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Campolindo hazing incident lands students suspended,
coach off team

By Jon Kingdon

When the Campolindo boys
soccer team finished last season
with a 20-4 record, it was antic-
ipated that this was going to be
another successful year for the
Cougars. But that was before a
Nov. 8 hazing incident directed
at the five new players on the
team, which led to the suspen-
sion of the soccer program for
one month while the incident
was being investigated, the fir-
ing of the head coach Miguel
Camancho, and the expulsion
or suspension from the team of
nine of the players, seven of
whom were expected to be
starters this season.

John Nickerson, the super-
intendent of the Acalanes Union
High School District, first heard
of the incident from Cam-
polindo’s principal, John
Walker, who called it “very se-
rious.”

“It was the new players to
the varsity team that were
hazed,” Nickerson said. “They
were all interviewed and it was
a very thorough investigation
with very clear findings of fact.”

No one has been willing to
go on the record as to what ac-
tually transpired with the haz-

ing incident but the soccer team
and their parents appeared be-
fore the AUHSD governing
board on Dec. 11 and were
given the opportunity to ex-
press their opinions and reac-
tions to the punishment on the
players.

Since there has not been
any official statement as to
what occurred, rumors have
run rampant about the sus-
pended players. One of those
players spoke at the meeting
about how difficult it has been
for him since the suspension:
“The impact has gone far be-
yond not only being able to play
games. It has created a dark-
ness that we cannot pull our-
selves out of. Vicious and vul-
gar rumors have been spread.
It’s critical for all of you to un-
derstand that the awful things
that have been said about us
and about what happened are
not true.”

Keith Pearce, whose son is
still on the team complained
about “the injustice which in-
cludes letting the gossip of high
school teenagers fill the void of
communication and trans-
parency about the incident and
how it was being handled.”

There were admissions of
wrongdoing from the parents

and the players, though the
unanimous feeling from the
group was that the punishment
did not fit the crime and that
“they’re teenagers that made
mistakes.” John Chambers, fa-
ther of one of the hazed players,
said, “Everybody agrees that it
was wrong and inappropriate.
There has to be some sort of
limit on punishment. And
that’s where governance comes
in. You’re the governing board
and from my perspective, this is
your opportunity to provide
governance.”

Brian Ahern, a father of
one of the suspended players,
cited a comment by Walker re-
garding discipline from an arti-
cle in the Campolindo school
paper, La Puma, from last year:
“We have great students here at
Campo. And sometimes they
make mistakes. Our jobs as ed-
ucators is to help them work
through those mistakes and in-
sure that it doesn’t happen
again. And we’ve got to use a
variety of tools for that.”

Three of the players that
were hazed all denied they
were harmed in any way: “The
truth is, these boys did not hurt
anybody,” one player said. “All
they wanted to do was to wel-
come us to the team the way

they had been welcomed.”

Miguel Camancho, who was
in his first year coaching at
Campolindo and has not been
accused of having any knowl-
edge or involvement with the
hazing of the players, was not at
the board meeting but later
spoke highly of the players:
“They’re all good kids that just
wanted to get out on the field
and play. Ilearned on the fol-
lowing Thursday (Nov. 14) that
something happened (from)
Principal Walker. The next
thing I learned was that I was
being let go on Nov. 25. He told
me that they were going to
move in a different direction
with no other explanation than
that.”

According to AUHSD policy,
“hazing” means committing an
act against a student or coerc-
ing a student into committing
an act that creates a substantial
risk or harm to a person in or-
der for the student to be initi-
ated into or affiliated with a
student organization or for any
other purpose. Consequences
are suspension with the possi-
bility of expulsion. Nickerson
noted the school district consid-
ers hazing activities of any type
to be inconsistent with the edu-
cational goals of the school dis-

trict and are prohibited at all
times. “The players should have
been informed of the policy,” he
said.

Though the parents and
students were appealing for re-
instatement of the players and
the coach, Nickerson said there
is not an appeal process for dis-
ciplinary actions like this, and
while the governing board of
the district can ask that certain
things be done, they don’t have
the authority to overrule that
disciplinary action.

Nickerson endorsed the
students coming before the
governing board: “I thought it
was important and a good thing
that they advocated for
themselves.”

Camancho has not talked
with the players since he was
released from his position. “I'm
more worried about the boys,”
he said. “It’s not more impor-
tant for me to coach. It’s more
important for the players to get
their season back.”

After losing their first four
games of the season without
scoring a goal (one game was a
forfeit), Campolindo won their
first game on Dec. 16 against
Deer Valley 7-0.

Campolindo football plays in NCS championship game
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For the sixth time in nine
years, the Campolindo
Cougars (10-3) played in the

North Coast Section Cham-
pionship game. While win-
ning the previous five
championship contests in
2011, 2014, 2015, 2016 and
2017, the Cougars came up
short in 2019 to finish as the

Campolindo

Cougars
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Division 2 Runner Up.
Though a Division 3
school, due to the recent
successes, the NCS competi-
tive equity formula pushed
Campo up a division to
compete in the Division 2

bracket. The Cougars
earned a No. 3 seed and
hosted the Livermore Cow-
boys in the first round.
Campo rushed 42 times for
263 yards and five touch-
downs, including 108 yards
on 13 carries from Senior
Brandon Manty, and the
Cougars advanced with a
41-16 victory.

In the semi-finals,
Campo travelled to Napa to
play the No. 2 seeded Vin-
tage Crushers (10-1). In a
back and forth thriller, the
Cougars upset the Crushers,
scoring a touchdown in the
final 25 seconds of the game
to win 28-21 and secure a
spot in the NCS Champi-
onship Game. Senior Grant
Harper threw for 230 yards
and 3 touchdowns, includ-
ing 194 yards to Senior Rex
Curtiss.

The Championship
game saw the Cougars
square off against the No. 1
seed, and eventual State
Champions, Clayton Valley
Charter — a team that played

in the Division I Open semi-
finals the past three years
but were placed in the Divi-
sion 2 bracket for this sea-
son. The Cougars held their
own, matching the Ugly Ea-
gles in the first half to a 7-7
tie going into the locker
room. Senior Will Windatt
had a rushing touchdown
and Senior Charlie Craig
forced and recovered two
fumbles to lead the defense.
In the second half, however,
CVC controlled the contest
winning by a final score of
27-7.

It was another great
year for Campolindo. The
2019 campaign saw the
Cougars finish with at least
10 wins for the ninth
straight season.

“For this group of
neighborhood kids to win
ten games and make it to
the NCS Division 2 Champi-
onship game was an incred-
ible accomplishment,” said
Head Coach Kevin Macy.
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