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.. continued from Page D8

The soil is still warm and will soak up the fertilizer.

Time to feed lawns. Lawns especially need fertilizing now. The
blade growth has slowed, a signal that roots are digging deeper.
Gradually start mowing your lawn shorter and fertilize heavily to
prepare the grass for the long cold months ahead. There is still time
to aerate if your clay soil is compacted. After the first rain is a good
time to reseed grass or install new sod. Make a personal batch of
grass patch by mixing a bag of potting soil in a wheelbarrow with
enough lawn seed until you see 20 or more seeds per handful.
Scratch or till any bare patches, scatter the seed over the fresh soil,
rake lightly, water, and wait for the seedlings to sprout. Keep the
area damp until grass is established. Do not let it dry out.

Time to prune dead branches and rake leaves. No plant or
tree is fireproof.

Dead branches, dry leaves, and grasses are highly flammable.
Reduce fuel laddering by pruning trees 6-10 feet from the ground
and several feet from roofs. A person should be able to walk under a
tree without being hit by a branch. Clean out your gutters, eaves,
porches and decks.

- continued on Page D10 Brazilian feijoa pineapple guavas are self-harvesting. Scoop out the

center to eat.
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