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Schools add extra avenue for anonymous reporting of at-risk

behaviors

By Pippa Fisher

The Acalanes Union High
School District rolled out a
new program in partnership
with Sandy Hook Promise, the
SHP Say Something - Anony-
mous Reporting System, to
students simultaneously in all
four high schools in an hour-
long training Sept. 25.

SHP is a nonprofit foun-
dation that formed in the
wake of the tragic 2012 Sandy
Hook Elementary School
mass shooting to prevent gun
violence before it happens
and to provide free program-
ming for schools across the

country. With programs in all
50 states, with more than
7,000 schools and over 3.5
million students and adults
trained, SHP has the knowl-
edge of how to work with stu-
dents, parents and teachers to
improve school safety and
culture, according to AUHSD
Superintendent John
Nickerson.

The SS-ARS program ex-
pands upon Lamorinda high
schools’ existing “say some-
thing” efforts implemented
last year and further teaches
students how to recognize
warning signs and signals, es-
pecially within social media,

Information on the SHP SS-ARS can be found here:
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Superintendent-s-Message--Say-Something-Anonymous-Reporting-System.html?s0id=1011112155911&aid=BccYhjj6fOw

of individuals who may be a
threat to themselves or others
and say something to a
trusted adult or use its
anonymous reporting system
to share their concern, ac-
cording to the district’s
website.

The program educates
participants to recognize the
signs and signals of at-risk
behavior, to take every sign
and signal seriously and to
act quickly to get help by
talking to a trusted adult or
reporting anonymously
through the app, website or
by phone to the crisis center.

The SS-ARS reporting

platform provides an app,
website and 24/7 crisis tele-
phone hotline for youth and
adults to submit anonymous
tips. Tips are sent to and re-
viewed by experienced crisis
counselors, triaged and sent
on to school officials, and po-
lice if necessary, for response
as appropriate within seconds
of being received.

“It is a partnership be-
tween schools, police and
Sandy Hook Promise,” says
Nickerson.

Acalanes Principal Travis
Bell says the program has
been really well received by
the community, teachers and

students.

“This program provides
another avenue for students
to bring their concerns for-
ward, to take action to pre-
vent someone harming them-
selves or others,” explains
Bell. He says that although all
students have a trusted adult
to whom they can talk, this
provides a way for students
who might otherwise feel un-
comfortable reporting some-
thing without that anonymity.

Two days after the roll-
out, Bell says they have had a
few reports come in, all un-
founded so far, which he says
is not unexpected initially.

Vice Mayor to remain engaged in future Terraces decisions

Susan Candell Photo provided

By Pippa Fisher

The city of Lafayette released
a carefully worded statement
late on Thursday, Sept. 26, in
which it is apparent that Vice
Mayor Susan Candell intends
to remain unrecused in mat-

ters pertaining to the pro-
posed Deer Hill Road project,
the Terraces, in spite of calls
from the applicant claiming
that to do so is a conflict of
interest.

The statement makes it
clear that the city does not
consider the other council
members are under any
obligation to take steps to
prevent the situation and that
“Ultimately, it is each individ-
ual council member’s respon-
sibility to make the decision
whether or not to recuse her-
self or himself when faced
with a conflict of interest
charge of the type that the
Terraces project applicant has
made.”

Candell, who ran for of-
fice in 2018 based largely on
her involvement opposing

both the proposed 315-unit
apartments and then the
later-modified 44 single-
family homes (which, follow-
ing the defeat of Measure L,
led to the developer O'Brien
Homes reinstating the initial
apartments project), had been
advised by Attorney Robert
Hodil of Coblentz, Patch,
Duffy and Bass - the outside
counsel hired by the city -
that she should recuse herself
on all matters pertaining to
the project. She recused her-
self on that advice in Febru-
ary this year.

However, at the Aug. 12
city council meeting Candell
announced that on advice
from her own privately hired
attorney, Steve Churchwell of
Churchwell, White LLP, she
intended to participate in all
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matters related to the Ter-
races going forward.

The city’s statement
comes following three closed
session meetings with the city
council and its outside coun-
sel. During this time the ap-
plicant’s attorney, Bryan
Wenter of Miller Starr Regalia
repeatedly addressed the
council, saying that Candell
has a legal and ethical obliga-
tion to recuse herself.

At the Sept. 23 city coun-
cil meeting Wenter warned
that if Candell does not re-
cuse, it would be imperative
that the council take action.
“Doing nothing is contrary to
your fiduciary duties to the
city and its residents. If Ms.
Candell does not recuse, then
tonight you should authorize
Mr. Hodil to take appropriate
legal steps to protect the city’s
legal, financial, and reputa-
tional interests.”

Hodil says that the city’s
statement addresses this
point. “The applicant has also
asserted that the other coun-
cil members are under an
obligation to initiate legal ac-
tion, or take other steps, in
order to prevent Vice Mayor
Candell from participating in
the city's consideration of the
Terraces project application.
There is no such obligation,
and city council members are
not empowered to overrule a
fellow council member's
judgment with respect to such
a matter,” the statement
reads.

An email statement on
Sept. 23 from Wenter on be-
half of O’Brien Homes states,
“We are extremely disap-
pointed in Councilmember
Candell’s decision to 'un-
recuse' herself with respect to
the Terraces of Lafayette
apartment project. But given
Councilmember Candell’s
long and vocal opposition to
this important Housing Ac-

countability Act project and
the key role the project
played in her decision to run
for office, we are not sur-
prised by her choice to ignore
the well-settled legal standard
for when a public official
must recuse.”

Wenter’s statement con-
tinues, “Councilmember Can-
dell’s personal decision to ig-
nore the advice of the city’s
attorney remains in direct
conflict with my client’s con-
stitutional right to due
process and is a violation
both of her oath of office and
her fiduciary duties to the
City of Lafayette. Nothing in
the law supports Coun-
cilmember Candell’s decision.
Indeed, the facts in this case
are far more egregious than
those in the leading cases.”

A statement from Candell
was expected but had not
been released as this paper
went to press.

The city’s statement says
that both council and staff
“remain committed to ensur-
ing fairness and due process
throughout its consideration
of the Terraces project, re-
gardless of whether or not the
applicant chooses to seek ju-
dicial guidance regarding
Vice Mayor's participation in
the council's possible future
consideration of matters con-
cerning the Terraces project.”

At press time the appli-
cant’s attorney was drafting a
response letter to the city, and
said that at this point O’Brien
is not planning to initiate le-
gal action.

Wenter ends his state-
ment by saying, “My client
remains optimistic, however,
that the four unbiased mem-
bers of the Lafayette City
Council will ultimately ap-
prove the project, as required
by the HAA.”
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City Council

Tuesday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District

Wednesday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette

Planning Commission

Monday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo
Blvd.

Design Review

Tuesday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Oct. 16, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley M.S. Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us



