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Lamorinda School Bus
program suspended

By Pippa Fisher

On top of the many stresses
and uncertainties parents are
facing during this coming
school year, the news that the
Lamorinda School Bus pro-
gram is being suspended, is
yet another challenge.

In a letter to parents,
Lamorinda School Bus Pro-
gram Manager Whitney Si-
mon said it was with heavy
heart that the bus service
would be suspended until
further notice; a decision Si-
mon says was not made
lightly.

Specific state guidelines
for school buses during the
pandemic require the need
for reduced seating capacity
in order to practice safe social
distancing, and that an aide
be assigned to all buses to en-
sure students abide by the
distancing and to conduct
symptom screenings. Typi-
cally there are 36 students per
route with some of the middle
school routes at 58 students
per bus. The new regulations

would reduce that number to
a maximum of 14 students per
bus, which says Simon, is fi-
nancially unfeasible.

Furthermore Contra Costa
Transportation Authority has
notified the program, which is
funded by 60% from the
county’s Measure J sales tax
revenue, and by 40% from
parents’ fees, that it will re-
ceive a 16.5% reduction in
funding due to a loss in sales
tax revenues. This combined
with reduction in ridership
and the cost of paying for ad-
ditional aides makes provid-
ing the service impracticable
until health orders allow such
guidelines to be removed.

While local schools will
likely begin with remote
learning, they may return to a
hybrid model offering some
in-person classes, and Simon
says she is working to explore
the availability of online re-
sources for families to con-
nect with other families in
their class cohorts to develop
carpools and hopes to reach
out to parents soon with a
survey.
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

925.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484
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Lazy days of summer, with
some restrictions

The signs are a reminder that even
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here, it is not exactly “back to usual”

By Pippa Fisher

If it weren’t for all the walkers
and joggers sporting facemasks,
one might think that all is back
to normal at the Lafayette
Reservoir.

And to some degree it is.
Both the outer rim and the lower
paved trails are open. The
crowds are back as usual on
these summer mornings before
the heat builds. Fishermen can
be spotted on the banks enjoying
the peace of the Res. Officials are
monitoring and enforcing park-
ing rules.

But the visitors’ center is
closed. The boats remain docked,

and the playground areas are
taped off and closed. Private boat
launching, barbecues, and picnic
tables are all unavailable. Water
fountains are off-limits apart
from four located around the
paved trail and only selected re-
strooms are open.

Meanwhile the rangers are
happy to see folks back enjoying
the beautiful space. They say
mostly people are cooperating
with social distancing and
facemask-wearing requirements.

And until restrictions are
loosened, that’s the plan — wear a
mask and keep your six-foot
distance.

Your Strategic Partner
When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!
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As always, | am here to help ...
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
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Lafayette
Public

TARAYEYTS Meetings

City Council
Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m.

Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Wednesday, Aug. 3, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Don Tatzin
Community Hall

Design Review

Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m. Lafayette
Library & Learning Center. 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Arts & Science Discovery
Room

E E MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Nominated by SCORE
for Qutstanding

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Woman-Owned Small Business

925.330.1988

hefloadcaretreamoves.nel
v carefreemaves. net

COMPASS

Wonderland. Utopia. Paradise
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1062 Larch Avenue, Moraga
5 Bedrooms + Office | 4 Baths | £3,986 Sq Ft | £1.31 Flat Ac

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

License Number 01527235. Al
cy of any description.
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Exceptionally extraordinary private
gated oasis surrounded by unparalleled
beautiful grounds, seating, and
entertainment areas in every direction.
Perfect culmination of architectural
significance and livability.

Must see it to believe it!

1062LarchAvenue.com
$3,200,000
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