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Memory care center: Wilder objects, but planning

By Sora O'Doherty

Although the planning com-
mission agreed with staff
that some further study is re-
quired for the memory care
facility proposed for 1 Wilder
Road, the commissioners ex-
pressed their approval of the
proposal, despite concerns
expressed by a number of
residents of Wilder at a hear-
ing on Dec. 10. Other Wilder
residents, as well as a num-
ber of Orinda residents, in-
cluding former mayors and
former members of the plan-
ning commission, expressed
support for the planned
memory care facility that
would house 38 residents.
The commission agreed
to continue the application to
a future date in order to re-
ceive further information.
When the matter comes back
to the commission, the com-
missioners want to see a 3D
representation that will al-
low them to judge the visibil-
ity of the building from
Highway 24. The project
would require an exception
to the 27-foot maximum
height requirement. At its
tallest point, the building
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would reach 30 feet. None of
the planning commissioners
saw this as a difficulty. The
commissioners also seek a
further study, to be financed
by the applicant, of the im-
pact of the facility on the po-
tential evacuation in an
emergency of all the resi-
dents of Wilder when it is
fully built out and occupied,
at which time it will contain
245 homes. The study should
also factor in activity at the
Art & Garden Center and the
ball fields.

Wilder residents who
oppose the facility expressed
concern that it would impede
the evacuation of all Wilder
residents in the event of an
emergency. The commission
agreed that this should be
studied, even if only to allay
the fears of those residents
expressing concern. In gen-
eral, the commission won-
dered if the problem with
evacuation, if any existed,
was a preexisting condition
that would not be impacted
by the addition of 38 resi-
dents of the memory care
facility.

Among the other com-
plaints about the facility,
Gary Rafferty said he was
“dismayed” by the project,
which he called a blight. The
highly visible project, he said,
was incongruent with
Orinda's semirural character.
Eric Egan said that the envi-
ronmental impact review
was biased, flawed and
disingenuous. He said that
the building would be similar
to a brightly lit hotel. Kathy
Finch was concerned that
some would accuse Wilder
residents of NIMBYism. She
objects to the particular loca-
tion, she said, but would not
be opposed to another loca-
tion within Wilder. This par-
ticular location would, she
said, change the nature of
Wilder, and added that safety
is her primary concern. At-
torney Shona Armstrong also
spoke, representing the
Wilder Homeowners Associ-
ation. Seventy percent of
Wilder residents, she said,
consider the project not to be
a benefit to Orinda residents.

Other Orinda residents
spoke about the benefits they
see for themselves and their
families. Dick Burkholter

spoke about his wife, Betty,
who suffers from dementia.
“It would be wonderful,” he
said, to be able to visit her in
three minutes from his
home. Sue Severson, former
mayor and president of the
Orinda Community Founda-
tion, noted that one-third of
Orinda residents are over 65,
and said that the facility is a
“much needed amenity.” Ted
Urban, who served eight
years on the planning com-
mission, expressed surprise
at the resistance by Wilder
residents. He said that con-
cern over evacuation is a red
herring and shouldn’t carry
any weight at all. Another
former mayor, Thomas Mc-
Cormick, said that the city
needs to look after everyone,
not just Wilder residents. He
approves of the project.

The Countryhouse Mem-
ory Care facility is being pro-
posed by the applicant, 101
Upton Partners. The project
would include a one- to two-
story, 32,084-square-foot
building with 38 assisted-
living units, a parking area
with 16 parking spaces and a
vehicle turnaround adjacent
to the front and delivery en-
trances, and landscaping.
Residents would be those
suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease and memory loss.

commission and others satisfied

TJ] DAmato, the president
of the Orinda Chamber of
Commerce, spoke in support
of the project. He said that
the applicant, Richard
Westin, is a longtime Orinda
resident, and that the Westin
family are suitable stewards.
“There is no one more
suited,” he said, “to deliver
this type of service. We are
fortunate to have one of our
own” proposing the project.

Westin addressed many
of the concerns that were
raised at the meeting, or in
emails sent to the planning
commission in advance of the
meeting. He said that the ap-
plicant is willing to comply
with Wilder night sky stan-
dards, and in fact has already
incorporated them. He also
suggested landscaping
changes to address resident
concerns. The lighting would
not be a concern to the resi-
dents of the facility, he said,
who would be long asleep by
10 p.m. In addition, he noted
that residents will not be dri-
ving. “Memory care,” he ex-
plained, “is a polite term for
folks with dementia, includ-
ing Alzheimer’s disease.” The
facility will need to contain
the residents, without them
feeling contained. They will
be taken on bus trips every
day, and if ever a complete

Further information is available at:
https://www.cityoforinda.org/418/1-Wilder-Road---Countryhouse-Memory-Care
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evacuation of the facility
were required, it would not
be by ambulances but by bus.
The facility will be com-
pletely occupied by memory
care clients.

As far as parking goes, he
explained that residents
don’t drive. Of the 16 park-
ing spaces provided, a maxi-
mum of 10 will be used by
staff. Visits are typically
short, he said, lasting min-
utes rather than hours. In
response to commissioner
David Parnigani, he ex-
plained that there are per-
haps four to five visits on any
particular day. From his 35
years of experience in the
field, he said, visitors are not
frequent.

Chair Brandon Iverson
said that she was impressed
to see Wilder come together
and speak with one voice.
But she said that she consid-
ered that the project is ap-
propriately located, and that
the impact of 38 residents
would be no more than the
residents of 10 or fewer
single-family homes. “There
is no perfect in this,” she
said, adding that she did not
believe that anything similar
would ever get permitted in
downtown Orinda. The
Wilder Road site is zoned for
this use, she said.
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Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
Dec. 1-Dec. 14

Alarms 32
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Traffic 105
Suspicious Circumstances 7
Suspicious Subject 12
Suspicious Vehicle 16

911

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium,
Orinda Library, 26

Oversight Commission

Room, 22 Orinda Way,
Orinda, CA 94563

Service to Citizen 81
Patrol Req./Security Check 85
Pubic/School Assembly Check 28
Supplemental Report 15
Vacation House Check 9
Welfare Check 5
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

60 Block Moraga Way (3)

Safeway (2)

10 Block Camino Pablo
Dui Misdemeanor

Moraga Way/Brookside Rd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

10 Block Ichabod Ln.

Camino Pablo/Manzanita Dr.

10 Block Oak Arbor Rd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Meadowlands Ct.

q Glorietta Blvd./Meadow View

Rd.

St Stephens Dr./Eb Sr 24

Glorietta Blvd./Rheem Blvd.
Vehicle Theft

60 Block El Gavilan Rd.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft

Beverages And More
Petty Theft

Safeway (2)

Bank Of America

Not Available
Residential Burglary

90 Block Underhill Rd.

10 Block La Vuelta

Citizens' Infrastructure

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community

Orinda Union High School
District Board Meetings
TBA

Regular Board Meeting

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting
page A2

10 Block El Verano
300 Block Dalewood Dr.
30 Block Robert Rd.
Warrant Arrest
Orinda Way/Santa Maria Way
Camino Pablo/Santa Maria Way
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace
Police Department
Loud Music
Van Ripper Ln./Lombardy Ln.
Loud Noise
Manzanita Dr./Camino Pablo
100 Block El Toyonal
Public Nuisance
Orinda Theater (2)
30 Block Moraga Way
E Altarinda Dr./St Stephens Dr.
Other
Accident Property
40 Block El Toyonal
Police Department
Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.
Camino Pablo/Ardilla Rd.
Southwood Dr./Davis Rd.
Miner Rd./Tiger Tail Ct.
Failure To Obey
Wb 24
H&S/Poss Of Contr Sub
Bart Orinda Station
Trespass
The Quarry House At Wilder
Unauthorized Possession
Theatre Square





