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One of an army of sewers formed in Lafayette to
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The Kosla sisters, Audrey and Grace, have been
leading production of face masks in Orinda.

26,000 copies
delivered biweekly to
Lamorinda homes &
_ businesses
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CAPA moms worked in Moraga on mask production.

With bags donated from Diablo Foods to the Lafayette volunteers, masks are allocated to various recipients across the area ready for use.

Photos provided

An army of local volunteers answer call for face masks

By Pippa Fisher

Although the news is dire, Lamorindans across the
tri-city area can take pride in knowing that the
sense of community is alive and thriving. In
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda teams of volunteers
have taken quietly and without fanfare to their
sewing machines to churn out large numbers of
non-medical face masks for essential workers in
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Thank you Advertisers!

With support from many of our advertisers we are
able to bring you this edition of Lamorinda Weekly
and we hope to continue with our regular schedule.
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the area.

In Lafayette Susan Goldie of Sewnow Fashion
Studio said the idea originated from the community.
“As the extreme nature of the pandemic was un-
folding, I received email after email or tags on my
social media account, asking if there was any way
we could help make masks,” she said.

Goldie explains she started with the medical
community but their requirements were not com-
patible with what they could provide, so she pivoted

Advertising

to designing the best cotton mask they could realis-
tically create. About the same time, Kathy Bowles of
the Lafayette Community Foundation and Anne
Birdsong at Lafayette Rotary were seeking mask so-
lutions for non-healthcare essential workers in the
community. They reached out to Goldie and the
Lafayette Mask Brigade was born. Their goal: Iden-
tify the organizations in need and then create and
deliver up to 2,000 free, reusable face masks as
quickly as possible. ... continued on Page A10
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Pandemic delivers a blow to public finances. But how much of one?

By Nick Marnell

Because of actions taken at the federal, state and
local level, COVID-19 is expected to negatively af-
fect the financial condition of the Lamorinda mu-
nicipalities, but for how long and how severely
remain in doubt.

“Nobody has a crystal ball,” said Steve Sa-
lomon, Orinda city manager. “There is a wide
range of beliefs about what’s going to happen, and
some are more optimistic than others.”

Business closures and the order for residents
to stay at home will likely have the most negative
effects on local financial statements. Over the next
“month or so,” Salomon sees a drop in fees the city
earns from classes, facility rental and sports activ-
ities through the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment as one of the biggest losses in revenue to
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Orinda, and he expects that sales tax, gas tax and
development related revenue will be less than the
amount the city budgeted. “My own estimate is
that the impact could be well over $1 million on
the city’s $16.3 million budget,” Salomon said.

Assuming that the stay-at-home order remains
through June, Lafayette estimates slightly more
than a $1 million hit to its operating budget. Sales
tax will contribute $650,000 to the deficit, the
largest component of the loss by far. Because
property is not changing hands as expected,
transfer tax revenue will come up $180,000 short,
but property tax revenue itself should be rela-
tively stable. “Prices have not dropped at this
point, so property tax should come in close to nor-
mal,” said Tracy Robinson, administrative services
director.

Neither city included expense reductions in its
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forecast, though Orinda has declined to fill three
staff vacancies and has stopped scheduling hours
for part-time employees. “While it is not necessary
to make any drastic changes now without the full
complement of facts, the city manager has already
put a hiring freeze in place and instructed depart-
ment managers to cease all nonessential spend-
ing,” Robinson said.

Moraga has not released updated financial in-
formation as it pertains to the virus. “The budget
discussion is scheduled in May and we are ad-
dressing the financial impact in the adjusted FY20
and proposed FY21 budget,” said Norma Veloso,
director of administrative services. According to
town documents, Moraga reports a 2020 operating
budget of $10.24 million.
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Lafayette leaders request temporary relaxation of
planning, development deadlines during SIP

By Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette city council
at its April 13 city council
meeting threw its support
behind a letter from the
mayor to California State
Gov. Gavin Newsom re-
questing “relief from statu-
tory deadlines governing
land use applications.”
Mayor Mike Anderson
is requesting suspension of
certain state-required pro-
cessing deadlines during
the COVID-19 pandemic
while the city remains un-
der a shelter-in-place order

prohibiting public meetings
in their usual format.

The letter explains, “to
meet the current project
processing deadlines, while
grappling with the realities
of the extended shelter-in-
place order, we have had to
use teleconferencing to
hold our public hearings
which severely limits the
ability of our residents to
fully participate.”

“This action,” says An-
derson of a potential sus-
pension, “would reconfirm
the State’s interest in the
full participation of its resi-

dents in those local com-
munity issues so important
to the well-being of their
communities.”

The letter follows a
similar request by the
League of California Cities
dated March 22.

Anderson commented,
“It’s a very broad shot, but
it is trying to get the gover-
nor to pay attention to the
fact that public participa-
tion is suffering in a big
way and it’s not good for us
or for the public.”

Currently public com-
ment on any subject must

be sent in by email ahead
of the meeting. Comments
can be provided during the
meeting by sending an
email to cityhall@love-
lafayette.org for city staff to
read into the record (the
usual three-minute time
limit still applies). However
many members of the pub-
lic and the city staff agree
this method is a far cry
from full face-to-face public
participation.

While this would affect
all projects in the city,
many residents are keeping
their eyes specifically on

the controversial Terraces
project, which is due to
come before the Planning
Commission on May 18,
rescheduled from April 27
“to allow the city’s consul-
tant and staff to complete
the addendum and staff re-
port,” according to the city.
The addendum to the certi-
fied environmental impact
report will be published on
the city’s website on May 4.

The council supported
the mayor’s letter unani-
mously, with one city coun-
cil member absent for the
vote.

Residents keep distance during
Earth Day off-ramp cleanup
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Lafayette residents Wei-Tai Kwok, Violet
Kwok, Sharon Richard, Steve Richard,
Nolan Richard, Michael Dawson, and Gina
Dawson celebrated Earth Day April 22 by

collecting 13 bags of trash by the central

Lafayette Highway 24 off-ramp (pictured)
and by the Hwy 24 on-ramp, all while
sticking to family groups and maintaining
at least 6-feet distance. -- P. Fisher
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Pink flamingos have sprung
up on lawns durmg pandemic

Lafayette realtor
Kristina McCann is
helping local
children celebrate

. by delivering a
flock of flamingos
to their lawns the
night before their
quarantined
birthday. Word has
spread and the
flamingo-wrangler
is now up to almost
100 families.
McCann is
providing the
services for free
but encourages
those who wish to
make a donation to
support local
schools. - P. Fisher

Panoramic Oasis ST .

459 Fernwood Drive, Moraga | Offered at $2,195,000

For a comprehensive VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE visit

wwWw.459FERNWOOD.com

Kurt Piper

Broker Associate
925.818.8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
KurtPiperGroup.com

DRE 01130308

d abides by Equal H:

b

Kurt Piper Group

COMPASS

Call o Seel

An Exquisite Estate, Everyday Resort Living!
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49 Overhill Road, Orinda
Perfect For Entertaining
Picturesque & Private Setting, High Quality, All Redone
Amenities Galore! 6Bd + Office, Gym, Bball, Swim Jet
Offered at 52,995,000

A Wonderfully Private, Enchant/ng Estate!

18 Charles Hill Circle, Orinda
Santa Barbara Style, Built 2003, Close-In + Private
Rooms For Every Need, Magical Central Courtyard
Offered at $3,595,000

Patricia & Ashley Battersby
Brokers/Partners

(925) 330-6663
. (925) 323-9955
DRE# 00854469
DRE# 01407784

Love Where You Live!
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We are delivering contactless!
Make her happy while she is

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

oz THE KNOT? |
www.floralartsflorist.com

Lafayette Strong — city
offers assistance for
small businesses

Photo Pippa Fisher

Downtown Lafayette is quiet at midday as small businesses

remain shuttered during SIP.

By Pippa Fisher

The city of Lafayette is tak-
ing steps to support local
small businesses and non-
profits during the COVID-19
pandemic in collaboration
with the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Lafayette
Community Foundation.

The city council voted
earlier in April to allocate
$30,000 from the emer-
gency reserve fund to con-
tract with Townsend Public
Affairs, the city’s advocacy
firm, as a resource to help
small business owners nav-
igate the sometimes-
confusing waters of state
and federal loan
applications.

Under the umbrella of
“Lafayette Strong,” re-
sources are all listed on the
city website, including the
Lafayette Business Assis-
tance Program, offered
free.

The program kicked off
with a webinar (available
for viewing through a link
on the city website) pre-
sented by TPA Senior Asso-
ciate Austin Webster April
15 in which members of
TPA gave an overview of
the types of loans available.
The firm is available to help
small businesses identify
organization needs, by pro-
viding step-by-step instruc-
tions, and by assisting with
any issues arising from a
submitted application if
necessary. To be eligible the
small business or nonprofit
must have fewer than 500
employees and be located
in Lafayette.

Registration for the
program is available

through the city website
(see below for link). Once
city staff has verified eligi-
bility through a business
verification form, TPA staff
will schedule a time to dis-
cuss specific needs and
questions.

In the week following
the launch of the LBA pro-
gram, according to an up-
date provided to the city by
TPA Associate Johannus
Reijnders, the advocacy
firm had connected with 34
small local businesses and
had completed one-on-one
triage for 24 businesses
with more scheduled. Ac-
cording to Reijnders the 34
businesses reflect over 250
employees and indepen-
dent contractors within the
Lafayette community.
Roughly half of the busi-
nesses have applied for
Payroll Protection Program
funding and as yet, none
have been approved, "re-
flecting the frustration na-
tionwide that banks have
been prioritizing their
larger business customers
over a first-come, first-serve
basis, disadvantaging mom-
and-pop style businesses,"
according to Reijnders.

The LCF is meeting the
crisis by increasing its sup-
port to local nonprofits and
has extended its deadline
for grant application
through April 30 to allow
more time for nonprofits to
assess their needs, match-
ing every dollar donated up
to $25,000. The COVID-19
Community Matching Cam-
paign will allow them to
grant up to $100,000 to
nonprofits hit hard by the
pandemic.

More information is available on the city website at
https://www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/lafayette-strong
Donations to the LCF can be made at

https://lafayettecf.org/donate/
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During these very challenging times, | am still closing deals!

Just Sold ~ 5 Lynch Court, Moraga

Completely updated 2,006+ sq. ft., 4 bed / 3 bath home with an open light filled floor
plan and high quality modern features. Ideally located to top rated Moraga schools.

Sold For $1,200,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Valid until June 10, 2020
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CONSULTATION

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

LIVING TRUST

Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement

¢ Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance

» Transfer of Real Property

* Advanced Health Care Directive

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Live Where You Love. COMPASS
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1049 Via Nuevaq, Lafayette
4 Bed+Office/Loft | 3.5 Bath | +/-3,057 Sq Ft

Charm, beauty and character abound in
this wonderful and distinctive Happy Valley

$2.,395,000 treasure. Situated on an idyllic private cul-de-
sac road, this sensational home offers high-end
1049ViaNueva.com finishes and an open floorplan including an

eat-in chef's kitchen open to a great room,
beautiful living room, formal dining room and
an elegant upstairs master suite.

Phenomenal .51+/- acre lot with backyard oasis
that is both peaceful and private..pool edged
with flagstone, flat grass areas, vegetable beds,
spice bed, arbor with grapevines framing the

| dining room / living room and a persimmon, fig,

o o pear and apple tree — an entertainer’s dream!
Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .

925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

BRYDON &IVES

ERAL DSRANE Pl &id

Compass te broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity lay
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Coming May 15th

165 Natalie Drive, Moraga
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,062 Sq Ft | 0.23 Acres
Offered at $1,450,000

/

Tara Rochlin

MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

925.586.3442
tararochlin@gmail.com
DRE 01330630

Visit TaraRochlin.com to
view the 3D virtual tour
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Construction of new Canyon Bridge begins with sizable funding
from Caltrans

; |\
Canyon Bridge work

Photo Andy Scheck
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¥ Hundreds of Homes Sold
»  No Obligation Estimate of Value for your Home

# 23 Years of Local Sales
« Representing Neighbors and Newcomers

Stay Home And Stay Safe!
It Is Not Business As Usual
We Are All In This Together!

P UXURY

ARICCEATEN

925.200.0773 DRE# 01221153

April Matthews

aprilmat@comcast.net

1'1 Y.y yy

,‘1 RENTEOYSPACE
WK
RENT

Ktore If Vourself & Sape f
; — . ¥ | ! L
- -
) |

IWWE'RE HERE FOR YOU.
LOG ONTO: WWW.S5ASPACE.

WELL SELL BOXES &
PACKING SUPPLIES

AbBAAR
RENTE)SPACE

Hfore If Yaursilf § Save

Tn(Tube)

Hours of oparation during

the shaltar in placa

Tues, Thurs, & Sat 10am-3pm
Or call for an appainiment,

f v

455 Moraga Rd. 5te, F
(925) 643-2026

Wi, S ASpace.com

By Vera Kochan

Anyone traveling over the
Canyon Bridge beginning
April 20 was aware that
work has begun to remove
the temporary bridge and
replace it with a brand new
two-lane bridge. The project
is slated for completion by
November 2021, with most
of the cost being picked up
by the California Depart-
ment of Transportation,
thanks to the diligence of
the Public Works Depart-
ment in securing the
funding.

Originally built in 1936,
the bridge was scheduled
for replacement with funds
from the Caltrans Highway
Bridge Program when the
first landslide occurred in
2017. A second landslide re-
quired the new bridge to be
relocated south of the origi-
nal, thereby increasing costs
with a re-design.

In January, the town re-
ceived HBP funding alloca-
tion approval for an in-
creased project budget to-
taling $9,916,750. The HBP
participating cost was
$8,780,000 or 88.53% of the
project. The town’s cost
came to $1,136,750 or
11.47% of the project. These
costs covered preliminary
engineering, right-of-way,
construction, construction
engineering and contin-
gency. However, by Febru-
ary, design refinements,
various set-backs and Cal-
trans funding delays re-
sulted in a budget increased
by $1,728,350 to a new total
of $11,645,100.

Preliminary Engineering
costs increased by $90,000
due to environmental moni-
toring, design enhance-
ments and document final-
ization. Right-of-way costs
increased by $50,000 to
compensate for environ-
mental permits required by
the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife and the
Regional Water Quality

Board in addition to com-
pensating for the loss of 1.26
acres of aquatic habitat.
Construction costs increased
by $972,000 and can basi-
cally be attributed to infla-
tion and post-construction
restoration, mitigation,
maintenance and monitor-
ing. Construction engineer-
ing costs increased $519,150
due to a revised budget in-
volving the construction
management firm and town
staff’s expenses for project
management and closeout
filings. Lastly, contingency
costs increased by $97,200
due to construction cost
increases.

With the additional
budget increase, the HBP
share of the cost for the new
bridge rose to $10.31 million
and the Town of Moraga’s
cost is now $1,335,100. The
Public Works Department is
proposing that Contra Costa
Transportation Authority
Measure J grant funds be
used to cover the town’s
11.47% portion of the total
cost.

Original plans to allow
through traffic on the bridge
have been updated. Due to
shelter-in-place mandates,
the Public Works depart-
ment has decided to change
the contractor's work sched-
ule to longer hours to com-
plete Phase 1 ahead of time.
With a marked decrease in
traffic, it is hoped that the
new schedule will inconve-
nience fewer drivers. Begin-
ning May 4 the Canyon
Bridge route will be closed
to all cars, bicyclists and
pedestrians from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Monday through Satur-
day. This will permit large
equipment to move freely
and safely during the con-
struction process. Only
emergency vehicles will be
allowed through the closure.
Informational signs will be
posted and more informa-
tion can be found at:
moraga.ca.us/
canyonroadbridge
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation #l
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

We are
celebrating our

25" anniversary
of making and
maintaining
beautiful smiles.
We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality
and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824
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Town of Moraga sees to Rheem sinkhole repairs

Rheem sinkhole repair complete

By Vera Kochan

With most of the commu-
nity sheltering in place,
many may not be aware
that the gaping sinkhole in
the Rheem Shopping Center
has finally been repaired.
Just over a year ago,
when the sinkhole first ap-
peared, Moraga experi-
enced a déja vu moment as
memories of a prior sink-
hole, located across the
street from the current one
on Moraga Star Gas Sta-
tion’s property at 398
Rheem Blvd., was recalled.
For a while, any obvious re-
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pairs had come to a
screeching halt when the
last apparent bit of progress
occurred in May. At that
time, the property owners
had set up two sediment
basins to remove debris
from the damaged corru-
gated metal pipe below
street level.

Further progress had
stalled until the town issued
a Notice and Order to Abate
in September followed by a
special town council meet-
ing in October regarding the
property owner’s appeal
hearing.

The town’s greatest con-

cern was for public safety,
and with that in mind, it re-
ceived approval of an in-
spection and abatement
warrant from the Superior
Court of Contra Costa
County that was issued on
March 9 with a 10-day de-
layed start date. According
to Public Works Director
Shawn Knapp, “This al-
lowed the town’s contrac-
tors to order specialized
materials that were needed
for the sinkhole abatement
work and to stabilize the 8-
foot diameter storm drain
pipe that runs under por-
tions of the gas station and
Rheem Shopping Center.
The construction work be-
gan on March 19, the first
allowed construction day of
warrant, through April 8,
the last day of warrant.” The
repairs were completed on
time earlier that day before
the warrant expired at 6
p-m.

“The gas station and
Rheem Shopping Center
property owners were re-
sponsible for the final sur-
face restoration work of
repaving the asphalt gas
station driveway and Center
Street road,” Knapp added,
“along with re-pouring the
concrete sidewalk and dri-
veway approaches, which

they have completed and
reopened to the public.”

Due to the property
owner’s delay with the
sinkhole repairs, the costs
increased as the size of the
sinkhole grew larger and
more material was damaged
in the process. Knapp stated
that the town doesn’t have
final expenses from the
contractors, as yet. Once
they are compiled the town
will, in turn, prepare an in-
voice for the project to send
to Moraga Star’s property
owners.

“It cannot be overstated
how important it was to
complete this work when
we did. The damage caused
by a complete failure of the
underlying pipe — which our
consultants told us was only
a matter of time — would
have been catastrophic and
many times more expensive

to repair,” said Knapp. “The
398 Rheem Blvd. sinkhole
abatement work was desig-
nated an essential project
by the Town of Moraga due
to its importance and
urgency.”

Every effort was made
to provide the work crew
with a situation that con-
formed to coronavirus
safety precautions put forth
by the Contra Costa County
Health Department. Hand
washing stations were lo-
cated on-site and hand san-
itizers were available for
frequent use throughout the
day. “The work was com-
pleted safely, quickly and
efficiently,” Knapp added,
“with minimum interrup-
tion of public access to
Rheem Boulevard, the
shopping center and the gas
station.”

Moraga mayor discusses COVID-19
impact on the town

By Vera Kochan

Like most every city in the
United States, Moraga’s res-
idents have been sheltering
in place for over a month.
However, what makes this
town unique is its smaller
population. That factor
helps to reinforce the ideol-
ogy of a close-knit commu-
nity. With this in mind,
Moraga Mayor Kymber-
leigh Korpus was asked to
give her thoughts and ob-
servations on how the town
is responding and handling
the coronavirus shelter-in-
place mandate.

Moraga’s government
has continued with
business-as-usual, albeit
remotely. “Thankfully, we
live in a time and location
where we have so many
technological services
available to us, that we
have been able to switch
over fairly seamlessly to
using video conferencing
technologies to attend and
conduct meetings,” ob-
served Korpus. “From what
I can tell, staff is continuing
to be creative and produc-
tive in providing needed
services to the community.”

Korpus hasn’t person-
ally received any feedback
from local businesses, “but
I do know that many of our
businesses are still open
and working hard to con-
tinue being the positive,
creative and productive
contributors to our com-
munity that they are.” Kor-
pus stresses the importance
of residents continuing to
support the town’s busi-
nesses during these times.
She also wants everyone to
be aware of the frequent
business updates available
through the Moraga Cham-
ber of Commerce website:
www.moragachamber.org.

When asked what feed-
back she has received from
residents, Korpus replied,
“Generally speaking, like
many other areas in the
country, it’s a mixed bag.
Many residents are fright-
ened by what they are
hearing about the coron-
avirus, afraid to leave their
homes, and grateful for any
and all efforts to protect the
most vulnerable members
of our community from
exposure.

“On the other hand,”
she added, “other residents
are chaffing at the restric-
tions, because they believe
that we are risking far
more harm to residents
through economic devasta-
tion than we are mitigating
with the physical distancing
guidelines.” Korpus is
pleased that residents, de-
spite their opinions, con-
tinue to comply with the
county and state health or-
ders while continuing to
support each other.

With Moraga having
very recently begun to see
brighter days to its eco-
nomic outlook, it will once
again have to concentrate
on replacing revenue
losses, from reductions in
gas and sales tax, in the
days ahead. “The first and
most important thing that
can be done to address our
financial challenges, that
will result from the shelter-
in-place orders, is for our
health and governmental
representatives to figure
out a way to get our busi-
nesses back open, and to
get us all back to work,”
explained Korpus. She ad-
mits that until the shut-
down has ended, any im-
pact would be difficult to
determine. The town’s staff
is in the process of analyz-
ing the effects of COVID-19

on Moraga’s 2020-21 bud-
get and expects to discuss
the findings at the May 13
town council meeting.

“I feel very fortunate to
be sheltering-in-place here
in the midst of my family
and friends in such a beau-
tiful and supportive com-
munity,” said Korpus, “and
I want to express my fam-
ily’s encouraging and heal-
ing thoughts for everyone
affected, as well as our
heartfelt condolences for
all those lost in the fight.”

NEED &
:NEE

PARTHER WITH MORAGA KIWANIS

HELP FEED OUR COMMUNITY

So many of our community have lost
their source of income and become food
deprived as a result of COVID-19 and the
necessary shelter in place.

Please visit moragavalleykiwanis.org

fo learn about how you can partner with
the Moraga Valley Kiwanis Foundation

and donate through our matching
fundraising campaign to support the Food
Bank of Contra Costa and Solano County,
Monument Crisis Center in Concord and
Meals On Wheels of CC County.
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Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

925-377-0977

Make the Right Move

Dana Reedy
Broker Associate | JD
415.205.8050

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Pending | 2 Jack Tree Knoll, Orinda

5Bed 3 Bath 2,672 Sq Ft

$1,558,000
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By Sora O'Doherty

A majority of Orinda resi-
dents approve of extending
and/or increasing sales tax,
but it might be difficult to
get the two-thirds majority
required for a tax that is
specifically dedicated, ac-
cording to David Metz,
president of FM3 Research,
the company that con-
ducted the poll. The cur-
rent half-cent sales tax has
yielded approximately $1.2
million per year. Given the
present state of the econ-
omy, it is expected that the
sales tax revenue will drop,
probably by 10-20%. The
one cent tax would gener-
ate approximately $2 mil-
lion in revenue annually.
The matter was before
the city council so that it
could receive the results of
the poll, but they do not
need to decide on the ballot
measure until later this
year, according to the staff

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamarindafloors.com

LAMORINDA

/\FLL} ORS

SCHOOL SPACE FOR LEASE

30 Santa Maria Way Orinda, CA

Long-established school/space in quiet tree-lined
setting w/fenced playgrd, ball field, off-street pkg.
Avail 7/1/20 for long term lease.

Agent: David Klein #00790730
Call 415.828.2188

Frog Plumblng

When it comes to
safety.......
We Hop To It!

Earthquake 1
emergency shut I
off valve* _:

Reduced

Reduced
need for
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Auto
Energy
Saver

Toilet
Cleaning

I Frequency

$100 off'

Tankless water I Toto Bidet 1
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| e ——————— T e — wll

“Limit 1 coupon per job. Exp. 5/31/20

~ We Hop 'Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

o
I I D D D S B

=
o
o
S
»
o
c
=
o
S
i
EE e .

E
2
s
—
(]
QD
)
i
=
o
«Q
9
Ic
3
S
>
Q
Q
o
3
L-

report prepared by Assis-
tant City Manager Larry
Theis. The council will take
another look at the issue in
May, and it is hoped that
the Citizens’ Infrastructure
Oversight Committee will
have a chance to consider it
prior to the next time it ap-
pears on a city council
meeting agenda.

The poll included 436
Orinda residents. Not all
were asked the same ques-
tions as on some issues the
poll was split into two sep-
arate groups. For example,
the poll question on
whether or not to renew
the existing half-cent sales
tax and increase it to one
cent was split between
groups who were asked ei-
ther if the increased sales
tax should last for 10 years
and another group who
were asked if the increased
tax should last until ended
by the voters in another
election. The polling on
both was favorable, but the
10-year deadline polled
higher at 64% who would
definitely, probably or who
leaned toward voting yes,
versus 59% of the total pos-
itive for an increase not
limited by time.

The city is considering
putting some kind of sales
tax measure on the No-
vember ballot. The current
half-cent sales tax, which
has been largely used to
improve Orinda’s roads,
will expire in 2022. Owing
to the complexity of elec-
tion rules, however, the city
has limited opportunities to
put the matter to a vote be-
fore the tax expires.

The current sales tax is
a general tax, which only
requires a simple majority

to pass, so both sets of
polling numbers seem fa-
vorable to the increased
one-cent tax. However,
Metz explained in response
to a question from Council
Member Inga Miller that if
the city council wished to
dedicate the revenue from
the sales tax to any partic-
ular expenses, it would
then require a two-thirds
majority to pass. The
polling numbers were not
so favorable that it was
likely that a one cent sales
tax on the ballot would at-
tain that level of yes votes.
However, the option of re-
taining the current half-
cent sales tax polled at 72%
favorable, which would ex-
ceed the two-thirds major-
ity required for a specific
tax. Metz pointed out that
in California it is very diffi-
cult to get a two-thirds vote
on a revenue measure. In
the March election, he said,
historically high number of
such measures around the
state failed.

In addition to the spe-
cific sales tax questions, the
poll also included ques-
tions about the general sat-
isfaction of residents with
the city’s performance, and
tested the idea of the city
taking responsibility for
private roads and/or
drains. Respondents indi-
cated a highly favorable
view of the quality of life in
Orinda, while the response
regarding private roads
and/or drains was not
highly favorable. By far the
most important use for the
sales tax revenue, polling
at 45%, is that infrastruc-
ture needs to be repaired
and maintained. A major-
ity of those who opposed

Results of polling on sales tax in; Orinda
looks to conservative spending measures

the sales tax indicated that
taxes are already high
and/or they are against ad-
ditional taxes.

The poll was conducted
in early February, before
the effects of the novel
coronavirus were manifest.
The pandemic will affect
both the amount of rev-
enue raised by the current
tax and the general rev-
enue situation of the city,
as well as the economic sit-
uation of residents. Owing
to this uncertainty, the
council asked Metz to con-
duct a tracking poll to see if
the climate changes with
regard to the potential tax
increase.

Council member Miller
expressed support for the
one-cent tax, and Mayor
Darlene Gee said that she is
open to pursuing it. Coun-
cil member Nick Kosla
raised some technical
points regarding the limits
on what sales taxes a city
may impose with City
Manager Steve Salomon.
Salomon agreed that had
the transportation tax
passed in March, it would
have limited what Orinda
could put on the ballot. Sa-
lomon said that if Measure
] had passed Orinda could
not have considered full
cent unless there was spe-
cial legislation. Kosla con-
cluded that “it sounds like
this is a year we can ask for
full cent, but in 2022 we
might not be able to.” If a
one-cent sales tax fails on
the 2020 ballot, the city
would still be able to seek a
renewal of the half-cent
sales tax prior to its expira-
tion in 2022.

School news: OUSD deals with
possible wildfires, distance learning;
summer school plans

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda Union School
District board met on April

13 via Zoom and dealt with
two significant issues: how
distance learning was go-

ing and how to protect stu-

Madh
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22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Ormda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

Gagsoling

dents from wildfires when
they return to school.

A resolution to observe
California’s Day of the
Teacher on May 13 passed
unanimously. Board pres-
ident Cara Hoxie observed
that “Our teachers have
been heroes during this
distance learning,” adding
that what the teachers
have done since they be-
gan distance learning in
March is extraordinary,
especially given that
everyone came with dif-
ferent levels of comfort.

Board member Carol
Brown praised the teach-
ers for rolling out a very
fast delivery of a new way
of learning, “in many
cases, while their own kids
are home too.” How ex-
actly the day will be ob-
served has yet to be deter-
mined. The board will
brainstorm with parents’
clubs and volunteers.

.. continued on next Page
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Orinda - Availqble Now

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

) } y .\
Ca||h925 :33 3ﬁ988 1 Honest
www.honestrodentproofing.com - padent Proofing

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

ENPFEQIENCE Y&U CAR TRDST

925-377-0977
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Frank Woodward

Realtor®,
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Berkeley - Just Sold
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$1,650,000

Results

Luxury Property Specialist

2473Prince.com
4BR | 2BA | 2 Kitchens | 1,692sqft
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE]

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing

Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

School news: OUSD deals with possible wildfires, distance

Sleepy Hollow Elementary multi-purpose room

... continued from Page A6

Charles Shannon, presi-
dent of the Orinda Educa-
tion Association, com-
mented on the effort to
move to distance learning.
“It’s been a remarkable ef-
fort,” he said, that “pushed
us into 21st century learn-

ing.” He added, “Itisn’t
easy, but I feel that we are
getting better at this every
day. Itisvery hard, but
very rewarding. I have a
feeling that kids will be
stronger, more resilient,
better prepared.” The board
is currently in the process
of developing survey ques-

Photo Sora O'Doherty

learning; summer school plans

tionnaires to help it gauge
the success of the distance
learning experience.

The board also tackled a
matter that had been tabled
so that Director of Facilities
Stuart House could verify
that the roof structure of
the multi-purpose rooms at
Wagner Ranch and Sleepy
Hollow elementary schools
can support the proposed
weight of sprinkler systems
between 100 and 150
pounds.

MOFD Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker told the Board
that there are concerns
about rapid fire intrusion at
Sleepy Hollow School.
Sleepy Hollow, like Wagner
Ranch elementary school,
as been equipped with a
10,000 gallon water tank to
enable a MOFD fire truck to
pump water and protect the
students and staff gathered
in the multipurpose room.
But Chief Winnacker wor-
ried, "What if we are not

able to get a fire engine
there?" Therefore he asked
the OUSD to install a
rooftop sprinkler system as
a first response to a wild-
fire. The chief explained
that he was talking about a
big "mister" to wet down
the roof and surrounding
areas. At 12% moisture, it
is unlikely that flaming em-
bers or brands would ignite
the roof. Itisn't a perfect
solution, he said, but an
available interim step.
House answered ques-
tions about Sleepy Hollow
School, including details
about a generator to power
the sprinkler system, which
will be installed a sufficient
distance away from the
multipurpose room, in a
separate shed, shielded
with cement board to mini-
mize the possibility of fire
getting close to it. There is
no likelihood that fire will
get close to it, he said, and it
is highly improbable that a

generator would explode.
The matter passed unani-
mously. The board also
passed a resolution desig-
nating the public works as
essential, so that work can
proceed while the schools
are still closed.

In other school-related
news, John Nickerson, Su-
perintendent of the
Acalanes Union High School
District that includes all
three high schools in Lam-
orinda, told Orinda Mayor
Darlene Gee at her monthly
Liaison Meeting that
schools have been directed
to be closed through the
academic year, and are
starting to have conversa-
tions beyond that. Summer
school will be distance
learning as well, he said,
and officials are beginning
to think about what things
might look like in the fall.

It is still too early to make
any definite plans for that,
he concluded.

*
(53 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Moraga | $1,375,000

Sold for $1,375,000 with 4 offers: Single-story 3br/2ba entirely remodeled home near the Moraga Commons Park and Lafayette-Moraga Trail w/a patio and fruit trees.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.253.4663
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

If there’s one thing we understand more than most, it’s the value of home.

In this time of change, Coldwell Banker® and our tens of thousands of agents across the globe are still actively working
to serve our communities in whatever way we can, even from our living rooms, kitchen tables and bedrooms.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned

offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. [R&
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Letters to the editor

PG&E tree removal and
wildfire safety

Recently PG&E announced
plans to remove 141 mature
trees in Lafayette this summer
along the electrical lines of St.
Mary’s Road and Moraga
Road. With PG&E's new dis-
cretionary "Enhanced Vegeta-
tion Management" program,
entire 100-year-old heritage
trees, many 30 feet or more
away from power lines, will
be lost despite the fact only
four-feet tree trimming clear-
ances are required by law.
PG&E has better options
for wildfire safety. In Febru-
ary, PG&E filed a 500-page
"2020 Wildfire Mitigation
Plan" with the CPUC describ-
ing plans to harden their sys-
tem. This plan in part outlines
PG&E's program to bury elec-
trical lines underground in
specific areas: high-wildfire
zones intersected by roads
serving as emergency routes
for first responders and the
evacuation of residents in
tree-rich communities. If St.
Marys Rd and Moraga Rd do
not match these require-
ments, I don't know which ar-
eas will; but I do know PG&E

has no plans to bring the
safest electrical hardening to
our area. We deserve better.
Recall Lafayette's two wild-
fires last year caused by a
new PG&E power pole. Por-
tions of town were evacuated,
and for many of us, ashes
rained down on our yards
while a nearby transformer
exploded, leaving us without
power for days. This was not
caused by 100-year-old trees,
but by PG&E’s failure to man-
age their above-ground elec-
trical grid. Lamorinda de-
serves what PG&E has de-
scribed as a solution and has
promised their own regulator:
better equipment buried un-
derground, in our populated
high wildfire zones, and along
major exit routes.

Without a better solution,
Lamorinda can look forward
to more dangerous wildfire
seasons and to many bare
stumps that will serve as
monuments of failure to enact
the safest remedies possible.

Michael Dawson
Lafayette

925-377-0977

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm’

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER a

925-284-9510
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

MCC open to walkers

"The road to hell is paved with
good intentions." This state-
ment precisely describes the
Moraga Country Club (MCC)
Board of Director's decision to
leave the golf course open for
walkers, members and non-
members alike.

While other similar clubs
as well as many parks are ad-
hering to the intent of Contra
Costa County's (and the
state's) Shelter In Place man-
date, the MCC is taking pride
in being inclusive rather than
exclusive and tacitly inviting
people from all around the
county to walk on our beauti-
ful golf course. The irony is
that by trying to be a good
neighbor, the MCC is, in
essence, being a bad neighbor
by jeopardizing the health
and well-being of club resi-
dents, club members, and the
entire population in the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

In its most recent message
to the membership, the MCC
board stated: "The Board has
taken all of the necessary pre-
cautions to ensure the safety
of our Members and Staff
with closures of the Club-
house and recreation areas
where possible, deciding to
err on the side of caution.”
The irony of that statement is
mind-boggling as clearly
erring on the side of caution
would be to close the golf
course to everyone just as
Orinda and Roundhill have
done.

I have urged the board to
be proactive rather than reac-
tive...and close the golf course
to all immediately. Surely the
board will have to reverse its
decision if a club member is

GCome check out our

Frameless Shower Glass
Shower Enclosures
Custom Mirrors

New Windows/Patio Doors
Replacement & Installation

www.lamorindaweekly.com

diagnosed with COVID-19.
Why increase the odds of that
unfortunate occurrence?
Why put the entire commu-
nity at increased risk?

Sadly, my position is not a
popular one. Many in the
club support the board's deci-
sion. They simply do not un-
derstand the risks of in-
creased exposure to a wider
population.

Ethan Bortman
MCC Resident

Dredging SF Bay?

The San Francisco Bay is a
recreational treasure to be
enjoyed by all residents of
Contra Costa County. When
the inland valley heats up, my
family enjoys walking along
the Bay trail at Marina Bay in
Richmond, picnicking along
the shore, viewing the beauty
and breathing the fresh cool
air.

It is unthinkable that a
plan is in place to dredge the
San Francisco Bay in order to
allow larger and more nu-
merous oil tankers bringing
dirty tar sands to local re-
fineries. This will add high
levels of smog and dangerous
particulates in the air with es-
timated additional CO2 emis-
sions equivalent to 1.4 million
cars per year in the county.

It is time to transition
away from fossil fuels, not in-
crease GHG emissions, nor in-
crease the risk of a gigantic oil
spill. Let’s protect our natural
and recreational resources for
current and future genera-
tions. Let’s work together for
a just transition from fossil
fuels and preserve the eco-
nomic prosperity, beauty and
health of our Bay Area
counties.

Amanda Casey
Saranap

Neighbors Appeal Lot 66 De-
cision to City Council

Please help us fight Dick
Holt’s scandalous plan to de-
velop Lot 66. In 2008, the City
Council and Planning Com-
mission denied the project
because Lot 66 has never been
buildable. In 11/26/08 Lamor-
inda Weekly: "A legal lot is not
necessarily a buildable lot,"
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said Les Hausrath, attorney
for the neighbors. "The entire
lot is encumbered by
easement.

Recorded documents
show the easement runs the
width of the map. The docu-
mentation is quite clear of the
existence of the easement.
This lot was developed as a
gateway for upper lots; it was
never designed to be a devel-
opable lot." EBMUD removed
Lot 66’s water meter on July 1,
1970. Why? Because the lot
was no longer buildable; it
was designated an ease-
ment/access lot only to de-
velop subdivisions up the hill.
Lot 66 is bisected by Sessions
Road. Yet current planner
Jonathan Fox instructed the
Planning Commission to go
straight to siting and massing
based on City Attorney Mala
Subramanian’s advice to ig-
nore the easement issue. In
1/21/09 Lamorinda Weekly,
former mayor/attorney Ned
Robinson wrote, “ The city at-
torney is just dead wrong if
she says (as reported) that the
city can grant a right to build
on the easement (except the
trail easement that the city
owns). It should be noted that
the county has said the lot is
"unbuildable." To my knowl-
edge, no planning agency -
city or county -- has ever tried
to grant the right to develop
over someone else's prop-
erty...and an easement is an
interest in property.” On April
6, the PC voted 4-2 to grant
Holt’s permit. Kristina Sturm
and Greg Mason, the only two
PC members who saw the
site’s story poles, voted no.
Holt served 23 years on the
Planning Commission. He has
a right to apply for a permit;
however, the PC’s decision
now makes it possible for ANY
developer to build on an un-
buildable lot. It
also sets precedent for
Lafayette to IGNORE its own
variances requirements and
to grant special privilege to
Holt and all future develop-
ers. This decision must be
overturned. Support a dozen
neighbors and submit public
comment to the City Council.

Find me on NextDoor.
Thank you.

Pam Swarts
Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police WFRTET 2
Department YA
Incident

Summary

Report

March 29 - April 18
Alarms 58
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 15
Traffic 24
Suspicious Circumstances 12
Suspicious Subject 36
Suspicious Vehicle 16
Service to Citizen 74

Patrol Req./Security Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check 20

Supplemental Report 30
Vacation House Check 3
Welfare Check 23
Ordinance Violation 54
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.

10 Block Westminster PI.

1000 Block Brown Ave.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
1600 Block Springbrook Rd.
Reckless Driving
Lucas Dr./Michael Ln.

1000 Block Via Roble

Upper Happy Valley Rd./Hilldale Rd.

Moraga Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Stolen Vehicle Recovery

3600 Block Deerhill Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Reliez Station Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Olympic Blvd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Oak Hill Rd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Fraud False Pretenses

1100 Block Loveland Dr.

10 Block Silver Leaf Ct.

1000 Block Woodbury Rd.

900 Block Reliez Station Rd.
Grand Theft

S Lucille Ln/St. Marys Rd.
Identity Theft

3400 Block School St.

1100 Block Hillcrest Dr. (2)
Petty Theft

1000 Block Brown Ave.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block S Lucille Ln.

800 Block Solana Dr.

800 Block Avalon Ave.

3700 Block Mosswood Dr.

3300 Block Silver Springs Ct.

1000 Block Windsor Dr.
Residential Burglary

10 Block White Oak Dr.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (5)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.

3600 Block Robertson Rd. (2)

3200 Block Ameno Dr.

3300 Block Mildred Ln.
Disturbing The Peace

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block S Thompson Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.

Drunk In Public
10 Block Eleven
Loud Music
1000 Block Brown Ave. (2)
Loud Noise
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Carol Ln. (2)
400 Block Florence Dr.
4100 Block Coralee Ln.
1000 Block Brown Ave.
800 Block Broadmoor Ct.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Party
10 Block Greenvalley Dr.
3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
Quandt Rd./Summit Rd.

Public Nuisance
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Brook St. (2)
Acalanes Rd./Hidden Valley Rd. (2)
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
500 Block Merriewood
Vandalism
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
600 Block Jennie Ct.
Other
Harassment
900 Block Hough Ave.
K9 Outside Assist Request
600 Block Contra Costa Blvd., Phi
Heather Farms Park, Wcr
300 Block Garretson Ave., Rod
600 Block San Ramon Valley Blvd., Dan
Threats
1000 Block Dewing Ave.
900 Block Leland Dr.
900 Block Dewing Ave.
3500 Block Springhill Rd.
Trespass
1000 Block Dewing Ave.
800 Block Broadmoor Ct.
40 Block Knox Dr.
900 Block Dewing Ave.
Trespass W/ Vehicle
Stanley Blvd./Camino Diablo
Unwanted Guest
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order
Police Department
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Violation Restraining Order
3300 Block Sweet Dr.

Moraga Police

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

March 31 - April 19
Alarms 26
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 11
Traffic 11
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 6
Suspicious Vehicle 1
Service to Citizen 72
Patrol Req./Security Check 83
Supplemental Report 6
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 7
Ordinance Violation 13
Vehicle violations

Accident Property

100 Block Moraga Rd.

Auto Burglary
Not Available (3)
Excessive Speed
Moraga Way at Station 41
Moraga Rd./Commons (3)
Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr (2)
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa
Petty Theft From Veh
Police Department
Reckless Driving
Moraga Rd./Moraga Way
Moraga Rd./Canyon Rd.
Sanders Dr./Hetfield PL.
Moraga Rd./Campolindo Dr.
Tc - Property Damage
Campolindo High School
Moraga Rd./Moraga Way
Vehicle Theft
Not Available
Other criminal activity
Battery Sexual
400 Block Tharp Dr.
Burglary
200 Block Paseo Bernal
Not Available
Extortion
700 Block Crossbrook Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses
100 Block Walford Dr.
Identity Theft
100 Block Miramonte Dr.
10 Block Tamarisk
Petty Theft
1000 Block Alta Mesa Dr. (2)
Not Available
Warrant Arrest
10 Block Kendall Cir.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace
2100 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Music
300 Block Rheem Blvd.
10 Block Natividad Ln.
Not Available
Loud Noise
Not Available
300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Loud Party
10 Block Hastings Ct.
Not Available
60 Block Miramonte Dr.
Sanders Dr./Canyon Rd.
Brookline/St. Andrews Dr.
Public Nuisance
Ace Hardware
Ascot Dr./Moraga Rd.
Other
Animal Cruelty
300 Block Claudia Ct.
Mentally Il Commit
100 Block Brookline

Other Infraction

Skatepark
Possession Of Stolen Pro

Moraga Way/Moraga Vallety Ln.
Unwanted Guest

60 Block Miramonte Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

March 22 - March 28
April 5 - April 11
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

10 Block Ridge Ln.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Burgla

10 Block Lost Valley Dr.
Commercial Burglary

Glorietta Ct.
Fraud False Pretenses

Sleepy Hollow Ln./Ichabod Ln.
Residential Burglary

200 Block Canon Dr.
Shoplift

10 Block Theatre Sq.
Warrant Arrest

Bear Creek Rd./Camino Pablo
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Noise

60 Block Knickerbocker Ln.
Public Nuisance

CVS
Other
Corporal Injury Spouse

90 Block Davis Rd.
Failure To Obey

100 Block Canon Dr.
Violation Custody Order

Orinda Theater
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FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.
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3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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In these challenging times, we all have to pivot and do
things differently from before. But we are resilient and can
find ways to continue to be effective in buying and selling
homes. Feel free to contact me for a virtual presentation of
how | can help you with your
reaI estate needs as we all
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No Open House? No physical showings? No problem!!

925.259.1380

Better
o Homes

REAL ESTATE

RELIANCE
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www.bhghome.com
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2020 Graduata'

By Sora O'Doherty

For most Americans, senior year of
high school is fun and memorable.

Photo Sora O'Doherty

For the class of 2020, there is no
doubt it will be a memorable year,
but likely not a fun one. In Lamor-
inda, the high schools and commu-
nities are teaming up to deliver

e

| ._.I'_...m_J

some fun to the homes of seniors
who cannot go to sporting events,
dances, senior outings, or even to
school.

In Moraga, red is beginning to
appear around town as Cam-
polindo High School is running a
campaign called “Red 'C' Rising” to
support its students and increase
hope and spirit in the community.
Starting on April 20, the commu-
nity was urged to decorate homes,
mailboxes and driveways with red
“C”s. In addition, graduating se-
niors found signs planted on their
lawns congratulating them.

While Moraga is dressing up in
red, Lafayette is painting the town
blue. Acalanes High School and the
Lafayette community are also dis-
tributing congratulatory lawn
signs, with additional community
activities rolling out each week. In
addition to decorating their homes
and dressing in blue, Acalanes stu-
dents have been encouraged to
participate in a variety of volunteer
activities to help the community as
well as to keep their spirits up. For
example, students can sew face
masks, donate blood or make no-

Photo Pippa Fisher

sew fleece blankets for foster
youth.

Miramonte seniors are getting
regular "gifts" sent to their homes,
according to Miramonte High
School Principal Julie Parks. Con-
gratulations yard signs were the
first of a series. Seniors also had T-
shirts delivered to their homes, and
further gifts were planned. In ad-
dition, Parks said, there will be
green ribbons going up around
Orinda in the upcoming weeks and
many other spirit activities.

Parks added, “While we sup-
port our athletes 100%, we are very
interested in supporting all stu-
dents.” Miramonte is making a va-
riety of things accessible to stu-
dents, like spirit week from leader-
ship with different themes and
lunch time activities (in Zoom
rooms) to keep kids connected.
Parks cited activities such as Mats
Fit workouts and Zoom workouts to
help kids stay active, and Lunch
Room drop-ins hosted by teachers
to bring together clubs and create
opportunities to get students en-
gaged.

Lamorinda elected officials continue to serve without compensation

By Nick Marnell

On April 14, the Concord City
Council members voted to immedi-
ately cut their own salaries 10% to
help ease financial pressure on the
city caused by the coronavirus
pandemic. Each council member’s
compensation dropped from $1,352
to $1,217 monthly.

A motion like that could not be
proposed by any Lamorinda-based
public agency because the elected
officials of the Lafayette, Moraga
and Orinda municipal councils, the
four Lamorinda school districts
and the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict do not earn one cent for their
service.

“We began as a city dedicated
to small government,” Lafayette

Mayor Mike Anderson said. “It’s
been the tradition, yet a lot of peo-
ple don’t realize that we do not get
paid.”

A Contra Costa County grand
jury realized that elected officials
were getting paid, sometimes ex-
cessively. “There are a large num-
ber of boards and councils that are
being compensated amounts which
may be viewed as exorbitant,” read
the 2011 grand jury report that
carried the telling title, “Elected
Board Membership — Public Service
or Public Employment?” The re-
port ordered 16 of the 19 county
municipalities to conduct a public
review of the compensation given
to their elected officials.

Exempt from the grand jury
order: Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda, whose elected officials

earned nothing then, nothing now
and nothing since the formation of
their municipalities.

“Orinda was incorporated as a
volunteer community. It’s always
been like that. People volunteer for
commissions and committees, and
the community wants to keep us a
volunteer city,” Orinda Vice Mayor
Amy Worth said.

Moraga has also maintained a
minimal government philosophy
since the town was formed in 1974.
“We have an enormous network of
community service groups, which
add to our small-town feel, and we
rely on those groups for fundrais-
ing” Mayor Kymberleigh Korpus
said. “There’s no extra money in
our budget to pay council
members.”

Serving on a volunteer basis

are not only the Lamorinda munic-
ipal council members but also the
trustees of the four Lamorinda
school districts. “They receive no
salary, no stipend, no health bene-
fits, no life insurance. Full volun-
teers,” said John Nickerson, super-
intendent of the Acalanes Union
High School District.

That same compensation plan
is awarded all five MOFD directors:
nothing, which was recognized in
the Special Districts section of the
grand jury report.

Unless they start paying for
their seats, Lamorinda elected offi-
cials will not be able to ease the
public financial burden resulting
from the coronavirus pandemic via
their own salary adjustments.

Local businesses weather the difficult storm

By Sophie Braccini

Tom Frainier, Moraga business-
man and co-owner of Semifreddis
bakery, continues to radiate his
usual upbeat energy around town,
talking, at a distance, with his
friends and neighbors. The busi-
ness he has been managing and
led to a profitable growth over the
last 32 years, Semifreddis, has ex-
perienced a 23% loss in sales over
the last five weeks, but he hopes to
weather the storm. Frainier notes
that his business model, selling

more than half of the breads and
bakery specialties to retail stores
over restaurants, has insulated the
company somewhat better than
other bakers who relied mostly on
restaurants for their revenue.

Frainier and a majority of his
workers continue to come nor-
mally to the Alameda production
unit where the baking happens
every day. Because he was con-
cerned about disruption in the
supply chain extra flour, salt and
yeast were ordered.

On the factory floor, workers

stay at least 6 feet apart and a
friend of one of the managers
sewed masks for everyone. Now
not only do people wear gloves
and hairnets but also face masks
as they work all day. The safety of
his workers is paramount to
Frainier.

The resilient business owner
has been able to avoid layoffs for
now, but he is quite concerned for
the survival of the whole fresh
food industry and the restaurants.
On the professional bakery's
meeting room white board,

Frainier has inscribed a quote
from Winston Churchill during
World War II: "When you are go-
ing through hell, keep going."

He is not quite sure of what
Semifreddis will look like once the
crisis subsides. Downsizing might
be unavoidable down the road.
Frainier hopes that the economy
rebounds and that people go back
to restaurants and consume the
way they used to, in a not too dis-
tant future.
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
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Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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e Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing
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707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

BURKIN ELECTRIC
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Be safe — cover your nose and mouth

County Health Officers re-
quire everyone to cover their
nose and mouth when doing
the following:
- working at an essential
business
- are inside an essential
business, such as a
grocery store
- visiting a healthcare
provider or facility
- waiting in line for or ride
public transportation

The order also requires
ride share drivers, public
transit, and government
workers to wear masks when
they come close to others, or
where the public is likely to
be present. Do not be sur-
prised if police officers and
firefighters are wearing
masks and other personal
protective equipment when
they respond to an emer-

gency call.

Businesses must take
reasonable measures, such as
posting signs, to remind visi-
tors about masking, and not
serve customers who do not
observe the order.

The new order does not
extend to people driving in
personal vehicles alone or
with members of their
households. Additionally,
children under 12 years old
do not have to wear a facial
cover and children 2 years
old or younger should not
wear a cover due to suffoca-
tion risks. People who are
outside exercising also do not
have to wear a cover unless
someone is within 6’ of
them...and they need to carry
a face covering or mask. For
example, if you are hiking or
walking on a trail, you only

need to cover your nose and
mouth when you pass some-
one...and remember to make
room so there is space be-
tween people.

The Health Department
has also opened 4 locations
for drive-through testing for
people with COVID-19 symp-
toms. Testing is done in your
vehicle. Call 844-421-0804 to
be screened by a nurse and
make an appointment to be
tested. Testing is being done
at County Health Department
offices in San Pablo, Mar-
tinez, Concord, and Pittsburg.

For current information
about the COVID-19 situation,
go to www.coron-
avirus.cchealth.org or call the
Health Department informa-
tion number at 844-729-8410.

Source: Moraga Police Depart-
ment Nixle alert.

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

-.-\..
cOmp\““e“‘ary

Dinner in ouf
onsite
Farm to Tab\e
reStau\'a\"tr R

‘\\ewtor\s‘:\‘“e WALNUT CREEK'S PREMIER
Dining. ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

theheritagedowntown.com

Volunteers across Lamorinda answer call
for face masks

.. continued from Page Al

Beneficiaries have in-
cluded Lamorinda Village,
Meals on Wheels, Seniors
Around Town, White Pony
Express and those who work
in grocery stores such as Di-
ablo Foods. They are provid-
ing masks to those managing
critical business for city of-
fices and those supporting
clients at Orinda Senior Vil-
lages as well as Las Trampas
Inc., Monument Crisis Cen-
ter, Trinity Center, and
Loaves and Fishes, Hope So-
lutions, Chateau Lafayette,
Merrill Gardens and Belle
Terre senior centers along
with Shelter, Inc., and Youth
Homes.

With financial assistance
forthcoming from the
Lafayette Rotary, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Diablo
Foods and the City of
Lafayette along with many
of the “sewists,” within 24
hours Goldie had 40 people
signed up to sew. As she de-
veloped a high-quality de-
sign she brought in three
critical new members - local
custom tailors Joseph
Jamkochian of Creative Al-
terations and Carlos Gomez
of Moises Gomez, and Linda
Morris of the Cotton Patch.
The core team worked
around the clock to pre-cut
fabric and create Kkits of 40
masks each, for “sewists” to
complete at home.

Lamorinda Village Op-

erations Manager Kathryn
Ishizu is grateful. “These
masks will keep our volun-
teers safe as they work to
keep our vulnerable older
population safe. This is an
incredible community effort
and we will all get through
this together.”

They’ve been busy in
Moraga as well, where Paula
Hertel who works in assisted
living services says she has
seen how hard the care-
givers and staff have been
working to keep residents
safe, engaged and healthy
despite all of the obstacles
and hardships.

“I knew our Moraga
community would rise up
and help. My daughter
dances at CAPA. I remem-
bered seeing all these
women sewing costumes
and ballet shoes for the
CAPA shows,” says Hertel.
She reached out to Jen
Schnayer, Christy Kutzscher,
Laura Finnerty and Chris-
tine Curtis, all CAPA "moms,’
to ask them if they would
help. “Christine, a master
organizer, made material
kits and called on many of
the CAPA sewing group to
help as well. Our generous
community also helped with
donating and funding the
costs of materials,” says
Hertel.

In addition, Hertel’s
daughter Elissa Goldman
started a thank you letter
campaign for residents and

'

Photos provided

staff at these communities.
She raised enough money to
send over 150 cards and gift
cards to caregivers and hun-
dreds to residents. “The let-
ters they receive remind
them that they are valued
and not forgotten. The care-
givers feel the same way — a
cloth mask and a thank you
card with a $5 Target gift
card is more than the value
of the materials — we see
you, we care and we want
you to be safe,” says Hertel.

Meanwhile in Orinda the
community is being led in its
efforts by a couple of young-
sters - sisters, seventh-grader
Audrey, and fourth-grader
Grace Kosla, who have so far
with the help of friends and
family already created over
300 face masks. Close to 20
friends and family members
have contributed by making
masks, donating materials
and giving lessons.

Audrey notes that she
has learned the importance
of time management and
persistence, “It’s important
to set a deadline and make
sure to complete the task at
hand.”

The Kosla family’s masks
are going to delivery people,
health care workers, numer-
ous charities and other
friends and family, they say.

“It’s really fun and excit-
ing to help people,” says
Grace.

Photos provided
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The arts and COVID-19:

there, although the landlord is
easing the burden of rent. The
group has applied to the
Lafayette Community Founda-
tion for a grant. That founda-
tion as well as others support-
ing the arts are expanding their
criteria to accept grant requests
to fund operating costs. Cal
Shakes' also confirmed that the
company is applying for such
funding.

Both organizations are
holding fundraisers, “Day of
Giving” on April 21 for THT and
“Be a Beacon” for Cal Shakes.
The Orinda Theatre, also caught
in the grips of a high fixed cost
and no revenue paradigm, is
asking supporters to buy gift
cards to be used at future movie
viewings.

Theater summer camps are
typically a source of revenue
for live theater companies, and
both Cal Shakes and THT are
offering online theater camps
this summer. Cal Shakes Clive

striving for survival

Worsley noted that his company
is brainstorming with other
Shakespeare training groups all
over the world to design a cur-
riculum that is both interactive,
requires off-screen time and is
meaningful. They are now
preparing the classes for either
online or in-person sessions or
a combination of the two, due
to the uncertainty of the times.
As Perlmutter puts it, all we
have now is uncertainty, taking
days one at a time.

Everyone remains confi-
dent and reasonably optimistic.
Worsley believes that in fact
this crisis will help people un-
derstand the importance of the
art in their lives and will spur
even stronger support and
funding in the future.

To support these busi-
nesses, visit: calshakes.org,
www.jenniferperlmutter-
gallery.com,
ww.orindamovies.com,
www.townhalltheatre.com.

The majority of the local art in-
dustry has never been known to
build opulent profit margins;
sheltering in place might well
be the final blow for many arts
businesses. Community support
may make all the difference for
these theaters, galleries, and lo-
cal artists. Many have found
online tools to continue con-
necting with their audience, but
generating life-saving revenue
is proving more challenging.

One of the first venues to
close was Jennifer Perlmutter's
gallery at 3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
in Lafayette. The painter and
gallery owner has been benefit-
ting from a larger pop-up space
at the corner of Moraga Road
and Mt. Diablo Boulevard, so
when the order to close up was
issued in March she realized
that her historic first space
could no longer be viable and
she closed it with a heavy heart.
Following suit, both the Moraga
and Orinda movie theaters
closed their doors to movie go-
ers. Cal Shakes canceled its en-
tire 2020 season, while Town
Hall Theatre had to cancel the
last shows of its “Cherry Or-
chard” production, and reim-
burse bought tickets.

Cal Shakes decided early-on
to entirely call off its 2020 sea-
son, a decision that director
Eric Ting and his team found
incredibly hard to make, but
that could not be avoided given
the uncertainty of times and
months of work that are re-
quired to put on a show. Sixty
percent of the staff is fur-
loughed while others have re-
duced their hours.

Local venues like movie
theaters are silenced, doors are

Image provided

closed, but local artists have,
when possible, moved to the
world of YouTube videos, Face-
book live, and Zoom sessions to
at least stay in the heart and
soul of their community, if not
to make any kind of decent in-
come. On the night of the last
THT “Cherry Orchard” show,
with sparse audiences due to
social distancing, three cameras
were set in the theater and the
production was filmed. With
that video, THT decided to move
online and start a new virtual
business model. Artistic Direc-
tor Susan Hovey said she was
pleased with the number of
people who purchased tickets
for the online show. The theater
company also realized how
much the community cared
when the majority of season
ticket holders did not ask for
full refunds of their tickets. Cal
Shakes was thankful for the
same extraordinary support
from their patrons.

Another example of online
innovation during this trying
period of time is Perlmutter's
new gift shop called "Small
Gifts," which offers a collection
of unique objects, paintings or
jewelry made by local artists.
She also offers the opportunity
to potential patrons to simulate
displaying art she sells in their
own homes to evaluate how it
would fit; she invites the com-
munity on the first Friday
evening of the month for an
online party of art discussion,
discovery and music.

In spite of the online action,
Town Hall Theatre staff has cut
their hours - one is now a vol-
unteer. Operating costs are still

I
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Cynthia Alexander

Lamorinda Village
thanks all the volunteers who have been delivering groceries during Shelter in Place

and supporting our seniors through the years.
Ann & Patrick Clarkson Gene Gottfried

Jessica Almgren-Bell
Allison Almgren-Bell

Carole & Andy Amstutz

Patty Anderson
Michael Ascher
Christine Ayers
Alysia Ayoub
Laurie Baker
Alex Barlow
Mindy Becker
Fran Bergamini
Patty Bernier
Michael Bielski
Francis Bird
Jeff Black
Lindsay Bosworth
Skip Bradish
Trish Brown
Andi Brown
Juni Bucher
Avril Burch
Richard Burkhalter
Monica Burnick
Andres Caicedo
Allison Candell
Susan Candell
Gary Caricole
Jim Carlson

Sue Carlson
John Caronna
Caz Cazanov

Peter Coy

Jamie Cronk
Kate Crowle
Gary Cuiper
Christine Curtis
Sarah Cusumano
Tommie DAmico
Jubilee Daniels
Kara Davidson
Lucid Dawn
Carmen De Jesus
Natalie Dean
Elizabeth Dietsch
Laura Dillard
Barbara Doyal
Mary Jane Duthie
Molly Edwards
Sachi Enochty
Kathy Fagan
Farschad Farzan
Karen Fearon
Bret Fisherkeller
Jean Follmer
Joyce Forte
Cassandra Forth
Sandy Frucht
Ernie Furtado
Danielle Gallagher
Linda Gidre
Beth Goldberg
Michael Gordon

Helen Gough
Heather Grenning
Tanja Gubser
Susan Hamilton
Lary Hanshaw
Jamie Harris
Bobbie Hart

Matt Hatch

Joyce Hawkins
Carissa Hawthorn
Caroline Hendriks
Sharon Hillstrom
Ira Hillyer

Link Hirst

Kristin Horstman
Nikita Hudson
Jeanne Hughes
Suzanne Huhn
Kevin Ishizu

Kay Isola

Liz Jackson

Becky & Don Jenkins
Debra Jockisch
Julie Kaderabek
Sally Kahn

Mike Kern

Helen Kim

Roxy Klein

Karen Kline
Sheryl Kline

Erin Kramer

Lee Kronberg Brian Napper
Meredith LaPointe Sian Newman
Todd LaPorte Andy Nguyen
Jared Lauber Tess Olsson

Kate Leidy Rene & Tom O’Neill
David Levin Kristina Page

Kat Lewis Suzy Pak

Renee Lewis
Gayle Lintner

Marie Lloyd Grace Paolini
Mary Lowery Barbara Papini
Rebecca MacDonald Diane Paulsen
Elizabeth Maier Matt Pease

Vicki Marlow Art Peck

Joy Marlow Braitberg  Jane Peery

Michael Martin Mary Anne Perkins
Melanie Marvin Nicole Peterson
Ruth McCahan Barbara Price
Mary McCosker Yette Prizman
Scott McDonald Tony Pucci
Meredith Meade Christine Raymond
Shannon Meranda Nash Reddy

Marie Meyer Nina Resnikoff
Kathy Miller Terry Ring

Kim Miller Cynthia & Gerry Robey
Carolyn Mills Larry Rose

Alana Mirabella Nina Ruebner
Andrea Mitroff Laura-Kate Rurka
Tara Montanez Katherine Ryzhaya
Monica Moore Sally Salay

Susan and Mark Muren Pamela Santor
Chuck Murray Maddy Sauer

Prasad Palakurthy
Robert Panero

We appreciate your kindness!

.
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Sara Scherbak
Paul Schindler l.na'u.l"u"l'::'m M D:":"-
Jessica Schmedding [ Villoge
Sandy Sherman
Rick Shriner
Marissa Silva Julianne Viadro
Shauna Simmonds Qian Wang
Hannah Simmonds Lisa Warren
Bob Singsank Julie Weber
Olivia Sofield Jennifer Weilbach
Ryan Sokol Molly Wendt
Heather Spellman Julia & David White
Caitlin Stahle Kirsten Whitsett
Richard Stanley Susan Wisk
Ellen Stewart Clarita Wooldridge
Maddy Stewart Emma Workman
Kim Stewart Rosie Writes
Katie Stewart Ellen Zapalac
Cally Stock Diablo Foods
Greg Sutton NCL Acalanes
Jack Sweitzer NCL Lamorinda
Liz Tausend Sewnow!
Annie Terry Sunnytize
Francis Thaler Town Bakery and Cafe
Casey & Richard Thompson Pizza Antica
Susan Thompson Fourth Bore
Jane Tiemann La Finestra
Keely Tietjen Casa Orinda
Mary Lou Till Lavash Mediterranean
Pearl & Larry Toy Deer Hill Winery
Kylie Tran Genuine Goodness
Sharon Vandenberg Locanda Positano

Need help or want to volunteer?

info@lamorindavillage.org

call: 925-283-3500
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Orinda singer Mina Lim, 13.

By Sora O’Doherty

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Photo provided

925-377-0977

Mina Lim has put her musical
talent to work, and can be
found singing a Covid-19 par-
ody on YouTube these days.
The 13-year-old is familiar to
the Lamorinda arts scene as a
frequent competitor in the
Lamorinda Idol contest, last
year winning the 6-8 grade
category and the group cate-
gory with her group 4 O’Clock!
During spring break,
while on lockdown, her
mother June Lee Lim gave her
an assignment to write her
own parody. Mina came up
with a poignant but amusing
parody of “Part of Your
World” from her favorite mu-
sical, “The Little Mermaid”
with lyrics like, “I've got Purell
and Lysol and Clorox; I've got

www.lamorindaweekly.com

canned food and hand soap
galore; You want toilet paper?
I've got twenty ... (four); But
who cares? No big deal ... 'm
so BORED!!!!I....”

Mina reported that “lots
of people enjoyed it,” includ-
ing her teachers at Orinda In-
termediate School. Next year
Mina plans to attend Cam-
polindo, to avail of their
renown choir and musicals.

Mina is quite sensitive to
the coronavirus because she
herself suffered from a seri-
ous but unidentifiable illness
last fall. Now she is sheltering
at home with her mother and
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father. Her grandparents are
sheltering at home. Mina
misses her family and friends,
but uses Zoom and Facetime
to keep in touch. “Only Mom
goes out now,” Mina says, as
she and her father have
asthma issues. June Lim
added that they have friends
in the health field, some of
whom are in New York, so the
situation is quite frightening.
“We are keeping upbeat,” she
said, “trying not to dwell on it,
and the parody has been a lot
of fun, keeping our minds off
it.” People are sharing Mina’s
parody on social media.

Mina’s parody can be viewed at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9L.8z2XF9Q0

Five tips to managing anxiety in challenging times

By Linda
Fodrini-Johnson

Staying healthy and managing
stress is even more crucial to
our lives now. Given “Stay in
Place” orders, we have time to
explore a variety of mindful-
ness practices both to change
and improve our habits that
will lead to better lives.

The current worldwide
pandemic is causing sleepless
nights, hand wringing and
some strange behaviors. Fear
can sometimes bring out the
worst in us. However, I am
also seeing some incredible
acts of kindness and selfless-
ness in neighbors helping
neighbors.

The anxiety that many of
us are experiencing related to
the current COVID-19 epi-
demic is a “situational anxi-
ety” brought on by something
we can’t very well control

outside changing our behav-
iors for a period of time.
Below are five tips and
resources for balancing our
emotions during this un-
precedented time in our
history:
1) Focus on the positives in
your life and the world. Start
your morning with a gratitude
prayer or list of what you are
thankful for. Read the comic
strips before you read any
news and save a positive story
to read last. Say a daily affir-
mation. You could limit your
news watching to every other
day or once a week if you find
it distressing.
2) Mindfulness exercises are
a wonderful way of discon-
necting from all emotions by
connecting with your inner
being and at the same time
disconnecting from all the
negativity and to-dos of our
daily lives. This does not hap-
pen with one try. It is some-

thing that you need to do daily
and increase the time of the
exercise as you become more
comfortable. Just learning to
focus on your breathing can
be a great first start — and it
helps with sleeping too!

3) Get productive. Distrac-
tion is a great mind diversion
when you are ruminating on
your fears or unfounded be-
liefs. Have a list of projects
you would like to complete
and tackle one of them every
time you get yourself in a
worry-knot.

4) Exercise. If you start to
worry or become anxious,
take a walk or follow an exer-
cise video. Yoga is a great ex-
ercise that is both a mindful-
ness practice and moves your
body to be more flexible. If
getting on the floor is a chal-
lenge, look for chair yoga.

5) Eat well. Diet is extremely
important to mental health.
Add immune boosting foods to

your diet like citrus, blueber-
ries, almonds, mushrooms,
green tea, and red bell pep-
pers.

If your feelings are inter-
fering with your daily life,
such as trouble concentrating
or increased use of alcohol,
seek help. The Disaster Dis-
tress Hotline is
1-800-985-5990.

If you need to process
your worries, reach out to a
friend or professional. Some-
times it is just good to talk
through our anxieties. The El-
dercare Services Aging Life
Care Professionals can take
your calls and help with con-
sultations on the phone or via
FaceTime calls. The Home
Care Assistance team is avail-
able to assist you with care-
giving needs. Our teams are
following very high standards
to keep everyone healthy dur-
ing this epidemic — call us at
(925) 937-2018.

Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT,
CMC, is a Licensed Family
Therapist and Certified Care
Manager. She has been
practicing professional care
management since 1984. Linda
founded Eldercare Services, a
full-service care management
and home care company in 1989.
Eldercare Services is now a
division of Home Care Assistance
and continues to provide Bay
Area families with care
management, advocacy,
counseling, support groups and
education.

One family finds silver lining during stay-at-home order

Moraga mother of three, Tami
Shaffer, who is also owner
and manager of children's
play space Gymboree Play &
Music in Lafayette, found
some silver linings after the
few first weeks of shelter-in-

place, the first being that her
family was way oversched-
uled.

“Before SIP,I had a color-
coded calendar on our kitchen
wall (each person in our
household had a color), in ad-

—

dition to a Google calendar to
try and manage activities. Af-
ter 5 weeks of SIP,I am realiz-
ing that maybe we went a lit-
tle bit overboard,” Shaffer ex-
plained. “Because of the
overscheduling, we really

Photos provided

missed out on the simple
pleasures. Before SIP, we
rarely walked around our
neighborhood. Now, we make
it a point to take a family walk
every day. We connect with
neighbors and spend quality

time chatting (from a safe so-
cial distance, of course). We
also sit down for a nice family
dinner every night. Every-
thing is less rushed, slow-
paced, and quite simple. But
it’s pretty darn cool.”

Shaffer has also found
that her kids can manage
without her micromanaging,
they can do chores, devices
are not evil and community is
more important now than
ever before. “People need
people! And you can find
community in many forms,”
she says. “My oldest kid has
his virtual gaming commu-
nity; my younger two live for
FaceTime or Zoom calls. My
husband and I need the live
‘hello’ from neighbors from a
safe social distance, and we
are also able to find commu-
nity through social media. We
will make it through as long
as we have each other!”

-- J. Wake

Balsamic Brussels

By Susie Iventosch

A couple of years ago, we fea-
tured a cheesy Brussels
sprouts recipe in this column,
and for all of you Brussels
sprouts lovers out there, here
is another recipe, which is
tangy, salty and a bit spicy all
at the same time. I don’t
know about you, but once I
became a Brussels sprouts

in New York City when
I was visiting my
daughter. Since she
couldn’t come with me,
I told her not to worry,
that I'd just bring them
back on the subway.
Huge mistake. To some
people, and in some
conditions, they really
don’t smell like Brus-
sels sprouts. Trying to
hide my bag and keep
a straight face, I
couldn’t get off that
train fast enough! I'm
certain the folks on the
subway took a huge
sigh of relief once my
sprouts and I exited
the station. Anyway, so
few are taking a sub-

Photo Susie Iventosch Way durlng the coron-

convert, (for years I wouldn’t
go near them), I've never
looked back. They do have a
very distinct aroma and
whenever I smell them cook-
ing at a nearby restaurant, it
makes me want the have
them. But, it’s not a scent you
want around all the time. For
example, I once bought two
orders of our favorite Brus-
sels sprouts from a food stand

avirus, it’s no problem
and these are absolutely deli-
cious with the crunchy,
browned edges of the sprouts
tossed in a balsamic-Dijon-
shallot reduction. The key is
to let them brown for a few
minutes undisturbed before
finishing the cooking and
making the sauce. That’s the
best way to get the beautiful
crispy edges.

INGREDIENTS
4 tablespoons olive oil
1 cup walnut halves

1 large shallot, finely chopped
1 pound Brussels sprouts, cleaned

and cut in half
2-4 tablespoons water
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon lemon pepper

1/4 teaspoon red pepper chili flakes

2 teaspoons Dijon mustard

1 tablespoon honey

1/3 cup balsamic vinegar

Salt and pepper to taste
DIRECTIONS

Heat one tablespoon olive oil in
a cast iron skillet or large sauté pan
over medium heat. Add the walnuts
and cook just until toasted, stirring
occasionally. (Watch them closely so
they don’t burn.) Remove from pan
and set aside. In the same pan, add

Try these tangy, spicy sprouts with balsamic-Dijon-shallot reduction

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com. If
you would like to share your
favorite recipe with Susie please
contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977.

remaining olive oil along with shallots and cook just until
translucent. Add Brussels sprouts to pan, all with the cut side
down. Cook uncovered and undisturbed over medium heat for
about 3-4 minutes until the bottoms have all become golden brown.
Add 3-4 tablespoons of water, cover pan, and allow to cook until al
dente, or barely tender. Add a dash more water if the pan runs dry
before they are tender. Remove sprouts from pan and set aside.

Add the Dijon, lemon pepper, garlic powder, honey and
balsamic vinegar to the pan and cook until slightly thickened and
reduced by about 1/3. Toss Brussels sprouts, walnuts and red
pepper flakes into the pan and stir to coat with the balsamic
reduction. Continue to cook just a couple more minutes or until
heated through. Season to taste with salt and pepper.
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@ Nottobemissed 4 Notto be missed € Service Clubs Announcements

“Defusing Teen Stress: Navigating Tough Times communities. Melanie Wahlberg, a Christian

and Finding Healing” will be discussed in a talk Science Practitioner, will share how spirituality

at 7:30 p.m., May 4. Free online registration at and prayer heals these problems.

https://healing101talks.org/teen/. Local Lafayette ROtary Club

Sp_iakefl% Scﬁtt Ch}alwez andgrallllam Wﬁeman Please submit events to: Step in on a Thursday and join us for our lunch meeting.

will outline how they provide the suicide i Thursday at noon Oakwood Athletic Club, 4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

hotline and address mental health issues in our CE e MMMITE EIEE 7.0 ’ . ’
Hang TOUGH Lamorinda

3 b c
Saint Mar y'S College 2020 We will come back stronger
Commencement postponed Meetings suspended for now

www.rotarylafayette.org

c’_ .-3," I N T By Vera Kochan degrees will be awarded at www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA
whd the end of the semester and
MARY'S Due to the ongoing health diplomas will be mailed to
ity crisis, Saint Mary’s College gﬂt‘s)fgﬁfcl\g%gﬁ)g;tee‘; ggg& Lamorinda Sunrise s,

i o has postponed its May 23 LS. 3 Felait
M and 24 commencement ex- uling a future date for the RDtE fy e Bl
o CALIFORNIA ercises. In the meantime, graduation ceremonies and gk

festivities. Zoom Meetings on Friday Mornings at 7:00 a.m.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82609498205

MAY WEEKLY MEETINGS
Please submit: 1: Dr. Nadine Hachach-Haram, Worldwide Remote Surgery

. : 8: Lauren Pufpaf, The Impact of Music on Our Brains and Behaviors
Events: calendar@lamori ndaweekly.com 15: Nick Wong, Innovative Technology in Elder Care

Stories: storydesk@lamqundaweekly.com 22: Dr. Cat Hobaiter, The Language of Wild Chimpanzees
Letters: letters@lamorindaweekly.com www.lamorindasunrise.com

Opinion: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamovrinda’s Religious Services

Worship services are available online to view or stream or they have been canceled for now.
Please call or check the individual websites for updated information.

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church 5
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community ! E._. F%IF:JQ&
. . x CHTITRUTIEY LT
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM (at least through May 10") .
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation 10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

please Ca” 925-284-7420 or ema” Cathy.W@StanselmS.WS “No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws ) Journey, you are welcome here!”
Join us Sundays at 10 a.m. | Sunday School 10 a.m

Centering Prayer Group every

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH _ Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel.
. . This is a form of prayer that is deeply contemplative and
All are welcome to our on-line services focuses on absorbing the presence of God
Sunday Service 10-11 am Weekly Conte_mplative Worship Services
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm Wednesday Evenings, 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
See website and join us through Zoom Contemplative worship is a brief service, with plenty
.. . . f sil d kl ion.
www.christianscienceorinda.org 97 STence anc Weekly communion

QUR SAVIOR'S
LUTTIERAN CHURCH

TRANSFORMED BY THE PATH WE WALK TOGETHER

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME
Services online:

mVpCtOday.Ol'g JUI1M LIS [46R DILIE SHRDITAT SLEVILL &0 'h 4l g

CHIIDRLE AND T E PREIGHAMY AT 245 &AM
Wi i Wil e et 1 B B
4 4 10 Moraga Valley Lane
ﬁ ] l-‘,} [__,- www.mvpctoday.org

925.376.4800

oy

PR | LTt oomem oo

Lafayette United Methodist Church
Go to to our YouTube Channel:
Love LUMC

for small-batch, home-grown, curated Join us on Livestream each Sunday

worship playlists and more inspiration li"ﬂstrﬂ'am l:ﬂl"l'lfl.upc
[ ]

* Sunday Worship 9:00 & 11 :00 am.
» Programs for all ages!

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 40 Knox Drive - Lafayette, CA « (g25) 283-8722
@ LOPC.ORG

celebrating our faith » enriching our community « sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.

Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. WI LLOWS P G
School for 1K - 8t grade ; R‘J,N

Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org H ihii H
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School Practical blbll_cal teaChlng’ contemporary
WOI‘ShIp, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422 Online Service Only 10:45 AM

www.holyshepherd.org

=y
9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL VWORSHIP
10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

in the Center for Ministry

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org | (925) 254-5965
All Are Welcome

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

)

§t Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am
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Moraga Rotary makes lK face shields for East Bay hospitals & facilities

Rotary Club of Moraga is a 53-year-old service
club within Rotary International, one of about 34,000
Rotary Clubs in about 200 countries. Regular meet-
ings are held on most Tuesdays at noon, currently
via teleconference. If you are interested in joining
Rotary or would like more information, please con-
tact moragarotary@comecast.net or visit the website
at www.moragarotary.com to get in touch with Brian
South, membership chair.
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and provide additional protection to medical profes-
sionals who are battling this pandemic day in and
day out. It was Rotary’s way to give back to the med-
ical professionals by making something that would
help protect them as they help protect us.

The project commenced in late March by Rotari-
ans Debbie Koo and Hubert Ma in a conversation
about the shortage of face shields. Materials were
ordered the very next day, and the first face shields
were being made within the week, fol-
lowing established designs, and costing
a bit more than $2 per shield. Requests
for shields may be made to
moragarotary@comcast.net.

The face shields have been deliv-
ered to UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospi-
tal, John Muir Health Medical Center,
and Sutter Health, and to our local
Moraga Royale, and 100 will be deliv-
ered to County Connection bus drivers.
Some appreciative comments include:
“Resources [face shields] like these are
life savers for our front line caregivers,

il

Moraga Rotarian Mary Sue Erickson uses a band
saw to cut precise foam blocks to make the
forehead pieces for face shields.

Submitted by Hubert Ma and Gary Irwin

One thousand plastic face shields to help protect
medical staff are being constructed and delivered by
Moraga Rotary Club to local and regional medical
service providers and essential workers. These

Photo John Erickson

plastic shields are used in addition to face masks,

and we appreciate your effort on our
behalf,” Jamie Wood of Sutter Health
commented, and Rowena Chesney of
John Muir Health said they “are very
fortunate for the community's gener-
ous support.”

Dianne Wilson of Moraga Royale
said, “Face shields provided by Moraga
Rotary equip those on the front line

citizens.”

Moraga Royale Senior Advisor Dianne Wilson (in blue) assists
Executive Director Loto Rickman, left, and Medical Technician
who are protecting our most vulnerable [ej Akoteu with their personal protective equipment, now

including plastic face shields made by Moraga Rotary.

Students keep connected while discovering distance learning

By Ania Keenan

Students on March 13 re-
ceived an email verifying the
Acalanes Union School Dis-
trict’s decision to close schools
through April 3 in response to
the coronavirus, which came
shortly after the Orinda Uni-
fied School District and many
other districts around the
state reached similar conclu-
sions. “The Board and staff
understands how immensely
disappointing this is to many
of you as your school, activi-
ties and social world has been
completely disrupted. For that,
we are profoundly sorry,”
AUHSD Superintendent John

Nickerson stated in his email
to students, expressing his re-
morse.

Without access to class-
rooms students began transi-
tioning to online schooling in
the weeks leading up to spring
break. The two-week period
between March 16-27 was
used as a trial run with the
understanding that teachers
would apply more interactive
teaching platforms to reach
their students if the closure
was extended to meet public
health needs.

A few weeks into online
schooling most of the AUHSD
students have been receiving
a majority of their lessons
through Google Classroom

and other online platforms
with some teachers using
YouTube to post virtual lec-
tures. Miramonte Sophomore
Natalie Kurtz says that she
gets most of her class assign-
ments from Google Classroom
with limited use of Zoom or
other virtual communication
tools.

“I'm learning, it’s just not
like learning at school. I'm
learning different ways to do
my work but not necessarily
learning a lot of new mater-
ial,” Kurtz said. This is a senti-
ment shared by many other
students who recognize the
difficulties of the situation but
hope that the school can im-
prove their strategies.

“While their communica-
tion hasn’t been the best, it’s
been adequate enough to get
us through the past week
without too much issue,” Mi-
ramonte Senior Harry Bur-
nick said. “But I think if they
just sent out a mass email,
with a schedule for Zoom
classes that every class has to
follow, rather than the ‘every
man for themselves’ approach
the school is currently follow-
ing, that would help this go a
whole lot smoother.”

Despite lack of connection
on campus many school lead-
ership programs are continu-
ing to reach out to their stu-
dents during the closures. The
Miramonte leadership pro-

gram continues to post on
their social media accounts, as
have other schools in the dis-
trict, and have floated the idea
of virtual spirit days in the
chats they send out to the stu-
dent body.

“Currently, Leadership at
Miramonte is actively plan-
ning a spirit week that can
still occur virtually. This
would include fun daily social
media events that everyone
can take part in,” Miramonte
All-Student-Body president
Erik Johansen said. “My class,
the junior class, is looking into
potentially having a grade-
wide Zoom call along with a
variety of other ideas.”

Lamorinda Chinese Americans
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Christopher John Beggs

Age 4, aresident of Moraga

2-10-16 — 4-20-20

his beautiful, most precious little boy

lost his 2.5-year battle with Leukemia.
He has spent most of that time in the
hospital or in isolation, yet he had an
unquenchable thirst to learn and laugh. He
loved LEGOs and Paw Patrol. His strength
and courage during his battle was an
inspiration to everyone who met him. He
will be remembered for the joy he spread
despite the situation he was in.

Christopher is survived by his parents,

Matt and Erin, his sister, Claire as well as
grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins. He
will also be missed by scores of friends
and neighbors who were touched by him.
No services during these times.
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mobilized in mask donation
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Submitted by Jamiel Liu and
Laura Liu

Following the Bay Area beginning to
“shelter in place” and the state of Cali-
fornia following suit, the Lamorinda
Chinese-American community exten-
sively discussed the rapid increase of
COVID-19 cases and the shortage of
masks in the United States on WeChat,
the popular Chinese social media.

Many expressed worries for their
elderly neighbors, people working in the
essential business and those working in
healthcare, all groups who had little to
no personal protective equipment (PPE):
“We need to do something to help the
community, and quickly... The health-
care workers are the frontline fighters
against the virus. They need to be pro-
tected... We should pitch in and help.”

Some families donated N95 and sur-
gical masks, protective suits, gloves, and
disinfectant wipes that they had saved to
the Occupational Services of Kaiser in
the Napa/Solano area. Others pledged to
fundraise when further supplies were
identified, reached out to their family
and friends in China to ask them to send
supplies and provide logistic resources,
and put a great deal of time into re-
searching federal PPE standards.

The first fundraising efforts began
on March 17 when Alice Zhang, a mem-
ber with a great understanding of PPE
standards, secured a purchase of 93
boxes of Medline Surgical Masks (con-
taining 4,650 masks in total). More than
$4,400 was raised in three hours by Chi-
nese residents in the Lamorinda area,
allowing for the order to be placed. The

Community Service:

masks were ultimately distributed
among Sutter Health in Oakland, Kaisers
in the Napa/Solano area, and Kaiser Dia-
blo within one day. Furthermore, on that
same day, a batch of 200 surgical masks
and 20 N95 masks were collected from
among the group and sent to the East
Bay Gastroscopy Center. All medical cen-
ters responded with overwhelming joy
and gratitude.

In addition, Zhang contacted a Chi-
nese vendor to order regular masks for
neighbors and themselves. Ye Liu, the
group WeChat admin, reached out to
neighbors through social media inviting
others to take advantage of the opportu-
nities. On March 26, approximately
20,000 regular masks arrived and were
distributed to more than 100 neighbor-
hood families within two days through
swift work and help from many
volunteers.

Another fundraiser, with a goal of
$5,000, was launched on March 27 to
supply these same masks for grocery
stores, post offices, police and fire de-
partments, senior homes, gas stations,
restaurants, and other staff around
Lamorinda. According to volunteer ac-
countant Hongyu Wang, by March 29,
donations amounted to more than
$10,900, used by Zhang to complete the
order. In total, 18,000 masks were re-
ceived and distributed to senior homes,
gas stations, grocery stores, and post of-
fices, among others on April 4. In addi-
tion to the collective donation, personal
donations of N95 masks, KN95 masks,
surgical masks, hand sanitizer, and dis-
infectant wipes have been delivered by
more than 10 volunteers to senior
homes, Children’s Hospital Oakland, Alta
Bates Summit Medical Center, and the
UCSF Medical Center, with more on the
way.

All those in the Chinese-American
community have been ecstatic to see
their efforts helping the community.
“This has been perfect teamwork,” Liu
said between tears of joy while dis-
cussing the outpouring support from all.
“We know everybody in the community
is doing their part. We are glad we are
all in this together.”

We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s
dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about

their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with
the subject header In Service to the Community.
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Four years of basketball excellence for Jordan Ford at SMC
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Jordan Ford Photo Gint Federas
By Jon Kingdon

After a 26-8 regular season record, the Saint Mary’s
basketball team was preparing to learn who they
were going to play in the National Collegiate Athletic
Association tournament. At the same time, senior
guard Jordan Ford, who was averaging 21.9 points per
game this season, was on the verge of becoming the
all-time leading scorer for the Gaels. Ford was trailing
Matthew Dellavedova, who scored 1,933 points from
2009 to 2013, by four points, only to find out that due
to the coronavirus, the rest of the season was being
canceled.

Though there was some frustration for Ford, his
first concern wasn’t about his personal goals. “What
was more frustrating was that we couldn’t play in the
NCAA tournament, not my being the leading career
scorer at Saint Mary’s because I know that I would

have broken the scoring record,” he said. “There’s
nothing I could do about it and I don’t dwell on it, but
it would have been cool to have passed someone like
Dellavedova who is a Saint Mary’s legend.”

SMC head coach Randy Bennett was also disap-
pointed for Ford but appreciated how he handled the
situation. “He was so classy at not getting the scoring
championship,” he said. “You would never know it
was on his mind but I'm sure he knew. We weren’t
even paying attention to it but when they canceled the
season, they told me Jordan only needed four more
points. I was like, ‘Can it get any worse?’ It would
have been cool if he had that record because that was
what he was really good at — scoring. We’ll have to
put an asterisk next to his name because he would
have gotten that record.”

As a senior at Folsom High School, Ford was
named second team all-state by MaxPreps and was a
two-time Sacramento Bee Player of the Year and a
three-time all-NorCal selection after finishing his ca-
reer averaging 19.7 points per game. It was not cut
and dried that Ford would attend Saint Mary’s. “Jor-
dan had a number of schools that were recruiting
him,” Bennett said. “It was between us, California,
Oregon and UC Santa Barbara.”

As it is for most freshmen, playing at a Division I
school was not an easy transition for Ford. “It was
quite an adjustment in terms of getting my game
ready on the defensive end and slowing the game
down on the offensive end in my head, as I was too
quick for my own good.”

It was also a challenge to learn the Randy Bennett
system: “It took a while for me to learn all of the
plays. The other three freshman (Tommy Kuhse, Eli-
jah Thomas and Jock Perry) and I would watch the
upperclassmen and learn on the fly and then go back
over it with each other. I also had to get used to the
size of the other players. Everyone played good de-
fense and I had to find a way to work around that.”

Ford averaged 5.7 minutes a game as a freshman
and only scored 2.4 points per game. “We had two
very good starters in Joe Rahon and Emmett Naar so
Jordan did not get as many minutes as I had antici-
pated he would get,” said Bennett. “He improved his
strength, his defense and moving to his left. His best
role was as a scorer and when the ball was in his
hands.”

The talent of the upperclassmen was not lost on
Ford: “Being able to watch players like Joe Rahon, who
was a fantastic leader, Emmett Naar, Jock Landale and
Calvin Hermanson really helped all of us. You just
wanted to follow in their lead, to not mess it up and
help them in any way we could.”

It was toward the end of his sophomore year
when it began to come together for Ford: “I started to
build my confidence with each game and the team
began to have confidence in me to make plays. As a
sophomore, I was just a piece of the puzzle playing
with Jock, Emmett and Calvin. My scoring improved

towards the end of that season.” Ford would go on to
become the first Saint Mary’s player to score more
than 700 points for two seasons, his junior and senior
year.

It was as a junior that it became Ford’s team to
lead, said Bennett. “The fact that Jordan paid attention
those first two years enabled him to be a tremendous
leader his junior and senior year. He was a little bit
quiet but with his leadership style, he was very effec-
tive and unselfish, holding the team and himself ac-
countable. He was always positive with his teammates
and never got down on any of them.”

It certainly helped that there was a great mutual
respect between Ford and Bennett. “Coach Bennett
did a great job with me. He always told me what I
needed to work on and helped me get to where I am,
especially as a shooter, making sure my footwork was
right and shooting the ball correctly. He would also
work with me on going to my left more and he said
that he would figure out a way to get that done. It was
one of those relationships where he had no problem
saying what he needed from me and if I had an issue
that I wanted to bring to him, I felt comfortable going
into his office and expressing that.”

The respect Bennett has for Ford goes beyond his
ability as an athlete: “Jordan’s a great human being,
with a great attitude and was really easy to coach. You
could coach him hard and he would take the parts he
needed out of what you said to him and transfer it to
his game. You want a player like that. He would tell
me what was on his mind in the right way. I respected
that he had enough self-confidence and he would
never go out of bounds with it. He was great that way.
I cannot remember a game where he wasn’t ready
and did not bring his best effort. There were not a lot
of guys that you could say that about. I knew that in
big games he was going to bring it to another level.”

With the campus closed, Ford is back in Folsom
with his parents and taking his final class, a commu-
nications project on mental training and how it ef-
fects your performance. He will be receiving his de-
gree in Communications in late May. “Right now, I'm
staying locked down and shooting in my backyard,”
said Ford. “I've been able to find some gyms here and
there and making sure I'm not getting any exposure
to the coronavirus.”

Ford is hoping to follow in the footsteps of former
Gaels Dellavedova and Patty Mills to play professional
basketball. “I want to play in the NBA and I’'m work-
ing very hard to prepare for that now. The process is a
little different this year. It will probably be limited or
no workouts for the players. The NBA draft combine
could get canceled or pushed back. All teams can do
right now is set up interview calls. I had my first in-
terview call with the San Antonio Spurs, which was
really cool, and will be talking soon with Utah and
Denver.”

... continued on Page C4
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m Hair Care Services Senior Services

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Rototilling

Renee's
Jenior fenwvices

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go

and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, |

House Cleaning

| shopping with? Need a ride to a

£t Ken's Rototilling
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

4 W/D Tractors
Hillside Weed Cutting

W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com

www.discoverpropertysolutions.com
925-808-8475

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Music Lessons

Tommy Davidson’s Low Brass Individual
Lessons via Skype. Classical and jazz
instructor in Lamorinda schools since 2003.
TboneTommy909@gmail.com

Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?
Or a little companionship
Call Renee: 925-393-8732

Help Wanted

Calpine Corporation secks
Director, Project Management
in Walnut Creek, CAtoid &

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

WE HOP TOIT!

anlyz plant configurat’ns &

(925) 377-6600

technologies in plant dvlpmts.
Req. Bachelor’s in Mechanical
Engrg, 5 yrs engrg exp in
electrical pwr generat’n, &

$10 per 1/2” classified
ad height.

Fun Piano Lessons

Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

perform’g combined cycle

& cogenerat’n plant thermal
analysis. PE license req’d.
Apply at http://www.calpine.
com/careers/. EOE

Reach 65,000

with your ad

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125
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ARTEMIS ROWING

2020 Learn to Row
Summer Camps for

Grades 6-12 ==

1Week Sessions
Beginners and
Experienced-Beginners

starting June 15

cost $325 beginners and $300 exp-beg SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

www.ARTEMISRowINGCLUB.ORG

ComreTITIVE and Recreational ROWING FOR EAST BAY YOUTH GR 6-12

§10.542.9673
{ L

AT THE Jack LoNpox AqQuaTic CENTER

RANDY BeNNEeTT

BASKETBALL CﬂmPS

SAMNT MARY'S COLLEGE

RB SUMMER DAY CAMPS

JUNE 15-19, JUNE 22-26,
JUNE 29-JULY 3, JULY 13-17

FATHER-SON CAMP
JULY 18-19

HIGH POTENTIAL CAMP
JULY 31 - AUGUST 2

REGISTER ONLINE: | www.SMCMENSBASKETRALLCAMPS.COM

*OPEN TO ANY AND ALL ENTRANTS, LIMITED ONLY BY NUMBER, AGE,

GRADE LEVEL AND OR GENDER

Programs available at

THE SEVEN HiLLs ScHOOL

MW@WW@ Day:Camp,

[ A traditional summer camp experience

Activities:

Call us Today
Schedule a Camp Tour

Half and Full Day Programs for Preschool Age

Swimming Music Crafts Drama Climbing Sports Hiking
Horseback Riding Dance Story Telling Games Enrichment

Staffed by Preschool Teachers

Celebrating

@@ 925.937.6500 e Adventuredaycamp.com

Years

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Programs for Kids

SUMMER CAMPS &
Classes

Learning and fun continue this summer

Thanks to the creative spirit and ingenuity of owners and staff members, many
summer camp programs will continue to offer students an opportunity to learn new
things and have fun in the coming months either in-person or virtually, while keeping
within the existing public health officials' guidelines and safety measures. Shoshana
Marks, who runs The Writing Studio, will offer remote learning for her summer camps
and has been running winter/spring classes via Zoom and Google Docs, for example,
and others like Susan Goldie of Sewnow! Fashion Studio are offering virtual classes as

well.

Look for an updated "Summer Camps & Classes" listing in our May 27 issue.

Adventure Day Camp /o
(Walnut Creek, San Ramon, & Alamo) e

Celebrating 21 years! A traditional summer day
camp for children ages 3-15. In a relaxed
atmosphere, children gain confidence and skills
in a wide range of camp activities including:
swimming, horseback riding, sailing,
skateboarding, woodworking, science, arts,
sports, archery, drama, music, rock climbing,
hiking, overnight camping, and camp games.
Home transportation is available from most

Artemis Rowin
(Oakland) 2 See
ad
Artemis Learn to Row camp held at the Jack
London Aquatic Center introduces rowing to 6th
through 12th graders. No experience necessary.
Cost:
Beginner $325 Experienced-Beginner $300
Dates: One-week sessions starting June 15.
Phone: (510) 542-9673
registrar@artemisrowingclub.org
www.artemisrowingclub.org

The Dorris-Eaton School

areas. Dates: June-August
(925) 937-6500 www.adventuredaycamp.com

DONS Youth Football Academy s
(Lafayette) Ce
ad
The Dons Youth Football Academy will be staffed by current
Acalanes High School Football coaches as well as a full
complement of experienced high school and college players and
a certified trainer and will teach fundamentals, develop skills, and
help kids with the transition to tackle football in a fun, fast-paced,
and non-contact environment.
Incoming 4th - 8th Grade 2-4 p.m.
www.acalanesdonsfootball.com email: acalanesblue@gmail.com

Lafayette - Recreation Summer Camps &
Classes (Lafayette)

In-person and/or virtual camps and classes for all ages including
Tiny Tots, Camp Awesome, art, sports, cooking, dance, science,
engineering, LEGOs, music, yoga, chess and more! Registration
Begins May 4th!

Dates: various dates and times available.

Phone: (925) 284-2232 www.LafayetteRec.org

Moraga Parks and Recreation Summer Camps
(Moraga)

Moraga remains hopeful that we will be able to run all of our
summer camps this year. We are waiting to hear from the State
and Contra Costa officials as to what restrictions will be in place
for camps and day care this summer. Though there may be
changes to how camps are run, registration is open online now.
WWw.moragarec.com

Legarza Sports
. (Orindar)’ See
ad
Legarza Sports programs give children the knowledge and
motivation they need to achieve their personal best in sport and
life. Our camps are tailored to help your young athlete succeed

on and off the court in a safe, professional and encouraging

environment of learning and fun.
Virtual Programs now available!
www.legarzasports.org

ad
The Randy Bennett Day Camps held at Saint Mary’s College in
McKeon Pavilion are a great way for boys and girls ages 4-13 to
receive top-class instruction on every aspect of the game, led by
Coach Bennett and his staff. Morning, afternoon and full day

options available.
smcmensbasketballcamps.com

Walnut Creek

San Ramon
Randy Bennett Basketball Camps
(Saint Mary's College, Moraga)

Go Beyond Traditional.

Challenging Academics

The
Saklan
School

Discover the power
of engaged learning.

Experiential Learning
Inspiring Teachers
Strong Connections

Think Creatively. Act Compassionately. Live Courageously.

Pre-K through 8 saklan.org
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SUMMER CAMPS & Classes

Roughing It Day Camp

(Lafayette) a d
An outdoor camp where kids make lasting
friendships, learn new skills and thrive outdoors.
Campers ages 4 - 16 spend the summer with
the same age group which builds camaraderie
and community. Activities include swimming,
fishing, rowing canoeing, kayaking, horseback
riding, sports, crafts, nature exploration, outdoor
living skills, cooking, and much more. Free
extended care and free transportation included.
Dates: June - August

(925) 283-3795 www.roughingit.com

Spanish Immersion Summer Camps with
Viva el Espaiiol (Lafayette) See

Learn or improve Spanish language skills through ad

games, music, science projects and cultural activities. Camp

themes, hours, group sizes and formats may change depending

on coronavirus pandemic. Check our website for updates on

in-person/on-line options.

(925) 962-9177

www.vivaelespanol.org

The Saklan School See
(Moraga)

Provides culture, language and summer fun for ages 3-11.
Mornings on campus are filled with enrichment in Mandarin,
French, Japanese, and Spanish. Afternoons are packed with
summer fun, including field trips, swimming, art and music.
Three-week sessions 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Full or half days, with
extended care available.

Dates: June 8 - Aug. 7

(925) 376-7900 www.saklan.org

The Writing Studio - Camp Young Writers
(Lafayette)

Summer camps at The Writing Studio provide both aq
remote classroom writing instruction and remote one-on-one
sessions for grades 3-12. Writers step into a world of storytelling
and essay-based expository writing, developing proficient
techniques and strong writing skills in the process.
Dates: June 8- July 3 and July 13- Aug. 7.
Phone: (925) 385-0211
www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

Trombone Lessons

Tommy Davidson says let's keep playing! Learn fundamentals
and classic technique. Build your chops in individual low brass
lessons via Skype. LPIE Instructor in Lamorinda schools since
2003. ThoneTommy909@ Gmail.com or Text 925-808-8475.

Look for an updated Summer Camps & Classes in our
May 27 issue. We all hope to have more clarity as to what
traditional camp programs may be allowed by then.

If you have a summer program offering, please email
information to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

The Lamorinda Weekly Summer Camp listings are not paid advertising.
Our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. In the event we have
inadvertently printed misinformation, please let us know. LW is not liable
for errors or omissions.

Thank you Advertisers!
Lamorinda WeekKkly.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Sewnow! Fashion Studio /seg

Learn to design and sew your own fashions,
and make new friends! Design and Make your
own unique fashion items! 4th grade and up use
our Learn-to-Sew and Intermediate Fashionkit
Curriculum. New this year and starting in May —
sewnow! learn from home programming
especially designed to bring sewnow!
instructors and our popular creative experience
right to your home sewing desk! For more
information, email:info@sewnow.com, or visit:
WWW.SEeWNow.com

NS

b i

YOUTH FODTBALL ACADEMY

e —

Hands Dirills | Trench Wars | 7 x 7 Tournament | QB Dirills

Agility Stations | Route Running | Awards/BBQ

Register @ Www.acalanesdonsfootball.com
or email: acalanesblue@gmail.com

’ EIIIIEIIIHE IT

DAY CAMP CAMP

Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Located at the Lafayette Reservoir * Ages 4-16
Free Transportation * Free Extended Care

Join us for a camp tour!
Roughingit.com 925.283.3795

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Spamsh Immetsion Camps
* Week-long day camps

% Choose from a variety of kid-friendly themes *

aqg % Camps include games, arts & crafts, *
science, music, cooking and more! S

+ Option for half or full day, with before and
after care

* Experienced, dynamic teachers

(Lafayette)

il

Several camps include fieldtrips to the Lafayette Reservoir!

www.vivaelespanol.org « 925-962-9177
Lafayette « Pleasanton ¢ Mill Valley » And schools all over the Bay Area

Fashion Design &
Sewing Camps

Learn to design like a pro, sew your own fashions, and make new friends!

Design and make unique fashion items! 4th grade and up, Learn-to-Sew and Intermediate FashionKit
camps. 2nd and 3rd grade Juniors’ Camps. New this year, sewnow! at-home virtual classes and camps.
Sign up now to enjoy making creative fashion items, and memories that last a lifetime.

For more information email, call, or visit: www.sewnow.com
sewnow! 3455 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette (925) 283-7396 info@sewnow.com

THE WRITING STUDIO
Camp Young Writers

-August
U 8~Jul 3 and July 13m€:te%v. 4

C/asses will be taught re

¢ Classroom instruction and individual sessions
e Writing Projects
¢ Tools to improve fluency and sentence structure
e Grades 3-12

The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Ct., Suite 101-A, Lafayette | (925) 385-0211 | www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

B LEGARZA SPORTS

BASKETBALL Bﬂ!ﬂl__‘ FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGES 5-14

 Orinda [IIIHIIIIHIIHIIH School
July 13-17 & July 20-24
Morning Camp | Afternoon Camp | All-Day Camp
FREE Extended Care: 7:45 AM / 5:30 PM

ENTER CODE: WELCOME FOR $50 OFF
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{HARDWARE & LUMB

SINCE 1967

Thank you for supporting us and all
the locally-owned businesses in Lamorin-
da. Our awesome team is working hard keeping the store
stocked and sanitized while continuing
to help our fabulous customers!

Our temporary hours are :
Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00AM - 1:00PM

We now have face masks, sanitizer and gloves
in stock as well as a large assortment of
organic soils, amendments, fertilizers
and drip irrigation parts.

We wish you good health!

1409 Moraga Way, Moraga | 925.376.3600
www.moragahardware.com | Moraga Shopping Center

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

CREATE A HOME

YOU CAN’T WAIT TO
COME HOME TO

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

&l A good neighbor

\ has your back.

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm'

State Farm
1606040 Bloomington, IL

The UPS Store  Bs

Our location:

New hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce
shop
Moraga MAKE LIFE EASY

irstsCom SHOP LOCAL

AR CREAGATIRST OO0

v Shipping v Postal Services

v" Copying, Finishing v Business Services
v/ Printing Services v Live Scan
v"Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

private yooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on .@""
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center =z

Professional Automotive

Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic
2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year 530 Moraga Rd. ¢ 925-376-0692

WW w.moragamotors.com

= | E

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T O Z
e Comprehensive Vision Testing LPFED
e Eye Disease Diagnosis FECF D

e Specialty Contact Lens Care

e Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses ferzas

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A JEETTTIITs
Moraga -« (925)376-2020 T

MORAGA GARDEN
CENTER '
Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

]Bayﬂmza home
cevmpanions

in-home care services

ﬂffondab @ompetent Warm & @ompassmwate Adult Care
* Personal Care

¢ Light Housekeeping

* Meal Preparation e Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

RENT FROM THE COMEORT
"OFFYOURTHOM

IAL'NI NERE [OR YDR
Lo LLDE Lt PELEIER I,

ETIL SF1 FSIFL HAFDACER FOIVY, LOSED,

di _ -r._...

Flolaa ¥R COvibEch d Ol Baleliel SUWFLFT

anliis
BINTEVSPALE

AN BHLAC A BT NLOTIW A
i 21 ISR

REL b

M@ aulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from

Complete Auto Repair
State of California
Brake, Lamp &

OFFICIAL

Smog Station | °;....

the Post Office)

\1 ADJUSTING
STATION
{ t ™ STAR Cortflad OFFICIAL

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

Summer Horse Camps
Private Riding Site in Moraga
Complete Horsemanship
Programs for Riders of All Levels

roughingit.com/horse
925.283.3795

HHE#"J

Pet Shoppe

FPet Food & Supplies
Rheem Valley Center 388 Park Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 11a.m.to5 p.m.

I $50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC
Specializing in complex tax

situations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Watch for Love Lafayette

May 13
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Four years of basketball excellence for Jordan Ford at SMC

... continued from Page C1

Bennett sees the NBA as a realistic
goal for Ford: “I have been contacted by
a number of teams about Jordan and he
has a good reputation with the NBA
scouts. I've had enough of them contact
me and I can tell there’s a buzz about
him. The more they get to know him,
the more they are going to like him. He
is still only 21, which is young for a col-
lege senior. He’s going to get stronger
and he will keep getting better as a

player. He reminds me a lot of Patty
Mills (who was drafted in the second
round in 2009 by Portland and has
played 10 seasons, and is currently on
the San Antonio Spurs’ roster) as a
scoring point guard. I think he has a
good chance to make it.”

Ford took his academics seriously
from the start: “It was just a matter or
prioritizing my time correctly and
making sure I stayed on top of my
schoolwork and staying organized.
There were outlets for me to go to and

get help if I needed it. The best part
about college, I would like to say, was
just meeting all the great people at Saint
Mary’s, from the students and the fans
after the games and having all of the
relationships I built with my teammates
and the coaching staff, which will last
forever.”

It was during the final team meet-
ing, when the team learned that the rest
of the season was being canceled,
where the real meaning of what the last
four years of playing at Saint Mary’s

meant to Ford: “It was frustrating not to
finish out the season because we had
worked so hard to get where we were.
To not be able finish out something that
meant so much to us, it was a disap-
pointing time because we believed we
could have made some legitimate noise
in the tournament. We were all in shock
at what was going on. Despite that,
everyone was showing love to each
other, especially to the seniors.”
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Lamorinda Home Sales ... read on Page D2

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Wild and free

again in their quest for mates. Untamed vines tangle their tendrils up tree trunks,
along wires, and onto fences. Tulip, rose, lavender, iris, azaleas geranium,
pelargonium, cyclamen, vinca, bird of paradise, and a plethora of other plants are a
parade of festivity. Drifts of daffodils and mounds of grape hyacinth continue to add
color and liveliness. Herbs and leafy greens are harvested daily to add nutrition
and zest to meals. Freshly picked as needed, oranges, tangerines, lemons, limes, and
tangelos provide plenty of vitamin C to keep my family well. My spirits are soaring
with gratitude for my garden. I am healthy and happy as I witness spring unfurl in
all its glory. I may not be interacting with people, but I am intensely involved with
living beings in every moment I spend outdoors. Hopefully, with people ensconced
at home, our planet is healing and rebuilding its strength.

The natural world is wild and free. Humans have the power and the
responsibility to save our planet. In this beautiful month, be grateful for everything
we are and everything we have. Refocus and reclaim your positivity. Reduce stress
and anxiety by going where the wild things are ... hills, fields, and your garden.
Grow yourself!

Photos Cynthia Brian
A patch of calendula and nasturtium with an owl guard the vegetables.
Coo ! wild and
By Cynthia Brian ;.

y tyn free hillside
"I think that I cannot preserve my health and spirits, unless I spend four hours a day || of statice,
at least — and it is commonly more than that — sauntering through the woods and ! nigella,
over the hills and fields, absolutely free from all worldly engagements. " — Henry ] horbi
David Thoreau ; euphorbia,

Mother Nature has an astounding way of rebounding. The blackened, charred y POppy,
hills behind my house from the October wildfire are now a carpet of emerald green calendula,
grass accessorized by a super bloom of glorious orange California poppies, and tall, and more

bright yellow mustard. My orchard is blanketed with a plethora of colorful
wildflowers mixed with the blooms from seeds either scattered by the wind or me
at the end of autumn when the first rains drizzled onto our parched earth. Nigella,
morning glory, nasturtium, calendula, statice, euphorbia, chamomile, lupin, daisy,
yarrow, and more. My fruit trees have been a succession of flowering petals and
delicate fragrance, forecasting a bounty of fresh treats to come.

After six weeks of staying at home, my garden is more alive and gorgeous than
ever. The sky is blue and free of jet streams. The heady perfume of jasmine, lilacs,
and wisteria waft through the clean air. The birds are singing as they build their
nests. Trotting turkeys “gobble gobble”— bowing to one another, then gobbling




VLATKA BATHGATE

#1 Coldwell Banker Realtor in Orinda

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 |573

CalBRE#01390784

COLDLMELL
=1

Lamorinda Stay Safe

GLOBAL
LUXURY.

‘We'll bounce back stronger than ever

Quintessential
Masterpiece

Price upon Request!

Peaceful Retreat!

Price upon
Request!

Coming Soon | Aghalee Rd., Orinda
Nearly 6 acre
Private Estate

Offered at
$2,299,000
Coming Soon 66 Heather Ln., Orinda

- e T o ] T = 0
i A Jewel embedded

in the Heart of
Glorietta

Offered at
$1,750,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.

WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 18 $745,000 $3,018,000
MORAGA 18 $590,000 $2,175,000
ORINDA 25 $1,140,000 $3,350,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3079 Camino Diablo, $745,000, 2 Bdrms, 1253 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 03-20-20,
Previous Sale: $680,000, 02-06-17

1140 Camino Vallecito, $3,018,000, 4 Bdrms, 3716 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 02-28-20

7 Cherry Hills Court, $1,415,000, 5 Bdrms, 3413 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 03-16-20,
Previous Sale: $1,415,000, 03-16-20

693 Francis Drive, $890,000, 3 Bdrms, 1548 SqFt, 1966 YrBIt, 03-12-20

4031 Happy Valley Road, $2,995,000, 4 Bdrms, 3176 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 03-16-20

3548 Herman Drive, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2839 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 03-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 08-27-10

855 Hidden Pond Court, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3188 SqFt, 1991 YrBIt, 03-12-20,
Previous Sale: $1,340,000, 01-23-08

3269 Judith Lane, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1642 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 03-05-20,
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 03-02-20

4060 Los Arabis Drive, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2986 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 03-04-20

1250 Medfield Road, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 1886 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 03-17-20,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 09-22-05

3368 North Lucille Lane, $1,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 2080 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 03-16-20,
Previous Sale: $1,110,000, 07-24-18

3838 Palo Alto Drive, $2,630,000, 4 Bdrms, 3440 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 02-28-20,
Previous Sale: $2,350,000, 10-24-18

3176 Rohrer Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2104 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 02-28-20,
Previous Sale: $1,020,000, 05-29-14

3354 Springhill Road, $2,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 3746 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 02-28-20

1038 Sunnybrook Drive, $1,510,000, 3 Bdrms, 1589 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 02-24-20,
Previous Sale: $385,000, 09-15-00

3276 Sweet Drive, $1,800,000, 6 Bdrms, 3371 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 02-26-20,
Previous Sale: $1,145,000, 05-27-08

1017 Windsor Drive, $1,668,000, 4 Bdrms, 3294 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 02-27-20,
Previous Sale: $218,000, 05-01-85

1010 Woodbury Road #202, $2,360,000, 3 Bdrms, 2468 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt,

02-28-20

... continued on Page D4



Low Inventory and
Motivated Buyers

1045 Timothy Lane, Lafayette 8 Vista Via, Lafayette
5 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 3,320 Sq Ft | Pending 3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,300 Sq Ft | Pending

1045 Timothy Lane went pending well over list price 8 Vista Via went pending prior to hitting the market.
after 7 days with multiple offers.
Inventory is very low and homes are still moving.
There is a strong pool of motivated buyers still
looking for a place to call home in Lamorinda.
k
Pt s Call us to see how we can help you be prepared

to get ahead of this changing market.
PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Christine Frazier

925.550.2130
christinefrazier@compass.com
DRE 01949722

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Leslie Lomond Dave Schurhoff Brittany Hogan

650.799.2110 9259979569 925.233.9061
leslie.lomond@compass.com dave.schurhoff@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01968517 - DRE 01834201 DRE 01990287

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



Page: D4 OUR HOMES  925-377-0977 Wednesday, April 29, 2019

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

MORAGA

7 Buckingham Drive, $1,149,500, 3 Bdrms, 1370 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 02-28-20,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 02-03-16

188 Calle La Montana, $1,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 2415 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 03-11-20,
Previous Sale: $839,000, 02-24-12

1351 Camino Peral #A, $617,000, 2 Bdrms, 1031 SqFt, 1970 YrBIt, 03-02-20,
Previous Sale: $315,000, 03-25-03

1375 Camino Peral #D, $590,000, 2 Bdrms, 1279 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 03-16-20,
Previous Sale: $360,000, 12-15-03

ORINDA Gorgeous New Construction 748 Country Club Drive, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 02-28-20,
564 Tahos Road, 5BD, 4.5BA, detached guest rm/office, views Previous Sale: $639,000, 07-07-10
Offered at $2,998,000 788 Country Club Drive, $925,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 03-09-20,

Previous Sale: $796,000, 07-21-15

147 Donald Drive, $1,535,000, 3 Bdrms, 2543 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 02-25-20,
Previous Sale: $360,000, 10-01-87

167 Draeger Drive, $1,445,000, 5 Bdrms, 3134 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 03-09-20,
Previous Sale: $690,000, 09-23-99

6 Hastings Court, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 4468 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 02-28-20,
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 05-02-02

231 Paseo Bernal, $815,000, 2 Bdrms, 1937 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 03-16-20,
Previous Sale: $557,000, 03-29-04

1 Peralta Court, $1,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 2825 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 02-26-20,
Previous Sale: $376,000, 12-01-87

1288 Rimer Drive, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 3386 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 03-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,830,000, 04-07-19

1372 Rimer Drive, $1,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 2789 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 03-16-20,

ORINDA Prime Country Club Location

513 Miner Road, 1.1 acres, 4BD, BA, guest house, 4 car gar i
Offered at $3,595,000 Previous Sale: $275,000, 03-01-88

1079 Sanders Drive, $1,104,000, 3 Bdrms, 1512 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 03-10-20,

Previous Sale: $850,000, 08-24-15
G LENN AB%;UKFEELEE:-I 53 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 4093 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 03-20-20

217 Sonora Road, $2,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 4685 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 02-27-20

112 Walford Drive, $1,530,000, 4 Bdrms, 2410 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 03-06-20,
925. 2l 'I Previous Sale: $1,081,500, 09-23-13

TheBeaubelleGroup.com 57 Warfield Drive, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2499 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 03-02-20

CABRE# 00678426, 01165322 )

... continued on Page D6




LISTINGS FROM THE OLSEN TEAM

The Olsen Team continues to help people buy and sell homes in a way that is smart and safe. We have dramatically changed our
business to reduce in-person showings and interaction, while still creating a safe path to success for buyers, sellers and renters.
Virtual showings for every property through Matterport 3D scans are listed below.

ACTIVE LISTINGS

= AR« sty N e L —1 %

o 1 "~ = . I § (! i, T i i
180 Willowbrook Lane, Moraga 124 Via Joaquin, Moraga 133 Donna Maria Way, Orinda 1003 Woodbury Rd. No. 207, Lafayette
Offerd at $2,195,000 Offered at $765,000 Offered at $1,500,000 Offered at $965,000
4 Bed | 10Office | 3.5Bath | 3,000 Sq.ft. 2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,354 Sq. ft. 4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,285 Sq. ft. 2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,110 Sq. ft.
3D tour at www.180WillowbrookLane.com 3D tour at www.124ViaJoaquin.com 3D tour at www.DonnaMariaWay.com 3D tour at www.1003WoodburyRd.com

PENDING

1743 Spyglass Lane, Moraga 831 Terra California No..l, Rossmoor 422 Beacon Ridge Lane, Walnut Creek
Seller Rep $1,395,000 Seller Rep $825,000 Seller Rep $1,095,000 Seller Rep $995,000
3D tour at www.1743SpyglassLn.com 3D tour at www.Rossmoor-Condo.com 3D tour at www.MoragaCCHome.com 3D tour at 422BeaconRidgeLn.com

JUST SOLD

i

5 Lynch Court, Moraga
Sold $1,033;500 Buyer Rep Sold $1,200,000 Buyer Rep

PROPERTIES

The Olsen Team
925.200.6000

Mail@TheOlsenTeam.com

BEN OLSEN SUE OLSEN LORI TRUE ERIN KELLY BEN ROJAS DRE #01409268
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

HOME IS MORE IMPORTANT continued from Page D4
THAN EVER S ;

— JUSTSOLD — 71 Ardilla Road, $1,257,500, 3 Bdrms, 1852 SqFt, 1923 YrBIt, 03-16-20,
Previous Sale: $1,180,000, 05-19-16

57 Bates Boulevard, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1932 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 02-27-20,
Previous Sale: $934,500, 10-04-19

22 Carisbrook Drive, $1,140,000, 4 Bdrms, 1987 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 03-13-20

7 Charles Hill Road, $1,905,000, 5 Bdrms, 2726 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 03-13-20

16 Del Mar Court, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2870 SqFt, 1957 YrBIt, 03-12-20,
Previous Sale: $1,976,000, 04-05-17

23 Donna Maria Way, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 1879 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 03-09-20,

115 Devin Drive, Moraga 346 Birchwood Drive, Moraga

- . ! - —n o } Previous Sale: $1,260,000, 05-16-18
Centrally IocaFed charmer updated Mid-cent'ury modern in the Rheem Valley 6 Estates Court, $3,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 4071 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 03-06-20
o wft‘ﬁ‘:rfg{tfp]fff?é?fo' soldfor R ﬂl;ft?:lfgggg'd for 18 Frogs Leap Way, $2,220,000, 3 Bdrms, 2872 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 02-24-20,
Represented sellers. Represented sellers. Previous Sale: $595,000, 07-15-13
39 Hazel Tree Ridge, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 1931 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 02-25-20
2 Patrick Lane, Orinda 359 Donald Drive, Moraga 51 Knickerbocker Lane, $2,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 2702 SgFt, 1980 YrBIt, 03-09-20

12 Lind Court, $1,320,000, 3 Bdrms, 2240 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 02-26-20

61 Moraga Viax, $1,305,000, 4 Bdrms, 2164 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 03-02-20

90 Mossbridge Lane, $1,922,500, 5 Bdrms, 4154 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 03-12-20,
Previous Sale: $2,250,000, 08-08-14

%1 _ ; gt 65 Oak Road, $1,695,000, 4 Bdrms, 4011 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 02-26-20,

Ee——— g+ M Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 09-05-02

S ' ' 85 Oak Road, $1,480,000, 3 Bdrms, 2131 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 02-26-20,

Glorietta beauty with spectacular views Completely remodeled Rheem Valley .
and large lot. Sold for $1,885,650. Manor home with park-like yard. Sold for Previous Sale: $1,218,000, 04-13-15
Represented buyers. $1,700,000. Represented buyers. 257 Overhill Road, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2357 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 03-17-20,

Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 12-18-18
Even in these challenging times, things are moving in the 40 Singingwood Lane, $3,100,000, 6 Bdrms, 3952 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 03-17-20
Lamorinda real estate market. Please contact me to find )
out about ways to buy and sell property while abiding by 76 Southwood Drive, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1951 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 03-11-20
shelter in place guidelines. 6 Saint James Court, $1,180,000, 4 Bdrms, 2488 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 03-04-20
Hope you are staying safe, sane and healthy. 48 Tarry Lane, $1,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 3262 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 02-26-20,
Previous Sale: $490,000, 03-01-92
WWW h o I cen b er com 25 Van Ripper Lane, $3,105,000, 5 Bdrms, 4104 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 03-02-20,
< g > : Previous Sale: $720,000, 07-11-00
18 Via Hermosa, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2408 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 03-06-20,
Previous Sale: $1,255,000, 05-19-17
9 Vida Descansada, $1,951,000, 7 Bdrms, 3272 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 02-27-20,
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 06-16-09
36 Wilder Road, $2,305,000, 4 Bdrms, 4081 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 03-05-20
404 Wovenwood, $1,495,000, 3 Bdrms, 1811 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 03-10-20,
Previous Sale: $790,000, 03-23-17

Michelle Holcenberg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

. mi-'chle'lle@holcenberg.com
'925-324-0405
 BRE#01373412

1:.-" L -
. m - - ]

4 "HEE’!'E! .
. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logosiare trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Rea\ogrBrvk’emgeoup LLE and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles‘of the.Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act: CalRE #01908304




LISA TICHENOR MARY PISCITELLI

ADAM HAMALIAN ~ BRYAN HURLBU D U D U M R EA |_ ESTAT E G RO U I:)

WHERE REAL ESTATE IS STILL PERSONAL

925.708.5630 925.383.5500 To our beloved community: 925.285.1093 925.765.9095
DRE# 01917597 DRE# 01347508 . . - . B " DRE# 01478540 DRE# 01426129
We are thinking of you and your families during these trying times.
MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER

CHRISTINA LINEZO JANE SMITH

We are honoring the Shelter In Place, and encourage
- N . .
=, . our clients, family, and friends to do the same.
" Real Estate is now considered “essential” and therefore,
i i i i i 925.464.6500 d b
415.425.3085 925.998.1914 we are still here to support you, albeit primarily virtual. BT 20001672
We still have many county and statewide restrictions and SHERRY HUTCHENS  TERESA ZOGGHI

JOHN FONDNAZIO JOY WIEHN

|

regulations to abide by while facilitating our sales transactions.
The health, safety and wellness of our agents, our staff, our
community and each of you is still our primary concern!

BEEVT 0055 S Agents and staff are here for you, just in a different manner. o B0 5560
DRE# 01938194 DRE# 02047712 # DRE# 01907345
Reach out to your local Dudum Real Estate Group agent to learn i
JULIE DEL SANTO LAUREN DEAL . !
BROKER/OVINER HURLBUT TEAM more on how we are working remotely to best serve our clients. IR e AN GEERE DURANTINI

Thank you for your loyalty and support. Dudum Real Estate Group
is sending warm thoughts to you and your families, and
together, we will get through this! Be cautious out there

E and please stay safe, stay healthy and stay home!
925.915.0851 415.999.6116

925.818.5500 925.876.4671
DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796

DRE# 01290985 DRE#02060294

In this rapidly
changing world ...

One thing that remains the same

is our commitment to our clients
and our community. Your health
and wellness has always been and
continues to be our priority. We are
grateful and proud to be a part of a
community that genuinely looks out
for each other.

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
DRE 00943989 | 01051349
925.166.1447
health, happiness and safety. Please chris@chrisswim.com

chrisswim.com

We wish you and your loved ones

stay well.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources ‘ @ M PA S S

deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

Number of Homes Closed

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T
Licensed Real Estate Broker

The first quarter of 2020 began with a con-
tinued fast pace in activity on the residential
side of Lamorinda real estate. The closings
that occurred, for the most part, came from
properties that went under contract in late
November to late February, before the
COVID-19 pandemic changed the market.

Supply decreased as many people took
their homes off the market so we will likely
see significantly reduced numbers in the sec-
ond quarter moving forward. The average
sales price decreased in Lafayette versus the
year ago period while in Moraga and Orinda
it increased. The days on market remained
short and the homes that have multiple offers
are increasing.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors
statistics reported from Jan. 1 through March
31, 35 single-family homes closed in Lafayette
down from the 40 that closed in the same
quarter in 2019, and 48 in the first quarter of
2018. Sales prices ranged from $890,000 to
$3.805 million and the average number of
days on market was 26. The average sales
price was $1,825,127 down from the year ago
price of $1,984,125 but still exceeding the

$1,469,744 in 1Q2018. This change can be due
to a smaller sample size and very few homes
selling at the high end of the range.

The median sales price was $1.65 million.

In Moraga the number of single-family
closings was 26, a huge increase from the 15
in the year ago quarter. It was back to the 26
closed in 1Q2018. Prices so far this year have
ranged from $1.01 million to $2.3 million.
The five highest prices for sales were all new
construction homes off Rheem Boulevard.

No resales sold for more than $2 million. The
average sale price was $1,578,476 up from
$1,436,733 a year ago. It was $1,534,007 in
2018. The average marketing time was 37
days, versus 26 days a year ago.

No single-family homes sold below $1
million in Moraga.

In Orinda, the number of single-family
closings was 44, versus 49 in 2019 and 40 in
2018. Sales prices ranged from $995,000 to
$5.6 million with an average price of
$1,783,674. This was also an increase from a
year ago first quarter when it was $1,587,598
and also above the $1,673,088 in 2018. It took
an average of 37 days on the market to sell a
home in Orinda where a year ago it was 40
days on the market.

In the first quarter of 2020, Lafayette

homes sold at an average of $648.43 per
square foot, down from the $690.74 in 2019
and below the $683.73 in 1Q2018 and the
$645.43 in 2017. Moraga came in at
$594.37—pretty close to the year ago of
$599.38. Orinda was at $635.02, up slightly
from a year ago when it was $617.12 — almost
identical to 1Q2018 at $616.89 compared with
$625.23 in the first quarter of 2017.

In the condominium/town home category,
Lafayette had 10 closings reported to the
MLS. They ranged from $834,000 to $2.36
million. Moraga again had 12 like a year ago,
ranging from $502,000 to $1.03 million.
Orinda had one on Wovenwood that traded
at the asking price of $1.495 million.

As of April 22, there were 53 homes un-
der contract per the MLS in the three com-
bined communities (a year ago it was 76 and
in 2017 and 2018 they were both at 95) with
asking prices of $350,000 to $4.395 million.
Again, this is because of the limited supply of
available properties as many have taken their
homes off the market during the pandemic.

Inventory is at 89 —less than the 103 a
year ago. This number is really inflated by
new construction inventory in Moraga,
Lafayette and Orinda; there are 21 new single
family and townhomes in the MLS that were
not available a year ago.

There are 30 Lafayette properties cur-
rently on the market versus 42 properties on
the market in April 2019. Asking prices in
Lafayette currently range from $929,000 to
$3.995 million. In Moraga, buyers have their
choice of 27 homes, up from 21 homes at this
time in 2019 - again the majority are new
construction. The price range is $465,000 to
$2.45 million.

In Orinda there are 32 homes on the
market including several new construction
homes in Wilder. A year ago there were 40.
The list prices range from $849,900 to $4.995
million.

There are no distressed (bank-owned or a
short sale) sales available in Lamorinda.

As is the case nearly every quarter, the
most active price range is in the more “af-
fordable” price ranges. At the high end, 28
homes sold above $2 million in the three
communities combined. One year ago there
were 27 and in 2018 there were 21. There are
41 currently available above this amount in
Lamorinda.

... continued on next Page
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The Real Estate Quarter in
Review

... continued from Page D8

Interest rates have bounced a lot in the last few weeks but have
seemingly settled at very competitive rates. Relocation from the
corporate side has slowed as many companies are having their
people work remotely and as such, many of those buyers are on the
sidelines at their departure locations before making housing
decisions.

Lamorinda continues to be attractive with BART access and
highly-rated schools. The real estate markets in Oakland, Berkeley
and Piedmont have continued to be active so there has been some
spillover effect where buyers are willing to make longer commutes
in order to find more “affordable housing.” Of course, Lamorinda
and affordable housing is somewhat of any oxymoron.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are selling for ver-
sus their list prices. Often homes come on the market at unrealistic
prices and they do not sell. We also are seeing more homes listed
well below true values so that it may encourage bidding wars that
sellers hope might generate a higher overall sales price. In the first
quarter of this year many homes have had multiple offers and have
sold at or above the list price.

Of the 35 single-family home sales that closed in Lafayette in the
first quarter of 2020, 22 sold at or above the list price. In Moraga,
11 of the 26 sales were at or above the asking price and in Orinda,
29 of the 44 sold at or above the final listing price.

This will typically happen when a house goes pending in the
first two weeks on the market. Of the 53 currently pending sales in
the three Lamorinda communities combined, 32 went pending in 21
days or less. The actual average days on the market would be
markedly lower but many agents are setting up marketing plans
where they hold the home open to the public and to brokers and
follow with an offer date in a week or so after exposing the prop-
erty to the market — pointing to a high likelihood of a continued
trend in homes selling above the asking price.

In the detached home category in the first quarter of 2020, the
average sale price in Lafayette was 101.7% of the asking price. In
Moraga it was 100.5% and in Orinda it was 102.3% of the final ask-
ing price.

Of course, the ability to market homes at this time has changed
as Open Houses are not allowed and there are limitations on how
homes can be shown other than “virtually.” Local real estate
boards as well as state groups have put limitations on the number
of people who can be in a home to see it at one time as well as how
the agent can show the house.

The second quarter statistics will likely show drastically chang-
ing numbers in volume although prices appear to remain strong.

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR

A huge THANK YOU to our wonderful
community, first responders, essential workers
and all who are lending a helping hand through
these challenging times. Hoping you and your
families are doing well.

Stay home, stay safe and stay healthy everyone!

With sincere gratitude,

1062 VIA ROBLE, LAFAYETTE
Stylish Mid-Century Modern with
Top Location, Views & Huge Yard!
$2,195,000
Stylish, enchanting Mid-Century modern home
with captivating views from most every living
area, huge back yard and top location only
a short jaunt to town! 5BR/4BA w/approx.
3,525 sq. ft. of living space on .51 acres.

Call me for a virtual tour and with any questions.

925.808.8390 m

sg@sorayadhomes.com

soraya4homes.com LR
DRE #01771736

[ R
COLDWELL BANKER @
5 Moraga Way, Orinda
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Reliable, repeat David Austin Lady of Shallot rose boasts a rich
salmon color and tea fragrance.

SOW for succession to provide pollinators a buffet throughout the growing
season.

SAVE your back and build a raised bed. It’s easy if you enjoy DIY projects.
When you wire the bottom, you won’t have gophers or other diggers eating
your crops.

INVOLVE your kids in gardening by allowing them to grow seeds that
feature a rainbow of colors to fill their plates. Red radishes, orange carrots,
green peppers, purple beets, and an array of lettuces will sprout quickly.

PLANT aromatic herbs and nutritious vegetables that will ensure the
health of your family. Beans, peas, eggplant, broccoli, potatoes, cabbage
and turnips. Toward the end of the month, add tomatoes to your plot.

TRELLIS your vining plants such as wisteria, jasmine and bower plants.

TOWER gardens are a great alternative if you have a small space. Find
ready-made options online.

CHECK sprinklers and irrigation systems for leaks.

FERTILIZE containers as needed. Plants in pots lose nutrients more
quickly than those planted in the ground.

SPRUCE up your patio to prepare for entertaining. Power wash hard
surfaces and get ready to celebrate a Mother’s Day picnic at home.

SOW annuals now in a rich soil mixture. Marigolds, cosmos, zinnias, and
bachelor buttons are excellent choices for a showy summer.

MULCH your garden with grass clippings, chopped leaves, and other
organic composts to reduce weeds.

ELIMINATE any standing water from gutters, pot saucers, old tires, or

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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A flowering cherry is a beautiful asset to any landscape.

puddles to reduce the breeding of mosquitoes.

DEADHEAD spent blossoms from any annuals or perennials to encourage
continuous blooming.

PRUNE back daffodil leaves only when they are yellow and crispy.
THROW bait to eradicate snails and slugs from devouring new sprouts.

READ my books available from
https://www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. To avoid shipping charges, I
will leave your enhanced package outside my office door for you. There
will be no personal contact.
MOW your lawn @@ i@
without the bag at
least every other
week. This allows
the nitrogen and
nutrients that are
in the grass to
nurture the
growing blades.

EAT the flowers
from nasturtiums,
roses, arugula,
cilantro, thyme,
roses, basil and
sage. They add
flavor and beauty
to many dishes.

CUT a branch from
a flowering tree,
like cherry, for a
striking indoor
statement.

Riotous wisteria twines amongst magnolias and
loquats.
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CREATE stunning aromatic bouquets with blooming lilacs,
wisteria, jasmine and roses.

REGISTER your yard or garden as a Certified Wildlife
Habitat at https://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat.
The $20 fee supports wildlife.

FOLLOW up ground fertilizing of flowers, perennials,
vegetables, and fruits with foliar and micro-nutrients at
appropriate times during the growing season.

EAT fresh fruits and veggies, especially those you grow
yourself.

SLEEP seven to eight hours every day to keep your
immune system strong.

BREATHE and know that the sun is going to shine
tomorrow.

It may take some months before we are social gathering
again. For those of us who usually shake hands or hug, we
may be wise to take the advice of the World Health
Organization and begin bowing. Or do as I learned in India
last year: clasp hands in prayer, bow, and whisper
Namaste. Although we are apart, we are together, and we
can view this time as a learning experience. Get thee into
thy garden. Grow thyself! Be wild and free.

Stay healthy. Stay safe. Stay home.
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess
Gardener, is available for hire to help
you prepare for your spring garden.
Raised in the vineyards of Napa
County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio
personality, speaker, media and
writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star
You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast
at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books,
including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the
Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star
You Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Cynthia is available for virtual

e ili Cynthia Brian under her Meyer lemon tree writing projects, garden consults,
Reblooming iris performs best when fertilized after the y y ! R e e ma
first blooms disappear. flanked by azaleas and camellias, Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com



3bd |2ba | 1318 sgft | .46 acre

Set on a spectacular parcel w/ panoramic

views, total privacy & bountiful gardens, this

one-level home provides ease of living in a
super convenient location.

Offered at $1,195,000

~—CLARKTHOMPSON— B3 UXURY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 \/' | | a ge-
Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A






