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Lafayette starts

conversation about racism

Police Chief Ben Alldritt during the Zoom meeting

By Pippa Fisher

The city of Lafayette is
opening dialogue to address
racism within the commu-
nity and among the first
steps was a public safety
subcommittee meeting at-
tended by several dozen
residents to hear the police
response to the hundreds of
community emails and
questions about police poli-
cies and procedures, and a
look ahead at the next steps.
A town hall meeting will be
scheduled in early July for
further public input.

At the June 8 city council
meeting Police Chief Ben
Alldritt publicly condemned
the death of George Floyd at
the hand of a Minneapolis
police officer and the failure
of the three other officers to
intervene. “It was murder,”
said Alldritt, unequivocally.

The city voted unani-
mously to issue a proclama-
tion condemning the mur-
der and pledging to address
racism and prejudice within
Lafayette.

The June 18 public
safety meeting was a first
step in that direction and fo-
cused its attention on police
policies, taking a look at all
the questions received on
the subject. Alldritt outlined
some of the Contra Costa
County Sherriff’s Office’s
policies, with which the city
of Lafayette contracts for
police services, and went
over the eight procedural
guidelines of a campaign
designed to decrease police
violence known as
“8Can’tWait.”

Recommendations in-
clude use of de-escalation
techniques, required warn-
ings by officers before
shooting, required interven-
tion by other officers in the
event of excessive force, re-
quired comprehensive re-
porting of use of force inci-
dents, and the banning of
chokeholds and strangula-
tions. The chief’s document
including the complete list
can be found on the city
website below.

“Most of the recommen-
dations outlined in the
“8Can’tWait” campaign are
addressed in California
statutes,” explained Alldritt.

Alldritt, along with City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa

were there to listen to the
public. City council mem-
bers Cam Burks and Steven
Bliss both said they were
encouraged by the “robust”
attendance at the virtual
meeting. “It’s a unique op-
portunity to have an urgent
discussion,” said Bliss.

Several members of the
public suggested that the
current level of implicit bias
training is not enough. Sev-
eral acknowledged the good
work done by the LPD but at
least two members of the
public questioned policing
as a system, rather than
problems with individuals
and called for more drastic
changes.

Another speaker spoke
of the embedded systemic
racism in the community
that she said keeps people of
color out of the town, sug-
gesting that the community
needs to take steps to en-
courage diversity and make
POC feel safe here.

Burks says he was very
encouraged by the engage-
ment. “The candor and call
to action by so many resi-
dents of Lafayette and Lam-
orinda were inspiring. I ap-
preciate the sincere efforts
of the chief and our city
manager to comprehen-
sively address the many let-
ters we have received.”

“There is racism in our
community,” says Burks,
“And we need to address it -
and to stop it. It is my num-
ber one commitment to help
bring Lafayette together to
do this, and we have so
many wonderful residents
who have expressed to me
over these past weeks that
they want to engage, to bet-
ter our city.”

Burks says it was a first
step in advancing racial
equality in our community.
And, he says, “In the law en-
forcement space, we clearly
have a police chief who is
open-minded and very eager
to explore all options. His
desire is one of trans-
parency and trust across the
entire community.”

The city council was
scheduled to look at options
for the creation of a task
force to develop strategies to
further racial equality
across the entire community
at its June 22 meeting, after
this paper went to print.

The police chief’s community message is available on

the city website:

www.lovelafayette.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=6196
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING MORAGA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

9253767777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

What My Clients Say
I am always humbled by the positive reactions my clients have throughout the
process of buying or selling their home. It is important to me that everyone is
educated and comfortable will all their options.

“When looking for the very best in realtors, Keith Katzman
tops our list! From our first meeting, through the close, we are
so pleased to have Keith represent the sale of our home. He
managed the entire process including inspections, staging,
managing all communications with the buyers agent, and
post-close follow-up. His care, enthusiasm and professionalism

is unsurpassed.

Keith went above and beyond all our expectations for the
very best in what a st rate realtor should be; he really is that
good! Thank you Keith, for all that you did to manage the
sale of our home to a very successful and timely outcome! We
have already recommended Keith to our friends looking for
the very best in LaMorinda real estate.”

- Seller of 5 Lynch Court, Moraga

Your Strategic Partner
When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that youre not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
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No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Lafayette
Public Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Wednesday, July 6, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Don Tatzin
Community Hall

Design Review

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center. 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Arts
& Science Discovery Room

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School
District

TBA

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Laf.
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District

TBA

Regular Board Meeting
Stanley M.S. Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Live Where You L.ove.
L.ove Where You Live.
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COMPASS

1049 Via Nuevaq, Lafayette
1049ViaNueva.com

3362 Stage Coach Drive, Lafayette

3363StageCoachDrive.com

376 Castello Road, Lafayette
376CastelloRoad.com

BRYDONMN&IVES
Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves
925.285.8336

bi@brydonivesteam.com

brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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