
playing Marius. Final perfor-
mances are at 7 p.m on July 26 and
27 and at 2 p.m. on July 28. Tickets
are $16-$32. For more informa-
tion, visit
https://www.ymtcbayarea.org.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

Cinderella Story Time from 11
a.m. to noon on Aug. 3 at the
Pleasant Hill Library 1750 Oak
Park Blvd., Pleasant Hill. Diablo
Ballet School faculty members
Amanda Farris and Edward Stegge
will bring the classic tale to life in
this 30-minute interactive reading.
Following the reading, Cinderella
and her prince will teach the audi-
ence a short class demonstration.
Admission is free for children of
all ages. Children are invited to
come dressed as their favorite
fairytale character! To RSVP or for
more information, visit diablobal-
let.org/events.

OTHER

Fascia: The Mystery Tissue That
Holds You Together at 7 p.m. on
July 30 with Tim Appleford, PT,
MPT, OCS, ATC, Clinic Manager at
Lafayette Physical Therapy at 3468
Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B110 in
Lafayette. This is a free event, but
space is limited, so please sign up
at lafayettept.com/events or call
(925) 284-6150.

Summer is simply cooler with
cats. Visit with the kitties of Com-
munity Concern for Cats at this
weekend's adoption event from 1
to 4 p.m., July 27 and 28 at Pet Food
Express in Lafayette and Pleasant
Hill and Petco in Walnut Creek. For
more information, see www.com-

munityconcernforcats.org online.

National Park Service Hosts Ani-
mal Evidence Program - join John
Muir for a workshop about animal
evidence. Learn how to identify
tracks and scat from local animals.
Make a cast of your favorite ani-
mal track to take home. This free,
two-hour drop-in program begins
at noon on July 27. Visitors should
meet behind the visitor center. All
ages welcome. No reservations are
required. Please call the John Muir
NHS Visitor Center at (925) 228-
8860 x0. For more information,
please visit the park website at
WWW.nps.gov/jomu.

HighlineKites.com presents
Berkeley Kite Festival from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on July 27 and 28 at
Berkeley Marina’s Cesar E. Chavez
Park, 11 Spinnaker Way. Arts &
Crafts, Bounce Houses, Pony Rides,
Petting Zoo, Candy Drop, Free
Kitemaking, Team Kite Flying, Gi-
ant Kites, Japanese Kites, Kite Shop
on site Cost: Free For more info see
http://BerkeleyKiteFestival.com or
call (510) 235-5483 or email
HighlineKites@gmail.com.

... continued on next Page
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Succulent ribs and light salad
perfect for outdoor summer
dining
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utes. Some of the main things
to remember about cooking
ribs are to remove the thick

By Susie Iventosch

Baby back ribs simply say

summer. What'’s better than
dining on a batch of succu-
lent ribs with your favorite
barbecue sauce and a nice
summer salad out on the pa-
tio? Ribs are really pretty
easy to prepare, too, since
they can be cooked ahead of
time in the oven and then

membrane under the ribs, if
your butcher has not already
done that, and to slow cook
them in a tightly covered pan
for about two hours. If you
have difficulty removing the
membrane, you can slice in
between each rib in a couple
of places in order to allow the

fat to drip out and the sea-
soning to seep in. I do this
even once the membrane is
removed.

Now, for the big decision
of what kind of rub and
sauce to use. This depends

heated through on the bar-
becue in less than 10 min-

This recipe can be found on our website:

office at (925) 377-0977.

Photo Susie Iventosch

upon your own taste. I love
both a tangy barbecue sauce
and a southern-style sweet
sauce made with bourbon.
I've included the sweet
southern style rub and sauce
that my mom normally uses
and I really enjoy. Feel free to
email me for a tangier sauce
that we also love! With the
sweeter southern style ribs,
this jicama salad made with
grapefruit, mango, avocado
and cilantro all tossed in lime
vinaigrette is the perfect
accompaniment!

Susie can be reached at suziventosch@gmail.com.

www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please contact her by email or call our

1% cups ketchup
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Service Clubs Announcements

July 25:
International Towing &
Recovery Hall of Fame

Perry Shusta

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

Omaha beach invasion 1944

www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

August 1:
WWII Veteran- D-Day,

Jake Larson

7
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LAMORINDA SUNRISE

2: Club Assembly

(guests require a ticket)

30: John Fazel: Member Story

Rotary

Friends, Fur, Service Abave Self

AUGUST WEEKLY MEETINGS

9: Dan Borenstein: Journalist on California Pensions
16: Andy Weir, Author of The Martian (guests require a ticket)
23: Dr. Lawrence H. Kuznetz , Apollo Flight Controller

Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m.
The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA
www.lamorindasunrise.com
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or Oct. 12 to meet CSC staff, walk
the site, and hear our plans for

The public is invited to hear
Katherine Parker, water microbi-
ologist and UMC missionary in
Nepal, at 6:30 p.m. on July 28 at
Lafayette UMC, 955 Moraga Road.
Katherine conducts workshops on
sanitation, drinking water,
women’s self-reliance, hygiene

building a cancer community cen-
ter. Location: south side of Mt. Di-
ablo Blvd, across from Lafayette
Community Garden. Contact Libby
Eppinga at leppinga@cancersup-
port.net or (925) 953-1216 for
more information.

and safety issues, serving UM
Global Ministries and the ecu-
menical United Mission to Nepal.

Diablo Ballet’s Annual Gourmet
Gallop food and wine walk returns
to downtown Walnut Creek for the
ninth consecutive year from 6 to 9
p-m. on Thursday, Aug. 8. Diablo
Ballet invites guests to sip, sample
and stroll their way through 18
downtown Walnut Creek locations
as they experience a one-of-a-kind
culinary adventure. Tickets are on
sale now to the public at only $39
if purchased on or before July 25.
After that date, the price goes up to
$45 per person. Special group
pricing is available. Tickets are

SENIORS

Lafayette Community Founda-
tion’s 10th Annual Senior Sympo-
sium, “Aging By Design” will take
place from 8:30 a.m. to noon on
Saturday, Aug. 10 at Acalanes High
School. Attendees will hear from a
variety of experts about the latest
findings on aging while maintain-
ing independence. In addition,
many vendors and nonprofit
agencies will have booths at the
Symposium’s Resource Fair pro-
viding information about their
products and services. Attendance
is free. Please register in advance
by visiting http://www.lafayet-
tecf.org. to fill out the attendee

Baby Back Ribs

(Serves 6)

INGREDIENTS
2 racks baby back ribs, approximately 2 %
to 3 pounds each, or 12 ribs per rack
4 tablespoons rub (see recipe below)

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 300 F.

Remove membrane from back of ribs, if it is
still there. Cut rack into portions of 3-4 ribs
each. Make two small (3/4-inch) slits in between
each rib. Spread rub on top and bottom of rib
racks.

Place in a baking dish, meaty side down,
and cover tightly with foil. Bake for
approximately two hours, or until a knife easily
inserts into the meat between ribs.

Remove from oven. Cool to room
temperature and drain any excess fat from the
pan. Seal ribs in foil or in an airtight container
and refrigerate until ready to use.

When ready to serve, heat ribs on
barbecue over medium heat for a couple of
minutes before basting with barbecue sauce.
Then, cook ribs for two-three minutes per side.

Serve hot!

Sweet Rib Rub and Barbecue Sauce

For rub, blend together:

2 tablespoons powdered cumin

1 tablespoon brown sugar

1 tablespoon chili powder

2 teaspoons dry mustard

1 teaspoon cinnamon
Sometimes I add: 1 teaspoon paprika and 1
teaspoon onion or garlic powder and a dash of
ginger.

For Sauce:
INGREDIENTS
1 medium yellow onion, chopped
4 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons canola oil
1 teaspoon salt
2 cup whole seeded Dijon mustard

1 small can (6 ounces) tomato paste

> cup apple juice

Y4 cup apple cider vinegar

1 dried ancho chili, peeled, stem and seeds
removed and chopped (can substitute %2
teaspoon red pepper flakes)

1 cup water

% cup bourbon

DIRECTIONS

Heat oil in sauce pan. Add onion and garlic and
cook until translucent. Stir in salt, ancho chili,
mustard, ketchup, apple juice, apple cider
vinegar and water. Bring to a boil, stirring
occasionally. Add bourbon and continue to
cook for another 5 minutes or so. At this point,
you can cool the sauce and refrigerate in an
air-tight container until ready to use.

Jicama-Mango-Grapefruit-
Avocado Salad with Lime

Vinaigrette
INGREDIENTS

Salad
2 cups julienned strips of jicama (1-2
inches in length)
1 cup mango cut into bite-sized pieces
Y, grapefruit cut into pieces (I cut these
out with a grapefruit spoon)
1 firm avocado, cut into bite-sized pieces
Y, cup cilantro leaves, snipped into pieces
% cup red onion, chopped and
caramelized
1/3 cup crumbled blue cheese
1 recipe vinaigrette (below)

Lime Vinaigrette
Place the following in a container with a
tight-fitting lid and shake well:
1/4 cup fresh-squeezed lime juice
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
2/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon Tajin (or other Lime-salt
seasoning)

You can find most of the recipes published
in the Lamorinda Weekly on our website.

Food tab:
www.lamorindaweekly.com/html2/food1.html

available online at: diablobal-
let.org or by calling (925) 943-1775.

registration and to have you name
included in the raffle drawing.

Lafayette Community Garden
and Outdoor Learning Center pre-
sents Home Composting for Busy
People from 3 to 4 p.m. on Aug. 10.
Presented by Master Gardener
Marian Woodard. Registration is
required. Call (925) 906-1801 x306
to register. The event is free.

Summer Wine Festival 2- 5 p.m.
on Saturday Aug. 10, Saint Mary’s
College Soda Center in Moraga.
$50 per person with pre-
registration at stmayrs-
ca.edu/wine or (925) 631-8744.

Cancer Support Community is
offering free public tours of our
open space in Lafayette. Drop in
between 10 and 11:30 a.m. Aug. 10
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L.ove Laftayette

Family is why H
we do |t a" MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING
S HAVE FUN THIS SUMMER,
Lika & good naghbor St Farm o rars® . LET US TAKE SOMETHING OFF
CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY. YOUR TO_DO LlST'

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair

Light Carpentry
Kelley Reed, Agent JP Reed, Agent FOF a QUiCk Preliminary Estimate
Insurance Lic#: 0E84198 Insurance Lic#: 0F62235 - -
ke\ley@age?lrezd,com ip@agentjtpreedacom Emall Photos Of PI‘Oject to:
Bus: 925.800.6808 Fax: 026.0342278  Bus: 925.034-5577  Fax: 925.934-2278 Office@MarkBe"ingham Painting_com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

™
statefarm.com® &) State F'ar m Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Barbering by Nance  MiLues
Master Barber § m
Men’s hair cut $28 3 ._ -
Straight-edge shave $28 : | |
i § even Days a Week [IERES
:;51_12‘;;_1133’;; E1 1018 Oak Hill Road
a Lafayette
A 4 (510) 283-2397

New client and student discount $5 off

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast e

o jSOpjpalig o.

. l.l:)u.n'l

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast

LafagﬁtteﬂutﬂBﬂdUIM “PA\LAFAYETTE

bt PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comp/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421 925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

www.lafayetteautobody.com

THE WRITING STUDIO
Where Words Come to Life

e Classroom instruction Fall
and individual sessions Class.es
e Writing Projects Begin
. Oct. 7
¢ Tools to improve
fluency and sentence structure
e Grades 3-12

The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette
(925) 385-0211  www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

Residential
- Custom Homes -
BUILDERS, lax. - Remodels -
- Additions -
Lafayette Ncl’;’:tnslﬁz
(925) 283-3128 Jeff Wendt
www.KandWhbuilders.com
CL# 930839

ROVAING 1
y:

A AT

Ages 4-16 Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Home Pick up Available in Lafayette

Join us for a camp tour! ST,
roughingit.com/visit 925.283.3795  |])

Piano Studio

K,egs to suceess

College Admissions Advising
Helping students find their college fit!

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Gwenly Carrel

Rita Yegiazaryan Advisor
925-283-7601 gwenlycarrel@gmail.com
Cell: 925-323-8969 925-368-8860

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Making pay Area Ilom°|59 4o
Beautiful Sin¢® g

! g ) "
) = Jlodgett's ' Borod
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet. www.blodgetts.com

Lic. #177588

Watch for Shop
Orinda August 7
Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

Saturday, August 10

8:30 am - Noon

Acalanes High School

For more information and to register in advance

for a chance to win one of the raffle prizes, visit http://www.lafayettecf.org

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Blvd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v/ Shipping v"Notary Services
v"Copying, Finishing v Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v/ Business Services

store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

ViCaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

LAFAYETTE
e COMMUNITY
e Gl FOUNDATION
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Ormda Aquatlcs sw1mmers path to college

Campolindo graduate Steven Stumph, now at USC, holds a

national and USC record.
By Jon Kingdon

If there is a single activity
that one is exposed to while
growing up in Lamorinda, it
would have to be swimming,
with some starting in a pool
as young as 3 years old.
There are many directions
that one can take once the
basic skills are mastered.
There is competitive swim-
ming, synchronized swim-
ming, water polo, diving and
just swimming in general.
Don and Ron Heidary
started Orinda Aquatics 25
years ago with a specific goal
in mind: “Our environment is
for kids that love the sport
and want to keep doing it af-

ter high school,” says Don.
“We have a culture of colle-
giate pursuit where all of our
swimmers, if they want to,
will swim in college. There
are enough collegiate pro-
grams at all levels for any-
body that can swim.”

The time demands on a
swimmer can be exhaustive.
Competitive swimmers will
get up at 4:45 in the morning,
three or four times a week, go
to school and then train two
hours in the afternoon, doing
their homework in the
evening. It’s when they be-
come high school freshmen
that they realize how difficult
it can be, says Don: “Most of
the kids work through it and
find the right balance where

they can do it and maintain
and not break down. They
push the limit every day,
physically, emotionally and
academically. It’s important
that we create an environ-
ment with passion that sup-
ports kids that want to be
better and want to go on and
compete in college.”

Burnout among swim-
mers can be a real concern.
Often times swimmers come
to the conclusion that they
are swimming for other peo-
ple but not themselves, as Dr.
Robyn Odegaard, sports psy-
chologist and owner of
Champion Performance De-
velopment, defines it:
“Burnout is anytime someone
is held accountable for things
that are not within their con-
trol, either by themselves,
coaches or parents.”

For these swimmers it’s
more peer support than peer
pressure, says Jean Follmer,
whose daughter will be
swimming at Northwestern
and whose son will be a ju-
nior next season: “They show
up at the pool and all their
friends are there. Without
that, the kids can get burned
out and end up quitting.
When you show up and you
see 40 friends in the pool go-
ing through the same pro-
gram and putting in the same
effort, it’s encouraging and it
really builds a team atmos-

Photos provided

phere. It carries over to
group outings away from the
pool as well where they all
hang out together. They sup-
port each other learning how
to handle success and disap-
pointment, which translates
into other areas in school and
life.”

Don makes it clear the
type of swimmers they want
to join Orinda Aquatics: “It
has been our ultimate goal
that our graduating swim-
mers not only continue to be
athletes at the collegiate level,
but that they love the sport of
swimming, continue to im-
prove, become leaders on
their collegiate teams and are
ultimately better people.”

From Division I American
University (Washington D.C.)
to Division III Warren Wilson
College (Swannanoa, South
Carolina), there are 560 swim
teams all over the United
States. Not to be overlooked
are the over 150 club swim-
ming teams available at the
collegiate level.

The Heidarys take pride
in the number of swimmers
that have gone through their
program and continued
swimming competitively in
college. This past year,
Orinda Aquatics graduated 30
swimmers, 25 of which will
be swimming for their college
or club teams. Of the five not
swimming, Daniela Moroz

will be on the sailing team at
the University of Hawaii and
Andy Kang is going to the U.S.
Naval Academy. The other
three are going to their cho-
sen school, but the level of
competition is above their
skill level.

The Heidarys also point
to the academic success of
their swimmers. Having had
swimmers from over 20 dif-
ferent high schools, the over-
all GPA of the students has
always been near 4.0. In an
article in Swimming World
Magazine, Lindsay Hass
looked at the Academic
Progress Rate Score used by
the NCAA and it showed that
“swimmers are among the
top performing students
when it comes to academic
eligibility, retention and
graduation.”

Don supports those con-
clusions: “It dispels the myth
that you can’t train year-
round and be a good student.
Choosing to make the com-
mitment to be a competitive
swimmer is not a casual deci-
sion and it tends to deter
those without a real commit-
ment in and out of the water,”
says Don: “We don’t get kids
that come onto our team that
are not academic. We have
never had to deal with that.
Mature, disciplined and aca-
demic kids seem to gravitate
to swimming. Between their
parents, their personal drive
and peer pressure, we just
don’t have to check their
grades. They want to be good
student-athletes and go to a
good school. They know they
can’t screw around.”

It's the focus and com-
mitment to swimming that
carries over to the swimmers’
academic work, says Don:
“We see kids’ grades decline
when they’re out of the water
if they get injured for a few
months. Their discipline is
not the same as when they’re
swimming and they have said
that school got away from
them. They can’t do that
when they’re swimming.”

It’s Don’s belief that there
is a college for every swim-
mer at every level: “It’s a
support for all of the swim-
mers — novice, mid-level and
elite swimmers - to be colle-
giate student-athletes and to
be leaders in their programs
and that is what is unique
about our team. As a rule,
our graduates don’t finish
and say that 'm done. They
want to swim.

.. continued on Page C4

Super SW1mmers Out in Max Force at the Annual Meadow Mini Meet

Submitted by Amy Campbell

The 49th annual Mini Meet, hosted by
Meadow Swim and Tennis Club, took
place on Sunday, July 14. Over 550
swimmers ages 8 and under from the
nine clubs that make up the Orinda
Moraga Pool Association (OMPA)
competed in this year's "Super Hero"
themed event. Three-year-old Mathias
Montana of Meadow was the littlest
superhero to make it across the 25-yard
pool this year in a time of 1:23.94. Orinda |
Country Club took first place, just inching
out host club Meadow Swim and Tennis
Club by one point, and Moraga Valley
Pool took home the trophy for third
place.

1 Orinda Country Club: 613.50 pts.

2 Meadow Swim Team: 612.50 pts.

3 Moraga Valley Pool Swim Team: 377.50 pts.
4 Orinda Park Pool Swim Team: 303.50 pts.

5 Sleepy Hollow Legends: 236 pts.

6 Moraga Country Club: 168.50 pts.

7 Moraga Ranch Swim Club: 164 pts.

8 Miramonte Swim Club: 161. 50 pts.

9 Campolindo Cabana Club Marlins: 44pts.

Total 2,681.00

Coaches, from left: MVP, OCC
and Meadow

Photo provided

Sylvie Portet and Hayden Holloway



Page: C2

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

AR+

UCSE Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Oakland | San Francisco

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

925-377-0977

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 24, 2019

B

By Jon Kingdon

For many athletes these days,
it’s all in for one sport. After
one season is completed, they
just move on to a club team
for the same sport. Kaylee
Pond, a rising senior at
Acalanes High School proved
to be the exception to the
rule with a year to be re-
membered. She was named
MVP for the Diablo Athlete
League in both softball and
basketball, listed as the 13th
best athlete among boys and
girls in the Metro Area by the
San Francisco Chronicle
along with being named the
26th best athlete in Northern
California among both boys
and girls.

Having begun playing
organized sports at the age of
4, Pond attributes her love
for sports from her parents:
“My Mom (Kari) was athletic
and played sports and my
Dad (Wylie) played basket-
ball in college. They were my
coaches growing up. Sports
are our thing.”

When Pond came to
Acalanes as a sophomore, her
athletic career was set back
when she tore her ACL play-
ing basketball and missed the
rest of the basketball season
and the entire softball sea-
son. Still, Pond found a way
to stay involved: “I was so
used to working out and
practicing every day and all I

could do then was leg lifts
and lunges. Vic (head soft-
ball coach Victor Silva) al-
lowed me to help coach and
be a part of the team and
Saki (head basketball coach
Michelle Sasaki) would ask
my input at halftime. I even
got to coach a fourth-grade
AAU team. Dr. William
Workman and his staff were
so patient with me and the
rehab really went quickly.”

Fortunately for Pond, at
this point, she does not have
to pick a favorite sport: “I
love both even though
they’re two different sports.
They’re like yin and yang.
Basketball is fast paced, com-
petitive, physical and ener-
getic. Ilove the ability to
control what is happening on
the court. It’s the one-on-one
nature in softball I love
where the pitcher challenges
you with every pitch.”

Pond met the challenge
this past year having batted
.680 with seven home runs,
32 RBIs, 25 stolen bases and
scored 47 runs. Silva knew
from the start how special
Pond would be: “We were 9-
14 the season Kaylee was
hurt and this year we were
18-6. She is very athletic and
will do whatever she can to
win. She has great anticipa-
tion and awareness. She’s
not a yeller, but leads by ex-
ample. Ithink she could just
sit on the bench and coach

the team. Ijust wish I had
two of her.”

Sasaki shared a very
similar appreciation for what
Pond brought to the court:
“What makes Kaylee so ex-
traordinary is her passion to
compete and that’s her edge
over her opponents. She re-

Photos Gint Federas
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ally knows and understands
the sport. Her intensity is the
same every day. Thatisa
very strong trait for a
leader.”

Pond may see some of
herself in Sasaki: “I'm so
blessed to have her as a
coach. She is very competi-
tive. She takes up the role of
every coach. Ijust have so
much respect for her. Her IQ
on the game and how she has
taught me and the team so
many new things has made a
difference with the
program.”

It's Silva’s concern for the
team that Pond appreciates
most about him: “Vic is so
dedicated not only in making
us better softball players, but
future women. He’ll sacrifice
anything for his players and
focuses on building on the
relationships between the
players and coaches. He’s al-
ways looking out for his
players.”

Pond verbally committed
to play softball at Iowa State
University her sophomore
year though she cannot offi-
cially sign with the Cyclones
until her senior year: “I have
family in the Midwest and I
fell in love with the vibe of
the team. They’re very team
oriented which you don’t see
much anymore. A lot of col-
lege coaches would have told
me not to play basketball
again but they understood
that I'm very passionate

-

about basketball. I did not
want to cut my basketball ca-
reer short. We have a very
good team and I believe we
can go deep into the playoffs
and I want to be a part of
that.”

Pond’s parents have been
role models for her and her
brother Ibis, a rising sopho-
more at Acalanes, and she
has two athletes that she has
looked to for inspiration —
one from afar and one lo-
cally: “In basketball, I really
like Kawaii Leonard with
how humble and competitive
he is in every play, which I
respect a lot. In softball,
when [ was a freshman at Al-
hambra, I was able to play
alongside Briana Perez, who
is such an amazing athlete
and plays at UCLA now.”

What does Pond do when
she wants to get away from
school sports? How about
bowling and miniature golf:
“If I need a break from
sports, I just go to another
sport. I have minimal free
time and I like to keep myself
busy.”

Despite the prior injury,
Pond is not looking back:
“I'm only this young once
where my body can do this
for so long and if I want to
play both sports, I'll play both
sports. I'm very lucky to be
able to do this.”

¥ SUPPLY HARDWARE
it

Outdoor Supply Hardware is
coming to the East Bay — open-
ing soon in Napa and Moraga.
Want to work where you love
to shop? In a store where you
are as important as our Custom-
ers? We are looking for Rental
Equipment Managers and As-
sociates - 1 for each store - and
several other positions as well.
Check us out on Indeed.com for
a full job description and a link
to apply for these or other open
positions.

Help Wanted | Insurance |

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Knife Sharpening

Lulu’s Kitchen Knife
Sharpening Services (KSS)
Free pick-up/delivery for our
Lamorinda clients.

Same day service available.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

Call Michael @ 510-499-9377.
Lamorinda family since 1989.

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
OPEN 24/7
Please call Carlos Toledo
I 925-872-0422

==+ Ken’s Rototilling
= <4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing -« Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

WE HOP TOIT}

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Local divers qualified for Zone

Submitted by Michael
Soloman

Sherman Diving Club had an exciting
start to the summer with three of the
team’s divers qualified to compete in
the prestigious Zone Diving Champi-
onship held in Beaverton, Oregon June
13-16. Coach Steve Sherman was ex-
cited with the outcome with all three
divers qualifying for the final round
where top divers from across the
country will compete at the University
of Tennessee in Knoxville. Michael

Diving Championship

Photo provided
Solomon, 12 years old, did best on his
front double flip, 11-year-old Sophie
Lehane was very proud of her inward
11/2, and 10-year-old Jake Solomon
was surprised that his front 1 2 went
so well.

“Diving at zones was a wonderful
experience! I am extremely excited
that everyone on our team who went
to zones will now be traveling to na-
tionals,” said Jake Solomon. The divers
Michael, Jake, and Sophie each got
within the top seven divers in each of
their events.
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OBA Lava Monsters win 10U

Photo provided

Bottom row, from left: Dylan Funk, Adeeb Khan, Julian Arrigotti, Brody Suba,
Shawn Kiang, Griffin Waterbury; top row: Wyatt Strand, Claes Bell, coach Jack
Bellamy, coach Stan Kiang, Trent Smith, Luke Keevey, Aidan Ma, Tyler

Bellamy and coach Louis Suba

After losing their first playoff game,
the Orinda 10U Mustang, The Lava
Monsters went on to win six straight

elimination games en route to the
championship. The last two games
both went into extra innings.

23rd Annual Fun Run kicks off

4th

of July in Moraga

Photos Hector Chao & Eric Yabu

Start of the 5-mile race with eventual winner R] Bloomer (Bib 719) and
runner-up Teddy Buckley (Campo 21, Bib 717)

5-mile female winner: Flora Lai,
Houston, Texas

2-mile overall winner: Tilden
Jackson, Oakland

Submitted by Eric Yabu

For the 23rd year in a row, Moraga be-
gan its Fourth of July festivities with the
Annual Fun Run. Starting and finishing
at the soon to open Canyon Club Brew-
ery, the event attracted nearly 600 par-
ticipants for its 400- and 800-meter Kid-
die Runs and 2- and 5-mile races. Before
the start of the races, Lleyton Allen
(Campo '22) treated the crowd to a stir-
ring rendition of the National Anthem.
The 5-mile race was won by R] Bloomer
(Kensington) in 25:41 while Flora Lai
from Houston, Texas won the women's
race in 28:40. In the 2-mile race, the
overall winner was Tilden Jackson
(Oakland) in a time of 11:41. The top fe-
male finisher was Moraga's Eliza Roady
in 13:42.

Complete results:
moragafunrun.com

2-mile female winner: Eliza Roady,
Moraga

Lafayette Little League All-Star

team win Di
e .

strict 4 Ch

ampionship

Photo Jacob Tabibian

Top row, from left: Zack Tabibian, Andrew Upp, Branson Smith, Reid Habas,
Gavin Beers, Marek Mastrov, Joey Martin; bottom row: Ryan Ventrelle, Jimmy
Cusumano, Kyle Woodson, Nico Roig, Leo McDonough

Submitted by Sarah
Cusumano and Catherine
Habas

Lafayette Little League's 2019 11-year-
old All-Stars baseball team overcame
three elimination games to win Cali-
fornia’s Little League District 4 Cham-
pionships at the town’s Buckeye Fields.
The weeklong tournament hosted All-

Star teams from Alameda, Concord
and Oakland. Lafayette All-Stars went
5-1, beating Alameda on back to back
nights in two tight games. As District 4
champions, the Lafayette All-Stars
went on to compete in the Northern
California Sectional Tournament held
in Vacaville. The team is managed by
Dan Ventrelle and coaches are Mark
Cusumano, David Habas, and Nick
Woodson.

Lafayette Little League 10U All
Stars win the 2nd Annual Alex

F s
¥ - T o

From left: Henry Werner, Ty Kniesche (bat boy), Brody McLaverty, Grant

McLin Courage Classic

Condy, Max Trexler, Drew Asadorian, Brayden Tuiasasopo, Max Kniesche,
Caleb Roth, Jake Colclasure, Tyler Winkles, Josh Lee, Jackson Boselli; not

pictured, AJ] Hastings
Submitted by Linda Choi

In 2018, Lafayette Little League (LLL)
renamed their summer tournament
the Alex McLin Courage Classic in
honor of Alex McLin, a member of the
2016 Majors Champion Nationals who
lost his battle against bone cancer.
Alex's heroic battle against bone can-

cer epitomized the courage and deter-
mination that made Alex a champion
on the baseball field. His courage
made him an inspiration to the entire
LLL community. The LLL 10U All Stars
battled against teams from Orinda,
Moraga, Alameda, and Lafayette in the
tournament to win the championship
game against Moraga on July 17.
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USA Women take down Greece 14-3 in Moraga

Amanda Longan (Moorpark, CA/USC/Santa Barbara 805)

For the third consecutive
game Team USA took down
Greece 14-3 July 4 at
Campolindo Soda Center.
Amanda Longan got the start
in goal and made 11 saves in
the cage. Maddie Musselman
and Jamie Neushul powered
Team USA's offense by
scoring three goals each.

According to USA Water
Polo, Inc., Team USA came
out the gate quickly on
offense as they went up 1-0
on their first shot of the
game through Paige
Hauschild. Team USA then
took a commanding 5-0 lead
at the end of the first quarter
after four successive goals.

Photos Gint Federas

Similarly, in the second
quarter Kiley Neushul got
the scoring started and her
sister Jamie ended it with
Team USA's ninth goal in a
row before Greece scored
one to make it 9-1 at
halftime.

The third quarter was a
tighter contest as Greece got

their second goal and then it
took until two minutes left in
the quarter for Team USA to
find the net. Musselman then
added another to increase
the lead to 11-2 at halftime.
Team USA continued to push
forward in the final quarter
with three more goals, going
on to win 14-3.

Team USA went 2/2 on
penalties and Greece went
1/2 on penalties.

Madee Musselman (Newport Beach CA/UCLA/CAM Aquatics)

Maggie Steffens (Danville, CA/Stanford/NYAC)

Orinda Aquatics’ swimmers path to college

Orinda Aquatics team cheering

... continued from Page C1

The kids that go on to swim
either collegiately or at a club
level is a very high percent-
age. It’s our culture that sup-
ports it.”

Kassy Gregory, a recent
graduate of Campolindo and
Orinda Aquatics, will be
swimming for Soka Univer-

-...:'-b
-

sity in Alisa Viejo, California
and attributes much of her
success to swimming for the
Heidarys: “As a student-
athlete, I had to learn to de-
velop self-discipline and time
management. That discipline
has helped me to be become a
better student. At Orinda
Aquatics, we recognize our
responsibilities for behaving

as high-character athletes.
Everyone is treated with the
deepest respect, whether they
are swimmers, officials or
coaches. While our passion
for the sport propels us to put
in our best effort, we under-
stand how our actions relate
to others.”

There have been three
Olympians that have come

out of Orinda Aquatics — Kim
Vandenberg (UCLA and Cam-
polindo), Peter Varellas
(Stanford and Campolindo)
and Heather Petri (California
and Miramonte) along with
23 other Olympic qualifiers.
As gratifying as that is to the
club, “What we’re most proud
of is how many of our kids
have gone on to be leaders of

their collegiate swim team,”
says Don. “Forty-one of our
swimmers have been named
captains of their teams in
college. We’ll put that num-
ber up against any club in the
country.”

The large number of
leaders that have come out of
Orinda Aquatics can be at-
tributed to their ‘Positive
Training Environment.” It’s a
matter of taking the path of
most resistance, says Don:
“When our swimmers enter a
culture of commitment and
effort, they either adapt or
they are excused as our
swimmers and coaches do
not want the team’s stan-
dards jeopardized. They not
only grow as athletes through
the challenges, but they grow
as people. We emphasize
character, which is the foun-
dation of our program. If the
environment is not positive
and conducive to long-term
training and development,
you will see much more attri-
tion and kids looking to move
out of the sport, not continue
to a higher, more demanding
level. That’s what we try to
do every day, create that en-
vironment that supports kids
that want to continue on and
they do and we’ve seen that
play out for over two
decades.”

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file, minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)
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Creating a living room that sings

By Amanda Eck

Decorating a space like a living room can feel
like an overwhelming task as you try to put
all the pieces together to make it feel harmo-
nious. You have to consider paint colors for
the walls, what kind of furniture you already
have, what pieces you need, furniture layout,
colors, accents and accessories. Often times
you put everything together and yet the space
still feels "off" or "missing something." Here

Photos provided

are a few tips to get you started on the right
track.
Declutter

The first step of creating a beautiful invit-
ing space is to declutter. Getting rid of the
junk many times frees up extra space in the
room that wasn’t there before. Remove pa-
pers, toys, shoes, or any other miscellaneous
items that do not belong in the living room.
Create a sorting system of three boxes or bags
and label them: keep, toss, and donate. Once

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

.. read on Page D12

your space is cleared out use baskets, bins
and decorative boxes to keep the items that
are staying organized.
Invest in quality

Invest in quality upholstery. Look for
pieces that are made in the USA. Frames that
are made with kiln-dried hardwood and
eight-way hand tied springs (the part where
the cushions sit) are the best construction for
sofas and chairs. For cushions, look for high-
density foam; lesser quality foam can break
down quickly. I prefer cushions that have in-
dividually wrapped coil springs covered with
high density foam and then wrapped with a
soft down fiber. It’s a triple layer cushion
that provides a soft seat yet bounces back
when you get up.

... continued on Page D4
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VLATKA BATHGATE | JIISeiens

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

LT} || Linked [

1349 Camino Pab-
lo, Moraga

Sheltered Oasis in
Sunny Moraga

4 beds/2.5 baths
with solar panels.

Offered at
$1,399,000

2480 Carthage Dr.,
Concord

Opportunity on
Walnut Creek border

4 beds/2 baths,
single level

Offered at $659,000

Excellent
downtown location

3bed/2baths,
approx 1,351 sqft

| Offered at $868,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 21 $785,000 $2,600,000
MORAGA 8 $530,000 $1,958,000
ORINDA 14 $800,000 $2,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3345 Betty Lane, $1,390,000, 4 Bdrms, 1824 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $995,000, 06-25-15

1024 Carol Lane, $1,165,000, 3 Bdrms, 1390 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 07-01-14

1020 Dyer Drive, $1,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 1609 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $1,214,000, 01-26-18

1 Ewart DIx, $1,475,000, 3 Bdrms, 1675 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 06-12-19,
Previous Sale: $986,500, 05-15-15

4060 Fiora Place, $1,470,000, 3 Bdrms, 1508 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-14-19,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 04-07-14

3184 Lucas Drive, $2,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3368 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $2,425,000, 11-18-16

4018 Mario Way, $1,620,000, 4 Bdrms, 2401 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 06-12-19

6 Moss Lane, $785,000, 2 Bdrms, 1559 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 06-13-19,
Previous Sale: $710,000, 02-01-16

33 Olympic Oaks Drive, $1,810,000, 3 Bdrms, 2329 SqFt, 1997 YrBlt, 06-12-19

1536 Pleasant Hill Road, $1,220,000, 4 Bdrms, 2815 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 06-14-19,
Previous Sale: $800,000, 02-11-15

3918 Quail Ridge Road, $1,285,000, 3 Bdrms, 1728 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-07-19

649 Sky Ranch Court, $1,820,000, 5 Bdrms, 2896 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $1,235,000, 08-08-13

3156 Somerset Place, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 1822 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $1,440,000, 05-01-17

861 Solana Drive, $1,565,000, 3 Bdrms, 2063 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 06-14-19

629 St Marys Road, $1,210,000, 4 Bdrms, 1844 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 06-07-19,
Previous Sale: $1,210,000, 05-15-19

3589 Walnut Street #D, $853,000, 2 Bdrms, 1506 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $500,000, 10-15-03

8 Warwick Court, $2,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 2664 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $347,000, 05-01-88

1021 Willow Drive, $1,303,000, 3 Bdrms, 1606 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $718,000, 07-18-12

3133 Withers Avenue, $1,398,000, 4 Bdrms, 2644 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 06-06-19,
Previous Sale: $742,500, 12-05-11

1190 Woodborough Road, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 3557 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $1,975,000, 03-19-15

3251 Woodview Drive, $1,805,000, 3 Bdrms, 2839 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $230,000, 06-01-88

MORAGA

119 Alta Mesa Court, $975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1954 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-06-19,
Previous Sale: $355,000, 08-01-91

2016 Ascot Drive #1, $530,000, 2 Bdrms, 1169 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $440,000, 04-19-06

327 Calle La Mesa, $1,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 1946 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $362,500, 02-01-91

264 Calle La Mesa, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1767 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 03-26-15

208 Corliss Drive, $1,530,000, 4 Bdrms, 2403 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 06-12-19,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 07-14-04

1921 Joseph Drive, $1,985,000, 5 Bdrms, 3330 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 06-07-19

39 Miramonte Drive, $772,000, 3 Bdrms, 1447 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-14-19,
Previous Sale: $389,000, 01-06-11

1850 Saint Andrews Drive, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 2029 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $555,000, 12-07-00

... continued on Page D13
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

DRE#01882902

WWW.DUDUM.COM

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

LAMORINDA

999 OAK HILL RD.,, #100

LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.2841400 F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

0:925.937.4000  F: 925.937.4001

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B

BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

-
ﬂ

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

$4,200,000

925.285.1093  BRYAN HURLBUT/JULIE DEL SANTO  925.383.5500 MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS

925.765.9095

$1,649,000 126 HILLCROFT WAY, WALNUT CREEK ~ $1,219,000 CAMINO COLORADOS, LAFAYETTE

$1,195,000
e Lt
e i

SHERRY HUTGHENS/ADAM HAME.IAN 925.212.7617

949 SNYDER LANE, WALNUT CREEK

$1,449,000 $1,995,000
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JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053  TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851  VALERIE DURANTINI 925.999.6116

4060 FIORA PLACE, LAFAYETTE $1,470,000 39 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA $772,000 2433 GOLDEN RAIN RD. #4, ROSSMOOR $470,000
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MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 TERESA ZOCCHI

925.360.8662

MATT McLEOD

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

PAT AMES RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN

925.330.5849

DRE# 01134641

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796




Lamorinda Q2
Market Update

We want to provide a quick market update as

we are all getting much needed pool, barbeque and
vacation time in before school starts. In summary, our
real estate market remains strong. Lamorinda average
sales price is now $1.72M, up 6%, average sales price per
square foot is $655, up 3%, and average days on market
increased 8% to 26 days. Lafayette’s average sales price
per square foot just topped the $700 mark. Lafayette’s
average sales price is now $1.86M and average sales
price per square foot is $706, up 4%. Average sales price
per square foot is $605, up 6% for Moraga and $623,
down 1% for Orinda.
Orinda’s #'s are be bit misleading. While it is true that
Orinda’s average sales price per square foot turned
negative (down 1%), it is primarily the result of a higher
proportion of older vintage homes that require extensive
remodeling that were recently sold and not an indication
that the Orinda market is beginning to struggle. This
trend is also evident in Orinda’s average days on market
that increased by 15% to 33 days, as it generally takes
longer to sell homes that require extensive remodeling.
Orinda’s numbers will turn around quickly as these older
vintage homes clear out of current year figures.

Declining Interest Rates & Bay Area tech IPOs
could boost the real estate market in the second half
of the year. Recent declines in mortgage rates and IPOs
(recent and potential filings) from the likes of Lyft, Uber,
Pinterest, Stripe and Airbnb that are within commute
distance of Lamorinda could boost our real estate
market if stock valuations remain strong.

We look forward
¢ to hearing from
you with your real
8 estate questions.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN

Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com

Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS
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Creating a living room that sings

... continued from Page D1 e —

The spring coils keep the seat
from getting that sunk-in look
you get over time. There is
nothing worse than a cushion
with a bum-print.

And last but not least, the
fabric. Select fabrics that are
stain resistant and easy to clean.
For large pieces like sofas and
sectionals, stick to a solid color
fabric and choose prints for
chairs, ottomans, etc.

Add Texture and Layers

Step back and look at your
space. Is there too much wood?
Too much metal? Use a variety
of different finishes in the space
(i.e glass, wood, metal). Having a
mix of finishes will keep the
room from feeling flat.

Add interest to the space by
layering in different textures
with different fabrics, throws,
pillows, baskets and trays.
Accent Pieces -

Accent furniture is a piece of
furniture that stands out be-
cause it complements the space.
Choose interesting pieces that
are different in either shape,

Photos provided

urge to buy matching sets.
Matching side tables are fine,
but choose something different
for the coffee table. Accent
pieces do not necessarily need to
be practical or utilitarian, but
serve to draw the eye in and create visual excitement.
Utilizing these tips will help take you from drab to fab.

As the Owner and Principal Designer of Lamorinda-based Amanda
Carol Interiors, Amanda Eck believes your home's interior should be
both approachable and well- appointed. She often asserts, "Beauty is a
necessity."

With a distinct sense of style that mixes contemporary and classic
design she fashions spaces that are both elegant and inviting. Her
design aesthetic is inspired by anything visual but especially fashion,
architecture and art.

Visit http://amandacarolinteriors.com for more design ideas.




Orinda | 90mossbridge.com

90 Mossbridge Lane

5Bed | 4 Bath | 4,154 Sq Ft | $2,350,000

Beautiful 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom home in the highly
sought after Orinda Downs neighborhood on the end of a
private road. This 4,154 sf home is an entertainer’s dream
with amazing flow between indoor and outdoor spaces.
Store your wine collection in either the temperature
controlled wine cellar attached to the main house or the
wine refrigerator in the pool house. An oasis of relaxation
and privacy with stunning infinity edge pool and fully
equipped Tuscan pool house with full bathroom and

bar area. A built-in fire pit surrounded by citrus trees
completes the resort style living.

Briones | 1290bearcreek.com e
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4 Bed | 4 Bath | 3,449 Sq Ft | 597 Acres | $1,595,000
This private and spacious 4 bedroom, 4 bath home, with
in-law unit sits on nearly 6 acres in Briones on the Orinda
border. This stunning gated estate offers the best of both
worlds with spectacular views, horse stables, and minutes
to Lafayette and Orinda. The ultimate in suburban
country living.

k Claudia Gohler Dave Schurhoff
Pt 925.765.8081 9259979569
DADSY KEHOSTeAM claudia@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01995498 DRE 01834201
Paddy Kehoe Mary Staten Leslie Lomond
925.878.5869 925.890.6875 650.799.2110

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

mary.staten@compass.com

DRE 01947354 DRE 01968517

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not in-
tended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

dave.schurhoff@compass.com

leslie.lomond@compass.com
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SUMMERHILL HOMES- VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE & TOUR OUR IDEA HOME e« FRI - TUE 10am-5pm
226 SONORA RD (GPS: 523 RHEEM BLVD. MORAGA)

CT A SO TEL (888) 858-1367 « EMAIL: BELLAVISTASALES@SHHOMES.COM




19 HILLCREST DRIVE, ORINDA| 3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | | .52 ACRe | $1,299,000
Set in the heart of the family-friendly Glorietta neighborhood & a short walk to the elementary school.

T e

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

BLUXURY

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com




Congratulations to
The Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton Team
for being featured on the 2019 list of
Americas Best Real Estate Professionals

1 Sycamore Road $2,995,000

G E N U I N E ?Bed 4.5Bath 3977+ Sq Ft 124+ Acres
REAL ESTATE sycamore.com
EXPERTISE

Chris Swim
Lic. 00943989
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

Lafayette

Tracy Keaton
Lic. 01051349
925.766.1136 1140 Camino Vallecito ' 3,495,000

tracy@tracykeaton.com S sSot 3T saFe 00
tracykeaton.com

Lafayette

3651 Boyer Circle $2,495,000
5Bed 4F/3H Bath 4,600+ Sq Ft 096+ Acres
3651boyer.com

655 Crossridge Court

$2,035,000

NOT ON MLS! f

Crown Jewel'of Orlndavx(oods..:.. over 2600 sq. ft. smg.le' story wnth !evel out ycrc! and panoramic views 4 Oak Flat Road $1,795,000
from all the right rooms, including Master Bedroom, Living and Dining Rooms, Kitchen and extra large 4Bed 35Bath 3007+ SqFt 066+ Acres

breakfast room...The home that everyone patiently waits for ... is coming soon! 4oakflat.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771 All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made s to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.



SUMMER IS BUSY
HELPING OUR BUYERS AND SELLERS

e q‘”fb ¥
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JUST liated.

14 Albo Court, Orinda
4 bed, 2 bath, +2208 sq ft, .5 acres
CALL FOR PRICE | Open House: Sat 7/27 and Sun 7/28 1-4pm

FINDING THE

Emily Estrada . . . Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates Village Associates
9257088116 AMYROSESMITH 9252123897
emily@amyrosesmith.com amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com \/| | a ge www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438 CalBRE: #01855959

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
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Finding you new neighbors
one house at a time

JUSTSOLD

870 Birdhaven Court, Lafayette
Sold for $2,300,000
with 5 offers

Coveted Trail Neighborhood home
close to town with updated kitchen,
pool and lush yard.

Represented buyers.

| E— e

501 Bavarian Court, Lafayette
Sold for $1,550,000
with 7 offers

Burton Valley stunner with
remodeled kitchen, beautiful yard
and good trail access.

Represented buyers.

327 Calle La Mesa, Moraga
Sold for $1,250,000
with 3 offers

Campolindo rancher with
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, and flat yard.
Great area and location.

Represented sellers.

Off-Market in Glorietta, Orinda
Sold for $1,800,000

Four-bedroom home set on more
than 1/2 acre with lawn, bocce ball
and outdoor kitchen in a sought-
after neighborhood.

Represented buyers.

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com

925-324-0405
BRE #01373412
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©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Colduwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LEC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliatediwith Coldwell Bafiker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLG; Coldwell Banker Residentixal Brokerage or NRT LLC. CaIBRE License #01908304.

Newer Custom Craftsman Near The
Heart of Orinda and BART!
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65 Oak Road
$2,075,000

4 Bed 3.5 Bath 4,011+ Sq Ft 0.49+ Acres

Impressive Orinda custom craftsman brings the outside in! This
fabulous family home has beautiful oversized and well positioned
windows showcasing the surrounding oak trees and natural wooded
setting. Don’t miss the expansive bonus room with wet bar that
provides additional & functional living space. Storage galore in this
splendid home! You must see this home to appreciate its beauty!

650akroad.com

{Mary Robbins

Realtor®

925 963 8294
Mary@MaryRobbins.com
MaryRobbins.com
License # 01063438

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Calfornia and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity

laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale
or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All

measurements and square footage are approximate.
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PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our team is able to fackle any room

you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net

!
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Lisa Schoenhouse
Lic. 01420876
925.788.4521

lisa@schoenhouseandmanter.com

SCHOE JUSE

A Team to Trust

Working from the belief that buying or selling a home is one of

the most important decisions that you will make in your lifetime,
Schoenhouse & Manter was founded to provide our clients with

the highest level of personalized service in coordinating the

many aspects of the process that make a successful real estate
transaction a reality. Our team is known for its forward thinking
approach, deep understanding of local market dynamics, and

dedication to integrity and professionalism. We align our
resources to work together towards achieving your goals and
YES, we can be in two places at once!

Ask us about our complimentary staging service and the
Concierge program offered through Compass which fronts the
cost of services that can increase the value of your home ... no

hidden fees, no interest charged — ever.

schoenhouseandmanter.com

Miles Manter
Lic. 01896801
925.788.0723

property@milesmanter.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Prep a picnic or pool party

Photos Cynthia Brian
A tray with colorful plastic glasses, cool
sunglasses, and the cocktail recipe are ready
for the pool party.

By Cynthia Brian

“There are few things so pleasant as a picnic
eaten in perfect comfort.” — W. Somerset
Maugham

Perhaps because I practiced interior design
as a professional member of the American Soci-
ety of Interior Designers for 25 years, or per-
haps because my gardener mother always cre-
ated gorgeous, casual and delicious summer
gatherings, my style of summer outdoor enter-
taining has always included color, surprises and
fun. With the lovely warm weather, whether
it’s throwing a blanket on the deck for an im-
promptu picnic or setting a stunning table for a
themed get-together, dining alfresco is my pre-
ferred approach to feeding my guests.

My cues arrive in collaboration between my
interior and exterior spaces. Since I designed my
garden to be an extension of my home, the out-

door eating areas complement the kitchen creat-
ing an inviting flow from my interior décor to the
garden rooms. Creating this sense of serenity and
continuity is as significant to the outside of the
home as it is to the inside. Before I plan my menu
or my decorations, I meander around my garden
spaces, investigating what flowers will be bloom-
ing during the fete and what fruits and vegetables
will be ready for harvesting. I want to know what
scents, textures, lighting, and colors will be on
display on that particular day or evening. Once
I've taken a few photos and made notes, the party
planning begins.

The goal is to always serve a menu filled
with fresh, homegrown ingredients that honor
the colors of the rainbow. Whatever is ripe in
my garden at the moment will star in the meal.
If I didn’t grow it, 'll purchase what’s in season
from a local fruit stand or farmers’ market.
Tomatoes, beets, arugula, carrots, peppers, egg-
plant, corn, cucumbers, watermelon, peaches,
nectarines, tangerines, apricots, cherries, apples
and eggs are a few of my normal staples that
will inspire not only the carte du jour, but my
tablecloths, floral arrangements, and tableware.

If it’s a pool party, sturdy yet pretty shim-
mery plastic ware is essential as bringing glass
near a swimming area is a major no-no. Making
sure the lounge chairs have fluffy beach towels,
the fountains are spouting or gurgling, and the
planters are filled with colorful combinations of
annuals are part of designing an inviting setting
that encourages the guests to grab a drink, re-
lax, and inhale the fresh air.

For a picnic on the lawn, experiment with
an edible arrangement of herbs that can flavor
the picnic fare served on paper plates. Basil,
thyme, rosemary, mint, sage, lovage, calendula
and nasturtium are starters. Setting up a game
of croquet offers a sense of play and recreation.
For a more formal party, covering chairs with a
gauzy material and fashioning a more extrava-
gant centerpiece with roses or peonies adds ele-
gance to the occasion. Besides serving wine,
beer or other beverages, consider crafting an
original cocktail to get the festivities rolling.

Here’s a refreshing summer garden cocktail
that I concocted for a girlfriend’s birthday that
is both luscious and appealing. Measure ac-
cording to your liking.

i & -

Make your pool resort-like with fountains,
urns filled with flowers, and comfy chaises.

Summer Garden Cocktail (or Mocktail)

Muddle together watermelon (including the
melon juice) and mint leaves.

Add the juice of Meyer lemons and limes.

Stir in a spoonful of honey.

Pour into a pitcher with equal parts
sparkling water and ginger ale.

Add tequila or your favorite alcohol. (Elimi-
nate the alcohol for a mocktail)

Stir and pour over crushed ice into glasses
rimmed with salt.

Garnish with a spring of mint and piece of
melon on a tiny toothpick umbrella.

... continued on Page D15

Paella cooking on the outdoor grill is a crowd
pleaser.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2
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75 Barbara Road, $1,460,000, 2 Bdrms, 1796 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 06-03-19,
Previous Sale: $720,000, 03-05-13

228 Camino Sobrante, $1,561,000, 3 Bdrms, 1929 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-13-19

226 Glorietta Boulevard, $1,260,000, 3 Bdrms, 1686 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-12-19

46 Hacienda Circle, $2,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2604 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-11-19

38 Ivy Drive, $1,075,000, 3 Bdrms, 1896 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-07-19,
Previous Sale: $865,000, 08-13-14

67 Loma Vista Drive, $1,375,000, 4 Bdrms, 2266 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-07-19,
Previous Sale: $855,000, 10-18-12

14 Monterey Terrace, $1,125,000, 5 Bdrms, 6030 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 06-10-19,
Previous Sale: $3,461,500, 04-25-14

121 Oak Road, $1,795,000, 4 Bdrms, 3200 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 06-13-19,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 09-27-06

9 Oak Arbor Road, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 4542 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 06-14-19

14 Ramona Drive, $2,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 2872 SqFt, 2005 YrBIt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $475,000, 04-20-98

91 Scenic Drive, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2445 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 06-05-19,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 04-16-18

129 Spring Road, $990,000, 3 Bdrms, 1252 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 06-04-19,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-03-17

98 Underhill Road, $800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1849 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 06-11-19

20 Via Callados, $1,412,000, 4 Bdrms, 2244 SqFt, 1975 YrBIt, 06-11-19,
Previous Sale: $336,000, 01-01-88
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for August

STAY hydrated. Drink lots of water, don’t do garden chores in the extreme heat, and keep
sports drinks on hand.

BE fire safe. Read how to landscape your garden to be more fire-resistant.
https://blog.voiceamerica.com/2019/05/21/firescaping-for-survival/

STAKE gladiolus as they tend to be top-heavy and fall over.
DEADHEAD roses and other perennials to keep the blooms coming.
CLEAN pruning shears with alcohol after each use.

CONTINUE weeding. Make sure to cut any dry, tall grass.

HARVEST fruit and vegetables in the morning for best flavor and nutrition. A few of the
fruits and vegetables that are currently ripe are plums, peaches, apples, melons, tomatoes,
cucumbers, beets, beans, corn, carrots and zucchini.

PICK up any fruit that has fallen on the ground to prevent rodents, raccoons, turkeys, and
other critters from invading your garden.

ENCOURAGE herb growth by pinching the tips. Use the cuttings in your recipes.

MULCH your garden to retain moisture and keep roots cool. Do not use gorilla hair as it is
highly flammable. Keep all mulches moist.

SOW seeds of brassicas including cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, kale, and kohlrabi
for an autumn harvest.

PLAN now for autumn planting.
WATER plantings in containers daily, if needed. The heat dries out pots quickly.

ORDER spring-flowering bulbs from catalogs including tulips, Dutch iris, daffodils, woodland
hyacinths, and whatever else grabs your attention.

PLAN a picnic party. Re-live your summer camp frolics. Casual or upscale, the fun begins
outdoors.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing!

Turn outdoor dining into an elegant affair with gauzy
Comfortable lounge chairs under umbrellas for shade in the loggia. fabrics and formal floral displays.
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... continued from Page D12

Don’t forget the kids!

Make mocktails. When the three or four generations of our extended family gather, the little ones
get excited shouting, “picnic party, picnic party.” We’ll paint faces, run around blowing bubbles, climb
through nylon tunnels, splash in the pool, and dance to silly songs. A big mat or cloth is spread on the
grass or the deck with platters of finger foods. The kids happily dive in for the feast.

String lights, candles in jars, patio heaters, and your favorite tunes all add to the comfort and con-
tentment. Nothing is ever perfect. There will be spills, breaks, trampled flowers, bug bites, and burnt
barbecue. But that’s the splendor and unpredictability of partying in the garden. As Erasmus said, “No
party is any fun unless seasoned with folly.”

Enjoy the dazzling days and easy evenings of summer with a picnic or pool party. Kick off your
shoes, slather on the sunscreen, don your sunglasses, and chill out. Summer is a time to slow down to
appreciate being outside surrounded by nature.

Kids enjoy a picnic party on the deck with a patio
heater for warmth, face painting, and finger foods.

Cynthia Brian preparing the meal including
roasted nectarines for a casual picnic pool

party.

McDonnell &V Nursery

redeem your McDonnell bucks in August

I -

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker,
media and writing coach as well as the Founder and

family owned since 1933 )

Executive Director of Be the Star You Arel® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess
Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to
Boomers at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor ¢ House Plants * Gifts
Jewelry » Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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- New Listing

29 Camino Del Monte

Mid-Century modern, 3 bed/ 2 bath,

approx 1782 sq ft on 1.5 acres. First
time on market in over 55 years.

Great location! $750,000

ORINDA

New Listing
19 Hillcrest Drive
Desirable Glorietta Neighborhood!

Opportunity abounds for one
level living on a street of

renovated homes.

$1,299,000
ORINDA

. ....-l—-*"

19 Donald Drive

Serene 3297 sq ft garden oasis with
panoramic views, luxurious interiors
and numerous meditative retreats.

$1,795,000
ORINDA

ORINDA

' New Llstlng

11 La Espiral
Mid-Century style and functionality
set on a .55 acre knoll; privacy,

gorgeous vegetation and a
waterfall. $1,120,000

ORINDA

54 Hazel Tree Ridge
Turn-key home only a half mile
from BART! This upscale home
built in 2014 offers community and

convenience. $1,495,000
ORINDA

11 Crestview Court

Bold modern Mediterranean
inspired villa. Ideal for privacy and
luxury. Open floor plan, views.

$1,995,000
LAFAY ETT E

ORINDA

76 La Cuesta

Nestled on a private knoll at the
edge of Orindawoods. Numerous
upgrades, perfect for entertaining.

$1,159,000

ORINDA

e

39 Las Vegas Road
Light filled Mid-Century 3 bed, 2
bath, views, a sparkling pool, high

ceilings, hardwoods & updated
kitchen. $1,495,000
ORINDA

48 Oak Drive

Elegant 4 bed/ 3.5 bath two level
with
remarkable views from terrace

new construction home

decks. $2,765,000

MORAGA

A

New Listing

57 Charles Hill Road

A SpringHill Homes masterpiece!
Open, tranquil & luxurious, 5 bed,
5 bath, + 2 half baths & an open

floorplan. $4,395,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

110 Camelia Lane

Happy Valley beauty with modern
kitchen, remodeled baths and 3088
sq ft of living space.

$1,575,000

218 Willowbrook Lane
Beautifully designed 4 bed/ 4.5
bath. Dramatic entry, vaulted ceil-
ings, hardwood floors.

$2,095,000

ORINDA

15 Crescent Drive

One of a kind modern home, with
an open floor plan, is full of natural
light, and features high ceilings and

large windows. $1,250,000
ORINDA

11 Hacienda Circle
Gorgeous home with classic
character and stylish open floor
plan. Ideal for entertaining.

$1,595,000
ORINDA

3 Honey Hill Court

Gracious gated estate, sweeping
lawns, sports court, on a close-in
cul-de-sac. Privacy and views.

$2,795,000
WALNUT CREEK

New Listing

30 Aleman Court

Excellent opportunity in Larkey Park
neighborhood! 3 Bed, 2 Bath open
floorplan, vaulted ceilings.

$725,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens |l
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





