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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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COMPASS

3716 Crestmont Place, Lafayette | Newly Renovated Happy Valley Retreat

H

4 Bedroom + Office + Bonus | 3 Full + 2 Half Bathrooms | 4291+ Sq. Ft. Main House +
Detached Gym/Studio on a .60+ Acre Lot with Sport Court
Offered at $3,589,000 | 3716CrestmontPlace.com

Lamorinda’s #1 Realtor Since 2010
925.339.1918 | Danagreenteam.com | DRE 01482454
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Cancer Support Center s

By Pippa Fisher

A 5.75-acre plot of hillside op-
posite the Community Gar-
dens, nestled near the
Lafayette Reservoir, is soon to
be home to the Cancer Support
Center. Or at least that is the
hope of CEO Jim Bouquin, who
has worked hard over the past
five years to get the project to
this point. It is still in early
days - plans were submitted to
the city in early September.

Now, a month into staff
review, the center is moving
into a public review phase. At
a Nov. 5 public meeting, held
at the Lafayette-Orinda Pres-
byterian Church, Bouquin ex-
plained the concept and phi-
losophy of the proposed cen-
ter. The meeting was well at-
tended and many stayed after-
ward to examine the render-
ings and diagrams on display,
and to talk to representatives
from Branagh Developers, Left
Coast Architecture and Gates
and Associates, Landscape
Architects.

The CSC has operated for
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the past 30 years out of a
building located behind a Wal-
nut Creek shopping complex
that it has outgrown. The non-
profit provides psychosocial
care — a holistic approach pro-
moting health and healing in
mind, body and soul alongside
medical treatment. All services
are provided free to cancer
patients, and survivors as well
as caregivers and families.

The proposal is for a two-
story building of roughly
12,000 square feet to sit lower
on the hill, offering among its
facilities classrooms and coun-
seling rooms, children’s and
teens’ activity rooms, a large
teaching kitchen, a movement
center, and a demonstration
kitchen.

Less than 30% of the par-
cel will be developed. Behind
the center, which is designed
to be a gateway to the site and
to reflect and connect with na-
ture in its appearance, will be
a retreat-like natural space
with vegetable gardens, medi-
tation spaces, an outdoor
movement area for yoga
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Rendering provided
classes, a natural children’s
playground and walking trails.
Bouquin explained the com-
pany is treating the land with
reverence. He said that there
are currently 144 trees on site
and although 14 small trees
will have to be removed, the
company will be planting
around 40 new ones, mostly in
the front for screening. All
plantings will be native.

Bouquin says the CSC ex-
perts who offer counseling,
education and support are
some of the best in the country
but equally important to the
members is the value of being
connected in a community for
those touched by cancer.

He sees the importance,
too, of the CSC community fit-
ting into the Lafayette commu-
nity. “We are here to create a
sanctuary for this community,”
he says, noting that CSC wants
to engage and welcome others
into its space to enjoy the trails
and gardens.

Meetings such as the one
held Nov. 5 are as much about
listening to the community as

Please Donate

KINCADE FIRE RECOVERY

Kurt Piper Group

The Kurt Piper Group invites you to drop
off canned goods in support of the Kincade
fire recovery. We will be outside the main
entrance of the Moraga Country Club to

receive your donation.

Moraga Country Club
Wednesday, November 20, 2019
Between 1:00pm and 4:00pm

Thank you for supporting the people of Northern California
who have been impacted by these devastating fires.

Kurt Piper

DRE 01130308

COMPASS

925 818 8000 Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com KurtPiperGroup.com

ns at public information meeting
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CSC CEO Jim Bouquin holds public meeting Nov. 5 to present
and answer questions on the proposed new healing center

near the Reservoir.

presenting the plans. Bouquin
listened to questions. “Your
CONCErns are our CONCerns
also,” he pointed out, when
asked about the potential for
traffic increase.

Bouquin said that traffic
studies would be done but
noted that CSC has the flexibil-
ity to stagger classes to avoid
rush-hour times, and that it
would be looking into creating
a left-turn pocket. He also said
the company would be provid-
ing a shuttle from BART.

It is the issue of traffic that
the Acalanes Valley Home-
owners Association objects to,
along with the precedent it
claims this project would set,
leading, it says, to overdevel-
opment of the neighboring,
larger 62-acre DeSilva parcel
opposite Oakwood Athletic
Club which shares the same
zoning.

A post on the AVHA web-
site concludes, “It would de-
spoil the existing greensward
south of Mt. Diablo Blvd all the
way to downtown. It would
aggravate traffic congestion on
Mt Diablo Blvd near the Reser-
voir and hasten the demise of
the semi-rural character of

western Lafayette.”

The project is still at least
three years away, during
which time the CSC will move
into a more open fundraising
phase. The center has received
several generous lead dona-
tions — the land was gifted to
the company from Ray and
Angelina Leal late last year
during purchase negotiations
—and CSC has received a $2
million donation from local
philanthropists Myrna and
Dennis Cheney. This, coupled
with the proceeds from the
eventual sale of its current
center, puts the CSC almost
halfway toward its goal of
roughly $12 million. Bouquin
says he is grateful and touched
by the community’s generosity.

The meeting was the first
of several public outreach
meetings planned. Bouquin
encourages anyone with ques-
tions or interest to contact the
center. He drew attention to
the monthly site tours. The
next tour is scheduled from 10
to 11:30 a.m. Dec. 14.

More information on the
Lafayette project can be found
at
https://www.csclafayette.org/

Nonprofit $2M nearer to
lighting up the Park

Theater
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By Pippa Fisher

The recently-formed
nonprofit Park Theater Trust
has announced it has a
contingent donation of $2
million, which it says will go
a long way toward its goal of
protecting and renovating
Lafayette’s iconic Park
Theater.

“This generous anchor
donation is great news for
The Park Theater Trust just
as we begin our fundraising
efforts in earnest,” said TPTT
Board Member Kathy Bowles
in an announcement
released Oct. 25.
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City Council

Monday., Nov. 18, 7 p.m.
special meeting

Monday, Nov. 25, 7 p.m.
regular meeting

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 7 p.m.

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Planning Commission
Monday, Nov. 25, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo
Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, Nov. 25, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley M.S. Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us





