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St. Mary's Gardens neighborhood fun run participants and cheerleaders Hayden Holloway, Lisa Weil, Dave Cunningham, Madison Kahn and Abby Cunningham.
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Neighbors gather in fellowship on the Fourth

heat, the energy level was high and children threw fire-
crackers to add to the musical ambiance.

Moraga residents Rob Schwartz and Tom Shephard
wanted to get their neighborhood out on the Fourth of
July as well, and thought a safely-spaced fun run/walk
would be perfect for their St. Mary’s Garden neighbor-
hood.

The nearly 50 participants, all residents of the
neighborhood, ranged in age from 1 to 98. “People were
given start times in one-minute increments and told to
arrive five minutes in advance of their start time to
avoid a big crowd gathering,” Shephard said. “The fun
run was free, but we gave neighbors the option to make
a donation to the ALS Association.”

Shephard’s wife, Angela Seitz, was diagnosed with

By Sophie Braccini and Jennifer Wake

With the cancellation of traditional Fourth of July festiv-
ities, Lamorinda neighbors found safe ways to recon-
nect while celebrating the birth of the nation. At one
gathering on Gloria Court in Moraga, children decorated
their bikes and scooters, parents took out loudspeakers,
chairs, tables and barbecues and the party started. Old
fashion games were organized such as a bike rally and
an egg relay, all executed either within the same family
or with proper social distancing.

Those who had been in neighborhoods for a long
time were delighted and amazed at the number of chil-
dren and new families who came out. In spite of the

LAgesrctNDA

Advertising

Letters to the Editor A9
How to contact us B4
Community Service B3
Classified C1
Shop Orinda (@)

Ben & Sue Olsen, Erin Kelly & Lori True
CA BRE 01409268

Visit us at www.TheOlsenTeam.com
And don’t hesitate to call: 925.381.2151

ALS (Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) in February and
currently experiences a slowness in speech and a weak-
ness in her hands, but is still quite healthy and able to
be mobile. St. Mary’s Gardens neighbors contributed
nearly $2,000 for the ALS Association. “The donations
we collected go to the ALS Association which provides
direct funding for ALS focused research studies to find a
cure,” Shephard said.

ALS is currently 100% fatal, and most people with
ALS die within 2 to 5 years of diagnosis.

Seitz has her Master of Public Policy (University of
Chicago) and is bringing attention to two bills that have
been introduced in the Senate and House:

... continued on Page A10
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Lafayette forms task force; needs community engagement to

address systemic racism in city

came apparent that in order for that to happen and to
engage the entire community, a whole lot of listening
was going to have to happen first, and that led the
newly-formed group to plan a first town hall meeting
at the end of the month.

The task force, as yet unnamed, held its virtual
meeting July 1 with over 50 members of the public in
attendance, many of whom offered practical advice
and opinion.

During the June 22 city council meeting, members
voted to form the task force with three council mem-
bers, making it subject to Brown Act rules. Vice Mayor
Susan Candell, along with Council Members Cam
Burks and Teresa Gerringer were appointed. At the
first task force meeting, members voted Candell as
chair and Burks as vice chair.

Candell was quick to point out that the task force
was certainly going to be a group effort. And as the
discussion over vision, objectives and strategies pro-
gressed it became clear that a main priority was to
have community-wide engagement.

Task force members agreed the best way to ac-

Screen shot from virtual meeting

The newly-formed task force held its first meeting July 1.
By Pippa Fisher

Unanimously supported by the Lafayette City Council,
three council members held their first task force meet-
ing to brainstorm vision, objectives and to identify
strategies to address equity in the city. It quickly be-
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complish that was by listening. To that end a town hall-
style meeting was proposed for the end of July, after
the public safety committee’s similar town hall meet-
ing on police practices. Notably, despite any overlap in
subject, the two committees are remaining distinct
from one another at this point - a two-pronged ap-
proach to examine both systemic problems within the
police, and systemic racism and inequality within the
community

Next steps include bringing in implicit bias train-
ing for the city council and including school board
members, eventually offering such training
community-wide, finding a facilitator to help run the
town hall meeting and trying to reach out to those af-
fected by systemic racism within the city to have them
either speak during the town hall meeting or send in
letters telling of their experiences, and not limiting it
to Lafayette residents but to include those in Moraga
and Orinda and those who visit or work in the city.

Gerringer noted that the meeting was a good first
start.

... continued on Page A9
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Planning commission approves Terraces, but saga far from over

Photo Pippa Fisher

The Lafayette planning commission voted to allow the develop-
ment of this 22-acre site on Deer Hill Road for 315 apartments.

By Pippa Fisher

With evident reluctance
voiced by several commis-
sioners, the planning com-
mission voted 5-2 to approve

the controversial 315-unit
Terraces apartment complex,
which is expected to be esca-
lated to the Lafayette City
Council on appeal during the
next 14-day period.

At the conclusion of a

seven-and-a-half hour meet-
ing June 30, Commissioners
Gary Huisingh, Karen Maggio,
Greg Mason, Anna Radonich
and Commission Chair
Kristina Sturm all said they
could not make the findings
to deny the project under the
Housing Accountability Act —
a legislative act which has
had the effect of stripping lo-
cal control - even though
they found the project not
compliant with Lafayette’s
general plan or hillside
ordinance.

Commissioner Stephen
LaBonge and Vice Chair
Farschad Farzan did not sup-
port the project, citing signifi-
cant impacts to health and
safety on the issues of traffic
and wildfire.

Plans for the 22-acre lot
on Deer Hill Road by the de-
veloper, O’Brien Homes, have
been riling residents in the
northeast end of the city since

2011 when the project was
first proposed. They object to
the increased traffic they say
will impact them as they
make their way through an
already heavily-traveled cor-
ridor and could put lives in
danger in the event of a fire
evacuation, such as the city
saw in October 2019.

The 2011 application was
suspended in 2014 in favor of
alternative plans for a scaled
back development of 44
single-family homes, and
amenities including a dog
park, playground, playing
fields and a car park. Local
preservationist group Save
Lafayette sued the city, re-
sulting in a referendum on
the future of the revised pro-
ject. With the defeat of Mea-
sure L in 2018, the developer
resumed the original applica-
tion for the 315-unit apart-
ment project under the
process agreement. The pro-

ject includes 20% of the units
offered as low-income hous-
ing and as such has protec-
tion under the HAA.

LaBonge said he was frus-
trated that residents rejected
the 44-home proposal. Several
of the 35 people who made
public comments also agreed on
that point. Opponents were
concerned about traffic impacts,
and in an area designated as a
High Fire Severity Zone, for po-
tential emergency evacuation
delays, as well as air quality,
and construction noise impacts.

Northeast Lafayette for Re-
duced Traffic Founder Kristen
Altbaum said she was con-
cerned about the questions the
commissioner had not asked -
such as about how crosswalks
full of elementary school chil-
dren could realistically be safe
while drivers were turning onto
Deer Hill Road.

.. continued on Page A8

Cost of Lafayette Police Department scrutinized at council meeting

Courtesy city of Lafayette
Vice Mayor Susan Candell

By Nick Marnell

With the city of Lafayette pro-
jecting a $1.5 million operating
loss in the next fiscal year, an
11% increase in year-over-year
spending for the city police de-
partment came under fire at the

June 22 City Council meetmg
Questions on the rise in police
expenditures came not only
from the public but also from
Vice Mayor Susan Candell.

“The optics on this are ter-
rible,” said Candell, who refused
to approve the city’s 2020-21
budget because of rising police
department costs.

Law enforcement expenses
will jump from $6.1 million to
$6.8 million in 2021, largely due
to the increase in the cost of
sworn officers. The city con-
tracts its police services on a
year-to-year basis with the Con-
tra Costa County Sheriff’s Office,
which in 2019 agreed to a four-
year, 5% annual wage increase
with the county for rank and file
members.

“I realize we’re not cheap. I
know that,” Lafayette Police

Chief Ben Aldritt said. “My job is
to manage the city’s money re-
sponsibly, and I take that very
seriously.”

Lafayette’s budget for law
enforcement includes salaries
for the chief, eight patrol offi-
cers, two parking control offi-
cers, two sergeants, two detec-
tives and one floater, whose
hours are filled mainly through
overtime. The city discontinued
its community services officer
position and those duties have
been absorbed by the chief and
the two sergeants.

Council Member Cam
Burks, head of global security
for Adobe, does not want to see
cutbacks in the police depart-
ment. “We had two home inva-
sions this year,” Burks said. “I
would not waver on the costs
we’re paying for public safety.”

Using conservative esti-
mates for revenue recovery, city
officials presented a grim 5-year
forecast with the general fund
reserve balance shrinking from
79% of expenditures to 28% in
2025, while costs for police ser-
vices were projected to rise
from $6.1 million to nearly $8
million over the same period.

“We owe it to our residents
to reallocate these funds to sup-
port our community better,”
said public speaker Tess Olsen.

The vice mayor agreed, in-
sisting that changes in policing
cannot occur quickly enough.
“The reasons we’ve been given
tonight that we can’t change it,
or we can’t do it, are frustrating
to me, because other cities are
doing it,” Candell said. The city
of Berkeley July 1 cut $9.2 mil-
lion from its police department

budget for 2021, and council
members hinted at even more
cuts to come. In June, Oakland
cut law enforcement funding by
$14.6 million for next fiscal
year.

With a national outcry for
speedy, thorough investigations
into police brutality and exces-
sive use of force, and for holding
officers accountable for their
actions, Mayor Mike Anderson
noted that an upcoming
Lafayette public safety town hall
should produce ideas on how to
improve policing, and that the
city public safety subcommittee
will provide direction to
officers.

“We haven’t even scratched
the surface on this,” said Can-
dell, who cast the only no vote
on the city’s 2020-21 fiscal year
budget.
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City works with PG&E to
keep lights on at resource
center during

power shutoffs

|

Photo Pippa Fisher

Lafayette is finalizing a contract that would keep the lights on
as a resource center at the Lafayette Community Center in the
case of a PSPS during the 2020 fire season.

By Pippa Fisher

The council voted unani-
mously to work in partnership
with Pacific Gas and Electric
Co. to provide a community
resource center for use by
residents in any upcoming
Public Safety Power Shutoff
events during this year’s fire
season, subject to further ne-
gotiation on the length of the
contract.

Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation Director Jonathan
Katayanagi presented his re-
port at the June 22 city council
meeting, explaining that dur-
ing the 2019 fire season PSPS
events, the city provided
power to the public at the Jen-
nifer Russell Building with a
rented generator that was
temporarily wired into the
building.

PG&E is now proposing
partnering with the city to
provide power to residents for
almost the whole Community
Center as part of its plans to
have several indoor CRC sites
in the county during PSPS
events. The draft contract be-
fore the council was worded
to run until 2030.

Katayanagi explained the
benefits to the city: the ability
to offer places for residents to
charge their devices or cool
off in air conditioning in the
case of an outage that might
run for several days again like
last year; the ability to keep

recreation programs running
including full-day care for
kindergarten to fifth-grade
students if a hybrid learning
schedule is implemented by
the schools in the fall; and an
income from PG&E’s daily li-
cense fee of $1,200 for days
when the CRC is activated.

All council members rec-
ognized the benefit to the
community, as did Lafayette
resident Michael Dawson who
joined the virtual meeting to
make a public comment. He
also sounded a warning note
about signing any contract
that runs for 10 years with
PG&E, without at least an an-
nual review.

Prompted by this caution,
the council asked PG&E rep-
resentatives during the meet-
ing if there would be room for
negotiation on the length of
the commitment with a utility
company that, said Council
Member Cam Burks, doesn’t
demonstrate integrity. With
indication from PG&E’s public
affairs representative Tom
Guarino that there would be,
and mindful of the need to
move expediently to get things
in place in time for fire sea-
son, the council authorized
the city manager to move
ahead, reducing the term of
the contract to five years, for
review at that point to decide
if a further five-year contract
should be continued and with
an annual review of the
project.
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790 Los Palos Manor, Lafayette
61M sqft | 5Br| 4 Ba| 2 HBa | 1.24 Ac

Stunning estate home in Lafayette near s
the trail & downtown. Private & special!

605 Chives Way Walnut Creek
2245 sqgft | 4 Br | 2.5 Ba

Delightful newer construction by Pulte,
close to downtown & commute routes.

www.605ChivesWay.com

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETEE

City Council

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Wednesday, July 20, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Don Tatzin
Community Hall

Design Review

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m. Lafayette
Library & Learning Center. 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Arts & Science Discovery
Room

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
TBA

AUHSD Board Room

1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Laf.
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
TBA

Regular Board Meeting
Stanley M.S. Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us
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110 La Quinta Street, Moraga
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28 Indian Wells Street, Moraga
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Club home on the 6th fairway.
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SUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUM

The company'’s vision of concierge service aligns
with my own commitment to provide top quality
representation for buyers and sellers throughout the
East Bay. My experience in luxury home sales will
provide you with the agent advantage you deserve.
| look forward to when you can stop by my new office
at 999 Oak Hill Rd., Suite 100 in Lafayette and say hello!

Expert knowledge...Exceptional Service

Jimy Colhoun

Wednesday, July 8, 2020

EXCITING NEWS... 'VE MOVED!

I am pleased to announce
my association with
Dudum Real Estate Group.

Town allows greater signage variety for business owners

regulations for new commer-
cial signage that includes wall
signs, monument signs and
portable signs.

The town’s Senior Plan-
ner Steve Kowalski made a
presentation during the June
10 council meeting citing a
goal to “address a common
perception in the business

By Vera Kochan

Moraga has simplified and
streamlined the approval
process for certain types of
signs and allowed for a new
master approval process to
include greater variation
from current standards and

Moraga School District Governing
Board Elections & Orientation for
interested candidates

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 5:00 PM via video
conference. See MSD Website for Board
qualifications and video conference link
https://msd-ca.schoolloop.com/
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
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new patients.

Our office delivers
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and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

community that the Moraga
Municipal Code contained
numerous burdensome pro-
visions regulating the open-
ing of a new business in the
town that were acting as a
deterrent to businesses that
may have otherwise chosen to
locate in Moraga.” Current
business and property own-
ers have had to deal with in-
flexible and rigorous require-
ments in order to install even
small signs to identify their
establishments.

Stakeholder input was
sought from property owners
of both the Moraga Shopping
Center and Rheem Valley
Shopping Center, as well as
Moraga’s Chamber of Com-
merce. Dave Bruzzone, of the
Bruzzone family’s Moraga
Center, did not submit any in-
put regarding the proposed
amendments prior to the
town council meeting.

Jay Kerner of U.S. Realty
Partners, Inc., the primary
owner of Rheem Valley Shop-
ping Center, had already sub-
mitted an application for a
new Master Sign Program in
November. Upon hearing that
amendments to the sign code

were in the works, Kerner
voiced his support and opted

to wait before proceeding

with its application regarding

new signage in the hopes that
much of what it had proposed

would be accepted.

“We believe that the
added flexibility and ease in

permitting to be key to a more

contemporary ordinance and

less cumbersome process,”

stated the chamber’s Execu-
tive Director Kathe Nelson,

while pointing out the time-

consuming approval process
for even the simplest of signs.
“Further, the reduction of
fees, lessening the expense

burden will be a very wel-
come change, particularly to
our small businesses that are
the backbone of our business
community.”

The town council voted
unanimously to amend sev-
eral sections of Chapter 8.88
“Signs” of the MMC with di-
rection for staff to revisit the
town’s Design Guidelines per-
taining to signs in order to
confirm that none of the ap-
proved amendments require
any amendments to those
guidelines. During the June 24
town council meeting, a small
number of final revisions to
amendments was made and
passed with a vote of 4-0, with
Council Member Steve
Woehleke abstaining. The
council will conduct a second
reading of the revised ordi-
nance and consider adoption
at its July 8 meeting.

Campo Parents Club on Diversity &
Inclusion helmed by one of Moraga’s
newest residents

By Vera Kochan

Hoping to replicate Oregon’s
physical dynamics, but with
a touch more sunshine, El-
lide Smith and her family

moved to Moraga six months

ago, focusing on its educa-
tional reputation, hills and
parks.

Little did Smith realize
that in early May she would
become chair of the Campo
Parents Club on Diversity

and Inclusion, an idea devel-

oped by approximately 25
parents during a fall Parents
Club meeting. “Even coming
from Oregon, where the
black community is very
small, I could feel how diffi-
cult it must be for the 0.65%
of black students at Cam-

polindo,” Smith stated. “I also
felt it was a good opportunity

to meet people in my new
community while doing

Bay Area
\(/) Greenscapes, Inc.

K synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping
_——-—'_'_'___-

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

« New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial » Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445

something that was good and
impactful for parents and
students.”

The need for a diversity
and inclusion club arose due
to issues both on and off
campus. Victimized families
felt concerns over the han-
dling of those situations es-
pecially within the commu-
nities of color. “There is
proven research that shows
that if students do not feel
included or that they belong
or have the effects of tons of
micro-aggressions filling up
their head space, they don’t
do well in school,” Smith
said. “The Campo academic
testing data supports this.”

Smith says she and her
children, ages 6, 8 and 15,
have not experienced any
forms of racism in the com-
munity or the schools. “I
have two elementary school-
aged children, and they have
not spoken to me of any is-
sues, and I try to ask them in
a roundabout way, as to pro-
tect their innocent views on
life.” Although, classmates
have wanted to touch and
feel their hair “because it’s so
different.” Smith has noticed
the effects of a lack of in-
struction regarding their
black culture and wishes it
went beyond learning about
Martin Luther King Jr. and
Frederick Douglass during
Black History Month. “My
oldest, a rising sophomore at
Campo, hasn’t experienced
racism either that I know of,
but his transition to Campo
has been rocky and not as
inviting as his former high
school in Oregon,” she
added. “He struggled with
feeling the sense of belong-
ing and inclusion, especially
on the lacrosse team. His
words were, ‘Everyone
knows each other. No one
knows me. I'm just trying to
survive.”

Smith heads a core com-
mittee of six people at CPCDI
with an ever-increasing
group of 150 and counting,
which includes parents, for-
mer students, faculty, district
and community members
seeking to provide a safe and
comprehensive educational
experience. While current
students are not part of the
committee, they will reap the

Ellide Smith Photo provided

benefits of its existence.

CPCDI’s vision is to
“work towards an inclusive
academic, athletic and social
environment where every
member of our community is
valued and feels an equal
sense of belonging.” Re-
sponse from the community
both before and after recent
events has been largely posi-
tive including support from
teachers of all four Acalanes
Union High School District
campuses.

Encouraged by the affir-
mative steps toward change,
Smith stated, “To see a pre-
dominantly white commu-
nity say ‘we could/should do
better’ for the black commu-
nity and other communities
of color is something that
most don’t expect. Of course,
there are those that are say-
ing this talk of diversity and
inclusion is just a fad and
will pass. That there’s noth-
ing wrong in our area and
racism doesn’t exist. That
racial slurs, epithets, com-
plicit biases and stereotypes
are just 'kids being kids' or
'teenagers making mistakes,'
but we have seen publicly, on
a local and national scale, the
harmful and dangerous ef-
fects of that sort of rhetoric
and thinking.”

Smith, who works for an
event management firm, de-
veloped the CPCDI website
(www.DNIcampo.com) in her
spare time.

... continued on Page A10
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wave of local businesses weather COVID-19 closure storm

Latest

Loard's Ice Cream shop

By Vera Kochan

Countless businesses across the
United States have had to suffer
the moniker of “non-essential”
during the coronavirus out-
break. As such, they are among
the last to reopen their doors
and the longest to have wor-
ried when their turn would fi-
nally come.

Due to the new upturn in
COVID-19 infections, Gov.
Gavin Newsom ordered
restaurants, wineries, family
entertainment centers, movie
theatres, museums, zoos and
cardrooms to halt indoor oper-
ations for at least three weeks
as of July 1. He also ordered
full closure of all bars and
breweries including both in-
door and outdoor operations in
the hopes that such gathering
spots would not contribute to
the growing number of positive
cases.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

| —

925-377-0977

Glam Palace

Among the Moraga busi-
nesses happy to be open again
is Across The Way, a gift and
home goods store located in the
Moraga Shopping Center. Mer-
chandise Manager Susan Mar-
coni found ways to provide
items to customers during the
closure by setting up endcaps
stocked with merchandise in
the hardware store across the
road in addition to offering
curbside service. She also dis-
played her wares on Instagram
and Constant Contact. Proud to
have a good relationship with
her suppliers, Marconi was
able to always have a supply of
necessary items that were sold
out elsewhere.

Marconi typically restocks
the store in January and Feb-
ruary, so she was lucky to have
a bounty of merchandise be-
fore the closure. Her most pop-
ular sellers were candles, dish
towels and lots of soap. “We

lost business during the clo-
sure, but what’s really nice is
that people have been so happy
to come in and shop,” said
Marconi. “People are coming in
to walk around, to get the so-
cial exposure that isn’t part of
their immediate family. The
first thing they do when they
come in is take a deep breath.”
Loard’s Ice Cream opened
recently much to the delight of
the young and young at heart.
Staff member Tom Higgins
replied, “People were super
happy to be getting ice cream —
especially the kids who used to
come in here after school.” Ac-
cording to Higgins, business
was booming from the minute
the doors were allowed to
open. A big disappointment for
Loard’s was the canceling of
the Summer Concert Series,
which is an additional revenue
source for the shop. “I've been
coming here since I was a kid,”

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Dover Saddlery

stated Higgins, “and there’s a
bond in coming to work for a
local business.”

Rheem Shopping Center’s
Glam Palace, a hair salon, typi-
cally operates by appointment
only. Owner Rania Atout is
currently booked three months
in advance. “Recently I have
gotten a lot of walk-ins. People
are out walking their dogs, see
that 'm open and ask if they
could get a hair cut.” Besides
hair cuts, the most popular re-
quest is a root touch-up.

Atout says that business
has come back better than ever
since the closure was lifted.
She has even received new
clients coming in from
Alameda County where hair
salons weren’t allowed to open
yet. Priding herself on follow-
ing the latest safety guidelines,
Atout now has some new cus-
tomers who weren’t happy
with their regular salon’s lack
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of social distancing procedures.

Also in Rheem, Dover Sad-
dlery, a horse tack and supply
store, was initially required to
close in mid-March, but re-
opened 10 days later for lim-
ited purposes, because they
were the only local business
that provided first aid prod-
ucts, liniments and supplement
supplies for horses.

Store Manager Christie
Casazza, whose first day on the
job was Feb. 1, explained that
services opened up gradually,
and on “April 15 we were open
by appointment only and al-
lowed 1-2 people in the store
per hour. On June 1 we were
open to the public.” During the
closure, customers came from
as far away as San Jose and
Sacramento to get horse
supplies.

Landslide remediation plan started between town and EBMUD

Following three years of ne-
gotiations, the town of Moraga
and the East Bay Municipal
Utility District reached an
agreement to work together to
construct a retaining wall to
mitigate (and hopefully pre-
vent) future landslide damage
in the area near the Canyon
Road bridge, Moraga Creek
and Augusta Drive.

Like many areas of Contra
Costa County this area is sub-

ject to natural landslides due
to its geologic makeup. Land-
slides occurred in 2016 and
2017 on and adjacent to
EBMUD watershed land, dam-
aging several homes on Au-
gusta Drive and the original
bridge.

Under the agreement,
EBMUD will explore the feasi-
bility and cost of constructing
a retaining wall spanning the
area of the recent slides, de-

signed to support the hillside
below Augusta Drive and pro-
tect the integrity of the new
bridge. The town of Moraga
and EBMUD would assume co-
responsibility for the com-
pleted retaining wall.

EBMUD adopted the set-
tlement agreement on June 30
and the town will consider
approval of the agreement at
its regularly scheduled July 8
council meeting. --J. Wake

Town Council

=3 Rheem Blvd.

Wednesday, July 8, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335

Planning Commission: Monday, July 20, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Park and Recreation Commission: Tuesday, July 21 7 p.m., Council
Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Wednesday, July 21, 6 p.m.

www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

One of Orinda’s most unique properties on 3.7+ acres in a serene setting with distant views of Mt. Tamalpais and the Bay. This 4 Bedroom and 3 Bath gated custom
home on a cul-de-sac is impeccably maintained by the original owners. Fitted with prized eastern hardwoods including Cherry, Butternut, Red Oak and Poplar.
Additional living spaces include a den/music room, rec/entertainment room, garden room with wet bar and a master suite with a private study with handcrafted
built-ins. Ideal for indoor/outdoor entertaining. Expansive decks that lead to a canopied Oak grove, separate office/playhouse, natural wildlife and colorful gardens.
Top rated schools and close to downtown Orinda, BART and Hwy 24. A truly remarkable property.
Please contact Sherrie at 925.766.3030 for a private showing.

‘When Experience Counts and Results Matter

SHERRIE B. PERLSTEIN

Realtor®
925.766.3030
Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
OrindaHome.com
DRE #: 00925213

Follow me @

T

The Summer Real Estate Market is Now in Full Swing
For more information or a FREE confidential Market Analysis and Opinion

of Value of your home, call Sherrie at 925.766.3030

We have proven strategies for selling your home

Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

for the highest price possible.

COMPASS

51 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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ELUXURY

Call April for Market Information & a
No Obligation Estimate of Value

April Matthews

925.200.0773

aprilmat@comcast.net
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Call Tony at (925) 497-3741

Brush Clearance per Fire Requlations
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Orinda soft-pedals private roads, eyes

sales tax
By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda city council members
seemed to unanimously sup-
port a staff proposal to put a
1% sales tax measure on the
November ballot. The tax,
which would last for 20 years,
would be a general tax, giving
the council discretion on how
to appropriate the funds. The
council had received a barrage
of communications from resi-
dents of private roads, how-
ever, who oppose any sales tax
that does not provide for the
maintenance of private roads.
Of the 58 written comments
received on the proposed sales
tax, 57 strongly opposed the
tax, suggesting instead a five-
year parcel tax of $150 per
parcel to address fire safety is-
sues. Nick Warranoff wrote to
support the 1% sales tax, but
objected to the proposed
emergency operations center
and the addition of an em-
ployee to coordinate emer-
gency response.

Steve Cohn, who has long
been a proponent of the pri-
vate roads residents, submitted
lengthy written comments.
His first point was acted upon
by the council, on the motion

5o T

summer

e Fire pits & patio heaters
¢ Pool heaters & hot tubs
e Natural gas barbecues

CA Lic
929641

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
j_l | Re3|dent|al Commercial ® Industrial

Professional Installation of:
* Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

All technicians are following proper

CDC PPE guidelines.

¢ Cleaning hands with soap often
for at least 20 seconds.

¢ Using alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

 Keeping recommended
6 feet from people.

e Wearing masks, gloves, and
booties.

e Touch free billing and payment

§ processing.

specials...

e Outdoor kitchens
. * New gas lines for
cooktops and dryers

We’re poly-pipe certified (better than iron) !
Approved vendors of PG&E

(925) 377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
e

Lic.#C10-631523
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e
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James Burki
Sole Proprietor

$25 off |

Any plumbing job* 1

LeapFrog Loot :
$100 off

Gas line installation over $600*
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| LeapFrog Loot 1
$100 off

Tankless water heater

1
|
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*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/20
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green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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of Vice Mayor Amy Worth. In
response to his comments, the
council amended the minutes
from the last two meetings to
include reference to written
comments submitted, and a
link to those public written
comments. A link to public
comments will also be in-
cluded in future minutes.
Written comments are main-
tained by the city clerk as part
of the public record.

Cohn has continually
made the point that it is not
equitable that some 20% of
Orinda residents pay all the
same taxes as other residents,
but are excluded from the
street repair and maintenance
by the city because their
streets are deemed private.
Private roads residents con-
tinue to point out that their
streets resemble many other
residential streets in Orinda
that are included in the public
street maintenance program.

In a nod to both the resi-
dents of private roads and
those concerned about high
fire danger, the council sup-
ported the staff recommenda-
tion that the tax be devoted to
fire mitigation for the first five
years, and that the effort
would not exclude private road
residents. It was also sug-
gested that, as the new tax will
provide discretionary funds,
the possibility that the city
might do something in regards
to private roads continues to
exist, although there is no spe-
cific proposal under consider-
ation at the present time. Ad-
dressing the issue of private
roads, Mayor Darlene Gee said,
“On a personal level I have
continued to be supportive to
listening to the private road is-
sues. This has still has not re-
sulted in any actionable item
that has resolved, but,” she
said, “a number of us are con-

tinuing to look at what might
be possible in that arena.”

Gee also addressed the
possibility of a parcel tax in-
stead of a sales tax. “Parcel
taxes have,” she noted, “histor-
ically polled very poorly in
Orinda and have taken an in-
credible downward turn in
California.” She pointed out
that in the recent March elec-
tions across the state, 27 non-
school parcel taxes were on
the ballot, but only six passed.
Further, she said, of the 21 that
failed, eight were for fire
districts.

Also on the June 30 agenda
was a staff report regarding
recommendations from the
Firewise Council, currently
chaired by Melanie Light.
MOFD Fire Chief Dave Win-
nacker attended the Zoom
meeting to talk about fire
safety and the city’s proposed
plans. The first priority of the
city is to establish a new
Emergency Planning and
Wildfire Fuel Reduction Pro-
gram and hire a full-time staff
person to work with the Over-
sight Committee to develop
and implement a fire fuel re-
duction program on city prop-
erty and the public right of
way. This administrator would
also be charged with designing
and coordinating community
outreach programs for a vari-
ety of city-wide emergency re-
sponse and crime preven-
tion/neighborhood watch
plans, and working with inter-
agency teams to coordinate,
document, and implement re-
sponse planning to natural and
man-made disasters in the city.
The administration would also
maintain and upgrade train-
ing, equipment, and proce-
dures for the City Emergency
Operations Center and other
duties to assist in emergency
planning and implementation.

1% general

The sales tax would also
provide funding for an aggres-
sive initial fire fuel reduction
program to bring city owned
property into compliance with
current and new MOFD fire
code, initiate long-term land-
scape maintenance and tree
service contracts to maintain
all vegetation on city-owned
properties and within the pub-
lic road right of way to MOFD
fire code requirements and
develop educational handouts
for the residents to prepare for
future natural disasters.

Although the proposed
sales tax is also needed to
maintain residential roads,
which have been renovated
under the previous sales tax
measure, set to expire next
year, the council considered
that the use of the new sales
tax revenue for road mainte-
nance can be deferred for at
least five to 10 years. This
would allow the tax to be used
for the pressing issues of fire
prevention and repairing high
priority public storm drains
and culverts. In addition, the
city could use some $90,000 to
hire an emergency response
administrator. Warranoff, in
his comments, suggested that
the drains alone could con-
sume all of the revenue raised
by the sales tax.

City Manager Steve Sa-
lomon told the council that
staff will work with FM3 to do
tracking polling and will pre-
sent the results to the council
on July 21. He suggested that
the council at that meeting fi-
nalize the concept and decide
whether they want to move
forward. If so, on July 28 staff
can present the various mater-
ial in final form. The council
deadline for approval of a
measure for the November
ballot is Aug. 4.

Senior planner Mayank Patel moves on

By Sora O'Doherty

Mayor Darlene Gee announced
at the June 16 city council
meeting that Orinda is losing
senior planner Mayank Patel,
who has been the lead planner
on the downtown precise plan.
“We are really going to miss
him,” Gee said. “He has gotten
a lot of good reviews and has
fans here in Orinda.” The
mayor publicly thanked him
and wished him all the best,
recalling that among his other
talents, he helped the city set
up Zoom as the pandemic
forced all meetings to suddenly
become virtual. “We will al-
ways have a warm spot for you
and look forward to hearing
great things about you in the
future,” Gee told Patel.

While Patel said Orinda
will always have a special
place in his heart, when an op-
portunity to work closer to
home arose, Patel said that
COVID being around made his
choice clear. He and his wife,
an attorney, live in Fremont
with their two little boys. Pa-
tel’s new job, although a step
down, working for the city of
Newark, is just two miles from
his home. Patel will start in
Newark as an associate plan-
ner.

Patel said he was giving
his all to the Orinda downtown
precise plan, but wasn’t being
good about fulfilling his re-
sponsibilities as a father and
husband. “It is only right,” he
says, “that I step away and al-
low the right amount of re-
sources to be devoted to the
community and the organiza-
tion.” The downtown precise
plan will continue, although it

has not yet been determined
who will lead the project in
Patel’s absence.

Patel started with Orinda
at the end of August, 2015. His
last day was June 23. Patel
brought to the job experience
in the private sector that made
him invaluable to Orinda. He
used his knowledge of GIS (ge-
ographic information systems)
to help the public works de-
partment, wore different hats
and helped different depart-
ments, including helping with
the new website, and the tran-
sition between the old and the
new. “I've learned a lot,” Patel
said, “and because it is a small
agency, [ was able to.”

Patel was honored with a
proclamation read by the
planning commission chair
Brandyn Iverson at the joint
meeting of the planning com-
mission and the downtown de-
velopment subcommittee on
June 23. He was recognized for
his four years and nine months
as an employee, starting as an
assistant planner and leaving
as a senior planner. He was
said to be so tech savvy that his
coworkers preferred his help
to that of the IT department.
Other attributes that garnered
praise were being a great lis-
tener with a great sense of hu-
mor who grew spectacularly as
a professional, willing even to
argue with the city manager.
The proclamation concluded
that Patel epitomizes the Latin
motto, ductus exemplo (lead by
example).

Patel was surprised to find
his young sons as guests of the
Zoom meeting. He was de-
lighted with the proclamation,
noting that the “very kind
words were almost as if I

Mayank Patel

Photo provided

wrote them myself and paid
somebody to read them.”
Downtown subcommittee
members Inga Miller and Nick
Kosla joined in the praise of
Patel. Miller said, “You
brought us so much, and I am
very, very grateful. You helped
pave the way for downtown
development,” she said. Kosla
told Patel that he was person-
ally disappointed he is leaving.
“Getting an assignment like the
precise plan is a massive task
and you were doing the bulk of
the work,” Kosla told him, “and
I have been so impressed at
how far you have gotten us. I
can’t thank you enough for
your work. The graphics have
been extremely helpful for us
to see this stuff. I'm so excited
about your future. Your ability
during the COVID crisis to keep
everybody connected through
Zoom, to keep government
functioning, I don’t know what
we would have done without
you.” Kosla concluded that
Orinda would keep an open
internship for Patel’s children
whenever they are ready.
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Del Rey teacher of the year up for county award

Del Rey fourth-grade teacher
Katie Sahm

By Sora O'Doherty

For the first time ever, according
to Orinda Union School District

Superintendent Carolyn Seaton,
an Orinda teacher has been se-
lected to compete for the Contra
Costa County Teacher of the Year
award and a chance to compete
at the state level. Katie Sahm is
a fourth-grade teacher at Del
Rey Elementary School, and an
Orinda Teacher of the Year.

As principal of Del Rey Ele-
mentary School, Kirsten Theurer
says she has worked with many
amazingly talented educators,
and Sahm rises to the top. “Her
passion for students, dedication
to best practices, and her vision
for building strong learning
communities for students and
colleagues have touched the
lives of hundreds of individuals
over her nine years in Orinda,”
according to Theurer.

Nominating Sahm, Theurer

said, “From the moment Katie
began teaching it was clear that
she connected with students,
families, and colleagues in a
very special way. It wasn’t an
easy beginning. Stepping into
her fourth-grade classroom to
meet students three days after
the school year started amidst
angry letters from parents and
unsettled students was chal-
lenging, to say the least. Katie
handled it with poise and grace
and quickly won over the com-
munity with her warmth and
well thought out communica-
tions. From the gifted student
who fell in love with Genius
Hour to the struggling student
who benefited from her care-
fully designed curriculum and
personal support, to the diver-
gent student who grabbed on to

the variety of products allowed
to demonstrate mastery of stan-
dards, she is loved. She has a
masterful way of knowing what
students need and just how to
give it to them.”

Theurer went on to recount
the story of a young man, a for-
mer student of Sahm’s, who
while at Del Rey was removed
from home and placed in foster
care. “It was an abrupt and sad
departure,” Theurer said. On a
recent visit, the student let
Theurer know that Sahm was
his favorite teacher of all time.
“She made him feel loved and
safe and he would never forget
her. If you were to talk to stu-
dents who have had the privi-
lege of being in Katie’s class you
would hear many such declara-
tions. She builds a caring com-

munity one person at a time.”

Sahm was called upon by
OUSD to lead a district-wide
grade level planning group. She
planned professional develop-
ment and worked alongside
other fourth-grade teachers to
ensure an aligned quality cur-
riculum for students across the
district. This strong professional
learning community continues
to shine.

In recommending Sahm for
Teacher of the Year, Theurer
concluded, “Katie embraces life.
She listens fully. She thinks pos-
itively. She responds thought-
fully. When you are with her
you have all of her attention,
and it makes you feel valued.
That is a gift she gives from her
heart. “

Orinda is open for busmess cautiously

By Sora O'Doherty

Gradually, businesses in Orinda
are reopening, but not in a
rush. Owners are happy to
welcome customers back, but
only in ways that are safe for
customers and for owners and
their employees. Government
services are also slowly reopen-
ing. Parks and Rec ran its first
camps for small groups, and a
few community youth sports
groups have been given autho-
rization to use city and school
district fields. The library,
which has been offering online
services, is now open for book
pickups and drop-offs.

Theatre Square isn’t exactly
bustling, but it isn’t completely
deserted either. On a recent af-
ternoon, people were enjoying
eating outdoors or having cof-
fee. Many of the restaurants in
the Theatre District offer some
sort of outdoor dining. The
Fourth Bore has a large outdoor
patio with heaters, and there is
seating by other restaurants, in-
cluding Shelby’s and Saffron.

Some shops are open, such
as Sanvitalia Home and Garden.
Others have reopened with lim-
ited hours, such as Orinda
Travel, which is open from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sweet Dreams Toy

I
ORINDA

City Council
Tuesday, July 21, 7:15 p.m. Regular Meeting
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Store is open, requiring face
coverings for all customers.
Others, such as Anytime Fitness
and Bamboo Spa remain closed.
Anytime Fitness will be one of
the last businesses that will be
able to open, according to gen-
eral manager Jami Edgell, but it
has been offering the entire
community, not just to mem-
bers, numerous free virtual
classes each day and are plan-
ning to organize some outdoor
classes.

For other businesses, the
COVID-19 pandemic has
brought a surprising increase in
business. Square Baby founder
Katie Thomson said their online,
direct-to-consumer business has
skyrocketed as parents look for
healthy, fresh, convenient op-
tions that save them time in the
kitchen and save them a trip to
the grocery store. Square Baby
meals are delivered frozen with
dry ice in an eco-friendly ship-
ping box with compostable in-
sulation. “Recently, we have
started meeting parents at our
Theatre Square store to pick up
the meals if that’s more conve-
nient for them. However, we
imagine we’ll be switching back
to no-contact doorstep delivery
with the new spike in cases.”

Derek Zemrak, owner of
the Orinda Theatre, Cine Cuvee,

Orinda Public Meetings

and Repubhc of Cake, has been
organizing some entertainment
under the theatre marquee on

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Cine Cuvee has moved all the
interior tables and chairs to un-
derneath the marquee and
arranged them to enable social
distancing. They encourage the
wearing of masks and welcome
food from other restaurants as
long as customers purchase
drinks from Cine Cuvee. On
Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. there is
an open mic for singers from
the Bay Area.

Zemrak says that Republic
of Cake is doing really well, ex-
panding the wholesale side and
selling to Diablo Foods, as well
as doing more deliveries and
expanding offerings. The the-

atre, he added, is ready to go,
but the studios are not distrib-
uting any films until July 24.
Sutter Health Orinda Ur-
gent Care has been open since
June 8 and Orinda Optometry
Group reopened on May 4. Dur-
ing the time that the office was
closed, according to optometrist
Kristine Eng, their team spent
the time reviewing new guide-
lines, implementing procedures,
and acquiring protective equip-
ment. “We installed Plexiglass
guards throughout the office,
don PPE including face shields,
and have a sanitizing process
for all surfaces and eyewear to
keep our patients and employ-
ees safe.” The parking lot has
become the waiting area, and
temperature checks are re-

quired before entering the
building. The schedule has been
rearranged in order to ensure
social distancing.

Also on the Village Side,
Orinda Books is slowly trying to
make its way back to some sem-
blance of normalcy, continuing
with virtual author events. Al-
though the store cannot yet host
book club meetings, it is open
for customers to come in and
browse the shelves.

Mash Gas, which has re-
mained open as an essential
service, initially experienced a
70% drop in business. Owner
Mo Mashhoon dropped prices to
help the community, and busi-
ness recovered to about 85% of
pre-pandemic levels.

... continued on Page A8
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By Teleconference Only Thursday, July 16, 5:00 p.m.

By Teleconference Only

Hours of operation during
the shelter in place
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

Or calf for an appointment.

WARDROBE BOXES,
LOCKS, FURNITURE
COVERS & OTHER
PACKING SUPPLIES

435 Moraga Rd. 5le. F
(925) 643-2026

www. SAspace.com
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Municipal fire prevention committee holds inaugural meeting

By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District com-
bined forces with the city of Orinda and
the town of Moraga and formed a joint
fire prevention subcommittee, tasked
with bringing forward innovative ways to
reduce wildfire risk on the 14,000 district
parcels. The group met for the first time

on June 22.

The subcommittee came about after
a concerted effort by mostly Orinda resi-
dents, who pressured the city and the fire
district to devote more resources to fire
prevention measures. District residents
complained about an insufficient amount
of money spent on fire prevention, and
challenged the three agencies to put to-
gether a funding plan to solve the

problem.

Among ideas proffered at the meet-
ing was the formation of a joint powers
authority, comprising the district and the
two municipalities, to create and admin-
ister a funding mechanism, possibly
through a parcel tax, as MOFD Chief Dave
Winnacker noted that a heightened fire
prevention program will require a major
multiyear, multijurisdictional effort.

But before anything official could be
considered, Vice Chair and Moraga Mayor
Kimberleigh Korpus reminded the mem-
bers that the subcommittee needed to
come up with a charter, outlining what
the subcommittee can and cannot do.

Future discussion items include hav-
ing Orinda provide for an aggressive fuels
reduction program on city owned prop-

sales tax measure on the November bal-
lot. The subcommittee will also review
what more the fire district and the mu-
nicipalities can do to improve fuels miti-
gation efforts, such as a stronger effort on
community education.

“This was an important first step,”
said Darlene Gee, mayor of Orinda, who
was appointed subcommittee chair. “This
is the first time the three public entities
have met together, and it provided a fo-
rum to talk directly with one another and
for the public to participate.”

In addition to the two mayors, the
subcommittee includes the three MOFD
directors from Orinda and one council
member from each municipality. The
group expects to hold its next meeting
before the end of the summer.

erty as a part of its potential 1% add-on

Fire District Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda
Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday,

July 15, 7 p.m.

Go to the website for
meeting location,
times and agendas. Visit www.mofd.org

ConFire

Board of Directors
Tuesday, July 14, 1:00
Board Chamber Room 10
Administration Building
651 Pine St., Martinez.
For meeting times and agendas, visit
www.cccfpd.org
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State throws last-minute lifeline to Lamorinda school districts

By Nick Marnell

All four Lamorinda school dis-
tricts enter into the next school
year facing financial uncer-
tainty, but thanks to a late June
compromise by state lawmak-
ers the situation may not be as
perilous as it once seemed.

Because of the coronavirus
pandemic, California faced a
massive revenue shortfall as
the state was thrown into a re-
cession, and Gov. Gavin New-
som had proposed cutting K-12
funding by $6.4 billion for
2021. The state also proposed
to delay $5.9 billion in funding,
pushing back payments to
schools until next year.

“In all the years I've been
teaching, I feel a desperation
I’'ve never felt before,” Charles
Shannon, president of the
Orinda Educators Association,
told the Orinda Union School
District board of trustees, as
beleaguered school districts
slashed expenditures as they
prepared budgets for the com-
ing school year.

But at the last minute, after
school district budgets had
been approved based on re-
duced state funding, Newsom
and the legislature worked out
a deal that rescinded the pro-
posed K-12 cuts. “The state
budget will not be quite as bad,
with minimal reductions from
the 2019-20 budget,” John Nick-

erson, superintendent of the
Acalanes Union High School
District, said.

Instead of a 10% cut in
state funding — the No.1 rev-
enue source for most California
school districts — the state will
reinstate that revenue. But
gone is the 2.31% cost of living
adjustment for the next fiscal
year.

“It's not the best news, but
it is much better than it could
have been and very manage-
able,” Richard Whitmore, su-
perintendent of the Lafayette
School District, said.

There is a catch. Though
the governor eliminated the
cuts, he is deferring state pay-
ments to the schools until 2021-

22, which could present a cash
flow problem for school dis-
tricts. If the federal govern-
ment provides the state more
stimulus dollars, some of those
late payments may go away.
“But they are significant,”
Whitmore said.

Cash flow does not appear
to be a major concern for Lam-
orinda school districts. “On the
one hand, any deferral is prob-
lematic as it decreases the abil-
ity to address emergencies,”
Bruce Burns, superintendent of
the Moraga School District,
said. “On the other hand, the
MSD is prepared for the pro-
posed June to July deferral. In
brief, we do have the cash for
payments.”

Even with the increased
funding from the state for 2020-
21, school districts face a
choppy road ahead. “Clearly,
we have a structural deficit and
significant fiscal challenges,”
Nickerson said, and based on
their budget presentations, the
same conditions exist in both
the Moraga and Orinda Union
school districts.

The Lafayette School Dis-
trict looks to be in positive op-
erational shape, thanks in large
part to revenue from local par-
cel taxes. Whitmore said that
the $800,000 district deficit
projected for next year will be
eliminated by the increased
state funding.

Planning commission approves Terraces, but saga far from over

... continued from Page A2

The commission heard from
many people in favor of the pro-
ject’s potential to address the
need for housing, and encourage
diversity, notably many young
people calling on the city to
“seize the opportunity to push
Lafayette forward,” and decrying
what one called the “growing ex-
clusionary attitudes in
Lafayette.”

The commission also re-
quired several conditions, in-
cluding working with the Design
Review Commission to look at a
change in placement of several
of the buildings to make the vi-
suals less imposing and for the
shuttle bus service to BART to be
expanded to include downtown.
“If it’s going forward we need to
make it the best project ever,”
said Maggio.

Save Lafayette Founder

Michael Griffiths said after the
meeting that he was not sur-
prised by the vote. “The planning
commission was fed erroneous
information and pressured to
make a decision last night, so the
5-2 result was inevitable,” he
said.

Griffiths went on to warn
that a similar decision by the city
council on appeal would have a
long-term disastrous impact for
Lafayette citywide.

Byran Wenter, attorney for
the applicant, said on behalf of
his client after the meeting that
they were grateful to the plan-
ning commission for their ap-
proval.

“After nine long years and
every form of legal and political
challenge, the commission rec-
ognized that the Housing Ac-
countability Act required ap-
proval of the Terraces,” said
Wenter, adding, “The Terraces

will add much-needed apartment
housing to the community. Be-
cause of this vote, more people
will be able to enjoy the benefits
of living in Lafayette.”

Wenter has previously
warned that legislation could
cost the city up to $15.75 million
if courts find the city acted in
bad faith in denying the project.

The matter is expected to be
appealed at the city council level
within days.

Orinda is open for business, cautiously

... continued from Page A7

Café Theatro, located on
Orinda Way below the library,
recently renewed their lease,
but owner Joe Kim says that
business has been terrible.
“Regulars come in for coffee and
food,” he said, but with nothing
going on, no events, and when
the library was completely
closed, it was bad. However,

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police T8l Tre
Department 5
Incident J
Summary %E—E'-
Report

June 14 - June 27

Alarms 52
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 65
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 24
Suspicious Vehicle 13
Service to Citizen 55

Patrol Req./Security Check 38
Pubic/School Assembly Check 0

Supplemental Report 21
Vacation House Check 11
Welfare Check 14
Ordinance Violation 4
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

800 Block Las Trampas Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Sierra Vista Way
1000 Block Sierra Vista Way
900 Block Moraga Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Brook St./East St.

S Thompson Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Vehicle

3200 Block Ameno Dr.
Reckless Driving

Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Kim feels lucky to have a good
patio. Although he felt confident
renewing the lease, he thinks
that business won’t be back
100%. Siam Orchid, across the
street, continues to do takeout
business only. Owner Pepsi
Phunmongkol says that with 21
tables inside, he could place
them six feet apart to provide
for social distancing, but for the
time being the takeout business

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Village Center

Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3400 Block Golden Gate Way

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Computer Fraud

1400 Block Edwards Ct.
Fraud Credit Card

500 Block Silverado Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

3700 Block St Francis Dr.

1400 Block Sunset Loop
Grand Theft

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.

3600 Block Mosswood Dr.

3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

3600 Block Mosswood Dr.
Misc Burglary

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Petty Theft

3600 Block Brook St.

1000 Block 2Nd St.

3600 Block Boyer Cir. (2)

1000 Block 2Nd St.

1100 Block Hillcrest Dr.

1300 Block Masterson Ln.
Petty Theft Bicycle

900 Block Risa Rd.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

700 Block Solana Dr.

3800 Block Los Arabis Dr.

3600 Block Brook St.

3400 Block Springhill Ct.
Loud Music

3400 Block Echo Springs Rd.

3100 Block Quandt Rd. (2)
Loud Party

1400 Block Rancho View Dr.

Mcgraw Ln/Reliez Valley Rd.

3100 Block Quandt Rd.
Public Nuisance

3300 Block Silver Springs Ct.

3300 Block Orchard Valley Ln. (2)

1100 Block Nogales St.

Golden Gate Way/Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Peacock Blvd./N Lucille Ln.
3600 Block Baker Ln.
10 Block Eleven
Garden Ln/Laurel Dr.
1000 Block Stuart St.
Los Palos Dr./Glenside Dr.
Happy Valley Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
Vandalism
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.
3600 Block Brook St.
Other
Fireworks
Deer Hill Rd./Brown Ave.
Acalanes Av/Pleasant Hill Cr.
500 Block Merriewood
Lucas Dr./Lucas Cr.
500 Block St. Mary's Rd.
H&S Violation

has picked up.

Baan Thai owner Jim
Phoonpirom said that he was
kind of scared because most
people don’t wear masks. He is
fine for now with pickup only,
and said that only two or three
customers had asked about re-
opening. Genuine Goodness
owner Donna Pickhall said she
was closing for the month of
July to review her menu and

10 Block Eleven

Police Department
K9 Outside Assist Request

1500 Block Canyon Rd., Mor

Byron Hw/Camino Diablo, Byr
Trespass

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order

1000 Block Carol Ln.

1200 Block Warner Ct.
Violation Restraining Order

Police Department

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

June 16 - June 29

Alarms 5
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 9
Traffic 2
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 3
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check 12

Supplemental Report 14
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 2

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
Not Available
Excessive Speed
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Way/Miramonte Dr. (2)
St. Andrews Dr./Moraga Way
Eastwood/Moraga Way
Moraga Way/Moraga Valley Ln.
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (3)
St Andrews/Country Club Dr.
Moraga Rd./Devin Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Petty Theft From Vehicle
400 Block Woodminster Dr.
1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Post Office
Police Department
Tc - Property Damage
Ascot Dr./Moraga Rd.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft
Safeway
100 Block Moraga Rd.
Identity Theft
10 Block Idlewood Ct.
1800 Block St Andrews Dr.
Petty Theft
1800 Block School St.
Rheem Valley Shopping Center

how to operate in a safe and ef-
ficient way. “We don’t want
anybody inside,” she said.
“Eventually we will be taking
orders at the door, but we need
a place for customers to line
up.” Geppetto’s Caffe owner
Frank Leou said that his patio
seating has been busy, but many
customers have been calling to
ask when the café will be open
for inside seating.

100 Block Moraga Rd.
Residential Burglary

100 Block Calle La Montana
Theft Access Card

Police Department
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

400 Block Kingsford Dr.
Loud Noise

1300 Block Larch Ave.

Buckingham Dr./Natalie Dr.

1100 Block Rimer Dr.
Loud Party

10 Block Buckingham Dr. (2)

200 Block Paseo Bernal
Public Nuisance

Ace Hardware

Moraga Country Club
Vandalism

200 Block Rheem Blvd.

School St./De La Cruz Way
Other
Dependent Adult Abuse

Safeway
Fireworks

Campolindo High School

Joaquin Moraga Int School
Ordinance Violation

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

200 Block Paseo Bernal
Trespass

500 Block Moraga Rd.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
June 14 - June 27

Alarms 40
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 14
Traffic 19
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 7
Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 92
Patrol Req./Security Check 31
Supplemental Report 9
Welfare Check 12
Ordinance Violation 2
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

70 Block Moraga Way

Camino Pablo/Eb Sr 24
Auto Burglary

500 Block Bear Creek Rd.

500 Block Tahos Rd.
Dui Misd

100 Block Orinda Way

Wb Sr 24 At Camino Pablo
Hit And Run Felony

500 Block Moraga Way

Altamount Dr./Moraga Way

Mcdonnell Nursery

City Manager Steve Sa-
lomon has said that he has of-
fered to work with local restau-
rants to provide for more out-
door seating, but he hasn’t met
with an enthusiastic response.
Several restaurants contacted
for this story said that they are
concerned about the health and
wellbeing of the owners and
staff and are happy to continue
with takeout for the time being.

Petty Theft From Vehicle

Rite Aid

10 Block Quarry Hill Rd.

70 Block Moraga Way (2)
Reckless Driving

Camino Pablo/Bear Creek Rd.

Bates Blvd./Warford Terrace

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Tc - Property Damage

Orinda Park Pool
Veh Parts

4200 Block EI Nido Ranch Rd.
Vehicle Theft

10 Block Spring Ct.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

10 Block Del Mar Ct.

10 Block Orchard Rd. (2)

10 Block Aspinwall Ct.
Grand Theft

Rite Aid
Grand Theft From Vehicle

San Pablo Dam Rd./Wildcat
Canyon
Identity Theft

10 Block Southwood Ct.

80 Block Orchard Rd.

100 Block El Toyonal
Panhandling

40 Block Santa Maria Way
Petty Theft

10 Block Theatre Sq 106

Rite Aid
Robbery Armed

10 Block Camino Sobrante
Shoplift

Rite Aid

50 Block Moraga Way

Cvs
Warrant

Cam Pab/Cam Sobrante
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

200 Block Glorietta Blvd.

20 Block Mariposa Ln.
Loud Music

90 Block Nobi Ln.

10 Block La Fond Ln.

100 Block Crest View Dr.
Loud Noise

200 Block La Espiral
Loud Party

Estabueno Dr./Lavenida Dr.

Wilder Rd./Dairy Creek Ln.
Public Nuisance

Oak Rd./Stein Way
Vandalism

200 Block Camino Pablo

100 Block Zander Dr.
Other
Loitering

Miramonte High School
Trespass

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Unwanted Guest

Safeway
Violation Custody Order

Orinda Theater
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AUHSD and racial equity: How to repair the broken trust

Image provided

By Sophie Braccini

During a mid-June Acalanes Union High School District
board meeting staff acknowledged that trust had been
broken with the district’s families of color. In the wake
of the Black Lives Matter movement and with the re-
lease of a video showing teenagers from the district us-
ing racist profanity in front of a parent (two years ago),
outrage mounted from the community, calling for deep
change.

The meeting opened with heartbreaking testi-
monies from parents of students of color who had been
discriminated against and/or bullied repeatedly in the
district. Parents accused the high school administration

as well as that of the district to have been side-stepping
complaints and hesitating to take any action. Testimony
after testimony painted the portrait of a community,
starting as early as elementary school, where racism is
dismissed by staff. In a like manner, some students also
testified that bullying was seldom addressed and issues
were swept under the rug.

The Campolindo High School Diversity and Inclu-
sion Committee had a gathering the night before the
meeting that was attended (on Zoom) by approximately
100 community members, current Campo parents, fu-
ture/incoming Campo parents, Campo student leaders,
former Campo students, Campo administration and
faculty, AUHSD superintendent and associate superin-
tendent, Moraga School District parents, and commu-
nity members. Ellide Smith, chair of the committee who
called the meeting (see related article on Page A4) said
that the general feeling from parents, students, as well
as teachers is that policies about racism are vague and
consequences are unknown. The district has seen the
number of diverse students diminish because parents
send their children to private schools. Students are not
equipped to stand up in a culture where those who
speak out are ostracized and criticized.

The group agreed that racism and unconscious bias
are rampant. Campolindo High School counselor
Patrick Turner has been the only black faculty/staff

member at Campolindo. He has witnessed the pain of
not only black students but other students of color as

they encounter vile forms of racism, complicit biases,
and microaggressions across the campus.

Amy McNamara, the district's associate superin-
tendent, has been in charge of the district’s equity pol-
icy for several years. She affirmed that a lot of listening
is being done this summer and that change will happen
through long-term work.

McNamara listed the actions that are being worked
on within the district: to change the AUHSD mission
statement to include race equity as a core value; to en-
gage all students in a discussion about race to create a
safe campus; to modify the curriculum in social studies
and history; to establish more equitable grading prac-
tices for all students; to train all staff members and
have them attend the Beyond Diversity training; to or-
ganize more parent information nights on this topic
with parent leadership; to include more diversity when
hiring new staff members; and to establish clear poli-
cies to address racist insults.

There is not yet a timetable for the implementation
of these changes. All board members expressed their
desire to support transformations in the new school
year. McNamara noted that there is a highly activated
group of young people who will be coming back to
school in the fall and they will want to see change.

Lafayette forms task force

... continued from Page A1l

Following the meeting
Candell commented that she
was thankful for all who at-
tended and gave such good
feedback, noting that the task
force members needed this in-

put to shape how they move
forward. “I honestly believe
we can bring real positive
change and create an even
better community for all,” said
Candell.

“It was only our first
meeting,” said Burks after the

meeting, “and we have a long
way to go on this complex and
challenging movement, but if
Wednesday night was an indi-
cation, I truly believe that the
community will come together,
representing a ‘collective task
force’ embarking on one of the

most important and meaning-
ful human-centered advance-
ments in the history of
Lafayette. I encourage ab-
solutely everyone to be a part
of it."

City Manager Niroop Sri-
vatsa emphasized the need for

the public’s help and engage-
ment and invited people to
send accounts of their experi-
ences to her ahead of the town
hall meeting.

Details on how to reach
Srivatsa are on the city website
at www.lovelafayette.com

Letters to the editor

Fourth of July Flags

When members of the Moraga
Garden Club were putting out
flags at the Moraga Commons on
July 3, a man on a walk asked
about it. When told that it was a
project of the Garden Club, he
asked, “Do you take donations?”
Then he handed my wife a
twenty-dollar bill.

Other members put out flags
at the library, the Hacienda, and
at the intersection of Moraga
Road and Rheem Boulevard.
Moraga may not have fireworks
this year, but the Garden Club is
quietly honoring the act that de-
veloped into our greatest gift.

Dale Walwark
Moraga

On diversity and racism

When I saw the video circulating
of current Campolindo students
flippantly using racial slurs such
as the n-word and referring to
black people as slaves while one
of their fathers' drives without
saying a word, I was sickened
but not surprised. While I no
longer reside in Lamorinda, hav-
ing moved to LA for college, I
vividly recall my experience at
Campolindo High School as one
where non-white, poor, or LGBT
individuals (such as myself)
were treated with at best, disre-
gard, and at worst, outright dis-
crimination.

I existed in a state of other-
ness, isolation and alienation
throughout my high school years,
which I'm sure doesn't even
compare to what my black peers
experienced, as race is nearly
impossible to conceal, unlike
sexuality. Some members of this
community may be shocked that
their children would express
such violently racist ideas, but
what concerns me most is the si-
lence of the father in the video.
Young people do not develop
bigoted and hateful ideology in a
vacuum.

There is no excuse for the
behavior of the girls in that
video, but it is only a reflection
of the de facto segregation and
race and class-based hierarchy
that exists in Lamorinda, en-
forced by the maintenance of
suburban ideals that conceals
more insidious motives. Just a
few days ago, after almost nine
years of pushback, the decision
to move forward with the 315-
apartment housing plan in
Lafayette, which the East Bay
Times deemed "divisive," finally
went through. The project has set
aside 63 apartments (20%) for
affordable housing.

It is endearing that Lafayette
organized a 'Black Lives Matter'
protest to call attention to the
epidemic of police violence that
has gained traction after the
brutal murder of George Floyd,
but highly troubling that the
percentage of black students at
Campolindo is 1% (U.S. News
2020 High School Rankings). The
percentage of economically dis-
advantaged students is 4%. Tak-

ing this information into ac-
count, it is rational to assume
that the majority of students at
Campolindo don't have a mean-
ingful connection or interaction
with a black person until after
they graduate. As much as resi-
dents of this so-called idyllic en-
clave want to pay lip service to
the cause of racial equality, the
history of exclusion of black and
hispanic people from our
schools, housing, and commu-
nity, unless their function is to
service us, tells a different story.
I hope that anyone who was
truly shocked by this video does
some real reflection on the mes-
sage that unofficial racial and
class-based segregation teaches
our children about whose lives
matter to us and whose don't.

Fiona Deane-Grundman
Lafayette

Letter presented at the June 22
MOFD-Orinda-Moraga sub-
committee

Dear Chief Winnacker,

You are my hero for your fire
prevention activism.

I organized seven homeowners
to prepare for the chipper. I
communicated with Mr. Graham,
read the chipper rules, informed
my neighbors, made sure all the
stacks were chipper friendly, and
everything went perfectly. We
eliminated two trucks full of
vegetation. It was the existence
of the free chipper service that
allowed me to generate
enthusiasm.

I attended the last MOFD Board
meeting and was very disap-
pointed with the outcome!

You said that the demand
would continue indefinitely. I
believe you are wrong. We
cleared out many low branches
that will not regrow. The brush
we eliminated will not be al-
lowed to regrow now that we
know about Paradise. Any re-
growth will be green binned.
You also referred to outlier cus-
tomers. Surely there are very
few.

To the MOFD Board,

These are not reasons to discon-
tinue the program through the
summer months. We are talking
about 70 days of 1.5 chippers at
$1500/day or less than $160,000
out of a $26 million budget. That
budget is only possible because
of the taxes we citizens pay. The
MOFD Board received very many
requests for summer chipper
service, before the next fire sea-
son, but declined to even invest
$50,000 towards the chipper ser-
vice, despite a $500,000 surplus
for the year. If 10% of our city
burns this fall, you will lose mil-
lions in revenue.

It has become clear that the
Board has been captured by in-
dustry insiders that make deci-
sions in favor of the firemen’s
union pension fund and not in
the best interest of the citizens.
Their decision not to fund a pal-
try amount of their $26 million
budget for the chipper program

has made this obvious to the cit-
izens and is the worst political
mistake the board could make.

And lastly to the city council
members,

We have already lost a week
of chipping. It is now clear that
the MOFD Board has exhibited a
dereliction of duty to serve and
protect the citizens. Should they
not commit to an emergency
board meeting, despite very tight
city budgets, I beg you to con-
sider funding the chipper service
for the summer.

Charles Porges
Orinda

A wonderful man’s passing

The Kiwanis Club of Moraga Val-
ley and the Moraga Community
lost a fantastic person on June 22
- Larry Swindell.

A brief set of highlights from
Larry’s life include: (1) Pub-
lished five film biographies on
Hollywood celebrities -- Spencer
Tracy, Carole Lombard, John
Garfield, Charles Boyer, and Gary
Cooper; (2) Was a writer for a
number of publications and
earned the nickname “Scoop”;
(3) Taught composition and liter-
ature at 5 universities -- Mary-
land, UC Irvine, LaSalle,
Delaware, and TCU; (4) Was in-
ducted into the Texas Literary
Hall of Fame and the Classic Film
Hall of Fame in Moraga; (5) Was
involved in the Moraga Park
Commission, Moraga Historical
Society, Classic Movies at the
Rheem Theater (introduced each
movie), SIR, Moraga Movers, and
the Kiwanis Club of Moraga
Valley.

Larry touched each Kiwanis
member in so many ways. But
little did each member initially
know about the breadth, knowl-
edge, and character of this per-
son. Larry’s memory amazed all
of us, especially pertaining to
baseball, the movies, and history.
And he graced us with that
knowledge, and without notes, in
many talks. Some of those talks
included: (1) “The Great Depres-
sion” (2) “1939, The Greatest
Year in Movies” (3) “The Korean
War” (4) “An Historical Perspec-
tive on the Political Parties and
Party Conventions” (5) “The
transition of Movies from Silent
to Sound - Hollywood in Chaos”
(6) “How Baseball Changed over
the Years” (7) “The history of
Popular Music, from Antiquity to
the Era of Rock n’Roll” (8) “The
Origins of World War II.”

Some anecdotes we recall:
(1) Seeing Satchel Paige in his
youth in Texas, when his father
caught him in a local exhibition
game -- Larry indicated his dad
may have contributed to the in-
tegration of baseball; (2) Swim-
ming with Marilyn Monroe and
sitting in a baseball box with
Spencer Tracy and having a
rough chat; (3) Telling Ronald
Reagan he knew more about his
movies than he did, and set out
to prove it.

We were all lucky to have
known Larry, to learn from, re-

spect, and admire Larry. He will
be remembered by all of us for-
ever. A wonderful man!

Stan Holcenberg
Moraga

More on MOFD chipping
program

Last issue’s article regarding the
suspension of MOFD’s chipping
program to remove flammable
vegetation waste only told half of
the story.

First, to say there was a
“passionate outcry from district
residents” is an understatement.
46 people “attended” the Zoom
meeting. MOFD has NEVER had
that many people attending one
of its meetings. Those 46 repre-
sented the 86% of Orinda who
said in the recent Orinda survey
that fire prevention was their #1
priority.

Second, it did not mention
that the Board Members sup-
porting the program were the
two “independent” members
(Jorgens and Jex) while those op-
posing were members of the
firefighters-union-block
(Danziger, Donner and Baitx).

Third, it did not put in per-
spective the $100,000 chipper
program which Baitx com-
plained was “throwing money”
away when they were cutting
spending elsewhere. While the
District is projecting a $1.1 mil-
lion deficit this year (for all of its
“funds”, not just its general
fund), the financials show:

1) While revenue is pro-
jected to stay flat (at $29 million),
MOFD expenditures (excluding
capital expenditures) are not be-
ing cut, they are increasing from
$27.5 million to $30 million; over
three times the rate of inflation.

2) Employees’ salaries and
benefits, accounting for 90 per-
cent of the operating expenses,
are increasing from $24.8 million
to $27.3 million. This $2.5 mil-
lion increase (10 percent), ac-
counts for the entire expense
increase.

3) Reserves will also be in-
creasing, from $18.2 million to
$19.3 million, including a $2 mil-
lion increase in the employee re-
tirement fund. So the entire $1
million deficit is going into re-
serves, specifically into the fire-
fighter’s retirement fund.

4) Over the last four years
MOFD has added over $10 mil-
lion to its reserves; half of it to
the firefighter’s retirement fund
which now has $165 million in it.

Bottom line: The union-
controlled board is making sure
that every extra dollar of rev-
enue that MOFD receives goes
toward salaries, benefits and re-
tirement reserves even though
that already accounts for 90 per-
cent of the budget. It will not al-
low, even by a few thousand dol-
lars, expense reprioritization for
fire PREVENTION, not fire
FIGHTING, which the community
seeks.

Steve Cohn
Orinda

On school reopening plans

I appreciate receiving the Lam-
orinda Weekly and look through
it every week. Today I saw an
article by Sophie Braccini about
Lamorinda school reopening
plans this fall. She said that the
blended model "will allow all
students to be back in their
schools at least several days a
week", but at least at the high
school level, the blended model
allows students to attend school
in person only twice a week.
This is a significant difference
and the public should be made
aware of the actual plans, not the
artificially optimistic ones. My
understanding is that in the
blended model high schoolers
will receive live instruction from
each teacher only 85 minutes a
week (vs. the 135 minutes they
got with each teacher prior to the
pandemic). Three days a week
they are home. On one of those
days they might attend virtual
office hours, but two days a week
they will have no interactions
with teachers or peers at all.

This is an important distinc-
tion that the public needs to be
made aware of. "Several days a
week" sounds somewhat similar
to a normal school schedule. In
fact what is planned at this point
is attendance only two days a
week, with once-weekly in-
person contact with each teacher
and this doesn't sound anything
like a normal school schedule or
a remotely adequate amount of
learning.

I know the AUHSD adminis-
tration has worked very hard to
put forth the best possible plans
and I don't fault them at all for
the blended scenario. The
county health department order
that children be separated by 6
feet is the reason, the only rea-
son, students are being forced to
essentially forgo adequate
schooling and being forced into
continued semi-isolation. There
are so many other ways to man-
age the spread of COVID-19 (e.g.,
testing, contact tracing, masks,
daily health screenings for
symptoms and exposure, hand-
washing) that do not require
decimating the educational and
social-emotional development of
our children. The county health
department has tied the hands of
our educators and will make it
impossible for our schools to
properly serve, support, and ed-
ucate children in Lamorinda.

Elizabeth Owens
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express
views of the writer and not necessarily those of
the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
include the writer's name and city/town of
residence -- we will only accept letters from
those who live in, or own a business in, the
communities comprising Lamorinda (please give
us your phone number for verification purposes
only). Letters must be factually accurate and be
350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words
will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit
www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission
guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133,
Moraga, CA 94570
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« Frameless Shower Glass

o Shower Enclosures

o Custom Mirrors

+ New Windows/Patio Doors
+ Replacement & Installation

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.
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Why bother doing
plastic sneeze guards
when you candoa
glass sneeze guard
which will not scratch
and last for years to
come.

Call us today for
your free quote!

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Neighbors gather in fellowship on the Fourth

... continued from Page A1l

The House bill, Accelerating
Access to Critical Therapies
(H.R. 7071), would authorize $75
million in funding to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and
establish a Center for Neurode-
generative Diseases at the FDA.
The Senate bill, Promising Path-
ways Act (S. 3872), could greatly
shorten the time from ALS drug
research to human clinical trial

to FDA approval.

“There is currently no cure
for the disease, but a great deal
of research is underway,” Shep-
hard said. “We believe the dis-
ease can be cured, so more
funding is needed.

“It was sad not to have the
normal Fourth of July festivities
in Moraga including the dog and
bike parades and the con-
cert/fireworks. But it was fun to
get our neighbors out for the

fun run,” Shephard added. “It is
nice to live in a community with
such great neighbors.”

To get involved in pro-
moting these bills with your leg-
islators you can visit:
https://iamals.org/take-action-to-
make-access-to-therapies/ or go
to the Action Center at
https://www.als.org/advocacy.
Donations can be made to the
The ALS Association Golden
West Chapter.

Campo Parents Club

... continued from Page A4

Although she states that it’s still
a work-in-progress, it is already
full of resource information
while on the way to listing ad-
ditional content related to
racial, LGBTQ+ and mental
health issues.

There are many things that
Smith would like to accomplish
while serving as the chair of the
committee “I want to see Cam-
polindo and the AUHSD take
immediate measurable action
steps that addresses why only
57% of white students and 47%

of students of color feel ac-
cepted at Campolindo, or why
52% of white students and 40%
of students of color feel proud
belonging to Campolindo.” The
D&I parents group feels there
should be a full-time director to
track any progress data.

Smith would also like to see
an updated curriculum to in-
clude the history of people of
color; a clarification of discipli-
nary actions that addresses
racial language, symbols, reli-
gious bigotry and discrimina-
tion; and a Student Code of
Conduct. Most importantly, she
hopes for more active parental

participation during D&I
events.

Smith stresses that all stu-
dents need to be responsible for
their consequences. “Students
should not be ostracized or lose
their ‘social equity’ because
they are calling out inappropri-
ate and unjust behavior. I want
all of the students to feel the
positive effects of a fully inclu-
sive culture.” Smith concluded,
“We can no longer sit back and
assume that all is fine because
the majority is fine. We need to
keep evolving and self-
correcting until all are fine.”
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Lamorinda Arts Council is more vibrant than ever — even online

“Those Left Behind” by Tyler Pavey

By Sophie Braccini

Denise Nomura, who has been
presiding over the Lamorinda
Arts Council for about a year,
remembers the shock and the
period of wonderment that
struck her and the group’s
board following the shelter-in-
place order, which required a
paradigm shift, since closing
down was never an option.
From Lamorinda Idol to art
galleries, even the popular
fundraiser Mixology will now
be organized online this year.
Steve Harwood, who has
been leading Lamorinda Idol
for years, said that there was
no question that the program
should continue. This singing
competition, open to individ-
uals and groups ages 5 to 18,
has been a popular training
ground for so many budding
Lamorinda artists — and a way
to proceed had to be found.
Harwood said it was quite
easy for the young talents to
record videos of themselves
and submit them to the jury. A
phone was all that was needed

for the individuals, but the
groups had to hone some
editing skills to mix each sep-
arate performance. The jury
received the same number of
submissions as last year, and
the finalists who will face off
in August have been chosen.

One of the perks of this
program is the professional
training that the young final-
ists get from a professional
singer. According to Harwood
the finalists receive online
lessons so they can be their
best for their last virtual per-
formance. The finalists’ videos
will be posted online and the
public will be able to vote,
alongside the professionals,
for their favorites. A Zoom
party will celebrate the season
of singing, with announce-
ments of the winners and
playing of all the finalists’
videos.

Getting the two art gal-
leries that the LAC manages
online has not been that easy.
LAC runs the new Wilder
gallery and the library gallery,
but because the artists are

Photo provided — Lamorinda Super Shorts

scheduled for displaying their
work sometimes months if not
years in advance, to reduce
the backlog of exhibits LAC
created a virtual display of
what artists have been pro-
ducing during the pandemic.
One of Nomura’s paintings
that she created during this
time of reflection can be
viewed and purchased online.
LAC may continue the pro-
gram depending on its
popularity.

The Lamorinda Super-
Shorts Two Minute Movie
Challenge features very per-
sonal notes from confined
people to reflections of what
we can be grateful for. Don’t
miss two excellent animes:
“Cat and Banana” and
“FYNYTE.” The winning
movies can be seen at
https://lamorindaarts.org/
lamorinda-supershorts-
winners-archive/

And on July 19 LAC is
calling writers, artists and art
lovers to participate in the
first Art Embraces Words we-
binar. Nomura explains that

emerging writers will read
from their work in 10-minute
intervals interspersed with vi-
sual artwork from local
artists. Participating artists
will be introduced and answer
questions about their artwork.
Portions of the event will be
recorded and uploaded to so-
cial media. In this way art still
'embraces' the words. For
more information or to sign
up go to
https://lamorindaarts.org/art-
embraces-words/.

One of the most interest-
ing challenges the group is
now facing is moving its mas-
sively successful fundraising
live event, Mixology, online.
To do so, LAC has partnered
with SaloonBox, a company
that specializes in home de-
livery of craft cocktails. No-
mura says bartenders will
submit recipes to the commit-
tee, which will select the best

ones. Kits to make the cock-
tails will be assembled and
sold online and picked up at
Lamorinda liquor stores. The
kits will have all the ingredi-
ents but the hard liquor that
either people may already
own or can purchase at the
pickup location.

The website for Mixology
will have videos of the mixol-
ogists, and people will be able
to vote for their favorite cock-
tails. Bartenders will be so-
licited from mid-July to mid-
August, and the kits will be on
sale at the end of August or
September, so people will
have plenty of time to taste
and pick. Nomura hopes that
the final event in October will
be live, and if not possible, she
promises a crazy festive, fun
online party.

Information about all the
programs is online at
https:/lamorindaarts.org/

SHOE THERAPY at
ELMWOOD VILLAGE SHOES

- Stress Relief!
- Instant Satisfaction!

We are open and ready to help you Safely!
Our store is easy to get to. We are the second exit off the
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This hearty salad helps fill the summer dinner void

Turkey taco salad

By Susie Iventosch

Photo Susie Iventosch

I don’t know about you, but I can never seem to get enough of
salads in the summer, especially if you have a great victory gar-
den growing in your backyard! We love to make hearty salads
with meat and cheese and lots of seasonal veggies so that they
are filling enough to serve as the main dinner course. They are
easy to prepare ahead of time so when you get back from work

or fun weekend activities they are ready to go. This taco salad is

a perfect example of one with plenty of hearty fixings to satisfy
even the hungriest of appetites. Made with a virtual rainbow of
veggies along with seasoned ground meat, cheese and crushed
tortilla chips and tossed in a lime-salsa vinaigrette, you will feel
like you had a full 4-course meal. Serve with a warm flour tor-
tilla on the side or you can even make a wrap out of it. I like to
use ground turkey, but chicken, beef or bison all work great in

this recipe.

Turkey Taco Salad
(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS

1 head Romaine, cleaned and torn into bite-sized pieces

1 bunch cilantro leaves, cleaned and removed from stems
1 red bell pepper, stem and seeds removed and chopped
1 Anaheim chili, stem and seeds removed and chopped

1 poblano pepper, stem and seeds removed and chopped
1 jalapeno pepper, stem and seeds removed and finely

chopped
1 large tomatillo, chopped

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit

https://treksandbites.com

20 cherry tomatoes, halved or larger ripe tomatoes cut

into hite-sized pieces

1 small jicama or about 1/2 cup chopped
1 cup of corn, preferably fresh from two ears of corn that have been barbecued ahead of time
1 can dark red kidney beans, drained

1 pound ground turkey (or beef), cooked according to directions below

1 taco seasoning packet (Lawry’s, McCormick or other)

2 tablespoon canola oil
2 tablespoons water

1 cup grated sharp white or yellow cheddar
2 cups Doritos Nacho Cheese tortilla chips, slightly crushed
1 recipe Lime-Salsa Dressing (below)

DIRECTIONS

Heat oil in a frying pan and add ground turkey. Sprinkle taco seasoning packet over the top. Add water.
Cook over medium-high heat, stirring often. (If possible mash the ground turkey with the Kitchen Queen
Meat Chopper. This is a purchase you will never regret!) Once completely cooked, remove from heat and
cool. Refrigerate until ready to use. Can also be made ahead and frozen for several months.

Spread two ears of corn with canola oil. Season to taste with Cajun seasoning, salt and pepper. Barbecue
corn over medium-low heat for 8 minutes, rotating every 2 minutes to distribute cooking evenly. Remove
from grill and cool. When cooled to room temp, cut corn off cobs and set aside.

When ready to serve, place all ingredients in a large salad bowl and toss with Salsa Lime Vinaigrette
(recipe below). Serve with fresh flour tortillas.

Lime-Salsa Dressing:

Juice of 1 lime

1/4 cup red wine vinegar
1/2 cup olive oil

1/3 cup salsa

2 teaspoons your favorite hot sauce

S&P to taste

Place all ingredients in a container with a tight-fitting lid and shake well. Refrigerate until ready to use.
Allow to sit for about 10 minutes before tossing salad, to allow oil to come to room temperature.

Lynn’s Top Five

Every day is a winding road - financial planning in a sea of the unknown

By Lynn Ballou CFP®

I hope Sheryl Crow’s lyrics are
a truth, that we are a little bit
closer. Closer to a cure, to a
vaccine, to a recovered econ-
omy, to valuing all human life,
to empathy. The last time I
wrote for this, our wonderful
community paper, I was al-
ready planning my next col-
umn focusing on the provi-
sions of the latest tax legisla-
tion, the Secure Act. Well, we
can toss that aside for the mo-
ment, and focus instead on
surviving. This column will
focus on some tips and ideas
for financial survival, hope-
fully providing at least one
idea for each reader.

1) Adjust new budgets: Not
commuting? Not eating out,
traveling or meeting up with
friends? Take a deep sigh, let
it go and instead focus on the
opportunity to build or ex-
pand that emergency fund,
pay down consumer debt, add
to building toward financial
independence or shorter-term
financial needs such as home
repairs, a newer car, educa-
tion expenses.

2) Lower debt costs: There
are many debt breaks avail-
able from forgiveness to de-
ferral to simple refinancing at
lower rates. Whether student
loan debt, car loans or mort-

gages, research your options
and make moves to take ad-
vantage of what may be the
lowest interest rates of several
generations to come. And if
you need cash due to loss of
income, you will find numer-
ous options available includ-
ing borrowing from your own
retirement accounts to ac-
cessing government lending
programs. Leave no stone
unturned and don’t delay.

3) Required minimum dis-
tributions - yes or no: You
are able to step away from
any previously “required”
minimum distributions from
retirement plans (RMDs) this
year. And if you already took
some and wish you hadn’t,
you have until Aug. 31 for just
this tax year to put the funds
back and reverse the distribu-
tion so as to preserve your as-
sets and keep your tax burden
as low as possible. That said,
if you are in a negative in-
come tax bracket, perhaps you
might still take some distribu-
tions so as not to waste that
tax-free withdrawal opportu-
nity. And see the next point
regarding another approach if
you are in a low or 0% tax
bracket.

4) Roth conversions - a
unique historic opportunity:
It’s possible your investments
are worth less than you paid
for them. It’s also possible

your income is lower this year
than last. If so take a look at
the math behind Roth conver-
sions. If you moved $50,000
for example to a Roth IRA
from an eligible IRA, you’d
pay the taxes on the $50,000
distribution this tax year,
however, once the funds are
in the Roth IRA, they grow tax
free and exempt from RMD’s
in your life (and if your
spouse is your beneficiary his
or her life, as well). This
works when you have the
cash outside the IRA to pay for
the taxes due on the conver-
sion. And the neat trick about
this is that you can move as-
sets in kind from your IRA to
your Roth IRA. If you make
these moves when markets
are at lows, and move assets
that have suffered value loss
but that you still want to hold
long-term, you are in essence
moving a lot more shares to
the Roth at that moment than
you would have before the
virus struck and markets fell
substantially. Long term this
could be very positively im-
pactful to you, however, ab-
solutely consult with your Tax
Pro before proceeding.

5) Taxloss harvesting - If
ever there was a time!
We’ve chatted about this be-
fore in my column and this is
yet another historic opportu-
nity to make lemonade out of

lemons by using this tool. Tax
loss harvesting involves sell-
ing assets with paper losses
(in taxable, not retirement ac-
counts) and immediately us-
ing the proceeds to replace
them with a different asset
(can be somewhat similar but
not the same) so you aren’t
out of the market in the event
the market charges up in the
short run. You can then just
keep the new asset you buy
and book the capital losses on
the asset you are selling to use
in the current year against
gains, or use up to $3,000 of
net losses against other in-
come and carry the rest of
your capital losses forward to
a future year. If you want to
buy back the asset you sold
you must wait 31 days to do so
or you forfeit the right to the
tax loss on the sale. Work
closely with your team of pro-
fessionals including your Cer-
tified Financial Planner ™ to
be sure you are implementing
a wise plan that works for you
correctly.

While I truly hope that
this column has highlighted
and sparked some helpful
planning ideas, I'll close with
the most sincere wish that you
and your loved ones are, and
continue to stay, healthy, safe
and able to focus on what
matters most.

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER ™
professional and Regional
Director with EP Wealth
Advisors, a Registered
Investment Advisory Firm in
Lafayette.The review,
assessment, and/or opinion
expressed in this column are
limited to and in association with
general financial planning
subjects. They are intended to
introduce the reader to general
financial planning topics. This
column should serve as a tool
that should assist readers in the
development of subsequent
discussions with a financial
planning professional. Always
consult an accountant and/or
attorney to assess your individual
situation prior to implementing
any financial planning strategy,
including any strategy directly or
indirectly referenced in this
column.

International film s

howcase features two excellent murder mysteries

penseful but not overly theatrical.

The parents' disarray is expressed
beautifully by actors Roschdy Zam and
Chiara Mastroianni. The father is strong
but his armor at times cracks, and the
mother confesses her powerlessness to
the judge. The director takes the audi-
ence step-by-step toward the truth but

wlNVISIBLE

WITNESS

By Sophie Braccini

The International Film Showcase fea-
tures one French and one Italian film
this month. Not available on any other
platform, these two diverse murder
mysteries will bring suspense and intel-
lectual pleasure into movie lovers’
homes.

Lise, 18, is “The Girl with a
Bracelet” in the French film directed by
Stéphane Dumoustier. The teenager
lives in an affluent neighborhood near
the seaside. She wears a bracelet - not
the charming type on her wrist, but a
monitor on her ankle -- as she is ac-
cused of having murdered her best
friend and is on house arrest pending
trial.

Most of the movie takes place
within the confines of the courthouse.
As the director described it in an inter-
view he wanted his film to be close to
what really takes place in such settings
today, but his primary objective was to
depict doubt — what it’s like to be a par-
ent of a teenager whom you have to
trust, while accepting that there are
parts of their lives that escape you and
that you might never understand.

Lise, played by remarkable new-
comer Melissa Guers, has always denied
being the culprit of the murder, but she
remains aloof and almost incapable of
sharing emotions. Day after day more
incriminating evidence is collected
against her, yet there is no definite
proof. The battle between the prosecu-
tor and Lise's lawyer is tensed, sus-

Photos };fovided

leaves the teen's mystery intact.
The Italian movie, “The Invisible

Witness” directed by Stefano Mordini, is

also a murder mystery, but of a com-
pletely different type. It is not as much
Italian as the French movie is French.
The convoluted plot itself, the original
dramaturgy, the rhythm, could be
American.

It is a highly effective movie that
leads the spectators through many re-
bounds and turns at a fast pace. Adri-
ano Doria (Riccardo Scamarcio), a very
successful young businessman is ac-
cused of murdering his mistress. She is
found dead in a locked hotel room
where he is with her, slightly injured.
No one else could have entered or ex-
ited the room.

Virginia Ferrara (Maria Paiato), an
attorney who has never lost a case, is
sent to him to save Doria, just a few
hours before his arrest. Between the

two, a game of lies and truths begin to
uncover the mystery and devise a strat-
egy. Who is good, who is bad — and fi-
nally, who is who and who did what are
the many questions where answers are
hidden in a clever maze. There is an in-
teresting battle of wits on a timer that
will entertain the spectators.

Both movies can be accessed on the IFS site for a fee. Details can be found
online at http://internationalshowcase.org/
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Larry Swindell in front a picture of his younger
self in the Rheem Theatre Hall of Fame

By Sophie Braccini

When Larry Swindell closed his eyes for the
last time in his Moraga residence on June 23, a
few days after his 91st birthday, one of the last
witnesses and chroniclers of Hollywood's
Golden Age was gone. Swindell had walked
with Cary Grant, Colette Colbert, Carol Lom-
bard, Humphrey Bogart and Katharine Hep-
burn, to name just a few. He wrote five movie
star biographies, some bestsellers, he taught
numerous cinema and journalism college
classes and contributed to many publications.
Cinema, baseball, books and faith were the
passions that drove his long and rich life.
According to Julie Swindell, the eldest of
his five children, her father had his first heart
problem at age 63, but this did not stop him
from continuing living life to the fullest for al-
most another 30 years. One just had to step into

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Larry Swindell now with the stars he
loved so well

the Moraga or Orinda movie theater when he
was introducing a classic movie for matinée
viewers to feel his passion: for a while you
were with Vincente Minelli directing "An
American In Paris" or alongside John Wayne
and Maureen O'Hara during the shooting of
'"The Quiet Man."

Swindell's memory was phenomenal in
each of his three passions of baseball, books,
and the movies — especially the early years of
the American industry to the ’60s. He could
give the name of any professional baseball
player and their entire stats, his daughter says.
At his 91st birthday dinner a few days before
his heart finally stopped during his sleep, he
asked his assembled children to quiz him on
movie stars and the most minute details of
their careers, and he got everything right.

During the last years of his life, Swindell
embarked on a monumental task of writing the
history of American cinema from its early
silent days; he had just finished the year 1942
when he died. His work included 1939, the year
he considered the pinnacle of Hollywood
Golden Age; his elder daughter is now tasked
with finishing the huge document that Swindell
viewed as a future reference manual for
scholastic research. Julie Swindell is also edit-
ing her father's autobiography, "Naked on the
Freeway."

Swindell leaves behind his second wife,
Pat, their children and the many grandchildren
on both sides that considered him their
grandpa, and many friends. He was a very ac-
tive member of the Moraga Kiwanis, and of the
Historical Society, for which he was the editor
of the El Rancho Moraga quarterly for 10 years.
His friend, former council member Howard
Harpham, remembers the weekly breakfasts
every Monday morning with Swindell and Kir-
pal Khanna. At these breakfasts, they would
discuss the previous Sunday's sermons at their
respective churches, Swindell holding hands
with the two of them and giving a blessing over
pancakes and juice, always including Khanna’s
Shikh religion.

The movie scholar had had a very long and
productive life before his Lamorinda days as a
drama critic, film scholar, musical librettist,
magazine editor, theatrical producer, teacher,
movie biographer, baseball know-all, and book
maven. The UCLA grad created the book review
section at the Philadelphia Inquirer and was
one of the eight founding directors of the Na-
tional Book Critics Circle.

... continued on Page B4
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Funeral & Cremation Scervices
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Direct Cremations From $799.00
Traditional Services From $3999.00

FD2386 Notary Services Available (925) 490-1400

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
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SNl  \VALNUT CREEK'S PREMIER
SRR ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY IN THE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com

Moraga Lions Achievement

Awards announced

Submitted by Dan
Hagan and Ray
Casabonne

Once again the Moraga Lions
gave Achievement Awards to
the following graduates of the
local middle schools:

Orinda Intermediate
School - Alexis Gottschalk,
recommended by Jay Stevens
counselor, parent Karen
Gottschalk. Will attend Mira-
monte High School.

St. Perpetua - Nicholas
Aiken, recommended by Heidi

Tatum Haggerty

Schwarck, parents Todd and
Mary Pat Aiken. Will attend
De La Salle High School.

St. Perpetua - Tatum Hag-
gerty, recommended by Heidi
Schwarck, parents Steve and
Liz Haggerty. Will attend
Carondelet High School.

Joaquin Moraga - Charles
Stafford, recommended by
teacher Robin Russell. Will at-
tend Campolindo.

Joaquin Moraga - Halley
Pearson, recommended by
Teacher Robin Russell. Will
attend Berean Christian High
School.

Charles Stafford

Stanley - Juliette Jarotzky,
recommended by counselor
Tiffany Sullivan. Will attend
Campolindo.

Stanley - Stephanie
(Steph) Bouistani, recom-
mended by Counselor Ttiffany
Sullivan. Will attend Acalanes
High School.

Stanley - Cooper
Carmichael recommended by
Counselor Tiffany Sullivan,
parent Terra Carmichael. Will
attend Campolindo H.S.

Photos provided

Halley Pearson

Juliette Jarotzky

Alexis Gottschalk

Cooper Carmichael

Local tennis players offer lessons to benefit Meals on Wheels

In response to COVID-19,
Campolindo High School
sophomore Jake Hammerman
founded Impactful Tennis, an
organization where four var-
sity tennis players from local
schools give tennis lessons to

kids aged 7-13 with lesson fees

going directly to local non-
profit, Meals on Wheels Dia-
blo Region. According to the
Impactful Tennis website,
Meals on Wheels had experi-
enced a 40% increase in meal

requests due to the pandemic.
They hope to raise $10,000 for
the nonprofit.

“We are so honored to be cho-
sen by Impactful Tennis as its
charity of choice,” said Caitlyn
Sly, executive director of

Meals on Wheels Diablo Re-
gion on the Impactful Tennis
website. “It really means the
world to us that the next gen-
eration of leaders is con-
cerned about the challenges
our elders face every day."

To learn more about Im-
pactful Tennis, please go to
impactfultennis.org.

-- J. Wake

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-
ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations
to submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the

Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about
a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text

(up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and
Remembrances” in the subject line.
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Small Footprint. An art
exhibit with works made
from recycled, up-cycled or
found objects.

From tin to twine, Bay Area
artists submitted work made
from cast off items collected
and re-assembled into art.
Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery,
3525 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. This exhibit will
continue through July 25
Wed.-Fri. 2 p.m.-6 p.m. and
Saturdays noon-6 p.m.

OTHER

Central San Virtual
Treatment Plant Tour

Ever wondered what happens
to the water (and everything
else) that goes down your
drain? Join us online for an
all-ages virtual tour of Central
San’s wastewater treatment
plant in Martinez. Get a
behind-the-scenes look at how
we use engineering and
science to collect and clean
more than 13 billion gallons
of wastewater every year.
Wednesday, July 22, 3-4 p.m.
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IN-HOME PERSONAL TRAINING for Individuals

with Parkinson’s and those recovering from injury.

One-on-one sessions with Nancy Henderson,
Pilates Instructor & Personal Trainer

Phone: 925/254-0329 Email: sersuave2003@yahoo.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 8, 2020

Service Clubs Announcements

Lamorinda Sunrise
Rota ry iK%

Zoom Meetings Every Friday at 7:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82609498205

JULY WEEKLY MEETINGS
10: Robert Dugoni, NYT Best Selling Author
17: Rotary Camaraderie in the Zoom Era
24: Peter Szeremi, Authentic and Effective Communication
31: Member Story Presentation
www.lamorindasunrise.com

Larry Swindell now with the stars he loved so well

... continued from Page B3

At the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram his books section
expanded to four pages, and
his “Bookshelf” column was
syndicated by the New York
Times for 10 years. Swindell's
biographies of Spencer Tracy,
Carol Lombard (his best
seller), Gary Cooper, Charles
Boyer, and John Garfield (the
one he found the most pro-

found) were recently repub-
lished and are available on-
line and in all good
bookstores.

Swindell had five chil-
dren with his first wife, but
lost her to cancer and was a
bachelor for many years.
Then at his 50-year class re-
union he reunited with Pat,
who had been his sweetheart
when they were 11 years old.
Swindell left his Texas home

for Pat, took early retirement
and moved to Moraga, which
he considered to be heaven
on earth.

“All of it was rewarding
and fun,” he wrote to his
daughter Julie, “and blessed
with marriage to the two
most stimulating women I
have known, and three
daughters and two sons who
are my everlasting glory.” His
wife Pat noted that their

shared faith was a central
part of their relationship, and
she called their 22-year mar-
riage a golden age of love,
concern and fun.

A memorial ceremony
will be organized at a later
date, when it is safe for all to
attend.

Julie Bookman Swindell con-
tributed to this article.

Learn more and register at
centralsan.org/virtual-plant-tour
or call (925) 335-7723.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Worship services are available online to view or stream or they have been canceled for now.
Please call or check the individual websites for updated information.

USTLOVE.

IMMIGRANT | LGBTQ

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Mt.Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church | www.MDUUC.org

Please submit
events:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

o~ Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.
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SMC athletics confronts coronavirus

From left: Paul Thomas, SMC women's basketball head coach,

and Mike Matoso
By Jon Kingdon

With the onset of the coron-
avirus in March, with all its
debilitating effects, we now
find the fall sports season in-
exorably approaching.

'Everyone has their indi-
vidual concerns: the coaches
are concerned with their par-
ticular team, the players are
concerned with their playing
status, the trainers with the
health of the players, the acad-
emic advisors with the eligi-
bility of the players and the
fans are anxiously awaiting to
begin rooting again for their
favorite teams. However, at
every high school and college,
there is one person that is re-
quired to take all of this under
consideration - the athletic
director.

Mike Matoso is entering
his fourth year at Saint Mary’s
College and his second as the

Vice President for Intercolle-
giate Athletics. In this role, he
oversees the entire athletic de-
partment which entails seven
men’s and nine women’s
teams, nine different depart-
ments, 87 individuals listed in
the athletic directory and
about 275 student-athletes.
When the effect of the
coronavirus came to the fore,
Matoso’s short-term concern
was for the Saint Mary’s men’s
basketball team which was
waiting to hear where they
would be seeded in the up-
coming National Collegiate
Athletic Association tourna-
ment: “It was three days before
the show. After winning four
of our last five games, we
knew that we were going to be
in the tournament. When
you’ve already gone to the
tournament, you know how
much fun it is, it’s a celebra-
tion which you all get to enjoy

Photo provided

and to have that taken so
abruptly, particularly for the
seniors, it was very difficult.”

It soon became clear to
everyone that this was not go-
ing to be a problem that was
going to go away quickly.

As the in-person classes at
Saint Mary’s were closing, it
was a major adjustment for
Matoso and the athletic de-
partment: “You’re talking to
kids that were four weeks into
their season with champi-
onships two months out so at
that point, you really start to
grasp the depth of this entire
situation. Everything was a
process, from locking up all of
our facilities to making the de-
cision to send our students
home.”

There was no institution in
the country that was fully pre-
pared for this pandemic. For
Matoso, it was one challenge
after another: “I equate it to
surfing where you get hit by a
wave and you get pulled under
and you don’t know which way
is up and you get your head
above water and then the next
wave comes and hits you and
knocks you back down. It was
like that the first four to six
weeks where every day some-
thing new was coming at you
that you just weren’t prepared
for and you had to adjust and
you had to make a pivot.”

As with every other de-
partment at the various col-
leges and universities, the ath-
letic departments have taken a
hit to their budgets. Around
the country, at Division I, II
and III schools, there have
been over 100 sports teams
that have been eliminated due
to budgetary concerns.
Though Saint Mary’s has also
taken a financial hit, there are
no plans to eliminate any of
the sports teams. “Luckily,
we’re a lean, small depart-
ment,” said Matoso. “From a
staffing standpoint to a student
athlete standpoint, with the
sports that we sponsor, we’re
in an ideal situation so it
would make no sense to con-
sider dropping any of our
sports. There is nothing on the
table for dropping any sports.”

With the cancellation of

spring sports, the NCAA Divi-
sion I Council Coordination
Committee voted to grant
spring athletes an extra year of
eligibility. Saint Mary’s had 28
seniors that had the opportu-
nity to return to school and
compete again in the 2021
spring season. With some of
the athletes going to play pro-
fessionally, some of the foreign
students remaining home and
others who already had jobs,
there are only 12 student-
athletes that are taking the op-
portunity to return to campus
and their respective teams.
“Out of our current scholar-
ship allotment, we funded the
12 scholarships through merit
savings of the entire student-
athlete population. We’re
happy that we were able to
figure it out.”

The department has taken
a big hit financially, having lost
almost 70% of their distribu-
tion from the NCAA. Under
Matoso, Saint Mary’s has com-
pleted several major facility
enhancements, including an $8
million remodel of University
Credit Union Pavilion and the
completion of a brand new
$2.3 million strength and con-
ditioning training center and
weight room in the summer of
2020, along with a new indoor
hitting facility at the baseball
complex and a second on-
campus beach volleyball court.

At this point, many of the
athletic department’s projects
have been put on the back
burner, says Matoso: “We’re
trying to be really respectful
with our donors, knowing that
everyone is going through a
tough time right now.”

There were normally nine

teams at Saint Mary’s that
sponsor sports camps, which
run through the beginning of
August. All were canceled. “It
was a tough decision, but our
No. 1 goal is getting our kids
back,” said Matoso. “When
you look at the restrictions in
what we could do, it just didn’t
make any sense to bring a lim-
ited number of kids back to
our campus. Under these con-
ditions, the camps would not
have been much fun.”

Saint Mary’s is not operat-
ing in a vacuum. The West
Coast Conference is one where
all of the schools are very sim-
ilar in size (except for BYU)
and philosophy and are all
working together, sharing
ideas as to how to best handle
this crisis, says Matoso: “I have
a weekly call every Tuesday
with all 10 athletic directors.
The more we help each other
and get our teams back out on
the field to play, the better it’s
going to be for all of us.”

With 49 international
student-athletes, there are
many more factors that have to
be addressed as they attempt
to return to the school from
overseas: “For these students,
we need to look at it from an
institutional standpoint, a
county standpoint, a state and
federal standpoint and in some
cases, an international stand-
point,” said Matoso. “There are
some countries where those
kids are going to have to fly
into another country and
quarantine for 14 days before
they can come into the country
and then will have to quaran-
tine here for 14 days before
they can return to campus.”

... continued on Page C2

Mike Rosa
Agent
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Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Classified  Classified ¢ Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified

" insuance — Jll  tir Core Services

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Renee's
Jeniorn fenvices

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?

Or a little companionship
Call Renee: 925-393-8732

$10 per 1/2" classified
ad height.

Email to: classified@lamor-
indaweekly.com

Rototilling

£+ Ken's Rototilling
<2 <4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

| Handyman [ Plumbing

» Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§ concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Reach 65,000

with your ad
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Contra Costa County looking for referees, officials and umpires

By Jon Kingdon

Who hasn’t sat in the stands
or in front of a television
watching a sporting event and
not shouted their disapproval
at a call made by an official
and said for all to hear: “I
could do a better job than that
guy (or gal)!” Well, now there
are ample opportunities for
anyone who would like to
back up their words.

There is a shortage of of-
ficials in all sports, according
to Dave Cutaia, a man who
wears many hats as the presi-
dent and CEO of Contra Costa
Athletic Assigners, an Arena
Football League official and
the officiating on-air analyst
for ESPN. “We are looking for
officials not only for football
but also for basketball, soccer,
baseball and softball. The
shortage of officials is not just
in Contra Costa, it’s in the Bay
Area, the state of California
and in fact the entire coun-
try,” says Cutaia. “With my
travels with ESPN and ABC
sports and working arena

football, I see that everyone is
facing the same dilemma -
there are not enough officials.
In fact, there are areas where
coaches have to officiate the
lower level games.”
Refereeing and umpiring
are jobs that require a thick
skin and personal motivation.
Down through history there
have been movies that have
celebrated almost every sport
and its participants. What did
the umpires get? A 1960
movie called “Kill the Umpire”
starring William Bendix.
Longtime official John
Morris, who works as a bailiff,
will be entering his ninth year
as a football official and has
also worked as a basketball
referee and baseball umpire.
When Morris’ athletic career
came to an end, he was look-
ing to stay involved in sports
in any way he could: “I started
out umpiring in baseball and
this led me to the group that
was working in football and
basketball and it grew that
way. I've come to love the ca-
maraderie, the exercise and
the relationships you build

that go past the field ... and it
gets me out of the house.”

For Cutaia, “The best part
about being an official, I think
that you will find with most
people it’s the sense of accom-
plishment, doing something
with the game along with the
camaraderie. The financial
aspect, these days may be
more important now for
many people than it was be-
fore, but it’s just a really great
avocation.”

There is a wide range of
physical demands for each
sport. There are no physical
conditioning requirements
though officiating does de-
mand that you must be in
reasonably good shape. “Bas-
ketball and soccer are the
most taxing physically with so
much running,” says Cutaia.
“You are running in football
but there are breaks between
plays.”

There is a constant evolu-
tion in each sport as the rules
continue to be fine-tuned and
updated which does take a
commitment by the officials,
says Morris: “It’s a constant

learning process to stay up on
the rules and unique game
situations.” There is an aver-
age of 3-5 meetings a season, a
clinic, and officiating scrim-
mages as part of the training.

Doing the job well as an
official does not happen
overnight. It’s a learned
process where you don’t get
thrown into the deep end of
the pool, says Cutaia: “In
every aspect of officiating, in
all of our sports, we have a
person that works directly
and coordinates and trains
the new officials. We don’t
throw a new official out there
without a veteran. In many
cases, these veterans act as
mentors for the new officials
because they’ve all been there
before.”

If fans are not going to be
allowed in the stadiums and
gymnasiums, it’s going to be a
unique situation this year for
the officials, though not nec-
essarily for the better, says
Cutaia: “Fan behavior has
been a deterrent for some of-
ficials but that is being ad-
dressed directly by the

schools, but most of the offi-
cials prefer to work in front of
the fans because that’s part of
the atmosphere.”

Morris accepts that he is
going to be yelled at by
coaches and parents: “You go
in there knowing it’s going to
happen. While I hear the
fans, I don’t hear the fans. I
hear the noise, but I don’t
necessarily hear the boos.”

Depending on the level of
the game ranging from youth
sports to the varsity games,
fees range from $45 to $81 per
game. A new official can av-
erage from $180 to $240 a
week. Any man or woman
who is interested in applying
to work any of these sports
must be at least 18 years old.
There is no deadline to apply
but the sooner people apply,
the more training they will
have prior to onset of the sea-
sons. If you want to apply or
have any questions, email
Dave Cutaia at
Cutaia@aol.com.

SMC athletics confronts coronavirus

... continued from Page C1

The Saint Mary’s athletic
department had been plan-
ning on reopening July 1 but
the new county guidelines
have delayed that opening. It
will be a week-to-week deci-
sion based on when student-
athletes will return to campus
for voluntary workouts.
There is a great deal of effort

being expended by the ad-
ministration to be able to hit
the ground running when the
student-athletes arrive on
campus, said Matoso: “Right
now, our main focus is seeing
our teams return when they
are allowed to and then begin
to phase them and our staff
back into school.”

With the cutback in fi-
nancial resources, each of the
WCC schools are looking to

save money wherever they
can. “If we can avoid getting
on a plane, we will, and then
travel by bus,” said Matoso.
There are no shortcuts
being taken to eliminate the
potential health hazards, said
Matoso: “We may or may not
continue to play in front of
people. Our full intention is
that we are going to be play-
ing this fall. We are going to
make it as safe an environ-

ment as possible for our
student-athletes, the visiting
teams, and our fans.”

If there is one positive
that Matoso takes away from
everything that has gone on so
far over the last four months,
it’s how everyone in the ath-
letic department has handled
the adversity: “It’s been so
impressive with what all of
our coaches and administra-
tors have done with our kids.

I was really impressed with
the maturity of all our
student-athletes. It was an
emotional time and they all
handled it really well and I'm
happy for the spring kids that
can come back. We have
missed all of our student-
athletes and we’re ready to get
it going.”
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Orindé’s Lowest Gas Pricés

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from

Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!

Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

Mexican Restaurant

Open 7 g,

g
Baja Cali | Veserve breahqut
TACUERLA & GRILL " (ope

Authentic Mexican $pecialties

Mixed Fajitas
Shrimp and Salmon Tacos,
Baja Cali Diablo New York Steak Burrito

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11pm

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)

Orinda Village f-"mhquus

Tahing Ten dis e
in the

Frglish Manmer

Biaid ik

Mon. - Sat. 11 to 6 or by appointment
107 Orinda Way ¢ Orinda ¢ 925.254.2206

Park Place‘@‘

TH ADVISORS, INC
A Registered Investment Advisor
® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

Thank You Lamorinda
Community for your

Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed

We're open M-Th 11a - 9:00p Margaritas, Wine & Beer
everyday! Fri —Sat 11a - 9:30p Kids M
22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda Sundays 11a - 8:30p 1ds Menu

23 Orinda Way, Orinda (925) 258-9987

The UPS Store s

Our location:
21 Orinda Way Ste C
Orinda, CA 94563

support!

Books,
Gifts & Music

v/ Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v’ Printing Services
store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/2643

v“Notary Services
v~ Postal Services
v’ Business Services

276 Village Square,
Orinda

ORINDA  925-254-7606
BOOKS OPEN Mon-Sat 10-4

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

To advertise on

Shop Orinda
call 925.377.0977

ViCaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s
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Feng Shui
Health at home
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Painting a centrally located stairwell
yellow activates the earth element that
governs health, like in this Orinda home.

By Michele Duffy

Taking care of ourselves during these challenging,
unprecedented times underscores the importance
of addressing what we do have control over, and
creating a peaceful, calm and uplifting home.
Home should, ideally, restore balance and bring

Issue 10 Wednesday, July 8, 2020

greater harmony into our lives, providing a place
of refuge and well-being to weather life’s storms.
How can we attract better health and well-being

at home and create with Feng Shui the sanctuary
we need right now?

First, the health area is located in the middle
of the Feng Shui map or Bagua and this central
position is important to note since when we place
health as a priority, or centrally in our lives,
health will positively influence all the other life
areas. The health area symbology is the Yin/Yang
black and white symbol which is synonymous
with balance. The Yin/Yang symbol is not rigid or
fixed, it is always moving, flowing, and changing
to maintain balance. Movement of Qi or energy is
central to good Feng Shui and also to our health in
general. When Qi or energy flows easily and
moves around our home effortlessly, there is less
stagnation or opportunities for imbalances to
manifest.

Many of the imbalances we experience can
contribute to feelings of being stuck, anxious,
worried, fearful, angry or stressed out. If our
spaces are out of balance it will affect our health,
including physical, mental, emotional and
spiritual well-being. This can include too much
furniture, clutter, or uneven floorplan shapes.
Effective Feng Shui is like acupuncture for the
environment and functions to create healthy Qi
flow circulating around our homes so that we feel
nourished and supported when we are in them.

What is currently located in the center area,
the health and well-being area of your home? Is
there a bathroom? A staircase? Is there ample
natural light? A messy closet? What colors
dominate the space? Is the room used often or
not at all? Next, check to see what is in the center
of your bedroom? Is there a ceiling fan? Is the
ceiling slanted? Finally, what is also in the center
of your yard? Is there clutter in any of these
“center” location areas?

Some Feng Shui challenges might include
draining, rushing, depressing, cutting or no

.. read on Page D12

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Qi/energy circulating, and these and many other
unintended consequences will affect our health.
Make notes about what you found in all of these
“center” areas of the home, the bedroom and yard
and pay attention to your intuitive response in
these areas as well.

The Earth element rules the center/health
area of the Bagua, and is a natural fit for creating
good health. This element is activated by
introducing square shapes, yellow/orange/brown,
crystals, shells, rocks, ceramics, clay or slate to the
center of your home, bedroom or yard. In the
Five Elements creative cycle, fire creates earth, so
we can also place triangles, anything with the
color red, candles or lights to further support the
earth element for a healthy home. Adding the
earth element to the center of your home will
activate improved health and well-being.

In each home there exists a unique template
and so while these are good places to start your
healthy Feng Shui refresh, reviewing the health
details of your home with a pro yields
personalized results. Recently, with a new Zoom
client, we made a huge impact on increasing
well-being in her family’s home which is located
on the water. Having water behind the home can
be challenging, especially when water is seen
from the front entrance door. Her family had
faced many unnerving health (and financial)
challenges and now that everyone was at home so
much of the time, she wanted to ensure they were
together, creating a healthy home.

... continued on Page D4

The Yin/Yang
symbol represents
balance, health
and well-being
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"ESSeanbelle ‘ COMPASS Lamorinda home sales recorded
GROU} City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 7 $370,000 $3,315,000
MORAGA 3 $880,000 $1,400,000
ORINDA i3] $1,195,000 $3,800,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

867 Acalanes Road, $1,850,000, 6 Bdrms, 3974 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-28-20,
Previous Sale: $1,810,000, 10-05-16

935 Carol Lane, $1,268,500, 5 Bdrms, 2166 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-18-20

3716 Crestmont Place, $3,315,000, 4 Bdrms, 4291 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 05-19-20,
Previous Sale: $2,938,500, 06-04-18

1849 Del Rey Street, $950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1914 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 05-27-20,
Previous Sale: $299,500, 07-01-92

866 Revere Road, $1,242,500, 4 Bdrms, 2117 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 05-18-20

3569 Silver Springs Road, $370,000, 4 Bdrms, 1951 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 05-21-20,
Previous Sale: $115,000, 09-01-77

11 Silverhill Way, $1,555,000, 4 Bdrms, 3207 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 05-19-20,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 07-06-18

MORAGA

785 Augusta Drive, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2195 SqFt, 1978 YrBIt, 05-29-20,
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 11-16-17

192 Cypress Point Way, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1644 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,040,000, 06-21-19

1716 Saint Andrews Drive, $880,000, 2 Bdrms, 1464 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $700,000, 05-19-09

ORINDA

1 Aghalee Road, $1,960,000, 4 Bdrms, 2010 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 05-29-20

390 Camino Sobrante, $1,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 2344 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 05-27-20,
Previous Sale: $620,000, 12-18-10

392 Camino Sobrante, $1,525,000, 2 Bdrms, 2391 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 05-27-20,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 12-12-13

1 Casa Vieja, $1,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2057 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 05-27-20

3 Corte Bombero, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 1967 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 05-18-20

57 Davis Road, $1,670,000, 3 Bdrms, 2457 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,301,000, 04-01-15

6 El Caminito, $1,935,000, 6 Bdrms, 4855 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 05-19-20,
Previous Sale: $722,000, 02-12-99

50 El Castillo, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 3025 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 05-27-20,

Gorgeous New Construction in North Orinda Previous Sale: $1,235,000, 05-15-13
15 Dias Dorados ~ Upscale farmhouse with all the bells and 5 Heather Lane, $3,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 4720 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-19-20,
whistles! Stunning inside and out with elegant stone exterior Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 10-05-18

24 Mariposa Lane, $1,195,000, 3 Bdrms, 1318 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-28-20,

accents and timeless aesthetic. High ceilings, ship-lap siding, Previous Sale: $911.000, 06-10-05

slabs of stone and popular wide plank white oak hardwood

floors throughout. 5 Bd, 4 Bath, Office/6th Bd, .45 acre, two

large yard areas with lush lawns and patio. The wraparound
deck offers hillside views. Offered at $2,995,000

Nichole Farsai
Keller Williams East county

|
~ GLENN AND KELLIE
BEAUBELLE

925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

DRE: 02076984
PH: 925.234.5707
Email; Nicholefarsai@kw.com

KW EAST COUNTY

FELLERWY




Record Breaking
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PADDY KEHOE TEAM

7 Butler Dr, Lafayette - Multiple offers, 32 Sleepy Hollow Ln, Orinda - 1045 Los Arabis, Lafayette - 7 offers,
7 day close, all cash, $205k over list Multiple offers, $285Kk over list 7 Day close, all cash, $205k over list
Listed At $1,995,000 Listed At $1,750,000 Listed At $1,595,000
Sold At $2,200,000 Sold At $2,035,000 Sold At $1,800,000

List with the Paddy Kehoe
Team to get the highest
price for your home!

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Dave Schurhoff

9259979569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE 01834201 ]

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Christine Frazier

“Whether you're moving across town or across the country, selling or buying, Paddy Kehoe is the
realtor that you want to represent you. We contracted with him to sell our home in Lafayette in
the midst of a pandemic yet his confidence, professionalism and knowledge made no obstacle
insurmountable.

His enthusiasm was the first thing that impressed us but that was only the beginning. His vision
about the potential and possibilities for our home and future buyers instilled confidence that he
knew the market, the process and what it would take to sell our home at the best possible price.

Paddy’s hard work exceeded our expectations. We left our home and moved cross country while
Paddy took control and prepared it for sale. After being listed, our home sold in a week and the
process went more smoothly than we ever could have imagined. His predictions about the offers
we might get were right on the mark further proving his expertise in the Lamorinda market.

Paddy is SO much more than a realtor. He builds relationships. It was evident from the beginning
how much he enjoyed his career and how invested he was in the concerns of his clients. He got
to know us as people not just as clients and we got to know him in the same way. His outlook on
life and his advice helped us focus on what was important. In the end, it came down to building
new friendships and even learning a few life lessons along the way.” - Jo S.

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Brittany Hogan

925.550.2130 925.233.9061
christinefrazier@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01949722 DRE 01990287

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Color was an affordable way to adjust this
center/health located bathroom (red/fire
creates earth) to overcome draining bath Qi.
Try this Benjamin Moore color "Poppy."

Feng Shui

Health at home

By placing a large crystal (earth ele-
ment) ceiling light fixture in the center
(health/earth) of the home in the “great
room,” we addressed many Feng Shui
concerns with one adjustment. The crys-
tal (earth) chandelier adjusted and re-
fracted the view of the water from the
front entrance door and it activated the
health/earth element for the family’s
home. Now the room was warmly illu-
minated and spacious, and the home
grounded in possibility.

My client could not get over the dif-
ference this small change made in her
home, how it literally lifted the family’s
spirits and positively transformed the
overall energy in the space which had a
positive effect on everyone’s health.
Feng Shui neutralizes challenging issues
so that we feel better in our homes and
those positive vibes create the ground-
work for improved health, and can be
especially effective when also part of the
overall design of the home.
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FOR 3 MONTHS ON SELECT UNITS
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WE'RE HERE FOR YOUII! REMT FROM THE COMFORT
OF YOUR HOME
WHWW.SASPACE.COM
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(#Z5) 643-2026

WE SELL BOXES,
WARDROBE BOXES,
LOCKS, FURNITURE

COVERS & OTHER
PACKING SUPPLIES

Some quick tips to activate health in your own home environment:
Declutter your home and restore peaceful calm;
Discard broken, chipped or mismatched items;
Complete projects methodically, one at a time;
Clean the house with green products and enjoy peace of mind;
Balance your space with colors you love;
Place your bed against a solid wall facing the door;
Create in the bath a home spa with bath salt soaks, candles,
and soft lighting;
Eliminate depressing art or home items that do not bring you joy;
«  Allow a path to your front door that is free from spiky sharp
or overgrown foliage;
*  Clear kitchen counter tops and create calm;
*  Create a quiet spot near a sunny window for meditation,
reading or napping;
*  Create spacious and colorful uplifting views outside and clean
up the yard;
*  Fix plumbing so your personal plumbing works properly;
*  Ground/fix the electrical system and notice an uptick in your
own healthy circulation;
All doorways should be cleared and well-lit so adult voices are heard;
Clean windows for better insights and wisdom
Introduce neroli or eucalyptus essential oils diffusers in bathrooms;
Add flowering, colorful or fragrant plants to help refresh indoor air.

Personal Feng Shui tips for health:
Get moving, hike, bike, dance, whatever you enjoy doing but
move your Qi
»  Balance periods of intense activity with periods of rest and relaxation;
Be kind, patient, and helpful to yourself and others for greater
happiness;
Cleanse your life of negative people;
Contemplate impermanence and that this too shall pass;
Spend more time in nature;
Play uplifting music;
Spend time with emotionally supportive pets;
Eat more plants, vegetables and fruits;
Dab yourself with essential oils like Lavendar for peacefulness;
Place Himalayan salt lamps to eradicate EMF’s;
Switch social media, electronic devices, and TV’s off;
Sleep restfully and well.

Creating a home that is healthy and provides a sanctuary for

you and your family is now accessible and possible using Feng

Shui, so please let me know what you notice when you make
even a few of the suggestions, and please remember to email me
any questions at spaceharmony@gmail.com.

Michele Duffy, BTB M.E.S. is an Orinda resident
who, since 1999, enjoys creating “Space as
Medicine” Feng Shui one space at a time, as well as
hiking in nature, cooking, and spending time with
her family; Canyon Ranch Feng Shui Master,
International Feng Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon
Professional. To schedule a
professional 2019 Feng Shui i Ie
Consultation, contact Michele Mﬁfﬁh
at (520) 647-4887 or send an
email to
spaceharmony@gmail.com.
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Perched atop. a cul-de-sac
IN COVETED GLORIETTA
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101 Hillcrest Drive, Chinda

Be wowed upon entry into the open living room with fireplace and incredible ex-

pansive views! Living/family room opens to the updated kitchen with new cabinets, 7]
countertops, stainless appliances, subway tile backsplash and more!

The expansive, parklike, usable and mostly level backyard is waiting for the next

owner to take it to the next level! Thinking pool, pool house, vineyards, veggie beds,

gardens, fire pits, hot tubs, play structures...imagine the possibilities!

51,295,000

Amy Rose Smith .
Village Associates FINDING THE Right FiT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .

WWw.amyrosesm ith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 i AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




Fabulous Glorietta Home .

COMPASS

29 Overhill Road, Orinda
2798 SF | 4 Beds | 2.5 Baths. | .87 AC | $2,150,000

Privately set on .87 acre, this wonder-

ful home is ideal for indoor/outdoor Finola Fellner, Partner |
entertaining! The gracious interior The Beaubelle Group, Compass
spaces include formal living & dining Realtor®

rooms, large family room, great eat- 925.890.7807

in kitchen, additional bonus room,

vat ¢ ite and . finola.fellner@compass.com
private master suite and spacious DRE 01428834

secondary bedrooms - all with easy
access to the gardens, patios, water-
fall and views. Don't miss this incred-
ible opportunity. Call for your private
tour.

"“.(/))rr////u-//r

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License number 00625769. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from
sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is
not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



CB ORINDA REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN

MARAM BATA

VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI

JIM ELLIS

JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY
SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY
CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE
WALTER NELSON
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG
GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

SCOTT WINBURNE
FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

Orinda

Romantic Retreat with a View

Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

14 Berkeley Ave. $979,000

G3 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

LAMORINDA EXPERTS - GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

$4,250,000

20 Hacienda Circle
Stunning state of the art Orinda estate designed by Orinda architect Richard
Bartlett includes 8000+ sq. ft. comfortably situated on a flat 1.3-acre site
adjacent to the Orinda Country Club’s 13th hole. www.20haciendacircle.com

Lic#00878893,

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344; Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 #01270380

Orinda

N P

10 Rheem Bivd. $1,999,999
Quintessential Masterpiece
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.10Rheem.com Lic #01390784

Orinda

3193 Lucas Circle $1,650,000
3 Bd, 3 Bath, 1/2 acre lot
Melanie Snow 925-360-0344

Melanie@melaniesnow.com
www.melaniesnow.com

L= LA

28 Honey Hill Court $1,595,000
Move-in ready, meticulous 2845 sq ft
home on .69 acres

Shellie Kirby 925-872-4257
www.28honeyhil.com  Lic # 01251227

1 Madera Lane $1,625,000
Cul-de-sac with views. Remodeled master
retreat! 3 decks to enjoy outdoor living, large

play area w/tree swing. 2 car oversized garage!

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
www.1maderalane.com Lic#01272382

Oakland San Ramon

1175 66th Street $949,000

Christine Mason 925-900-5288
Christine@christineMason.me

duet in wonderful Vista Pointe!

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com www.homecb.com/1175-66thstreet-oakland 925-324-6246

www.14BerkeleyAve.com  Lic #01390784

Lic #00878893

i
‘s 337 Jade Court $849,000
Modern Oakland Condo w/Private Elevator 3BR | 2.5BA | 1732+SF. Gorgeous, bright

Valley View Ln. $3,195,000
Prestigious Luxury Estate
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.3ValleyViewLn.com  Lic #01390784

72 Corte Yolanda $1,649,000
Campolindo 2-Story w/pool
4 Bd, 3 bath, flat lawn on cul-de-sac

Michelle Holcenberg 925-324-0405
Lic #01373412

Walnut Creek

al T B

3303 hitehaven Dr. $1,299,000

Just Listed ~ Northgate stunner with pool

and flat yard. 4 Bd, 2.5 bath, one story

Michelle Holcenberg 925-324-0405
Lic #01373412

Martinez

0 Reliez Valley Rd $440,000

Build the home you've always dreamed of.

Mary Beth MacLennan/Tony Conte Beautiful mostly flat .72 acre lot.

Chad Morrison 925-330-1416

200 Hall Dr - $2,980,000
Mediterranean, artistic design. 5BR/3.5BA,
4400 sq ft on 5 acre secluded estate

Yan Heim 510-499-4709
www.200hallorinda.com  Lic #01965925

127 Warfield Drive $1,649,000
Updated/VIEWS!!/Near LP Grammar

Tom Stack 925-878-9964
Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

www.TomStack.com Lic #01501769

1549 Pyranees Pl. $999,000
Amazing value in heart of Walnut Creek

Ana Zimmank 925-640-6008
ana.zimmank@cbnorcal.com
Lic #00469962

=

312 Village View Ct. $7,000 LEASE
Stunning Orinda Woods, Single Story
Remodel w/attached garage

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225

Lic #02050542 marybeth@mbtcpartners.com Lic #01480008 ChadMorrisonHomes.com Lic # 01905614 Laura@lauraabrams.com Lic#01272382

Coldwell Banker Orinda

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &



Just Listed!
30 Rio Vista, Orinda

3 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms | 1,976 Sq. Ft. | Offered at $1,295,000

L A

. - -

‘Downtown Orinda Relreat

Well maintained 3 bed 2 bath only 1/2 mile to downtown, 1 mile to BART/freeway. Spacious
living room with large stone fireplace & French doors to a private deck. 2nd fireplace in formal
dining room with wall of original windows overlooking the property. Eat-in kitchen with granite
countertops, peninsula and walk-in pantry. Master suite on the main floor with wall and walk-in
closets. Master bath has a pitched ceiling and original handblown windows overlooking trees for
ultimate privacy. 2 bedrooms, bathroom, laundry facility and rec room downstairs, perfect for
kids to have their own space. Fabulous place to work from home with fiber optic Internet avail-
able. Work or study outside on large deck off living room or in the separate office downstairs with
own entrance. Detached 2-car garage with workshop. Front yard features an expansive flat lawn,
tree house & swing. Nestled amongst trees at the end of the street, feel like you are miles away
from it all yet you are walking distance to downtown Orinda.

*Differs from Tax Records

Claudia Gohler ELUXURY

claudia@claudiagohler.com
925.765.8081 | DRE# 01995498

(&

ASSOCIATES

93 Moraga Way, Orinda | Allinformation here redeem reliable but not guaranteed



It takes two to make BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

things go right.

The Brydon & Ives Team
is grateful to be honored with the
following two prestigious awards:

Real Trends America’s Best
Real Estate Professionals List

Eight-Time Winner of the
Five Star Professional Award

Coming Soon

1062 Larch Avenue, Moraga
5 Bed + Office/Bonus Room | 4 Bath | £ 3,986 Sq Ft
* 1.31 Flat Acres | $3,200,000

37 Stanton Avenue, Orinda
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | + 1,900 Sq Ft | £ .11 Acre

nsed by the Staf and

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

COMPASS



PREMIER

burton valley

Ideally positioned in the premier Burton
Valley, this classic California 2,120 sf,
3 bedroom, 3 bath home brings together

the tranquility of wine country. The half-acre
sweep of California oaks and the view of
rolling hills is ever present inside. Hardwood
and slate floors, updated, oversized gourmet open kitchen.
Expansive deck and a sprawling garden with views. Endless
possibilities for entertaining and family activities.

In consideration of the current climate, showing by appointment only.

EMcIl:lnir:

Lucas Circle OFFERED AT: $1,650,000

Melanie Snow CAL BRE #00878893
925.360.0344 cell
melanie@melaniesnow.com

3193 Lucas Circle, Lafayette, CA
3 bedrooms |3 bathrooms | 2,120 sq ft |.5 acres
3193LucasCircle.com ] coLowELL panKER REALTY MelanieSnow.com

3416 Moraga Blvd . Lafayette

Fabulous New Listing in Desirable Trail Neighborhood!

e 4 Bedrooms. | 2Baths | 1753 sf | Built 2016

New construction in 2016 with Impeccable Finishes

Beautiful Kitchen | Open Concept Great Room with 11’ Ceiling

High-End Appliances | 8’ Island with Statuary Marble | Quartz Counters
Extra Bonus Family Room | Interior Laundry

Gorgeous Master Suite | Oversized Clawfoot Tub | Walk-in Closet

Smart Home Features | Plantation Shutters | Wide Plank White Oak Floors
Level, Professionally Landscaped Back Yard with Lawn & Patios

Walk to Town, BART, Lafayette Elementary and Stanley Middle Schools
Access to Lafayette Trail and Leigh Creekside Park

p

“{ Linda Ehrich
. 925-698-1452

* Dre#01330298
linda@lindaehrich.com
@lamorindalinda

ASSOCIATES




Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
DRE 00943989 | 01051349
92571661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

300 Village View Court, Orinda $2,150,000

2+ Bed 2.5 Bath 2,500% SF 0.16* Acres w/Views

property, this magnificent single level home exudes elegance
redefined. With impeccable design, timeless finishes and
worry-free living, you will rediscover what 'home' should be.
The coveted end of cul-de-sac location offers unparalleled
privacy and optimized outdoor living spaces for year round
* entertaining and enjoyment.

Orindawoods

| 300villageview.com

| 3223 Brookwood Drive, Lafayette $1,195,000

4 Bed 2 Bath 2,150% SF 0.18* Level Acres

Tucked at the end of a cul-de-sac is this fabulous single
level, four bedroom, two bathroom home in the beautiful
Reliez Valley neighborhood. An excellent floor plan boasts
spacious rooms, an open gourmet kitchen / family room,
and a separate office or media room. The lovely secluded
flat back yard is the ideal complement to this hidden gem.
You don't want to miss this one!

New Listing

Private and serene resort-like setting

925.878.9964
TomStack.com

*

QLDWEL
BAMKER

Tom.Stack@camoves.com | reauty

DRE FONS0NTEF
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Guardians of the Garden Galaxy

| 5 * [} L

Integrated pest management creates a gorgeous garden oasis.

By Cynthia Brian

“Nature teaches beasts to know their friends.”
~ William Shakespeare

The gray turtle dove darted from the
mulberry tree to the wooden nest box and
back again. Thinking there must be eggs, I
grabbed my camera and discovered a baby
dove nestled in a hollowed nest with the
mother bird proudly standing guard. The
sounds of gentle cooing surrounded this
bucolic scene. I felt blessed that these birds
chose my garden to settle.

If you want a healthy, glorious summer
garden, beneficial insects, arachnids, birds,
amphibians and reptiles must call your
landscape “home.”

Many people scream at the sight of a
snake or a lizard and start swatting when
they witness a spider. However, these are

L

Photos Cynthia Brian

beneficial biologicals devouring the insects
and predators that capture prey that destroy
your garden. Everyone loves lady beetles,
known as ladybugs, and people understand
the value of bees, but did you know that
frogs, hoverflies, ground beetles, praying
mantids and lacewings are invaluable
friends to the garden?

The guardians of my garden galaxy are
plentiful and ubiquitous. Every day as I walk
through my oasis, I am greeted by numerous
lizards darting from rock to plant, frogs
hopping to hide under a leaf, spiders
weaving webs, bumblebees, hoverflies and
honeybees sucking the nectar from a variety
of species, and birds making nests and
dining on insects. My favorite garden
guardians are the kingsnakes that eat
gophers, moles, voles, and keep the
rattlesnakes away.

Our garden colleagues keep nature in
balance without the use of pesticides,
herbicides and insecticides. Using integrated
pest management, natural sources of
nutrients including compost and mulch will
fertilize and keep your garden healthy.

Here are some of the benefits of inviting
our flying, hopping, slithering, and scooting
comrades into your garden.

Birds:

As they fly from tree to tree, birds are
pollinators adding more blooms and fruit
which attract more birds. Birds eat a variety
of pests including mosquitoes, aphids, grubs,
slugs and spiders. Large birds such as owls
and hawks eat rodents including voles,
moles, squirrels, rats, and other unwelcome
critters. They help control weeds by eating
weed seeds. Watching birds and listening to
their song reduces stress.

Invite birds to your landscape by offering:

* A water source including a gurgling
fountain or birdbath.

» Birdhouses for shelter and nesting.

* Feeders for seed. Even putting a pie tin in
the bushes with seeds or picked clover and
dandelions will attract our feathered friends,
* Plant a selection of flowering plants,
shrubs, and berries for them to enjoy.

... continued on Page D14

An elaborate bird nest with eggs.



3540 Springhill Road | Lafayette | $4,250,000

An entertainer’s dream with welcoming spaces to gather.
5 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms and 2 half bathrooms
with detahced guest cottage/office.

3540Springhill.com

Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com

Lic.# 02084093 Sotheby’s

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

SOAKMONT

The Golden State Series
Now Available

Latest release of four

new homes in the new
Oakmont neighborhood.
Steps to Piedmont Avenue

Master planned for
optional with solar,
air conditioning, and
elevators to meet
owner's future in-law
suite needs.

Private Showings
by Appointment

Starting at $1,995,000

JUST LISTED

Campolindo Stunner 72 Corte Yolanda, Moraga

Two-story on a cul-de-sac with 4 bedrooms (could be 6), 3 baths and
private yard with sparkling pool and flat lawn area. Can't beat the
location and the neighborhood. On MLS July 9. Offered at 1,649,000.

Four bedroom, 2.5 bath single-story home in sought-after area with
large yard with pool, lawn and deck. Dramatic vaulted ceiling, new
flooring. Top-schools, close to parks. Offered at $1,299,000.

TheGoldenStateSeries.com

THE PRESCOTT | 4523 Howe Street

THE STINSON | 4521 Howe Street

- Open floor plans with expansive folding doors
lead out to the lovely private patio per plan

+ 3+ Bedrooms

+ 3+ baths

- Office space per plan

- Exquisite details in each unique home

Andrew Pitarre
Real Estate Consultant
4153429950
APitarre@gmail.com
DRE 01867911

e by the Stote of Co
med reliabl

s ot been verifed. Changes

o ond oides by Equol Housing Opporturiy o
ond

- Designer chef’s kitchen with commercial range

and stainless steel appliances per plan

- Spa-like master suite
- Ample closet and storage space
- 2 car dedicated parking space & garage

COMPASS

cense Number 01521235 Al moterilpresented herei s ntnded fo nformatoncl
e o il may e mads winout notice. No statement e 05t aceuacy of

in price,
entsand sasere footages re opproxmte This s not ntsnde 1o sl poperty arendy ed.

For more information about these two beautiful properties
& > go to www.holcenberg.com for 3D tours, floorplans, aerial
photography and much more.

www.holcenberg.com
B r- .
~ Michelle Holcenberg -
z Il Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area -
%eﬁe@holcenberg o —
-324-0405 3
RE #01373412

ll-"

traden !
otip LLC and franchised ofhces whlch are independently owned and operaled The
E tumAcl CalRE #01908304
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A frog SIts on the patlo rug

... continued from Page D12
Frogs and Toads:

Natural pest control. They eat caterpillars,
cutworms, bugs, beetles, grubs, slugs,
grasshoppers, and numerous other detrimental
insects.

Invite frogs and toads to your landscape by
offering:

* Anplace to hide. Frogs and toads are shy. They
prefer a cool, shaded area with lots of moisture
and plants. Turn over a flowerpot and they will
make a house.

* A pond allows them to lay eggs. Have fun
watching tadpoles.

Lizards:

Reptiles are excellent eaters of garden pests
including slugs and harmful insects.

A plethora of lizards living in your landscape
is an indicator of a healthy ecosystem. The food
you grow will be free of heavy metals and
pesticides since lizards cannot thrive in a
hazardous environment.

Invite lizards to your landscape by offering:

*  Only natural methods of pest control.

* Avoidance of all weed killers.

*  Mulch to regulate moisture in the soil.

*  Rocks, bricks, or stones for sunbathing.

* A saucer or small container with water for
drinking.

Snakes:

Garter snakes and kingsnakes are especially
beneficial in our area because they eat insects
and rodents. One snake can devour an entire rat

OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

A King snake keeps the voles, moles, rats, and rattlers away.

family in two weeks. Kingsnakes also kill
rattlesnakes and keep them away. Make sure to
learn the good snakes from the poisonous ones.

Invite snakes to your landscape by offering:

* Ahiding place in bushes, tree stumps,
driftwood, or even metal panels.

* A water source on the ground, a small
birdbath, fountain, or the “butterfly bowl”.
Ladybugs:

»  Also known as Lady beetles or Ladybird
beetles, their larvae look like alligators. Both the
adults and larvae are voracious general pest
predators of aphids, beetles, caterpillars, lace
bugs, mealybugs, mites, scale, whiteflies, and
insect eggs. The larvae consume over 40 aphids
per hour and an adult ladybug will consume over
5,000 aphids in a lifetime. If you have a small
garden or a minimal pest population in a large
garden, they will fly away. Rejoice because your
garden is organically balanced.

Invite ladybugs to your landscape by offering:

* A wide range of flowering plants to attract
and keep them on site.

Hoverflies:

Also known as syrphid flies or flower flies,
hoverflies earned their name by hovering over
flowers to sip the nectar, much like
hummingbirds. They look similar to bees but they
do not sting and are not harmful to humans. The
adults are primarily pollinators and the larvae
are pest predators, crawling along plant surfaces
searching for prey. They seize the insect, suck out
its contents, and discard the skin. They mimic
bees and wasps to protect themselves from
predators but have two wings instead of four.

925-377-0977

Wednesday, July 8, 2020

Lad'ybugs in various stages o
barley stems.

Invite hoverflies to your landscape by offering:

* Avariety of nectar and pollen-producing
plants such as aster, calendula, cornflower,
cosmos, dill, fennel, lavender marigolds, mint,
statice, zinnia, wild mustard, and sunflowers.

» Food throughout every season by timing
plantings for continuous blooms.

Spiders:

Spiders help maintain a healthy balance in your
garden by eating harmful pests from spring
through winter. By controlling the bad insects,
they reduce plant pathogens that damage plant
tissues. Most spiders are peaceful. The most
common web builder is the yellow and black
spider, and the black wolf spiders are active
hunters.

Invite spiders to your landscape by offering:

*  Grass clippings, mulch, lush bushes, and
perennials for habitat.

*  Cover crops such as clover and vetch and
hedges like boxwoods are havens for spiders.

» Sunflowers, vining beans, and corn as well as
other tall flowers are excellent for webs.

Grow a diversity of plants, eliminate
pesticides, herbicides, and insecticides to attract
beneficial insects, birds, spiders, reptiles, and
numerous other guardians of our garden galaxy.
By providing the basic needs of food, habitat,
water, and shelter, you and your family will enjoy
increased outdoor amusement while learning an
appreciation of nature. Your garden will be their
dinner table and their bedroom. Know your
friends and protect them.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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Bumblebees and hoverflies pollinate the

lavender.

Cynthia Brian is awed by a nest on a
redwood tree.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is
available for hire to help you prepare for your
spring garden. Raised in the vineyards of Napa
County, Cynthia is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach, as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501
c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including,
Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing
with the Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star You
Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Cynthia is available for virtual writing projects,
garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: D15

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

3

0 =

{_ family owned since 1933 )

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ Jewelry

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

519 Miner Road
Resort-like 7160 sqgft 5 bed/ 5 bath/
4 half bath custom gated estate
built in 2017 by Diamond

Construction. $8,995,000

ORIND

T,

737 Miner Road

Custom 5 bed/ 4 bath Orinda
Country Club estate home w/ easy
living &

indoor/outdoor garden

breathtaking views. $2 495 000

ORINDA

New Listing!

59 Citron Knoll

Two level detached 3 bed/ 3.5 bath
home facing Green Belt featuring
tall ceilings, hardwood floors &

E Car charger. $1,349,000

LAFAYETTE

ORINDA

Santa Barbara style 4232 sf 5+ bed
custom beautifully designed by Mark
Becker! Fabulous knoll site w/ pool &

$3,490,000

expansive lawns.

ORINDA

PR e

21 Los Arboles

Large 3736 sqgft 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
home on private cul-de-sac w/ easy
access to commute, top schools, &

recreation. $1,725,000
ORINDA
d

101 Hillcrest Drive
Updated 4 bed/ 2 bath home on .71
acres perched atop a coveted

Glorietta cul-de-sac. Fab commute

& top K-12 schools. $1,295 000

LAFAYETTE

ORINDA

-"-':ﬁ.'. .__ ,
220 Crestview Drive
Secluded 6 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
an expansive 1.4 acre lot, offering
a unique indoor/outdoor park-like

experience. $3,295,000

ORINDA

294 Orchard Road

Spacious 4 bed/ 3 bath on .46 acres
w/ solar heated pool, spa &
outdoor kitchen in highly sought

after location. $1,595,000

ORINDA

. Tl
30 Rio Vista
Well maintained 3 bed/ 2 bath

home w/ workshop, rec room, &
separate office. Just 1/2 mile to

downtown. $1,295,000

LAFAYETTE

3554 Springhill Road

Upgraded spacious 5 bed/ 4.5
bath contemporary of 5983 sqft
at end of Springhill. Includes

private office. $4,298,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

44 Prado Way

Private & gated 3 bed/ 3.5 bath
on 19.9 acres with 2 additional
rooms in highly coveted

neighborhood. $4,275,000

1982 Reliez Valley Road
Dream home boasting 4 bed/ 4.5
bath on 1.12 acres w/ amazing
gardens, pool, spa, outdoor

kitchen, and views. $2,880,000

11 Sandy Court
Custom built 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
Branagh home on cul-de-sac w/
high ceilings, wine cellar, 3 car

garage & office. $2’495’000
ORINDA

ol
W

15 Linda Vista
Beautifully maintained 4 bed/ 2
bath home featuring spectacular
views across the Orinda Country

Club & beyond. $1’435,000
MORAGA

g New Listing!

165 Danefield Place

4 bed/ 2.5 bath 2487 sqft home
featuring ideal home office & wrap
around deck. Close to Moraga

Country Club. $1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

-

1010 Woodbury Road 301
Sought after elegant top floor 3

bed/ 3 bath condo w/ 2 + car
garage. Secure access building

with elevator.

$2,735,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
Susan Layng
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



