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Acalanes girls soccer team with their NCS trophy. Photo provided

Acalanes girls win NCS soccer championship

ting down their best forward. Sami and Aliya han-
dled the middle getting to balls in the air and not al-
lowing the Branson forwards getting in front of
them and Dylan Hagglund at left back was
phenomenal.”

Acalanes scored with nine minutes left in the
first half off a free kick by freshman Tatum Zuber,
who led the team in scoring, from 25 yards out going
into halftime leading 1-0. In the locker room, Bar-

years from this game. In the first half, we were def-
initely nervous,” said Acalanes head coach Nick
Barbarino. “It was the first time that we have been
there but our defense did a great job holding them
scoreless in the first half while our offense was cre-
ating our own scoring opportunities.”

Coming into the game, Branson was averaging
just under three goals a game but were shut out in
the first half by a stifling Acalanes defense led by

By Jon Kingdon

In a game that will be long remembered and not
soon forgotten, the second seeded Acalanes Dons
defeated the No. 1 seeded Branson High School 1-1, a
game that was decided by a shootout. After finish-
ing regulation time tied at one and two scoreless 10-
minute overtime periods, the game was ultimately
decided in the third period of a penalty shoot-out

with both teams combining for 29 shots with
Acalanes finally coming out on top 10-9.

Branson had won the Northern California Re-
gional championship last year and three North Coast
Section titles in the last four years. “I aged about 20

goalie Kate Carter and defensemen Chloe Quintella,
Sami Hansen, Aliya Wingate and Dylan Hagglund.
“Kate made some fantastic saves and was the vocal
leader on the team, keeping us set, being the driving
positive force on the field and lifting everyone up,”
said Barbarino. “Chloe did a really good job in shut-

barino stressed to the team to keep their eye on the
prize: “We were very excited at the half but we
knew that the next 40 minutes of the game would be
a battle (60 minutes with the two overtime periods)
with them coming out as hard as they could with
their season on the line. ... continued on Page A9
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MOED Chief pushes to sell new fire code to councils

T : By Sora O'Doherty
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Very tall, very determined, Moraga-Orinda Fire District Chief Dave Win-
nacker spoke for over two hours at the podium during what was de-
scribed as the longest ever “items for the good of the city” at the Feb. 18
Orinda City Council meeting. Winnacker would like to see changes that he
proposes to the fire code be implemented, which require approval by the
Orinda City Council, the Moraga Town Council, the MOFD board of direc-
tors and Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors. Winnacker explained
his ambitious and controversial plan and answered every question raised
by the public and council members.

The first item on the chief’s list — declaring all areas of the district
Wildland Urban Interface for purposes of the fire code - caused concern
among members of the public and the council members who feared such
a declaration could give insurers a reason to refuse to reissue fire insur-
ance policies in the area. Winnacker said that in fact the area has been
designated WUI for years. He said that he has consulted with insurers
who tell him that the change would actually encourage them to continue
to provide fire insurance because they would be reassured that steps are
being taken to reduce the risks of wildfire damage.

Winnacker pressed the council to act quickly, saying, “We have a lim-
ited period of time to change the profile to prevent insurance cancella-

T — tions.” He said that that the district has a 90% under-insurance rate, but
W that insurance premiums can only be increased by 3% per year, and sug-
1 gested that insurers face a stark choice.

Very high fire
hazard severity

zones in LRA
As recommended by CAL Fire

... continued on Page A10
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47 Orinda View Road, Orinda | Breathtaking Orinda Downs View Estate

5 Bedroom + Office | 3.5 Bath | 6790* Sq. Ft. | .57+ Acre Lot | Custom Built in 1995
Offered at $4,995,000 | 470rindaViewRoad.com

Lamorinda’s #1 Realtor Since 2010
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

Initial discussion on General Plan update

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette moved another
small step closer to the up-
date of its General Plan at the
city council meeting Feb. 24.
City staff was seeking council
feedback and recommenda-
tions on the formation of a
General Plan Advisory Com-
mittee; specifically, who
should be included, how to
recruit, the goals of the GPAC

and a meeting schedule.

Last updated in Lafayette
in 2002, a general plan is the
city’s guiding document for
land use matters required by
state law. This will be the
third time in the city’s history
that a comprehensive update
will have been done. Staff
hopes to have it completed
within four years. It is a long-
range document that will last
thru 2040.

According to staff, the
reasons for doing the update
now include compliance with
the city council’s strategic
goal No. 2, established in 2019
with the intention to explore
community values, and com-
pliance with changing state
laws and regional plans.

Discussion focused on
who should be appointed to a
GPAC, with Mayor Mike An-
derson suggesting somehow

incorporating a lottery-based
system similar to the method
used in selecting a panel for
the city manager hiring last
year, along with representa-
tives of several different
groups from around the city
who would act as a referral
body to the Planning
Commission.

Planning and Building
Director Greg Wolff said staff
was eager to get going and

suggested PC liaisons Ander-
son and Council Member
Steven Bliss form a subcom-
mittee, with the PC chair and
vice chair to conduct inter-
views and appointments.

Anderson said it was pre-
mature to set a meeting
schedule at this point. “We
will do that as we see how
things work,” he said.

Rick and Janet Cronk, Lafayette Citizens of the Year

& U ¥ Janet Cronk. And while their

Photo Pippa Fisher

Janet and Rick Cronk, this year’s Citizens of the Year.

By Pippa Fisher

Whether the names of this
year’s husband/wife-team
Citizens of the Year are famil-

iar or not, it’s fair to say al-
most everyone living in
Lafayette or the wider East
Bay, has benefited from the
philanthropy of Rick and

financial generosity has con-
tributed substantially to a
state-of-the-art library and
first-rate schools in Lafayette,
a world-class hospital in Wal-
nut Creek and a top-notch
university in Berkeley, to
name but a few from which
many local residents benefit,
the bigger picture of these
two remarkable people is
their ability to inspire and
lead.

That ability to lead and
inspire is particularly evident
in Rick’s lifelong involvement
with scouting, locally, nation-
ally and internationally. As a
boy he achieved Life Scout. As
an adult he volunteered as a
leader in Moraga Troop 212
for his own three sons and
even after they achieved Ea-
gle and moved on. He serves
on the Boy Scouts of America
National Executive board and
served a term as president
(2006-08). In 2011, he finished
his chairmanship of the

World Scout Committee, the

executive body responsible
for 50 million Scouts in 190
countries. He is also past
chairman of the World Scout
Foundation (2005-07) and
continues serving on the WSF
Board.

Rick and Janet sit on
many boards. Rick has been a
member of the Haas Business
School Advisory Board, serv-
ing two terms as chairman
and has just resigned as a
member of the John Muir
Health Board of Directors af-
ter his 10-year term.

Both Rick and Janet have
been longtime supporters of
Lafayette Partners in Educa-
tion, the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center and St.
Perpetua Church. Rick has
been involved with youth
ministries through the
church, and for many years,
despite a hectic travel sched-
ule for work, managed to
coach soccer, including teams
after his own children had

moved on. He has been a big
supporter of water sports, es-
pecially at Cal, and is largely
responsible for the building
of Legends Aquatic Center.

Janet has been involved
in Lafayette schools since
moving here in 1983. She is a
committed supporter of edu-
cation. She is very involved
with Cal, John Muir Health
and Diablo Regional Arts As-
sociation. She has held many
leadership roles over the
years with the Happy Valley
Garden Club, including
president.

The list goes on, but it is
through talking to others that
one gets a sense of the unwa-
vering support these people
offer the community, their
ability to inspire others to be
better, and in particular their
passion for educating and
empowering young people.

Lafayette Resident Jill
Douglas has worked as Janet’s
personal assistant for 15
years.... continued on Page A9
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Kurt Piper Group

27 Overhill Road, Orinda
2 Beds, 2 Baths 1821 SgFt
Call For Price

127 Scenic Drive, Orinda
4 Beds, 2.5 Baths 2969 SqgFt
Call For Price

Kurt Piper
Realtor® | Broker
Associate

925 818 8000

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308
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COMING SOON

62 Heather Lane, Orinda
5 Beds, 3.5 Baths 3357 SqFt
Call For Price

4 Beds, 2 Baths 2600+ SgFt 115 acre
Best view property in Moraga
Call For Price

Barb Brawner JD
Realtor

925 212 7672
Barb@BarbBrawner.com
DRE 01922264

Kim Siegel
Realtor

925 297 9262
Kim@KimSiegel.com
DRE 02085951

rces deemed reliable but

An Exquisite Estate, Everyday Resort Living!
49 Overhill Road, Orinda

Perfect For Entertaining
Picturesque & Private Setting Close to Town
Totally Updated & Beautifully Appointed

6 Br/5 Ba, 4970 sf*, .78 ac*
2nd Fam Rm + Office + Gym
Grand Sized Living Areas
Walls of Glass, Spectac. Views
Patios, Gardens, Bball Hoop
New Pool with Swim Spa

Patricia & Ashley Battersby
Brokers/Partners

(925) 330-6663 & (925) 323-9955
DRE# 00854469 & 01407784
www.ashleybattersby.com

ABBOCITATESR
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Fundralser for a NEW playground at the
Lafayette Community Center

Saturday
March 14*, 7-11 PM

Play BlackJack too!

Learn how to play poker 6:00-7:00pm
Entry fee $70. Price includes beer, wine,

non-alcoholic beverages, snacks and a light meal.
Register at www.LafayetteRec.org

925-284-2232 | 500 St. Mary’s Road, Lafayette

Lafayette Community Center Foundation & Lafayette Recreation

Presented by

Lafayette’s newest public
art piece and first-ever
art Walk and Talk event

Photo provided

Lafayette’s latest public art piece, A Living Street by Alice M.

Stern, was installed last month.

By Pippa Fisher

The city council heard an up-
date from the Public Art Com-
mittee at its Feb. 24 meeting,
including details of the latest
art piece recently installed in
the city and plans for an up-
coming Art Walk and Talk
event.

PAC member Janice Pea-
cock drew the council’s atten-
tion to artist Alice M. Stern’s
work, “A Living Street,” in-
stalled in February at the
newly constructed condo-
miniums behind Trader Joe’s
at 945 Mountain View Drive.

Peacock explained that
the 8-foot diameter work, in-
set into the pedestrian court-
yard space, seeks to honor the
history of the interwoven fab-
ric of the Lafayette commu-

nity by utilizing concentric
circles in a quilting pattern,
joined together by a flowing
pathway recalling the creek.
The design uses only straight
lines yet creates the illusion
and movement of curved, or-
ganic focal points.

Residents will get a
chance to hear from the artist
herself at a special event
planned at 1 p.m. March 21 -
a public art walk and talk.

The free event will start at
the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Art Gallery
with a short introductory talk
from award-winning Lafayette
painter and print-maker Pam
Fletcher whose work is cur-
rently on exhibition at the
gallery.

.. continued on Page A10

Further details on the event can be found at
www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/commissions-committees/
public-art-committee/public-art-events-733

PG&E removes trees
overhanging Briones

pipeline

Photo Pippa Fisher

PG&E works to cut trees posing a potential strike risk for the
exposed high transmission gas pipeline Feb. 27.

Chainsaws were buzzing Feb.
27 in the Buckeye Ranch Trail
area of Briones Regional Park
as PG&E work to clear vegeta-
tion around a high-pressure
gas transmission line, per the
recommendations of a third
party engineering firm hired
last year, following residents’
concerns about the safety of
trees overhanging an exposed

pipeline.

The work, which will also
include vegetation in the Girl
Scout Camp area, is antici-
pated to be complete by
March 6. In total the utility
company says it will be re-
moving 13 trees and eight
brush units.

- P. Fisher

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

Completely updated 4 bedroom / 3 bathroom home with 2 built-in work spaces,

Welcome home to 5 Lynch Court, Moragal!

an open light filled floor plan and high quality modern features. The kitchen
has plenty of room for counter seating, custom cabinets throughout and Quartz
counter tops. Home features include remote controlled window treatments in
the kitchen, living room and family room, recessed LED lighting throughout,
hardwood floors, central air conditioning and a full size indoor laundry room. The
low maintenance yard has various landscaping opportunities and a wonderful

S

covered patio area located off of the living room with a remote controlled
creen enclosure. Ideally located just blocks from top rated Moraga schools.

Pending in 2 days!

Nu

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
mber 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed

reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made

as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Just L_isted

LLove Where You Live.
L.ive Where You Love.

COMPASS

Open Saturday and Sunday

Just Listed

133 Lombardy Lane, Orinda

4 Bed | 3.5Bath | 3112 Sq Ft| 0.34 Acre
$2,550.000

133LombardyLane.com

3347 Helen Lane, Lafayette

4 Bed | 3.5Bath |2,341Sq Ft | 0.24 Acre
$1,440,000

3347HelenLane.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

Compass s a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal. accounting or
other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

BRYDON & IVES

FELAL FETATE THAM
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Storybook Charm,
BIG Mt. Diablo Views &
Orinda Schools!

! Tara Rochlin
925.586.3442
tararochlin@gmail.com
DRE 01330630

5 Hartford Road, Orinda
3Bed 3 Bath 2,801SqFt

See Virtual Tour at TaraRochlin.com

1.21 Acres °
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Potential thieves check for unlocked doors, seen here in

surveillance photo.

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Police Department

has warned residents time and
again to lock their cars and
store all valuables out of sight,

yet the advice continues to go
unheeded by many. The most
recent string of thefts, taking
place over a period of almost
two months, has yielded a sus-
pect thanks to clips of video
recordings sent to MPD by
citizens.

Criminal charges have been
filed against Angelina Jaimes,
22, of Concord who according to
MPD Chief Jon King is involved
in other theft cases in the Lam-
orinda area.

“Jaimes was arrested on a
warrant stemming from
Lafayette Police Department
charges. We will be seeking
charges against her for crimes
in Moraga,” King stated. “No
other arrests have been made.”
She has been connected to

nearly 20 different thefts in
Moraga alone, during one of
which a garage door opener
was used to gain access into a
garage. “Jaimes told officers
that she regularly goes out
looking for unlocked vehicles
from which to steal things,”
King added.

Crimes of opportunity, such
as this, come as a result of neg-
ligence and are on the rise in
Moraga. MPD is compiling Jan-
uary statistics, and King con-
firmed, “It appears that prop-
erty crimes have increased over
the same period in 2019.” If the
town is seen as an easy target
by thieves, King says it could
invite additional crimes in the
form of residential burglaries.

Besides making sure to lock

cars and homes, remember to
hide items such as gym bags,
purses, wallets, keys, brief
cases, phones or laptops in se-
cure places like a trunk. Visible
garage door openers can give
thieves not only entry into your
garage but your home if also
unlocked. Pay attention to any
strangers in your neighborhood
prowling around cars or homes
in the middle of the night.

“All of these crimes are
easily prevented by residents
locking vehicles and ensuring
that valuables are not left unat-
tended in vehicles,” King
concluded.

If anyone has any informa-
tion or notices any suspicious
activity contact MPD at (925)
888-7055.

Moraga awards construction contract for new Canyon Bridge

By Vera Kochan

For nearly three years drivers,
bicyclists and pedestrians have
become accustomed to the
workings of the temporary
bridge and the very minor in-
convenience of having to wait
their turn to cross it. Good
things come to those who wait.
The Moraga Town Council
voted unanimously to award a
construction contract for a new
Canyon Bridge during its Feb.
26 meeting.

April 2017 saw the old
bridge’s closure due to land-
slide damage. The current tem-
porary bridge was installed by
November of that year. Addi-
tional delays to construction
occurred during the East Bay
Municipal Utility District’s 2019

landslide and subsequent liti-
gation events.

Moraga’s Public Works Di-
rector/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp additionally requested
the town council to authorize
funding to “increase the Design
Professional Services Agree-
ment for civil engineering ser-
vices with NV5, Inc. (Walnut
Creek) in an amount of
$202,793.” This increase is an
amendment to the original
contract and involves such
things as environmental moni-
toring, design changes during
bid process, preparation of
documents required by envi-
ronmental permits and risk
management analysis. The
town’s cost would amount to
$25,795 from Fund 210-
Measure | after reimburse-

ments contingent on California
Department of Transportation
approval.

Because the town has no
inspectors on its payroll, Knapp
also requested the town council
to “increase the construction
management services, includ-
ing construction engineering,
inspection and material(s) test-
ing for the construction of the
Canyon Road Bridge Replace-
ment Project with Harris and
Associates, Inc. (Concord) in an
amount of $22,100 contingent
on Caltrans approval.” Both
resolutions were unanimously
approved.

As far as choosing a bridge
construction company, staff’s
most recent engineer’s estimate
of costs had increased to
$7,332,740 with an overall con-

Moraga Valley

Swim & Tennis Club

Come Join

Memberships Available

Enjoy a beautiful, park-like setting including a six lane lap

pool with shallow play and deep diving areas, as well as a
separate baby pool. Work on your serve on our Har-Tru
clay tennis courts or newly surfaced hard courts. Join in on
Learn-to Swim lessons, Competitive Swim Team, Masters
Swim program, and year-round Adult and Junior Tennis
Programs taught by USPTA certified coaches.

Camp Marlin summer camp available
for kids ages 5-11 who participate in
our swim or tennis programs.

SWIM TEAM

EST. 1958

moragavalleypool.org

email:membership@moragavalleypool.org
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Evening commute on Temporary Canyon Bridge into Moraga

struction budget of $8,177,673
(including 15% contingency).
The increase was a result of in-
flation and having to relocate
the new bridge farther away
from existing landslides.

The town extended the
bidding period two months to
allow for more competitive
bidding and any project ques-
tions/answers from bidders.
Eight contractors submitted
bids, half of which hovered
close to each other’s estimates.
Bridgeway Civil Constructors,
Inc. (Bridgeway) came in with a
bid of $7,111,020 (lower that
the engineer’s estimate).

While Bridgeway is a four-
year-old company, its staff has
many years of experience in
the bridge construction indus-
try with projects involving local
portions of the 680 freeway.
The company’s president and
key staff members worked for
Meyers and Sons - the contrac-
tor for the temporary Canyon
Bridge.

After assessing what funds
are available through Caltrans
and the federal Highway Bridge
Program, staff will present a
cost breakdown of Moraga’s
share to the town council on a
future agenda.

Knapp also discussed a
bridge construction timeline
during the town council meet-
ing. A pre-construction meeting
will take place in mid-March.
Later in the month a survey of
Temporary Construction Ease-
ments and Right of Way is ex-
pected along with environ-
mentally sensitive species relo-
cation. April will see the con-
struction of Phase 1 (one lane
of the bridge). The removal of
the temporary bridge will take
place in November followed by
a work suspension during the
winter months. Construction of
Phase 2 (the remaining lane of
the bridge) is expected to begin
April 2021 and continue to its
completion in November.

Hacienda’s ADA Restroom
Installation Project begins

this spring
By Vera Kochan

The Moraga town council has
unanimously authorized
awarding a contract to Plazo
Construction of San Pablo, to
complete the installation of an
Americans with Disabilities Act
restroom at the Hacienda de
Las Flores, located at 2100
Donald Dr. The restroom will
be located beyond the Fireside
Room near the Dance Room.
In October 2018, the town
council had authorized the
pursuit of Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds to
complete ADA improvements
by allocating $24,000 in Capital
Improvement Project funds.
In December, Town Man-
ager Cynthia Battenberg was
given authority by the town
council to execute a CDBG

agreement with Contra Costa
County that included $47,000 in
CDBG grant funds for the com-
pletion of the project.

During the town council’s
Jan. 22 meeting, the lowest bid
in the amount of $70,801 was
awarded to Plazo along with
the authorization for Batten-
berg to execute the construc-
tion contract for $84,961, which
includes a 20% contingency.
The project’s construction cost
isincluded in the Fiscal Year
2019-20 Adopted Capital Im-
provement Program Budget
which includes $103,000 in to-
tal funding for the ADA Re-
stroom Project.

Construction is scheduled
to begin this spring. According
to the contract, the work is ex-
pected to be completed within
45 working days.
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Town council reacts to proposed

This landscaping will pass inspection

By Nick Marnell

Fire Chief Dave Winnacker
brought his road show to the
Moraga Town Council Feb. 26
as he presented highlights of
a proposed fire code that the
chief hopes to become effec-
tive in time for the 2020 fire
season.

Winnacker explained
that the proposed code con-
fronts the 21st-century reality
of frequent and savage wild-
fires that have roared
through California the past
few years. He called the up-
dated code a logical response
to that phenomena, similar to
how communities adjusted
their landscaping after many
years of drought. “Semirural
means overgrown,” the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
chief said of the character of
the community. “We have to
make changes to our
landscape.”

The council members
and a handful of town resi-
dents pushed back against
many of the same issues that
had arisen during previous
public meetings, though un-
like at the Orinda council
meeting, no major concern
arose over the chief’s pro-
posed code designation of the
district as a Wildland Urban
Interface (see story on page
Al).

“It is for the purpose of
developing more restrictive
building codes for construc-
tion,” Winnacker said. “Noth-

ing about this will change in-
surance rates or coverage.”

However, the fire code
requirement for a 2-foot air
gap between the ground and
within 2 feet of structures,
and the ban on the use of
combustible materials — in-
cluding mulch - within 2 feet
of a structure, raised alarms.
“I think you have highly un-
derestimated the cost of im-
plementing this,” a resident
said, while Council Member
Roger Wykle warned of trou-
ble down the road if there
was no outreach and educa-
tion regarding those require-
ments. “We’re sure going to
hear about this when it is
adopted,” Wykle said of the
fire code.

The requirement of a fire
inspection for real property
transfers irked Council Mem-
ber Renata Sos, complaining
that it would add an extra
step to a real estate transac-
tion. Other topics broached
included the cost of adding
sprinkler systems and how
the new code complied with
the California Environmental
Quality Act. “We shouldn’t be
imposing CEQA requirements
on our residents,” Mayor
Kymberleigh Korpus said.

But the overall tone from
the council members rang
positive. “You’re never going
to be able to please every-
body,” Council Member Steve
Woehleke said. “This is a rea-
sonable proposal, and it’s
better than not doing
something.”

Korpus agreed. “I think
we have to do it, and you
have my support,” she told
the chief.

After any adjustments,
the proposed code will come
back to the council for ap-
proval, likely in March or
April.

Photo provided

Nominate a 2020 Moraga Citizen of

the Year

It’s time to nominate a person you think should be Moraga’s

2020 “Citizen of the Year”.

This year’s Selection Committee consists of 2019
Citizen of the Year Fred Weil and representatives from the
event’s four sponsors: The Lamorinda Weekly; The Moraga
Chamber of Commerce; Saint Mary’s College and the

Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley.

The basic criteria for selecting this year’s Citizen of

the Year are:

1. The nominee should have given of their time, talent and
energy to help make Moraga a vibrant community - one
where people want to live, work and shop;

2. The nominee’s body of work should have helped to bring
our community together and made us proud to be Moraga

residents;

3. Please include specific examples of your nominee’s

contributions to Moraga.

4. Nominees must reside in Moraga. Paid public officials,
current members of the Moraga Town Council and other
current elected officials are not eligible;

Email your nominations to

nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or send them to:
“Moraga Citizen of the Year Nominations”, Lamorinda
WeeKkly, PO box 6133, Moraga CA 94556.

An optional, directly downloadable, easy-to-fill-in
Nomination Form is at: http://bit.ly/2020Moraga

The deadline for receiving nominations is March 25.
The celebratory dinner honoring this year’s Citizen
of the Year will be held on Saturday, May 2 at Saint Mary’s

College Soda Center.

Town Council

Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community Meeting
Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission: Monday, March 16, 7 p.m.

Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Park and Recreation Commission: Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Moraga School District Board Meetings Thursday, March 10, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Auditorium, 1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Ages 13-15

PARKS & RECREATION

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Realtor

93 Moraga Way

Orimda, CA 94543
0256081452
Linda@LindaEhrich.com

wiww, Lindaehrich.com
DREs D1 3300%8

LINDA EHRICH
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Bay A
C\(D Green?ff:uggsﬂ, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556
Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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dana@danareedyhomes.com
17 Cedarbrook Court

DRE 01880723
4 Bed 2++ Bath 2,886 Sq Ft
Representing Seller

ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
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246 Valleton Lane
4 Bed 3 Bath 3,875 Sq Ft
Representing Buyer

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamarindafloors.com
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Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
community. Send a letter
to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Council gets an update on the police drone

By Sora O'Doherty

Police Chief Dave Cook up-
dated the city council at its
Feb. 18 meeting on the drone
that was purchased last year
for the Orinda Police Depart-
ment. Since its inception last
year, the department’s small
Unmanned Aerial Systems
(Drone) program “has
proven to be a valuable as-
set” in enforcing laws and/or
protecting lives, according to
Cook.

Officer John Scanlon,
who pilots the device,
showed the council members
the department’s drone, in-
cluding its controller and at-

tachments that are important

to public safety, such as the
camera, a spotlight and a
speaker that can broadcast
the voice of the drone opera-
tor or a prerecorded mes-
sage. The camera can be
switched between daylight
and infrared, which Cook ex-
plained is incredibly impor-
tant in detecting differences
in surface temperatures, no-
tably body or engine heat.
The drone comes with an ex-
tra battery and is capable of
20 minutes of flight time.
Orinda's program was
started last year after former
Police Chief Mark Nagel was
authorized by the council to
purchase the DJI Mavic 2 En-
terprise drone for use by the
police department. The de-
partment also trained two
drone pilots, certified by the
Federal Aviation Administra-

tion. The program's startup,
including initial equipment
purchase and FAA certifica-
tion of the pilots, cost around
$4,300 and was funded by
community donations. Cook
said ancillary costs to his de-
partment to date, associated
with ongoing training and
equipment maintenance,
have been small.

Cook presented exam-
ples of drone photos of a
Santa Rosa fire which
demonstrated how drones
can be used for post-disaster
mapping. The drone is also
used for over-watch of officer
safety, scene preservation
and documentation, suspi-
cious devices, evaluating
hazardous materials inci-
dents, search and rescue
missions, recovery of post
incident damage assessment,
and training events.

The Orinda drone has
been used on a swat team
call out of a barricaded sus-
pect in Tara Hills, to search
for a suspect who fled from a
vehicle in Pleasant Hill, in
the Oakley Bethel Island
fires, to search for people af-
ter a boat sunk off Pittsburg,
and to gather crime scene
photos after a homicide in
Bay Point. In Orinda, drones
have been used to document
the crime scene after the
Airbnb party shooting on
Halloween, on two occasions
to search for suspects who
fled from a vehicle in Wilder,
to search for elderly missing
residents from Irwin Way,

and a swat callout on Hall
Drive. Most of the missions
for the Orinda craft were to
assist outside agencies; most
of the missions in Orinda
were flown by other craft.
Recently, he said, drones
from the team were deployed
in Orinda to assist in the
search and rescue of suspects
who had run from the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol after a
pursuit. On another call, a
craft was used to help with
the documentation of a traf-
fic collision, in which an
Orinda resident was gravely
injured. Additionally, when
the Central County SWAT
team assisted the Walnut
Creek Police Department
with taking an armed sus-
pect into custody in the city
of Orinda, the small un-
manned aircraft systems
team used drones to provide
continuous, vital information
to command staff, Cook said.
The use of drones can
help the department provide
safety overview for officers
searching for suspects, ex-
amine suspicious devices
without putting officers in
harm's way, evaluate haz-
ardous materials from a safe
distance, document crime
scenes, and conduct search
and rescue missions of miss-
ing or lost persons, according
to the police chief.
Reaffirming that the
drones are not used for
things like routine traffic
stops, "The drones are ab-
solutely not day-to-day tools

of enforcement," he told the
city council, adding "they are
generally fairly specialized,
but enhancement of officer
safety, especially, cannot be
overstated.” Council Member
Nick Kosla said he was ini-
tially concerned with how
the drone would be used but
he now recognizes that the
program is well worth the
cost and assists with en-
forcement and officer safety.
Vice Mayor Amy Worth
thanked Cook for his presen-
tation and especially for
showing examples of its use.

Orinda’s drones have
been used on several occa-
sions in support of other
agencies and most missions
in Orinda were flown by
craft from other agencies,
Cook said. Trading resources
has been more efficient and
effective, he added. Pilot Of-
ficer John Scanlon noted he
has used the drone on Irwin
Way where elderly folks have
walked away and has found
it to be successful.

In moving forward, OPD
requests the council’s con-
tinued support of the pro-
gram. The maintenance of
the drone is fairly insignifi-
cant. Pilots attend training
monthly and minor equip-
ment must periodically be
replaced. Eventually, the de-
partment hopes to take ad-
vantage of technological ad-
vancements to allows video
taken by the drone to be cast
to another location.

After failed pilot employee parking
program, Orinda opens spaces to

commuters

LS -
L=

L e

A

& -"i Santa Maria Way
DrindaYWay
3 H --—

Map of proposed area.

By Sora O'Doherty

Owing to the low response to
the pilot employee parking
scheme along the east side of
Santa Maria Way and Al-
tarinda Road, the city has de-
cided to offer 25 all-day park-
ing permits to commuters,
particularly those who use
the Orinda BART station.

Orinda Public Meetings

City Council
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There are 46 parking spaces
in the pilot area, so there will
still be parking available for
local employees who might
still like a permit.

The city would have liked
to restrict the commuter
parking permits to Orinda
residents, but determined
that wasn't legally permissi-
ble. Under the new pilot pro-

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
Library Auditorium,

gram, permits will cost $300
per each six-month period,
except for the first period of
January through June, which
may be prorated. A permit is
like a hunting license; it is no
guarantee of actually finding
a space. However, with the
slow take-up on the employee
parking permit pilot—only
two permits have been is-
sued—there is a very good
chance that permit holders
will find all day parking con-
veniently located across the
pedestrian bridge from the
BART station.

This latest effort is part of
the city’s response to a park-
ing study Orinda received in
October 2016. The first part of
the response to that study
was the residential parking
permit program for Brook-
wood Road. After a successful
first year, the Brookwood
Road pilot program was
adopted on a permanent
basis.

To be eligible for a per-
mit, applicants must have a
driver’s license, car registra-
tion in the applicant’s name,
and self-certification of eligi-
bility as a commuter. The pi-
lot permit program will be
administered by TurboData,
the same company that runs
the Brookwood Road pro-
gram. There will be an appli-
cation portal on the City of
Orinda web page.

Downtown Planning Discussion
Council Subcommittee

Special Meeting March 25, 5:00 PM

Wilder hires private

security

Entrance to the Wilder community

By Sora O'Doherty

Following several incidents of
crime in Wilder, the resi-
dents’ homeowner associa-
tion has decided to conduct a
test of using a private security
firm. Begun on Valentine’s
Day, the test features private
guards who will patrol Wilder
several times a day. After six
months, the HOA will decide
whether or not to continue
with the service.

Wilder HOA President
Greg Schwartz attended the
recent Orinda mayor’s liaison
meeting. He spoke of a high
speed chase that ended in a
home invasion in Wilder in
January. Police Chief David

Photo Andy Scheck

Cook has also reported that
there have been two calls for
drone assistance in Wilder.

In other Wilder news,
Schwartz reported that the
problem with large trucks us-
ing the Wilder offramp as a
staging area, involving
overnight stays with accom-
panying nuisances including
use of the roadside as toilet
facilities, for meal prepara-
tion and even prostitution,
has been largely solved.

As spring approaches,
Schwartz reported that there
has been an increase in use of
the ball fields and hiking
around Wilder. Landscaping
improvements are also
underway.

Orinda Union High School District Board Meetings

Monday, March 9, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting

Orinda Library, 26
Orinda Way

Sarge Littlehale Community Room
22 Orinda Way City Hall Orinda

8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Library Auditorium, Orinda
Library, 26 Orinda Way

CRINDA
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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www.honestrodentproofing.com - padent Proofing
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Integrity

GLOBAL
LUXLURY

Why Now is a Great Time

to Sell a Home!

Buyers are back - open houses are well attended.
Lamorinda January sales increased significantly over 2019.
Mortgage rates are stable with buyer-friendly rates.
Next year is uncertain - Now is an opportune time to move!

Call me for a free consultation and expert advice on
how to maximize the net return on your sale.

Results

Knowledge
Frank Woodward

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2019 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

CalBRE#01335916
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE]

Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Glazer responds to Orinda’s call for higher fines on

short-term rental violations

Photo provided

From left: Orinda City Clerk Sheri Smith, Police Chief Dave Cook, Council
Member Inga Miller, state Sen. Steve Glazer, Vice Mayor Amy Worth and
Mayor Darlene Gee.

By Sora O'Doherty

A bill to give cities the power to im-
pose much bigger fines on short-term
rental property owners who violate
local ordinances was introduced by
state Sen. Steve Glazer at the request
of the city of Orinda. Glazer intro-
duced Senate Bill 1049 on Feb. 18 in
response to last year's tragic Hal-
loween party shooting at an Airbnb
rental in Orinda that claimed five
lives. The bill was co-authored by As-
semblywoman Rebecca Bauer-Kahan.
Glazer said short-term rental plat-
forms such as Airbnb have thus far
not raised objections to the legislation.
The senator held a press conference
on Feb. 17 at the Orinda library plaza
to announce the introduction of the
proposed legislation.

Glazer said that short-term rentals
are not meant to be “party central;”
the new legislation is intended to cre-
ate "a strong disincentive" for people
to rent out houses that attract large
crowds in residential neighborhoods
and in violation of local ordinances.

Orinda officials said that they are
reaching out to other cities and to the
League of California Cities seeking
support for the legislation.

Currently, Orinda and California's
other general-law cities are permitted
to impose fines of up to $1,000 for vio-
lating local short-term rental ordi-
nances. But under the legislation in-
troduced by Glazer, the maximum
would increase to $5,000. The state's
charter cities have more flexibility in
setting fine amounts than do general-
law cities like Orinda, and the city
council has authorized a subcommit-
tee to explore the possibility of chang-
ing from a general-law to a charter
city.

Last November, the Orinda City
Council passed an emergency ordi-
nance banning "non-hosted" rentals
altogether, and placing new limits on
"hosted" venues, including requiring
stays of two nights or longer, designed
specifically to fend off one-night party
rental scenarios. The city continues to
work on developing a permanent
ordinance.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community. Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

With a global network of more than 92,000 agents in 44 countries and territories and an exclusive luxury marketing program targeting affluent
buyers worldwide, Coldwell Banker® has more connections and more ways to sell your home.

The result? Your property will reach more agents and buyers, creating more opportunities for a quick sale.

Get more than you expect from a real estate company. Contact us today.

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

The property information here in is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell
Banker Realty are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Realty. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are
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Fire district on target — and then some — at midyear review

By Nick Marnell

Few questions, and virtually
no complaints, surrounded
the midyear review presented
by the staff of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Feb. 19,
with the district financial
condition trending so posi-
tively that one board member
called for further discussion
of an increase in daily on-
duty staffing.

Administrative Services
Director Gloriann Sasser pre-
sented the board of directors
a detailed examination of fis-
cal year 2020 revenue and
expenses, which showed the
district with a projected gen-
eral fund surplus of $872,000,

50%.

Highlights of the midyear
review included a nearly $1
million increase in property
tax revenue to $22.1 million,
a 4.5% increase over the $21.1
million received last year.
Property tax accounts for 88%
of district revenue.

Commensurate with the
revenue increase came a $1.2
million decrease in expenses,
mainly due to administrative
position vacancies and a re-
duction in overtime and
strike team activity. Total
general fund expenses equal
$24.2 million, of which 89%
are employee salaries and
benefits. (The difference be-
tween revenue and expenses

were enough for the board to
unanimously vote to fund two
of its trusts with the entire
amount budgeted: $1 million
into its pension stabilization
trust and $559,000 into the
district other post-
employment benefits (retiree
health care) trust. The trusts
are used to prefund pension
costs and to reduce the dis-
trict OPEB obligation.
Director Gregory Baitx
capped the meeting by calling
for discourse on an increase
in district daily staffing from
17 to 19 personnel, with the

intent to fully staff Medic 45,
the cross-staffed ambulance
in Orinda. Three years ago,
MOFD received federal grant
funding to hire four firefight-
ers but used the money to fill
overtime positions, not to in-
crease staffing.

The firefighters union has
been frustrated over the re-
duced daily staffing model on
the books since 2013. “Our
mission statement says ‘to
provide the highest level of
emergency service’ and that’s
exactly what we are trying to
accomplish,” said Capt. Mark

McCullah, district labor rep-
resentative. “We are confi-
dent this board will finally do
the right thing for our
community.”

The district has declined
to increase daily staffing to
19, citing additional annual
costs of between $1 million
and $1.4 million, though the
board voted in 2014 to tem-
porarily raise staffing during
that year’s fire season be-
cause of the drought. The
staffing issue is expected to
come back to the board on
March 25.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Fire District Public Meetings

ConFire

Board of Directors

bringing the district reserve does not gel with the surplus Board of Directors gy, Tuesday, March 10, 1:00 p.m.
balarglcegto $8.7 million. The because the district reclassi- Wednesday, March 25, 7 p.m. :"\__-;5-"’“ g, | Board Chamber Room 07,
reserve balance projects at fied more than $1 million of Go to the website for meeting = e Administration Building
35% of general fund revenue fire flow tax revenue out of location, times and agendas. s, Fo 651 Pine St, Martinez. .
exceeding the district policy " the general fund.) Visit www.mofd.org T For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org
of 17% but short of the goal of The numbers presented
Letters to the editor
The Campo Season That Could erning body to update district- would receive a design level project. shared by the few residents of
Have Been wide sports policies. Take meet- conceptual plan, and after public The plan does nothing to each private road with no assur-

The Campo varsity soccer season
ended in disappointment last
week. But the real let down was
the lack of transparency and
leadership about how the inci-
dent of 8 November last year at
Campo was handled.

I wanted to provide a per-
spective into what happened and
give the removed players and the
fired coach a voice - since the
school and AUHSD administra-
tion haven’t. The incidents of
that night were investigated by
law enforcement authorities who
found no wrongdoing. This case
closed long ago, because there
never was one to begin with.

We moved our family here
like many parents in this com-
munity, for the quality of the
schools. Campo has a great repu-
tation because of the leadership
and administration, and I'm
grateful for the work they do.
There’s something for everyone
there. Unfortunately, that in-
cludes hazing in some sports
programs. Multiple sports. Mul-
tiple seasons. Multiple years. It
didn’t begin with soccer and
doesn’t end there -- because we
have failed to fix the culture that
created it.

The way this incident was
handled and the way these stu-
dent athletes have been treated is
that very culture exposed. Ru-
mor and gossip fill the void of
communication. Little trans-
parency from leadership. Re-
move players in one sport and
turn a blind eye to hazing in oth-
ers. Fail to act as an AUHSD gov-

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police

Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Jan. 26 - Feb. 8
Alarms 62
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 14
Traffic 113
Suspicious Circumstances 6

Suspicious Subject 31
Suspicious Vehicle 19
Service to Citizen 66

Patrol Req./Security Check 45
Pubic/School Assembly Check

—_

Supplemental Report 32
Vacation House Check 31
Welfare Check 9

Vehicle violations

Auto Burglary
3500 Block Moraga Blvd.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Dewing Ave.
20 Block Lafayette Cir.

Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Terrace Way
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
1100 Block Sierra Vista Way (2)
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3200 Block Judith Ln.
Lafayette Cir./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving

ings with parents trying to help
but do nothing.

Did some of the players
break school rules that night?
Yes. Should they have been disci-
plined? Yes. Should police have
investigated? Maybe. I don’t
question any of that. What I
question is why the entire team
was punished for the actions of a
few. Why they were subject to
cyber-bullying off the field and
S0 many injuries and taunting on
it. Why the administration used
this incident to cover-up years of
inaction. And why, in an educa-
tional setting, we missed the
learning moment it presented to
keep it from happening again.
Every Campo athlete should
learn something from this but
won’t. And that’s the biggest loss
of the season, and maybe the
year.

Keith Pearce
Moraga

Orinda’s Streetscape Folly

The consultant’s draft
Streetscape Master Plan
(https://city-
oforinda.app.box.com/v/Connec-
tOrindaDraft ) should be re-
jected, because it does not de-
liver what we were promised we
would receive in return for
$300,000 of taxpayer funds plus
substantial city staff time.

This Plan was funded by a
$250,000 CCTA grant of taxpayer
money plus $50,000 of Orinda
matching funds. The City
promised the CCTA that we

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Reliez Station Rd./Glenside Dr
Mountain View Dr./Crescent Dr.
Quandt Rd./Woodborough Rd.
Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Aileen St.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Happy Valley Rd./Baker Ln.
Stolen Vehicle Recovery
3600 Block Deerhill Rd.
Tc - Minor Injuries
Pleasant Hill Rd./Wb Sr 24
Vehicle Theft
1000 Block Carol Ln.

S Thompson Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Dewing Ave.
Counterfeit

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Embezzelment

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Grand Theft

1000 Block Carol Ln.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Panhandling

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3500 Block Brook St.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3100 Block Linda Vista Ln.

3300 Block Ameno Dr.

3200 Block Beechwood Dr.
Robbery

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Robbery Armed

3400 Block Golden Gate Way
Shoplift

3800 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1St St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbance-fight

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd. (2)
Harassment

1200 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

10 Block Gladys Ct.

3400 Block Lana Ln.
Loitering

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Party

3100 Block Somerset Dr.

10 Block Fallen Leaf Ct.
Phone Harass

3600 Block Robertson Rd.

hearings, “DESIGN DOCUMENTS”
consistent with the conceptual
plan and a FINAL “Downtown
Orinda Streetscape Master Plan.”
(https://www.cityoforinda.org/
DocumentCenter/View/2614/
Contra-Costa-Transportation-
Authority )

It now turns out that we will re-
ceive none of the above. The
Draft ConnectOrinda Master Plan
bears little resemblance to what
the City promised the CCTA we
would receive, what the RFP
(https://city-
oforinda.app.box.com/s/dl-
fu2h90979sn2w2tdcroerndgy-
movjk ) required, and what the
consultant promised to deliver.
(www.cityoforinda.org/
DocumentCenter/View/2445/
Eisen-Letunic-)

Instead of a “FINAL” plan,
we will receive an INTERIM plan
in which the consultant suggests
that further consultants be hired
to pursue future possible plans,
each at a substantial additional
cost.

Instead of “design docu-
ments,” we will receive “guide-
lines” that include “use land-
scaping” and “develop a mainte-
nance program.” (see pp. 24-25
of the consultant’s contract for
what was promised) These re-
quirements could have been de-
veloped by a group of high
school students doing a civics

address parking, in contrast to
the requirements of the RFP at
pages 9 and 13, and in contrast
to the promises of the consultant
contract at p. 25. In fact, the only
mention of “parking” is a vague
suggestion to “improve
bike/scooter parking.” (Item 4 of
the Streetscape Design
Guidelines.)

At a minimum, the Council
should require that the consul-
tant come back with something
that is consistent with what the
City promised the CCTA, and
what the consultant promised
the City, we would receive.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Private roads. Clarifications.

The residents of private roads
are requesting that their roads
be allowed to become public at a
reasonable cost to the residents.
The current city policy (59-18)
precludes most private roads
from ever becoming public. For
the rest it imposes exorbitant
costs to create a CalTrans quality
road that will last for 20 years
without maintenance. It further
requires that the older narrow
roads be widened, which in
many cases is impossible, and
many expensive geotechnical re-
ports. These expenses to be

ance that the road will become
public even if it meets all the city
requirements.

Private road residents have
already paid about $4 million to
repair public residential roads
that are just like theirs. This ex-
cludes the payments made for
arterials and collectors that we
all use. They will contribute an-
other $12 million.

We are asking for inclusion
into the public road network at a
reasonable cost! To date the city
has been unwilling to accept any
road into the public network.
The city has also been unwilling
to get any private road or drain
data that would cost very little.
They wish to pretend private
road residents don’t exist except
to pay for bonds, taxes, and
garbage truck (which cause by
far the most wear) impact fees so
that the public streets get re-
paired and maintained.

The citizens for fair road
funding want a fair deal: a rea-
sonable path to inclusion. The
city seems to want us to disap-
pear. Until a reasonable city pol-
icy is created we shall be forced
to vote against any new taxes for
roads or drains.

Charles Porges
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the
writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda
(please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words
will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Public Nuisance

900 Block Dewing Ave.

1000 Block Walnut Dr.

1000 Block Stanley Blvd

Lindsey Ct./Buchan Dr.

3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Vandalism

1200 Block Via Gabarda

3600 Block Deerhill Rd.
Other
Fireworks

Acalanes Rd./Coralee Ln.

10 Block Black Forest Ct.
H&S Violation

Reliez Valley Rd./Pleasant Pl.
K9 Outside Assist Request

600 Block Pebble Dr., Eso

2300 Block Monument Blvd., Concord

40 Block Singingwood Ln., Orinda

3400 Block Pacheco Blvd., Martinez
Mentally Ill Violent

3600 Block Robertson Rd.
Ordinance Violation

3900 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Threats

3400 Block Lana Ln. (2)
Trespass

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

600 Block Michael Ln.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.

Moraga Police

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Feb. 4 -Feb. 24

Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 91
Suspicious Circumstances 14
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 22
Service to Citizen 73
Patrol Req./Security Check 49
Supplemental Report 23
Vacation House Check 6
Welfare Check 6
Vehicle violations

Accident Property

Moraga Commons

100 Block Fernwood Dr.
Auto Burglary

10 Block Haven Ct.
Dui Misd

Moraga Commons

3700 Block Via Granada
Excessive Speed

Martinez Superior Court

Not Available

100 Block Hardie Dr.

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.

Ifo 132 Moraga Rd

Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.

Rheem Valley Shop.
Exhibition Of Speed

800 Block Camino Ricardo
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr.

Ivy Dr./Moraga Way
Petty Theft Veh Parts

400 Block Center St.
Reckless Driving

Safeway

Moraga Commons

300 Block Fernwood Dr.

Moraga Rd./Al Ta Mesa Dr.

Moraga Commons Park
Vehicle Theft

10 Block Magee Ct.

Canyon Rd./Camino Pablo
Other criminal activity
Battery

200 Block Ivy Pl.
Burglary

Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

Moraga Rd Passing Corliss

Joaquin Moraga Int School
Grand Theft

Safeway
Identity Theft

Woodford Dr./Moraga Rd.

Campolindo High School

Campolindo High School
Petty Theft

Joaquin Moraga Int School
Shoplift

Joaquin Moraga Int. School

Country Club Dr./Canyon Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

Wilder Rd./Wb Sr 24

Police Department
Harassment

Campolindo Dr At Natalie Dr.

20 Block Inverleith Terrace
Loud Music

Rheem Blvd./Scoffield

500 Block Moraga Rd.
Loud Noise

1000 Block Camino Pablo
Loud Party

Police Department

Ascot Dr./Moraga Rd.
Neighbor Dispute

Police Department
Phone Harass

200 Block Ivy Pl.

Moraga Commons Park
Public Nuisance

Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.

Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.

Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Vandalism

2100 Block Ascot Dr.

500 Block Moraga Rd.

Other
Elder Abuse
Walnut Creek Superior Court
Indecent Exposure
HWay 13/Broadway Terrace
Mentally Il Commit
Moraga Rd./Corte Santa Clara
Bank of America
School St./Country Club Dr.
2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Public Assembly Check
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Violation Custody Order
200 Block Ivy Pl
Violation Restraining Order
100 Block Corliss Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
Feb. 16 -Feb. 22

911 Hangup

Abandoned Vehicle
Accident Injury

Accident Property

Alarm False

Auto Burglary

Barking Dog

Battery Domestic Misd
Civil

Cvc Moving Detail

Cvc Non Moving Detail
Dui Misd

Medical Hospital

Missing Juvenile
Occupied Stalled Vehicle
Ordinance Violation
Outside Assist

Parking Detail

Patrol Request

Petty Theft

Phone Harass

Residential Burglary
School Assembly Check
Security Check

Service To Citizen
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Subject Stop
Suspicious Vehicle
Suspicious Vehicle Stop
Unwanted Guest

Vacation House Check
Vehicle Blocking Driveway
Walk Through

Warrant Arrest

Welfare Check
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Lamorinda takes precautions to combat coronavirus

By Nick Marnell

Local community organiza-
tions remain on alert for the
spread of COVID-19, a disease
that first appeared late last
year in Wuhan, China.
COVID-19 is caused by a
member of the coronavirus
family, a close relation to the
SARS and MERS viruses
which have caused outbreaks
in the past.

While there were no doc-
umented cases of people con-
tracting the disease in Contra
Costa County by the end of
February, a Feb. 25 statement
from Contra Costa Health
Services noted that three pa-
tients from Travis Air Force
Base infected with COVID-19
were being treated at local
hospitals in Contra Costa
County.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

The Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District, which
also dispatches emergency
calls for the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, is adjusting its
dispatcher protocols to ensure
that callers with appropriate
symptoms are queried about
travel to parts of the world
that have experienced COVID-
19 outbreaks. Alliance part-
ner American Medical Re-
sponse has premade Kits for
outfitting ambulances to ac-
commodate transport of
known infected patients, ac-
cording to Steve Hill, ConFire
public information officer.

The Acalanes Union High
School District issued a direc-
tive to parents Feb. 28. “At
this time, we emphasize the
importance of hand washing,
respiratory hygiene and ask-
ing students and staff who
have flu like symptoms to stay

925-377-0977

home, seek medical attention
as appropriate and remain
home until symptoms sub-
side,” Superintendent John
Nickerson said. CCHS Public
Health Director Dan Peddy-
cord was “not recommending
school closures at this time, or
restricting student attendance
outside of normal flu activ-
ity,” as of Feb. 27.

Catholics who are ill, es-
pecially those who suffer
from a contagious disease,
are excused from the obliga-
tion to attend Sunday Mass,
according to Helen Osman of
the Diocese of Oakland. Pas-
tors of the Lamorinda
parishes - St. Perpetua in
Lafayette, the Church of Santa
Maria in Orinda and St. Mon-
ica in Moraga - have the op-
tion to suspend community
rituals at Mass, such as shak-
ing hands at the Sign of Peace,

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Osman said.

“We are cautiously con-
cerned,” said Daniel Collier,
general manager of
Lafayette’s Diablo Foods. “We
do not want to add to a state
of panic, but we want to pro-
tect our customers, employ-
ees and the community.” The
company has ordered extra
hand sanitizing stations for
use throughout the store.

According to CCHS, the
best way to reduce your risk
of becoming infected with a
respiratory disease, such as
COVID-19, is to practice good
hygiene:

*  Wash your hands fre-
quently with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds

* Use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer when soap and
water is not available

* People who are sick
should always cover their

Page: A9

coughs and sneezes using a
tissue or the crook of their el-
bow; wash your hands after
using a tissue to wipe your
nose or mouth
* People who are sick
should stay home from work
or school until they are well
*  Avoid touching your eyes,
nose or mouth with your un-
washed hands

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention sug-
gests making preparations for
a potential period of time
when you or a family mem-
ber may need to stay home.
This would include ensuring
you have a 30 to 90 day sup-
ply of all medications, enough
nonperishable food on hand,
and pet food.

For more information,
visit cchealth.org or cdc.gov

Acalanes girls win NCS soccer championship

.. continued from Page A1l

We preached to the girls to
stay focused, keep working
hard and working for each
other and give everything
that they had and to not leave
anything on the field.”

Branson attacked relent-
lessly in the second half, con-
stantly keeping the ball in the
Acalanes side of the field.
Branson finally scored with
13 minutes left in the game,
tying the game at 1-1. With
both teams battling exhaus-
tion, there was no further
scoring in regulation.

In the first overtime,
Acalanes found their second
wind and had a number of
scoring opportunities, said
Barbarino: “In the first five
minutes we hit one ball over
the post, their goalie made a
save and we then missed one
off frame. We came out with
a lot of energy but both teams
were really tired for the rest
of the two overtimes.”

The first set of five
penalty kicks ended up with
each team scoring four goals.
From that point on, it became
sudden death which went on
for 14 more kicks, with
Acalanes making one more
penalty kick than Branson.
Adding to the tension was a
blackout on Acalanes’ 13th
penalty kick that forced
everyone to stand around and
wait for five minutes. Ironi-
cally it was two girls who had
not played in the game, junior
Olivia Parnell and senior Jor-
dan Pratt, who stepped up big
in the penalty shootout: “We
do penalty kicks after every
practice and I knew they both
were very good penalty

shooters. Ilooked at Jordan
and Olivia and told them they
could make it which they
did.” After a missed Branson
shot, Parnell ended the match
by putting the ball in the up-
per right corner of the net.

Overall on offense, it was
a team effort led by center
midfielders Ivy Souza, Gabby
Ortale and freshmen center
forward Addie Bailey. “Ivy
and Gabby were tremendous
with their decision making,
their passing, defending in
the midfield and in shutting
down Branson’s top player
which were keys to us getting
opportunities forward, said
Barbarino. “Addie held the
ball up for us by herself,
working as hard as she could,
making great passes, great
runs down the line and cre-
ated some really good scoring
chances.”

In the two seasons prior
to Barbarino’s arrival at
Acalanes, the team had a
combined record of 9-22-4. In
these past two seasons,
Acalanes had a 28-11-8
record. Barbarino came in
with a plan: “I think it came
down to creating a culture
and a place where the girls
want to come and they want
to have fun and they want to
work for each other on and
off the field. The big thing
with us is that we are family
and that’s something that I
stressed this season. You
work for your family, you
love your family and you
protect your family. If you
have that bond, on and off the
field, it will help propel you
past teams that don’t get
along as well and if you’re in
the 100th minute of a game,

the girls knew that they are
all working as hard as they
can for each other.”

There are 15 seniors that
fought through the problems
that began in their freshman
year, and Barbarino acknowl-
edged what all of them
brought to the team: “I have
to give our seniors a ton of
credit because in their first
two years, they did not have
the best experience and they
bought into the things that I
was saying. They were very
welcoming to the freshmen
on the team and they made
sure that they were involved
in everything.”

In the end it was a suc-
cessful season overall for
Lamorinda with Miramonte
(13-4-4), Campolindo (15-3-5)
and Acalanes (17-5-3) com-
bining for an overall 44-12-12
record, going 22-9-5 in league
play. Campolindo lost in the
second round to eventual fi-
nalist Maria Carillo, Mira-
monte lost in the semifinals to
Branson but provided some
assistance to Barbarino in the
championship game: “I did
speak with (Miramonte
coach) Barry McQuain (who
had lost to Branson in the
semifinals) who I coached
under as his JV and freshman
coach and he gave me a little
heads up on who to look out
for.”

Even though Acalanes
finished seventh in league
play with a 6-5-1 record, it
worked out for the best in the
long run said Barbarino: “It
was such a competitive league
that even though we finished
in seventh place, we were
only two games behind the
second place team. Every one

Rick and Janet Cronk, Lafayette
Citizens of the Year

.. continued from Page A2

“Their enthusiasm for life
and learning transcends
every aspect of all they do,”
says Douglas. “Their
charisma inspires people.”
Former Mayor Anne
Godin recalls one of the many
fundraisers held at the Cronk
home for the Cal band. “The
excitement in the air was
palpable to hear and see the
Cal band marching down
Happy Valley Road to go to
Rick and Janet’s home to rev
up the alumni for a
fundraiser,” she says. “Noth-
ing could be more exciting —
unless you went to Stanford.”
Grodin says that when
she first approached the
Cronks on behalf of the
Lafayette Community Foun-
dation for a gift to the new li-
brary she thought they would
be inclined to donate in light
of their past support of local
causes. “But their excitement
when they saw the architec-
tural model was so enthusi-
astic that they immediately
donated $1 million. Not only
did they write a large check,”
says Grodin, “but they also
got involved in helping to
raise funds for the new li-
brary.” She explains they
hosted events at their home,

made calls to solicit gifts and
took others on tours of the
construction site. “Their sup-
port was invaluable in the
building of the LLLC,” says
Grodin.

St. Perpetua Church’s
Rev. John Kasper agrees.
“Their encouraging and ‘can-
do’ spirit helps to turn wishes
and dreams into reality,” he
says. “Their support and en-
couragement have helped our
parish and school community
to grow as we've built a new
Community Center and made
major improvements to our
facilities. Rick's smile lights
up a room and you can't help
but feel affirmed and ener-
gized in his presence.”

The couple are com-
pletely humble, embarrassed
even, by this Citizen of the
Year award. Rick shrugs and
says, “We just raised our
hands.”

Both are Bay Area na-
tives. Both are Cal graduates,
who met as students working
at the Lair of the Bear, the Cal
alumni family camp and
married soon after. They
have three sons and five
grandchildren, all living lo-
cally. In 1977, following a few
years in the restaurant busi-
ness, Rick Cronk bought Bay
Area ice cream company

Dryer’s with his partner and
friend, Gary Rogers. Together
they expanded Dryer’s to be-
come the number one ice
cream company in the coun-
try.

The Dryer’s philosophy —
their positive work culture -
revolves around respect and
one of its guiding tenets is
empowerment, which Rick
brings to all his ventures, a
value he says he got from his
mother. “She worked really
hard and expected a lot,” says
Rick, adding, “It is all about
empowering people to do
more, achieve more.”

Former Mayor and last
year’s Citizen of the Year Don
Tatzin says that for all their
accomplishments, Rick and
Janet remain modest. “They
are unassuming, unfailingly
considerate and delightful
company,” he says. “At every
meeting I have with them, I
feel good about them and
they make me and others feel
good about ourselves. That is
arare and valuable trait.”

Janet says the award
means a lot to them because,
“This is our community. We
love Lafayette.”

The couple will be hon-
ored at a sold-out dinner
March 13 at the Lafayette
Park Hotel and Spa.

of our league losses was by
only one goal. Looking back
at our season, our losses were
from our own mistakes so the
girls learned what not to do in
the future games. We had
some tough losses when we
made mistakes that cost us

some games, but we learned
from the mistakes and that
helped us learn how to win
the tough games in the play-
offs. I believe that if we had
not experienced those losses,
we would not have been at
this point as NCS champions.”
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22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Ormda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

Gasoling

BREAKING BREAD

A Continuing Series of Conversations
exploring the diversity of faith traditions across the globe

Join Us on Wednesday, March 18, 2020 @ 7pm as

we explore the Coptic Orthodox Church
The Coptic Orthodox Church is one of the oldest Christian churches in the
Middle East and was the first established in Africa. Join us as we discover
the similarities and differences betwixt our and our neighbors' faith.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563
www.holyshepherd.org
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CAMEYT « FACE PAINTING « ROUNCE HOUTEY « CRAFTY

FOOD DRINKYT AND MORE
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“DESIGN » REFINISHING ® INSTAL mm-*-

925-376- 1113"

Lic B5i4083

G 3

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

SRES

M. 925.640.6008

CalBRE #00469962

experience

ANA ZIMMANK

GLOBAL LUXURY SPECIALIST

ana.zimmank@camoves.com

the difference

When it comes to your most important real
estate investments, trust the professional
who is exceeding expectations every day.
Whether you are looking for the perfect
home to suit your lifestyle or want to sell
your home for the best return, you can
count on me to carefully guide
you through the process.
Experience the difference. g T

Building
Foundations

4 © "HF e Lifting

UNDEHPINNIHG  stabil:

e Stabilizing
GENERLL CONTRACTON RIC BETeId

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERLL CENTRACTIR
LIE. BETI2E

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
j_l | Re3|dent|al Commercial * Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

; All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
sHE

Lic.#C10-631523
L

e
[ —r1"
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Professional Installation of:
* Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting * Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

James Burki
Sole Proprietor

Total Clean
Congratulates
Consuelo Orizaga

LeapFrog Plumblng

Save some WATER ‘n save some
GREEN this St. Paddy’s Day

with a re-circulating hot-

water pump. There’s one to

fit your needs (push-button,
timer-activated, full-time & more).
Tired of waiting for that hot water to |
arrive? No more water down the

drain while you wait for hot water! I

$25 OFF! &

Gas
Water

Sewer

I
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
i
i
i
| * Water Heater
| Specialist
i
I
i
i
i
i
|
|
k

any plumbing job ($225 or over)*

$100 OFF!

Hot water recirculation pump
systems & tankless water heaters.

Late model tankless water heaters have inte-
gral pumps. Contact us for more information!

* 24/[7 Service
. *Expires 3/31/20 Provided & installed by
LeapFrog Plumbing. 1 coupon per job.

~We Hop 1o It! |

Family-owned and serving
#-4 Lamorinda since 1993 I

green solutions!

: ©9377-6600 L'

920641 www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Look for our
Summer Camp Guide
in section C

Suspect in local bank robberies arrested

By Sora O'Doherty

Following a bank robbery at
the Lafayette branch of Wells
Fargo Bank, local police were
able to determine that the
robbery was connected to
earlier robberies of the Mor-
aga Wells Fargo bank branch
on Feb. 12, and the Walnut
Creek branch on Feb. 1.
Lafayette and Walnut Creek
Police arrested 41-year-old
Brendan Gray Feb. 20 at his
home in Alamo. Gray is a
suspect in a series of recent
bank robberies that have oc-

curred in Contra Costa
County.

Jimmy Lee, Contra Costa
Sheriff’s Office Director of
Public Affairs, in a statement
said that Lafayette police de-
tectives, assisted by Danville
police, the Sheriff’s Office,
and Walnut Creek police
were able to identify the sus-
pect vehicle and identify
Brendan Gray as the suspect
in the robberies. Gray was
taken into custody without
incident and was booked into
the Martinez Detention Facil-
ity on three counts of first-

degree robbery. Gray is being
held in lieu of $300,000 bail.
The Lafayette Police De-
partment has asked that any-
one with additional informa-
tion regarding these rob-
beries contact detectives at
(925) 283-3680 or (925) 299-
3234 or email Sergeant Ross-
berg at tross@so.cccounty.us.
Tips may also be emailed to
the Lafayette Police Depart-
ment at:
94549TIP@gmail.com.

MOEFD Chief pushes to sell new fire
code to councils

Image provided

Removal of mulch and combustible vegetation within 2 feet of the home is intended to
make our community safe. To see full videos showing ember caused fire in mulch, visit:
https://ibhs.org/wildfire/wildfire-demo-2019/ or https://vimeo.com/79340385

... continued from Page Al

In regards to home sales,
Winnacker believes the duty
to assure compliance with the
fire code should properly rest
with the seller, not the buyer.
Under the proposed code, an
exterior fire hazard inspec-
tion would be required, and
sellers would be obligated to
provide buyers with proof of

compliance before the close of

escrow. The chief would have
discretion to accept alterna-
tives in the event that bring-
ing a property into compli-
ance would delay the close of
the sale.

Council members were
concerned that sellers might

need their equity to live on, or

to purchase another home.
Winnacker assured them that
no-interest liens will be avail-
able for sellers to bring prop-
erties into compliance before
the close of escrow, although
those liens would then be sat-
isfied from the equity before
it would be disbursed to the
seller. Rochelle Latimer, a
resident of Orinda who also
owns property in the Lake
Tahoe area, spoke during the
comment period and reas-

sured the council that this lien

method is being successfully
used in subdivisions in Lake
Tahoe.

The revised fire code applies
differently to existing build-
ings and new buildings, and
also has provisions for new
housing developments. For
existing buildings to be in
compliance would chiefly
mean removing plants and
trees from close to the build-

ing. There was considerable
confusion about what types of
plants and trees are allow-
able, and concern about the
expense of removing large
trees in a short period of time.
Under the new code, the time
allowed to remedy noncom-
pliance would be extended
from 10 to 15 days. Basically,
for a two-foot area around
existing structures no com-
bustible materials would be
allowed, but this increases to
three feet around new struc-
tures. This includes a ban on
all forms of mulch, but would
allow green grass, bare
ground, river rock, crushed
rock or gravel. Certain plants
would be allowed, but some
would need to be trimmed up
two-feet from the ground.

Certain types of trees
would have to be removed if
within six feet of a structure
or three feet of an evacuation
route. This includes eucalyp-
tus and Monterrey pine trees.
Because of the size of the
problem, residents would be
given until 2023 to remove all
juniper and bamboo within
10 feet of a road.

The chief proposes more
stringent requirements for
new construction, which
would include major remod-
els. The proposed code re-
quires ember resistant con-
struction and exterior under-
eave sprinklers for residential
systems. The proposed code
also requires increased road
widths for new units: an in-
crease from 16 to 18 feet for
one to two new units and to
28 feet for three or more new
units.

There are 14,000 parcels
in the fire district. In answer
to a question about the viabil-
ity of inspecting all those
parcels, Winnacker said that
the vast majority can be in-
spected from the street.
Council Member Inga Miller
said that there were accusa-
tions that particular proper-
ties had been “targeted” for
enforcement, and Winnacker
agreed that two members of
the community were targeted
for their political affiliations
and that the employees re-
sponsible were fired.

Terry Murphy, former
head of the Orinda planning
commission, said that, at first,
he thought that the chief’s
plan was a case of “classic
overreach.”

“Then,” he said, “I re-
membered a burned boy who
took a year to recover. The
chief is trying to make our
community safe,” he
concluded.

Michael Brown said that
he thinks that some elements
of the plan, such as the under-
eaves sprinklers, should go to
the planning commission.
Dan DeBusschere urged the
council not to delay but to
adopt the plan, which he
characterized as reasonable,
and doable.

Vice Mayor Amy Worth
praised Winnacker, noting
that since he’s been on board,
Orinda has had much more
active fire code enforcement.
Winnacker said that his pro-
posed plan is the distillation
of his experience over the
past two years.

Lafayette’s newest public art piece
and first-ever art Walk and Talk event

.. continued from Page A3

The walk will begin at 1:15
p-m. and will visit works at
the LLLC, Plaza Park, La Fi-
esta Square, the Mercantile
Building, the Town Center,
the Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery, culminating after

about an hour and a half at
the latest public art on
Mountain View Drive to hear
Stern talk about her work.
Peacock, a five-year
member of the PAC and 27-
year resident of Lafayette
who has been active in the
arts for many years, will be

leading the tour with PAC
Vice Chair Susan Loria. Pea-
cock urges residents to “Come
see Lafayette’s wonderful
collection of outdoor art.” She
notes there are many lovely,
and often overlooked works
of public art in the city.
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Spring has sprung on Daffodil Hill

Daffodils on the hills mark

an early spring

By Vera Kochan

Punxsatawney, Pennsylvania,
has Phil the groundhog. Mor-
aga has Daffodil Hill. The
yellow blooms tell us spring
is making an early
appearance.

Moraga’s tradition of
planting daffodil bulbs in
public places goes back over
two decades. Through the
years, residents have been
able to spot daffodils planted
by project lead/organizer
Moraga Valley Kiwanis Club
members and friends along
Moraga Way near Moraga
Country Club, around town of
Moraga signs, the entrance to
Hacienda de las Flores and
on Moraga Road across from
the Moraga Shopping Center.
The current location, just
north of Moraga Commons
Park along Moraga Road, has
been dubbed Daffodil Hill.

According to Kiwanis
Club Secretary Sam Sperry,
on Nov. 30 the volunteers

planted 2,500 daffodil bulbs.
The club contributed 1,000
bulbs, Joan Bruzzone con-
tributed 1,000 bulbs and
Kenny Murakami, owner of
Moraga Garden Center
(where all of the bulbs were
purchased) contributed 500
bulbs.

In recent years, an in-
centive was added to entice
more volunteers to show up
for the annual beautification
project. Kiwanis member
Sonny Tsuboi contacted Dis-
ney requesting free tickets to
auction off during the annual
Lobster Fest fundraiser. Hav-
ing provided four tickets in
the past, two years ago “Dis-
ney changed their qualifica-
tions for tickets, now asking
groups to volunteer for com-
munity projects,” explained
Tsuboi. “I thought our annual
daffodil planting was an ideal
platform to incorporate into
qualifying for tickets. How-
ever, additional require-
ments were to include fami-
lies and kids, as well as an

Fine Jewelry Repairs
& Custom Designs

T

CG DESIGNS
Catherine Dining- Goldsmith
3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
(925) 937-9570 | www.cgdesignsinc.com

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.

Photo Vera Kochan

educational component.”
To get the free tickets,
members and their families
helped out. As word spread,
Scout troops pitched in. As
the volunteer number grew,
so did the free Disneyland
tickets available to auction
off. Prior planting seasons T

have earned 10 tickets. WALNUT CREEJK"-S PREMIER
“We had 60+ volunteers
this time, the largest group ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

yet to participate,” said
Sperry. “Twenty Kiwanians,
together with 25 children
(from Kiwanis families, some
Cub Scouts and both Boy and
Girl Scouts) and over 15 non-
member adults (mostly par-
ents of the children or Scout
leaders, but a few other com-
munity members as well).” If
the participants exceed 70
next year, the club would be
awarded 20 free tickets.

The Disneyland tickets
will be auctioned off during
the April 18 Lobster Fest. For
more information visit: mor-
agavalleykiwanis.org or call
(925) 388-0492.

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com

NPR White House
correspondent to speak

at SMC

Submitted by Andrea
Firth

Tamara Keith, NPR White
House correspondent and co-
host of NPR's "Politics" pod-
cast, the top political news
podcast in America, will be
at Saint Mary’s College to
provide the inside scoop on
the current state of the polit-
ical race, as she reviews and
connects the 2016 election to
the upcoming 2020 election,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. March 18
in the Moraga Room at the
SMC Soda Center.

Keith has been a White
House correspondent for
NPR since 2014 and has
chronicled the Trump ad-
ministration from day one,
putting this unorthodox
presidency in context for
NPR listeners, from early
morning tweets to executive
orders and investigations.
She covered the final two
years of the Obama presi-
dency, and during the 2016
presidential campaign she
was assigned to cover Hillary
Clinton. In 2018, Keith was
elected to serve on the board
of the White House Corre-
spondents' Association. Pre-
viously Keith covered Con-
gress for NPR with an em-
phasis on House Republi-
cans, the budget, taxes, and
the fiscal fights that domi-
nated at the time.

Sponsored by The Disney
Foundation and the Commu-
nication Department, the
lecture “From Backseat Lis-
tener to White House Corre-
spondent” is free but reser-
vations are required at:
www.stmarys-ca.edu/
tamarakeith.

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

JAt the UC Eye Center
seeing is believing.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:

* Pediatric Vision Care ° Eye Examinations
* LASIK Surgery ° Geriatric Vision Care ° Contact Lenses
* Eyewear Center ° Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

U

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

We are
celebrating our

25" anniversary
of making and
maintaining
beautiful smiles.
We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality
and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

VM aulous
FREE 7 pc GIFT!

Gift worth up to 116.00

With any Lancome purchase of 37.50 or more

Offer good while supplies last.
One gift per client, please.

Gift Dates: Now thru 3/15/20
Choose Your Eye & Night Moisturizer Duo
VISIONNAIRE NUIT Multi-Correcting Gel-In-Oil and VISIONNAIRE YEUX

EYE ON CORRECTION™ Multi-Correcting Eye Balm
RENERGIE LIFT MULTI-ACTION Lifting and Firming Eye & Night Creams

Receive
BLUSH SUBTIL Powder Blush in 347 Blush Liberte
COLOR DESIGN LIPCOLOR in 126 Natural Beauty
DEFINICILS High Definition Mascara
BI-FACIL Eye Makeup Remover
TOTE BAG in Your Choice of Coral or Blue

Your perfect foundation match awaits. Ask for a free 10-day sample

LANCOME

PARIS
Available In Store Only www.mccaulous.com
Lafayette Montclair Auburn

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

AN ;
AUD.. CCO-A FAAA L MORINDA g

AUD TOLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR
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WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

MKNH NASIUM

The Math Learning Center

Wednesday, March 4, 2020
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING

& HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only.

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com
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Careful reading of your financial aid

award letters will pay off

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

College acceptance letters are
often followed by more good
news: financial aid award
letters.

Ideally, your financial aid
award letter should be orga-
nized so that you know:

* The estimated total cost of
attendance for the school.
This covers tuition, fees, room
and board and estimated
charges for books and other
incidentals (examples:
clothes, entertainment, com-
puter, software, health insur-
ance and transportation).
Carefully review the college’s
estimated costs for inciden-
tals. Compare their estimates
with the amount that you are
spending on these items while
your child is in high school.
Be sure to keep in mind that
transportation is highly vari-
able because it is location and
time of travel dependent.
Generally, books and supplies
for classes will likely add over
$1,000 to your total cost of
attendance.

* The grants and/or schol-
arships that your child re-
ceived. This is the portion of
the financial aid award you
will not need to repay. These
awards might be need-based,
others merit-based. Make sure
that you know the GPA re-
quirement to renew your
child’s merit-based aid; the
higher the GPA expected, the
harder it will be to keep the
money.

* The difference between
the total cost of attendance
and grants/scholarships.
These are the costs that your

family must cover through
loans or your own financial
resources.

The next part of the letter
should list options that you
may accept or refuse to help
COVer your costs.

e The amount for the fed-
eral direct student loan where
the interest is subsidized and
the amount where the interest
is unsubsidized. The subsi-
dized portion of the loan may
be as high as $3,500. The in-
terest on the loan is deferred
until after the student gradu-
ates from college and some
amount of time passes (usu-
ally six months). Your family
must pay the interest on the
unsubsidized portion of the
loan while your child is in
school. Check this link for
more information
https://studentaid.gov/
understand-aid/
types/loans#types

e The Work-Study Award.
This is the maximum amount
that the school allows your
student to earn through a fed-
erally funded work-study job.
A student might be able to
earn more someplace else,
but the Work-Study job might
be better related to their ca-
reer interests. After the first
quarter or semester, your
child can better assess what
time of work best suits her fi-
nancial needs and interests.

* Parent PLUS Loans. Some
award letters may present the
option to take out a Parent
PLUS Loan to cover up to the
total balance of your college
costs. These loans carry a
higher interest rate than fed-
eral student loans. Your fam-
ily must begin to repay prin-

cipal and interest while your
child is in school. Your family,
not the student, must repay
the debt.

If your award letters are
not organized this way, reor-
ganize them so that you can
easily compare awards be-
tween schools. It’s quite pos-
sible that the most generous
school may not be your least
cost option. And you will want
to be fully informed before
making the final decision!

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

Two SMC exhibitions highlight political
artwork and women in art over time

(= -

Image Above: Rioscape by
Sonya Rapoport, mixed media,
1962. Collection of Saint
Mary's College Museum of Art

Submitted by Britt
Royer

Two newly opened exhibi-
tions at Saint Mary’s College
Museum of Art offer a unique
look at art throughout his-
tory.

“Feminizing Perma-
nence” presents 40 historical
and contemporary artworks
by 40 women artists in the
museum’s permanent collec-
tion. The exhibit recontextu-
alizes the work, spanning
centuries and cultures, to
highlight a wide range of
themes while collectively
speaking to the contributions
of women in the arts and
their shared journeys toward
parity.

“Sign of the Times: The
Great American Political
Poster 1844-2012” explores a
variety of styles, design
trends, and printing technol-
ogy that engage visitors’
imaginations and highlight
168 years of political com-
mitments, from the 1844 race
between Whig Henry Clay
and Democrat James K. Polk
to 1960s left-wing Democratic
campaign posters of Eugene
McCarthy.

Admission is free and
open to the public Wednes-
day through Sunday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

For information, visit www.stmarys-ca.edu/museum.
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'The Cherry Orchard' in Lafayette: in
the depth of the Russian soul

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Sarah Ruby, Ted V. Bigornia, and Tim Holt Jones

By Sophie Braccini

It takes great skill to put to-
gether the rich tapestry of
human characters that are
explored in Anton Chekhov’s
work, in a way that appeals
to modern audiences without
sacrificing its depth. Town
Hall Theatre has successfully
met this challenge with “The
Cherry Orchard,” thanks to a
lovely and talented cast led
by the precise vision of di-
rector Susan Evans.

The magnificent cherry
orchard and the estate it
rests on are about to be sold.
The most prized possession
of an ancient family that
used to be powerful in that
part of Russia will soon be
auctioned to pay for the
years of debts that were ac-
cumulated through lack of
management and careless-
ness. There are options to get
out of the situation, some are
very pragmatic and require
sacrifices, other are pipe
dreams that feel good but are
not realistic. This multi-
generation drama-comedy,
set at the beginning of 20th
century is Chekhov’s last
play. Within the span of two
hours it describes the inex-
orable passage from one
world order to another by
exploring the everyday life of
a few characters. Chekhov’s
marvelous art is to make us
laugh while being touched by
human poignancy, and to
reach depth and complexity
of feelings while depicting
simple moments of everyday
life.

A changing social order
is at the crux of the play.
Forty years before the begin-
ning of the play, serfdom was
abolished in Russia, but that
social hierarchy still impreg-
nates the scene; not only
with the old servant who re-
grets the order where he was
a serf and probably had a
clear perception of this place
in the world, but as one
characters explains it, the
whole property and the for-
mer wealth of the family was
built through the labor of
this version of slavery. And
as the old order has crum-
bled, modernism is coming
in with the train from
Moscow now reaching to the
countryside, bringing along
new opportunities that some

will seize.

The orchard represents
the beauty and elegance of a
former order that has now
lost its pertinence and use-
fulness. This is one of the
most endearing charms of
Chekhov’s work: the nostal-
gic lyricism of the atmos-
phere and the language. The
feelings displayed here are
caused or not expressed
through big action, but by
the little details of everyday
life: the nostalgia created by
a bookcase, the ancient
power balance between for-
mer slave and master re-
vived by the smell of chicken
the now rich former “mou-
jik”, the arrival of the tutor of
the child who drowned. The
central element that makes
the quality of Town Hall
Theatre’s version of the clas-
sic play is in the interpreta-
tion given by the chosen ac-
tors, with emotions that are
suggested and internalized,
yet perceived by the audi-
ence. At the center of the
play is Lyubdv Andréievna
Ranévskaya, the mother who
lost a child, who is now los-
ing the house where she
grew up and can’t seem to
find in herself the resources
to fight; Sarah Ruby is excel-
lent as this central character,
bringing elegance, restraint
and poignancy to the woman
who has been through so
much but continues to be
generous and loving to a
fault.

Each of the other char-
acters embodies one type of
reaction in the face of
change. Anya (April
Deutschle), one of the two
daughters, is in love with
Trofimov, an eternal student
who represents the intellec-
tual challenge to the old or-
der. The two young people
are full of hope and ready to
embrace the future. Trofi-
mov (Jake Gleason) could be
a reader of Karl Marx and
some of his sententious com-
ments announce the Russian
revolution, just over a
decade later. Ermolai
Alexéievitch Lopakhine (Ted
Bigornia) exemplifies the
former slave who through
his ingenuity and hard work
has become very rich. He
tries to help the family
through his advice but is not
listened to. He still respects

"The Cherry Orchard" will play at Town Hall Theater
through March 21. Tickets and special events at
https://www.townhalltheatre.com/201920-season

925-377-0977

Photos Jay Yamada

his former masters, but dis-
dain and need for revenge
are just below the surface.
Varya (Heather Kellogg Bau-
mann) is the adopted daugh-
ter who dreams to join a
convent or to marry La-
pakhin; she is pragmatic but
also lost. Boris Borisovich
Siméonov-Pichtchik (Mick
Renner) is a family friend
and also a landowner who is
on the brink of financial dis-
aster and dreaming of
miraculous rescue. Léonid
Andréievitch Gaiev (Tim Holt
Jones) is Lioubov’s brother,
even more extravagant and
immature than his sister.
Firs (Tom Relly) is Gaiev’s
frail and aging servant
whose decay symbolizes that
of the old order.

Director Evans noted
that, as THT artistic director,
she chose a newly released
version of “The Cherry Or-
chard” that was unearthed
by scholars who found the
original text before the first
Russian director,
Stanislavsky, made cuts in
1904 for its premiere, despite
the author’s protest. Chekhov
called his play a comedy, and
this primordial version has
more comedic element than
that of the one that has uni-
versally been played since
the first public performance.
Chekhov aficionados and
first-time viewers alike will
enjoy the playful version of
one of the most emblematic
Russian theatric texts.
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3645 Mt. DIabIO BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

Feel confident

when you
smile!

Permanent whitening and reshaping teeth with
veneers and straightening teeth with Invisalign.

Call today
for your
free

Before

consultation.

925-283-1220

After

No pain or removal of painful tooth structure
and proven to last 20 years in an on-going study.

!

Victoria Dillingham, D.D.S.
Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

915 Village Center
Lafayette
www.dillingham.com
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Russell Johnson
July 2, 1919 — December 12, 2019 Resident of Lafayette

Russell Johnson peacefully left this world at 100 years old.

Born in Idaho Falls, he was the descendant of Swedish
immigrants. The family moved to Berkeley, where Russ graduated
from Berkeley High School.

Russ was a lifelong tennis player. He attended UC Berkeley,
majoring in Economics, then went to work for IBM. When World
War II came along, Russ enlisted in the US Army, and saw combat
in Germany, attaining the rank of Master Sergeant. When the war
ended, he attended the University of Dijon and studied French.

Returning to the States he was rehired by IBM and worked
in Oakland and San Francisco as a salesman. There he met Betty
Thompson, a fellow IBM employee, whom he married in 1947.
Russ had a successful career with IBM, always making quota,
selling large computer installations to the Federal Government, the

US Military, the Post Office, and Ames Research Center in Sunnyvale. Russ, along with his family,

the country and around the world, each move a promotion: Phoenix,

Washington DC, Germany, Denver, Tacoma, New Zealand, and finally back to the Bay Area, settling
in Lafayette in 1966. Both Russ and Betty were faithful members of St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church in
Lafayette until the end of their lives.

Russ became President of the Lafayette-Langeac Society. Langeac, France is the sister city of
Lafayette and home of the Marquis de Lafayette, American Revolutionary hero. Russ and Betty also

erect the statue of the Marquis in Lafayette Town Square, and the

construction of a city Petanque court for the French bowling sport.

After retiring from IBM, Russ and Betty travelled extensively, with hiking tours in France, a
house exchange in Paris, and several cruises. Betty was a gourmet cook, and Russ created a beautiful
garden that he tended passionately. Betty and Russ entertained frequently at their comfortable and
elegant Lafayette home. After Betty’s death in 2010, Russ wrote his autobiography, “My Life with
Betty.” Two years later, Russ moved to Piedmont Gardens senior community. There he met Amity
Buxton, with whom he travelled to Paris at age 95.

Russ is survived by his daughter Janet Brown of Derwood, MD, and son Christopher Johnson of
Pleasant Hill, CA, as well as four grandsons and four great-grandchildren.

Russell Johnson had a phenomenal memory for past events and a terrific sense of humor. He was
an engaging storyteller, an affable companion and friend to many, with an easy smile and charismatic

and graceful manner. Russ retained relatively good health, a razor sharp mind and superb hearing to the
end of his life: a life full of success and good fortune. Lucky in love, skillful in business, blessed with
the love of his family and friends.

Tim Holt Jones and Sarah Ruby
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ART

Moraga Art Gallery presents a
new art exhibit and reception at
the reopened gallery: “Kaleido-
scope” through April 4. For
more information, visit the
gallery’s website: https://mora-
gaartgallery.com, or call (925)
376-5407 or email
moragaartgallery@gmail.com.

Valley Art Gallery’s new show
“Joel Summerhill’s Wild Jazz 5”
runs through March 13. See
Summerhill’s watercolor jazz
animals. Reception from 4 to 6
p.m. on Feb. 15. www.valleyart-
gallery.org; (925) 935-4311.

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
presents “Translations: Painting
and Poetry” - Abstract work by
Rebecca Crowell and Jerry
McLaughlin through March 14.
www.jennifer
perlmuttergallery.com

Moraga Art Gallery An-
nounces a special exhibit, “Wit-
ness” through April 4, created
by member artist Judy Bolef
Miller. “Witness” is 22 feet of
collage and assemblage explor-
ing the past eight decades, giv-
ing the viewer a feel for the pol-
itics, entertainment, sports and
continuing conflicts that have

been part of our lives.
https://moragaartgallery.com

MUSIC

The Gold Coast Chamber Play-
ers present Grammy-nominated
Aizuri Quartet in “Songs and
Echoes of Home” at 7:30 p.m.
March 7 in the Don Tatzin Com-
munity Hall at the Lafayette Li-
brary, 3492 Mt. Diablo Blvd. A
special student showcase from
the SF Conservatory of Music
begins at 7 p.m. Tickets and in-
formation - GCCPmusic.com.

David Auerbach, baritone,
sings at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 22
at the OSLC Concert Series. The
program, entitled, "Standing,
Still: Stories from a Man's Life,"
presents a song cycle of tunes
from Broadway and The Great
American Songhook to tell a
story from David's personal ex-
perience, but is a story with
which we can all identify. With
Martin Morley, piano; Jonah
Cabral, reeds; and Daniel
Williams, drums. Free admis-
sion/freewill offering. Our Sav-
ior's Lutheran Church, 1035
Carol Lane in Lafayette,
www.oslc.net.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Company
presents “The Cherry Orchard”
through March 21 at 3535
School Street, Lafayette. Tickets:
$18 Previews $27-30 evenings,
$25-27 Sat. & Sun. matinees.
Discounts available for Seniors
and youth. For tickets and
showtimes: (925) 283-1557;
www.townhalltheatre.com

Town Hall Theatre is thrilled
to announce their Second An-
nual Playwrights’ CageMatch:
AMONG THE TREES at 7:30 p.m.
on March 23. Playwrights’ Cage-
Match is a chance for play-
wrights to show their stuff in an
audience-decided live competi-
tion. The only requirements for
aspiring contributors were that
the scenes had to be 20 minutes
or less, have no more than four
characters and demonstrate
gender parity. Admission for the
Playwrights’ CageMatch is $5
(free to subscribers), and tokens
to vote will be sold for $5.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

“From Reagan to Bush to Eu-
gene O’Neill Festivals,” First Fri-
day Forum will present Dan Mc-
Govern at 1:30 p.m. on March 6
in the Sanctuary of the
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive,

Lafayette. As an explanation of
the subject, McGovern served in
the presidential administrations
of Ronald Reagan and George
H,W. Bush. He is currently the
President of the Eugene O’Neill
Foundation in Danville. Re-
freshments will be served. Free.

The Second Wednesday Book
Group will read and discuss
“Killers of the Flower Moon, the
Osage Murders and the Birth of
the FBI” by David Grann at 3
p-m. Wednesday, March 11. The
World Affairs Book Group will
read and discuss “Destined for
War: Can America and China
Escape Thucydides' Trap?” by
Graham Allison at 3 p.m. Tues-
day, March 17. Both groups
meet monthly at Orinda Books
276 Village Square, Orinda. New
members welcome.

AAUW-OML (American Associ-
ation of University Women-
Orinda Moraga Lafayette
Branch) will host a panel dis-
cussion on U.S. immigration
policy and issues from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. on March 17 at the
Orinda Community Church, 10
Irwin Way, Orinda. Three ex-
perts will share information on
current U.S. immigration topics
such as the types of visas avail-
able, and immigrants’ destina-

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

oy
Lafayette United Methodist Church

955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765
Sunday 10am Worship and Faith Formation for all ages

Opportunities to Love God, Love Others,
and Serve the World

thelumc.org
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ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

R
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celebrating our faith « enriching our community + sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for 1K - 8 grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

§t Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL VWORSHIP

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in the Center for Ministry

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
Sunday Service 10:45 am

ORINDA

Community Church

g S, b e B
=

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

‘No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Centering prayer group every
Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel.

This is a form of prayer that is deeply contemplative and
focuses on absorbing the presence of God
Weekly Contemplative Worship Services
Wednesday Evenings, 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
Contemplative worship is a brief service, with plenty
of silence and weekly communion.

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

b 5‘ Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

R L 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
""I, www.stmarksorinda.org | (925) 254-5965
All Are Welcome

D)

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM

In-church Youth Zone, 10 AM Nursery Childcare
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

; ST. MONICA
m CATHOLIC CHURCH

—_ _— 1001 CAMINO PABLO, 925-376-6900

WWW.STMONICAMORAGA.COM

Mass Times: Daily Mass Monday - Friday 9:00 am
Saturday - Confessions 3:30 - 430 pm / Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
Sunday - Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
ReadingRoom/Bookstore M-F 11 -4;Sat.10-12

www.christianscienceorinda.org
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ALL ARE WELCOME
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10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

tions and effect on the U.S.
economy. Free and open to the
public. For more information,
visit our website at
https://oml-CA.aauw.net.

White House Correspondent
and co-host of NPR Politics Pod-
cast, Tamara Keith, discusses
political journalism, specifically
highlighting the 2020 campaign
and the challenging climate for
American journalism in our
current age from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
on March 18 at Saint Mary's
College. Free. Register:
www.stmarys
-ca.edu/tamarakeith

Orinda Community Church
presents a discussion forum:
Paths to Middle East Peace from
4 to 7 p.m. on March 22 at 10 Ir-
win Way. Panelists include Ellen
Brotsky (Jewish Voice for Peace)
and John Anderson, who re-
cently returned from Gaza and
works on the Presbyterian
Board on Middle East Peace. A
Middle Eastern dinner (sug-
gested donation of $12) will also
be served. Questions, visit
orindacommunitychurch.org or
call (925) 254-4906

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The Friends of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center
has an invitation to all Lafayette
students from Kindergarten to
8th grade. Here is an opportu-
nity to express your artistic tal-
ent in the form of a bookmark.
The contest entries must be
submitted by March 6. The en-
try forms will be available at the
Lafayette Library and the
Friends Corner Book Shop. The
winner’s bookmarks will be
framed and exhibited in the li-
brary and the Friends Corner
Book Shop.

OTHER

Free Tax Preparation for the
2019 tax season is available
from AARP’s Tax-Aide and
United Way’s Earn It, Keep It,
Save It (EKS) programs. Service
is provided by volunteer tax
preparers who are IRS trained
and certified. For information
on Tax-Aide sites, call: (925) 726-
3199. For information on EKS
sites, call 2-1-1 or visit
www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.

Yeah Buddy Awesome Time:
Comedy Show from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. on March 7 at Spats Berke-
ley, 1974 Shattuck Ave., Berke-
ley. Yeah Buddy Awesome Time
brings back room laughs to the
people of Berkeley. Come to
Spats to see comedians from Co-
nan, Viceland and Comedy Cen-
tral. Cost: $5. For more info see
https://yeahbuddyawesome-
time7.eventbrite.com or call
(510) 227-7477 or email
chrisjohncomedy510@gmail.com.

Welcome to Medicare is a free
class presented by Contra Costa
Health Insurance Counseling
and Advocacy Program (HICAP).
You will learn when and how to
enroll, about Medicare costs and
benefits, prescription coverage,
Medicare Advantage plans
(HMOs), Medicare Supplements
and how Medicare coordinates
with other coverage. Classes are
monthly on the second Wednes-
day from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at John
Muir Medical Center, Walnut
Creek. Upcoming dates are
March 11 and April 8. See
www.cchicap.org or call (925)
602-4163 to enroll. Materials
provided. No products sold or
endorsed.

Join the folks from John Muir
Land Trust 5-9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, March 12 for a pint at
Canyon Club Brewery,1558
Canyon Road in Moraga to dis-
cuss Painted Rock and what's
next for public access. Learn
how to get involved with the
Painted Rock Trail Building
event on May 16-17, hosted by
JMLT and Volunteers for Out-
door California (VOCAL). A por-
tion of proceeds from all beer
sold during the event will be
donated to JMLT.

The MSD and the Moraga
iKind Project present the docu-
mentary "And then they came
for us" about Japanese intern-
ment camps from 7 to 8:45 p.m.
on March 13 at the Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School au-
ditorium. Following the show-
ing, the panel members, now in
their 80s, will speak and answer
questions.

... continued on next Page
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Colorful and tangy twist on
traditional coleslaw

Blue Cheese Coleslaw

By Susie Iventosch

This is a fun twist on the tradi-
tional sweet and tangy
coleslaw, using yogurt-blue
cheese dressing instead of the
more typical mayonnaise-
based dressing. Not only is this
slaw colorful, but delicious and
pairs so well with tacos, burg-

Photo Susie Iventosch

ers, spicy wings or barbecue.
The mixture of blue cheese and
bacon gives it a great salty taste
and the toasted pecans offer a
nice crunch. I like to mix the
red and green cabbage, but you
can use just one or the other,
along with the carrots, if you
prefer. There is no exact mea-
surement for how much of the

blue cheese dressing to add, so
I'd start with about 1/2 cup and
add more to get to the consis-
tency and taste you like. Also, if
you really love the blue cheese
flavor, add extra blue cheese
crumbles when you toss it and
you’ll have an intensely blue
cheese experience!

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

& Not to be missed € Not to be missed ¢

OTHER ... continued

Double down for the
Lafayette Community Center
Foundation’s first Poker
Party! The festivities will be
held at 7 p.m. on March 14 at
500 St. Mary’s Road. Come to
play poker, visit with
Lafayetteians, learn a new
game, win fabulous prizes.
This is a night not to miss.
This event is run by the
Lafayette Community Center
Foundation and will raise
funds for its new Lafayette
Community Center
playground.

All are cordially invited to
celebrate with Saint Mary’s
College Guild St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner / Auction / Fundraiser
at SMC’s Soda Center
Saturday, 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
March 14. Featuring Rohan
Murphy Academy Irish
Dancers and The Frank
O’Connor Band. A delicious
traditional, Irish corned beef
dinner with all the
trimmings. Guinness, Harp,
wine, Irish Coffee available.
Tickets: $50 per person. Make
checks payable to: SMC Guild
and mail to: Cynthia Kelly,
628 Augusta Drive, Moraga,
94556. Questions: Call Cynthia
Kelly at (925) 388-0437.

Lafayette resident, Papa
John Kiefer, will, again, offer
workshops on “How to Raise
Your Own Chickens.” Topics
will include raising young
chicks, laying hen
maintenance, and sustainable
coop construction.
Workshops are free and will
be held in Lafayette from 1 to
3:30 p.m. on March 15.
Reservations are required.

Contact:
chickenspapajohn@gmail.com.
Location provided upon
registration.

The Real Irish Comedy Fest
from 7:30 to 9:15 p.m. on
March 15 at Lesher Arts
Center, 1601 Civic Dr., Walnut
Creek. The Real Irish Comedy
Fest showcases the best blend
of Irish comedic talent in the
United States. Accents
included. Cost: $25-30. For
more info see
http://realirishcomedytour
.com/ or email
team@funnybizz.co.

The Persian Center will be
hosting its 21st annual
Chaharshanbeh Souri from 6
to 10 p.m. on March 17 at
2029 Durant Ave., Berkeley.
Jump over bonfires to
celebrate the change of
seasons and to welcome
spring. Enjoy Persian food,
music, dancing, and
children’s activities. Rain or
shine. Free.
www.facebook.com/
PersianCenterOrg/
www.AnotherBullwinkel
Show.com 510.334.6523

Our Saviors Lutheran
Church presents Spring
Equinox Celebration at 7 p.m.
on March 19 at 1035 Carol
Lane, Main Hall. Through,
poetry, song, reflections, and
the creation of an equinox
mandala, the night will
provide you and your kids a
chance to honor the turning
of the seasons and discover a
little equilibrium in a world
that often feels out of balance.
To Donate and/or get tickets
https://lafayette-spring-equinox.
eventbrite.com

Please submit:

GARDEN

The Walnut Creek Garden
Club will hold its monthly
meeting at 10 a.m. on March
9 at the Gardens at Heather
Farm, 1540 Marchbanks
Drive, in Walnut Creek. The
topic of the March program is
“Behind the Scenes at the
Rose Bowl.” You do not need
to be a gardener to join the
Walnut Creek Garden Club.

Please join the Orinda
Garden Club for its annual
community meeting at 10
a.m. on March 19 at the
Orinda Library Auditorium.
Brenda Coffee, one of
America’s top women
Bloggers, will speak about the
joys and perils of a full and
ambitious life. There is no
charge to attend and there
will be a small sampling of
garden club items available
for your shopping pleasure.

The Moraga Garden Club
Monthly General Meeting will
be held at 9:30 a.m. on March
19 at the Holy Trinity Cultural
Center, 1700 School Street.
Goddess Gardener Cynthia
Brian will speak about Fire
Safe Landscaping with a Flair.
You should not miss this
flamboyant speaker who is
sure to inspire green and
brown thumbs alike. Free.

The Montelindo Garden
Club March meeting will be
held at 9:30 a.m. on March 20
at the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center’s Community
Hall. Presentation: Don’t Snub
the Shrubs. Speaker: Rebecca
Sweet.
www.montelindogarden.com

Events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Letters: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Opinion: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Blue Cheese Coleslaw

(Serves 6-8 as a side dish)
INGREDIENTS

1 small head green cabbage, shredded or finely chopped

1 small head red cabbage, shredded or finely chopped

2 carrots, peeled and shredded or grated

2 tablespoons olive oil

1-2 teaspoons cider vinegar

1/2 cup (plus or minus) homemade yogurt blue cheese

dressing (recipe below)

Salt and pepper to taste

1/2 cup pecans, toasted and coarsely chopped or broken

1/4 cup blue cheese crumbles

4 strips bacon, cooked and crumbled
DIRECTIONS
Place cabbage and
carrots in a salad
bowl. Toss with olive
oil and cider vinegar
and then mix in
yogurt blue cheese
dressing until
cabbage is well
covered. Season to
taste with salt and
pepper. Top with
blue cheese
crumbles, toasted
pecans and bacon.

Yogurt Blue Cheese Dressing
(Yields 1 1/4 cups dressing, and you won’t need all of this so save
it for your next salad adventure!)
INGREDIENTS

5 ounces crumbled blue cheese, softened to room

temperature

2 tablespoons white wine vinegar

2 tablespoons olive oil

1/8 teaspoon white pepper

1/2 cup plain nonfat yogurt
DIRECTIONS
In a small bowl, smash blue cheese until fairly smooth using a
fork. Stir in white wine vinegar, olive oil and white pepper.
Blend until well integrated. Add yogurt and mix well. This
makes a very thick dressing. Add more olive oil or yogurt as
desired to arrive at the dressing consistency you enjoy.
Refrigerate until ready to use.

Service Clubs Announcements

Lafayette Rotary Club

Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.
Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

March 5: March 12:
Carlos Reyes Bob Cahn
Carlos and Violin at About 95% of the Universe
His Best is missing!

www.rotarylafayette.org

www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

Lamorinda Sunrise

Rotary

MARCH WEEKLY MEETINGS

6: John Eckstrom, Shelter, Inc. CEO
13: Professor Elena Songster, Panda Nation
20: Gokul Kanna, Ingenuity: Repurposing Drugs for $Billions
27: Fred Steingraf, Member Presentation
Breakfast, Friday 7:00 a.m.

The Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA
www.lamorindasunrise.com

Come in for some comedy at Cine Cuvee in Orinda

Submitted by Tania
Sheppard

Looking for a way to get out
of the doldrums of daily life?

The first Wednesday of the
month could provide the
perfect comedic respite at
Cine Cuvee in Orinda’s The-
atre Square, which offers
free comedy at 7 p.m. in the
wine bar. Headliners at the
March 4 event will include
Marcus Williams, who is part
of the Comedy Central Bay
Area Clusterfest Showcase, Al
Moffatt, who performs with
the “Early Bird Special” com-
edy ensemble, Nicole Tran,
who is a regular on the “Kill
Tony” podcast at the LA
Comedy Store, and Jason

Toupes, who produces and
hosts “Laughs on Tap” at
Faction Brewery.

Don’t miss other events
at Cine Cuvee and Orinda
Theatre, including: Free
Movie Night at The Orinda
Theatre, featuring "Giant" at
7 p.m. Thursday, March 12;
Karaoke at Cine Cuvee at 7
p-m. Friday, March 13; and
Live at the Orinda Concert
Series at the Orinda Theatre
featuring Natalie Douglas at
5 p.m. Sunday, March 15.

For information, visit
www.orindamovies.com

Lamorinda Weekly

is an independent publication, produced by and for the

residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA
26,600 printed copies; delivered to homes & businesses in Lamorinda.
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letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Advertising: 925-377-0977, Wendy Scheck;
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
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Vera Kochan; vera@lamorindaweekly.com,

Pippa Fisher; pippa@lamorindaweekly.com,

Nick Marnell; nick@lamorindaweekly.com

Sora O’Doherty; Sora@lamorindaweekly.com

Jon Kingdon; sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Digging Deep: Cynthia Brian; cynthia@lamorindaweekly.com
Food: Susie Iventosch; suziventosch@gmail.com

Contributing Writers:

Conrad Bassett, Sophie Braccini, Diane Claytor, Michele Duffy,
Amanda Eck, Fran Miller, Jenn Freedman, Mona Miller, Kara
Navolio, Moya Stone, Margie Ryerson, Linda Fodrini-Johnson,
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info@lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga Rotary donates over
$28K to Town

Photo provided

Moraga Rotarian John Erickson presents to Moraga Mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus a check for $28,373. In background are Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg, Council Member Roger Wykle, and Vice Mayor Mike McCluer,

who is also a Moraga Rotarian.

Submitted by Gary Irwin

Moraga Rotary Club donated a check
for $28,373 to the town of Moraga at
the Feb. 12 council meeting, which
was the unspent balance of the funds
raised for the Lamorinda All-Access
Playground at Moraga Commons,
which was dedicated in 2018. Rotar-
ian John Erickson, co-chairman for the
project committee, gave a brief history
of the origination, planning, fundrais-
ing, construction, and completion of
this playground, which is the largest
privately funded gift to the town.

About $345,000 was raised by Ro-
tary from foundations, charitable or-
ganizations, and individuals, and the
town of Moraga contributed the land
for the project plus significant funds
for site preparation, parking lot and
sidewalk improvements, and other
costs around the playground site.

The idea for a small playground
was proposed by Moraga Rotarian Cliff
Dochterman, former Moraga Citizen of
the Year, as a gift to Moraga on the
50th anniversary of Moraga Rotary’s

formation, and the concept of a play-
ground for special needs was soon
guided into a playground for children
of all abilities. This concept proved to
be very popular with the community,
making sufficient fundraising possible
to build a much larger playground
than originally conceived.

The Town Council and staff were
enthusiastic supporters of the play-
ground, and offered the site at the
Commons rather than have it at Ran-
cho Laguna Park where it was first
conceived, and were very cooperative
throughout the entire process.

Moraga Rotary is a 53-year-old
service club within Rotary Interna-
tional, one of the five Clubs in Lamor-
inda, and one of about 33,000 Rotary
Clubs in about 200 countries. Regular
meetings are held on most Tuesdays at
Michael’s Restaurant in Moraga. If
you are interested in information
about Rotary, please contact mora-
garotary@comecast.net or visit the
website at moragarotary.com, or call
Brian South, president-elect at (925)
260-2143.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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CP families serve up kindness
with a warm meal

Photo provided

Camino Pablo Elementary School students and families help prepare and
serve dinner at St. Mary’s Center in Oakland.

Submitted by Cathy Chang

Several Camino Pablo Elementary
School families went to Oakland Jan.
29 to prepare and serve dinner at St.
Mary’s Center’s Winter Emergency
Shelter for homeless seniors. The vol-
unteers prepared a heartwarming and
nutritious meal from scratch. “Al-
though we only had an hour to cook a
vegetable side, grill chicken, cut fruit,
and bake chocolate chip cookies for
over 40 people, everyone, big and
small, worked hand in hand and made
magic happen,” said coordinator Cathy
Chang. “The food was delicious and
many seniors asked for seconds until
we ran out! The volunteers touched so
many hearts at the dinner.”

Since 1998, St. Mary’s Center in
Oakland has provided an emergency

winter shelter, the only homeless shel-
ter in the Bay Area exclusively for se-
niors, hosting up to 30 guests a night.
To address Oakland’s skyrocketing
homelessness rates, St. Mary’s Center
opened the emergency winter shelter
two weeks early this year. The ulti-
mate goal of St. Mary’s Center Senior
Shelter programs is to help individuals
find permanent housing.

“Special thanks to Moraga’s
volunteer-run garden farm, Camino
Pablo Elementary Garden Club and
Moraga residents, Bobbie Preston and
Leslie Nuccio, for donating abundant
vegetables and mushrooms to this
meal service project,” Chang said.

To learn more about Moraga School
District Presidential Volunteer Service
Awards, please check out
https://www.moraga.k12.ca.us/pvsa.

Miramonte student wins Lions
Zone Student Speakers Contest

Photo provided

Athena Davis, Miramonte High School
senior, with Moraga Lions Student
Speaker Contest Chair Fred George.

Submitted by Fred George

The topic for this year's Lions Club
annual Student Speakers Contest is
"Homelessness in California, what
is the solution?" The winner at the
zone level was Athena Davis, who is
a senior at Miramonte High School.
Fred George, Moraga Lions Club
Student Speech Chair, said he was
impressed by Davis' expression and
| creativity, noting it was obvious

that young people have strong ideas
about homelessness. Lions' mem-
bers are proud that they are able to
provide contestants with the op-
portunity to share their views and
speaking skills. The contest has six
levels, and this was the second
level. The winning student can win
up to $21,000 in scholarships.
There is a total of $103,500 awarded
overall in scholarship money. The
third and next level is the Regional
to be held at 1 p.m. March 28 at the
Pittsburg Lions Blind Center. Let's
hope that Davis can win the whole
thing!

Communlty Service: weare pleased to make space available when-
ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Our advertisers make our
paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home.
Please thank them and let
them know you saw their ad.

Your publishers,

Andy and Wendy Scheck

Local newspaper delivered to La-f;vyette, Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Presenting Troop 204’s 2020

Eagle Scouts

Submitted by Mika
Watanabe

Lafayette ’s Boy Scout Troop 204 will
honor 14 Scouts for achieving the Ea-
gle Scout Rank at the troop’s 67th Ea-
gle Court of Honor. Eagle Scout is the
highest rank in the Scouts BSA | Boy
Scouts of America and these Scouts
will be honored at 1 p.m. March 21 at
Lafayette- Orinda Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.

To attain the Eagle Scout rank, a
Scout must earn at least 21 merit
badges including 13 Eagle-required
badges, demonstrate leadership and
Scout Spirit, and successfully complete
an approved Eagle Service Project.
Troop 204 Eagle Scouts have also at-
tended the annual 50-mile backpack-
ing trips, including planning and
leading a trek on a nine-day trip.

Ryan Bea removed and replaced
the protective fence around the air
conditioning unit at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church. Jon Davis painted a
world map on the playground at
Lafayette Elementary School to inspire
youth interest in geography and world
affairs. Quinn Elle constructed a mo-
bile Lost and Found, metal framed
cabinet for Happy Valley Elementary.
Jack Innenberg provided Oakland
Unified School District with 17 musical
instruments through donations and
fundraising. Aidan Kim worked with

Photo provided

the All Good Living Foundation to col-
lect and distribute school supplies and
toiletries for underprivileged children
in the East Bay. Cayden Lee designed
and led construction of an outdoor
classroom workstation for students in
the Springhill Elementary School gar-
den. Michael Roux built two tables
and a Lost and Found cart for CATS at
Lafayette Elementary School. John
Shepherd created a computer lab for a
Shelter Inc. homeless shelter in Pitts-
burg. He provided handmade desks,
donated computers and peripherals,
to support job searches and home-
work. Matthew Shepherd built and
installed owl boxes throughout
Lafayette to benefit our habitat, pro-
tect the owls from predators, and pro-
vide shelter for their young. Jackson
Steele organized the Young Maker’s
Expo during the Lafayette Art and
Wine Festival, providing an opportu-
nity for young entrepreneurs to work
on their business skills. Preston Vana
collected books and donated them to
currently serving military troops and
veterans to provide them with enter-
tainment. Caleb Waechter relocated
and painted the United States map and
repainted 4-Square courts at Happy
Valley Elementary. Tomo Watanabe
restored a polluted pond at Chabot
Space & Science Center by building a
protective structure for the water
treatment system and using plants as
a natural water filter.

Look for our
Summer Camp Guide
in section C



Wednesday, March 4, 2020

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Three Campolindo winners on the podium, from left: Arine Kim, Adrian Bautista and Noah

Hamann.

By Jon Kingdon

From the start of off-season
wrestling practices, which
usually begin in April, it’s the
ultimate goal to be able to
compete in the North Coast
Section tournament, hopefully
finishing in the top three and
qualifying for the state tourna-
ment. The NCS tournament
was held Feb. 21-22 at James
Logan High School. There
were 560 wrestlers from 94
high schools who competed in
1,092 matches in each of the 14
weight classes to determine
who would move on to the
state tournament. The Girls
NCS Tournament was held at
Albany High School and for
them, the top four moved on to
the state tournament.

There were four seniors
from Lamorinda that medaled
and made it to the podium: the
boys Steven Williams
(Acalanes-152) who finished in
fourth place, Noah Hamann
(Campolindo-120) who fin-
ished sixth, Adrian Bautista
(Campolindo-113) who fin-
ished in eighth place, and
Arine Kim (Campolindo-126)
who finished sixth in the girls
tournament.

Finishing fourth for
Williams was particularly sat-
isfying as he spent the year
battling shoulder and knee in-
juries but “due to his work
ethic and athletic ability, he
was able to come into the NCS
wrestling his best,” said
Acalanes assistant coach Blake
Hedlund.

After losing his first match
to the No. 2 seed in the tourna-
ment, Williams won his next
three matches, a loss of any of
them which would have sent
him home. He then won his
next match, which guaranteed
him at least an eighth-place
finish. Unbeknownst to Hed-

Steven Williams

lund, Williams was exposed to
something in the stands and
had an allergy attack and was
taken to the local hospital to be
administered an epinephrine
treatment.

After Williams match was
pushed back, it was a race to
get him back to the meet, said
Hedlund: “After the shortest
hospital emergency room visit
ever, Steve’s parents drove him
back to the tournament and he
literally ran from the car into
the gym, put on his shoes and
singlet, warmed up for three
minutes and pinned his man.”
Williams won his next match,
coming up short in his final
match for third place, but as
Hedlund put it, “This was a
story of tremendous persever-
ance and heart against all
odds.”

Williams was generous in
acknowledging the people who
were responsible for his suc-
cess: “I give credit to all of the
coaches that I've had at
Acalanes, CYC wrestling and
most of all (Campolindo coach)
Nikko Triggas who I've known
since I was 5 when he wrestled
with my older brother. He’s
been my main coach for the
last three years.”

Bautista and Hamann both
wrestled at lower weight than
they did during the season and
it obviously was the right deci-
sion for both, said Triggas.
“Adrian who wrestled at 120-
122 all season got down to 115
to wrestle in NCS. He decided
about a month ago to drop the
weight. After practice he was
within striking range of mak-
ing the weight and he did it
healthily and was smart about
making the weight cuts. I'm
not a proponent of cutting
weight but he did it intelli-
gently and I was okay with it.
Noah, who came into the tour-
nament unseeded, lost to the
No. 1 seed and he did a great

job in the consolation bracket
to make it on the podium.”

Ohia Paris also made NCS
for the Cougars at 106 pounds,
winning his first match in the
consolation round before be-
ing eliminated, but was
praised by Triggas: “Ohia’s
only a sophomore and we’re
really excited about him for
next year. He only has to put
on some more size.”

The girls competed at Al-
bany High School and Cam-
polindo co-head coach Louis
Suba was there with Arine Kim
and five other Cougar
wrestlers, but it was Kim who
was the standout. After losing
to the No. 1 seeded wrestler,
Kim made it through the con-
solation round, only one win
away from making it to the
state tournament.

“These were the first Cam-
polindo wrestlers to place
since 2014,” said Suba. “It was
a great way for them to end
their Campolindo wrestling
careers.”

Though there were no
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Arine Kim

wrestlers from Miramonte that
were in the NCS tournament, it
was more a matter of unfortu-
nate luck and timing that kept
three of their wrestlers away.
Ryan Edmister, Shannon Lipp
and Hannah Ripper all would
have competed in the tourna-
ment but for injuries each suf-
fered just prior to the
tournament.

Miramonte head coach Ja-
son Rosiak still saw it as a pos-
itive year and one to build on
for next year: “ The season was
successful in the fact that we
had a 3-2-1 record in league
matches and we’re ready to
rebound next year with a
number of returning wrestlers
and some new wrestlers as
well that are showing a lot of
potential. Next year will be
the first time in two years that
we will have seniors on the
roster so we should have a lot
of leadership, particularly with
Ryan. He was our most im-
proved wrestler due to his ma-
turity, development and effort,
ending up the year with a 14-6
record.”

The Miramonte girls will
be led by Ripper who was 12-0
last season with 12 pins in the
first round and Lipp who was
12-3. Yahzee Mendez who was
injured early in the season is
also pointing toward making it
to NCS next year.

Triggas is already looking
forward to next year for the
Cougars: “We are losing eight

seniors this year, which will
hurt us a little bit, but our ju-
niors, sophomores and fresh-
men are really developing
well. The key will be for them
to stick around all summer
and that will be the key to our
success.”

Isabelle Lurie who was
being counted on early in the
season suffered a broken col-
larbone in her first match of
the season and Suba is also
counting on her return as
“she’s one of our most dedi-
cated wrestlers.”

For Acalanes, James
Trainer was being counted on
to make it to NCS, suffered a
knee injury that cut his season
short but the Dons are looking
forward to his return next sea-
son. “The overall team has
been coming along,” said Hed-
lund. “We’re hoping to get
about a half dozen kids in this
tournament next year and
we’re hoping to get a larger
turnout of girls next year.”

Worthy of special ac-
knowledgment is Acalanes se-
nior Reid Fellner, whose vision
is severely limited, lettered this
year, ending the season unde-
feated with a 1-0 record.

There will be more of a lo-
cal flavor to next season’s
schedules. Acalanes will now
be back in the same division
with Campolindo and Mira-
monte so there will be dual
matches with all three teams to
look forward to.
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Carter Mahaney, Campolindo
By Jon Kingdon

With all three Lamorinda
teams making it into North
Coast Section, and Cam-
polindo going on to the state
tournament, it would have to
be considered a successful
season all around.
Campolindo

Campolindo head coach
Steven Dyer has never been
one to back down from top
competition, using it as a tool
to prepare his team for league
and postseason play. The six
losses so far this year came
against Archbishop Mitty,
Salesian, Archbishop Riordan,
St. Mary’s (Stockton), Bishop
O’Dowd and Dublin. Those
teams have a combined
record of 164-36 and the
Cougars averaged losing by
only a margin of six points in
each of those games. The
strategy has been successful
as evidenced by Campolindo’s
23-1record in league play the
last two seasons, not to men-
tion a state championship.

Campolindo was placed in
the open division for the NCS
playoffs which automatically
puts them in the state tourna-
ment, despite losing to Dublin
in the semifinals. “We proved
that we belonged in the open
division as one of the top
teams in the NCS,” said Dyer.
“We were 12-0 in a competi-
tive league and had a hard
non-league schedule, defeat-
ing teams like Modesto Christ-
ian and Weston Ranch twice.
Our next step is to beat a top

Scott Ruegg , Acalanes and Aiden

Mahaney, Campolindo

team like Dublin.”

Against Dublin, whom
Campolindo played in the NCS
semifinals, they were once
again led by Aidan (20) and
Carter (2) Mahaney against
the No. 1 seeded Gaels. Cam-
polindo closed to within three
points several times with the
ball but were unable to close
it out. Still Dyer felt that the
team took away a lot from the
game: “We saw that little plays
add up. We had some mis-
takes defensively and we did
not run our offense quite as
crisply. We did not play
poorly but we did not play
great and you have to be fir-
ing on all cylinders at this
point of the year if you want
to keep winning. We were
good but you have to be really
good to defeat a team like
Dublin on the road in the NCS
open division.”

The experience gained
last year in winning the state
tournament helps, but Dyer is
keeping it in perspective:
“Every year is different. We
know the format but we’ll be
in a harder division and we
have earned that right. At this
point of the year, everything is
challenging.”

Acalanes

The award for most im-
proved team would have to go
to Acalanes, which improved
from 9-17 last year to 16-11
this past season. Head coach
Sol Henik attributed the turn-
around to both the talent and
character of the team: “Our
goal was to make NCS and we
achieved that goal. We had

great chemistry among the
players. They all liked each
other and they worked hard
every day in practice and we
got great leadership from
Scott Ruegg and Aidan Bod-
ner. I'm just really happy
about how this year went,
how all of the players came
together.”

Acalanes came up just
short in their playoff game
against Tamalpais, losing 70-
64 in overtime. With Ruegg
and Bodner getting into early
foul trouble and Joey Carrillo
fouling out in the fourth
quarter, it was too much to
overcome, particularly with
the Dons going 10 for 20 from
the foul line.

There were two freshman
that played a substantial
amount of time this past sea-
son that Henik is excited
about seeing them take the
next step as sophomores: “6’6”
Jake Davis was a really nice
surprise for us and he has a
great deal of potential to have
a great career at Acalanes.
Theo Stoll got a lot of experi-
ence playing for both the var-
sity and the JV and we’re
counting on him and Jake to
make improvements and big
contributors next season.”

With Acalanes returning
six of their top seven scorers
returning next year (minus
Bodner), Henik sees even fur-
ther improvement for the
Dons, revolving around
Ruegg, Carrillo and Jackson
Aris-Dumas: “Those are the
guys that have been with us
the longest and they under-

Matt Meredith , Miramonte

stand our system and culture.
They’re guys that want to im-
prove and get better with
leading the way. Scott loves
basketball and Acalanes. He
is a leader on the court and in
school. We will go as far as
Scott can take us.”
Miramonte

In his first season at Mi-
ramonte, head coach Chris
Lavdiotis, bringing in a new
system, made it to the semifi-
nals in the NCS playoffs fin-
ishing the season with a 16-13
record.

Lavdiotis was able to hit
the ground running due to the
character and leadership of
his senior class: “Even though
I brought in a new system to
the team, the thing that really
worked this year was that the
seniors really bought in to us.
My first goal was to establish
relationships with the return-
ing players, especially the se-
niors because that’s where the
leadership comes from. In
that regard, we put together a
pretty nice culture and our
seniors were so good, I believe
they passed it on to the
younger players and I believe
that we have gained credibil-
ity with all of the players be-
cause of the success we had
this season.”

The Matadors were
headed by senior Matt Mered-
ith who led the team in scor-
ing (13.8) and assists (2.8), but
it was the overall team effort
that Lavdiotis most appreci-
ated: “These kids studied film
and understood scouting re-
ports better than any kids I

ever coached. We were able
to usually take away the other
team’s best actions on offense.
For example, in our semifinal
game against Branson, we had
them completely stymied but
they had damn good defense
and it made it hard on us to
score as well. These guys put
in the work and we got better
and better and the last few
weeks, we were really hard to
contend with, developing a lot
of trust between the coaches
and the players and we had a
lot of fun.”

Along with Meredith, Mi-
ramonte is graduating a num-
ber of key players — Michael
Giertz (8.1), James Frye (6.0),
Quenton Breznikar (4.5) and
Nick Watson (4.4) among oth-
ers. The graduating seniors
will be missed by Lavdiotis:
“We’re losing a quiet leader in
Meredith, a vocal and enthu-
siastic, energizer guy in
Quenton, and a real lead by
example and fabulous captain
in Nick.”

The returning players for
the Matadors are Niya Ola-
bode (9.6), Ryan Schwarz (7.3),
James Frye (6.0) and Tom
Dutto (3.6). “We have a lot of
talent and size but it just
needs to develop into that
leadership role,” said Lavdio-
tis. We talked a lot about the
need for the returning guys to
not be reluctant to step for-
ward and be a voice and em-
brace it. Schwarz really grew
up as the season progressed
and his 3-point shooting was
terrific and Niyi just needs to
improve his outside shot and
be more efficient in getting to
the rim since he is so strong.
He will be a terrific player
next year.”

Besides the upper class-
men, Miramonte brought up
three sophomores at the end
of the season that Lavdiotis is
confident will be contributing
to the team next season: “Ca-
den Breznikar is a really good
player that shows no fear, Ben
Murphy is a smart and savvy
player and Andrew Sidlauskas
is a great rebounder that
shows a lot of heart and
hunger in really going after
the ball. Yes, you lose a lot of
players but if the kids that are
coming back are ready to take
over, we should be successful
next year and that’s how
we’re looking at it.”

Classified « Classified « Classified » Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Real Estate

LOOKING TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call: (925) 800-7510

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

info@discoverpropertysolutions.com m

www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

Music Lessons

Tommy Davidson’s Summer Brass Master
(lass.Group and private classical instruction
in Lamorinda schools since 2003.
ThoneTommy@Gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Custom Quality Fencing

_ 1| 9259389836

» Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,

Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim
NO JOBTOO SMALL

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com




Success for new
3 v 3 Basketball
League Format!?

LMYA Basketball wraps up 2020 season with

LMYA

BASKETBALL

3rd Grade Championship Games & Skills Competition

“l touched the ball so much and really got better. And it was fun!” beamed an LMYA 3rd grade player. The results of
the new 3v3 program launched this year for 1st-3rd graders were on full display at the end of season Skills Competition
and Round Robin Tournament held on 2/22 at JM. LMYA believes that smaller team sizes and % court 3v3 basketball
develops skills most effectively and is a really fun style of play for the kids. The players thrived in the new program!

GIRLS PLATINUM CHAMPIONS

Runner up - Dallas Wings
In Blue - Grace Wheeler, Mia Grover and Charlotte Smith

Winner - Las Vegas Aces
In Black - Evi Gratton, Juliet Lee and Paige Neufeld

GIRLS GOLD DIVISION

Runner up - Los Angeles Sparks
In Purple - Piper Allen, Emery Spires, Anna Tanner and Audrey Kawamoto

Winner - Indiana Fever
In Red - Lillian Dillon, Cameron Koch, Olivia Jagard and Sinead Conneely
(not pictured)

BOYS PLATINUM CHAMPIONS

Runner up - Charlotte Hornets
In Purple - Brad Budke and Owen Goldberg

Winner - Boston Celtics
In Green - Will Feinstein, Jason Rossetter and Dominic Quaresma

BOYS GOLD DIVISION

Runner up - Los Angeles Lakers
In Yellow - Hudson Mulford, Aidan Flowers, Theo Penn and Drew Felder

Winner - Los Angeles Clippers

In White - Caleb Worster, Kai Nath, Joaquin Young and Jaxson Wallace
(not pictured)

www.Ilmyasports.com
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Santa Maria seventh grade girls
(American) win CYO
championship

LAMORINDA WEEKLY 925-377-0977

Photo provided
Back row from left: coach Sean Hogan, Katrina White, Addi Ames, Lillie
LaVelle, Alison Sagara, Maren Thorpe, Julia Quinn-Ferguson, coach Brian
Chinn; front row from left: Megan Churchill, Natalie Frechman, Sophie Chinn
and Ainsley Hogan

American girls concluded another
undefeated season with a victory
against St. Raymond 27-19 to win the
CYO Championship.

Submitted by Marina Chinn

Coached by Brian Chinn and Sean
Hogan, Santa Maria sevens Grade

CYO Spartans win tournament

Pictured, coaches: Christopher Tritto and Henry Jai; players: Andrew

Morelli, Brennan Tritto, Cohen Pearse, Elliott Yee, Ethan Johnson, Kyden
Bronson, Mark Nakhle, Mitchell Pullen, Silas Jai and William Wei

won the CYO National third grade
boys basketball tournament in
February hosted at the NorCal Gym.

Submitted by Irene Jai

The CYO Spartans National Team

Sixth grade CYO Santa Maria
girls champions

Photo Lee O'Haver

Pictured from left: Claire Park, Clare Lenny, Kate Liu, Camilla White,
Sawyer Bohlig, Roxie Tarantino, Zara San Gabriel, Teia Adler, Sophia Howe.
Not pictured: Izzy Disston, Coach Paul Liu, Coach Paul White.

Submitted by Lee O'Haver

repeat championship for five of the
team members, who won the fifth
grade girls championship game in
2019. The girls are looking forward to
the next round of competition at the
CYO Tournament of Champions.

The Santa Maria CYO sixth grade girls
basketball team had a decisive 20-12
victory in the championship game on
Sunday, Feb. 23 with contributions
from every team member. This is a

Submit stories to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file,
minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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All Lamorinda girls basketball
teams make NCS - Miramonte

heads to state tournament

Jordan Allred, Miramonte

By Jon Kingdon

At the start of every basketball season,
it’s the goal of each team to make it to
the NCS playoffs. Miramonte in the
Open Division, Acalanes in Division 2,
Campolindo in Division 3 and Bentley
in Division 5 all met that initial goal.

Miramonte, in their second year
as an independent team, playing a
highly competitive schedule, finished
the regular season with a 21-5 record,
qualifying for the open division.
There they took on what has become a
personal nemesis, Bishop O’Dowd in
the first round. Despite defeating
O’Dowd earlier in the season by a
score of 79-63, the Matadors lost in the
rematch 57-50.

This was the third time that
Bishop O’Dowd has defeated Mira-
monte in four games over the last two
years. Last year, O’Dowd defeated Mi-
ramonte in the NCS championship
game and in the state tournament.
Though coming up short in the NCS
tournament, because they were in the
open division, the Matadors were au-
tomatically given a spot in the state
tournament which commences 12
days after their early exit from the
NCS tournament.

Campolindo

In his first season last year, Cam-
polindo head coach Matt Kirby, fol-
lowing the graduation of Haley Van
Dyke and Ashley Thoms, both who
went on to play Division I basketball,
had a long year with the Cougars fin-
ishing the year with a 7-19 record, 1-9
in league.

It was not a time for the players to
feel sorry for themselves, said Kirby:
“We had a lot of seniors that bounced
back from last year. They had a great
attitude and were great leaders.”
Campolindo improved this season
with a 16-11 record while going 5-5 in
league play

As a three seed in the NCS, Cam-
polindo received a bye in the first
round and then defeated Eureka 62-51
in the second round before losing to
the No. 2 seed, San Marin in the semi-
finals 55-46, missing out on the op-
portunity to make it to the state
tournament.

Forwards Emily Marsten and Allie
Korth and guards Kate Brown and
Olivia De Paschalis, all seniors, were
keys to the success this year. “They all
did a great job and are going to be
missed, particularly Kate because she
did everything,” said Kirby.

Kirby is confident in the founda-
tion of younger players to rely on to
continue the team’s success into next
year. The team’s strength is going to
be in the front court led by upcoming
seniors Kiana Thorson and Meg
Larsen for their ability and
leadership.

Allie Cummins had a dominating
freshman year and should also pro-
vide leadership next year though she
will only be a sophomore, says Kirby:
“Allie was just superb on so many
levels.”

There were two other freshmen
that also contributed this year and are
expected to continue to show im-
provement next year — forward
Camille Yabu and guard Ava Garcia.
“Camille showed a lot of potential and
made some big strides. Ava brought a
lot of energy and played hard.”

Photo Gint Federas

Acalanes

Led by a triumvirate of seniors,
Lauren Kobashigawa, Lauren Frech-
man and Kaylee Pond, Acalanes had a
56-26 record over the last two seasons,
going 24-6 in league play (19-1 over
the last two years). The Dons finished
this year with a 21-7 record, conclud-
ing the year with an overtime loss to
Redwood 74-64.

Head coach Michelle Sasaki did
not hold back in her admiration for
the team: “You could arguably say that
they were one of the best teams that
has been at Acalanes, as a group be-
cause of what they have accomplished
together. The previous teams did not
have that type of success even though
they may have had the talent. It’s a
testament to how unselfish they all
were, playing and maximizing into
their roles. To go back to back as
league champions and do it better
than what they did last year, that is a
feat, in and of itself. Everybody
chases you after you get the first one
but then to say that we have some un-
finished business and we feel that we
can go undefeated and they did to
come through it and that is to me a
testament as to how strong willed this
team was. It’s one of the best team
that Acalanes has ever had. It’'s been
over 20 years since any Acalanes team
has gone back to back.”

With five seniors and a nine-girl
roster, the underclassmen for the
Dons got a lot of playing time which
should ease the transition to next sea-
son. Grace Gephardt and Gabby
Schneider will be four year lettermen
next year and will be the leaders on
the team. “We’re expecting big things
from Gabby next year. Grace has been
a key component since she started as a
freshman. This year, she averaged 18
points and 12 rebounds and just kept
improving. She really understands
the game and is the best post player in
the league. She can hit the 3-point,
show post moves, get rebounds, block
shots. She fills up the stat sheet.”

Freshmen Emily Du and Isabella
Aris-Dumas held up well against var-
sity competition, said Sasaki: “Emily
has the athleticism to compete at any
level. She’s very good at penetrating
and getting to the basket. I'm looking
forward to her adding to what she has
and being more confident as she steps
up into the next season with a lot
more responsibility and being more
assertive. Isabelle got good experi-
ence and will know the system and
should be more confident and pro-
ductive next year.”

Sasaki is hoping for a larger
turnout of players for the team next
year to share in what came out of this
season: “When you have to take that
journey and endure all of those chal-
lenges and obstacles and persevere
and still be chased by everyone in the
league, that to me is resilience, a com-
mitment to team and that’s what was
most impressive about this team.”
Bentley

Bentley head coach Kelly Thomas
has now led the team to the NCS tour-
nament for three straight years, hav-
ing made it to the second round in
2018 and 2019. Bentley finished this
season with a 15-11 record, going 8-4
in league play but lost in the first
round of the tournament to Sonoma
Academy.
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SPRING & SUMMER CAMPS 2020

Part 1, Spring Break and Full Day Summer Camps

Get ready - it’s camp time!

It may only be March, but spring break and
summer are just around the corner, and with that comes
the wonderful opportunity for our children to experience
some fantastic camps. In this issue of the Lamorinda
Weekly, we kick off our annual guide to activities and
programs in and around Lamorinda, featuring full-day
camps for the summer as well as spring break camps -
which start March 30 this year. Look for our listing of
half-day camps and programs coming in April.

Get your children ready to have the spring break
and summer of their dreams!

SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Camp Awesome
(Lafayette)

Camp Awesome is fun, flexible, affordable, and open all
Spring Break!

Day (9 a.m.- 2 p.m.) Early Care (7:30 a.m.) Afternoon (2-5:30
p.m.) Register by the day or for the whole week.

Dates: March 30 - April 3

(925) 284-2232 www.LafayetteRec.org

Randy Bennett Basketball Camps /¢
(Saint Mary's College, Moraga) ade

The Randy Bennett Spring Break Camp held at Saint Mary’s
College in University Credit Union Pavilion is a great way for boys
and girls K-6th grades to receive top-class instruction on every
aspect of the game, led by Coach Bennett and his staff.
Encouragement and positive reinforcement lead to improvement in
fundamental basketball skills as learners discover how to
successfully function in a group-oriented setting.

Dates: March 30 - April 2
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/spring-break-camp.cfm

Sienna Ranch See
(Lafayette) aq

Spring Break Camp offers favorite activities from Sienna Ranch'’s
school year classes. Come visit our animals, play games, and hike
in the green hills looking for wildflowers. Sienna Ranch also offers
morning horse camps and afternoon woodshop, archery, adventure,
horses and more. Camp offers full-day or half-day camp options.
Dates: March 30-April 3

(925) 283-6311 www.siennaranch.net

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMPS

Adventure Day Camp s

(Walnut Creek, San Ramon, & Alamo) a;e
Celebrating 21 years! A traditional summer day camp
for children ages 3-15. In a relaxed atmosphere, children gain
confidence and skills in a wide range of camp activities including:
swimming, horseback riding, sailing, skateboarding,
woodworking, science, arts, sports, archery, drama, music, rock
climbing, hiking, overnight camping, and camp games. Home
transportation is available from most areas.
Dates: June-August
(925) 937-6500 www.adventuredaycamp.com

Bentley Summer Academy
(Lafayette)

Bentley Summer Academy offers a wide variety of innovative
courses for students first through twelfth grade. The Academy
runs from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with extended camp options for
families needing early drop-off or late pick-up.
summer@bentleyschool.org  www.bentleysummeracademy.org

Berkeley Rep School of Theatre Summer Theatre

Intensive (Berkeley) See
adq

A fun-filled, enriching, affordable camp experience for

middle school and high school students. Summer Theatre Intensive

is an opportunity to become fully immersed in every facet of the

world of theatre, regardless of experience level. Theatre Intensive

for entering grades 6-8, June 15 —July 10, 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.; entering

grades 9-12, July 14-Aug. 7, 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.

(510) 647-2972  berkeleyrep.org/summerintensive

. continued on next Page
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Spanish Immetsion Camps ) ¢

* Week-long day camps *
* Choose from a variety of kid-friendly themes *
% Camps include games, arts & crafts, *
science, music, cooking and more! —
+ Option for half or full day, with before and Raphrrafurten
after care

* Experienced, dynamic teachers

Several camps include fieldtrips to the Lafayette Reservoir!

www.vivaelespanol.org « 925-962-9177
Lafayette ¢ Pleasanton  Mill Valley * And schools all over the Bay Area

(Part 2, half-day camps, April 15, 2020)

Berkeley Re
© School gf Thgatre

BE THEACTYOU WISHTO SEE  _——

PERFORM AT BERKELEY REP!
REGISTER NOW!

BERKELEYREP.ORG/CLASSES
OR CALL 510 647-2936

SUMMER THEATRE INTENSIVE FILMMAKING & ACTING INTENSIV

SESSION 1 SESSION 2
ME|! DESIGN/TECH INTENSIVE

GBLEGARZA SPORTS

BASKETBALL Bﬂ!l“_' FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGES 95-14

3

pe .

Orinda Intermediate School
July 13-17 & July 20-24
Morning Camp | Afternoon Camp | All-Day Camp
FREE Extended Care: 7:45 AM / 5:30 PM

ENTER CODE: WELCOME FOR $50 OFF

Programs available at

TuE SEVEN HiLLs ScHOOL
Walnut Creek

The Dorris-Eaton School

San Ramon

WA
J: ﬂ&d}wx@mﬂﬂm@ Day.Camp
\

} A traditional summer camp' experience

Activities:

Call us Today
Schedule a Camp Tour

Half and Full Day Programs for Preschool Age

Swimming Music Crafts Drama Climbing Sports Hiking
Horseback Riding Dance Story Telling Games Enrichment

Staffed by Preschool Teachers

0Z0Z SdANVO HINKNNS

sduwie) Jounung Ae [InJg pue jeaaqg suixdsg



Spring Break and Full Day Summer Camps

SUMMER CAMPS 2020

925-377-0977

Page:C6 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
Cousar Foothal|
EST. 1996

FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH 5CHOOL

GRADES 4 -8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 6 thru July 17 (M -F) TIMES: 1:30 — 5:00 P.M.
FEES: $400 (T-shirt included)

T g

e v s S e kg
R B & b Y

e T [ S IR
FOR REGISTRATION GO TO:

cougarcamps.com

Go Beyond Traditional.

Challenging Academics

Experiential Learning

Saklan
School

Inspiring Teachers
Strong Connections

Discover the power
of engaged learning.

Think Creatively. Act Compassionately. Live Courageously.

Pre-K through 8 saklan.org

Spring Break Camp: March 30¢-April 3

Sienna =5 Ranch

L "!' g o,

iy

Nature education, horse
riding, archery and more

for PreK-8th Grade

Spring Break Camp offers favorite activities from Sienna Ranch's
school year classes. Come visit our animals, play games, and hike
in the green hills looking for wildflowers. Sienna Ranch also offers
morning horse camps and afternoon woodshop, archery, adventure,

horses and more. Camp offers full-day or half-day camp options.

3232 Deer Hill Road, Lafayette | (325) 283-63ll

www.siennaranch.net

YOUTH FOOTRALL ACADEMY
Camp Dates June 1-4

Grades: Incoming 4th-8th @ Acalanes Football Field

Hands Drills | Trench Wars | 7 x 7 Tournament | QB Dirills
Agility Stations | Route Running | Awards/BBQ

Register @ www.acalanesdonsfootball.com

or email: acalanesblue@gmail.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Camp Doodles

-

Wednesday, March 4, 2020

www.campdoodles.com
(415) 388 - 4386

FULL DAY
SUMMER CAMPS

.« cONntinued

Camp Awesome
(Lafayette)

Camp Awesome is fun, flexible, and afford-
able. Open all 10 weeks of summer:

Day (9 a.m.- 2 p.m.) Early Care (7:30 a.m.)
Afternoon (2-5:30 p.m.)

Register by the day or week.

Dates: June 1 — Aug. 7

(925) 284-2232 www.LafayetteRec.org

Galileo Innovation Camps
(Lafayette)

Galileo has the perfect mix of hands-on learning
and big summer fun. Campers from pre-K through
10th grade unlock their inner innovator, creatively
problem solve, and try new things. New location
at Lafayette Elementary. Extended care and
lunch available.

Dates: June 8 - July 24.

www.galileo-camps.com.

Legarza Sports See
(Orinda) aq

Legarza Sports programs give children the
knowledge and motivation they need to
achieve their personal best in sport and life.
Our camps are tailored to help your young
athlete succeed on and off the court in a safe,
professional and encouraging environment of
learning and fun. Held at Orinda Intermediate
School.

www.legarzasports.org

Lafayette Summer Music Jazz
Workshop (Lafayette)

This weeklong music workshop held at
Stanley Middle School provides an intimate
and inspiring environment for learning and
playing jazz. Students, ages 11 to
80-years-old, receive master classes,
improvisation workshops and jazz combos
led by some of the preeminent, professional
musicians in the field. Sunday, July 19 is
Audition Day.

Dates: July 20-24 www.lafsmw.org

Randy Bennett Basketball Camp
(Saint Mary's College, Moraga)

ad
The Randy Bennett Day Camps held

at Saint Mary’s College in University Credit
Union Pavilion are a great way for boys and
girls ages 4-13 to receive top-class instruction
on every aspect of the game, led by Coach
Bennett and his staff. Morning, afternoon and
full day options available.

Day Camps are June 15-19, June 22-26,
June 29-July 3, July 13-17
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.
com/randy-bennett-day-camps.cfm

The Saklan School See
(Moraga) aq

Provides culture, language and summer fun for
ages 3-11. Mornings on campus are filled with
enrichment in Mandarin, French, Japanese, and
Spanish. Afternoons are packed with summer
fun, including field trips, swimming, art and
music. Three-week sessions 8:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m. Full or half days, with extended care
available.

Dates: June 8 - Aug. 7

(925) 376-7900  www.saklan.org

Camp Doodles See
(Orinda, Berkeley, SF, Mill Valley)/ . d

At Orinda Santa Maria, Camp Doodles offers a
project-based, hands-on camp environment. Our
philosophy emphasizes fun in maker and art labs
designed to encourage creativity, coupled with
ample outdoor time, Spark Program for 1st - 5th
graders and Primo Program for 3 %2 years old to
Kindergarten. ACA accredited and serving the Bay
Area since 2002. Dates: Weekly sessions June 8
— Aug. 7.

(415) 388-4386 www.campdoodles.com

Camp Kefli
(Lafayette)

Camp Kefli offers a wide range of programs
that are appropriate to each age group,
grades K-8, filling our two one-week sessions
with fun. Some programs utilize the Temple
Isaiah facility while others take place off site.
We offer creative theme days and adventures
that enrich and delight our campers.

Dates: July 27-Aug. 7

(925) 284-9191 www.temple-isaiah.org/kefli

Camp Orinda
(Orinda)

Camp Orinda offers an awesome full-day
traditional camp experience for kids who are
looking for exciting adventure. Each week
features different camp themes, games,
songs, arts & crafts, and Bay Area field trips
that will keep campers engaged intellectually
and socially while making friends every day!
Dates: June 8 — Aug. 7

(925) 254-2445
https://secure.recl.com/CA/orinda-ca/catalog

Moraga Day Camp See
(Moraga) aq

Adventure Awaits! Join us for weekly themed
adventures at Moraga Day Camp this summer.
Moraga Day Camp and Moraga Day Camp Jr.
are for children ages 5.5-11 that will incorporate
games, crafts, weekly field trips, and lots of
other fun activities! Themes and field trips listed
online. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; extended care also
available 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Dates: June 8 -
Aug. 7

(925) 888-7045 moragarec.com

Roughing It Day Camp See
(Lafayette) aq

An outdoor camp where kids make lasting
friendships, learn new skills and thrive outdoors.
Campers ages 4 - 16 spend the summer with
the same age group which builds camaraderie
and community. Activities include swimming,
fishing, rowing canoeing, kayaking, horseback
riding, sports, crafts, nature exploration, outdoor
living skills, cooking, and much more. Free
extended care and free transportation included.
Dates: June - August

(925) 283-3795  www.roughingit.com

Sewnow! Fashion Studio /seg
(Lafayette) aq

Join your friends and Learn-to-Sew from the very
beginning, or Intermediates can create customized
real fashions they will be proud to wear. Camps
include FashionKit patterns with digital
instructions, fabrics, notions and embroidery, and
daily snack. Sewnow! Juniors’ camps for 2nd/3rd
grade and FashionKit camps for 4th grade and
up. Half Day, Learn-to-sew, and Full Day
programs available.

(925) 283-7396  www.Sewnow.com

.. continued on next Page
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The ertlng Studlo S

CAMP YOUNG
WRITERS

e Classroom instruction and
individual sessions

e Fun and exciting writing projects

¢ Tools to improve fluency and sentence structure

e Grades 3-12

e Three and four-week sessions

Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette
(925) 385-0211 www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

The Writing

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMPS
.. cONtinued

Sienna Ranch

s
(Lafayette) ce

ad
Summer Camp at Sienna Ranch includes morning Farm Hands,
Nature/Adventure, and Horseback Riding camps as well as
afternoon pottery, woodshop, archery, art and animals, horses and
more. Serving campers entering grades PreK-8 with select teen
programming, Sienna Ranch offers weeklong, full-day or half-day
camp options.

Dates: 10 Weeks of Camp Starting June 1 - Aug. 7

(925) 283-6311  www.siennaranch.net

Spanish Immersion Summer Camps with Viva el Espafiol

(Lafayette)

See

Learn or improve Spanish language skills through aq
games, music, arts and crafts, science projects and cooking.
During each weeklong camp students learn vocabulary related to
a specific kid-friendly themes such as Wondrous Outdoors at the
Reservoir or Secret Agent Camp. Full day, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Before/after-care available. Half-day options also available.
(925) 962-9177
www.vivaelespanol.org

Town Hall Theatre
(Lafayette)

Our Town Hall Education summer camps are great for students
brand new to theater and those with experience. Explore musical
theatre skills in the morning, rehearse for a production in the
afternoon and you can even sign up for after-care 3-4 p.m.

www.townhalltheatre.com/summer-2020-1

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising.
Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. In the event we have
inadvertently printed misinformation, please let us know. LW is not liable
for errors or omissions.

Thank you Advertisers!
Lamorinda WeeKly.

ARTEMIS ROWING

2020 Learn to Row
Summer Camps for

Grades 6- 12

1Week Sessions
Beginners and
Experienced-Beginners

starting June 15

cost $325 beginners and $300 exp-beg SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

www. ARTEMISRowIiNGCLUB.ORG

CompeTITIVE and Recreational ROWING FOR EAST BAY YOUTH GR 6-I2

§10.§42.9673
f ®

AT THE Jack Loxpon AqQuaTic CENTER

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Fashion Design &
Sewing Camps

Learn to design like a pro, sew your own fashions, and make new friends!

Design and make your own unique fashion items! 4th grade and up Learn-to-Sew and Intermediate FashionKit

Camps. 2nd and 3rd grade Juniors’ Camps. New this year - bonus tie-dye workshop and Friday afternoon
Family Fashion Showcase in the garden Free Camp Open House 3/3/20 4:30 - 6:30 - bring a friend!

For more information email, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com
sewnow! 3455 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette (925) 283-7396 info@sewnow.com

*

pARKS B BELRE ATIoipg

MORAGAREC.COM
Weekly

June 8 -
August 7

Ages 5.5 - 11
$195 per week
9am - 3pm Daily
Weekly Field Trips!
Extended Care Available

Camp Play + Learn (Ages 3.5-5) June 15-19 & July 13-17

Camp Connect (Ages 12-15) July 6-10 & July 27-31

/ROUGHING IT

_‘__{ DAY CAMP

Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Located at the Lafayette Reservoir « Ages 4-16
Free Transportation * Free Extended Care

Join us for a camp tour!

RANDY BeNNeTT

PASKETBALL CAMES

SATNT MARY S COLLEGE

SPRING BREAK CAMP
MARCH 30 - APRIL 2

RB DAY CAMPS

JUNE 15-19, JUNE 22-26, JUNE 29-JULY 3, JULY 13-17

FATHER-SON CAMP
JULY 18-19

HIGH POTENTIAL CAMP
JULY 31 - AUGUST 2

REGISTER ONLINE: | www.SMCMENSBASKETRALLCAMPS.COM

*OPEN TO ANY AND ALL ENTRANTS, LIMITED ONLY BY NUMBER, AGE,
GRADE LEVEL AND OR GENDER

MoRrAcA DAY CAMP

Roughingit.com 925.283.3795
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CHRISTIAN —
EHRHORN
FINE ARTS

AMALING STORIES

731/ Robert J(ac/l

ARTIST DISCUSION
MARCH 2157 « 6PM

39 Moraga Way ¢ Orinda

Gallery Hours: Wed - Sat 12 - 6pm

Anytime is a Good Time
to Curl Up With a
Good Book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books,
Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606

g
2
=
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Liwer You Can Sor Sace 1923
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Orinda’s Lowest Ga§ Pric-e.;:

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

CREATE A HOME

YOU CAN'T WAIT TO
COME HOME TO

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Zamboni’s

PI1ZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante, Ste 4
Orinda CA, 94563
(925) 254 2800

Regular Thin & Deep
Dish Pizza

HIGH QUALITY INGREDIENTS

Visit our completely renovated shop
for delicious pizza, calzones, salads
and drinks!

Follow us on Instagram @zambonispc
for news and specials! FREE local
delivery ($15minimum)

Open M-Th 11a - 9:00p
Everyday Fri —Sat Ta - 9:30p
Sundays 11a — 8:30p

>y haveamng I
y -

Consign & Design. Shop Orinda!

At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Park Place %™

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC.

A Registered Investment Advisor

® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Orinda Village ﬂnhqimﬁ

Lahing Tex
in the

r'EI:'I:L.]]iE h Mawner

Fynae Lrnih

Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

Hours: Our location:

The UPS Store s

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00

21 Orinda Way Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed

Orinda, CA 94563

Ages 4-16 Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Home Pick up Available in Orinda

Join us for a camp tour! . ST,
roughingit.com/visit 925.283.3795  |{])

o
w

USA KARATE

Sport Karate

Local - National - Werld Level
Competition

Teens - Boys & Girls

Call or Text 925-376-3667
KFPUSA1@gmail.com

To advertise on
Shop Orinda
call 925.377.0977

v~ Shipping v“Notary Services
v' Copying, Finishing Postal Services

v’ Printing Services v Business Services

store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/2643

ViCaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

Mexican Restaurant

Open 7 Day

We [3 W h
Baja Cali Slve breakfs
TACUERIA & GRILL (openatgsgam)

Authentic Mexican $pecialties
Mixed Faijitas
Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito
Margaritas, Wine & Beer
Kids Menu

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987




Qamorinda

OUR HOMES

Volume 14 Issuel Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Lamorinda Weekly

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Let the sunshine in

Wild cherry plums trees are magnificent in bloom.

By Cynthia Brian

"The sun does not shine for a few trees and
flowers, but for the wide world’s joy" — Henry
Ward Beecher

It’s been at least seven years since we’ve
enjoyed a warm, sun-filled February. Being
accustomed to cold, dreary, gray days in the

months of Aquarius and Pisces, this year
buoyed my spirits immensely even though I
know that we need rain. I admit I thoroughly
lapped up those 70-plus degree days
spending hours in the garden weeding,
pruning and planting with a break to Bodega
Bay to ride a bike on the beach, inhale the
salt air, and watch the glorious sunset. If
winter is going to be mild and bright, why

Photo Cynthia Brian

.. read on Page D2

not enjoy it?

The tulip magnolias, peach, plum and
pear trees are in full bloom. The bees are
busy buzzing their business in the blossoms.
Sweet scents of narcissi, stock, and freesia fill
the air. Oxalis, also known as shamrock,
carpets vineyards, trails and roadsides.
Wisteria and lilac are budded, ready to burst
any day. Early spring erupted in
mid-February, a full month ahead of
schedule. In many Northern California areas,
temperatures have been in the mid-80s. If it
wasn’t for water shortages and the rising
trajectory of global warming, we could all be
rejoicing. Instead, we may need to chant and
dance for rainfall to ward off another
summer drought.

Compost will be your most important
gardening ingredient this season. By turning
organic waste into humus, you will be
feeding your plants in the same manner that
Mother Nature has been nurturing the planet
since the beginning of time. Compost will
help your plants retain moisture, curtail
erosion, maintain a constant temperature,
and it will enrich your soil. It’s so simple to
make that everyone can easily do it.

Recipe for Compost

In an open pile or composting bin, add
both green and dry plant matter plus
eggshells, coffee grinds, tea leaves, and fish
bones. Green matter includes grass clippings,
vegetables, weeds without seeds, peelings,
and green leaves. Dry matter includes paper,
straw, twigs, fall leaves, and dried stalks.
Don’t add any animal feces, diseased plants,
or meat products. Moisten everything
without soaking it and turn with a pitchfork
at least weekly.

... continued on Page D8



VLATKA BATHGATE

#1 Coldwell Banker Realtor in Orinda

IF | HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com ]

CalBRE#01390784
GLOBAL

coLDweLL
i} TRS R %I]II LUXURY.

For Sale | Aghalee Rd., Orinda
e -

Nearly 6 Acre Private Gated Estate. Offered at $2,500,000

Comlng Soon 234 EIToyonaI Orinda

Romantic Retreat
with views

Offered at
$799,000

Coming Soon

Quintessential
Masterpiece

Price upon Request!

A Jewel embedded
in the Heart of
Glorietta

Offered at
$1,750,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

Page: D2 (010)285(0)\Y858 925-377-0977 Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 3 $1,175,000 $1,529,000
MORAGA s $1,010,000 $2,217,000
ORINDA 9 $995,000 $1,825,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1181 Pleasant Hill Circle, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1831 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 01-15-20,
Previous Sale: $676,000, 09-18-09

3266 Quandt Road, $1,529,000, 3 Bdrms, 1578 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 01-14-20,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 10-13-18

1369 Reliez Valley Road, $1,175,000, 2 Bdrms, 1483 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 01-22-20,
Previous Sale: $2,050,000, 06-24-15

MORAGA

259 Lakefield Place, $1,720,000, 5 Bdrms, 4643 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 01-13-20,
Previous Sale: $1,590,000, 04-22-13

3866 Paseo Grande, $1,395,000, 3 Bdrms, 1766 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 01-17-20

3945 Paseo Grande, $1,544,000, 4 Bdrms, 2341 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 01-14-20,
Previous Sale: $1,520,000, 05-22-18

145 Shuey Drive, $1,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 1476 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 01-23-20,
Previous Sale: $450,000, 10-24-01

205 Sonora Road, $2,217,000, 4 Bdrms, 4057 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 01-17-20

ORINDA

6 Arbolado Court, $1,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 1518 SqFt, 1974 YrBIt, 01-13-20,
Previous Sale: $985,000, 04-03-15

121 Bates Court, $1,352,000, 4 Bdrms, 2432 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 01-17-20,
Previous Sale: $190,000, 06-01-78

37 Bear Ridge Road, $1,825,000, 4 Bdrms, 4012 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 01-22-20,
Previous Sale: $1,856,500, 11-20-07

2 Camino Del Diablo, $1,750,000, 6 Bdrms, 2904 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 01-17-20,

Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 08-19-19

8 Charles Hill Circle, $1,500,000, 6 Bdrms, 4320 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 01-17-20,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 08-27-03

4 Dale Court, $1,185,000, 3 Bdrms, 1366 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 01-16-20

128 Moraga Way, $1,080,000, 3 Bdrms, 1962 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 01-14-20

5 Sunset Terrace, $995,000, 3 Bdrms, 1635 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 01-23-20

5 Wanda Lane, $1,139,000, 3 Bdrms, 3101 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 01-21-20,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 10-31-19



DUDUM DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP  BLUXURY

REAL RETATE GROUP

LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
WWW.DUDUM.COM 999 OAK HILL RD,, #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chistinetive (’/ﬁ,,,/,,‘,/,',,,‘/
. : LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
925.284.1400 925.937.4000 925.800.3510 925.420.5717
ADAM HAMALIAN 3955 CANYON ROAD, LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE 3526 EAGLE POINT RD., LAFAYETTE CALL FOR INFO 320 MATCHEM COURT, ALAMO  CALL FOR PRICE BRYAN HURLBUT

L}
COMING COMING

SOON! . SOON!

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

CHRISTINA LINEZO HOLLY SIBLEY

TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851  ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES 925.360.8662 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500 THE KERSIS TEAM
2918 CHERRY LANE, W.C. CALL FOR PRICE 905 DEWING AVE., LAFAYETTE CALL FOR DETAILS 134 SANTA CLARA DR.,DANVILLE $1,449,000
\, £ ;
- S
. ¢
COMING _ | . ! .

415.425.3085 SOON! 925.451.3105

DRE# 01964989 DRE#01435618

JOHN FONDNAZIO

JANE SMITH

RENDERING o 2 vaR .
CHRISTINA LINEZO 415.425.3085  MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS 925.765.9095 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500

17 DARLENE COURT, ALAMO $1,829,000 126 HILLCROFT WAY, W.C. $1,225,000

$867,500

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 HURLBUT TEAM 925.383.5500 SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630

 925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

24 SANFORD LANE, LAFAYETTE $3,805,000 1984 ASCOT DRIVE, #D, MORAGA $580,000
- 1

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

3176 ROHRER DR., LAFAYETTE $1,500,000

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500  SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.708.5630 VALERIE DURANTINI 415.999.6116 925.285.1093

DRE#02060294 DRE# 01478540
MARY PISCITELLI MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

f |

H F

925.765.9095 925.464.6500 415.990.1672 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01426129 DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796




4 bd |3.5 ba | 2955 sgft | .38 acre

Located in one of Moraga’s most desirable 3

neighborhoods, this easy-living home has
an open floor plan and easy access to the
popular Moraga/Lafayette trail.

Offered at $1,550,000

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

ASSOCIATES




Coming Soon

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

_'H.“__

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Dave Schurhoff

9259979569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201

- 1045 Timothy Lane, Lafayette

" 5Bed| 3.5 Bath | 3,320 Sq Ft | $2.100,000

Beautiful 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath completely
remodeled single-story home with open floor
plan on .75 acre lot in Upper Happy Valley.
Engineered hardwood floors throughout. Large
master bedroom with two walk-in closets, a
second master-bedroom with ensuite bathroom
plus three additional bedrooms, hallway bath
and a powder room. Top rated Lafayette schools,
close to BART, shopping and the reservoir.

Christine Frazier

925.550.2130
christinefrazier@compass.com
DRE 01949722

Brittany Hogan

925.233.90061
brittanyhogan@compass.com
DRE 01990287

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,

sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended
to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



NEW LISTING!
1435 Camino Peral
Moraga

Adorable 2 bedroom,
2 bathroom with garage.
Offered at $680,000

1435caminoperal.com

3832 Via Granada, Moraga '8 Hidden Lane, Orinda

110 Lombardy Lane, Orinda

$1,200,000 $1,750,000 $1,450,000 $1,680,000
Represented Seller Represented Buyer Represented Buyer Represented Seller
r - 2
5 Josefa Place, Moraga 4006 La_gunq Ave., Oakland 3383 Oswego Court, Lafayette 1021 Seneca Ct., Walnut Creek
$950,000 $980,000 $2,470,000 $1,430,000
Represented Buyer Represented Seller Represented Seller Represented Buyer

17 El Caminit, Orinda 21 Sandy Court, Orinda 1804 St. Andrews Dr., Moraga 4008 Happy Valley Rd., Lafayette
$1,940,000 $2,175,000 $980,000 $3,175,000
Represented Seller Represented Buyer Represented Seller Represented Seller

'Bl'erl:i Blitss Walker Thinking of Selling in 2020? Contact Terri
roker .D.
510.282.4420 for a complimentary in-home consultation.

terri@terribateswalker.com

terribateswalker.com

Followmeonl @ @ @ C@I IPQ SS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,

omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting
or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




LISTINGS FROM THE OLSEN TEAM

ACTIVE LISTINGS

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,110 Sq. ft.

Built in 2015 this spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath condominium home offers the
best combination of style, location, utility and function. Large open concept
living area connects the living and dining area along with a chefs level

equipped kitchen. www.1003WoodburyRd.com

124 Via Joaquin, Moraga - $765,000

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,354 Sq. ft.

Bright open and airy single level in Moraga with 2 car garage! Vaulted
ceilings and hardwood floors connect the kitchen/great room. Private
patios front and rear. Close to town and community pool.

** A great Rossmoor alternative! ** www.124ViaJoaquin.com

5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | 4,200 Sq. ft.

This exceptional home is a piece of art using innovation & imagination to

blend nature w/living spaces. Architects Jong & Jong combined traditional

Japanese design elements with contemporary living.
www.319TappanTerrace.com

133 Donna Maria Way, Orinda - $1,595,000

3+ Bed | 2 Bath | 2,400 Sq. ft. / .24 Acres

Montclair style in Orinda’s Del Rey neighborhood. Super charming with
shingles, vaulted ceilings, grassy yard and more. Less than 1 mile from Ele-

mentary, Middle, High Schools. Makes life so easy!
www.DonnaMariaWay.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR COMING SOON LISTINGS:

2832 Milvia Street, Berkeley | 11 Gloria Court, Moraga | 831 Terra California No. 1, Rossmoor
1743 Spyglass Lane, Moraga | 180 Willowbrook Lane, Moraga | 145 Greenbrier, Moraga Country Club

BEN OLSEN

SUE OLSEN LORI TRUE

ERIN KELLY

Vv

VANGUARD
PROPERTIES

The Olsen Team
925.200.6000

Mail@TheOlsenTeam.com

ACELLA KIM BEN ROJAS DRE #01409268



J'N MICHELLE
!l HOLCENB

REALTOR

Gorgeous kitchens and baths?
Yes please.

115 Devin Drive, Moraga

Open house March 8, 1-4pm
TESRET

JUSTLISTED 3 BED, 2 BATH, 1,690 SQ. FT. I

Centrally located single-story charmer with updated kitchen with
large island and Thermador appliances, remodeled bathrooms,
dark hardwood floors and flat yard. Offered at $1,250,000

236 Calle La Montana, Moraga

On MLS March 9, open house March 14 & March 15

4 BE : e

Campolindo beauty with newly updated kitchen/great room and
bathrooms, pool, flat lawn, Rim Trail access and Mt. Diablo viewing
area.Too many updates to list here. Offered at $1,450,000

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area Lt

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

©2018 Coldwell Barker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved: Coldwell Banker® fs:a registered trademark icensed to Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC. Af Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Officeis Owned by aSubsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affated vith Coldvel Banker Residential Brokerage
are Independent contractor sales associates and are ot employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwel Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LC. CalBRE License #01908304,

morindaweekly.com 925-377-0977

Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Let the sunshine in

Create an art piece with easy-to-grow succulents.

... continued from Page D1

Worms may be added for speedier results. The compost
will cook and steam. Add water as necessary if the pile is too
dry. Your compost is ready to return to your garden when it
smells earthy, sweet, and looks like a crumbly chocolate cake.
I recommend creating two or three different piles as they will
finish at different times and you can always have a batch
cooking. Making your own compost is an excellent way to
recycle with almost zero waste. As an added bonus it is free
plant food!
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PREMIER

KITCHENS

Your vision
brought to life.

From cabinets to countertops,

there is no project too big or

small for our team.
Schedule a meeting or give us a call!

(925) 283-6500

3373 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
info@premierkitchens.net
www.premierkitfchens.net
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11 Critical Home Inspection Traps to be
Aware of Weeks Before Listing Your
LAMORINDA Home for Sale

LAMORINDA - According to industry
experts, there are over 33 physical
problems that will come under scru-
tiny during a home inspection when
your home is for sale. A new report
has been prepared which identifies
the eleven most common of these
problems, and what you should know
about them before you list your home
for sale.

Whether you own an old home or
a brand new one, there are a number
of things that can fall short of require-
ments during a home inspection. If
not identified and dealt with, any of
these 11 items could cost you dearly
in terms of repair. That’s why it’s
critical that you read this report before
you list your home. If you wait until the
building inspector flags these issues
for you, you will aimost certainly
experience costly delays in the close
of your home sale or, worse, turn

prospective buyers away altogeth-

er. In most cases, you can make a
reasonable pre-inspection yourself if
you know what you're looking for, and
knowing what you’re looking for can
help you prevent little problems from
growing into costly and unmanage-
able ones.

To help homesellers deal with
this issue before their homes are
listed, a free report entitled “11 Things
You Need to Know to Pass Your
Home Inspection” has been compiled
which explains the issues involved.

To hear a brief recorded message
about how to order your FREE copy
of this report call toll-free 1- 844-941-
0941 and enter 2503. You can call any
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Get your free special report
NOW to learn how to ensure a home
inspection doesn’t cost you the sale
of your home.

This report is courtesy of The Jackson Group-Exp Realty DRE #01763819.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2019
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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

CREATE simple arrangements with " t .
branches cut from blooming peach, pear .
or plums. Add a few daffodils or
freesias.

BLOW the “angel” seeds of dandelions if
you want dandelions growing in your
garden. (This was a favorite past time as
a child, although we weren’t allowed to
blow “angels” into the lawn.) Dandelions
are nutritious and delicious in salads
and sautés and they attract quail.

PICK lettuce, parsley, arugula, Swiss
chard and baby mustard to add to
meals.

MAKE an artful wall hanging using a
variety of succulents.

ADMIRE the tulip magnolias as they
emerge or cut a stem to enjoy indoors.

WATCH for aphids, moths, slugs, and
snails on artichoke plants as they
mature. Blast the leaves with water if
you see any infestation.

e AU RN

TALK to your doctor if you are
experiencing pollen-related allergies. . . . '

Pollen fertilizes plants but causes misery ~ Baby Artichokes need protection for insects.  \yhat child can resist blowing a dandelion
for sufferers. Acacia trees are beautiful T T : =, ot “angel” puff?

in bloom but may trigger hay fever or o o
asthma.

AERATE and de-thatch lawns if
necessary. Be prepared to scatter seeds
and fertilizer before a rain.

SHOOT lots of photos of spring
unfolding.

BEFORE recycling empty milk cartons,
fill with water to use on houseplants.
The residual calcium is good for the
plants and it also rinses clean the
cartons for the bins.

BUY your favorite seed packets in
anticipation of sowing.

SPREAD alfalfa pellets mixed with
diatomaceous earth around your rose
bushes to promote large blooms and
healthy plants.

The vernal equinox is still three weeks
away. The sun is shining on our gardens
and for all of us. It’s playtime.

- Acacia trees are beautiful in bloom but may

. N
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing! trigger hay fever or asthma.
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Cynthia Brian outdoors on a cooler February
day.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess
Gardener, is available for hire to
help you prepare for your spring
garden. Raised in the vineyards of
Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor,
radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the
Founder and Executive Director of
Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune
into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books,
including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the
Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star
You Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Hire Cynthia for writing projects,
garden consults, and inspirational
lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Field of oxalis blooming amongst the ice plant.

McDonnell <V Nursery

shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

‘. . i |
family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts ¢ Jewelry
Landscape Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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New Listing

ORINDA

13 Sleepy Hollow

Single level home in popular Sleepy
Hollow neighborhood. 4 bed/ 3
bath. Minutes from school, shopping

& commute. $1,695,000

ORINDA

i "‘-’r A New Llstmg
383 Mlner Road
East Coast Meets West Coast!

Updated Orinda Country ClLub
Cape Cod home on 1.32 acres.

$2,495,000
LAFAYETTE

S New Listing

4031 Happy Valley Road
Mid-Century modern home with 4
bed/ 2 bath + 2 half baths in desireable
Happy Valley neighborhood.

$2,795,000

WALNUT CREEK

2530 Oak Road #103
Stylish 2 bed/ 2 bath 998 sqft
contemporary 1st floor unit with
private patio. Close to shopping,

trails & BART. $565,000
0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

102 Barbara Road

Newly built 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
contemporary home with easy
access to Hwy 24 & BART.

$2,295,000
ORINDA

8 Moraga Court

Single level 5 bed/ 4 bath home
with pool & expansive grounds.
First time on market in 34 years!

$1,995,000
ORINDA

49 Overhill Road

Private updated 6 bed/ 5 bath.
Close to BART, Highway 24/680 &
top rated schools.

57 Charles Hill Road

A new SpringHill Homes master-
piece! 5 bed/ 5 baths +2 half baths
with an open floor plan on a .75 acre

$3,195,000 ot $4,395,000
LAFAYETTE MORAGA

__H "
g New Llstlng

182 Fernwood Drive

Spacious 4 bed/ 3.5 bath 2955 sqft

home with open floor plan, vaulted
ceilings, & remodeled kithen.

$1,550,000
WALN UT CREEK

962 Reliez Station Lane

New Construction! Recently comp-
leted 4 bed/ 3.5 bath Springhill Homes
residence. Close to down- town, Hwy

24 & BART. $2,795,000
WA L N U T C R EEK

327 Wimbledon Road

Conveniently located 2237 sqft two-
story 5 bed/ 2.5 bath in quiet
neighborhood  with  beautiful

backyard. $1,239,000

1310 Creekside Drive #101
Modern 2 bed/ 2 bath condo in
the heart of Walnut Creek. Close
to Broadway Plaza and Iron Horse

Trail. $649,000

views of Mt.
privacy. Investment opprtunity!

48 Oak Drive

Elegant 4 bed/ 3.5 bath two level
renovated home with remarkable
views from terrace decks.

$2,495,000
LAFAYETTE

824 Solana Drive

Charming 4 bed/ 2.5 bath ranch
home with a touch of craftsman’s
style on .75 acre lot. Short walk to

downtown. $1,595,000
ROSSMOOR

3349 Golden Rain

Beautifully remodeled 2 bed/ 2 bath
condo. Granite kitchen & baths, laun-
dry in unit & built-in electric fireplace

& book shelves. $589,000
PLEASANT HILL

20 Whitfield Court

Great parcel at top of knoll with

Diablo. Ideal for

$1,375,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
Erika Hood Kossut
Susan Layng
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Jenny Lyons Wilhite

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





