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Making a difference one

hackpack at a time

By Diane Claytor

Driving through the 19 cities
that make up Contra Costa
County is a study in con-
trasts. From the multi-million
dollar homes with pools and
expansive yards to the small,
rundown apartment build-
ings butted up to other small,
rundown buildings, the dif-
ferences within our county
are glaring. According to city-
data.com, the median income
in 2017 of Orinda’s 19,655
residents was $200,553, while
Richmond, only 10 miles
away, has a population of
110,000 and a median in-
come of $67,000. This, of
course, translates to many in
our county having much,
while others have very little.
More than 36,000 Contra
Costa County elementary
students qualify for the
free/reduced lunch program
available to low income fam-
ilies, and, sadly, the Mt. Dia-
blo Unified School District
reports they have over 750
homeless students.

These numbers break
Courtney Brockmeyer’s heart
and she is not one to sit on
the sidelines doing nothing to
improve things if she can.
The Moraga mom and
founder of Sydney Paige has
been providing high quality
backpacks to low income
students for six years. Origi-
nally started with a “buy one,
give one” concept, Sydney
Paige — named after Brock-
meyer’s two daughters —
would donate one filled
backpack for every one sold.
Since its beginning, the com-
pany has donated more than
50,000 supply-filled
backpacks.

Then the Paradise fires
happened and Brockmeyer
wanted to do more. She did
what she had been wanting
to do for some time — Syd-
ney Paige became a 501 (c)3
nonprofit organization, al-
lowing for larger tax-
deductible donations. Part-
nering with Angie Guidi, a
Rheem Elementary teacher
who grew up in Paradise,
Brockmeyer started a

fundraising campaign and

was able to donate and per-
sonally deliver 250 brightly
colored, supply-filled back-
packs to Paradise stu-dents.

Brockmeyer’s goals grew
along with her passion to
help underserved children
learn. “Education equals suc-
cess and quality equals dig-
nity,” Brockmeyer repeats
often. “We want to give un-
derserved youth the tools
and confidence needed to
thrive in school, as well as to
spark a lifelong love of
learning. Education is the
pathway to long-term eco-
nomic security.”

With her 501(c)3 status,
Brockmeyer is hoping to
partner with more corpora-
tions so a greater number of
children can receive the tools
they need to help succeed in
school. “There is so much
need out there and all stu-
dents, regardless of economic
circumstance, should have
equal access to quality tools
and supplies,” Brockmeyer
says.

“We’d love to bring in
corporate sponsors, do em-
ployee pack out events, get
local businesses more in-
volved,” she says. She’d also
happily schedule give events
with schools. “I want to open
people’s eyes to what’s going
on out there and the impact
their generosity can have.”

Sydney Paige manufac-
tures their own backpacks,
along with many of the
school supplies they place in-
side, thus ensuring quality
and reducing costs. There are
40 different backpack styles
and colors and many of the
school supplies include mes-
sages of kindness and
encouragement.

Brockmeyer’s current
campaign is quite local.
“Here we are, three months
into the school year, and
there are thousands of kids
in our own county still need-
ing backpacks and supplies
so they can do their home-
work,” she says with great
sadness.

Through research,
Brockmeyer found 19 neigh-
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Students from Cesar Chavez Elementary in Richmond receiving their backpacks and
supplies thanks to the generous donations to the Contra Costa County drive so far.

boring elementary schools
where 90% or more of the
students qualify for the free
lunch program; she con-
tacted the principal at each
school to see how many stu-
dents did not have the neces-
sary supplies to be able to
complete their school work.
Fourteen schools responded
and sadly, 1,500 students
were identified as needing
materials. So Brockmeyer
went to work because, as she
notes, without crayons or
erasers or paper at home,
they can’t do what they need
to do. “When making a deci-
sion to put food on the table
or keep the lights on, school
supplies are typically not all
that important to parents,”
Brockmeyer acknowledges.

She has partnered with
several generous local com-
panies and is now hoping
community members will
step up and help these un-
derserved students. It’s so
easy. A click of a button on
sydneypaige.roonga.com/ccc
will ensure that these kids
have the tools they need to do
their work. A donation of less
than $15 will purchase a col-
orful premium 16-inch back-
pack, perfect for the primary
grades; an additional $10 will
fill it with a full set of quality
supplies.

A teacher in Antioch re-
ported back to Brockmeyer
three months after her stu-
dents received Sydney Paige
backpacks. “What she said
made it all worthwhile,”
Brockmeyer recalls. “She told
me that since her students
had gotten backpacks, atten-
dance rose and their home-
work completion rate, which
had been at 33 percent, in-
creased to 100 percent. The
kids are excited to do their
work.”

As Brockmeyer says, “By
giving back together, the op-
portunities are endless. We
are forging new ground by
donating only quality items,
and my heart bursts every
time I hear the real and tan-
gible impact we are making.”

GET AN EARLY START ON
YOUR HOLIDAY DECOR

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
20% OFF

NOVEMBER 15 — 17
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SINCE 1967

Moraga Hardware & Lumber
an ACE hardware store

Proudly Local
Moraga Shopping Center

Total Clean

Congratulates
Lupe Robles

of
Dedicated Service

HOUSE, RENTAL
PUNTA MITA, MEXICO

Call: Tim Southwick cell (510) 385-1372
timsrtob@yahoo.com
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MKNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com






