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Outpouring of support for Moraga CVS acc1dent V1ct1m

By Sora O'Doherty

Inge Olson, a resident of Mor-
aga for 34 years, works two
local jobs: she is a classroom
aid at Donald Rheem Elemen-
tary School, where she is
known as Ms. Inge, and at the
local CVS. After a van was ac-
cidentally driven into the
store on July 13, Olson was
pinned between the two-ton
safe and the register. Her
pelvis was broken in three
places.

The only thing she can’t
remember about the accident

are the faces of the couple she
was serving at the time the
van jumped the curb, crossed
the sidewalk, and rammed
into the store. But she does
remember noticing that she
still had their receipt in her
hand. When she was told to
just toss it, she exclaimed,
“But they might have
coupons!” That pretty much
comports with her friend Lori
Moon’s assessment of Olson’s
personality: “She’s always
thinking of others, putting
their needs before her own.”
Olson contacted Moon’s
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husband at their home im-
mediately after the accident.
She needed him to go to the
store and retrieve her phone
from her locker because she
wanted to make sure that her
parents, who live in Rich-
mond, heard from her before
they saw the news of the ac-
cident in the media. She also
was concerned about a dog
she was petsitting and a
neighbor whose plants she
was supposed to start water-
ing the next day.

One thing that Olson is
grateful for is that she was
looking the other way when
the van was heading into the
store, so she did not see it ap-
proaching. “I heard a
tremendous boom, she says,
and I felt the building shake; I
heard screaming.” She real-
ized she was pinned between
the safe and her register, reg-
ister No. 2.

“As horrible as this was,”
Olson says, she attributes her
ability to remain calm to a
customer in the store at the
time of the accident who
stepped forward and said,
“Hi, my name is Marie and
I'm a nurse.” Olson felt im-
mediately that her hips
weren’t right, and Marie
helped her out from between
the safe and the register and
got her onto the floor. Marie
stayed with her until the
EMTs arrived to take over.
Movement was excruciating,
but when she was lying down
her pain was at level 1, she
recalls. Then in the ambu-
lance, the EMTs administered
medication for the pain.

Olson recounted that she
has been super-healthy all
her life, enjoying outdoor ac-
tivities such as hiking. Her
only previous hospital stay
was for the birth of her son,
who recently moved to San
Diego with his wife and their
toddler. They are expecting
another child soon, and Olson
thought she would go down to
help them next February af-
ter the birth. However, that is

now in doubt.

But Olson believes that
things happen for a reason.
“I'm a part of the special
needs club now,” she says, re-
ferring to the children with
special needs whom she helps
at Rheem School. “I have new
empathy now; I feel what
they are going through.” Ol-
son has been astonished and
moved by the outpouring of
love from the Moraga com-
munity, her customers and
coworkers at CVS, and all the
students and staff at Rheem
School. The principal has
visited her twice, and her
room is papered with Get
Well cards made by students,
who are not even in school at
this time.

Olson came to tears when
she heard that a GoFundMe
campaign had been started
for her, which raised over
$13,000 within the first 14
days of the accident to help
her with her ongoing ex-
penses, since she will not be
able to return to either of her
two jobs anytime soon. But,
with Olson’s sense of humor
she reflected, “I’ll get to miss
the chaos of the Rheem re-
model!”

She is facing the future
with determination. “I'm go-
ing to get through this and
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then I'll get through my
bucket list,” she proclaimed.
She is making progress every
day and she’s taking it one
day at a time. She has both
occupational therapy, which
focuses on upper body
strength, as well as physical
therapy. She has a “hip kit,”
which includes her new best
friend, a reacher that enables
her to grab things without
excessive bending or stretch-
ing. She is working on basic
skills for living, such as
climbing up stairs, pivoting,
and coming back down. Part
of her therapy involves a
video game, sort of like a Wii,
where she throws balls at an-
imal targets and makes a little
fox jump up to catch grapes
and chickens. “It’s fun,” Ol-
son says with her character-
istic good humor.

Rheem will be getting a
substitute for Olsen at the be-
ginning of the school year, but
she may be able to return
with modified duties.

Olson says that through
this incident she has learned
the depth of how much she is
loved here. “To learn how
much people love you before
you are dead is wonderful,”
she exclaimed.

The GoFundMe page for Olson can be found at www.gofundme.com/f/ms-inge-healing-fund
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Letters to the editor

Seeking higher sustainabil-
ity priorities

I am a Boy Scout for Orinda
Troop 57 who is heavily in-
vested in environmentalism
and sustainability. Looking
at the environmental priori-
ties of the Lamorinda gov-
ernments, I fear that not
enough action is being taken
to address this growing con-
cern. Lafayette environmen-
tal organizations are, of
course more prevalent than
those in Moraga and Orinda.
These two governments,
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while certainly possessing
certain forms of sustainable
planning, fall far behind
Lafayette in both precise
policy and volunteer sup-
port, and while the latter is
not the fault of the govern-
ments themselves, the lack of
green policy, at least in the
public eye, is startling. The
Moraga website's climate ac-
tion plan hasn’t been up-
dated since 2013, and Orinda
lacks easily found climate
policy on its own website.
Overall, I would like to see, if
not more action, more trans-
parency when it comes to the
fight against climate change
in Lamorinda.

Seamus McCarthy
Moraga/Orinda

A request for change

To the editors of Lamorinda
Weekly,

With all these shops going
empty downtown, we should
work together as a city to set
one aside for a small youth
center. With Stanley Middle
School in walking distance of
our downtown, many of the
students pass time there on
half-days, weekends, and
Fridays. But what can a mid-
dle schooler do downtown
right now? They can wander
around, and they can eat.
When the weather turns
wet in the winter, the wan-
dering option gets trickier.
For their physical and social
health, we should have a
place where they can be with
each other and practice in-
dependence when school is
not in session. Indoor climb-

ing structures with a well-
supplied maker space could
be a great starting point.

What about a garden
they could work in and en-
joy? We have a community
garden, but it is far out of
walking distance, and not
oriented for children. What
about a small interactive
museum with rotating in-
stallations? And what if the
kids could participate in
running it? As a city, we
could come up with some re-
ally creative, amazing ways
to include preteen to teenage
kids in our downtown area.
Many Lafayette children get
plenty of supervised lesson
time, but they also need time
on their own to develop in-
dependence, leadership, cre-
ativity, and resilience. And to
just have fun!

We should begin brain-
storming from a place of
“what does our community
need,” and then work out
specifics regarding funds af-
terward. With the high prof-
its required to make our ris-
ing rents, it might even be
best to look at this as a
community-supported pro-
ject, rather than a business
opportunity. We already
have many wonderful
restaurants and shops. What
we need is a place
for young residents to be
creative and active with
minimal supervision, espe-
cially during the rainy
season.

Heidi Doggett
Lafayette
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