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A crack in the door: ‘Live’ art

returns to Lamorinda

Murder Mystery with Mr. Grim

By Sophie Braccini

Much like in the spring when
little flowers start poking
their heads out of the ground,
art projects are gently sprout-
ing again in Lamorinda. A
new painting was installed at
the Moraga Commons Park,
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery in
Lafayette reopened alongside
the Moraga Art Gallery, the
Orinda Starlight Village Play-
ers are offering a live murder
mystery online, while
Lafayette’s Town Hall Theatre
invites audiences to revisit
Oscar Wilde’s “An Ideal
Husband.”

It has been a very diffi-
cult three-month period for
artists, very often deprived of
revenue but still having to
face fixed costs linked to their
art, and unable to share their
productions with the public.
The community has also been
deprived of artistic nourish-
ment, but the tide is, slowly,
turning.

First signs of new art are
visual. Two galleries are re-
opening to the public, on a
limited basis to comply with
the county health services'
order. Jennifer Perlmutter in
Lafayette whose gallery occu-
pies the large former bank at
the corner of Moraga Road
and Mt. Diablo Boulevard
feels very comfortable with
distance and masks. At this
time no receptions or events
are being planned but the
doors are open for the public
to see the new exhibition by
Dana DeKalb and Jane Fisher,
"Domesticated,” Wednesday
through Saturday between 2
and 6 p.m.

The spacious Moraga Art
Gallery has reopened, Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday
from noon to 3 p.m. The
artists collaborative that
manages the gallery says that
it will continue to implement
safe practices for protection
of visitors and staff alike. Face
masks are required, the
number of customers is lim-
ited to four people at a time,
and if there is a need to touch
the artwork, a box of gloves is
available at the front desk.

Free for viewing in Lam-
orinda are the statues dis-
played in public places in the
three cities, including a pro-
ject of the Moraga Art in Pub-
lic Spaces committee, consist-
ing of a new original art piece
by student Anna Chao, pho-
tographed and turned into a
wrap for the large electric
utility box at the Moraga
Commons Park.

According to the latest
health order, theaters are not
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to reopen before July 15. Pro-
fessional entertainers are
finding creative ways to keep
working and producing.

The Orinda Starlight Vil-
lage Players are offering
every Thursday of the week
in July a live Zoom murder
mystery called “Betsy.” It is
described as a combination
between an escape room and
dinner murder mystery,
hosted by mysterious Mr.
Grim (Malcolm Cowler). A
group of eight actors will tell
the story and act the different
parts while up to nine guests
will play live online to dis-
cover “who did it.” The Play-
ers are offering this online
entertainment for free, but
donations will be appreci-
ated. To reserve a spot on a
Thursday night please email
Info@orsvp.org or call (925)
528-9225.

Town Hall Theatre in
Lafayette is also offering on-
line entertainment for free,
and is grateful for donations.
The team is offering through
July 17 Oscar Wilde’s “An
Ideal Husband,” one of its
archival videos recorded dur-
ing a live performance, which
has the feeling of an in-
person viewing. Although the
play is set in 1895 London, the
themes could not be more
relevant today. Director Susan
Hovey stated that the topic is
timeless. There is political in-
trigue and scandal, but the
show does not hit you over
the head with it. It's
scathingly witty and thor-
oughly entertaining at the
same time. The video is ac-
cessible on the theater's web-
site link
(www.townhalltheatre.com/
town-hall-video-archives.)

Cal Shakes will not be
seen at the Bruins Theater in
Orinda this summer, but is
busy with engaging youth in
its summer conservatory.
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From left: Heather Kellogg and Dennis Markam in “An Ideal

Husband” by Oscar Wilde.

ELMWOOD VILLAGE SHOES

We are open
and ready to help you Safely!

Our store is easy to get to. We are the second exit off the
tunnel and five minutes off the freeway.

BRANDS: Birkenstock, Blundstone, Dansko, Naot,
Ecco, Josef Seibel, Wolky, Pikolinos, Joya, and more!
Styles for Men and Women
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510-845-4054
2915 College Ave, Berkeley

www.ELMWOODVILLAGESHOES.com

Feel confident

when you
smile!

Permanent whitening and reshaping teeth with
veneers and straightening teeth with Invisalign.

Call today
for your
free
consultation.

925-283-1220

After

No pain or removal of painful tooth structure
and proven to last 20 years in an on-going study.

Victoria Dillingham, D.D.S.
Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

915 Village Center
Lafayette
www.dillingham.com

Hard-working goats were back the week of
June 16, doing their part to help prevent fires
by chomping their way through the vegetation

- P. Fisher

Return of normalcy ... a la goa
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on the Cancer Support Community's land next
to the Lafayette Reservoir.

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.
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WALNUT CREEK'S PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek

theheritagedowntown.com




