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a private showing.

verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Jim Colhoun Presents
51 Shuey Drive, Moraga

Great curb appeal on 4 acre corner lot.
Classic Moraga 4BR/2.5BA ranch-style
home with solar-heated pool & spa.
Terrific location near top-rated Moraga
K-8 schools. Features updated kitchen
and batbhs, freshly-painted interior,
crown moulding and hardwood floors
throughout. Solar electric power, too.

Offered at $1,295,000

Contact Jim at 925.200.2795 for
additional information or to schedule

Jim Colhoun

925.200.2795
jim.colhoun@compass.com
jimcolhoun.com

DRE 01029160
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Local authorities continue to stress
importance of evacuation planning

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Police Department
and Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict have banded together to
ensure that residents are pre-
pared in the event of an evacu-
ation, with police and fire offi-
cials conducting coordinated
drills in Moraga, Lafayette and
Orinda. The early morning fire
on Oct. 10, christened the Mer-
rill Fire, was the wake-up call
authorities have been warning
residents about for nearly a
year.

While evacuation routes
are mapped out in great detail,
they can change due to shifting
winds and weather conditions,
according to the MPD, so alerts
from the Contra Costa County
Community Warning System
become a vital tool. Residents
are advised to follow directions
from first responders and to
heed alerts during any
emergency.

The town of Moraga has
been divided into 23 separate
evacuation zones, according to
the MPD website. This allows
emergency responders to no-
tify a specific geographical
area of the need to evacuate,
using the Community Warning
System. Names such as Cam-
polindo, Rheem West, Moraga
Shopping, Camino Pablo and
Sanders Ranch have been at-
tached to the zones as their
area designations. The Merrill
Fire was located in Zone 23
Sanders Ranch.

During the Oct. 10 town
council meeting Police Chief
Jon King praised the evacuees
for an orderly and calm exodus

Tracking power outages

during the Merrill Fire. In the
true spirit of neighbor helping
neighbor, the residents of Zone
23 went above and beyond the
call of duty to alert their fellow
zone residents of the fire. Most
if not all were fast asleep, most
likely having gone to bed early
due to Pacific Gas and Electric
Company's imposed power
shutoff. During the evacuation
King said residents went door-
to-door waking up their neigh-
bors or honking their car
horns for optimum noise.

Last spring, Lamorinda
residents were mailed the yel-
low Lamorinda Resident’s
Guide to Wildfire Preparedness
and Evacuation (MPD has extra
copies available at 329 Rheem
Blvd.) and emergency infor-
mation is also posted on the
MPD and MOFD websites. Resi-
dents are encouraged to sign
up for the Contra Costa County
Community Warning System
for evacuation alerts at
http://cococws.com/. The Nixle
site transmits messages to area
residents from Lamorinda’s
police departments. To register,
visit www.Nixle.com.

Evacuation planning can
save a lot of stress and uncer-
tainty when an emergency
strikes. Within a matter of
days Moraga experienced a fire
and an earthquake. Predesig-
nate an out-of-area contact and
pre-program their number in
all family cell phones.

Prepare a Go-Bag for each
member of the family (see re-
lated article on Page A9). It
should contain clothing, sturdy
shoes, toiletries, flashlight,
jacket, hat, cell phone charger

and cable, spare eyeglasses and
medications.

Store copies of important
documents such as insurance,
mortgage papers and title.
Personal ID including drivers
license, social security card
and passport along with health
insurance cards and prescrip-
tion info are important. Re-
member if power is out, getting
cash at ATMs will be difficult,
so include a small amount of
cash in your Go-Bag.

Predetermine anyone on
your street who may need as-
sistance in the event of an
evacuation and make sure they
have a Go-Bag ready. When
evacuating make sure neigh-
bors are aware of the situation
and alert everyone that you
can.

Have a Go-Bag for your
pets containing food, leash,
water dish and medications.
Have all of your animals micro-
chipped for easy identification
and return.

When evacuating, take a
single vehicle to prevent road
congestion and keep at least a
half tank of fuel in your car.
Remember that power might
be out during an evacuation,
due to potential PG&E power
shutoffs, so make sure car keys
are always in the same loca-
tion, keep clothes next to your
bed, and keep drinking water
in your vehicle along with an
emergency kit. Know how to
manually open automatic
garage doors and gates, and
consider installing an analog
landline phone that will work
during any power outage.

... continued on Page A9

The San Francisco Chronicle has an interactive map that offers visitors the ability to enter
their addresses, and see if their location is within a potential outage area, how many
customers are affected in that area, and the fire risks for that location. Real time outage data
is collected from PG&E and is updated every 15 minutes or as it becomes available.
https://projects.sfchronicle.com/trackers/power-outages/

Continuing saga of

Rheem

Rheem sinkhole gets larger

By Vera Kochan

For a while, any obvious re-
pairs to the current Rheem
sinkhole had come to a
screeching halt. The last ap-
parent bit of progress oc-
curred in May when Moraga
Star Gas Station property
owners had set up two sedi-
ment basins to remove debris
from the damaged corrugated
metal pipe below street level.

Former town of Moraga
Compliance Officer Kelly
Clancy had issued a Notice
And Order To Abate on Sept.
13 and also posted that notice
on the chain link fence of the
property located at 398
Rheem Blvd. This move comes
on the heels of litigation pro-
ceedings begun in August
against the property owner.

To the naked eye, the
sinkhole area appears to have
increased in size to even more
dangerous proportions than
its initial appearance in late
March.

The abatement notice
states, “The conditions on
your Property that constitute
nuisances include the follow-
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ing: 1) the cavity in the
ground situated near the
landscaped median in the
driveway and walkway near
Center Street (“Sinkhole”); 2) a
cavern underneath the sur-
face of the Sinkhole that is
larger than the Sinkhole itself
(“Unstable Ground”); and 3)
the failing stormwater pipe
near and below the Sinkhole
(“Stormwater Pipe”).

The town also notes that
after meeting with the prop-
erty owner on three separate
occasions (March 28, April 15
and July 9) to discuss matters
relating to repairs, the prop-
erty owners have not pro-
gressed with satisfactory re-
pairs, thereby allowing the
situation to worsen.

The notice also mentions
that the “Sinkhole is an at-
tractive nuisance which is
dangerous to children and
others. There are schools
within walking distance of the
Property and it is near a
pedestrian friendly shopping
center which causes the Sink-
hole to be publicly visible and
accessible to children and
other persons in the area.”

... continued on Page A12
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Local Knowledge
Extraordinary Results

Are You Considering Selling Your Home?

If so, please give us a call for assistance. We would be happy to provide you with a

complimentary market analysis of your home’s value, as well as a comprehensive
marketing plan detailing how to get you the highest sale price in today’s market!

Gary Bernie & Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie

925.200.2222
gary.bernie@compass.com
DRE 00686144

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Ken Ryerson

925.878.9685
ken.ryerson@compass.com
DRE 01418309
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