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SMC President James A.
Donahue

By Vera Kochan

Saint Mary’s College Presi-
dent James A. Donahue made
an official announcement last
month to the Gael Nation,
sharing his plans to retire in
June 2021, at which point he
will have served eight years.
“It seems there is no perfect
moment for announcing
one’s future retirement,”
Donahue said, “but I believe
the right time for me to do

' that has come now.”

Donahue is currently the

 29th president of SMC, having

previously been president of
the Graduate Theological
Union (a consortium of nine
independent theological
schools and Affiliate Centers)
in Berkeley. He is the first
layperson to serve as presi-
dent in SMC’s 150-year
history.

Looking back over his
eight-year tenure, Donahue
acknowledged his pride in
leading such an academically
rich institution. “What makes
this the right time to transfer
the reins of leadership is that
Saint Mary’s today stands se-
curely in a strong position
with a promising future.”
Donahue added, “We are
fully prepared to move on to
our next stage — academically,
financially, culturally, and
educationally.” He credits the
passion of the students, fac-
ulty, staff, alumni, the Christ-
ian Brothers, the board of
trustees, donors and the
Moraga community with

SMC’s success.

Among the many
achievements that Donahue
is proud of is that SMC con-
tinues to be a diverse com-
munity with regards to race,
religion, economic class, eth-
nicity and gender. He also
made mention of the athletic
program’s remarkable
student-athletes who have
raised SMC’s profile globally.
Most recently, The Campaign
for the Future of Saint Mary’s
has exceeded its goal to raise
$125 million which will help
strengthen the college’s pro-
grams and infrastructure.

Donahue ascertained that
SMC will rise to the challenge
presented by the coronavirus
and adapt in whatever way is
necessary to fulfill every stu-
dent’s academic needs with
strength, creativity and
commitment.

“The Saint Mary’s com-
munity will always be my
home going forward,” Don-
ahue stated. “Be assured I
will continue to provide ser-
vice in whatever ways I can.”
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Longtime Moraga
employee Dan Bernie

passes away
By Vera Kochan

Longtime employee for the
Town of Moraga, Dan Bernie
(62), passed away on April 22,
two months after a brain tu-
mor diagnosis. Bernie was on
Moraga’s staff for 35 years —
29 of them as Parks and Pub-
lic Works Superintendent. He
retired in 2014.

His time in Moraga be-
gan in the 1970s; he gradu-
ated from Campolindo High
School in 1974. After a five-
year stint in the U.S. Marines
as a drill instructor, Bernie
returned to Moraga in a job
that kept him in tune with his
love of the outdoors.

Bernie’s former staff,
current Parks and Public
Works Superintendent Kyle
M. Salvin, along with main-
tenance crew Ruben Ochoa,
Jose Limon and Steve Riech-
hold had high praise for their
former boss, colleague and
friend. “He was very rank
and file and was an enforcer
of rules, but didn’t mind
breaking them at times,” they
recalled. “He pushed us as
workers for our betterment,
and always stressed to us the
need to plan for our retire-
ment, even to the youngest of
workers. Dan always took the
time to get to know his sub-
ordinates on a personal level
and kept in touch with us af-
ter his retirement and would
call us on our birthdays.”

With his small crew,

Bernie was responsible for
maintaining all of Moraga’s
public buildings, the Ha-
cienda de las Flores, the
town’s streets, parks, storm
water drains, road median
landscaping, street sign re-
placement, tree planting and
the use of non-toxic weed
eradication. He also orches-
trated the Work Alternative
Program in town for juvenile
offenders from the Lamor-
inda area and hired Future
Explorers to help keep the
parks clean.

According to his former
staff, Bernie was a man who
loved his family and would
do anything to help them or a
friend. While he loved living
in Lafayette and attending
the annual Art and Wine
Festival, Bernie often an-
swered the call of the wild.
“He was an avid outdoors-
man that loved to kayak and
travel the United States in his
customized camper,” they
explained. “Dan loved to
work hard and play even
harder. He loved the nightlife
and enjoyed good food and
entertainment.”

Bernie’s hard work and
love of Moraga is evident
across the well-maintained
town he left upon his retire-
ment. “Dan was extremely
outgoing and touched the
lives of many people,” agreed
Salvin, Ochoa, Limon and
Riechhold. “He will be
missed, and we will do our
best to carry on his legacy.”
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Bay Area
Greenscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445






