
William S. Robinson 
SF Engineer, Long Term Moraga Resident 

William Stewart Robinson (Bill) 
was born in Thunder Bay, Ontario 

in May 1924, and died in Bellevue, 
Washington in late December, at the 
age of 95. Bill lived a remarkable life 
of adventure: working for Boeing 
at age 15, serving in the Canadian 
Merchant Navy during WWII, surveying 
throughout British Columbia, attending  
the University of British Columbia, 
moving to California to start a new life 
with Joyce, his bride-to-be, working for 
an engineering fi rm in San Francisco 
that he later owned, developing several 
award-winning surveying patents, retiring 
to a life shared between California and 

Semiahmoo in Washington, and completing his life after nine happy, productive 
years at his home in Silver Glen.
  Bill was known for his sense of humor, adventurous spirit, intellect and 
unfailingly positive attitude.  He lived each day with a sense of joy and appreciation.  
He was a remarkable father, fostering confi dence, principle and adventure. He was 
a devoted husband, thoroughly in love with his wife, Joyce, for all of their 57 years 
together.  And after Joyce’s passing in 2011, Bill found a special happiness with 
Naomi for his last eight years.
 Bill was blessed with wonderful friends, both in Moraga, where he and Joyce 
raised their children, and at Silver Glen in Bellevue. He saw his children weekly, 
and enjoyed many visits from his California neighbors, and extended family in 
Canada, including our recent Canadian Thanksgiving in October with his brother, 
George, and many nieces/nephews. Bill was loved by his three children and four 
grandchildren, of whom he was extremely proud. 
 Bill was a Renaissance Man – engineer, scientist, writer, sports lover, camper, 
hiker, explorer, reader, boater, game player, skier, space enthusiast.  He never met a 
game he didn’t enjoy or an adventure he wouldn’t take.  Bill will be sorely missed 
by his three children: Steve, a UC Davis professor; Kerry, a Seattle lawyer (Steven); 
and Lynne, a Bellevue City Councilmember (Dan); his four grandchildren: William, 
Ian, Amanda and Nolan; his Canadian family, his many dear friends, and all those 
who had the pleasure of knowing him.  

 With love and thanks to you, Dad.

Barbara Harbuck 
Feb. 4, 1938 – Nov. 28, 2019, Resident of Moraga, CA 

The family of Barbara Jane Harbuck 
is sad to announce her passing on 

Thanksgiving Day.  She is survived by 
her loving husband Col. James Harbuck, 
her sister Nancy Gnepper, brother Steve 
Johnson, grandchildren Haley and Cooper 
Harbuck, daughter-in-law Jill Harbuck, 
and many other loving family members.  
Her beloved son David pre-deceased her 
in 2016.

  Barbara was a longtime resident 
and community leader in Moraga and 
had established a wide circle of friends 
throughout Lamorinda.  She had a passion 
for people and tirelessly devoted her life 
to her family, friends, and philanthropic 

organizations.  In her early career she was a grade-school teacher.  She was a 
volunteer at John Muir hospital and the Navy League.  She was a strong supporter 
of education, and a longtime respected member of the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW).  Barbara served as President of AAUW in 1987-88 
and won the AAUW Distinguished Woman Award in 2004.
 A Celebration of Life will be held on Feb. 1 at 1:30 pm at the Lafayette Orinda 
Presbyterian Church.  In lieu of fl owers, the family suggests contributions to the 
Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette branch of AAUW to support women’s education.




