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Jim Colhoun Presents

1937 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

Excellent Investment Opportunity

Single-level craftsman style duplex with
scheduled rental income of $68,000+/

yr. Each 2BR/1BA flat features remodeled
kitchen, hardwood floors, new HVAC,
separate laundry room (or closet), and one

car garage.

Contact Jim at 925.200.2795 for
additional information or to
schedule a private showing.

Offered at $1,395,000

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides
by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been
verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Jim Colhoun

925.200.2795
jim.colhoun@compass.com
jimcolhoun.com
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Moraga’s new public works director is a familiar face
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Moraga Public Works Director/
Town Engineer Shawn Knapp

By Vera Kochan

Public Works Director/Town
Engineer Shawn Knapp first
came to Moraga in April 2017
as the town’s senior civil engi-
neer. From the moment he
showed up for his first day of
work Knapp’s skills were put

to the test.

According to Town Man-
ager Cynthia Battenberg,
“Shawn’s first day at the town
was the morning after the
Canyon Road bridge closure.”
Battenberg took Knapp out to
the site for a field inspection of
the damaged bridge. “Shawn
guided the town through the
temporary bridge project, in-
cluding obtaining federal
funding and applying for
reimbursements.”

“I was supposed to get a
lot of filing done and get ac-
customed to Moraga’s files and
projects,” Knapp recalled. In-
stead, he had to begin design-
ing the new bridge and secure
funds for it. He also had to
tackle the 2016-17 Rheem
sinkhole repair project.

Moraga has kept Knapp
busy in the three years he’s
been here. Besides providing
technical assistance on last
summer’s crosswalk and

paving projects, he has over-
seen the town’s land use de-
velopment function.

Knapp’s prior experience
was working as a civil engi-
neer for the city of Pleasant
Hill. Before his 16 years with
Pleasant Hill, Knapp spent
eight years as a consulting en-
ergy conservation engi-
neer/scientist for Pacific Gas
and Electric Company. His
many professional licenses
and certificates include: Civil
Engineering P.E.; Mechanical
Engineering P.E.; Qualified
Storm Water Pollution Preven-
tion Plan Developer and Prac-
titioner; and California De-
partment of Transportation
Resident Engineer.

When questioned about
the progress of repairs for the
latest Rheem sinkhole, located
at the intersection of Rheem
Boulevard and Center Street,
Knapp explained that the town
is in the process of filing an

abatement request with the
Superior Court. The property
owner of Moraga Star Gas Sta-
tion, where the sinkhole is lo-
cated, was sent a courtesy no-
tice of the town’s intent. “The
town is separately coordinat-
ing with the Rheem Valley
Shopping Center on repair
work that may impact Center
Street, which is part of the
shopping center property,”
Knapp said. “These impacts
include setting up traffic con-
trol with lane closures while
the work is happening.” Due to
the danger the current situa-
tion poses to the public, the
town plans to proceed with re-
pairs, and upon completion
expects a reimbursement from
the Moraga Star property
owner. If a reimbursement is
not forthcoming the town can
put a lien on the property.

On Knapp’s Wish List are
the storm drain projects. “I'd
like to get that up and running.

That will be fun for me. With
most of the disasters behind us
and the funds we’ve been able
to get back I can concentrate
on construction projects.” In
April, he plans to revisit pave-
ment options for some of the
town’s worst streets.

“I am confident that he
will continue to serve the town
well in this new role,” Batten-
berg added. “Shawn has new
ideas and strategies for how to
do things more efficiently and
cost effectively and has al-
ready begun implementing
them.”

“I am looking at efficiency
within the department. How
we’re staffed and our costs,”
Knapp said. “I want to train
staff to be able to do each
other’s jobs as much as possi-
ble — change the philosophy on
how we run the department
and save costs so as not to hire
outside consultants.”

Clarification

By Vera Kochan

With rain finally falling once
again, storm drain topics began
to take a front seat in town
council discussions once again.
During Moraga’s March 11
town council meeting a private
drainage easement ordinance
update was on the agenda.

The town doesn’t maintain
such facilities on private prop-
erty unless an easement has

of responsibility for storm drain easements

been accepted through a reso-
lution by the town council or
by the Contra Costa County
Board of Supervisors before
Moraga’s 1974 incorporation.
Such is the case with Lafayette,
Orinda and Contra Costa
County jurisdictions.

Public Works Director
Shawn Knapp stated, “The staff
report is based on clarifications
about private storm drain
easements. We are not chang-
ing how the town operates re-

garding subdivisions, but pro-
viding some additional infor-
mation in our code for resi-
dents, property owners and de-
velopers to understand a little
bit about how the town func-
tions when it’s creating storm
drain easements and other
types of easements within sub-
divisions. We’re not changing
how we normally do business.”
Some property owners
may not understand their
maintenance responsibilities in

An Oasis of Tranquility 28 DIABLO CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE
Ty "%

Represented Seller and Buyer

Nestled in beautiful Hidden Valley, this
.| 4/3 home on very private, 1/2-acre,
has been extensively renovated and
features two level yards. Minutes
from Orinda/Lafayette downtowns &
BART, the reservoir and Happy Valley
Elementary.  Offered at $1,359,000

Julie Georgiou
925-200-8246

RELIANCE
PARTNERS

Better
o HOMES

REAL ESTATE

CalBRE # 01043977 salesbyjulie@gmail.com www.salesbyjulie.com

Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
 New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial » Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445

Typical storm drain in a Moraga neighborhood.

regards to their own storm
drain facilities, leading to
unanticipated costs and gar-
nering confusion as to what’s
expected from the town’s ser-
vices. The public works staff
report recommendations at-
tempt to clarify the town’s lim-
ited responsibilities for private
storm drain systems.

Minimal standards such as
creating a legal document not-
ing where the location of the
easement and ensuring materi-
als in construction of the type
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of drainage facility are to cur-
rent standards, must be met
before the town would step in,
Knapp explained.

The town council cast four
votes in favor with one absen-
tee vote, as Council Member
Roger Wykle was not present,
to approve a resolution
amending the Moraga Munici-
pal Code to clarify the town’s
policy regarding drainage
easements with amended
language.

... continued on Page A5

Nominate a 2020 Moraga Citizen of

the Year

It’s time to nominate a person you think should be Moraga’s

2020 “Citizen of the Year”.

This year’s Selection Committee consists of 2019
Citizen of the Year Fred Weil and representatives from the
event’s four sponsors: The Lamorinda Weekly; The Moraga
Chamber of Commerce; Saint Mary’s College and the

Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley.

The basic criteria for selecting this year’s Citizen of

the Year are:

1. The nominee should have given of their time, talent and
energy to help make Moraga a vibrant community — one
where people want to live, work and shop;

2. The nominee’s body of work should have helped to bring
our community together and made us proud to be Moraga

residents;

3. Please include specific examples of your nominee’s

contributions to Moraga.

4. Nominees must reside in Moraga. Paid public officials,
current members of the Moraga Town Council and other
current elected officials are not eligible;

Email your nominations to

nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or send them to:
“Moraga Citizen of the Year Nominations”, Lamorinda
Weekly, PO box 6133, Moraga CA 94556.
An optional, directly downloadable, easy-to-fill-in
Nomination Form is at: http://bit.ly/2020Moraga
The deadline for receiving nominations is March 25.
The celebratory dinner honoring this year’s Citizen
of the Year will be held on Saturday, May 2 at Saint Mary’s

College Soda Center.





