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Contra Costa County looking for referees, officials and umpires

By Jon Kingdon

Who hasn’t sat in the stands
or in front of a television
watching a sporting event and
not shouted their disapproval
at a call made by an official
and said for all to hear: “I
could do a better job than that
guy (or gal)!” Well, now there
are ample opportunities for
anyone who would like to
back up their words.

There is a shortage of of-
ficials in all sports, according
to Dave Cutaia, a man who
wears many hats as the presi-
dent and CEO of Contra Costa
Athletic Assigners, an Arena
Football League official and
the officiating on-air analyst
for ESPN. “We are looking for
officials not only for football
but also for basketball, soccer,
baseball and softball. The
shortage of officials is not just
in Contra Costa, it’s in the Bay
Area, the state of California
and in fact the entire coun-
try,” says Cutaia. “With my
travels with ESPN and ABC
sports and working arena

football, I see that everyone is
facing the same dilemma -
there are not enough officials.
In fact, there are areas where
coaches have to officiate the
lower level games.”
Refereeing and umpiring
are jobs that require a thick
skin and personal motivation.
Down through history there
have been movies that have
celebrated almost every sport
and its participants. What did
the umpires get? A 1960
movie called “Kill the Umpire”
starring William Bendix.
Longtime official John
Morris, who works as a bailiff,
will be entering his ninth year
as a football official and has
also worked as a basketball
referee and baseball umpire.
When Morris’ athletic career
came to an end, he was look-
ing to stay involved in sports
in any way he could: “I started
out umpiring in baseball and
this led me to the group that
was working in football and
basketball and it grew that
way. I've come to love the ca-
maraderie, the exercise and
the relationships you build

that go past the field ... and it
gets me out of the house.”

For Cutaia, “The best part
about being an official, I think
that you will find with most
people it’s the sense of accom-
plishment, doing something
with the game along with the
camaraderie. The financial
aspect, these days may be
more important now for
many people than it was be-
fore, but it’s just a really great
avocation.”

There is a wide range of
physical demands for each
sport. There are no physical
conditioning requirements
though officiating does de-
mand that you must be in
reasonably good shape. “Bas-
ketball and soccer are the
most taxing physically with so
much running,” says Cutaia.
“You are running in football
but there are breaks between
plays.”

There is a constant evolu-
tion in each sport as the rules
continue to be fine-tuned and
updated which does take a
commitment by the officials,
says Morris: “It’s a constant

learning process to stay up on
the rules and unique game
situations.” There is an aver-
age of 3-5 meetings a season, a
clinic, and officiating scrim-
mages as part of the training.

Doing the job well as an
official does not happen
overnight. It’s a learned
process where you don’t get
thrown into the deep end of
the pool, says Cutaia: “In
every aspect of officiating, in
all of our sports, we have a
person that works directly
and coordinates and trains
the new officials. We don’t
throw a new official out there
without a veteran. In many
cases, these veterans act as
mentors for the new officials
because they’ve all been there
before.”

If fans are not going to be
allowed in the stadiums and
gymnasiums, it’s going to be a
unique situation this year for
the officials, though not nec-
essarily for the better, says
Cutaia: “Fan behavior has
been a deterrent for some of-
ficials but that is being ad-
dressed directly by the

schools, but most of the offi-
cials prefer to work in front of
the fans because that’s part of
the atmosphere.”

Morris accepts that he is
going to be yelled at by
coaches and parents: “You go
in there knowing it’s going to
happen. While I hear the
fans, I don’t hear the fans. I
hear the noise, but I don’t
necessarily hear the boos.”

Depending on the level of
the game ranging from youth
sports to the varsity games,
fees range from $45 to $81 per
game. A new official can av-
erage from $180 to $240 a
week. Any man or woman
who is interested in applying
to work any of these sports
must be at least 18 years old.
There is no deadline to apply
but the sooner people apply,
the more training they will
have prior to onset of the sea-
sons. If you want to apply or
have any questions, email
Dave Cutaia at
Cutaia@aol.com.

SMC athletics confronts coronavirus

... continued from Page C1

The Saint Mary’s athletic
department had been plan-
ning on reopening July 1 but
the new county guidelines
have delayed that opening. It
will be a week-to-week deci-
sion based on when student-
athletes will return to campus
for voluntary workouts.
There is a great deal of effort

being expended by the ad-
ministration to be able to hit
the ground running when the
student-athletes arrive on
campus, said Matoso: “Right
now, our main focus is seeing
our teams return when they
are allowed to and then begin
to phase them and our staff
back into school.”

With the cutback in fi-
nancial resources, each of the
WCC schools are looking to

save money wherever they
can. “If we can avoid getting
on a plane, we will, and then
travel by bus,” said Matoso.
There are no shortcuts
being taken to eliminate the
potential health hazards, said
Matoso: “We may or may not
continue to play in front of
people. Our full intention is
that we are going to be play-
ing this fall. We are going to
make it as safe an environ-

ment as possible for our
student-athletes, the visiting
teams, and our fans.”

If there is one positive
that Matoso takes away from
everything that has gone on so
far over the last four months,
it’s how everyone in the ath-
letic department has handled
the adversity: “It’s been so
impressive with what all of
our coaches and administra-
tors have done with our kids.

I was really impressed with
the maturity of all our
student-athletes. It was an
emotional time and they all
handled it really well and I'm
happy for the spring kids that
can come back. We have
missed all of our student-
athletes and we’re ready to get
it going.”
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Orindé’s Lowest Gas Pricés

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from

Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!

Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

Mexican Restaurant

Open 7 g,

g
Baja Cali | Veserve breahqut
TACUERLA & GRILL " (ope

Authentic Mexican $pecialties

Mixed Fajitas
Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11pm

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)

Orinda Village f-"mhquus

Tahing Ten dis e
in the

Frglish Manmer

Biaid ik

Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

Park Place‘@‘

TH ADVISORS, INC
A Registered Investment Advisor
® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Thank You Lamorinda
Community for your

Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed

We're open M-Th 11a - 9:00p Margaritas, Wine & Beer
everyday! Fri —Sat 11a - 9:30p Kids M
22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda Sundays 11a - 8:30p 1ds Menu

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987

The UPS Store s

Our location:
21 Orinda Way Ste C
Orinda, CA 94563

support!

Books,
Gifts & Music

v/ Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v’ Printing Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/2643

v“Notary Services
v~ Postal Services
v’ Business Services

276 Village Square,
Orinda

ORINDA  925-254-7606
BOOKS OPEN Mon-Sat 10-4

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

To advertise on

Shop Orinda
call 925.377.0977

ViCaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s



