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925-377-0977

19 La Cintilla, Orinda | $2,950,000
5 bd + office | 3.5 ba |4290 sqft. | .86 ac.
Live, work & play in this super sharp Orinda

Country Club home.
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Building
Foundations
e Lifting

* Leveling

e Stabilizing
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UNDERPINNIHG

RENERLL CONTRACTAN NIC. BETEE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERLL CENTRACTIR
LIE. BETIZE

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

Complimentary
Dinner in OUf
onsite
'Farm to Tab\e
restauf'c“"t
Newton's Fin€
Dining'!

WALNUT CREEK’S PREMI
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY IN THE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

theheritagedowntown.com

Office: 925-254-8585

Cell: 925-998-7898
ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

cl UXURY

LAY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

—=CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Wednesday, May 27, 2020

Please...

...thanks

MOEFD and local municipalities create
joint fire prevention committee

By Nick Marnell

So that all agencies are in
sync with fire prevention ef-
forts, the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District board unanimously
approved the formation of a
joint fire prevention commit-
tee with the city of Orinda
and the town of Moraga.
“Working together, the
city of Orinda, town of Mor-
aga and the district can en-
sure the separate agencies
are up-to-date with fire pre-
vention efforts underway, can
identify where the city and
town need to assist, and can
examine any opportunities to
leverage resources,” Fire
Chief Dave Winnacker said at

the May 20 district meeting.
Public outcry for stronger
district fire prevention ef-
forts, especially from Orinda
residents, led in large part to
the formation of the new dis-
trict committee. Board Presi-
dent Steven Danziger partici-
pated in the May 5 Orinda
City Council meeting and said
he felt the passion and inten-
sity from community resi-
dents and elected officials as
the city set up its own sub-
committee to augment dis-
trict fire prevention efforts.
“It seemed like almost
every item they discussed
was about wildfires and fire
prevention,” Danziger said.
Orinda subcommittee

members include Mayor Dar-
lene Gee and Council Mem-
ber Dennis Fay, with the
Moraga representatives in-
cluding Mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus and Council Member
Steve Woehleke.

MOFD added power and
urgency to the joint project
by naming three directors to
its committee, calling for
more frequent meetings than
quarterly and recommending
that district concerned citi-
zens be invited to attend.

Once legal details are
worked out among the agen-
cies, the first joint meeting
could take place in early
June.

Lamorinda Weekly staff receives
Public Service Journalism award

Multiple reporters at the Lamorinda Weekly, as part of the 2019 California Journalism Awards
announced in May, received a Public Service Journalism award for their coverage last fall of the
fires and evacuations during the PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoffs.

Crisis brings rev1val of the homestead

Photo Sophie Braccini

Linda Bowers and her husband in front of their coop with

one of their hens.

... continued from Page A1l

Linda Bowers did not have
the issue of finding new chicks.
A founding member of the Cit-
izens of Lamorinda United
Chicken Keepers (CLUCK),
Bowers was part of the group
that 10 years ago lobbied
Lafayette to allow chickens in
most suburban gardens. As the
coronavirus spread and
shelter-in-place became
mandatory more and more
people reached out to CLUCK
for information. "A month ago
we started a CLUCK Facebook
page and within a few days we
got 100 members," she recalls.

A group of 30 people on
May 3 crowded cyberspace to
hear Papa John's teaching.
When asked, these new future
chicken owners confirmed that
the health crisis had revived
their desire to have chickens.
Yvette Castillo felt that this was
a perfect time to raise chicks.
Monica Kase got her new
chicks from Dare 2 Dream
Farms in Lompoc. “We heard
that they would have some
chicks available, so people

stood in line from early morn-
ing and the chicks were gone
within minutes," she said. Jen-
nifer Soller and Bethany Block,
who bought homes that had
coops that were left unused for
years, decided that it was time
to revive them, but as Bowers
noted, the prices for baby
chicks have multiplied as
scarcity set into place.
Nurseries, since they re-
opened, report having been
flooded with new as well as
seasoned vegetable gardeners.
Some of the local gardening
communities that used to sell
tomatoes or other early spring
seedlings canceled their annual
sale. Moraga Community Gar-
den or the UC Master Gardener
Program of Contra Costa
County both decided that
opening to the public was not
safe so they redirected their
production to local nurseries
better equipped to manage so-
cial distancing, such as the
Moraga Garden Center or Or-
chard Nursery in Lafayette.
Both places reported large
numbers of customers, though
sometimes it was hard to dis-
tinguish between catch-up

from the close-down period
and a new craze. McDonnell
nursery in Orinda had stayed
open most of March and April
and Sarah McDonnell con-
firmed an increase in vegetable
gardening requests.

From conversations with
new vegetable gardeners like
the Rojas, Rachel Chaudhary or
Angela Munoz, it appears what
motivated them most this year
was the additional time they
had and the enjoyment they
derived from working in their
new beds as a family. Munoz
had also moved from San
Francisco and found herself in
a house with empty vegetable
beds; mixing the dirt with her
kids and watering with them
has been a part of her new
simple life pleasures this
spring; just like the Rojas chil-
dren enjoy observing small
plants becoming edible vegeta-
bles they recognize, nibbling
on mint and strawberries,
while their mother added
weeding to her offsprings'’
chores list.

All the new gardeners, like
the new chickens owners, re-
lied on their community, and
the universal "YouTube Uni-
versity" to learn about life cy-
cles, feeding, companion plant-
ing, seasonality, and pro-
gressed through trial and error.
Chaudhary, for example,
reached out to one of her
neighbors when she discovered
at 6 a.m. one morning that
slugs were having a field day
with her baby eggplants.

All who were interviewed
swore that the new hobby is
now ingrained in their family
life and will not go away with
the easing of shelter-in-place
constraints. After World War II
the craze of Victory Gardens
died down and millions of gar-
dens were abandoned. Only
time will tell if this health crisis
will have a longer and deeper
effect on the way people relate
to their land and their food
supply.

As some new gardeners
have expressed it, gardening is
simply a nice thing to (re)dis-
cover right now, and cultivat-
ing something beautiful and
useful could have mental
health benefits in times of
great stress.





