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Town council officially

By Vera Kochan

At the Jan. 22 Moraga Town
Council meeting, the council
members unanimously
adopted a resolution sup-
porting the renewal of the
$192 parcel tax benefiting the
Moraga School District
through the upcoming Mea-
sure M.

In November 2013, Mea-
sure M’s predecessor, Mea-
sure B, was approved by vot-
ers for a six-year window as-
signing a $192 parcel tax to
homeowners with an exemp-
tion for low-income residents
over 65 years old. Measure B
generated approximately $1
million annually for the MSD
and was approved by 68.36%
of Moraga voters.

The tax is set to expire
in June, and the MSD estab-
lished a Fiscal Advisory Com-
mittee of stakeholders during
the 2018-19 school year, to
determine the ramifications
resulting in the loss of Mea-
sure B funds. The FAC inde-
pendently reviewed the im-
pending financial picture and
recommended expenditure
reductions along with efforts
to maintain the high level of
education Moraga residents
have come to expect. While
MSD has made efforts to cut
costs it cannot overcome a
rising deficit. The FAC’s rec-
ommendation for the MSD
was to seek a renewal of the
$192 parcel tax through Mea-
sure M.

In November, the MSD
board approved a resolution
for the March ballot with the
following language: “To
maintain high quality ele-
mentary/intermediate
schools, shall Moraga School
District continue funding to

endorses Measure M

Photo Andy Scheck

support effective science,
technology, engineering,
math, arts and music pro-
grams; maintain manageable
class sizes; keep schools safe;
and attract and retain the
best qualified teachers; by
adopting a measure renewing
funding at the current $192
rate per parcel, providing $1
million annually, until re-
pealed by voters, with low-
income senior exemptions,
cost of living adjustments and
independent oversight with
all funds supporting Moraga
students?”

The Jan. 22 town council
meeting attracted approxi-
mately 15 residents all urging
council members to endorse
Measure M. Among them was
MSD Superintendent Bruce
Burns who stated, “Moraga
School District was recently
recognized by the California
Department of Education as
having the highest perform-
ing elementary school district
in Contra Costa County and
received the highest possible
score on every academic
metric.”

Representatives from
Strong Schools For Moraga
explained that all funding di-
rectly benefits Moraga
schools and cannot be used
for administrators’ salaries.
Additionally, citizens’ over-
sight and annual public au-
dits would be required.

Concerned parents
stressed that Moraga’s
schools are why they chose to
move into town and that good
schools help to keep property
values high.

After the council’s an-
nounced unanimous support
for Measure M, a hearty ap-
plause rang throughout the
audience.

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda ERrich
Healtor

93 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563
025.698.1452

Linda@Lindathrich.com '
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Introducing . ..
115 Alta Mesa Court!

This exquisite townhome in
Moraga Ridge defines
elegant living!

M Spectacular views

M Stunningly remodeled
M Single-level

M Level-in

M Fenced side yard

3 bedrooms | 2 bathrooms
fl 1954+ square feet

Call for a private showing!

Offered at $1,349,000

MARY BETH MACLENNAN

925.324.6246

TONY CONTE

925.708.1396

marybeth@mbtcpartners.com E
tony@mbtcpartners.com COLOWELL BANKER
License # 01480008 | 00959101 REALTY

Coldwell Banker # 01908304

experience

ANA ZIMMANK

SRES
GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

M. 925.640.6008

ana.zimmank@camoves.com
CalBRE #00469962

the difference

When it comes to your most important real
estate investments, trust the professional
who is exceeding expectations every day.
Whether you are looking for the perfect
home to suit your lifestyle or want to sell

¢ your home for the best return, you can
count on me to carefully guide

you through the process. w{;
% Experience the difference. » ;L3
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Moraga announces
Business Person and
Nonprofit of the Year

Submitted by Kathe
Nelson

This year's recipients for
Business and Nonprofit of the
Year are Mechanics Bank and
Lamorinda Community
Emergency Response Team.
Both recipients will be cele-
brated at a special dinner at 6
p-m. Monday, Feb. 24 at

LaFinestra in the Moraga
Shopping Center, 1419 Mor-
aga Way. Cost for the event is
$65. Purchase tickets and se-
lect your entree online at
www.moragachamber.org or
call Kathe Nelson at (925) 323-
6524 by Feb. 19. Look for an
article about the recipients in
the Feb. 19 issue of Lamor-
inda Weekly.

Town Council

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community Meeting
Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission: Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Park and Recreation Commission: Tuesday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Moraga School District Board Meetings : Thursday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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- Customers Get A Free
Gift For Your Valentine
While supplies last

We move you in FREE
when you rent a unit!
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OFPEM T DAYS A WEEK
455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
(325) 643-2026
www. SAspace.com






