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47 Orinda View Road, Orinda | Breathtaking Orinda Downs View Estate

5 Bedroom + Office | 3.5 Bath | 6790* Sq. Ft. | .57+ Acre Lot | Custom Built in 1995
Offered at $4,995,000 | 470rindaViewRoad.com

Lamorinda’s #1 Realtor Since 2010
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

Initial discussion on General Plan update

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette moved another
small step closer to the up-
date of its General Plan at the
city council meeting Feb. 24.
City staff was seeking council
feedback and recommenda-
tions on the formation of a
General Plan Advisory Com-
mittee; specifically, who
should be included, how to
recruit, the goals of the GPAC

and a meeting schedule.

Last updated in Lafayette
in 2002, a general plan is the
city’s guiding document for
land use matters required by
state law. This will be the
third time in the city’s history
that a comprehensive update
will have been done. Staff
hopes to have it completed
within four years. It is a long-
range document that will last
thru 2040.

According to staff, the
reasons for doing the update
now include compliance with
the city council’s strategic
goal No. 2, established in 2019
with the intention to explore
community values, and com-
pliance with changing state
laws and regional plans.

Discussion focused on
who should be appointed to a
GPAC, with Mayor Mike An-
derson suggesting somehow

incorporating a lottery-based
system similar to the method
used in selecting a panel for
the city manager hiring last
year, along with representa-
tives of several different
groups from around the city
who would act as a referral
body to the Planning
Commission.

Planning and Building
Director Greg Wolff said staff
was eager to get going and

suggested PC liaisons Ander-
son and Council Member
Steven Bliss form a subcom-
mittee, with the PC chair and
vice chair to conduct inter-
views and appointments.

Anderson said it was pre-
mature to set a meeting
schedule at this point. “We
will do that as we see how
things work,” he said.

Rick and Janet Cronk, Lafayette Citizens of the Year
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Janet and Rick Cronk, this year’s Citizens of the Year.

By Pippa Fisher

Whether the names of this
year’s husband/wife-team
Citizens of the Year are famil-

iar or not, it’s fair to say al-
most everyone living in
Lafayette or the wider East
Bay, has benefited from the
philanthropy of Rick and

financial generosity has con-
tributed substantially to a
state-of-the-art library and
first-rate schools in Lafayette,
a world-class hospital in Wal-
nut Creek and a top-notch
university in Berkeley, to
name but a few from which
many local residents benefit,
the bigger picture of these
two remarkable people is
their ability to inspire and
lead.

That ability to lead and
inspire is particularly evident
in Rick’s lifelong involvement
with scouting, locally, nation-
ally and internationally. As a
boy he achieved Life Scout. As
an adult he volunteered as a
leader in Moraga Troop 212
for his own three sons and
even after they achieved Ea-
gle and moved on. He serves
on the Boy Scouts of America
National Executive board and
served a term as president
(2006-08). In 2011, he finished
his chairmanship of the

World Scout Committee, the

executive body responsible
for 50 million Scouts in 190
countries. He is also past
chairman of the World Scout
Foundation (2005-07) and
continues serving on the WSF
Board.

Rick and Janet sit on
many boards. Rick has been a
member of the Haas Business
School Advisory Board, serv-
ing two terms as chairman
and has just resigned as a
member of the John Muir
Health Board of Directors af-
ter his 10-year term.

Both Rick and Janet have
been longtime supporters of
Lafayette Partners in Educa-
tion, the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center and St.
Perpetua Church. Rick has
been involved with youth
ministries through the
church, and for many years,
despite a hectic travel sched-
ule for work, managed to
coach soccer, including teams
after his own children had

moved on. He has been a big
supporter of water sports, es-
pecially at Cal, and is largely
responsible for the building
of Legends Aquatic Center.

Janet has been involved
in Lafayette schools since
moving here in 1983. She is a
committed supporter of edu-
cation. She is very involved
with Cal, John Muir Health
and Diablo Regional Arts As-
sociation. She has held many
leadership roles over the
years with the Happy Valley
Garden Club, including
president.

The list goes on, but it is
through talking to others that
one gets a sense of the unwa-
vering support these people
offer the community, their
ability to inspire others to be
better, and in particular their
passion for educating and
empowering young people.

Lafayette Resident Jill
Douglas has worked as Janet’s
personal assistant for 15
years.... continued on Page A9
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Kurt Piper Group

27 Overhill Road, Orinda
2 Beds, 2 Baths 1821 SgFt
Call For Price

127 Scenic Drive, Orinda
4 Beds, 2.5 Baths 2969 SqgFt
Call For Price

Kurt Piper
Realtor® | Broker
Associate

925 818 8000

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308
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COMING SOON

62 Heather Lane, Orinda
5 Beds, 3.5 Baths 3357 SqFt
Call For Price

4 Beds, 2 Baths 2600+ SgFt 115 acre
Best view property in Moraga
Call For Price

Barb Brawner JD
Realtor

925 212 7672
Barb@BarbBrawner.com
DRE 01922264

Kim Siegel
Realtor

925 297 9262
Kim@KimSiegel.com
DRE 02085951
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An Exquisite Estate, Everyday Resort Living!
49 Overhill Road, Orinda

Perfect For Entertaining
Picturesque & Private Setting Close to Town
Totally Updated & Beautifully Appointed

6 Br/5 Ba, 4970 sf*, .78 ac*
2nd Fam Rm + Office + Gym
Grand Sized Living Areas
Walls of Glass, Spectac. Views
Patios, Gardens, Bball Hoop
New Pool with Swim Spa

Patricia & Ashley Battersby
Brokers/Partners

(925) 330-6663 & (925) 323-9955
DRE# 00854469 & 01407784
www.ashleybattersby.com
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