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Lafayette Strong — city
offers assistance for
small businesses
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Downtown Lafayette is quiet at midday as small businesses

remain shuttered during SIP.

By Pippa Fisher

The city of Lafayette is tak-
ing steps to support local
small businesses and non-
profits during the COVID-19
pandemic in collaboration
with the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Lafayette
Community Foundation.

The city council voted
earlier in April to allocate
$30,000 from the emer-
gency reserve fund to con-
tract with Townsend Public
Affairs, the city’s advocacy
firm, as a resource to help
small business owners nav-
igate the sometimes-
confusing waters of state
and federal loan
applications.

Under the umbrella of
“Lafayette Strong,” re-
sources are all listed on the
city website, including the
Lafayette Business Assis-
tance Program, offered
free.

The program kicked off
with a webinar (available
for viewing through a link
on the city website) pre-
sented by TPA Senior Asso-
ciate Austin Webster April
15 in which members of
TPA gave an overview of
the types of loans available.
The firm is available to help
small businesses identify
organization needs, by pro-
viding step-by-step instruc-
tions, and by assisting with
any issues arising from a
submitted application if
necessary. To be eligible the
small business or nonprofit
must have fewer than 500
employees and be located
in Lafayette.

Registration for the
program is available

through the city website
(see below for link). Once
city staff has verified eligi-
bility through a business
verification form, TPA staff
will schedule a time to dis-
cuss specific needs and
questions.

In the week following
the launch of the LBA pro-
gram, according to an up-
date provided to the city by
TPA Associate Johannus
Reijnders, the advocacy
firm had connected with 34
small local businesses and
had completed one-on-one
triage for 24 businesses
with more scheduled. Ac-
cording to Reijnders the 34
businesses reflect over 250
employees and indepen-
dent contractors within the
Lafayette community.
Roughly half of the busi-
nesses have applied for
Payroll Protection Program
funding and as yet, none
have been approved, "re-
flecting the frustration na-
tionwide that banks have
been prioritizing their
larger business customers
over a first-come, first-serve
basis, disadvantaging mom-
and-pop style businesses,"
according to Reijnders.

The LCF is meeting the
crisis by increasing its sup-
port to local nonprofits and
has extended its deadline
for grant application
through April 30 to allow
more time for nonprofits to
assess their needs, match-
ing every dollar donated up
to $25,000. The COVID-19
Community Matching Cam-
paign will allow them to
grant up to $100,000 to
nonprofits hit hard by the
pandemic.

More information is available on the city website at
https://www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/lafayette-strong
Donations to the LCF can be made at

https://lafayettecf.org/donate/
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I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.
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925.376.77T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

During these very challenging times, | am still closing deals!

Just Sold ~ 5 Lynch Court, Moraga

Completely updated 2,006+ sq. ft., 4 bed / 3 bath home with an open light filled floor
plan and high quality modern features. Ideally located to top rated Moraga schools.

Sold For $1,200,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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COMPLETE

Valid until June 10, 2020

F RE E INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

LIVING TRUST

Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement

¢ Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance

» Transfer of Real Property

* Advanced Health Care Directive

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Live Where You Love. COMPASS

L.ove Where You Live.
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1049 Via Nuevaq, Lafayette
4 Bed+Office/Loft | 3.5 Bath | +/-3,057 Sq Ft

Charm, beauty and character abound in
this wonderful and distinctive Happy Valley

$2.,395,000 treasure. Situated on an idyllic private cul-de-
sac road, this sensational home offers high-end
1049ViaNueva.com finishes and an open floorplan including an

eat-in chef's kitchen open to a great room,
beautiful living room, formal dining room and
an elegant upstairs master suite.

Phenomenal .51+/- acre lot with backyard oasis
that is both peaceful and private..pool edged
with flagstone, flat grass areas, vegetable beds,
spice bed, arbor with grapevines framing the

| dining room / living room and a persimmon, fig,

o o pear and apple tree — an entertainer’s dream!
Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .

925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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