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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Sweet, savory summer

Beautiful pink cherry plums hang on the tree.

By Cynthia Brian

“Steep thyself in a bowl of summer.” — Virgil

Summer! Just saying the word puts a
smile on my face.

Since I was a little girl, the months of July
and August were times of great joy, working
as a laborer picking or cutting apricots,
peaches, and pears in neighbors’ orchards or

Photos Cynthia Brian

fruit shed to earn money for college during
the day, followed by unwinding with evening
baseball games in the fields. Sundays were
spent with cousins and relatives swimming
in the pool at my grandparents’ vineyard.
Our parents would prepare a feast for dinner
after harvesting whatever vegetables were
ready in the garden while the kids braved
the thorny brambles to find the juiciest
berries for dessert. In the station wagon on

The Real Estate Quarter in Review .. read on Page D4

the way back to our ranch, we’d fall blissfully
asleep, our hearts filled with happy memao-
ries and our bellies pleasantly satiated, ex-
cept, of course, for my Dad, the driver.

Summer boasts a sweet and savory story
with harvests of corn, tomatoes, cucumbers,
peaches, pears, apples, plums, prunes, egg-
plants, zucchini, berries, peppers, and other
nutritious treats that will grace our dining
tables. Although this summer I won’t be
hosting any barbecue buffets, I still enjoy
picking fresh fruit in my orchard and eating
my home-grown vegetables. Pink cherry
plums are plump and especially delicious
this year as are the deep dark purple prunes.
Prunes and plums come from the same
genus, prunus, yet they are not identical.

... continued on Page D10

Shrub filled with black currant berries.



VLATKA BATHGATE

#1 Coldwell Banker Realtor in Orinda

IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com =,

CalBRE#01390784
i coLDweLL GLOBAL
TSR I:III LUXURY:

A Nature Embraced OCC Estate
3 Valley View Ln, Orinda

¥ .‘.n. i .I.

approx 5,409 sqft on 1.32 acre
Offered at $3,195,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 24 $1,010,000 $2,400,000
MORAGA 11 $660,000 $2,125,000
ORINDA 14 $815,000 $3,200,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3219 Apache Court, $1,270,000, 3 Bdrms, 1767 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-04-20

3232 Brookwood Drive, $1,845,000, 4 Bdrms, 3644 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $1,610,000, 06-13-17

7 Butler Drive, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 3606 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 06-05-20

376 Castello Road, $1,575,000, 5 Bdrms, 2319 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 06-09-20,
Previous Sale: $975,000, 09-28-07

3164 Cordova Way, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1840 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-05-20,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 06-03-16

905 Dewing Avenue, $2,225,000, 2 Bdrms, 1349 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 06-01-20,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 06-16-18

3550 East View Drive, $1,760,000, 3 Bdrms, 2782 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt, 06-09-20

3262 Elvia Street, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2964 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $196,000, 07-01-85

482 Florence Drive, $1,435,000, 3 Bdrms, 1813 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-01-20,
Previous Sale: $840,000, 09-22-04

638 Los Palos Drive, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2710 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $1,022,000, 03-16-01

3143 0Old Tunnel Road, $1,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 2013 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-10-20,
Previous Sale: $1,085,000, 08-24-18

569 Silverado Drive, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2585 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 02-21-17

1015 Silverhill Drive, $1,650,000, 5 Bdrms, 4877 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-22-20,
Previous Sale: $1,437,000, 07-17-17

3437 Stage Coach Drive, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 4042 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-29-20,
Previous Sale: $835,000, 10-01-91

3379 St Marys Road, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2791 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-12-20

1154 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,685,000, 5 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $1,600,000, 04-09-18

3266 Sweet Drive, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1202 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $1,395,000, 07-18-18

1045 Timothy Lane, $2,180,000, 4 Bdrms, 2833 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 05-26-17

1146 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,620,000, 2 Bdrms, 1089 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt,

06-09-20

1034 Via Media, $1,250,000, 2 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 06-08-20

1049 Via Nueva, $2,315,000, 4 Bdrms, 3057 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $395,000, 09-15-98

1029 Willow Drive, $2,282,500, 5 Bdrms, 3576 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-21-20,
Previous Sale: $1,760,000, 08-15-17

3980 Woodside Court, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2534 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 06-08-20

3375 Woodview Drive, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 2803 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $139,500, 09-01-77

... continued on Page D8
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LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chistinetive ﬁ/}«p/,,/,f/,ya;
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
WWW.DUDUM.COM 0:925.2841400 F:925.284.1411 0:925937.4000 F:925937.4001  0:925.800.3510 F:925.800.3520  O:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001
ADAM HAMALIAN 3495 BLACK HAWK ROAD, LAFAYETTE ~ $2,395,000 2671 MOSSY OAK DR., DANVILLE CALL FOR PRICE 472 KINGSFORD DRIVE, MORAGA BRYAN HURLBUT

$1,490,000
R

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

3526 EAGLE POINT ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $2,200,000

116 ALTA MESA COURT, MORAGA $969,000 1182 GLEN ROAD, LAFAYETTE $3,595,000

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

925.788.5449  JULIE DEL SANTO/MATT MCLEOD  925.818.5500  ZOCCHI & ASSOC/TERESA ZOCCHI ~ 925.360.8662

$3,100,000

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

| - s : : « = -;.;'..I. .
MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS 925.765.9095 JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053  TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

L 11 CANDLELIGHT LANE, LAFAYETTE ~ $2,079,500 11 KETELSEN COURT, MORAGA $1,385,000
925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.285.1093 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500  MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500  SMITH HOMES TEAM . 925.998.1914 925.765.9095

DRE# 01478540 DRE# 01426129
MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

-

A

L5

925.464.6500 415.990.1672 925.788.5449 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01313819 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

The second quarter of 2020 was surprisingly
strong although with a smaller volume of
closed sales on the residential side of Lam-
orinda real estate. The closings that oc-
curred were those that mostly went under
contract from mid-February to late May —
the beginning several weeks were in flux
because of the restrictions on showing
homes that were in place and then in-
creased once agents understood the allow-
able parameters of how to show houses.

Agents have not been able to hold physi-
cal broker or public open houses for several
weeks, but homes could and can be shown
either virtually or through appointments
with listing agents.

Supply started the quarter with less
than a typical amount of inventory, but that
increased through especially May and June.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors
statistics reported from April 1 through June
30, 65 single family homes closed in
Lafayette. This was a sharp decrease from
the 105 single family homes closed in the
same period one year ago. Sales prices
ranged from $950,000 to $3.338 million and
the average number of days on market was
15. In the year ago second quarter it was 22
days. The average sales price was
$1,794,912 — nearly the same as a year ago
when it was $1,779,112.

In Moraga there were 41 single-family
closings, which was down from 52 in the
year ago period. Prices ranged from
$900,000 to $2.265 million. The average sale
price was $1,548.585, again almost identical
to 2019 when it was $1,542,888 and 2018’s
$1,508,591. The average marketing time was
down slightly to 13 days from 17 days a year
ago.
In Orinda, the number of single-family
closings was down to 60 from 77 a year ago
and 97 in 2Q18. Sales prices ranged from
$785,000 to $3.8 million with an average
price of $1,808,271, a substantial increase

from $1,623,995 in this quarter in 2019. In
2018 it was $1,705,473 and $1,723,552 in
2017. It took an average of 25 days to have a
house go pending, about the same as the 23
days in the same period a year ago.

In the quarter ending June 30, on an av-
erage price per square foot basis, Lafayette
detached single-family homes sold at
$683.27. One year ago it was $708.33. It was
$693.66 per square foot in 2018. Moraga
homes sold for $651.11 — a continued in-
crease from the $620.42 in 2019 and up
from $577.39 per square foot in 2018.
Orinda was down again to $657.88 this
quarter from $672.90 a year ago and up
from $635.35 in 2Q2018.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was
99.6% of the final asking price. In Moraga it
was 100.5% and in Orinda it was 99.6%.
This is the first time in several quarters
where the average sales price was actually
below the average list price.

In the condominium/town home cate-
gory, Lafayette had three closings between
$815,000 and $1.825 million, Moraga had 10,
down from 20 a year ago and in 2018 when
there were 34. They ranged from $329,000
to $1.31 million. Orinda had none.

As of July 16, there were 100 homes un-
der contract in the MLS in the three com-
munities combined. A year ago, there were
78 homes under contract per the MLS in the
three communities combined. It should be
pointed out that there is only one foreclo-
sure. This increase can be partially ex-
plained by more homes coming on the mar-
ket in May and June and early July that were
withheld at the beginning of the pandemic.

Inventory remains relatively low. There
are 127 properties on the market and a year
ago there were 146 available properties in
the three communities combined.

There are “only” 45 properties on the
market in Lafayette — about the same as the
42 at this same time a year ago. Asking
prices in Lafayette currently range from
$795,000 to $5.495 million. In Moraga, buy-

ers have their choice of 37 homes or condo-
miniums listed between $440,888 and $3.2
million. A year ago at this time there were
34.

In Orinda there are 45 — again a huge
decrease from 70 on the market at the same
time a year ago. The list prices range from
$1.165 million to $8.995 million. And a few
are new construction in Wilder. There are
no bank-owned or short sales currently in
the MLS available in the three communities.

At the high end, 40 homes sold above $2
million in the three communities combined.
A year ago, there were 56. There are also 29
currently available above this amount in
Lamorinda.

Interest rates continue to fall making for
more affordability, and we are seeing some
buyers come to the area because they feel
they will likely not be commuting as much
(especially on the tech side) and feel that to
live further distances from San Francisco or
Silicon Valley is now more manageable.

Lastly, it is important to look at what
homes are selling for versus their list prices.
Often homes come on the market at unreal-
istic prices, and they do not sell, but in the
second quarter of this year still many
homes have had multiple offers and have
sold at or above the list price.

We are still seeing many buyers having
to make offers without the traditional con-
tingencies of obtaining financing or having
a home appraise or even having the home
inspected. Many sellers are now opting to
obtain pre-sale inspections in order to un-
derstand the condition of their homes and
to also prevent a buyer from trying to rene-
gotiate a lower price or repairs.

Of the 65 single family sales that closed
in Lafayette in the second quarter of 2020,
33 sold at or above the final list price.

In Moraga, 27 of the 41 sales were at or
above the asking price and in Orinda, 38 of
the 60 sold at or above the final listing price.



G3 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:

LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN

MARAM BATA

VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI

JIM ELLIS

JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY
SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY
CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE
WALTER NELSON
BRUCE NEWMAN
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG
GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

SCOTT WINBURNE
FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LAMORINDA EXPERTS - GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Lafayette
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Valley View Ln. $3,195,000
Prestigious Luxury Estate
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.3ValleyViewLn.com  Lic #01390784

20 Hacienda Circle $4,250,000
Stunning state of the art Orinda estate designed by Orinda architect Richard
Bartlett includes 8000+ sg. ft. comfortably situated on a flat 1.3-acre site
adjacent to the Orinda Country Club’s 13th hole. www.20haciendacircle.com

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344; Laura Abrams 510-697-3225  Lic#00878893,

#01272382
Orinda Orinda
o S

51 Silverwood Drive $2,650,000
Tranquil private estate on 1.33 acres
4 BR/3.5 BA, single level living

Linda Van Drent 510-913-7098
51SilverwoodDr.com Lic # 01051129

Orinda
=

212 El Toyonal $1,695,000
Quintessential Masterpiece Light filled Remodeled 2-Stry Rancher
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573 w/ Stylish architectural touches

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
3 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
www.10Rheem.com Lic #01390784 Lic#01272382

1 Madera Lane

127 Warfield Drive $1,649,000
Updated/VIEWS!!/Near LP Grammar

Tom Stack 925-878-9964
Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

$1,625,000

Views! Sunsets! and More Views!
Private end of the cul-de-sac location with
decks and lawn. Hide from the world!

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
www.1maderalane.com Lic#01272382

www.TomStack.com Lic #01501769

www.212eltoyonal.com

Orinda

San Ramon

il *l = .
66 Tara Rd. $1,165,000
Nature Lover’s Paradise Summit Ridge - HUGE VIEWS

Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573 3 bedroom, 2 2 bath, Stunning Remodel

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599
Lic #01390784 Lic #01327015

563 Monarch Ridge $1,095,000

59 Canyon Green Way $1,399,000
Resort Style Living

Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com Lana Fitzpatrick 925-872-4660

13 Valencia $1,249,000
Live, Play & Work! Updated with base-
ment and private yard with lush lawn.
59CanyonGreenWay.com Lic #01390784 Lic #01805218 www.66TaraRd.com

Oakland

1175 66th Street $949,000
Modern Oakland Condo w/Private Elevator
Christine Mason 925-900-5288 Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Christine@christineMason.me Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
Lic #02050542 www.OrindaRealty.com Lic #01390784

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

5316 Wdodgrove Ct $1,099,000
Crystal Ranch Dream Oasis
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.OrindaRealty.com Lic #01390784

503 Woodminster Dr. $9,000

Heart of Walnut Creek. 2 Oversized Prime, private setting
Brms, Lots of natural with light!

Ana Zimmank 925-640-6008
ana.zimmank@cbnorcal.com Lic #00469962

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x



5 bd + office | 4 ba | 4000 sqft | .73 acre
+ 1 bd, 1ba, full kitchen 'Carriage’ House

A graciously designed, traditional farmhouse that
exudes lovely New England charm in one of
Orinda’s most family-friendly locations.

Offered at $2,795,000

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A




Nature lover’s
IN MARVELOUS MORAGA.

12 Himberly Drwve, Moraga

Set at the end of a cul-de-sac on 4 glorious acres that back to 200 acres of open
space rests this beautifully built and perfectly designed home completed in 2003.
With a spacious and functional floor plan including; Grand Living Room with views
of Mt. Diablo, Formal Dining Room, large Chef's Kitchen / Family Room combo and
luxurious Primary Bedroom all on the Main level and each with French doors for
indoor/outdoor living at its best!

52,695,000

Amy Rose Smith .
Village Associates FINDING THE Aight FIT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com d . . .

www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 F AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




SOAKMONT

The Golden State Series

Now Available

Latest release of four

new homes in the new
Oakmont neighborhood.
Steps to Piedmont Avenue

Master planned for
optional solar,

air conditioning,
in-law suite and
elevators to meet
owner’s future needs.

Private Showings
by Appointment

Starting at $1,995,000

TheGoldenStateSeries.com THE PRESCOTT | 4523 Howe Street THE STINSON | 4521 Howe Street

- Designer chef’s kitchen with commercial range
and stainless steel appliances per plan

- Open floor plans with expansive folding doors
lead out to the lovely private patio per plan

- 3+ Bedrooms - Spa-like master suite

- 3+ baths - Ample closet and storage space

- Office space per plan - 2 car dedicated parking space & garage

- Exquisite details in each unique home

Andrew Pitarre
Real Estate Consultant
4153429950
APitarre@gmail.com

DRE 01867911 C @ M PA S S

tended for informati

ity laws. License Number 01527235, All materiol pres
ithdrawal may be made wi

'd abides by Equal Housing Opy

Experience
Matters

As a fifth generation family company, we
know that experience counts when it comes
to senior living. Merrill Gardens offers a
quality senior living environment and a
seasoned team that is here for you.

M MERRILL GARDENS

— —— LAFAYETTE

Call today to schedule your virtual visit!

(925) 272-0074 e merrillgardens.com
1010 Second Street, Lafayette, CA 94549 a

Lic #079200597

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care
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Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

MORAGA

63 Ashbrook Place, $1,557,500, 4 Bdrms, 2578 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-02-20,
Previous Sale: $885,000, 09-21-11

718 Augusta Drive, $989,000, 3 Bdrms, 2065 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $745,000, 06-25-09

164 Calle La Montana, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 2416 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-08-20

1435 Camino Peral, $660,000, 2 Bdrms, 1159 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $395,000, 03-05-10

762 Camino Ricardo, $1,735,000, 4 Bdrms, 2259 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 06-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 12-04-15

11 Gloria Court, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 1573 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-12-20

4 Huff Court, $1,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 1448 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $655,000, 05-19-10

117 Natalie Drive, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1942 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-04-20,
Previous Sale: $663,000, 11-14-12

1743 Spyglass Lane, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,310,000, 06-01-18

56 Warfield Drive, $1,543,500, 5 Bdrms, 2205 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $129,000, 06-01-78

180 Willowbrook Lane, $2,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 3000 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 06-11-20,
Previous Sale: $2,005,000, 02-28-17

ORINDA

15 Donald Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2977 SqFt, 1991 YrBIt, 06-10-20

51 Donna Maria Way, $1,899,000, 4 Bdrms, 3157 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-01-20,
Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 10-24-17

17 Estabueno Drive, $1,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 2564 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-11-20

513 Miner Road, $3,008,000, 3 Bdrms, 3825 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-12-20

458 Moraga Way, $815,000, 3 Bdrms, 1222 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-08-20

50 Muth Drive, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 3169 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 06-12-20

16 Oak Court, $2,055,000, 4 Bdrms, 3749 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $1,765,000, 10-25-04

49 Overhill Road, $2,700,000, 6 Bdrms, 4970 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,575,000, 07-08-15

5 Paintbrush Lane, $2,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 5269 SqFt, 2010 YrBlt, 05-19-20

4 Ramona Drive, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 1296 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 06-12-20

21 Sycamore Road, $2,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 4545 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 05-27-20

121 Tappan Lane, $2,999,000, 4 Bdrms, 3651 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 06-04-20,
Previous Sale: $1,610,000, 07-21-17

2 Van Ripper Lane, $3,200,000, 6 Bdrms, 4423 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-04-20,
Previous Sale: $2,735,000, 06-22-16

23 West Hill Way, $2,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 3016 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $2,150,000, 05-31-19
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J USt LiSted PADDY KEHOE TEAM

1985 Reliez Valley Road in Lafayette
4 Bed | 3 Ba | 3078 Sq Ft | Single Story Home | Sparkling Pool | Price Available upon Request

The Lamorinda market is seeing record-setting prices

. . . being driven by low interest rates and more buyers
o relocating from San Francisco and the Silicon Valley to

Lamorinda. Call us to list your home.

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Dave Schurhoff Christine Frazier Brittany Hogan
9259979569 925.550.2130 925.233.9061
dave.schurhoff@compass.com christinefrazier@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
- DRE 01834201 W | DRE 01949722 DRE 01990287
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is C @ M P ﬁ S S
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

o S PR

Cynthia’s mom’s Italian traditional tomato
summer salad grown in the garden.

... continued from Page D1

Plums are usually round, red or yellow,
whereas prunes are oval-shaped and purple,
almost blackish with a pit that dislodges
easily. Plums and prunes are also related to
cherries, peaches and almonds, all in the
family prunus. This season my cherry plums
have a distinct flavor of peaches. My peaches
aren’t ripe, but they are planted close to the
plums. Every year the taste varies. Because
cherry plums are the size of cherries and
quite crunchy when not over-ripe, I freeze a
few and eat them like a popsicle. Sometimes
I add the frozen plum to my beverage for an
enlivening alternative to ice. I plan on
dehydrating some of the prunes or drying
them for future use.

My girlfriend, Nora, is a huge fan of black
currants, also known as cassis. Over 30 years
ago her dad gave her a cutting from their
family currant shrub to plant in her garden.
Harvesting the currants brings a sweet
memory of the times she spent with her

Sweet, savory summer

Crocosmia, the firecracker plantis a
hummingbird magnet and great for cutting.

doctor dad. This year’s crop was profuse.
She’ll freeze a few cartons of these tasty,
complex, and medicinally useful fruit for her
family’s winter enjoyment. My black currant
flowers were prolific, yet my berries were
disappointing. A handy tool for harvesting is
a Scandinavian berry picker that eliminates
having to pluck single berries one by one.

It wouldn’t be summer without the sweet
and savory ingredients of fresh-picked corn,
cucumbers, and heirloom tomatoes. If you
are not growing any, farmers' markets have
bushels ready to buy. I soak the ears of corn
with the husk on in a bucket of water for an
hour, then, pull back part of the husks, lather
with a basil-garlic butter, and steam them on
the barbecue. Yummy! My mother’s tomato
salad has been a family tradition for ages.
Slice heirloom tomatoes, red onions and
cucumbers. Add chopped garlic and red,
orange, or green bell peppers. Dress with
olive oil, wine vinegar, and balsamic. Season
to taste. Voila! A beautiful and scrumptious
summer salad.

Photos Cynthia Brian

Purple prunes hanging from the branch.

Finally, don’t forget to cut a few stems of
“pretties” to add to a vase. Right now, the
crocosmia or firecracker plant is in full
bloom and makes a fantastic cut flower.
Leave several in the garden for the hovering
hummingbirds. Don’t forget to refill
fountains so that our bird friends can have a
refreshing drink or bath.

Fire season is ramping up and with the
recent winds, wildfires could easily ignite.
Make sure to cut any tall grass or weeds, trim
low hanging branches, clean gutters, and
remove debris from around your property.

GardenComm: Garden Communicators
International just notified me that I won the
2020 Media Awards Silver Medal of
Achievement for a Journalism Newspaper
Article, presented by out of 160 entries for
my Lamorinda Weekly article, “Scary, scary
night.” I am honored for this major award
and encourage you to have another look at
that winning entry because it will help you
prepare your landscaping for fire resistance.

... continued on next Page
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... continued from Page D10

With this Covid-19 pandemic, the smoke from wildfires has the potential to be extra dangerous or deadly. Read “Scary, scary night” at
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1318/Digging-Deep-with-Goddess-Gardener-Cynthia-Brian-Scary-scary-night.html

Read about the award here:
www.shwire.com/press-releases/cynthia-brian-receives-silver-medal-of-achievement-in-the-national-2020-gardencomm-media-awards-1296930.htm#

May you enjoy a sweet and savory -
summer of social distancing and wearing
masks.

Be healthy, hopeful, and positive.
Steep thyself in a bowl of summer. I am!

Happy gardening. Happy growing.

Corn stalks growing.

Mc

»
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Summer smiles with Cynthia Brian.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is
available for hire to help you prepare for your
spring garden. Raised in the vineyards of Napa
County, Cynthia is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach, as well as the Founder and : ) \ "
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 0 famlly owned since 1933 )

3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including,

Clie b Sy Fau e Conlenens ool Guiontin, Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
with the Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star You )
Are! Millennials to Boomers at Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts  Jewelry

www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Cynthia is available for virtual writing projects,

garden consults, and inspirational lectures. www.mcdonnellnursery.com
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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Santa Barbara style 4232 sf 5+ bed
custom beautifully designed by Mark
Becker! Fabulous knoll site w/ pool &

expansive lawns.

$3,490,000

ORINDA
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A =% New Price!

21 Los Arboles
Large 3736 sqgft 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
home on private cul-de-sac w/ easy
access to commute, top schools, &

recreation. $1,689,000
MORAGA

New Listing!

12 Kimberly Drive

Split level nature lover's paradise on
4 acres set at the end of a cul-de-
sac Includes 5 bed/ 3.5 bath & views

of Mt. Diablo! $2,695,000

LAFAYETTE

New Price!

3554 Springhill Road

Upgraded spacious 5 bed/ 4.5
bath contemporary of 5983 sqft
at end of Springhill. Includes

private office. $3,988,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

220 Crestview Drive

Secluded 6 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
an expansive 1.4 acre lot, offering
a unique indoor/outdoor park-like

experience. $3,295,000
ORINDA

LR 'l:'.—
15 Linda Vista
Beautifully maintained 4 bed/ 2

bath home featuring spectacular
views across the Orinda Country

Club & beyond. $1,435,000
MORAGA

165 Danefield Place

4 bed/ 2.5 bath 2487 sqft home
featuring ideal home office & wrap
around deck. Close to Moraga

Country Club. $1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

3416 Moraga Boulevard

Gorgeous 2016 new construction 4
bed/ 2 bath home w/ Smart Home
features in one of Lafayette's most

desirable locations. $1 ,795,000

11 Sandy Court
Custom built 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
Branagh home on cul-de-sac w/
high ceilings, wine cellar, 3 car

$2,495,000

garage & office.

325 El Toyonal

Private custom 5 bed/ 3 bath home
with updated baths and kitchen,
hardwood floors, and charming

curb appeal. $1,399,000
MORAGA

Peaceful upper end single level
3 bed/ 2 bath condo w/ updated
kitchen & baths. Washer & dryer

included.

$640,000

WALNUT CREEK

3 New Listing!
2998 Saklan Indian Drive

Rossmoor Cassia model w/ level-in
entry. Beautiful upgrades and lots
of light. 2 Bed + office . Lovely views

of Oak Grove. $995,000

ORINDA

737 Miner Road
Custom 5 bed/ 4 bath Orinda
Country Club estate home w/ easy
indoor/outdoor garden living &

breathtaking views. $2’49 5,000

ORINDA

5 SR
30 Rio Vista
Well maintained 3 bed/ 2 bath

home w/ workshop, rec room, &
separate office. Just 1/2 mile to

downtown. $1,250,000

LAFAYETTE

44 Prado Way

Private & gated 3 bed/ 3.5 bath
on 19.9 acres with 2 additional
rooms in highly coveted

neighborhood. ¢4 575 000

PLEASANT HILL

e ) S L

'{'_F—'--—.L!f“- -
New Listing!
103 Glenbridge Court
Two-level 2 bed /2.5 bath condo

w/ courtyard entry conveniently
located near shopping &

commute.

$515,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
Susan Layng
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





