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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian ... read on Page D12

Mighty oak comes crashing down
W ey g : : PO T are trained to identify trees under stress and
LA - i many times they will be able to alert a

resident to a problem.”

Dauchauer says there are two different
types of arborists: consulting arborists and
"l tree care arborists. “Often times tree
assessments overlap between the two
different types, but generally speaking a
consulting arborist can help guide a resident
to what their trees need and through their
recommendations, a tree care arborist
affiliated with a tree care company can do
the work,” he said.

The tree in question had decay and a
i consulting arborist would have been able to

perform a risk assessment on the tree and

then determine if the tree needed to be
s pruned, cabled for stability or removed,
¢ Dauchauer said.
L “Our message to everyone is to please be

s conscientious about the health of your large
trees and see that they get proper care,”
Miller said. “Had this tree come down in
¢ another direction it might have been
catastrophic.”
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By ]ennifer Wake other half. “Fortunately no one was hurt,”
Miller said. “It’s obvious from the exposed
Bob and Sue Miller have had a magnificent roots that it had extensive rootrot.”
Valley oak tree in their Lafayette backyard to According to Dan Dauchauer, a certified
enjoy since their house was built in 1954. “It arborist with Tree Sculpture in Orinda, the
stood close to 100 feet high, was beautifully tree appeared to fail because of decay and
symmetrical and was estimated by arborists weak trunk attachments that became
to be from 500-800 years old,” Sue Miller vulnerable because the decay was
exclaimed. weakening their structural strength. “Valley
The tree was affectionately known as oaks are very drought tolerant and like a dry
Odin, the German god of war. climate during the dry season. The best
Over Labor Day weekend half the tree advice I can give is have your trees assessed

fell, followed less than a week later by the by an arborist on a regular basis. Arborists



VLATKA BATHGATE || SHoBAL

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784
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Nearly 6 Acre Private Gated Estate.

The opportunity of a lifetime! A hidden sanctuary awaits you behind the stately
gates of this captivating Glorietta estate on 0.8 acre sold together with

approx 5,24 acre residential lot. www.|AghaleeRd.com

Offered at $3,000,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 17 $500,000 $3,500,000
MORAGA B $425,000 $1,500000
ORINDA 15 $600,000 $2,863,500

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

820 Acalanes Road, $3,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 5883 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $15,000, 03-15-11

30 Chapel Drive, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 2225 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 08-06-19

6 Chapel Drive, $1,645,000, 3 Bdrms, 1843 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 08-08-19,
Previous Sale: $1,145,000, 05-23-07

28 Diablo Circle, $1,285,000, 4 Bdrms, 2128 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $830,000, 04-30-08

3286 Gloria Terrace, $500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2848 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 08-07-19,
Previous Sale: $960,000, 02-11-13

217 Happy Hollow Court, $1,228,000, 4 Bdrms, 2081 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 07-30-19,
Previous Sale: $805,000, 05-20-10

3660 Happy Valley Road, $3,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 5235 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 07-29-19,
Previous Sale: $1,292,000, 06-05-02

1001 Hawthorne Drive, $1,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 1764 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 08-09-19

1010 Katherine Lane, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1583 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 08-01-19,
Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 11-14-17

1234 Laurel Lane, $1,140,000, 4 Bdrms, 2536 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 07-29-19,
Previous Sale: $555,000, 04-19-01

3473 Moraga Boulevard, $1,180,000, 3 Bdrms, 1620 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 08-02-19,
Previous Sale: $425,000, 01-05-00

3261 Quandt Road, $1,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 1698 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 08-05-19,
Previous Sale: $772,000, 07-27-04

3 Scenic Lane, $1,867,000, 5 Bdrms, 6930 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 08-06-19,
Previous Sale: $391,500, 12-01-88

3977 South Peardale Drive, $2,617,000, 4 Bdrms, 3580 SqFt, 2012 YrBlt, 08-07-19,
Previous Sale: $1,925,000, 03-26-13

1250 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,299,000, 5 Bdrms, 2972 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 08-05-19,
Previous Sale: $719,500, 08-24-99

3360 Sweet Drive, $1,330,000, 4 Bdrms, 1979 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $352,500, 09-28-98

914 Webb Lane, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 3703 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 08-08-19

MORAGA

2083 Ascot Drive #131, $425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 07-30-19,
Previous Sale: $500,000, 01-05-17

1988 Ascot Drive #A, $695,000, 3 Bdrms, 1472 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 07-31-19,
Previous Sale: $595,000, 04-30-18

235 Calle La Montana, $1,275,000, 3 Bdrms, 1775 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 07-30-19

244 Corliss Drive, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2294 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 09-28-15

381 Donald Drive, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2253 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 07-31-19

1012 Sanders Drive, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1488 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $875,000, 02-08-07

140 Sandringham Drive, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2122 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 07-29-19

86 Warfield Drive, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2198 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 07-31-19

1035 Wickham Drive, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2189 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 08-08-19

... continued on Page D6
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DRE#01882902 LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chistinelive {f/j,,,//(‘,/,',,,‘/
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
WWW.DUDUM.COM 925.284.1400 925.937.4000 925.800.3510 925.420.5717
ADAM HAMALIAN 905 DEWING AVE., LAFAYETTE  CALL FOR PRICE 5 HEATHER LANE, ORINDA $4,199,000 1837 CHAPARRO CT., WALNUT CREEK $1,695,000 BRYAN HURLBUT

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO RENDERING :
MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS 925.765.9095 MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS 925.765.9095 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

143 BIRCHBARK PLACE, DANVILLE ~ $1,675,000 2 ASHBROOK PLACE, MORAGA $1,595,000 126 HILLCROFT WAY, WALNUT CREEK  $1,195,000

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOHN FONDNAZIO JOY WIEHN

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500  HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500

10 DORAL DRIVE, MORAGA $979,000 1152 FAIRLAWN COURT, #4 , W.C. $485,000 951 JANET LANE, LAFAYETTE $1,170,000

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO LAUREN DEAL
BROKER/OWNER HURLBUT TEAM
L
e -
HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630  TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851
025.818.5500 3235 CAMINO COLORADOS, LAFAYETTE $1,350,000 ORAGA $860,000 125 HAZELWOOD PLACE, MORAGA  $1,270,000 - 995.876.4671

DRE# 01290985

- e DRE#02060294

LISA TICHENOR MARY PISCITELLI

25.285.1 N . 925.765.9095
925.285.1093 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630  LISA TICHENOR 025.285.1093  MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 A s

MATT McLEOD PAT AMES RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

F

925.464.6500 925.330.5849 415.990.1672 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01134641 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796




Heading into
Fall

As we head into October, this is the time of
year we describe as “now or never” or at least “not
until next year” When talking to clients who are
considering selling after school is back in session, we
describe September and October as the last window
in the year to get a home prepped and sold. Once
November hits buyers are distracted by the Holidays
and many consider waiting until next year after they
pocket their year-end bonus. Buyers and sellers do not
want to be unsettled, potentially looking for a rental
or looking to buy in late November or December
when there are even fewer options available. The
weather has been holding which is key to a successful
Fall market and there continues to be many buyers
looking to purchase a home before settling down for
the Holiday season. We continue to see homes that
are remodeled and prepped to appeal to younger
buyers fly off the market. Compass Concierge, an
interest free loan to cover costs for prepping your
home for sale, has been extremely successful for
our sellers. Under the program, Compass fronts the
upfront cost of repairs and gets reimbursed at close
when the home sells. We also routinely help clients
with repair work as we are also licensed contractors.
We look forward to hearing from you with your real
estate questions.

MARTIN

HOMES

ERIN & DARRICK MARTIN
Direct: 925-951-3817
Erin@MartinHomesTeam.com
Darrick@MartinHomesTeam.com

www.MartinHomesTeam.com
CalBRE# 01922810, CalBRE# 02006564

COMPASS
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Feng Shui
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Location, location, location
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Photos Mandala Feng Shui
The front entrance door should ideally

always be visible from the street and the
door color should pop.

By Michele Duffy

So many of you have asked me specific ques-
tions about the location of your homes, and
whether they’re in an auspicious or favorable
position, as well as what specifically to avoid
when considering a home purchase, so let’s
take a deeper dive with this theme.

Healthy Feng Shui includes a lot of com-
mon sense characteristics as well as the “Qi”
or energy of all structures. Auspicious Feng
Shui structure locations include those on wide
streets that meander near water, those with
ample natural light, homes that are located
above the road and that sit squarely in the
middle of an even lot, and have a curvy path
to a well-appointed home front entrance door.
Inauspicious locations include neighborhoods
where the surrounding Qi is industrial, drain-
ing, dirty, noisy and chaotic. Narrow dead-

end cul de sac roads can choke Qi, and homes
that are located below the road, have a steep
drop-off in back, or face a steep hill in front
can drain energetics as well.

Feng Shui aims to attract and maintain
good fortune, health and happiness, and it is
why so many Chinese cities are purposely
cited adjacent to moving water and moun-
tains to the back, if possible. The strength of
the “Landform Feng Shui” has its roots in
rural China and even earlier, in the indige-
nous Tibetan Bon peoples, using the seasons
in their nomadic lifestyles and building
monasteries and the communities around
them in strategic, often lofty and difficult to
reach places. Even the Minoans of Crete
knew that the sea should be in front and the
mountains in the back and the Minoans are
also credited with having created some of the
earliest bathrooms, with long-lasting slate
tiles for floors.

... continued on Page D6
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Avoid long hallways like
in this Moraga home. g
This Swarovski crystal @
“cure” is placed in the =
center of the hall at &
ceiling height and well N
T

above eye-level.



New exceptional quality construction in Lafayette.

1198 Pleasant Hill Circle T
$2,495,000
5 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 3-Car Garage | 3,230 Sq Ft

COMPASS

This newly constructed 3,230 sf modern ranch single-
level smart home with 5 bed, 3.5 bath, 3-car garage on

a pancake flat lot, with Wi-Fi enabled amenities includes
exquisite finishes throughout and includes Viking kitchen
appliances, custom cabinets, wide plank hardwood floors,
smooth walls and 10 ft ceilings.

The great room features vaulted ceilings with feature
beams and built in speakers, linear gas fireplace and
glass sliding wall that opens to California room. Master
retreat with gas fireplace, over-sized finished walk-in
closet with custom cabinets and spacious bathroom.
Conveniently located close to BART, freeway, downtown &
top rated schools.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,
sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not in-
tended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

k Claudia Gohler Dave Schurhoff
Pt 925.765.8081 9259979569
oA KEHOE TeAM claudia@paddykehoeteam.com dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01995498 DRE 01834201
Paddy Kehoe Mary Staten Leslie Lomond
925.878.5869 925.890.6875 650.799.2110

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

.. continued from Page D2

ORINDA

100 Acacia Drive, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1829 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 08-01-19,
Previous Sale: $250,000, 03-08-17

73 Bates Boulevard, $1,955,000, 5 Bdrms, 2606 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 08-01-19,
Previous Sale: $1,323,000, 10-11-16

19 Briones Vwx, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3173 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 08-01-19,
Previous Sale: $1,475,000, 03-28-16

436 Camino Sobrante, $668,000, 2 Bdrms, 1282 SqFt, 1937 YrBIt, 08-06-19

114 Goodfellow Drive, $1,615,000, 5 Bdrms, 2735 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $195,000, 10-27-06

27 Knickerbocker Lane, $1,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 2949 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 07-30-19,
Previous Sale: $825,000, 01-04-02

11 La Espiral, $1,085,000, 2 Bdrms, 1405 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 08-09-19,
Previous Sale: $890,000, 03-05-08

12 Los Arboles, $1,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 2884 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 08-02-19,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 01-08-03

207 Moraga Way, $600,000, 2 Bdrms, 772 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 07-30-19

428 Moraga Way, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 2108 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 08-02-19,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 10-12-04

31 Oak Drive, $850,000, 4 Bdrms, 1604 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 08-08-19,
Previous Sale: $725,000, 05-24-13

127 Rheem Boulevard, $1,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 1548 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 08-06-19,
Previous Sale: $680,000, 08-04-03

537 The Glade, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 2127 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 07-31-19,
Previous Sale: $360,000, 12-01-85

61 Tomcat Way, $2,418,000, 4 Bdrms, 3538 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 08-06-19,
Previous Sale: $24,440,000, 12-23-15

65 Tomcat Way, $2,863,500, 4 Bdrms, 4194 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 08-06-19,
Previous Sale: $24,440,000, 12-23-15

www.lamorindaweekly.com

(3 | The GRUBB Co.

— 30 MORAGA VIA, ORINDA —
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» OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4:00PM <«
Sleek, spacious and modern, this Orinda home is significantly remodeled from
top to bottom. Top-of-the-line kitchen, vaulted ceilings, open floorplan and chic
finishes, luxurious baths on expansive lot. Coveted Glorietta neighborhood near
schools and minutes to downtown Orinda.

4+BR - 3BA . $1,495,000
30-MoragaVia.com ) o
Angie Williams

CalBRE #01252913
0:510.339.4200/398 | C: 925.528.9797
Angie@grubbco.com

Feng Shui

Wednesday, September 18, 2019

Location, location, location

.. continued from Page D4

Please don’t worry if you al-
ready live in a home with difficult
Feng Shui, because the art of Feng-
Shui alone can “adjust” even the
most challenging Qi. Having said
that, it is still recommended to be-
gin with beneficial Feng Shui so
that fewer Feng Shui “adjustments”
or “cures” are required, to immedi-
ately correct and then to maintain
balance over time.

Any “feelings” or “vibes” we get
from a structure should not be
overlooked. This should also in-
clude the neighborhood and street
that leads to the actual property. Is
it hard to find the home or are the
streets that lead to the structure
narrow? There’s not much one can
do about those concerns after you
purchase a home, but you can cre-
ate a soothing Feng Shui environ-
ment by applying effective time-
tested remedies. This can be used
for interior fixes of things like the
front door aligned with the back
door, the kitchen stove visible from
the front door, or the bathroom lo-
cated in the center of the home, for
example.

As we move from outer (yang)
factors influencing the Qi that
comes to your door, the Qi that af-
fects us the most is inside the home
(yin).

Always start by overlaying the
Bagua over your home and land lot.
(Stand in the front yard, looking
into the yard. The far right Bagua
area is always the Relation-
ships/Marriage area). We can over-
lay the Bagua over a home, a yard,
your office desk, even Ford Motor
Company overlayed the Baugua on
their cars.

To give you an example of fo-
cusing on one Bagua area, a few
years ago, a Canyon Ranch Tucson
colleague was interested in having
a partnership after many years of
going solo. When I visited her
lovely adobe home, I found that she
had numerous broken clay pots in
the Relationship yard area.

After clearing the broken pots
we next placed two new large clay
pots (Earth) with healthy red (Fire)
geraniums symbolizing fiery,
blooming, and grounded partner-
ships. It was only a matter of
months before she met someone
special and moved to Phoenix to
make it official. We continue to
meet annually to assess new goals
for the coming year and the couple
remains intact.

If you pay attention to your en-
vironment you will experience the
true restorative properties that
home is meant to create and sleep-
ing well at night will be a blessing

.. but that topic is for another time!

Michele Duffy, BTB M.E.S. is an Orinda resident who, since 1999, enjoys
creating “Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as well as
hiking in nature, cooking, and spending time with her family; Canyon
Ranch Feng Shui Master, International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon
Professional. To schedule a professional 2019

Feng Shui Consultation, contact Michele at

(520) 647-4887 or send an email to
spaceharmony@gmail.com.

Best of
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2 EL CAMINITO, ORINDA| 4 BEDROOMS | 3 BATHS | 2861 sQ. F1. | .27 AcCRe | $1,840,000
A private, knoll setting adjacent to Lake Cascade and within a short walk to The Club.
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11 CROWN COURT, ORINDA | 3 BEDROOMS | 2BATHS | 1491sQ.Fr. | .71 ACRE
In the heart of the family-friendly Ivy Drive neighborhood featuring a peaceful setting with panoramic views.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com
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| want to

Farmers’ Market in Moraga. Movie in the Plaza

in Lafayette. Food Truck Feast in Orinda.
member of the Lamorinda community to help

I've spent the last decade leveraging my
experience as a Realtor, mom, and active
countless families find their place here.
Call me today so we can get started.
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Make the
Right Move

DANA REEDY



271 Onchard Road, Orinda

+3100 Sq. Ft., 4 bed + Office + 2nd Family Room/5th Bed, 2 Bath, .70 Acres

Featuring a fabulous and flexible floor plan, with ample indoor and outdoor room for play, gardening, dining, and entertaining,
271 Orchard Road a wonderful place for many to call home!

Offered at $1,695,000 | www.271orchardroad.com

Emily Estrada

Village Associates
925.708.8116
emily@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE# 01942438

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates

FINDING THE

AMYROSESMITH

Village

ASSOCIATES

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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REALTOR

Rheem Valley Manor

Updated Traditional
4 bed « 2.5bath « 2700+ sq. ft. « 0.4 acres

4 AVAILABLE 9/27

Views. High-end updates.
Flat yard. Cul-de-sac location.

This 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath single story has them all.
From Carrara marble countertops to herringbone
backsplash and Miele appliances, the kitchen
couldn't be more gorgeous.

The master bath has similar finishes. Beautiful
down to the door hardware. With a central
location, a great room, large formal dining and
spacious living room, the layout is perfect.

Call for pricing and further information

www.holcenberg.com

|

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell' Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

m\

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademakficensed to Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC. An'Ediial Opportunity Company,
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents-afflatedWith Coldviell Banker Residential Brokerage
are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldvwel Banker Residentixal BiokérageionNRILLC' CAIBRELicense #01908304.

2 Ashbrook Place, Moraga
4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2,244 sf, .35 acre flat lot
JUST LISTED! Offered at $1,595,000

i " e =
125 Hazelwood Place, Moraga

4 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2,160 sf, .25 acre lot
SOLD, Represented Buyer * $1,270,000

143 Birchbark Place, Danville (Blackhawk)
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms, 3,062 sf, 5,200 sf lot

NEW PRICE! Offered at $1,675,000

Matt McLeod, REALTOR® DRE 01310057
925.464.6500 + matt@dudum.com Saxii
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LISTINGS FROM THE OLSEN TEAM

ACTIVE _ OFF MARKET

, 4

105 Devin Drive, Moraga 2532 Vernado Camino, Walnut Creek 2 Altarinda Circle, Orinda 1003 Woodbury Rd. No. 207, Lafayette
SELLER REP. $1,295,000 SELLER REP. $1,095,000 SELLER REP. $2,150,000 SELLER REP. $995,000

*Also Available: 3419 St. Marys Road, Lafayette | $995,000 For Lease: 432 Stonefield, Moraga | $5,300

AVAILABLE OFF MARKET COMING SOON!

147 Donald Drive, Moraga

Exquisite Newer Construction by Branagh in Moraga | Wonderful Gated Estate Property in Camino Pablo area. 280 Summit, Walnut Creek
3800 + Sq. Ft / 4 Beds plus Office | Call for details 4000 Square Foot Home / Yard is kid’s Paradise! | Call for details 156 Running Springs No. 11, Rossmoor
15 La Salle Avenue, Moraga

NOW PENDING

122 Corliss Drive, Moraga 171 Cypress Point Way, Moraga 140 Walford Drive, Moraga 9 Valley Court, Orinda
BUYER REP. $1,500,000 SELLER REP. $1,595,000 BUYER REP. $1,395,000 BUYER/SELLER REP. $1,585,000

JUST SOLD!

60 Santa Rita Drive, Walnut Creek 716 Augusta Drive, Moraga 104 Coral Drive, Orinda 30 Chapel Drive, Lafayette
BUYER REP. $1,650,000 SELLER REP. $845,000 BUYER REP. $1,450,000 BUYER & SELLER REP. $1,375,000

QY VANGUARD
‘ PROPERTIES

The Olsen Team
925.200.6000

BEN OLSEN SUE OLSEN LORI TRUE ERIN KELLY Mail@TheOlsenTeam.com | DRE #01409268
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Fall forward and waste not

T

Sliced apples on the dehydrator trays.

By Cynthia Brian

“And all at once, summer collapsed into fall.” — Oscar Wilde

In the fall of my freshman year at UCLA, I began working at one of
the very first health food stores ever created in California. It was called
Nature’s Health Cove and all the offerings were organic: pesticide, insec-
ticide, and colorant-free. The fruits and vegetables were pathetic look-
ing. Worms bored into apples, the Swiss chard had holes from munching
snails, greens boasted fringed tips, a gift from hungry marauding rab-
bits, tomatoes were cracked, zucchini was malformed. Yet the produce
tasted delicious and even though the prices were at least double of any-
thing one could purchase at a grocery store, the crops sold rapidly. One
of my tasks was to cull through any severely damaged items, putting
them in a bucket for a compost pickup by an urban farmer.

Having worked in the fruit drying yards and big barn dehydrators
growing up on our farm, it dawned on me that usually, half or more of
any fruit or vegetable is salvageable. I suggested to the owner that per-
haps we could cut out the decaying parts and create healthy drinks and
dried snacks with the ripe remainders. The initiative became an instant
success with both students and the general public clamoring for a re-
volving menu of inexpensive tasty treats.

As summer collapses into fall, my trees and vines are heavy with
fruit. As much as I eat and give away, there is still more for the picking. I
detest waste and besides canning and freezing the extras, I wanted to
create some of the dried fruits of my youth.

While cleaning out one of our barns this summer, I came upon a vin-
tage portable dehydrator that my grandfather used eons ago to dry his
autumn bounty of pears, apples, figs and grapes. I cleaned the appli-

Asian Pears are bountiful. Photo Cynthia Brian
ance and set to work slicing and dicing.

The results were phenomenal.

If you’ve bought any dried fruit lately, you know how expensive it is.
But if you are like me and enjoy DIY projects, I have a simple recipe for
you to create your own personal organic fruit leathers. You can use
trays and dry your produce in the sun the way it has been done for cen-
turies, but it takes longer and critters may creep in to steal your sweets.
My suggestion is to purchase a small dehydrator with four or five draw-
ers. My dehydrator has four drawers and only a single heat setting. My
thermometer says it’s dehydrating at 125 degrees, which is perfect.
Every three hours I move the drawers from the bottom to the top. From
start to finish, it takes 24 hours. If you buy a dehydrator with adjustable
temperature settings, you’ll be able to dehydrate more rapidly.
Here’s what to do:
1. Wash and pat dry your desired fruit and vegetables.
2. You can peel if you wish, but I don’t. Cut away any bruised or dam-
aged parts. Cut into slices about % to %2 inch thick.
3. Some vegetables including eggplant, cauliflower, broccoli, carrots,
zucchini, potatoes and radishes need to be blanched for a few minutes.
4. Cut the slices in a bowl and toss with lemon juice or apple vinegar to
reduce browning. Although this step is optional, it helps in preservation.
5. Spray the trays with a light spritz of canola or olive oil to prevent
sticking.
6. Place slices of the same fruit or vegetable on dehydrator racks in a
single layer without overlapping. Use different trays for different
varieties.

... continued on Page D15



24 Los Amigos Ct, Orinda e W
Offered at $1,395,000
Open Sunday 1-4pm

FALL HEAD OVER HEELS! A lively mix of modern & vintage creates a
feel-good vibe in North Orinda! Nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac, minutes
to Wagner Ranch Elementary & Highway 24, this charming home
boasts 4 bedrooms (one used as an office), 4 full baths & 2155 square
feet. The setting, the flexible floor plan and the balance between
contemporary and traditional elements combine for a home where
comfort reigns supreme. Stand-out features include hardwood floors, a
remodeled & glamourous master suite and an updated kitchen. Photos
at www.LosAmigos.com

Patti Camras

925.8999282
patti.camras@compass.com
DRE 01156248

COMPASS

& Patti Camras is a real estate salesperson licensed by the state of California affiliated with Compass. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the state of California and abides by equal housing opportunity laws.

PREMIER
KITCHENS

Though we specialize in kitchens,

our feam is able to tackle any room
you need with custom and quality
cabinetry tailored for your space.

Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net

www.premierkitchens.net
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A tree filled with tangerines kissed by honeybees.

PRUNE “widow makers” — dead branches on trees. You can identify the dead
branches before the leaves fall from the rest of the tree.

CHECK the crape myrtles in bloom. If you are considering planting a tree or
two later in autumn, this is the perfect time to decide what color will be an
advantage to your landscape. Crape myrtles are excellent specimens for
year-round attractiveness. The leaves will turn red and golden in late autumn,
the bark is bare and beautiful in winter, the leaves are shiny green in spring,
and the tree blooms midsummer to late fall.

REFRIGERATE crocus, tulips, and hyacinths for six weeks before planting.
ADD aged chicken manure to your soil if you are noticing that it is less fertile.

MARK your calendar for a visit to the Be the Star You Are!® nonprofit booth at
the Moraga Pear and Wine Festival on Saturday, Sept. 28. Thanks to our
sponsor, The Lamorinda Weekly. Details at
https://www.BetheStarYouAre.org/events.

DEADHEAD tuberous begonias to keep them blooming until frost. The flowers
are edible with a tangy, citrusy flavor.

ENJOY the final days of freshly picked tomatoes tossed with basil or cilantro.
HARVEST tangerines, Asian pears, and grapes as they ripen.

PHOTOGRAPH your deciduous trees as the changing colors emerge. The
contrast of colors will amaze you as you reflect on the timeline.

DEHYDRATE extra fruit and vegetables for tasty snacks. Kids especially love
these dried sweets.

CUT and compost the damaged parts from “ugly” produce and cook with the
rest.

WASTE NOT! Be a steward of our planet with simple up-cycling.
WELCOME the cool and crisp days of autumn. Fall forward!
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Ga

rdening Guide
? - A - . "!

A bowl of bruised, cracked, malformed but tasty “ugly fruit”.



Wednesday, September 18, 2019 925-377-0977 www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page:

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Fall forward and waste not

... continued from Page D12 Everything turns out delicious and I know these
dried trials are nutritious because except for the

7. Check on the process until done. Let the racks bananas, they originate in my organic orchard. My

cool before removing the fruit. next testing will be to make sweet potato chips

8. You can enjoy your items immediately, but if from the sweet potatoes I'm growing. I plan to go

you want to store your stash, pack the dried fruitin ~ exotic by drying mangoes, strawberries, pineapple

glass jars or sealable plastic bags. Shake jars or and papayas.

bags once a day to make sure there is no condensa- Recently we witnessed a rise of what I call the

tion. If there is any moisture, return the productto ~ “ugly fruit.” Stores, farmers’ markets, and online

the dehydrator for a bit more drying. sites are popularizing the value of imperfect pro-

9. Store in a pantry or a room temperature dark- ~ duce. This is a giant step forward in eliminating

ened area. waste and re-educating our families to value all

10. Voila! Your very own dried fruit and leathers. products provided by nature. Farmers using or-

You can also put the dried fruit in bags and the ~ ganic methods know that crops are not always
freezer. ’ve experimented with Over_ripe bananas, pretty, but the nutritional value and health benefits
apples, pears, Asian pears, and I even made raisins ~ outweigh perfection of form.

with chardonnay grapes, seeds and all. Crunchy! As summer slowly fades into fall, I wish you
abundance and a garden of eating.

The dried apples cool down after dehydration.

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

Cynthia Brian by the pink bower vine in bloom.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media and writing
coach as well as the Founder and Executive Director of Be

the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Flowers « Trees * Succulents » Pottery & Fountains
Tune into Cynthia’s Radio show and order her books at Benches ° Gal‘den Decor ° I—Iouse Plan‘[s ° G]fts
www.StarStyleRadio.com. .

Buy a copy of her new books, Growing with the Goddess J ewelry M Landscape Consultation

Gardener and Be the Star You Are! Millennials to Boomers
at www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Hire Cynthia for projects, consults, and lectures. www.mcdonnellnursery. com
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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155 Cafon Drive
Light filled 3 bed/3 bath home on .67
acres, ample entertaining space both

inside & out.
$1,399,000

ORINDA

-l
"'1le =
- ~ B New Listing
8 Santa Lucia
Lovely 5 bed/5 bath 3917 sqft
restored Spanish style home with
quality features & craftsmanship.

$1,795,000

ORINDA

# -,
e e
New Listing

13 Gardiner Court

Custom craftsman home. 6 Bed/4.5
bath with spectacular views, flat play
areas, & stunning infinity pool.

$3,595,000

1410 Reliez Valley Road

Incredible, updated home with
hardwood floors & open floorplan.
Outdoor living, gardens & pool.

$1,980,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

15 Easton Court

Comfortable & secluded 4 bed/2
bath with vauted ceilings, granite
counter tops & a vast backyard.

$1,495,000
ORINDA
= o
. ._i..r!::ll

2y New Listing

2 El Caminito
4 bed/ 3 baths, 2861 sqft home in

a covited Orinda Country Club
neighborhood with views of Lake

Cascade. $’| 1840,000

ORINDA

57 Charles Hill Road
A new SpringHill Homes masterpiece!
5 bed/5 baths +2 half baths with an
open floor plan on a .75 acre lot.

$4,395,000

BERKELEY

1132 Amador Ave
3 bed/1.5 bath fixer-upper in North
Berkeley. Panoramic views of San
Francisco & Bay Bridge.

$779,000

e

. . New Listing
41 Diablo View Drive
3 bed/3.5 bath, 2764 sqft pristinely

maintained home. Set into the
landscape & surrounded by nature.

$1,595,000

P

New Price

48 Oak Drive
Elegant 4 bed/3.5 bath two level new
construction home with remarkable
views from terrace decks.

$2,599,000

"'_ & New Listing

12 Josefa Place
Spacious, updated Carroll Ranch
Town home w/ hardwood floors &
tile throughout. 2 beds / 3 full baths

in 1845 sq. ft. $885 000

WALNUT CREEK

1670 San Miguel Drive
Spacious 2 bed/ 2.5 bath condo with
remodeled kitchen, hardwood floors,
& oversized master bedroom!

$735,000

271 Orchard Road

Updated & expanded rancher in the
heart of Orinda. Large lawn, patio,
sport court & rooftop deck.

$1,695,000
"ORINDA

.

145 Meadow Lane

New construction to come! Plans
approved by city, existing fixer home

to be torn down.

$2,600,000

LAFAYETTE

3259 Camino Colorados
3 bed/1 bath Burton Valley fixer-
upper on a great lot. Much loved
family home.

$902,000
DANVILLE

New Listing

807 Waingarth Way

Traditional 4 bed/ 3 bath remodeled
3,439 sqft home featuring private .23
acre yard located near top K-12

Danville schools. $11549’000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Dexter Honens |l
Anne Knight
Susan Layng
Charles Levine
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





