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Larry and Betty Sydora and Patrick Lowry respect social distancing at the Moraga Country Club.

Slow reopening of outdoor spaces begins

By Sophie Braccini

On a beautiful afternoon during the first week of
May, Larry and Betty Sydora and their friend
Patrick Lowry took their first swings in weeks at
the Moraga Country Club. The happy golfers were
part of those tennis players, golfers, skaters, and
frisbee throwers who were allowed once again to
play, provided they did it safely. Little-by-little, out-
side recreation facilities in Lamorinda are reopen-
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ing and residents are loving it.

The manager of the Orinda Country Club, Brian
Thomas, explained that club members registered to
play have to arrive wearing a mask, that carts are
single-person use only, and that players are encour-
aged to walk; no guests are allowed at this time.
Members of the same family can play together and
when friends join in, social distancing must be
happening from teeing grounds to putting greens.

The Sydoras in Moraga, subjected to similar

rules, drove a "family" cart together while Lowry
walked the 18 holes, something he found a bit chal-
lenging after the long weeks of confinement.

Tennis courts that reopened May 4 also saw in-
stant bookings caused by six weeks of pent-up de-
mand, despite the strict rules such as only single
play allowed, and no sharing of tennis balls. Brent
De Groot who teaches tennis at OCC, was booked
for lessons from day one until 8 p.m. every day.

... continued on Page A10
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Volunteers spearhead collaborative push to test seniors at all

Lamorinda residentia

Photo Pippa Fisher
From left: De’Janae Gideon, Dr. Armando Samaniego, Dr. Brian Candell, Vice
Mayor Susan Candell, Dr. Yenjean Hwang, Crystal Mendes, Anna Callanta
before heading into Merrill Gardens to test residents and staff May 1.

COVID-19 testing for some of the most
vulnerable across Lamorinda in all
residential senior living facilities.

What started as a Lafayette initia-
tive, as Candell worked with her hus-
band, Dr. Brian Candell of the Orinda
Medical Group, his partner Infectious
Disease Specialist Dr. Yenjean Hwang,
and Dr. Armando Samaniego of
Lafayette StatMed, in conjunction
with County Health Director Chris
Farnitano to test all residents and
staff at the three facilities in Lafayette,
has now expanded to Orinda and
Moraga.

Candell is working with the
Lafayette Community Foundation to
raise the $17,000 needed for the ini-
tiative in the city and is excited to re-
port that the Orinda and Moraga
Community Foundations are also
fundraising for the testing in Orinda

Lafayette are low and very-low in-
come, so we need to make sure they
have access to this testing too,” says
Candell.

Contra Costa County has begun
offering free testing to all residents
but, in order to expedite testing to se-
niors for whom attending a drive-
through site or clinic is not feasible,
the testing initiative is hugely
appreciated.

The first facility tested was Mer-
rill Gardens in Lafayette on May 1.
General Manager Aubrey Goo ex-
pressed his deep appreciation for Dr.
Hwang and Dr. Candell for perform-
ing the tests so quickly: “The support
of these physicians means the world
to us.”

And in Merrill Gardens the news
was good, with all but three tests that
needed redoing completed.

By Pippa Fisher Under the leadership of Lafayette Vice  3nd Moraga.
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Town Hall Theatre music, comedy live shows go on - virtually
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The Sun Kings at a previous performance, from left: Scott Southard, Bruce Coe, Tom Stack,
and Drew Harrison. Harrison will be performing live May 21.

theater, Interim Board Presi-
dent Tom Stack barely
missed a beat to keep the
music playing - virtually -

As with all nonprofits,
Lafayette’s THT is struggling
with the financial cost of the
shelter-in-place shutdown

By Pippa Fisher

At Town Hall Theatre it takes
more than a pandemic to

turning instead to live
streaming performances.

The series kicked off
with a performance by Stevie
Coyle from Mighty Fine Gui-
tars and since then, says
Stack, shows are building on
each other, increasing in
viewers.

The shows, sponsored by
Canyon Club Brewery in
Moraga and by Lamorinda
Music, take place every
Thursday evening at 7 p.m.
and have an impressive
lineup for its remaining per-
formances, including come-
dian Johnny Steele on May
14, and Drew Harrison,
leader of the Beatles tribute
band the Sun Kings on May
21.

Mark Shaw covering
music of the Rat Pack, Ralph
Woodson from the Jimi Hen-
drix tribute band Purple
Haze, and Dave Martin from
Dave Martin’s House Party
and the Buzztones will bring
the series through the mid-
dle of June.

“We have had live music
at Town Hall Theatre for the

past 10 years. We have
painstakingly built an audi-
ence, show by show. I am
counting on those folks, who
want to see it happen again,
to support this series, enjoy it
in this medium, and help
keep us afloat,” says Stack.

Stack hopes people will
donate what they can to help
generate some income and
support the arts during these
tough times. There is a link
for those wishing to donate
on the Facebook live stream-
ing page.

Stack explains that for
him it’s always been about
the educational component.
“This medium gives these
musicians a chance to tell
you how they got into a par-
ticular artist, who their in-
fluences were, and why. I
find that part fascinating —
that’s what I hope to accom-
plish with this streaming
series.”

“Week to week will be
different, engaging, informa-
tive,” says Stack. “Get on the
bus, it’s gonna be a great
ride!”

stop the music, as they pivot
instead to online live
performances.

but, since no one under-
stands “the show must go
on” philosophy better than a

All performances start at 7 p.m. on Thursdays. Details can be found on the THT website
https://www.townhalltheatre.com/up-next-music-comedy

Volunteers spearhead collaborative push to test seniors at all
Lamorinda residential facilities

... continued from Page A1l

“We are pleased to report
that all of the 124 tests that
were administered to residents
and team members came back
negative for the virus,” says
Goo. “In addition, a resident
who had previously tested pos-
itive on April 26 has now tested
negative for the virus.”

Goo says that while this

gives peace of mind, they re-
main vigilant in the fight
against COVID-19. “Our En-
hanced Resident Protection
Protocol remains in place at the
community.”

Orinda Vice Mayor Amy
Worth, who is leading the pro-
ject like Candell as a private
citizen in Orinda, echoes the
sentiment of gratitude for the
initiative and especially the

“Everywhere in Lafayette,”
says Srivatsa, “people are step-
ping up to help each other and
this great endeavor by local
doctors and nurses is no excep-
tion. #LafayetteStrong.”

sent as the doctors and their
assistants went into Merrill
Gardens says that it was a priv-
ilege to see them walk into the
facility with their Kits to test
the residents and staff
members.

generosity of the community.
She also acknowledges the im-
mediate response by OCF Pres-
ident Sue Severson in getting
the fundraising up so quickly.
Lafayette City Manager
Niroop Srivatsa who was pre-

To donate to this joint initiative, residents should visit the Community Foundation websites:
Orinda Community Foundation website: https://orinda2010.wixsite.com/ocfwebsite
Lafayette Community Foundation website: https://lafayettecf.org/

Moraga Community Foundation website: https://moragacommunityfoundation.org
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When and how will
businesses come back?

o
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Some helieve it is possible to operate a small business like
this jewelry shop with strict adherence to safety protocols.

By Pippa Fisher

Even as the state begins to
ease restrictions in incremen-
tal steps, questions remain
about how and when
Lafayette’s small businesses
can reopen and how many
will survive.

In a May 6 virtual meet-
ing, Lafayette residents heard
from city and county leaders
who took time to answer resi-
dents’ questions, assuring the
public that for “business as
normal” to resume, Lafayette
will be getting there with cau-
tion and will be following
county guidelines which may
be more restrictive than those
issued by Gov. Gavin New-
som.

Contra Costa County
Deputy Health Officer Dr. Ro-
han Radhakrishna explained
the five indicators that health
officers in the Bay Area are
tracking to assess progress
that will determine to what
extent and how fast the com-
munity can move away from
the current shelter-in-place.
These include ensuring the
total number of COVID-19
cases in the community and
in hospitals is flat or decreas-
ing, having sufficient hospital
capacity, having sufficient
testing completed daily, hav-
ing sufficient contact tracing
capability, and having a suffi-
cient supply of personal pro-
tective equipment.

Radhakrishna explained
that the numbers of cases is
likely to rise with increased
testing but in order for busi-
nesses to reopen, health offi-
cials will be looking at all five
of these indicators together
for trends. And he explained
that gradual small steps are
needed to make sure the com-
munity does not see a spike in
numbers as a result of
relaxation.

A May 7 press release
from Contra Costa Health Ser-
vices confirmed the county’s
cautious approach, saying,
“The Bay Area orders do not
currently permit curbside
pickup from non-essential,
non-outdoor businesses, and
that is not allowed to begin on
Friday, May 8.”

But Lamorinda busi-
nesses are struggling. No one
is more aware of that than
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Jay
Lifson, who is inundated daily
by phone calls.

The chamber has about
600 members. “More than
half of our members are busi-
nesses of one to two people. It
is no secret they are strug-
gling,” says Lifson.

In a letter from the cham-
ber to county health officials,
Lifson expressed the cham-
ber’s gratitude for all the
steps taken in managing the
crisis. “Understandably, the
measures were made with a
broad brush and those deci-
sions save thousands of lives,”
he says. “However,” he ex-
plains, “we do believe that
there are some prudent steps
the county could allow that
would keep our residents safe
and let many of our small
businesses get back to work.”

Lifson says that the
chamber recognizes the basic
safety precautions that need
to be followed by all busi-
nesses and customers, includ-
ing crowd control, distancing,
extra space in aisles, wearing
of masks and gloves, but sug-
gests two requests that would
safely allow modest business
activity to resume.

“If it has been deemed
safe to do food pickup curb-
side, we believe that retail can
do curbside pickup safely as
well,” says Lifson.

Lifson says they would
also like the county to con-
sider allowing retail business
and the service industry to
have one-on-one appoint-
ments within the business es-
tablishment while allowing
time between visits to practice
reoccurring sanitation
procedures.

Lifson says that they be-
lieve that these small steps
could allow many of
Lafayette’s small businesses
get back on their feet and be-
gin contributing to the local
economy. “There has never
been a more important time
in our history for the dispos-
able income our residents
spend to stay in Lafayette and
Contra Costa County.”
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Wonderful MCC townhome, close to the clubhouse. Spacious, move-in s
condition. Lovely setting next to a lagoon.
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Fabulous home, built in 2019. Single level, open floorplan with atrium, hi-end
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Situated on a tranquil street in the heart of Burton Valley, sits a charming single story ranch home.
A picturesque Chinese Elm Tree provides the ideal amount of shade, with a storybook swing under
its canopy. The sweet distant noises of cows roaming the surrounding green hills can be heard while
relaxing on the front porch. As the sun sets, this home glows in the abundance of the evening’s
natural light. A splendid place to call home, it is within walking distance to the top rated Burton
Valley Elementary School, Rancho Colorados Swim and Tennis, Lafayette Community Fields, the

Lafayette-Moraga trail and open space.
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Jim Colhoun Presents
1937-39 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

Rare investment opportunity in desirable
downtown Walnut Creek. Gorgeous craftsman
style single- level duplex is fully leased with a
scheduled rental income of over $68,000 per year.
Each 2BR/1BA flat features a remodeled kitchen,
hardwood floors, new furnace/air conditioner,
separate laundry room (or closet), and a one car
garage for auto or extra storage. This could be
your ideal investment property for years to come.

Contact Jim at 925.200.2795
for additional information.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides
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Town of Moraga continues to explore possibilities for Hacienda

garnered only one proposal:
Hacienda Partners, LLC, a
joint-partnership between
Thomas Capital Investments
and Pacific Meritage, a
restaurant business based in
Danville, proposed a
public-private partnership
with the town.

Parks and Recreation
Director Breyana Brandt
explained to the town
council during its April 22
meeting that while the

By Vera Kochan

In mid-January, the town of
Moraga released request for
proposals to lease a portion
of the first floor for an
on-site restaurant at the
Hacienda de las Flores that
could also serve as the lead
caterer to any events held on
the property. The RFP
targeted 44 prospects and
398 retail brokers, but

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

celebrating our
25" anniversary
of making and
maintaining
beautiful smiles.
We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254..0824
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Hacienda de la Flores

proposal didn’t include an
on-site restaurant, it did
consider providing catering
and alcohol service for
events with a future
exploration into
accommodating larger
rental events and possibly
an on-site restaurant.
According to Town
Manager Cynthia
Battenberg, six or seven
interested parties toured the
property, but made note of
the economic challenges
involved with the Hacienda
as a restaurant venue. It
soon became clear that the
property was preferable as
an event space rather than a
restaurant-only facility.
Based on the fact that
only one proposal was
received, town staff
presented three options to
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the council: Begin
discussions with Hacienda
Partners, LLC to form an
investment partnership to
find a balance between a
private venture with public
access, which would include
the possibility of bringing
catering and alcohol services
to the Hacienda; work with
Wedgewood, a wedding
venue operator that was
aware of the RFP but did not
submit a proposal because
they do not operate
restaurants, but did show
interest in partnering with
the town to operate the
Hacienda as an event venue;
or re-release the Hacienda
Restaurant Operator RFP
after the county’s
shelter-in-place order is
lifted, since the coronavirus
outbreak may have had
some bearing on the lack of
responses to the RFP.
Wedgewood operates 28
venues in California and
would offer an
“all-inclusive” model for the
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Photo Andy Scheck

town to generate percentage
sales revenue from food,
beverage, invitations,
accessories, D] and MC
services, chairs/linens,
photography, lighting and
ceremony officiate services.

Town staff
recommended either the
first or second option, and
with that in mind, the
council directed staff to
continue preliminary
discussions with Hacienda
Partners, in addition to
exploring other
opportunities for the site,
including event
management possibilities.
Meanwhile the Parks and
Recreation Department will
continue to utilize the
Hacienda site for the town’s
After School Enrichment
Program classes during the
fall and winter, and the town
will continue to book special
events on the property for
future dates.

Kiwanis of Moraga Valley
matches donations for
three nonprofits

EED o
:NEE

PARTHER WITH MORAGA KIWANIS
HELP FEED OUR COMMUMNITY
Submitted by Marty
Brinckerhoff

The Pandemic has terribly
impacted our community for
those already challenged in
securing the basics of shelter,
food and health care, and
now so many previously self-
supporting families and indi-
viduals have lost their source
of income.

The Kiwanis Club of
Moraga Valley Foundation is
committed to help, and is
asking those who are able, to
help too. Hunger must not be
a casualty of this pandemic.

The Food Bank of Contra
Costa and Solano County,
Monument Crisis Center in

Concord and Meals On
Wheels of CC County are
three local organizations
with long successful records
of fighting hunger by putting
food on the table for children,
adults and the elderly in
need. These agencies are ex-
periencing an unprecedented
demand for food and support
and need help to avoid turn-
ing away those in need.

The club will match tax-
deductible donations up to a
maximum of $40,000, and ac-
cept non-matching donations
beyond this amount, during
its fundraiser through May
21. All donations will be dis-
tributed equally to these
three outstanding nonprofit
agencies.

Go to moragavalleykiwa-
nis.org to learn more about
this campaign and to donate.
Thank you in advance for
your generosity to help Feed
The Need, by partnering with
Kiwanis to help feed those in
our community who are in
peril, as we all step up to fight
this pandemic, together.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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SMC President James A.
Donahue

By Vera Kochan

Saint Mary’s College Presi-
dent James A. Donahue made
an official announcement last
month to the Gael Nation,
sharing his plans to retire in
June 2021, at which point he
will have served eight years.
“It seems there is no perfect
moment for announcing
one’s future retirement,”
Donahue said, “but I believe
the right time for me to do

' that has come now.”

Donahue is currently the

 29th president of SMC, having

previously been president of
the Graduate Theological
Union (a consortium of nine
independent theological
schools and Affiliate Centers)
in Berkeley. He is the first
layperson to serve as presi-
dent in SMC’s 150-year
history.

Looking back over his
eight-year tenure, Donahue
acknowledged his pride in
leading such an academically
rich institution. “What makes
this the right time to transfer
the reins of leadership is that
Saint Mary’s today stands se-
curely in a strong position
with a promising future.”
Donahue added, “We are
fully prepared to move on to
our next stage — academically,
financially, culturally, and
educationally.” He credits the
passion of the students, fac-
ulty, staff, alumni, the Christ-
ian Brothers, the board of
trustees, donors and the
Moraga community with

SMC’s success.

Among the many
achievements that Donahue
is proud of is that SMC con-
tinues to be a diverse com-
munity with regards to race,
religion, economic class, eth-
nicity and gender. He also
made mention of the athletic
program’s remarkable
student-athletes who have
raised SMC’s profile globally.
Most recently, The Campaign
for the Future of Saint Mary’s
has exceeded its goal to raise
$125 million which will help
strengthen the college’s pro-
grams and infrastructure.

Donahue ascertained that
SMC will rise to the challenge
presented by the coronavirus
and adapt in whatever way is
necessary to fulfill every stu-
dent’s academic needs with
strength, creativity and
commitment.

“The Saint Mary’s com-
munity will always be my
home going forward,” Don-
ahue stated. “Be assured I
will continue to provide ser-
vice in whatever ways I can.”

“WE ARE OPEN*

3 Make your appomtment at
' 925-283-8933 or

- sa+es@ant|gu5 odrsc m

Longtime Moraga
employee Dan Bernie

passes away
By Vera Kochan

Longtime employee for the
Town of Moraga, Dan Bernie
(62), passed away on April 22,
two months after a brain tu-
mor diagnosis. Bernie was on
Moraga’s staff for 35 years —
29 of them as Parks and Pub-
lic Works Superintendent. He
retired in 2014.

His time in Moraga be-
gan in the 1970s; he gradu-
ated from Campolindo High
School in 1974. After a five-
year stint in the U.S. Marines
as a drill instructor, Bernie
returned to Moraga in a job
that kept him in tune with his
love of the outdoors.

Bernie’s former staff,
current Parks and Public
Works Superintendent Kyle
M. Salvin, along with main-
tenance crew Ruben Ochoa,
Jose Limon and Steve Riech-
hold had high praise for their
former boss, colleague and
friend. “He was very rank
and file and was an enforcer
of rules, but didn’t mind
breaking them at times,” they
recalled. “He pushed us as
workers for our betterment,
and always stressed to us the
need to plan for our retire-
ment, even to the youngest of
workers. Dan always took the
time to get to know his sub-
ordinates on a personal level
and kept in touch with us af-
ter his retirement and would
call us on our birthdays.”

With his small crew,

Bernie was responsible for
maintaining all of Moraga’s
public buildings, the Ha-
cienda de las Flores, the
town’s streets, parks, storm
water drains, road median
landscaping, street sign re-
placement, tree planting and
the use of non-toxic weed
eradication. He also orches-
trated the Work Alternative
Program in town for juvenile
offenders from the Lamor-
inda area and hired Future
Explorers to help keep the
parks clean.

According to his former
staff, Bernie was a man who
loved his family and would
do anything to help them or a
friend. While he loved living
in Lafayette and attending
the annual Art and Wine
Festival, Bernie often an-
swered the call of the wild.
“He was an avid outdoors-
man that loved to kayak and
travel the United States in his
customized camper,” they
explained. “Dan loved to
work hard and play even
harder. He loved the nightlife
and enjoyed good food and
entertainment.”

Bernie’s hard work and
love of Moraga is evident
across the well-maintained
town he left upon his retire-
ment. “Dan was extremely
outgoing and touched the
lives of many people,” agreed
Salvin, Ochoa, Limon and
Riechhold. “He will be
missed, and we will do our
best to carry on his legacy.”

Total Clean
Congratulates

Arcelia Leon
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Orinda approves revised accessory dwelling unit law

By Sora O’Doherty

The city of Orinda is ready to
adopt a revised ordinance on
accessory dwelling units
(ADUs) prepared by staff in
response to changes in the law
at the state level. According to
Planning Director Drummond
Buckley, the state shows no
signs of letting up in its push
to somehow accommodate
more housing in California
and to limit the discretion of
the cities to restrict building.
The new law is scheduled to
be adopted upon its second
reading on May 19.

Orinda has chosen to avail
of its right to limit ADUs to 16
feet in height with the excep-
tions that an ADU that is built
over a garage or is attached to
a residence and within the re-
quired set-back for the zone in
which it is located can rise to
27 feet. In accordance with
state law, an ADU that is lim-
ited to 16 feet can now be as
close as 4 feet to the side and
rear lot lines. Beyond that,

things have gotten somewhat
more complex, with several
different categories of ADU. A
junior ADU (JADU) is very
small, only a maximum of 500
square feet, and is wholly
within an existing residence.
Residents of Orinda are now
allowed to have one ADU and
one JADU on their property.

A streamlined ADU, which
includes JADUs, applies to
wholly contained units within
the existing residence as well
as smaller detached ADUs to a
maximum of 800 square feet.
Streamlined ADUs and JADUs
within the allowable size are
never subject to design re-
view. A standard ADU is now
limited to 850 square feet for a
one-bedroom unit and 1,000
square feet for a two-bedroom
unit. Standard ADUs no longer
trigger the maximum FAR
(floor area ratio) and design
review is not required under
any circumstances.

When Council Member
Nick Kosla asked about the
difference between variance
and an exception, Buckley

said that a variance is type of
permit for something that
does not comply with local
rules, and Orinda has some-
thing like a “variance light
permit,” called an exception.
Variances do not apply to
uses, but only to development
standards, and exceptions are
even more limited.

Deputy city attorney Sara
Clark explained that variances
usually accommodate unusual
circumstances, for example, a
lot shaped like a pie or steeply
sloped in one area. A variance
provides very limited discre-
tion, has to comply with state
regulations and can’t be used,
for example, to ask for a vari-
ance of 300 square feet to
build an ADU of 1,500 square
feet. Kosla asked if the city
could set conditions for ap-
proving a variance and Buck-
ley said that they can.

Council Member Inga
Miller complimented staff on
their really thoughtful pro-
posals. She said she thinks
that the 27 feet allowed for an
over-the-garage unit is a nice

thing for the city to adopt,
while not obligated to do so.

Vice Mayor Amy Worth
thanked the planning and le-
gal staffs for their work on
“very complex issues as we
weave our way through the
state requirements.” The or-
dinance, she said, “enables
members of our community to
have the opportunity to pro-
vide ADUs for their families.”
There are “more and more
multi-generational families,
people who would need care
in their homes,” or otherwise
have need of an ADU. Worth
supported the ordinance, and
praised the incredible care
that went into crafting it.

However, she also urged
that staff return to the council
as soon as possible with an
ordinance on accessory struc-
tures. In the interests of pre-
serving aesthetics and pri-
vacy, she said that both ordi-
nances should be consistent.
Mayor Darlene Gee agreed.

There was no public com-
ment on the ordinance.

Orinda is moving forward on downtown development

By Sora O'Doherty

Downtown development
subcommittee members Inga
Miller and Nick Kosla were
delighted by a large virtual
turnout for the subcommittee
meeting at the end of April.
Having received a
presentation on progress and
heard public comments, the
subcommittee gave Planning
Director Drummond Buckley
further direction on how to
proceed. Four months ago the
city, having failed to obtain a
robust response to a request
for proposals for development
of a downtown specific plan,
decided to use its own
planning department to
develop a downtown precise
plan. The project is chiefly
being worked on by Buckley
and Senior Planner Mayank
Patel, with additional work by
Senior Planner Adam Foster
and intern Darren Hughes.
Buckley began by
reviewing the work done on
downtown development
during the past decade,
including the work done by
the National Main Street
Center and Urban Land
Institute in 2016 and 2017,

and the downtown streetscape
Connect Orinda work
undertaken in 2018. In
addition to working closely
with the Friends of the Orinda
Creeks on daylighting San
Pablo Creek in downtown, the
work has focused on
near-term projects, limited to
the public realm and
predicated on existing
conditions. This has included
a concerted, coordinated
effort to improve parking
downtown by means of
enhanced parking
enforcement, residential
parking permits in certain
areas, a pilot employee
parking scheme, and revisions
to the parking in lieu fees
ordinance, including changes
in use.

Staff is currently working
on an existing conditions
report, and the draft report is
about 90% complete. Buckley
explained that this report will
be an educational tool to help
the public better understand
the constraints on
development, which include
natural features,
infrastructure and existing
development standards. For
example, he pointed out,
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Arran Schultz
Chair
arranschultz@gmail.com

Broad Goals for Orinda’s
Downtown Planning Process Ahead

OrindaVision is a volunteer group of local citizens who see the potential
for significant improvement of downtown Orinda. Visit our website
www.orindavision.org The vision is of a lively and intimate town center
that provides better-designed places in which to work, shop and dine,

a more pedestrian-friendly circulation pattern and the introduction of
attractive and convenient in-town residential living. The vision embraces thoughtfully planned
renewal of downtown that preserves its village character. We offer the following broad goals for
the community’s planning process ahead:

Goal #1: Preserve Orinda’s history and sense of community; complement its
beautiful natural setting with better design in downtown.
Reflect the existing community that values its strong brand as an established, beautiful, friend-
ly, safe, stable, family-oriented place to live. Build upon and enhance Orinda’s village character
while preserving buildings of historic value. Preserve views of the hills from downtown. Protect
downtown’s heritage trees. Create access to San Pablo Creek and investigate the feasibility of its
restoration in relation to adjoining land uses.

Goal #2: Generate vibrancy in downtown. Create a sense of place, a downtown

that serves better as the heart of our community.
Through comprehensive downtown planning and City-led initiatives, give local residents more
reasons to shop, dine, recreate, gather and obtain services in downtown. Plan for and incentivize
a network of public spaces, pedestrian/bicyclist access and circulation, a more pleasant link to
BART and more consistent streetscape design standards. Plan for more rational and attractive
parking arrangements for the Theater and Village Districts. Promote the development of in-town
housing to bring more life to downtown. Commit to engage in business development to create a
healthy mix of retail, services and restaurants to meet the needs of the community.

Goal #3: Renew downtown Orinda and improve the commercial environment.
Create a cohesive, connected vision for downtown, providing better direction for commercial
property owners. Update zoning codes to provide greater clarity and increase flexibility for
downtown development. Incentivize desired development of targeted commercial zones.

Goal #4: Realize to a greater extent the potential of under-utilized downtown property.
Protect Orinda’s interests in potential future development of the 20-acre Orinda BART property
by pursuing a joint planning effort with BART and CalTrans. Encourage and incentivize property
owners to better-utilize creek-facing parcels.

Tom Trowbridge
Co-Founder
tomtrow@comcast.net

Peter Hasselman
Co-Founder
hassel2@comcast.net

current standards call for
10-foot setbacks and a
maximum lot coverage of
50%, which leaves less than
20% available for
development.

One topic that was
discussed both by the public
and the subcommittee
members involves potentially
moving or undergrounding
the electrical lines that run
through downtown.
Unfortunately,
undergrounding them would
help only aesthetics, but
would not enable more
development because building
over the lines would be
prohibited. Additionally,
moving the lines would be
prohibitively expensive.

Hughes presented the
models he has been
developing in two and three
dimensions, to aid in
visualizing the massing and
density of the existing build
conditions within the project
area. Both the subcommittee
members and the public
praised his work, and
members of the public
suggested that the models
should be included with
upcoming surveys to give
residents more information.

Another informational
tool that staff has been
developing are property
profiles. The profiles are the
project of Adam Foster, who is
using the Airtable Data Base
with images. Each property
profile shows the APN, parcel
size, square feet, zoning
existing and future
developments standards and
the applicability of existing
and proposed regulations,
which could later be changed
to show regulations before
and after any change. Patel
said that the planning
department is excited about
this tool, which he called “a
living and dynamic document
that can be updated over
time.”

Buckley sought input
from the meeting on next
steps, which include an online
survey, new stakeholder

interviews on the precise
plan, and three visioning
workshops, culminating in a
city council meeting.

Orinda resident Nick
Waranoff told the
subcommittee members that
the city should be “ashamed
of themselves” for failing to
express empathy with its
business community who
have, he said, served the city
for decades. He also urged
the planning department to
conduct a “scientific study”
before proceeding, stating that
the last survey showed that
citizens didn’t want any
changes. “I don’t know what
Mr. Buckley and his
department are afraid of in a
scientific study,” he said. He
criticized the city for
undertaking “all this costly
work ... including the cost of
staff to be working on
something this complex and
extravagant,” and accused the
city of “freely spending other
people’s money.” Charles
Porges said he was also
concerned that this is going a
little too fast during Covid. He
asked the subcommuittee,
“Please don’t spend money on
downtown development until
you know what your financial
shortfall is going to be owing
to Covid.”

Tom Trowbridge and
Aaran Schultz of Orinda
Vision, who are glad that
Orinda is going through a
robust downtown planning
effort, enthusiastically
approved the work. Richard
Weston, a member of the 2012
task force that met over a
hundred times on downtown
development was also
positive. Michelle Jacobson
warned that in the current
environment things will take
longer than anticipated, as
many people are not yet fully
comfortable with online
communications. She
reiterated her previous belief
that Orinda needs a very able
community engagement
consultant, but praised “some
creative and thoughtful work
to be on board so quickly.”

GoFundMe campaign
helps keep Orinda
Theatre afloat during SIP

Submitted by Jenny
Perillo

A GoFundMe campaign or-
ganized by Orinda Theatre
operator Derek Zemrak to
help offset fixed costs during
the coronavirus pandemic
raised over $11,000 in nearly
four days. “The outpouring
of donations is simply amaz-
ing,” Zemrak wrote about the
cam-paign. “It really shows
how we all love our historic
iconic theater.”

The theatre first opened
in 1941, but has been closed
since March 16 due to the
county’s shelter-in-place or-

der. While Zemrak said they
have been doing wine, pop-
corn and Red Vine sales each
Friday to help them through
this difficult time, with the
stay-at-home order extended
until May 31, the sales drive
was not enough to cover the
theatre’s fixed operating
costs of $15,000 a month,
such as rent, utilities, insur-
ance, and equipment main-
tenance.

“Every donation is so
very much appreciated,”
Zemrak wrote. “I look for-
ward to the day that I can
welcome you all back into
the theatre.”
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BART begins critical rail replacement
near Orinda Station
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By Sora O'Doherty

Bay Area Rapid Transit has begun weekend
closure of the Orinda BART station in order to
upgrade rails. In many cases, the critical
track components to be replaced date back to
when BART first began service on its main
Contra Costa line in 1973. BART crews will
work around the clock on shutdown week-
ends to replace critical railway components.
The project, which is being conducted to the
safety of passengers and staff, has been desig-
nated as an essential public works project in
the Contra Costa public health orders on the
novel coronavirus.

The first weekend shutdown was May 9-
10. The station will be closed for four addi-
tional weekends, including the Memorial Day
weekend, May 23-25, the weekends of June 6-7
and 20-21, as well as Saturday, July 4 and the
following Sunday. Free buses will replace
trains on those weekends but riders should
expect delays of 20 to 25 minutes.

The work will also require temporary, late
night and early morning lane closures of
Highway 24 in Orinda to make way for con-
struction equipment, but will not require
weekend daytime lane closures on Highway
24 as was needed last year for BART work in
Lafayette. Periodic overnight lane closures in
Orinda began in mid-April. These overnight
lane closures will involve no more than two
lanes and are expected to have minimal im-
pact on Highway 24 drivers.

BART reports that it is making gains on
capital work during the stay-at-home order.
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The utility closely examined the possibility of
moving up the track shutdown weekends to
minimize impacts to the public, but it wasn’t
possible as needed materials could not be ac-
quired ahead of the previously-set schedule.
Workers and contractors will follow social
distancing guidelines established for all criti-
cal infrastructure projects that are allowed to
proceed under state and regional stay-at-home
orders.

Extremely low ridership and the new 9
p-m. service closure are allowing new oppor-
tunities for progress on capital projects. Capi-
tal projects are not paid for by operating
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=3174 3274
- 4394 1494
=3494 1594

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
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funds, which means the huge revenue loss
from the ridership decline isn’t delaying in-
frastructure work. Many capital projects,
such as the Orinda rail replacement project,
are supported by Measure RR, which was ap-
proved by BART District voters in 2016. The
bond measure provides BART with $3.5 billion
in funding for infrastructure work.

Project highlights include replacing four
track switches that are at the end of their use-
ful lives. These are large track components
that can measure up to 200 feet in length and
allow trains to move from line to line. In addi-

SCHOOL SPACE FOR LEASE

30 Santa Maria Way Orinda, CA

Long-established school/space in quiet tree-lined
setting w/fenced playgrd, ball field, off-street pkg.
Avail 7/1/20 for long term lease.

Agent: David Klein #00790730
Call 415.828.2188

tion, BART will install approximately 3,000

feet of new rail and replace approximately
300 badly worn wooden ties with longer-
lasting, concrete ones; 600 to 800 tons of rock
ballast will also be replaced, which is essential
for stabilizing the rail. Once the project is
completed, BART expects customers to experi-
ence a more comfortable ride and trains will
be quieter for riders and neighbors.

MOED board declines to fully staff
ambulance in downtown Orinda

Photo courtesy MOFD

By Nick Marnell

A split Moraga-Orinda Fire District board re-
jected a staffing model that would have placed
a fully staffed ambulance at Fire Station 45 in
Orinda, instead voting to maintain the cross-
staffing model in use since 2013.

Station 41 in Moraga and Station 45 deploy
both an ambulance and a fire engine on site.
Station 41 fully staffs each vehicle, with a crew
of three on the engine and a two-person crew
for Medic 41.

It doesn’t work that way at Station 45. The
station maintains only a three-person crew
which responds on either the engine of the
ambulance, whichever is dispatched. When
Medic 45 is off to a medical call, Engine 45 sits
idle at the station.

According to a district staff report, when
Medic 45 is out of the district, a call for service
in Station 45’s coverage area requires a re-
sponse from either Engine 43 or Truck 44,
which can result in extended response times
as those units travel farther to the scene of the

incident.

“I truly do not understand why we would
not have staff personnel at Station 45 at all
times,” said Director Greg Baitx, who at the
April 29 district meeting made the motion to
fully staff the Orinda ambulance.

From 2007 until 2013, the ambulance at
Station 45 was fully staffed. Then came the fi-
nancial crisis, and the district reverted to the
cross-staff model. “When our financial situa-
tion improved, those positions were to be re-
stored,” President Steven Danziger said.

But they weren’t, despite the district’s se-
curing a federal grant for that purpose. In-
stead, the district used the grant money for
floaters to cover sick days and vacation relief,
permitted uses of the federal funds.

To fully staff Medic 45, the district would
have to hire six additional personnel at a cost
of $1.44 million per year, or MOFD could cover
the ambulance with increased overtime of ap-
proximately $1 million.

Danziger and Director Michael Donner
have long pushed for the fully staffed Orinda
ambulance, but at the district meeting, their
support waned, largely because of the un-
known financial impact of the coronavirus
pandemic. “I don’t think it would be prudent
for us to increase staffing now,” Donner said.

“I intended to fully support increased
staffing, but right now I feel it would not be
responsible to direct the chief to do it,”
Danziger said. “In my heart, I want to do it,
and if things were different I'd be right there
with Director Baitx.”

The motion to fully staff Medic 45 was re-
jected by the board 3-1, with Baitx voting yes
and Danziger abstaining.
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Fire district ambulance revenue plummets since onset of pandemic

By Nick Marnell

In March and April, the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District
saw such a steep decline in
hospital transports that the
district lowered its ambu-
lance revenue forecast by
nearly $400,000 for this fiscal
year.

It is unclear how long the
dearth in ambulance demand
will continue. According to
Battalion Chief Jerry Lee, with
people staying home since the
onset of COVID-19 there is
less potential for injuries, and

with not as many people on
the roads there have been
fewer traffic accidents. Pa-
tients have used alternative
methods for their health care
evaluation, such as a Zoom
consultation, instead of visit-
ing the doctor.

“People don’t want to go
to the hospital because hospi-
tals are generally viewed as
having a higher potential for
COVID-19 exposure,” Lee said.

MOFD ran 1,605 ambu-
lance transports in 2018 and
1,554 in 2019, nearly all to ei-
ther John Muir Medical Cen-
ter or Kaiser Permanente in

Walnut Creek. In March the
district transported patients
to hospitals 111 times, and in
April, 60 times - far below its
133 monthly average. The
district is preparing for the
steep drop in transports to
continue, as it projects a de-
crease in ambulance revenue
from $1.3 million this year to
$500,000 next year.

“If that’s all we’re going to
get, that will be a tough pill to
swallow,” Director John Jex
said. “If we were a commer-
cial ambulance operation
we’d be bankrupt.”

Fire Chief Dave Win-

nacker listed options for
higher ambulance revenue.
Increase the rates, which re-
cently occurred. Add fees,
such as a facilities fee to insti-
tutional users. Or require
payments for patient trans-
port beyond district reim-
bursement levels.

MOFD charges $2,300 for
an ambulance transport but
its reimbursement rates come
nowhere near that figure.
Medicare payments range
from $350 to $800, Medi-Cal
payments are somewhat
lower and reimbursements
from private insurers widely

vary. Anything higher than
the district reimbursement
rate is forgiven for district
residents.

Should the district stop
writing off ambulance
charges in excess of its reim-
bursement rates, “That would
result in district residents re-
ceiving a significant bill for
transport from an MOFD am-
bulance,” Winnacker said.

“We need to take a hard
look at those numbers and
really address a change,” Jex
said.

Letters to the editor

A perspective about
pandemic

In response to last week’s let-
ter regarding Covid19 and
MCC by Ethan Bortman, from
how he phrased his letter he's
really alarmed by this virus,
which has been both demo-
nized and politicised.

Well here are some facts
about the virus that he and an
enormous amount of folks
don't know. Facts that have
been known for months and

are readily available from
Italian death statistics, Scot-
tish death statistics, WHO re-
ports, Worldometer,
Bloomberg and our own CDC.
They are:

- Only 4% of any population is
actually at risk;

- Children are bulletproof. In
Italy of 25,000 deaths, ONLY
two were under 19. In fact, in
the US, children are 10 times
more at risk from pneumonia
than Covid 19;

- The mortality rate climbs

exponentially with age;

- 75% of all Covid19 fatalities
are age 75 and over. In Italy,
83% were over 70.

And lastly,

- 50% of all deaths occur in
care homes.

So to put this into per-
spective, Covid19 is lethal at
any age if you have the well
documented underlying con-
ditions. Conditions that very,
very few kids are born with
but are acquired with age and
lifestyle. The older you get,

Visit cnpa. com/legal/abs/ to Iearn more about how the future
of your local newspaper is being threatened.

the more they're acquired and
the more you're at risk. Un-
fortunately, care home resi-
dents being frail, have a life
expectancy of only months
and will likely succumb to any
virus.

Which means that cur-
rently, we're committing eco-
nomic suicide, our kids are
out of school, 30 million folks
are out of work and terrified
they may be evicted. All to
save lives, half of whom will
likely die in months anyway!!!
That's a sobering thought,
isn't it?

Sure I'd like to save lives;
I'm taking care of my wife
now. She has advanced
Alzheimer's. But certainly not
at the expense of my grand
kids future, three of whom
should be at Campo right now.

And here's the other
point. It's likely there never
will be an effective vaccine. So
until 70% of the population
not at risk, actually contract it,
and develop herd immunity,
the threat continues indefi-
nitely. And, the CIDRAP just
published a report confirming
that!!! However, that's not
possible, because the CDC
needs us to social distance
and limit the infection rate!
Confused? Wow, really!
Joseph Heller will be proud,
Catch 22 is back.

Why am I telling you this?
Because knowledge is power,
and the more that folks un-
derstand the costs and risks,
the better the decisions. And

the first intelligent decision
should be to reopen our
schools. So when the Gover-
nor finally puts our kids first,
don't worry. The schools
should never have been
closed in the first place as
that's where herd immunity
needs to start. With our bul-
letproof kids.

And beware of phrases
like "we're following the sci-
ence and saving lives".
Wrecking millions of lives to
extend the life of someone
who, unfortunately, has only
months to live, makes no
sense. If you're young and
healthy you were never at risk
from the virus, but your fi-
nances will likely be crushed,
and you'll be feeling that pain
for years and years. Bounce
back? Never happened in his-
tory and certainly not after a
worldwide depression, which
all economists agree is
happening.

However no matter what
age you are, if you have the
well documented, underlying
health conditions, protect
yourself. And, let's collectively
try to limit the financial dam-
age of everyone else.

Dave Cummins
Moraga

Editor's Note: While children
have a much lower rate of in-
fection, there have been multi-
ple documented cases of chil-
dren suffering from COVID-19.

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

April 19 - May 2

Alarms 29
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 19
Suspicious Circumstances 12
Suspicious Subject 19
Suspicious Vehicle 16
Service to Citizen 46

Patrol Req./Security Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check 34
Supplemental Report 28
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 19
Ordinance Violation 21
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
3300 Block Dyer Dr.
1200 Block Vacation Dr.
3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
1200 Block Rose Ln.
1100 Block Monticello Rd.
Dui Misd
Moraga Blvd./2Nd St.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Village Center/Sundale Rd.

3500 Block S Silver Springs Rd. (2)

1200 Block Monticello Rd.
Petty Theft From Veh
900 Block Moon Ct.
1200 Block Vacation Dr.
900 Block S Thompson Rd.
Reckless Driving
St. Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
Moraga Rd./Via Granada, Mor
Tc - Property Damage
Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Happy Valley Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Trailer Theft

1000 Block Blackwood Ln.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Extortion

10 Block Dianne Ct.

1100 Block Bacon Way

800 Block Avalon Ave.
Extortion - Email

600 Block Glorietta Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

1800 Block Del Rey St.

1500 Block Rancho View Dr.

Wells Fargo

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Grand Theft

1300 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Identity Theft
1800 Block Del Rey St. (2)

Police Department

3100 Block Somerset Dr.

1100 Block Bacon Way
Misc Burglary

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Panhandling

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1200 Block Quandt Ct.

3700 Block St Francis Dr.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1100 Block Monticello Rd.

200 Block Lafayette Cr
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.

3700 Block St Francis Dr. (2)

900 Block Hough Ave.
Disturbing The Peace

Janet Ln./Carol Ln.

1600 Block Reliez Valley Rd.
Loud Noise

3400 Block School St.

Brook St./Mountain View Dr.
Loud Party

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

600 Block Lucas Dr.

3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Acalanes Rd/Wb Sr 24

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Oak View Cr

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

Glenside Dr./Los Palos Dr.
Vandalism

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

20 Block Olympic Oaks Dr.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

N Thompson Rd./Dollis Park Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other
Animal Cruelty

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
H&S Violation

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Vista Bella/Martino Rd.

3400 Block School St.
Harassment

900 Block Hough Ave. (2)

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.
K9 Outside Assist Request

Douglas Ln/Oak Park Blvd., Phi

Nb 680/Passing Livorna

So Bay Point Annex, Bpo
Loitering

3400 Block School St.
Surveillance

St. Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.
Threats

El Nido Ranch Rd./Wb Sr 24

El Nido Ranch Rd./Acalanes Rd.

20 Block Bacon Ct.

3200 Block Elvia St.
Trespass

800 Block Carl Rd.
Unwanted Guest

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Moraga Rd.
Violation Custody Order

Police Department

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

April 21 - May 4
Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups)

9
8
Traffic 1
Suspicious Circumstances 4
4
3

Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle

Service to Citizen 40
Patrol Req./Security Check 33
Supplemental Report 3

Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 5
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr.

Alta Mesa Dr./Alta Mesa Ct.
Excessive Speed

Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr

Moraga Way/Camino Ricardo
Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd./Ascot Dr.

Rheem Elementary School
Tc - Property Damage

Fayhill Rd./Fay Hill Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

1000 Block Sanders Dr.
Grand Theft

Police Department
Grand Theft From Vehicle

Alta Mesa Dr./Paseo Bernal
Identity Theft

100 Block Natalie Dr.
Shoplift

Safeway (2)
Warrant Arrest

Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-fight

Police Department
Loud Music

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

1200 Block Rimer Dr. (3)

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

Not Available
Loud Noise

Hacienda

100 Block Donald Dr.

100 Block Ascot Ct.
Loud Party

Not Available

1600 Block Camino Pablo

Eileen Ct./Camino Pablo
Public Nuisance

1100 Block Rimer Dr.
Vandalism

Moraga Commons Park (2)

Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd., Laf
Other
Indecent Exposure

10 Block Natividad Ln.
Litter

St Marys Rd./Alemany Dr.
Loitering

Campolindo Dr./Calle La Montana
Ordinance Violation

1100 Block Rimer Dr. (2)

400 Block Tharp Dr.

Moraga Commons Park (3)

Skate Park
Surveillance

200 Block Corliss Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
April 26 - May 2
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

50 Block Don Gabriel Way
Reckless Driving

San Pablo Creek/Orinda Way

Glorietta Elementary School,

Moraga Way/Glorietta Blvd.
Tc - Property Damage

50 Block Via Farallon
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

30 Block Orinda Way
Identity Theft

20 Block Parkway Ct.
Misc Burglary

200 Block Lomas Cantadas
Residential Burglary

400 Block Lomas Cantadas

200 Block EI Toyonal
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

10 Block La Fond Ln.
Vandalism

100 Block Stein Way
Vandalism - Felony

200 Block Holly Ln.
Other
Barking Dog

10 Block Cascade Ln. (2)
Battery

Rabble Rd./Wild Rye Way
Prom Shoot

Knickerbocker Ln./Stein Way
Trespass

Manzanita Dr./Acacia Dr.

[\S]

RPRROBRWRWWWOO R
G

=~



Wednesday, May 13, 2020

BURKIN ELECTRIC
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“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential ®* Commercial ® Industrial

Professional Installation of:
* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting  Electrical Service Upgrade

* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
e

Lic.#C10-631523
L

e
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James Burki
Sole Proprietor

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A9

* -

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Gome check out our
new Showroom.

Frameless Shower Glass
Shower Enclosures
Custom Mirrors

New Windows/Patio Doors
Replacement & Installation

A delightful post-Cinco de Mayo menu

Chicken Enchiladas

By Susie Iventosch

A few weeks ago, one of our
Lamorinda Weekly readers
wrote to inquire about freez-
ing the chicken enchiladas
we featured in our Jan. 18,
2012 issue. I truly loved
hearing that someone is still
enjoying a recipe that we
published eight years ago.
But I told her that since that
publication, 've made a few
changes to the recipe and
sent her the new one. I
thought it might be a good
idea to share these changes
with all of our readers. One
of the main changes was
substituting fresh diced Ana-
heim, poblano and jalapeno
peppers in place of the
canned fire-roasted Ortega
chilies. This makes the en-

Photo Susie Iventosch

chiladas taste so fresh and
even if you plan to freeze
them before baking, the pep-
pers hold up very well. I also
incorporated nonfat plain
yogurt and cilantro into the
chicken filling, instead of just
using these as garnishes. (We
also still use them as gar-
nishes, because we love
cilantro, and yogurt is so

Susie can be reached at

suziventosch@gmail.com. This recipe can be

found on our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com. If you would like
to share your favorite recipe with Susie
please contact her by email or call our office

at (925) 377-0977.

yummy on top.) And finally, I
had to change from Marilyn
Greco’s enchilada sauce
when I accidentally bought a
chili powder that was smok-
ing hot and nearly killed our
houseguests! From that day
forward, I decided to go the
safe route and I doctor up ei-
ther Lawry’s or McCormick’s
Enchilada Seasoning packets
for our sauce and it’s consis-
tent and perfect every time
and no one has caught on fire
as a result! That recipe is in-
cluded in this column. When
my sister was giving a big
50th birthday party, she
wanted a meal plan to go
along with the enchiladas, so
Iincluded one of our favorite
Costa Rican dishes, Gallo
Pinto, as well as a crunchy
Southwest Chopped Salad
with Salsa Vinaigrette. I
know we just celebrated
Cinco de Mayo, but this is a
super fun meal any time of
the year.

Salsa Lizano is similar to Worcestershire Sauce and is used in the Gallo Pinto recipe. You can
purchase it through Amazon if you can’t find it in your local markets. For more about Salsa
Lizano: https://theculturetrip.com/central-america/costa-rica/articles/
how-lizano-became-costa-ricas-national-sauce/

Beware of rattlesnakes when
venturing outside the home

Submitted by Jen
Vanya, EBRPD

With the warm weather on
the rise, the East Bay Area
has been seeing a spike in
rat-tlesnake encounters and
the East Bay Regional Park
District is advising that the
pub-lic take snake safety
precautions when visiting
Regional Parks.

Safety tips include:

1. Avoid hiking alone so
you have help in case of
emergency. (Per local health
orders, hike only with mem-
bers of your immediate
household during COVID-19)
2. Scan the ground ahead of
you as you walk, jog, or ride.
Stay on trails and avoid
walking in tall grass.

3. Look carefully around
and under logs and rocks be-
fore sitting down.

4. Avoid placing your hands

or feet where you cannot see
clearly.

5. Keep leashed pets on
designated trails and away
from snakes if they see one.
(All dogs should be on-leash
at all times, in all parks dur-
ing COVID-19)

6. Bring plenty of water for
yourself and your pets as
drinking fountains are tem-
porarily closed. Many parks
do not have a direct water
supply.

If you see a rattlesnake,
leave it alone — do not try to
capture or harm it. All park
wildlife is protected by law. If
you see a snake on a trail,
wait for it to cross and do not
approach. Then move care-
fully and slowly away.

What to do if bitten by a
snake:

1. Ifbitten by a rattlesnake,
stay calm and send someone
to call 911. Remain calm by

Photo provided

lying down with the affected
limb lower than the heart.
Getting medical attention
quickly is critical - do not
spend time on tourniquets,
“sucking,” or snake bite Kkits.
If you are by yourself, walk
calmly to the nearest source
of help to dial 911. Do not
run.

2. Ifbitten by any other
kind of snake, wash the
wound with soap and water
or an antiseptic and seek
medical attention.

3. Ifyou are not sure what
kind of snake bit you, check
the bite for two puncture
marks (in rare cases one
puncture mark) associated
with intense, burning pain.
This is typical of a rattlesnake
bite. Other snakebites may
leave multiple teeth marks
without associated burning
pain.

Snakes are an important
resource in the natural envi-
ronment. They are prime
controlling agents of rodents,
insects, and other reptile
populations. Enjoy them
from afar and leave them
where they are found. It is il-
legal to collect, kill, or re-
move any plants or animals
from the East Bay Regional
Park District. Please help us
to protect wildlife and their
environment for present and
future generations. Addi-
tional information is avail-
able at
ebparks.org/SnakeSafety.

Chicken Enchiladas

(Makes about 14-16 enchiladas)

INGREDIENTS

16 flour tortillas (about 8” diameter)

6 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, (cut into smaller pieces if
large)

1/2 cup salsa

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon ground pepper

Water to almost cover chicken

2 poblano peppers, seeded and diced

2 Anaheim chilies, seeded and diced

1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and finely diced

1/2 bunch fresh cilantro leaves, snipped with kitchen scissors to
smaller pieces

3 cups grated mixed Mexican cheese (split 1 cup for filling and 2
cups for on top of enchiladas)

1 cup plain non-fat yogurt

1 batch enchilada sauce (recipe below)

Garnishes: sliced avocado or guacamole, sliced black olives, fresh
cilantro leaves

DIRECTIONS

Place chicken breasts in a large frying pan with a tight-fitting lid.
Pour salsa over chicken and fill pan with enough water to cover
chicken. Season with salt and pepper. Cover and bring to a boil.
Immediately reduce heat and simmer just until chicken is fully
cooked. Remove from heat and cool. When cool enough to handle,
shred with two forks or clean fingers. Discard liquid.

Mix shredded chicken with all three diced peppers, cilantro
and cheese. (Can freeze chicken-pepper mixture at this point and
thaw when ready to continue.) Stir in yogurt and about 1/2 cup of
the enchilada sauce. Mix well.

To assemble enchiladas, heat the stack of tortillas in the
microwave for just about 1 minute to make them more pliable.
(Take them out of the plastic wrap before doing this!) Then lay the
tortillas out on a flat surface and spoon about 1/4 cup of filling in
the center of each tortilla. Drizzle one spoonful of enchilada sauce
and a light sprinkling of cheese and roll tightly. Lay in a greased or
sprayed 9x13 baking dish. Can cover with plastic wrap and
refrigerate or freeze at this point, too. If you want to make ahead
and freeze, the aluminum pans are great, and the 8-inch ones fit
right inside of a gallon Ziploc baggie.

To bake, drizzle remaining enchilada sauce over the tops of the
enchiladas and sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake at 350 F for
approximately 25 minutes, or until cheese is bubbly and beginning
to brown. Serve any extra enchilada sauce on the side.

Enchilada Sauce (can make up to a week ahead)
INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons olive oil or canola oil

2 packets of enchilada sauce seasoning (McCormick or Lawry’s)

3 tablespoons flour

1 teaspoon ground cumin

1 teaspoon dried oregano

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon cider vinegar

DIRECTIONS

Heat oil in a medium-sized pot. Add seasoning packets, flour,
cumin, oregano and salt. Cook over medium-low heat, stirring with
a wire whisk, for about 3-4 minutes, just to slightly bloom the
spices and brown the flour. Slowly add water, stirring with a wire
whisk, until desired consistency. Bring to a boil and simmer for
about 5 minutes. Stir in cider vinegar. You may need to add more
water as you cook the sauce.

Gallo Pinto

INGREDIENTS

3 tablespoons canola oil

1 teaspoon cumin seeds

2 tablespoons red bell peppers, chopped

2 tablespoons onions, chopped

1 1/2 cups black beans, cooked (I use canned black beans)

2 1/2 cups rice, cooked

1 tablespoon Salsa Lizano or Worcestershire Sauce

2 tablespoons of your favorite hot sauce (optional)

1 tablespoon chopped fresh cilantro

DIRECTIONS

Heat oil in a large frying pan over medium heat. Sauté onion and
bell pepper, along with cumin seeds for about 2 minutes. Add the
black beans and salsa and simmer for about 10 minutes on
medium heat. Then, add the cooked rice and mix in the cilantro.
Cooked bacon, pork, chicken or sausage can be added. For
breakfast, scrambled eggs can be added.

Southwest Chopped Salad with salsa

Vlnalgrette

INGREDIENTS

1 head romaine, chopped

1 orange bell pepper, chopped

1 Anaheim chili, chopped

1/2 jicama, julienned or chopped

2 tomatillos, chopped

2 tomatoes, chopped

1/2 cup black or green olives, chopped or sliced

1/2 cup fresh cilantro leaves

1/2 cup grated cheese (Mixed Mexican or Monterey Jack or sharp
cheddar)

1 recipe salsa vinaigrette:

1/2 cup salsa

1/3 cup red wine vinegar

1-2 tablespoons fresh lime juice

2/3 cup olive oil (more or less as needed to taste)

DIRECTIONS

Toss all with salsa vinaigrette. Serve with crunchy tortilla strips or
just all by itself!
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Slow reopenmg of outdoor spaces begins
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Photo Sophie Braccini

Some residents play volleyball — although without a net - at
the Moraga Commons Park.

.. continued from Page Al by them, it was a bit more
difficult for the fully ener-
gized teens to do the same.
On Wednesday, May 6,
groups of very happy skaters
who weren’t paying much
attention to rules of social
distancing were spotted in
the Moraga Commons' skate
park, which had just re-
opened in compliance with
the county’s ordinance.

All the park's play-
grounds remain closed for
now, nets on basketball and
volleyball courts are still

The tennis courts in the
Orinda Community Park re-
opened on May 4, but are
subject to closure if health
guidelines are not adhered
to, as noted by Parks and
Recreation Director Todd
Trimble. The tennis courts in
the high schools remain
closed.

If adults on golf courses
and tennis courts took the
rules seriously and abided

missing, but of course people
continue to use sand areas to
play, hopefully members of
the same family/unit when
sharing a ball. Moraga’s fris-
bee golf course is open.
Gyms and pools are still
closed for now.

In Lafayette, the Rim
trail that circles high in the
hills above the Reservoir was
reopened by the East Bay
Municipal Utility District, but
its website notes that the
Reservoir itself remains
closed and that the Rim will
be monitored for responsible
public health protecting be-
haviors. EBMUD maintains
the closure of the parking
lots, restrooms, drinking
fountains, picnic areas, and
the playgrounds of the many
trails the public utility man-
ages, though walking the
trails is permitted.

The ordinance allows for
some summer camp plans to
get under way. Moraga Parks
and Recreation Director
Breyanna Brandt explained
that her team had opened
registration for Moraga day
camp programs for different
age groups for children
whose parents are consid-
ered essential workers, as
required by the current or-
der. She described the Ha-
cienda de las Flores' multiple
rooms that will allow to sep-
arate different 12-children
cohorts as the current order
mandates. Brandt hopes that
by June restrictions will re-
lax further and more activi-
ties can be allowed for all
ages.

“Parks and open space
support healthy minds, bod-
ies, and spirits and we want
to provide residents those
opportunities,” she affirmed.
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MEAL ERTATE CROUN

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549

WWW.DUDUM.COM 0:925.284.1400 F:925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596

0:925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

DANVILLE
100 RAILROAD AVE., #A
DANVILLE, CA 94523
0:925.800.3510  F: 925.800.3520

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513

0:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001
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ADAM HAMALIAN

3390 ORCHARD VLY LANE, LAFAYETTE $1,200,000

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

SMITH HOMES TEAM

925.998.1914

11 CANDLELIGHT LANE, LAFAYETTE

$2,195,000

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JANE SMITH

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

20 BEVMAR LANE, ALAMO CALL FOR DETAILS

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS 925.765.9095

1081 BOLLINGER CYN ROAD, MORAGA $1,395,000

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI MATT McLEOD

925.765.9095

DRE# 01426129

925.464.6500

DRE# 01310057

1182 GLEN ROAD, LAFAYETTE

JULIE DEL SANTO/MATT MCLEOD

2484 BILTMORE DRIVE, ALAMO

HURLBUT TEAM

2918 CHERRY LANE, W. c

CHRISTINA LINEZO

12 GARDEN ESTATES GOURT, ALAMO $2,430, 000

SHERRY HUTCHENS/ADAM HAMALIAN 925.212.7617

RACHEL DREYER

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

$3,595,000

3526 EAGLE POINT ROAD, LAFAYETTE
«“f '

925.818.5500 ZOCCHI & ASSOCIATES

$1,700,000

925.383.5500  JOHN FONDNAZIO

$1, 250 000 3955 CANYON ROAD, LAFAYE'ITE

415.425.3085 TINA FRECHMAN

19 RELIEZ VALLEY CT, LAFAYETTE

TINA FRECHMAN

SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI

925.212.7617

DRE# 01320608

925.360.8662

DRE# 01907345

$2,400,000

925.360.8662

2821 OAK GROVE RD., WALNUT CREEK $1,299,000

925.817.9053

$1 905 000

925.915.0851

$1,735,000

925.915.0851

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851

DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508
HOLLY SIBLEY
THE KERSIS TEAM

925.451.3105

DRE#01435618

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

 925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116

DRE# 01376796
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~ Life in LAMORINDA ~

Photo J. Wake

This Lafayette resident, who lives alone, is grateful for her

apartment’s garden area.

By Vera Kochan

According to the National In-
stitutes of Health, research
has linked social isolation and
loneliness to higher risks for a
variety of physical and mental
conditions: high blood pres-
sure, heart disease, obesity, a
weakened immune system,
anxiety, depression, cognitive
decline, Alzheimer’s disease,
and even death.

With 80 confirmed cases
of COVID-19 in the three Lam-
orinda cities as of May 5, ac-
cording to Contra Costa Health
Services data, and new infec-
tions being reported in Contra
Costa County, finding new
ways to interact and stay busy
has become imperative for
many older residents who are
stuck at home alone during
this shelter-in-place order.

One 88-year-old Moraga
widower, who asked that we
use his initials, DB, for this

story, misses going to the gym.
Besides getting a workout, he
always looked forward to the
human interaction. Instead,
he has found exercise apps
that he can follow at home. “I
also walk around Moraga a
lot,” DB said. “When you pass
someone on the sidewalk,
some people start to walk in
the street to keep their dis-
tance. They don’t even care
that cars are driving down the
road.”

DB uses his cell phone to
see and talk with family and
friends, listens to music sta-
tions on the TV, and gardens
to keep busy. “I keep in con-
tact with people and talk to
more people now than I used
to all across the country.” He
added, “I do a little more tele-
phone socializing.” Fortu-
nately, he has daughters close
by who have made him masks
and bring him groceries, but
he says he still heads out to
the grocery store if he really

925-377-0977

needs something.

An 81-year-old Lafayette
resident who lives alone uses
her iPad to connect with fam-
ily in other states and with
friends who also find them-
selves home alone. She has
scheduled regular weekly
FaceTime appointments with
friends, which she says helps
her keep track of the days as
they turn to weeks. “On Sun-
days I talk to my friend in
Mexico, on Tuesdays, another
friend at Rossmoor, and I get
one or two video chats in a
day from my daughter-in-law
in Alabama,” she says. She
misses going out to group
lunches, and to her church,
but is grateful for the friends
she has and the different ways
they’ve found to keep in
touch.

For anyone living alone,
Gov. Gavin Newsom has re-
cently expanded the Friend-
ship Line California 1-888-670-
1360. The line provides a
warm voice, a listening ear
and human connection to
those feeling alone throughout
California.

One 60-year-old indepen-
dent contractor from St. Louis
who typically flies all over the
United States for his job is us-
ing his shelter-in-place time to
“improve my cooking skills a
hundred times more than
they were before. I've also
used my dishwasher more in
one week than I could have in
a month.”

He has become quite the
Mr. Fix-it. Besides de-
cluttering drawers and closets,
“I'm doing all the projects I've
never had time for — touch-up
painting, putting a new tile
floor in a bathroom, replacing
broken screen doors, tons of
yard work and planting seeds
- stuff you never get around
to.” He’s also fixed four bro-
ken computer printers located
in various rooms throughout
the house.

A 90-year-old widow who
lives in Vero Beach, Florida
doesn’t own a computer, and
doesn’t seem to miss having
one. She keeps in touch with
family and friends by tele-
phone and watches the news
on television to stay abreast of
the COVID-19 situation. Ex-
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perts recommend limiting the
amount of time watching the
news. In a recent study by
Pew Research Center four in
10 Americans say they feel
worse emotionally as a result
of following the news.

But like others across the
country, recreational facilities
in the 90-year-old's retirement
condominium complex are
closed for now. “Nothing is
going on. The club house is
locked and the pool is closed,
so I can’t use those,” she said.
Luckily she has a neighbor in
the complex with whom she
plays rummikub or mahjong.
“We used to take turns going
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to each other’s place for din-
ner every day, but the longer
this goes on we decided to
only do it a couple of times a
week,” adding, “It’s too hard
trying to plan a menu each
night.”

When asked if she has
taken to cleaning out closets,
like so many others have
while sheltering in place, her
response was, “Are you
kidding!?”

For those feeling emo-
tional or psychological dis-
tress, contact the Contra Costa
Crisis Center at 1-800-833-2900
for free support and
counseling.

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.
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The International Film
Showcase continues online

By Sophie Braccini

Each month for nearly 10 years
the International Film Show-
case has brought to Orinda -
and for a time to Moraga — in-
ternationally acclaimed movies
that predominantly had not
been released in the state or
even in the country. These
Oscar-worthy movies are treats
for the curious moviegoers and
often a window into other
worlds. IFS organizers Efi
Lubliner and Jo Alice Canter-
bury have found a way to con-
tinue giving access to some of
these treasures that are not
available on the regular plat-
forms, through a partnership
with Music Box Films. Every
month three different movies
are available for rent for three
days, enough time for the
whole family to enjoy. This
month the three features, “A
Regular Woman,” “And Then
We Danced,” and “Corpus
Christi” tell intensely human
stories showing that wherever
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we live, however we speak, we
suffer and thrive sharing the
same humanity.

"Corpus Christi," Poland's
Oscar finalist this year in the
International Film category is a
true story. It was released by
the IFS just before the shelter-
in-place order. A full review by
Lamorinda Weekly can be
found online at
www.lamorindaweekly.com/
archive/issue1402/Corpus-
Christi-challenges-our-
perceptions-of-good-
and-evil.html.

“A Regular Woman” - also
a true drama - tells the story of
a young German mother of
Turkish descent whose ex-
tremely bigoted family goes to
extremes to stop her from
blemishing what they perceive
as their honor. The movie is
told by the young mother her-
self, digging into her past and
telling the events that lead to
the catastrophic ending, pre-
senting facts and testimony like
an investigative journalist.

... continued on Page B3
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2020 Graduation Advertising
Opportunity, May 27th edition

This year we are offering an advertising opportunity for families of
graduates to go with a list of all graduating seniors that we will publish in

our May 27 issue.

To order ad space and submit content and selections please use our online form
or contact Wendy Scheck at wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or 925-377-0977.
Templates and submission form can be found on our website at
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Templaie A

Clavive: Noshangenn
Ir’

Template b

Template B

Clavre: JTohvnaon

70

Blake Smith

Templste E

ﬂ_ 'Eﬂ'ﬁl?ﬁ

Temnplate ©

AT

Blake Smith

Blake gmith




Page: B2

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Want Help

Your Kids at Home?

# Innovative and heartfelt virtual instruction
# Highly qualified instructors

#® Help for parents with learning new tech and
making home ed effective

#® Cost-sharing plan available!

See rates, testimonials, and more at

Educating

»p-

RedAppleLearn.com/Lamorinda
Or, call/text (925) 338-7244!

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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and success.
Call: (925) 385-0562

www.doingcollege.com

elizabeth@doingcollege.com

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD

Founder, Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School Advising Services

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD provides personalized college and graduate school
admissions expertise to students and their families locally and around the US.
Elizabeth personally guides each high school student and family through each
step of the admissions process. For graduate and professional school applicants,
Elizabeth and her team utilize an array of exclusive
admissions tools, customized strategies and access to
a network of dedicated professionals in the sciences,
engineering, healthcare, business, the arts and human-
ities to help you navigate the process with confidence

The impact of COVID-19 on college admissions

By Elizabeth LaScala,
Ph.D.

As college counselors, we fre-
quently hear concerns from
parents and students. For high
school juniors, concerns have
revolved around how COVID-
19 will impact the college ad-
missions process. Our efforts
to address these concerns give
us unique insights into what
the upcoming admissions cy-
cle may have in store for cur-
rent juniors (Class of 2021). In
this article we consider sev-
eral major factors: the US De-
partment of Justice mandate,
standardized testing delays
and college transfer plans.
Effect of the 2019 USDOJ
mandate

College admissions was
expected to be under pressure
even before COVID-19 because
of recent changes to the Na-
tional Association for College
Admission Counseling’s Code
of Ethics and Professional
Practices. Prompted by a fed-
eral antitrust investigation,
the US Department of Justice
mandated that the NACAC
change its college admissions
restrictions on recruiting stu-
dents who have already com-
mitted to another school. Now,
colleges are free to “poach”
students who have already
pledged attendance else-
where. Colleges may also
compete for early decision
(ED) applicants using various
incentives, recruit students
after the traditional May 1 de-
cision deadline, and recruit
transfer students who have

committed to other schools.

Nearly 200 schools across
the U.S. admit students
through ED. In the past, if ED
applicants were admitted,
they had to enroll. Many
highly selective colleges fill
more than half of their in-
coming freshmen classes
through ED applications. The
most successful ED applicants
include legacy applicants,
large donors, and athletes.
Other popular and selective
private schools such as Boston
University and New York Uni-
versity also use ED. But these
schools may not have the fi-
nancial resources of the more
well-endowed Ivy League and
Ivy-like schools and may not
have the same ability to offer
incentives.

Interestingly, incentives
may not be actual monetary
awards; some examples in-
clude early housing reg-
istration and special research
opportunities. These incen-
tives are more likely to go to
students who would other-
wise be full-pay, since if they
matriculate, they will bring in
more tuition dollars over
time. Admissions offices might
offer small awards to a larger
number of full-pay students,
hoping to entice more of them
to deposit.

Admissions through Re-
strictive Early Action (REA) is
used by six schools: George-
town, Harvard, Notre Dame,
Princeton, Stanford, and Yale.
An acceptance through REA is
non-binding, but if you apply
to any one of these five
schools through REA, you may

not apply ED to another col-
lege. Therefore, whatever
happens with changes to ED
next cycle will have an impact
on REA. It is certain that col-
lege enrollment offices are
considering their options right
now, and we will not know
about the status of these pro-
grams until each school re-
leases admission information.
In the past, this information
was provided by late summer.
This year, the unpredictability
occasioned by COVID-19 may
cause delays.
Standardized testing delays
add another layer of confu-
sion

Standardized test compa-
nies are trying to figure out
when, where and how to offer
testing through the summer
and fall. Given the uncertainly
of standardized testing, many
current high school juniors
may opt not to apply ED or
Early Action, unless they have
already achieved their ideal
score. More students might
apply Regular Decision in or-
der to show test scores as well
as fall grades to all schools on
their college list or give them-
selves more time to decide
where they want to apply.
Some schools may drop ED,
only offer EA, and accept the
students they want early.
Schools can then offer incen-
tives to get the strongest can-
didates to deposit and keep
them on course for matricula-
tion. In the past, some stu-
dents would take the early of-
fer and others would turn it
down and wait to see if a bet-
ter offer came along. But now,

due to the USDOJ mandate, an
applicant can accept an offer
of admission and even deposit
at a college and still change
course if a better opportunity
comes along.
Transfer planning

Another factor to consider
is the transfer applicant. For
example, college-bound high
school seniors might choose a
lower cost, in-state, four-year
school with an eye towards
transferring into another
school that has more selective
admissions for their sopho-
more or junior year. It has al-
ways been risky to plan such a
move, because at the most se-
lective schools in the U.S.,
freshman and sophomore re-
tention rates are very high.
Admitted students work hard
and do not leave. And, while
the more selective public uni-
versities such as UC Berkeley,
UNC-Chapel Hill and the Uni-
versity of Michigan welcome
large numbers of junior
transfer students, they greatly
favor in-state transfer appli-
cants who followed specific
transfer path requirements
that involved two years of
specific coursework at a com-
munity college.
My best advice: stay on task
and stay informed

With the continued un-
certainty in these rapidly
changing times, it is important
to stay on task and stay in-
formed. Instead of assuming
the worst, practice optimism.
Encourage students to con-
duct research online about
schools, prepare for tests, and
find something extracurricu-

lar (and probably online) to
build their skills and interests.
To stay informed, check regu-
larly for updates on testing
and college websites. It is in
the best interest of schools to
communicate with potential
applicants about changes to
their processes, so they should
be forthcoming in their com-
munications.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

Incredible gift from those
who can sew

a urology

dozen or

Restore
House in
Concord,
which is a
men and
women’s

The group
has distrib-
uted masks to

clinic which
had none for
their work-
ers, made a

more for res-
idents of the

sober living
home, and
Stewart has
made some
for her gar-
deners, her
Photo provided hairdresser,
and her
cleaning

Martha de Laveaga Stewart, Maria Mord and Trudi
Robinson during a mask distribution day.

Orinda resident Martha de have sewn

Laveaga Stewart, Lafayette resi-
dent Maria Mord and Trudi
Robinson who lives in Concord
have sewn over 300 masks,
along with about 10 others who
have helped as well, and they
continue to sew as the need
continues. All members of Hill-
side Covenant Church in Walnut
Creek, the group on April 18 had
a drive-in and drive-out mask
distribution for the Hillside
community, distributing over
180 masks in a two-hour period.

said. The group has also made
over 40 children’s masks and

“For those of us who love

Stewart. “I work as a psy-
chotherapist and do see my
clients via Zoom, but I have

know how wonderful it is to
give masks to others so we all
stay safe.”

-J. Wake

ladies. “And
of course, we

them for our families,” Stewart
has distributed those who have
children under 13 (and over 2).

sewing it is a great project,” said

plenty of time to sew. Just didn’t

Submitted by
Erika Rosenberg

The Orinda Junior
Women’s Club is pleased
to announce the win-
ners of Youth Ink 2020,
the annual creative
writing contest open to
all middle school stu-
dents who live in or at-
tend school in Orinda.
This year's prompt was
The Gift, though en-
trants were welcomed to
write on the theme of
their choice.

This year's top three
prize winners are:

Jason Wagner
Jialei Zhang

Books.

Kaylin Chang

1st Place: Kaylin Chang, Bright as the Sun
2nd Place: Emma Wong, Jin's Gift
3rd Place: Holly Carysforth, East
The following were awarded honorable
mentions for their commendable entries:

Carson Blair The Gift
Kaia Bonham Bea
Josslyn Grover  Song of Life

Pateel Haroupian The Monarch
Butterflies Plead for Our Help

Indie Lee A Well of Memories
Jewel Mendiola The Gift
Hana Shukairy  The Everlasting Break
Elise Vansant Four Words

The Gift of Immigrants
Home at Last

The first, second, and third-place recipients
received cash prizes of $250, $125, and $75,
respectively. The Honorable Mention re-
cipients received gift certificates to Orinda

Winners of Youth Ink 2020
announced

Emma Wong

possible this year. The Orinda Junior

Women’s Club thanks all of the entrants for
sharing their talents and is also very thank-
ful to its Youth Ink volunteer judges, who
thoughtfully provided time and expertise in
reading each entry and contemplating this
year’s winners among a stellar pool of en-

tries. This year's judges were Sally Bolger,

Cynthia Leslie-Bole, Michelle Meyers and
Colleen Weems.

The following community sponsors en-
abled the Orinda Junior Women’s Club to of-
fer this year’s Youth Ink writing contest to
Orinda middle schoolers with their financial
support: Friends of the Orinda Library, The
Intuitive Writing Project, Lamorinda Arts
Council and Orinda Community Foundation.
Emma Wong recorded a video of herself
reading her winning entry, Jin's Gift. The
video can be seen here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=emN-

JKCRCEXS&t=6s .

While Youth Ink writers are normally
celebrated at a springtime awards cere-
mony, given the circumstances of the global
pandemic, an in-person ceremony was not
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The Lamorinda Arts Alliance is pleased to
announce the Moraga Art Gallery "Shelter In
Place" Virtual Tour. Early in February the
Moraga Art Gallery opened "Kaleidoscope,"
their first show of 2020, highlighting the art of
two dozen member and guest artists. A little
over a month later the gallery closed due to the
shelter-in-place directive. Fortunately, the
gallery and the exhibit are open again for you
to visit -- that is to visit virtually! Now, from the
comfort of your home, you can view the
Moraga Art Gallery exhibit and hear from the
artists about their artwork and what motivates
them. The tour was produced by gallery Experience, which includes brunch and concert
president Lucy Beck and and filmed and edited is $75; Concert only is $20. For information,

by Ben Ellis. Please go to the Lamorinda Arts visit

Alliance website for the link to the virtual tour: www.gccpmusic.com/immersiveexperiences.
https://laadart.org

Gold Coast Chamber Players are offering
“Immersive Experiences” that include a live
concert hosted via Zoom, a backstage pass to
talk to the musicians, delivery of dinner or
brunch by a master chef, handcrafted cocktail
or wine pairings, and much more. The Italian
Serenade brunch and concert is scheduled from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, May 17 with an
Italian Brunch by Locando Positano Chef Tullio.
The 11:45 a.m. Concert Live from Bologna, Italy
will feature music by Vivaldi, Corelli, and
Tartini with Grazia Raimondi on violin and
Luigi Piovano on cello. Cost for the Immersive

Lafayette Rotary Club

Great job Lamorinda!
Protecting you and us
Please keep it up
Lafayette Rotary supports The Food Bank. Help us reach
our goal go to https://e.givesmart.com/events/hc2/
www.rotarylafayette.org
www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Lafayette-CA

Please submit events to: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

The International Film Showcase continues online

and addresses tactfully the sometimes difficult process
to find one's sexual identity, and societal pressures to
conform. It has a lovely unexpected ending.

The films range from $10 to $12. Details can be
found on the website links at http://internationalshow-

Efi Lubliner is offering a Zoom discussion about "A
Regular Woman" at 1:30 p.m. May 17. He recommends
that people watch the film before joining the discussion.
The meeting is hosted by Bob Levine and the Men’s club
but open to all. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81784884764;

... continued from Page B1

The excellent actors' performances, the mix of black
and white, the neutral and almost detached tone, create
a powerful chilling effect. The movie denounces all ex-

treme religious deviations.

“And Then We Danced” is a beautiful film from
Georgia that talks about passion, dance, coming of age

mended using Chrome for easier viewing.

case.org. Some people reported difficulty accessing the
movies using the Firefox browser. Lubliner recom-

meeting ID: 817 8488 4764. Interested individuals are
asked to confirm their participation to the meeting by
replying to justiceguy@aol.com.
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Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Worship services are available online to view or stream or they have been canceled for now.
Please call or check the individual websites for updated information.

(:\\\ ST MARK’S CHURCH
1 OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
& 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
-g www.stmarksorinda.org | (925) 254-5965

All Are Welcome

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

9:30 a.m. CoNGREGATIONAL VWORSHIP

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in the Center for Ministry

visit http://www.holyshepherd.org for more details

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME
Services online:

mvpctoday.org
Q ]] l.‘,} )[_;i 10 Moraga Valley Lane

www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM (at least through May 10)
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

QUR SAVIOR'S
LUTTTERAN CHURCH

TRANSFORMED BY THE PATH WE WALK TOGETHER

PR | LTt oomem ER TR N LR P

JEITM Lin [4BR CILIE SURDTAT SLRYILL A1 "Bl am
THIIDGRLE AN TGO FRIIGHAMY AT 1045 Am

Lafayette United Methodist Church
Go to to our YouTube Channel:
Love LUMC

for small-batch, home-grown, curated
worship playlists and more inspiration

ST. PERPETUA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Sundavys at 9 a.m.
or any time you wish!

Lafayette-Orinda Pre:sléztenan Church

49 Knox Drive - Lafayette, = g5k 2B3-8722

o
celebrating our faith + enriching our community < sharing our gifts

Join us
Masses Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
School for 1K - 8th grade
Faith Formation for children and adults

3454 Hamlin Road | Lafayette | stperpetua.org
925.283.0272 Parish | 925.284.1640 School

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

Online Service Only 10:45 AM
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Oakland | San Francisco

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

SAN FRANCISCO
(415) 353-2808

925-377-0977

SAN RAMON
(925) 979-3450

WALNUT CREEK
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Margaux McDonald

By Jon Kingdon

When you see the term
student-athlete, usually there
is an emphasis on either the
former or the latter. In the
case of Margaux McDonald,
who will be graduating this
year from Miramonte High
School, in racing terms, it
would have to be called a
dead heat. Besides being an
all-American swimmer and
the team captain at Mira-
monte, she was the long
course junior National Quali-
fier, swimmer of the year and
the team captain at Orinda
Aquatics. All of these ac-
complishments required
countless hours in the pool,
yet McDonald was able attain
similar results academically,
leading to her being recruited
and accepted by Princeton
University.

McDonald began swim-
ming at the age of 6 at Sleepy
Hollow Swim and Tennis
Club, under the tutelage of
Matt Ehrenberger, before
moving on to Orinda Aquatics
when she was 10 where
Ehrenberger coached her up
to freshman year. Besides
swimming, she also played
soccer, basketball, ran cross
country and track and field
and danced through middle
school. McDonald comes by
her athletic talents honestly
with both of her parents hav-
ing been athletes themselves:
“My Dad (Trent) was a water
polo player and my Mom
(Catja) ran cross country and
track. They wanted me to
know how to swim and I re-
ally liked it.”

When McDonald moved
up to the senior group as a
freshman at Orinda Aquatics
and Ron Heidary became her
coach, he already knew the
qualities she brought to the
pool: “Margaux was a very
good swimmer at the begin-
ning. She was one of the top
11- to 12-year-old swimmers
in the Bay Area and I knew
she had a lot of potential. She
had the talent and was disci-

5
1

L

plined and conscientious.
Those are the things that we
built on as she got older.”

The demands required to
be a top swimmer and the ul-
timate results are what Mc-
Donald finds most satisfying
in the sport: “I like that swim-
ming is completely time
based so you can see all of
your hard work pay off in
your times getting better over
the years.”

Heidary’s brother, Don, is
McDonald’s coach at Mira-
monte and shares Ron’s ap-
preciation of McDonald’s tal-
ents. “Margaux is an elite
swimmer, athlete and leader,”
Don Heidary said. “She has
been a blessing to the Mira-
monte swim team.”

It was Don Heidary who
pushed McDonald to focus on
the backstroke, an event that
was new to her. “When I
started training year round, I
was swimming the individual
medley and the butterfly,”
said McDonald. “I then began
training in the backstroke
which was a new event for
me and I swam really well at
the Junior Nationals in Texas.
Donnie put me in the 100-
yard Back-stroke at the North
Coast Championship where I
finished second and then
third at the state meet.”

It was her success in
these events that prompted
McDonald to contact Prince-
ton head coach Brent
Lundgaard, who soon after
invited her to take a recruit-
ing visit which she did last
summer.

Prior to McDonald’s visit,
Lundgaard made a call to Ron
Heidary to learn more about
her, which very much worked
in her favor. “It wasn’t until
the spring of 2019 that we
first learned about Margaux,”
said Lundgaard. “We only
had one or two spots left
when Margaux came on our
radar. Ireached out to Ron,
her club coach at Orinda
Aquatics where they have a
very established culture with
coaches who literally have
written the book on character

i

development in swimming.
The nice part is, when you
come across club coaches
who know what they’re talk-
ing about, you really listen. I
had a wonderful conversation
and he sold me right away.”

Ron Heidary, who has
had numerous swimmers go
on to college, found it easy to
recommend McDonald. “She
is a straight-A student who is
very coachable and always
positive. Her time manage-
ment is excellent and she has
a character that is flawless.
When you put those things
together, she is a ‘can’t miss’
recruit. Fortunately, they saw
that and they wanted her in
the program.”

It turned out to be a great
recruiting visit for McDonald.
“I loved the campus,” she
said. “Iloved Coach
Lundgaard and his training
philosophy and the facilities
are amazing so it was cer-
tainly my first choice.”

There was only one spot
on the team left for a fresh-
man and soon after meeting
with Lundgaard and his as-
sistant coach, McDonald was
offered that spot and imme-
diately accepted. It was more
than her grades and swim-
ming ability that earned her a
place on the team, said
Lundgaard: “Margaux’s visit
was in line with everything
we had heard about her and
more. We had an instinct
that we were going to offer
her. On the day that she sat
down with me and my assis-
tant — I remember we were
eating ice cream — we proba-
bly talked for about two
hours. We just shot the breeze
and right afterwards, my as-
sistant sent me a text that
said, ‘There’s no way we can’t
offer her.’ We both felt that
Margaux has this disposition,
wisdom and self-awareness
which is so far beyond her
years. When we are forming
our team, that’s hard to ig-
nore when you come across
that.”

Besides her backstroke,
McDonald’s skill in the

freestyle, breaststroke and
butterfly were also selling
points to Lundgaard. “She
swims four strokes; it’s all
there and you can see the
athleticism. Aslong as she’s
eager in learning, which she
is, and as long as she’s com-
petitive and really has a pas-
sion for it, then we feel confi-
dent that she is going to con-
tinue to blossom. Margaux’s
swimming is great and is go-
ing to be impactful for us in
any number of events. In fact,
I think that she is probably
even more versatile than she
knows she is.”

McDonald feels that there
is a lot of room for improve-
ment in her performance,
taking the long-term perspec-
tive from Orinda Aquatics:
“Ronnie’s key philosophy is
that when you enter high
school, it’s not how fast you
can swim at the end of your
senior year, it’s how fast you
can get by the end of your se-
nior year of college. He sees
it as an eight-year process
which has been helpful for
me because I do have room
for improvement in all of my
events.”

Lundgaard is also looking
for McDonald to take that
next step: “At Princeton, our
swimmers will improve on
multiple levels. There was
kind of a stereotype that
women did not really get
faster past 18. The last 20
years have put that on its
head. It’s common to see
women improving not only
through college but you’re
seeing professional swim-
mers now into their late 20s
going with their best times.
At 5’77, Margaux will be at the
lower end height-wise but she
swims big and she swims
athletic.”

With practices six days a
week (double practices three
days a week), time manage-
ment and discipline are es-
sential for swimmers like Mc-
Donald to keep up academi-
cally: “My days are really
structured. I have a sleep
schedule so I get to bed at a

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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reasonable time and that has
really helped me with my
time management. This be-
gan my freshman year be-
cause it had to.”

McDonald is still taking
her classes online at Mira-
monte and looks back with
great fondness at her decision
to attend Miramonte: “When I
began high school, it was be-
tween Campolindo and Mira-
monte because I train every
day at Campolindo, but after
four years I can say that I am
very grateful that I made the
decision to go to Miramonte.
I really loved having two
groups of friends, the people
that I swim with (who mostly
went to Campolindo) and the
people that I go to school
with. It was really beneficial
for me to have a separate en-
vironment that I spend my
day in rather than where I
train because swimming can
be so overwhelming. I knew
that I could spend the day
with my school friends and
not think about swimming
and it was a nice break dur-
ing the day.”

It was more than swim-
ming techniques that McDon-
ald took away from Ron Hei-
dary and Orinda Aquatics:
“Ronnie was really key in my
development. Ilove the
lessons that he taught all of us
through swimming and also
out of the pool. He’s such a
positive and encouraging
mentor and has amazing
morals which he tries to en-
courage us to also have so he
has not only been a key in my
swimming but in my devel-
opment as a teenager into an
adult.”

Despite all of the travails
that everyone is living under,
McDonald has still managed
to keep her eye on the prize:
“Even with the pools closed,
I’'ve been able to swim in the
pool in my backyard. It’s not
very long, but it’s something
just to feel the water.”
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Lamorinda Water Polo Club celebrates its recruited student athletes
Submitted by Tyler Painter

Lamorinda Water Polo Club
celebrates 11 graduating
seniors that have committed to
play water polo in college. The
club recognizes these
outstanding student athletes
for their excellence and
dedication to water polo and
academics as they join over
200 Lamorinda Water Polo
Alumni that have gone on to
play in successful NCAA water
polo programs. The Club
thanks its coaches and staff led
by Guy Baker (Executive
Director), James Lathrop (Boys
Director and 18U Boys Coach)
and Kim Everist (Girls Director
and 16U Girls Coach) for their
commitment to helping these
graduating athletes achieve
their academic and athletic
goals.

Lamorinda Water Polo
Club offers year-round
age-group programs and
Splashball for boys and girls,
age 5-18, and introductory
water polo summer camps for
kids age 5-12. Current news
and updates on changing
schedules due to Covid-19 are
available at
Lamorindawaterpolo.org.
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Cal Magic takes time out for community

Jia

Submitted by Katie
Rogers

This spring, California Magic
Soccer Club teams partici-
pated in community service
projects as part of creating
Magical Moments on and off
the field. Magic maintains that
community outreach is an
important cornerstone of
teaching leadership and re-
sponsibility. Haris Obic, the
executive director of coaching
states, “There is no greater
victory than seeing our play-
ers make a direct impact in
their communities and adding
value to the world in their
unique ways.”

Each of Magic’s teams has
been encouraged to identify
outreach opportunities in the
community that feels mean-
ingful and they believe will
have an impact on someone’s
life. Thus far in 2020, the U13
Boys volunteered at St. Mary’s
Center in Oakland where they
prepared and served meals to
homeless, at-risk seniors. The
U11 Girls partnered with Blue
Star Moms and assembled

care packages for deployed
U.S. soldiers. And, the U12
Girls volunteered at Turning
Point in Oakland, a transi-
tional home for homeless
women who are supported in
reclaiming their indepen-
dence. The team planned,
prepared, and served a meal
to the women onsite. The U13
Girls assisted with food distri-
bution at White Pony Express,
a distribution center where
high quality food is delivered
to over 70 local nonprofits
serving those suffering from
food shortages or
hunger. Other orga-
nizations where
Magic teams have
volunteered include
ARF and Contra Costa
Food Bank.

Magic aims to ed-
ucate, inspire, and
empower not just on
the field, but off as
well. Magic is proud
of how their players
have chosen to repre-
sent themselves in the
community. Obic
adds, “Our players
have reflected Magic’s

aty!

ideals with pride as they ex-
perience the value of giving
back which is especially cru-
cial right now. It is our great-
est goal to continue teaching

these important values within

our club.”
California Magic Soccer

Club was selected for the 2019

Best of Orinda Award in the
Association or Organization

category by the Orinda Award
Program. To learn more about

Magic, it’s programs, and up-
coming tryouts visit their
website: calmagicsc.com.
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[ insuance Jll  HairCareServices | SeniorServices T R

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

$10 per 1/2” classified

ad height.
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Renee’'s
Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?
Or a little companionship
Call Renee: 925-393-8732

Help Wanted

Calpine Corporation secks
Director, Project Management
in Walnut Creek, CA to id &
anlyz plant configurat’ns &
technologies in plant dvlpmts.
Req. Bachelor’s in Mechanical
Engrg, 5 yrs engrg exp in
electrical pwr generat’n, &
perform’g combined cycle

& cogenerat’n plant thermal
analysis. PE license req’d.
Apply at http://www.calpine.
com/careers/. EOE

Ken'’s Rototilling

+ 4 W/D Tractors

« Hillside Weed Cutting

« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling

Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
X 510-689-7490

Reach 65,000

with your ad

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125
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Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary launches
campaign to aid Food Bank

Submitted by Tom Black 200,” said Kemnitz.
To date, proceeds from the sale of 55 do-

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Matching grant increases
Lafayette Rotary's food
bank donation to $60K

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

At a time when demand for food among the
neediest is particularly acute, Lamorinda
Sunrise Rotary Club has launched a fundrais-
ing initiative aimed at lending a hand.

The plan involves active partnership with
another local Rotary club, Clayton Valley Con-
cord Sunrise. They are working together in
accepting donations of motor vehicles that are
reconditioned and sold to the general public.
The campaign is called Cars2ndChance.

The effort is headed by Dave Kemnitz, a
longtime Rotarian who “conveniently” is
owner of D&H Enterprises, an auto repair
shop in Concord. Kemnitz hatched the idea
while a member of the Clayton Valley Club. He
recently transferred to Lamorinda Sunrise.

“The Clayton club did fine on its own,”
said Kemnitz, “but partnering with Lamor-
inda Sunrise marks a big step forward for the
program.”

Vehicles accepted as donations undergo a
thorough inspection, reconditioned as neces-
sary and sold publicly. All work is performed
at his repair shop on Monument Boulevard.
“The labor, which we do at cost, comes off the
top of the resale price,” he added.

Proceeds from each sale are split evenly
between the two Rotary clubs. Lamorinda
Sunrise has pledged that half of its share, or
25% of net proceeds, will be earmarked to
support the Food Bank of Contra Costa and
Solano.

A total of 150 vehicles were processed in
2019. Through three months of this year 50
have been processed. “We hope to do at least

nated vehicles and three RVs went in support
of relief efforts involv-ing the 2018 Camp Fire,
which destroyed the town of Paradise. Total
market value exceeded $160,000, said Kem-
nitz.

Any vehicle with a title will be accepted,
he added, and it need not be in running
condition.

Topping the list in market value is a 2007
luxe motor home that sold for $125,000. The
fanciest two cars so far are a 2008 Lexus con-
vertible and a 2007 Corvette, valued at $16,000
and $15,000, respectively.

On the lot at the repair shop when we
spoke with Kemnitz was a freshly rehabbed
1999 red Mazda Miata con-vertible, stickered
at $6,999.

Kemnitz has cast a broad partnering net.
In addition to the two Rotary clubs men-
tioned, there are 56 other partners, mostly
additional Rotary clubs, but also churches,
schools and other nonprofits.

There is no sunset date for the program,
he said. “We plan to keep this going till the
cows come home.”

Those interested in an automobile, truck,
RV, motorcycle or boat are asked to visit the
www.cars2ndchance.org for instructions or to
call (925) 326-5868. Any donation is tax de-
ductible as a charitable gift.

Since its founding in 1975, Food Bank of
Contra Costa and Solano has distributed more
than $56 million in food. Between the two
counties, one resident in eight relies on the
Food Bank for daily sustenance.

Submitted by Larry

Blodgett

The Lafayette Rotary Club hand
delivered a $30,000 donation
on May 8 to the Food Bank of
Contra Costa and Solano
County. The sense of urgency to

Photo provided

Lafayette Rotary Foundation president Larry Blodgett delivers
the $30,000 food bank donation on May 8.

deliver the donation that day
was so the club could qualify
for a matching grant made
available by Steve and Susan
Chamberlin, which in turn
doubled the Rotary’s original
donation to $60,000.

THE WRITING STUDI()

Love

Camp Young Writers

Camp Dates:

Un
"€ 8.1yl 3 and July 13-AUBYSE 7

e Classroom instruction and
individual sessions
¢ Writing Projects
¢ Tools to improve fluency and
sentence structure
¢ Grades 3-12

The Writing Studio

3249 Mt. Diablo Court, Suite 101-A, Lafayette
(925) 385-0211

Fine Jewelry Repairs
& Custom Designs

Q ce DESIGNS ‘

Catherine Dining- Goldsmith
3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
(925) 937-9570 | www.cgdesignsinc.com

www.lafayettewritingstudio.com

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

WHILE YOU’RE
SHELTERING IN PLACE

WE’D BE GLAD TO GIVE YOU AN ESTIMATE
Contact us with a brief description (& photos

if possible) Email us at:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

We Look Forward to Working with You
As Soon As Things Return to Normal

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom  Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Lafayette Auto Bodg Inc.

Piano Studio
}4655 to suecess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with

profes:

Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

al instructor MTAC member:

' NLAFAYETTE
| PHYSICAL THERAPY £

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comp/imem‘my Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Ages 4-16 + Lamorinda’s Hometown Camp
Home Pick up Available in Lafayette

Join us for a camp tour!
roughingit.com/visit 925.283.3795
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"""ns Bay Area HomeS

Beautiful Sin

! lodi ett’s .
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. # 177588

Owner

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

SVENSSON AUTOMOTIVE

Lafayette’s Premier Auto Repair Shop

A family owned
business since 1966

\J—(heckour
five star
. Google

3297 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette | reviews.
(925) 299-0720 | svenssonautomotive.com

Specializing in
Swedish and German vehicles.

Certified Saab Service Center

Latayette

& FITNESSﬂ |

-}

925-376-3667

KFPUSA1@gmail.com

VI aulou’s

To Place Orders by Phone,
Simply Call
(925) 283-3380 OR
Shop Online at
mccaulous.com

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast e

h} LI.IG

Seven Days a Week ;o
1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette
(510) 283-2397

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢

The UPS Store  Bs

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Blvd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549

v/ Shipping v Notary Services
v" Copying, Finishing Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202
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Lamorinda Home Sales ... read on Page D2

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Cultlvatmg artful gratefulness

sprouts, sounds, and sights. It’s been eight weeks since I've worn any
make-up. My daily wardrobe consists of my grubby garden garb, tool
apron, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, and boots. Splinters, scratches, bites,
and itchy poison oak are a blight to my body, yet I am so joyful to spend
my days weeding, seeding, and feeding as I witness the magnificence un-
folding in this labyrinth of blossoms. Rose entwined arches, mustard
growing 15 feet into the trees, clematis bowered on trellises, a mosaic of
colorful floral layers dazzling on the hillside, a parterre of bearded iris,
cornflags, daylilies, and roses hemmed by clipped boxwood, butterflies
flitting from flower to flower, bees humming in the citrus ... nature is a
living painting!

My garden is my most spectacular artwork. Some of it is messy and
wild, other parts are formal and civilized. As my camellias wane, my flo-
rescent pink rhododendrons take center stage. Azaleas in containers, as
well as those planted in the ground, are on a continual blooming cycle.

.. continued on Page D4

! X

Photos Cynthia Brian
A painter’s palette of purple, gold, cream, and orange include bearded
iris, statice, calendula, rose, and euphorbia.

By Cynthia Brian

"My garden is my most beautiful work of art” - Claude Monet

A vase filled with cascading jasmine sits on my nightstand just inches
from my bed, its heady scent perfuming the entire room. Not only is it
beautiful, but it is my sentinel alerting me when I awake that I still have
my sense of smell. Since one of the symptoms of contracting COVID-19 is
the loss of taste and smell, I appreciate the fact that I can smell the roses
as well as all the marvelous fragrances breezing through my garden. I
have always been filled with gratitude for the simple things in life, but
now, more than ever, I am cultivating artful gratefulness with increased
urgency.

I am so thankful for my lush landscape. I live in what I call my “pri-
vate botanical garden” where every day I am greeted by surprising

The lush hillside luxuriates in a mosaic of verdant green foliage.
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ORINDA Gorgeous New Construction
564 Tahos Road, 5BD, 4.5BA, detached guest room/office, views

Offered at $

ORINDA Amazing New Price $3,198,000!
Prime Country Club Location ~ 513 Miner Road
1.1 acres, 4BD, BA, guest house, 4 car garage

‘C@MPASS

2,998,000

GLENN AND KELLIE

BEAUBELLE |

925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 8 $875,000 $2,153,000
MORAGA 8 $775,000 $2,305,000
ORINDA 9 $860,000 $2,950,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3277 Fairholm Court, $1,947,500, 5 Bdrms, 3000 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 04-01-20,
Previous Sale: $1,575,000, 07-05-01

3347 Helen Lane, $1,470,000, 4 Bdrms, 2292 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 03-30-20,
Previous Sale: $702,500, 08-02-11

917 Hough Avenue #7, $875,000, 2 Bdrms, 1038 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 03-26-20,
Previous Sale: $728,000, 03-16-17

1006 Katherine Lane, $1,320,000, 4 Bdrms, 1901 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 03-31-20,
Previous Sale: $545,000, 01-15-02

1163 Pleasant Hill Circle, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2446 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 03-27-20,
Previous Sale: $825,000, 01-06-11

1548 Rancho Del Hambre, $2,153,000, 6 Bdrms, 5985 SqFt, 1994 YrBlt, 03-27-20

3372 Walnut Lane, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2952 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 03-30-20,
Previous Sale: $420,000, 06-01-91

3098 Withers Avenue, $1,149,000, 4 Bdrms, 2830 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 03-25-20,
Previous Sale: $1,227,000, 06-18-15

MORAGA

58 Corte Maria, $1,825,000, 5 Bdrms, 3169 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 03-31-20,
Previous Sale: $970,000, 10-16-01

747 Crossbrook Drive, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 2323 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 04-01-20,
Previous Sale: $1,255,000, 04-06-17

115 Devin Drive, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1693 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 04-01-20,
Previous Sale: $1,035,000, 03-27-15

182 Fernwood Drive, $1,537,000, 4 Bdrms, 2955 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 03-27-20,
Previous Sale: $1,260,000, 10-23-18

206 Fronteras Drive, $2,305,000, 3 Bdrms, 3832 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 03-27-20

188 Miramonte Drive, $805,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBIt, 03-27-20,
Previous Sale: $415,000, 04-28-11

223 Sonora Road, $2,190,000, 3 Bdrms, 4685 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 03-27-20

484 Woodminster Drive, $775,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 03-23-20,
Previous Sale: $147,000, 07-01-87

ORINDA

25 El Toyonal, $860,000, 2 Bdrms, 1339 SqFt, 1918 YrBlt, 04-01-20

100 Estates Drive, $1,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 3462 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 03-30-20

511 Hawkridge Terrace, $2,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2959 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 03-30-20,
Previous Sale: $1,840,000, 11-07-18

5 Hartford Road, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 2801 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 03-23-20

7 Lloyd Lane, $1,930,000, 4 Bdrms, 3222 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 03-25-20,
Previous Sale: $805,000, 08-06-99

36 Oak Drive, $2,225,000, 5 Bdrms, 4205 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 03-27-20,
Previous Sale: $410,000, 05-27-98

17 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1803 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 03-26-20,
revious Sale: $1,285,000, 06-26-17

13 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,780,000, 4 Bdrms, 2451 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 03-25-20,
Previous Sale: $1,160,000, 06-08-06

14 Zander Drive, $2,200,000, 6 Bdrms, 3165 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 03-27-20



We've never seen a spring %

it

1045 Timothy Lane, Lfaye 8 Vista Via, Laayette
The Paddy Kehoe Team Just Sold 1045 Timothy Lane and 8 Vista Via

In April 2020, 17 homes sold compared to 30 homes There is still a lack of inventory for the amount of
sold in April 2019. Home sales fell by almost 50% over buyers in the market. Compass data shows that home
the same month last year. List to sell price is flat or searches are up 40% and buyers searching for pools
even. The homes that the Paddy Kehoe Team sold, has tripled!

sold well over asking with multiple offers.
If you're thinking about selling, give Paddy
a call today. Buyers are active and we need

k more inventory!

Pt

PADDY KEHOE TEAM

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Christine Frazier

925.550.2130
christinefrazier@compass.com
DRE 01949722

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Leslie Lomond Dave Schurhoff Brittany Hogan

650.799.2110 9259979569 925.233.9061
leslie.lomond@compass.com dave.schurhoff@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01968517 - DRE 01834201 DRE 01990287

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Cultivating artful gratefulness

... continued from Page D1

A variety of trees, both deciduous and ever-
green, fruiting and flowering, screen and define
the property. I've been pruning, thinning, and cut-
ting deadwood in anticipation of fire season.

My goal during this coronavirus crisis is to
keep our immune systems strong by eating as
many fresh vegetables, herbs, and fruits from my
garden as possible. Artichokes are almost ready to
be harvested. My citrus crop has been supplying
my family and friends with daily doses of vitamin
C. After delivering lemon limes to my neighbor,
she offered me a goji berry plant which I am ex-
cited to grow as a living fence. Also called the mat-
rimony vine, goji berry plants can be pruned and
shaped to keep them small so that the red fruit
which will ripen from July to October can be easily
harvested. The berries contain more vitamin C
than oranges, more potassium than a banana, and
more iron than a steak. In addition, I learned that
goji berries contain a high concentrate of vitamins
B1, B2, B6, C, E, and 18 different amino acids and

zinc. I am so thankful to grow this new specimen
that will enhance our health.

Gardening is not a hobby; it is an essential part

of my creative being. Gardening is a survival skill
and an art form. It is gratifying to sow a seed, wa-
ter, fertilize, prune, and nurture that tiny seedling
to full bloom. No matter how small a home is, we
can always grow herbs in a pot on a windowsill or
fill containers with vegetables and flowers dis-
played on a balcony or porch. With a garden, we
bring beauty into our lives. Especially in troubling
times, beauty is critical to grow our hopes and
dreams. This lockdown has sparked an increased
appreciation for the solitude and splendor of
gardening.

Let your garden be your most attractive work
of art. Plant a painter’s palette of exquisite color. A
garden is a refuge, a sanctuary, a quiet, safe place.
Propagate positive possibilities and cultivate artful
gratitude.

Stay healthy. Stay safe. Stay home. Stay
grateful.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

\ : AN i
Snails snacked on Jackmanii clematis
wrestled from the roses.

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
DRE 00943989 | 01051349
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Op-
portunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes
in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

New Orinda Listing!

300 Village View Court, Orinda

$2,295,000

2 Bed 2.5 Bath 2,500% SF 0.16* Acres

An Orindawoods treasure unlike any other. Warm and welcoming
from the moment you step onto the property, this magnificent single
level home exudes elegance redefined. With impeccable design,
timeless finishes and worry-free living, you will rediscover what
'home' should be. The coveted end of cul-de-sac location offers
unparalleled privacy and optimized outdoor living spaces for year
round entertaining and enjoyment. Elevate your lifestyle today!
300villageview.com

New Moraga Listing!

$1,395,000

1267 Bollinger Canyon Road

Main Home: 2 Bed / 1Bath
Workshop: 60 ft x 30 ft

Container Home: 1Bed / 1Bath
Barn: 8 Stalls 12+ Acres

This spectacular 12+ acre mostly usable parcel is located in
the heart of Bollinger Canyon. Sheltered by the hills from fog, this
lovely property enjoys cool nights and warm days in summer. A
darling two bedroom, one bathroom home, a stunning one
bedroom, one bathroom container home, a 60 foot x 30
foot workshop and an 8 stall barn offer the ultimate in country
living versatility. 1267BollingerCanyon.com




RECENT SALES

.
263 Calle La Mesa 1115 Devin Drive
Moraga | Sold Moraga | Sold

, ot RRE SN

1248 Larch Avenue 133 Lombardy Lane 2102 Torrington Court
Moraga | Pending Orinda | Sold Martinez | Sold

BRYDON & i’ VES Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.285.8336 brydonivesteam.com
REAL ESTATE TEAM bi@brydonivesteam.com DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

HOME

has a whole
new meaning.

Live Where You Love.
Love Where You Live.

Now more than ever, we truly appreciate
the value and beauty of "HOME." Home
being our community, home being our
neighborhood, home being our safe
place — the place we come back to.

The Brydon & Ives Team continues
to safely help our clients buy and sell
homes during this pandemic.

3711 Highland Court
Lafayette | Sold

1049 Via Nueva
Lafayette | Pending

Work with us!

COMPASS



//NEW LISTING

The height of luxury, overlooking Lafayette

Picture perfect at
Woodbury

//OFFERED AT $2,735,000

Sue Layng

f ; // BROKER
L(,e 925.963.7189
sue@suelayng.com

www.suelayng.com
BRE# 000970956

1010 Woodbury Road,
#301, Lafayette

This incredible home is located on
the top level so you have no neigh-
bors above you in this exceptional

community.

The location can't be beat, so close
to Oakwood Athletic Club, The La-
fayette Reservoir, trails, downtown
shops, restaurants..really all the
amenities of downtown Lafayette
in walking distance.

3 3 2

Bedrooms Baths Car-Garage

Secure
2'931 Building With Workspace
Sq. Ft Elevator,

Level Entry

ssssssss



519 Miner Aoad, Ohinda

Stunning, resort-like, custom-gated estate where perfect design
meets exquisite taste. The unparalleled craftmanship creates a
no-detail-missed luxury home like no other in Lamorinda.

Virtual tour at 519MinerRoad.com

Entry level:

Living Room, Dining Room, Office, Kitchen/Family Room, Mas-

ter Bedroom Suite, Guest Bedroom En-suite, 2 powder rooms,
Laundry Room, 2nd office & mudroom

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959

Lower Level:
3 En-suite bedrooms, Family Room, Bonus/Workout room, 2nd
laundry room, powder room

Exterior:
Large decks off Kitchen/Family and Master bedroom, Outdoor

Kitchen, Built in fireplace, Pool/Hot tub, Pool room with chang-

ing and % bath, Lighted Large level “soccer field" lawn, raised
veggie beds, custom landscape lighting & more.

538,995,000 - (Call me for an
appointment to be wowed.

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates

ASSOCIATES
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Full Bath

3

(ar Garage

Custom home build completed 2017 by:

FINDING THE Aight FIT

AMYROSESMITH

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.




Sy e = In This Together

Navigating through COVID-19

We know this situation has impacted
everyone. We are proud to continue working
with an abundance of caution to protect
our residents, team members, and
the community at large.

M MERRILL GARDENS

— —— LAFAYETTE

Let’s stand together and stay connected.

3980 Woodside Court, Lafayette (925) 272-0074 1010 Second Street A
Wonderful “Carmel Style” charm welcomes you merrillgardens.com | Lafayette, CA 94549 Lic 4079200597

home. Built in 1966, this is the first time it has been
offered for sale. Located on a desirable & quiet street
with an easy commute to downtown Lafayette, BART,
highway 24 and The Lafayette Reservoir. There
are beautiful hardwood floors, serene views, and a
lovely lot with mature landscaping.
This is a home with incredible appeal.

$1,595,000
4B |254Q | 2,534 (@) | .34 Acre*

*per public records

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care

3, Ireiad ko Ineoma

Tour Online at www.tourfactory.com/2730013

ADU4You Built-In Features
* Premium Appliances

* Granite / Quartz Surfaces Move-In

= Energy Star Compliamoe

* Floosing & Lighting

= Limar Thermostal Contsct us ke & free lisaneial
* Kitchen & Rath Fixtuses anadywis!

Delivered

April Matthews

Cell 925.200.0773
1.april.matthews@gmail.com
DRE# 01221153

BLUXURY

EEFDOI&ATER
—_—
1T Villags. OF Cosamen

www.dreamhomelamorinda.com
I All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

925.979.5516




20

Hacienda Circle

dazzling

ORINDA ESTATE

Stunning state of the art, architecturally designed

20 Hacienda Circle, Orinda, CA Estate by Orinda's highly regarded Richard Bartlett
is comfortably situated on a flat 1.3-acre site

6 bedrooms | 6 baths | 8,063 sf | 1.3 acres adjacent to the Orinda Country Club's 13th hole.

OFFERED AT: $4,250,000 | 20HaciendaCircle.com No detail was spared with this unique 8,063 sf,

6 bedroom, 6 bath, contemporary Craftsmen
designed home. This residence features soaring
ceilings, intelligent design and quality steel frame
construction. Each living space is grand in nature,
livability and size.

Laura Abrams

CAL BRE #01272382
510.697.3225 cell
laura@lauraabrams.com

LauraAbrams.com COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Melanie Snow q
CAL BRE #00878893 H
925.360.0344 cell
melanie@melaniesnow.com
MelanieSnow.com

Thank-you to all of our fearless and dedicated first responders, doctors, and nurses during these challenging times.

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified
this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your
property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Real Estate Agents affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Gardening Guide for May
SCATTER snail and slug bait ne - ' : — - 1 .
before they destroy all your :

sprouts.

PREPARE for fire season. Cut out
the deadwood from bushes and
trees, prune limbs and clear brush.

CLEAN leaves from gutters.
CUT tall wild grass to the ground.

CHOP leaves and flowers from
wild mustard for salads and
sandwiches.

WATER deeply and when needed.

PULL daffodil and other bulbs
spears as they dry.

DEADHEAD roses, calla lilies, and
calendulas as blossoms fade.

CLEAN greener this spring by '

using friendlier ingredients found ~ An overabundance of blossoms on citron lemon trees Artichokes will be ready to harvest soon.
in your garden such as lemon juice 5, perfumed bee magnets.

to remove grease, mildew and
stains.

WALK a nature trail for exercise,
beauty, and curiosity satisfaction,
keeping your distance from others
and bringing a mask.

PLANT beans, squash, cucumbers,
corn, gourds, melons, and
pumpkins directly into the garden
now. Because of their tender
taproots, they do not transplant
well.

BUY tomato seedlings to plant
anytime.

COMPOST your coffee grinds,
eggshells, vegetable peelings and
tea leaves.

BAG your lawn clippings only
every other mow. It’s best to leave
the clippings on the lawn as feed
for the roots, but many people find
the extra grass too messy.

TUCK edibles into your
flowerbeds. Parsley and garlic
chives look especially handsome as
a border.

REGROW scallions by sticking the
root ends in water after snipping.
Youwll get a fresh crop very quickly.

THIN apples and stone fruit to

ensure a bigger, healthier harvest.
Leave two to three fruit per .
cluster. Rhododendrons burst into fluorescent bloom as the  Clipped boxwood hem a parterre of bearded iris,

HARVEST artichokes, arugula and camellia flowers wane. cornflags, roses, and daylilies.
Swiss chard.

Happy Gardening. Happy
Growing.
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925-377-0977

Selfie of Cynthia Brian, without make-up,
standing under the 15-foot mustard flowers.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is
available for hire to help you prepare for your
spring garden. Raised in the vineyards of Napa
County, Cynthia is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach, as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501
c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including,
Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing
with the Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star You
Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Cynthia is available for virtual writing projects,
garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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McDonnell \Q) Nursery
- . Wi

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.

We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53




5 bd + office | 3.5 ba | 4290 sqft | .86 acre

Set on a spectacular parcel w/ amazing views,
privacy & beautiful gardens, this home provides
stylish elegance w/in comfortable living spaces in : -
one of Orinda’s most coveted locations. . P s Iy
e e e £
Offered at $2,950,000 - e

-

~—CLARKTHOMPSON— B3 UXURY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 \/l | |age

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

ASSOCIATES






