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Lamorinda officials come down hard on
PG&E over power shutoffs
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PG&E lineman works on the
lines on Monday, Oct. 28, just
before the restoration of
power in Moraga

By Nick Marnell

From Erin Brockovich to San
Bruno to the Butte Fire, the
Pacific Gas and Electric Com-
pany has paid out hundreds
of millions of dollars in set-
tlement costs for damage
claims. PG&E’s latest attempt
at mitigating a potential dis-
aster — the Public Safety
Power Shutoff program —
failed to impress Lamorinda
public officials, who called for
penalties ranging from cus-
tomer restitution to dissolu-
tion of the company.

With a forecast of ex-
treme weather, such as strong
winds, low humidity and high
temperatures — elements ex-
acerbating a major fire risk —
PG&E began instituting mass
power shutoffs “for public
safety,” as the company states
on its website. The utility
used customer provided con-
tact information, as well as
mainstream and social media
outlets, to warn of imminent
power shutoffs, which oc-
curred twice in Lamorinda
during October.

“The way it went down,
people had no idea what was
going on,” said Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, Orinda resident
and 16th District assembly-
woman. Likewise, Orinda
Mayor Inga Miller noted that,
“A resident told me that when
they checked the PG&E web-
site, their property was not
scheduled for a power shut-
off. But, their power was shut
off.”

“There was a lot of confu-
sion. I hope PG&E will come
and meet with people af-
fected who received notifica-
tions, and learn from their
experiences,” said Lafayette
Mayor Mike Anderson, with a
similar sentiment shared by
Moraga Mayor Roger Wykle.
Lafayette's Cam Burks —
speaking as an individual
council member and not for
the city — spoke more harshly.
“I'm appalled and outraged at
the lack of planning and exe-
cution of PG&E’s power shut-
off program; their ‘safety pro-
gram’ actually started a major
fire in Lafayette, resulting in
tragic destruction,” Burks
said (see story on Page Al).

A crashed company web-
site prior to and during the

Photos Sora O’Doherty

During the shutdowns, people were able to recharge their
devices and socialize at the Orinda Community Center.

shutoffs and the sweeping,
unclear and sometimes con-
tradictory notifications frus-
trated local residents and of-
ficials. State Sen. Steve Glazer,
also an Orinda resident,
called out the utility for its
failure to more specifically
target the locations of the
blackouts, praising San Diego
Gas and Electric for doing a
better job in that regard. “Ad-
ditional weather stations and
electrical devices improve
our ability to divide an elec-
tric circuit into smaller sec-
tions. We can be more precise
when shutting off power so
the number of customers im-
pacted by a power shutoff is
smaller,” the San Diego utility
states on its website.

With Lamorinda resi-
dents faced with the realiza-
tion that power shutoffs could
become routine affairs, offi-
cials pointed fingers at the
outdated PG&E electrical in-
frastructure as a main cause
for the blackouts. Glazer and
Bauer-Kahan said that the
utility’s inability to harden its
aged equipment has made its
infrastructure more vulnera-
ble to the extreme weather
events. “PG&E’s decades of
neglect in maintaining their
electrical infrastructure — and
the CPUC’s negligent break-
down to regulate properly —
has led to profound levels of
hardship for our residents
and businesses. (PG&E) must
be compelled to pay signifi-
cant restitution,” Burks
added.

What can Lamorinda of-
ficials do to fix the problems
with the company?

“There could be a big
change in the utility. All op-
tions are on the table,” Glazer
said. “They have not acted
responsibly.” The senator
posited that the state may
look to create a utility model
that focuses on safety and
public protection. Burks
agreed, and said that PG&E
“needs to be dissolved by the
governor and legislature, and
taken over by a responsible
body that will focus on pro-
viding our community with
safe, reliable energy.”

Bauer-Kahan said she will
back Assembly Bill 378, which
would amend the Public Util-
ities Code to allow cost recov-
ery for customers of a power

shutoff and penalize a utility
for every hour a shutoff is in
place. The assemblywoman
said she also plans to intro-
duce legislation in the coming
weeks that will hold PG&E
accountable and give locali-
ties more control of their own
safety. “I think PG&E has
failed us for years. Their per-
formance is not acceptable,”
Bauer-Kahan said.

PG&E acknowledged that
turning off the power pre-
sented a hardship for its cus-
tomers and communities, but
was necessary to protect the
customers and communities.
“Proactively turning off
power for safety is just one
component of our compre-
hensive, service area-wide
Community Wildfire Safety
Program,” company
spokesman Matt Nauman
said. “As part of this program,
we are enhancing our real-
time monitoring and intelli-
gence capabilities, putting in
place new and enhanced
safety measures and further
strengthening and upgrading
our electric system, with a fo-
cus on the highest fire-threat
areas.”

Thousands of lights
adorn historic tree

.. continued from Page A3

But the tree’s survival
looked doubtful for a while.
In 1976 Diablo Foods burned
to the ground. The tree was
badly damaged.

“My father loved that
tree,” says Diablo Foods co-
owner Connie Collier, refer-
ring to her father, Ed Stokes,
who founded the store. Collier
says her father nurtured the
tree following the fire. With
constant attention from an
arborist, Stokes saw the tree
back to full health.

The tree, which sits in
front of the store, is watered
deeply via holes drilled into
the parking lot.

“We’ve been putting
lights on it for the past 30
years,” says Collier, explain-
ing that they leave the lights
strung all year round. “We
used to take the them off
every few years when the
lights were heavier, but with
improvements in technology
they weigh less now and can
stay.”

The lights come on at
Halloween and stay on each
night from 5:30 p.m. until the
new year. Collier says the ex-
ception to that was last year
when they kept the lights on
through January until they
had held her father’s Cele-
bration of Life.
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Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
* Custom Designs * Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
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:. $5 off Watch Battery I
| Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 12/15/19. Usua.lly installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
oo o e e e e E mw o e e me o e omw ol
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
j_l | Resnlentlal ¢ Commercial * Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
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Professional Installation of:
* Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

Sole Proprietor

igh School Differently

Public schools can be great, but they.are not for everyone.

Orinda Academy
is the perfectfit for
students seeking a
close-knit school
community that
inspires students to
love learning

Open House on

Dec. 7
1pm

“It's BARTable!"

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after
that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're
part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!
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UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com

510.642.2020






