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MOFD conducts wildland training exercises at Painted Rock in June.
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High fire danger prompts new MOFD ordinance

By Nick Marnell

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District bolstered its ag-
gressive fire prevention program and took a major,
unprecedented step to help reduce fire risk by pass-
ing a local ordinance banning open burning and
recreational fires during periods of high fire danger.
“Every year, open burning, campfires, bonfires
and recreational fires escape control and require an
emergency response from fire agencies,” Fire Mar-
shal Jeff Isaacs wrote in a staff report. “By restrict-
ing the time of year that open burning is allowed,
we can reduce the threat to our community posed
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by uncontrolled wildfire.”

The 2020 fire season is off to an ominous start.
A 2-acre grass fire east of the Highway 24 Wilder
off-ramp June 11 required a second alarm fire re-
sponse. Over the Independence Day weekend, the
Contra Costa County Fire Protection District re-
sponded to 80 vegetation fires and 13 structure
fires. And the following week, the spread of a vege-
tation fire in Moraga was slowed by previously
completed fuel mitigation efforts.

Historically, the worst is on the way. Which is
why the district board passed an urgency ordinance
at its July 15 meeting to ban open burning and
recreational fires during periods of high fire danger,

which the district considers as running from late
July until the fall rains arrive.

“After attempts at education, the penalty will be
$500 for each day of violation,” Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker said.

The prohibition does not apply to manufactured
products such as gas barbecues or fire pits that
comply with the district fire code, or to campfires
on private lands with an MOFD-issued fire permit.
Enclosed barbecues do not produce embers, the
chief said, and flying embers are a major problem
during periods of high fire danger.

The ordinance takes effect Aug. 15.

BARBARA ¥ BRAWNER

PRESENTS

20 Robert Road, Orinda | $1,675,000

4 Bedroom | 2 Bath | 2,397 Sq Ft | .33 acre

Barbara Brawner JD | Realtor | 925.212.7672 | Barb@BarbBrawner.com | DRE 01922264
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Schools to reopen online; different hybrid models may follow

By Sophie Braccini

The recent spike of COVID-19 cases in Contra Costa
County spurred many school districts to make the de-
cision to reopen remotely, even before Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s July 17 mandate was given to do so. Each of
the four Lamorinda school districts have developed
their own hybrid models for opening if the requisite
reduction in infections in the county holds for a con-
secutive 14 days, and other factors trend positively.

The governor gave school districts the guidance
they had all been asking for: as long as a county is on
the state’s watch list, schools in that county won't be
permitted to reopen classrooms.

The Acalanes Union High School District made
the decision July 14 to start the year online, and the
Lafayette School District made the same decision July
15 on a split vote. Orinda Union School District on
July 13 had decided to reopen using different hybrid
models for elementary and middle school students,
and during its study session on July 16 the Moraga
School District was leaning toward distance learning.

Numerous parents at these meetings supported
the idea of a hybrid model as recommended by the
American Academy of Pediatrics for the wellness of
the children, and the federal recommendation to do
so for economic reasons. Working parents stressed
that they had to return to work and that finding su-
pervision for their children would be difficult. Many
also noted that most students did not learn efficiently
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during the spring quarter, were depressed and
demotivated.

But as superintendents and the governor noted,
safety for children and staff comes first. When the
Moraga School District polled its teaching staff, nearly
60% said they were ready to return to teaching in a
hybrid model. Others either did not want to or could
not return to campus. All districts noted that the need
for additional substitute teachers would be a great
concern with a hybrid model.

All the districts stressed the fact that online
learning this time around will not be the same as
what happen in the spring when staff had to pivot
within a few days. They acknowledged that the spring
had been far from optimal. This time would be differ-
ent, they promised.

The tasks forces that have worked during the
summer have chosen new models that will guarantee,
according to them, the robust educational experience
the governor is asking for.

Aida Glimme, Associate Superintendent, Educa-
tional Services at the AUHSD, explained that the dis-
trict will comply with Bill 98 that requires that atten-
dance be taken by teachers every day, that proce-
dures be set in place if students are absent for more
than 60% of instruction per week, and that live inter-
action (synchronous education) with teachers happen
daily.

All districts also offer families the option of
choosing the online platform FuelEd if they want to

keep their children off-site for a whole semester. That
system offers a full integrated platform and teachers
can personalize the content depending on their peda-
gogy.

The districts have worked hard at defining a hy-
brid model that can maximize instructional hours
and minimize exposure of teachers, especially in
middle and high school. At the beginning of the sum-
mer there were promises that the schedules would
align among districts to make the life of families with
children of different ages easier; but in the end,
everyone claimed to have found the best solution for
their stakeholders and they are all different from one
another.

For all the high schools Monday will be a day of
online learning for the students, and their teachers
will have an afternoon of professional development.
For the rest of the week, the periods will be shortened
to one hour and 25 minutes with 15 minutes between
classes to clean up and move. Students will be orga-
nized into two groups A and B - most likely alphabeti-
cally. Group A will attend class in person on Tuesday
and Thursday and be online Wednesday and Friday.
The opposite will be true for group B. The distance
learning schedule will mirror this blended model,
with shorter periods: one hour only, and Monday
dedicated to asynchronous learning for students and
development for teachers.

... continued on Page A9
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2020 Art and Wine Festival canceled

By Pippa Fisher

Although it was probably inevitable,
it wasn’t official until July 7 when the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce is-
sued a statement canceling this
year’s Art and Wine Festival in light
of the growing number of new cases

of COVID-19 in the Bay Area and in
the interest of health and safety.

Explaining that they had been
“holding out for the miracle that just
did not come in time,” the statement
said that canceling the event was the
last thing they wanted.

Chamber Executive Director Jay
Lifson described losing the event as a

tough blow to the community, the
businesses, the artists, and the guests
that often total more than 80,000.
“The revenue generated helps
pay for our valued community ser-
vices (like Trick or Treat Street and
our Rock the Plaza Concert Series)
and has donated well over $500K to
the non-profit beneficiaries we sup-

port including our schools,” Lifson
said.

Meanwhile the Chamber has its
sights set on next year’s event. The
25th Annual Lafayette Art and Wine
Festival is already on the calendar
for Sept. 18 and 19, 2021.

Lafayette mayor to retire from council in November
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Mayor Mike Anderson, pictured here with Vice Mayor Susan Candell at a
December 2019 city council meeting, announced he will not run for

re-election in November.

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette’s current longest-serving
city council member has announced
that he will not be running for re-
election this November.

Mayor Mike Anderson made his
intention clear at the July 13 city
council meeting, describing his 16
years on the council as a ‘half-Tatzin’
- a reference to former Mayor Don
Tatzin’s 33 years on the council.

“It’s been a great run,” said
Anderson.

Anderson has served the city for
over 20 years. He was appointed to
the planning commission in Novem-
ber 2000, and elected to the city
council in November 2004.

All council members expressed
their gratitude and sadness on hear-
ing the news, described by City
Council Member Steven Bliss as an

“immeasurable loss to our city
council.”

The city council has three four-
year seats up for grabs in November.
The filing period runs from July 13 to
Aug. 7, with that date extended to
Aug. 12 for seats for which the in-
cumbent has not filed.

To be eligible, those interested in
filing must be a citizen of the United
States, at least 18 years of age, and be
a registered voter and a qualified
elector of the city of Lafayette. The
candidate is responsible for deliver-
ing all signed original documents to
City Clerk Joanne Robbins. Due to
current COVID-19 restrictions, nomi-
nation papers will be issued by ap-
pointment only. Face masks and so-
cial distancing will be required.

To schedule an appointment with
the city clerk call (925) 284-1968 or
email jrobbins@ci.lafayette.ca.us

Terraces — next stop, city council for decision

By Pippa Fisher

The Terraces’ future has been esca-
lated to the city council for a final
decision.

City Council Member Cam Burks
officially announced his appeal of the
June 30 Planning Commission’s deci-
sion to approve the Terraces land use
project application, by email and at
the council meeting July 13, coming

in under the two-week deadline to
file an appeal.

“I believe that this project and
decision is of such profound impor-
tance to the city and people of
Lafayette, that it should be heard by
the full, elected city council,” said
Burks.

Planning commissioners had
voted 5-2 in favor of approving the
project but not without voicing con-

cerns over traffic and safety issues in
an emergency evacuation situation.

The controversial project for 315
apartments to be built on a 22-acre
lot on Deer Hill Road includes 20
percent of the units offered as low-
income housing and as such has pro-
tection under the Housing Account-
ability Act.

The city has two more allowable
meetings on this project according to

state law. But it is likely that any de-
cision on this case will wind up in le-
gal action; litigation that according to
the applicant’s attorney could cost
the city up to $15.75 million if courts
find the city acted in bad faith in
denying the project.

City Manager Niroop Srivatsa
said at the meeting she expected the
council’s hearing on the Terraces
would take place in early August.

Just Listed

127 Scenic Drive, Orinda | $1.998,000

5 Bedroom | 3.5 Bath | 2,969 Sq Ft + 235 Sq Ft Office/Gym

I'm honored to be able to offer my childhood home for sale. Such fond memories of growing
up on Scenic Drive; walking to Meadow Swim & Tennis for swim team, climbing big statuesque
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Oak trees and riding my Schwinn bicycle to Glorietta Elementary.

Completely updated with breathtaking views and privacy, this beautiful property is available
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for the first time in 55 years.

Barb Brawner JD

Realtor
925 212 7672

Kurt Piper Group

barb@barbbrawner.com

KurtPiperGroup.com

DRE 01922264

C@MPASS

We have successfully helped
14 Sellers and Buyers
with their home sales/purchases

We can navigate this market
and set of circumstances.

We would be happy to discuss
any real estate needs and
answer any questions!

Patricia & Ashley Battersby
Brokers/Partners

(925) 330-6663, DRE# 01407784
(925) 323-9955, DRE# 00854469
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
pb@patriciabattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
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Lamorinda School Bus
program suspended

By Pippa Fisher

On top of the many stresses
and uncertainties parents are
facing during this coming
school year, the news that the
Lamorinda School Bus pro-
gram is being suspended, is
yet another challenge.

In a letter to parents,
Lamorinda School Bus Pro-
gram Manager Whitney Si-
mon said it was with heavy
heart that the bus service
would be suspended until
further notice; a decision Si-
mon says was not made
lightly.

Specific state guidelines
for school buses during the
pandemic require the need
for reduced seating capacity
in order to practice safe social
distancing, and that an aide
be assigned to all buses to en-
sure students abide by the
distancing and to conduct
symptom screenings. Typi-
cally there are 36 students per
route with some of the middle
school routes at 58 students
per bus. The new regulations

would reduce that number to
a maximum of 14 students per
bus, which says Simon, is fi-
nancially unfeasible.

Furthermore Contra Costa
Transportation Authority has
notified the program, which is
funded by 60% from the
county’s Measure J sales tax
revenue, and by 40% from
parents’ fees, that it will re-
ceive a 16.5% reduction in
funding due to a loss in sales
tax revenues. This combined
with reduction in ridership
and the cost of paying for ad-
ditional aides makes provid-
ing the service impracticable
until health orders allow such
guidelines to be removed.

While local schools will
likely begin with remote
learning, they may return to a
hybrid model offering some
in-person classes, and Simon
says she is working to explore
the availability of online re-
sources for families to con-
nect with other families in
their class cohorts to develop
carpools and hopes to reach
out to parents soon with a
survey.
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 33 years.

925.376.7777
keith.katzman@compass.com
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Lazy days of summer, with
some restrictions

The signs are a reminder that even
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here, it is not exactly “back to usual”

By Pippa Fisher

If it weren’t for all the walkers
and joggers sporting facemasks,
one might think that all is back
to normal at the Lafayette
Reservoir.

And to some degree it is.
Both the outer rim and the lower
paved trails are open. The
crowds are back as usual on
these summer mornings before
the heat builds. Fishermen can
be spotted on the banks enjoying
the peace of the Res. Officials are
monitoring and enforcing park-
ing rules.

But the visitors’ center is
closed. The boats remain docked,

and the playground areas are
taped off and closed. Private boat
launching, barbecues, and picnic
tables are all unavailable. Water
fountains are off-limits apart
from four located around the
paved trail and only selected re-
strooms are open.

Meanwhile the rangers are
happy to see folks back enjoying
the beautiful space. They say
mostly people are cooperating
with social distancing and
facemask-wearing requirements.

And until restrictions are
loosened, that’s the plan — wear a
mask and keep your six-foot
distance.

Your Strategic Partner
When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!
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Highest Price Sold
Lowest Price Sold

As always, | am here to help ...
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Lafayette
Public

TARAYEYTS Meetings

City Council
Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m.

Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Wednesday, Aug. 3, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Don Tatzin
Community Hall

Design Review

Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m. Lafayette
Library & Learning Center. 3491 Mt.
Diablo Blvd., Arts & Science Discovery
Room

E E MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Nominated by SCORE
for Qutstanding

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Woman-Owned Small Business

925.330.1988

hefloadcaretreamoves.nel
v carefreemaves. net
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Wonderland. Utopia. Paradise
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1062 Larch Avenue, Moraga
5 Bedrooms + Office | 4 Baths | £3,986 Sq Ft | £1.31 Flat Ac

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

License Number 01527235. Al
cy of any description.

iption. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already lsted. Nothing

Exceptionally extraordinary private
gated oasis surrounded by unparalleled
beautiful grounds, seating, and
entertainment areas in every direction.
Perfect culmination of architectural
significance and livability.

Must see it to believe it!

1062LarchAvenue.com
$3,200,000

BRYDON &IVES

material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is
'g herein

shall




MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,

meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
0

925.586.3442
TaraRochlin@gmail.com
DRE 01330630

925-377-0977

Tara Rochhn

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 22, 2020

26 Merrill Clrcle South Moraga

4 BD + Office | 4 BA | 3,710 SQ.FT. | 1.01 acres

~ Room for everyone in a rejuvenating natural setting.
Take the 3-D tour at TaraRochlin.com
Offered at $1,550,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein
is intended for infor-mational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may
be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Town of Moraga and EBMUD reach landslide remediation plan

agreement
By Vera Kochan

The town council unani-
mously passed a resolution
approving a settlement
agreement with East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District regard-
ing the remediation of a
landslide that occurred on
EBMUD property in April
2017. The July 8 decision also
allows for the protection of
the Canyon Road Bridge.

The landslide had caused
structural damage to the
original bridge initiating its
closure and the installation of
the temporary bridge. In Oc-

tober 2017, the town filed
with EBMUD a claim for
damages which EBMUD de-
nied in January 2018.

Both parties engaged in
three years of negotiations
before Town Attorney
Michelle Marchetta Kenyon
and EBMUD’s general counsel
finalized a proposed settle-
ment agreement resolving all
claims related to the landslide
and the construction of a new
retaining wall.

According to the Settle-
ment Agreement, EBMUD has
three options regarding con-
struction of the retaining
wall. Option 1 is to build a full

Retaining Wall System, con-
sistent with a $3 million grant
EBMUD has applied for from
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency. Option 2 is
to “build a shorter segment to
protect the Town Bridge
(Bridge Segment).” Finally,
Option 3 would be to “pay the
Town its estimated costs for
the Town to build its own re-
taining wall to protect the
Canyon Road Bridge (Town
Stitch Wall).”

If EBMUD chooses either
Options 1 or 2, it has no later
than Dec. 1 to inform the
town whether it will con-
struct the RWS or Bridge Seg-

ment. By Feb. 1, 2021, EBMUD
must complete and submit
bid documents to the town for
approval, allowing for bids to
be put out no later than
March 15. A construction
contract must be awarded by
April 30, 2021.

On the chance that
EBMUD chooses Option 3, it
must pay the town to build a
stitch wall whose estimated
costs for design and construc-
tion are $757,000, plus any
documented excess costs up
to $75,700 (10% contingency).

The parties also entered
into a Letter Agreement
whereby EBMUD agreed to

pay the town $105,000 to as-
sist with designs for a town
constructed retaining wall
which will be credited against
any future payments.

Both the town and
EBMUD note that the solution
will pave the way for reestab-
lishing the segment of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail that was closed at the
bridge site after the landslide
occurred. Earlier this year,
EBMUD reached a $3.67 mil-
lion settlement agreement
with the homeowners on Au-
gusta Drive whose residences
were impacted by the
landslide.

Chase Bank opens in Moraga

New Chase Bank in Moraga

Photo Vera Kochan

By Vera Kochan

It’s been nearly 18 months since
Chace Bank first broke ground in
Moraga. The new location at 1299
School Street in the Moraga Shopping
Center had a soft opening July 7 due
to the current landscape involving
coronavirus restrictions.

Branch Manager Cora Mopera
stated, “I'm glad to have a footprint in
the Moraga community.” Even with-
out much if any fanfare, Mopera was
excited to welcome the first trickle of
current customers eager to transfer to
this branch from other locations or
potential new clients.

With roots tracing back to 1799,

Chase operates as a leading national

bank in the United States. The bank-

U.S.

ing chain has more than 5,500
branches and 17,000 ATMs across the

Chase Bank offers a wide range of
consumer and commercial banking
services, such as checking and savings
accounts, lending guidance and in-
vestment services. Additionally,
CHASE offers credit cards, mortgage
offices and mobile banking.

Each year, Chase earns more than
$58 hillion in sales and is considered
a massive company in the banking in-
dustry employing over 240,000 asso-
ciates nationwide while operating as a
subsidiary of JPMorgan Chase, a pub-
licly held company.

Town eXperlences increase in coyote act1v1ty

By Vera Kochan

One of the more recent coyote
sightings occurred July 9 near
the Moraga Commons Park
restrooms, when a 2-year-old
boy was bitten on the leg by
what was reportedly a coyote.
The toddler was in the com-
pany of a caregiver at the
time. According to Moraga
Police Department Lt. Brian
South, “The child was treated
and released that same day
with non-life threatening

injuries.”

MPD closed the Commons
Park early the following
evening out of an abundance
of caution due to coyote ac-
tivity becoming more preva-
lent beginning at dusk. The
park reopened July 11 at reg-
ular hours.

However, later that
evening, around 7:45 p.m.,
more coyote activity was re-
ported in the Rimer Drive
area of Moraga. A small coy-
ote was spotted approaching

an individual on foot and
then running toward a bicy-
clist. There were no injuries
reported, and the animal was
spotted running away to a
nearby orchard.

“Coyote sightings are his-
torically not unusual in Mor-
aga,” stated South. “Since the
bite incident, sightings have
occurred and residents have
been sharing their observa-
tions of coyote activity in var-
ious areas of town. We have
been working with the Cali-
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Bay Area
enscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

« New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial » Green Landscape Options
» Maintenance & Clean Ups = Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445

Commons Park restrooms.

fornia Department of Fish
and Wildlife and sharing this
information with them.”

A man visiting Moraga
Country Club was bitten on
the leg July 17, but he didn't
see the animal and it was un-
known if it was a coyote. The
man was treated for minor
injury at a local hospital, ac-
cording to South.

There has been an in-
crease in wild animal sight-
ings across the Bay Area since
the coronavirus pandemic
began. “When humans re-
treat, due to lockdowns and
stay-at-home orders, the
landscape of fear that we cre-
ate retreats with us,” ex-
plained ecologist John Laun-
dre of Western Oregon Uni-
versity in Monmouth. “Ani-
mals common in suburban
areas, such as coyotes, might
normally restrict their activi-

Town Council

Photo Vera Kochan

The reported July 9 coyote attack occurred near the Moraga

ties to the evening and night.
But, the fewer people they see
around, the more willing they
are to come out during the
day.”

CDFW recommends resi-
dents to “stash your food and
trash.” Keep garbage cans
closed, remove all sources of
water, bring pets in at night,
pick up fallen fruit and cover
compost piles. Added precau-
tions include to never feed a
coyote, do not leave small
children unattended, install
motion-sensitive lighting, and
trim hiding places such as
ground level shrubbery. If
followed by a coyote, make
loud noises or throw rocks in
the animal’s direction. If at-
tacked, contact MPD at (925)
284-5010 or call 911.

Lt. South can be reached
at: south@moraga.ca.us

Wednesday, Aug. 26, 7 p.m.

. ECouncil Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335

i Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission: Monday, Aug. 3, 7 p.m.
Councﬂ Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Park and Recreation Commission: Tuesday, Aug. 18 7 p.m., Council
Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday, Aug. 11, 6 p.m.

www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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Lindsey Lonergan, Community Cup originator

By Vera Kochan

Almost one month into the
shelter-in-place mandate
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director
Kathe Nelson was contacted
by Lindsey Lonergan, a ju-
nior at San Ramon Valley
High School, who originated
a fundraising idea dubbed
Community Cup.

“My daily routine
changed drastically
overnight,” said Lonergan.
“One of the things I realized
that was different was that I
wasn’t going to buy coffee.
During the school week, I'd
get a cup at least three times
a week, and I realized that I
wasn’t spending this money
anymore, because [ was
staying at home.”

Lonergan heard that
many businesses in her
hometown of Danville were
struggling, and other mem-
bers of the community
wanted to do something to
help. “Community Cup gave
people a platform so they
could donate their ‘cup of
coffee’ to these businesses,”

Lonergan said. “I partnered
with our chamber of com-
merce, because I figured
they had a better idea of who
was most in need. I came up
with the name because the
fundraiser involved my
community and the price of
a cup of coffee. When put to-
gether, I thought Community
Cup had a nice ring to it.”
According to Nelson, “Af-
ter presentation to the board,
the Chamber felt that this
was a good way to offer at
least a little financial assis-
tance to our local businesses,
as the Town of Moraga has
no economic development
funds or silos of money that
could offer financial aid.”
Nelson added, “Danville and
Pleasanton Chambers were
already on board with the
program and doing well.”
Lonergan’s Danville
Community Cup to date has
raised $6,745 (far surpassing
her initial goal of $1,500).
Seeing the success of her pi-
lot program, along with oth-
ers in the Bay Area, she
hopes to see her fundraiser
idea spread nationwide.

925-377-0977

“Small businesses have
been greatly affected by
COVID-19,” stated Nelson.
“Our local shops and services
have been there to assist us.
Now it’s our time to help
them by participating in
Community Cup. All money
raised will go directly to the
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce which, through a
grant format, will aid our lo-
cal shops with on-site
improvements.”

Each business must fill
out an application in addi-
tion to providing a one-page
background of the establish-
ment with information re-
garding the direct impact of
COVID-19 on the company
and how the grant funds will
be used. The maximum allo-
cation of funds per business
is $500. All receipts will be
audited by the chamber
board. The application form
and GoFundMe donation
page are both located on the
chamber’s website:
www.moragachamber.org.

Pending application ap-
proval, the Moraga Chamber
expects to begin fund distri-
butions on Aug. 1 and con-
tinue to the end of the year
or as long as people donate.
Nelson notes that 100% of
the donated funds will go di-
rectly to businesses in need.

Already two local small
businesses have turned in
applications to Community
Cup. Rheem Valley Pet
Shoppe hopes to replace the
lights in the store, which are
old and dim making it more
difficult to see the range of
products for sale on the
shelves. Amabile School of
Music, a recently established
business in town, is paying
rent for a space they are not
yet allowed to reopen. When
they do, they would like to

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

use the funds to purchase
masks, protection shields
and UV lights.

“Overall, I am so grateful
and impressed by, not just
my community, but everyone

Page: A5

where we need to keep our
distance, community is what
connects us together. Every
person who has donated,
spread the word, or reached
out has made such an impact

who has contributed,” in the lives of others.”

praised Lonergan. “In a time

Just Listed!
Beautiful Rossmoor Cassia Model!

Fabulous New Listing in Desirable Trail Neighborhood!

Offered at $995,000
2998Saklanindian.com

e 2 Bedrooms This lovely Cassia model is ready for you
e 2 Bathrooms to move in and enjoy! Beautiful white oak
e Separate Office hardwood floors through out the main

e 1712 SF living space and plush wool carpet in the
e |nterior Laundry bedrooms. Upgrades include smooth

e 1 Car Garage with re-plastered walls, sleek and spacious

Interior Access main bath and kitchen appliances.
e Level-in Entry Rossmoor living includes golf, tennis,
e Lots of Storage swimming, a new fitness center and a

fabulous club house. Resort living at its
finest! Close to Walnut Creek restaurants
and shopping with convenient shuttle.

e Views of Oak Grove
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4 Experience Matters.
I 925-698-1452

| linda@lIindaehrich.com
@lamorindalinda
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DyNamic senior Living
coming Fall 2020
TO walnut creek

you can even imagine.

A gorgeous residence in an idyllic setting at the intersection of
nature and culture, serenity and vitality, creative cuisine and
cosmopolitan shopping. And that's just where it all begins.

In an uncertain time, one thing is for sure. When Viamonte
opens its doors this fall, there'll be more to look forward to than

925.231.0627

VIAMONTELIVING.ORG
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OOKINg
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Viomonte
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ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 22, 2020
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FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS !

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd

in Lafayette
925-284-4440

lamarindafloors.com
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LAMOR

3619 Lincoln Way, Lafayette
1,878 Sq Ft

4 Bed 2 Bath

COMPASS

$1,525,000

Just Listed
in Happy Valley!

Dana Reedy
415.205.8050

DRE 01880723

JD | Broker Associate

dana@danareedyhomes.com

Planning Commission approves Countryhouse
Memory Care over bitter Wilder objections

Revised west elevation

By Sora O'Doherty

Despite threats of costly liti-
gation, the Orinda Planning
Commission unanimously
approved an application to
build a memory care facility
at 1 Wilder Rd. Wilder resi-
dents voiced almost unani-
mous objections to the facil-
ity, but planning commission
chair Brandyn Iverson took
them to task for what she
termed a “gotcha” attack on
the facility over the issue of
kitchens. Objectors have 10
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summer

e Fire pits & patio heaters
¢ Pool heaters & hot tubs
e Natural gas barbecues

CA Lic
929641

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
j_l | Re3|dent|al Commercial ® Industrial

Professional Installation of:
* Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service Upgrade
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

All technicians are following proper

CDC PPE guidelines.

¢ Cleaning hands with soap often
for at least 20 seconds.

¢ Using alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

 Keeping recommended
6 feet from people.

e Wearing masks, gloves, and
booties.

e Touch free billing and payment

§ processing.

specials...

e Outdoor kitchens
. * New gas lines for
cooktops and dryers

We’re poly-pipe certified (better than iron) !
Approved vendors of PG&E

(925) 377-6600

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than40 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured
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James Burki
Sole Proprietor

$25 off |

Any plumbing job* 1

LeapFrog Loot :
$100 off

Gas line installation over $600*
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| LeapFrog Loot 1
$100 off

Tankless water heater

1
|
1
installation* I

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/31/20

We Hop o It!

green solutions!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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days from the approval to file
appeals. Any appeal would
be adjudicated by the Orinda
City Council.

The approved project
consists of 38 assisted living
units in a one- to two-story,
32,084-square-foot congre-
gate care facility. The project
has been in the works for
years, and as changes have
been made by the developer
to try to garner approval, the
plans have changed. Origi-
nally, the facility would have
provided both memory care
and long-term care units, but
as the plan developed it has
been limited to memory care
units only. The facility is
what is known as a congre-
gate care facility.

For a memory care facil-
ity, the plans hit a snag over
the Orinda Municipal Code
definition of a congregate
care residential facility,
which requires that each
small unit must contain “a
small kitchen allowing for
independent living but also
provides common dining,
housekeeping, recreational
and social facilities.” It is not
safe, however, for memory
care residents to have access
to cooking facilities. The de-
veloper therefore amended
the plans to add a small
kitchen to each unit, but also
to provide that the kitchen
would only be accessible to
staff or guests, but not to the
residents themselves. Shona
Armstrong, attorney for the
Wilder Owners Association,
both submitted extensive
written comments and also
spoke at the July 14 meeting,
alleging that the approval of
the facility is not legally pos-
sible because the plan con-
troverts the city’s zoning
code, as well as California
codes. Armstrong states that
California regulations gov-
erning memory care facilities
actually prohibit kitchens in
units, specifically the ac-
cessibility of heating devices
to residents with dementia.

Armstrong also voiced
the WOA’s other objections to
the follow-up actions on the
Dec. 10, 2019 planning com-
mission meeting, including
the update as to the emer-
gency medical services re-
port and revised traffic stud-
ies, the 3D modeling of the
project, and the update on
visual night sky studies. In
addition Armstrong high-
lighted perceived difficulties
with the significant special
taxes paid by Wilder owners
to refund bonds issued to
create the Community Facili-
ties District and the special
assessment district levy to
fund the Geological Hazards
District. Armstrong’s corre-
spondence, as well as other
written comments on the
memory care facility, are ac-
cessible on the city’s website.

Another attorney at the
meeting stated that she was
“very concerned about the
city of Orinda’s viable de-
fense.” She suggested that the
city is “legally vulnerable,”
and that the city’s budget will
get hit by multiple lawsuits.
Other objections raised is-
sues that had already been
aired at previous meetings
on the facility, including the
impact of the facility on
Wilder’s potential evacuation
during an emergency and
general traffic objections.
Objections were presented to
the commission by many
Wilder owners, including
Ben Zarin, Brian Parks, Kyle
Arteaga, Kathy Finch, S.K.
Gupta, Scott Honeychurch,
Chris Shen, Roxanne
Christophe, and Mark Bres-
nik. A number of the objec-
tors also attended the later
Wilder Subcommittee meet-
ing on July 16 to restate their
objections to both the mem-
ory care facility and a
preschool the planning com-
mission approved for the Art
& Garden Center (see story
Page A7).

Although the majority of
comments at the meeting

Image provided

were in opposition to the
project, there were also sev-
eral commenters who
strongly support the project,
including former mayor and
current president of the
Orinda Community Founda-
tion, Sue Severson, who
praised the record of devel-
oper, Agemark, owned by
Richard Weston, who along
with his son Forest are
Orinda residents. Weston at-
tended the meeting, but left
the defense of the project to
Emmanuel Ursu, former
Orinda planning director,
who is a member of the ap-
plicant's team. Fran Layton,
an attorney for Orinda, also
defended the project, saying
that the proposal regarding
kitchens “is absolutely con-
sistent with Orinda’s Code.”

The applicant’s presenta-
tion to the planning commis-
sion included a three-
dimensional video that
showed the facility as it
would appear from all ap-
proaches from Wilder Road
and from Highway 24. Many
of the objectors were vehe-
mently opposed to the fact
that the facility will be visible
from Highway 24, citing the
importance of the city’s
“scenic highway.” The video
can be viewed as part of the
recording of the July 14
meeting available on the
city’s website.

Other responses to the
planning commission’s ear-
lier comments by the devel-
oper included specifics of
night sky compliant lighting,
which the planning commis-
sion reduced substantially,
and additional details on the
rear of the facility that faces
Highway 24. The developer
also paid for additional traf-
fic and safety studies, which
concluded that the facility
would increase traffic on
Wilder Road by only 1% and
would not present a hazard
in the event of an emergency
evacuation of the Wilder de-
velopment.
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GAS
&
FOOD

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

| Orinda
Public
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City Council

Tuesday, July 28, 7:15 p.m.
Regular Meeting

By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 28, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Finance Advisory
Committee
Regular Meeting

Thursday, Aug. 26, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
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Pent-up Demand Fuels Local Market

It’s a great time to sell as motivated buyers are leaving
the cities and seeking all that Lamorinda offers.

Call me for a free market evaluation if
you are thinking of selling!

Results

Frank Woodward

GLOBAL
LUXLURY

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Outcry over proposed trail staging area, preschool in Art &
Garden Center at Wilder

By Sora O'Doherty

As the Orinda city council’s
Wilder Subcommittee met to
review whether or not the
developers are meeting the
requirements for the end of
2020, Wilder residents at-
tended the video meeting to
express continued objections
to the trail staging area as
well as to reiterate objections
to the Orinda planning com-
mission’s approval two days
earlier of the Countryhouse
Memory Care facility and a
preschool to operate out of
the Art & Garden Center.

The subcommittee is
composed of Vice Mayor Amy
Worth and Council Member
Nick Kosla. The city is also
represented by attorney Fran
Layton, who also attended the
meeting.

The Red-Tailed Hawk
staging area located at the far
end of the Wilder develop-
ment was originally the pro-
posed site of the Art and Gar-
den Center, and the intent
was to draw the public into
the valley, as the amenities
included in the development

agreement are intended to be
for all Orinda residents as
well as the public. However,
earlier changes in the plans
resulted in the Art and Gar-
den Center being moved
closer to the entrance to
Wilder, adjacent to the four
playing fields. The subcom-
mittee agreed to discuss the
issue but to postpone action
until more information could
be gathered.

The staging area is in-
tended to provide some
amenities, such as toilets and
parking, to members of the
public who wish to access the
trail that begins at the foot of
the valley. However, Wilder
residents have been com-
plaining that the area, even
before development, is being
used for illegal activities, in-
cluding vandalism and graf-
fiti, illegal parking and
overnight camping. Orinda
Police Chief David Cook also
attended the meeting to ad-
dress these concerns.

Mary Jo Ashby, chair of
the Secure Wilder Committee,
reported on specific incidents
of graffiti, trespassing and al-

cohol use, as well as distur-
bances of the peace, loud
parties with beer kegs, and
bonfires. Another serious in-
cident involved the lock on
the emergency vehicle road
gate used by the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District being cut
off and replaced with a pri-
vate lock. Incidents have also
been reported in the adjacent
neighborhood of Lost Valley,
which included vandalism of
the PG&E substation, public
urination, and alcohol use.
Citing the installation of the
trailhead as “a hazard to our
community,” Ashby recom-
mended that the city council
eliminate the trailhead
altogether.

Cook told the subcommit-
tee that all of the trails have
seen an increase in unwanted
activity. He said that the po-
lice will try to enforce the law
and urged Wilder residents to
report incidents, especially if
they can report the incident
while it is actually happening,
to allow the police to respond.
He urged them not to feel like
they are a burden, but are ac-
tually welcome assistance to

the force.

“I absolutely share the
concerns of the Wilder Resi-
dents,” Cook said. “The be-
havior out there is absolutely
inappropriate; there is no way
this should continue.” He
added that he is going to get
East Bay Parks involved.
Cook reported a total of 96
calls over the past three
months for Wilder and the
Edgewood neighborhood of
Lost Valley, including a lot of
suspicious vehicles, one theft
from a porch and 17 ordi-
nance violations, all of which
involved use of the fields.
There was also one misde-
meanor assault reported.

Cook said that the de-
partment has contacted par-
ents, trying to get coopera-
tion. OPD will call on the East
Bay Park Region to do investi-
gations. OPD cannot send of-
ficers out into the hills, Cook
said, as they don’t have 4-
wheel drive vehicles. Worth
agreed that there are a lot of
demands on Orinda’s two of-
ficers per shift. Cook said
that the OPD tries to get up
there a couple of times

through each rotation. “I
want to be proactive,” he said.
“It helps if Wilder residents
are willing to call. If we have
data points, we can target
specific areas, specific times
or days,” he explained.

Bruce Yamamoto of Brook
Street, the main developer at
Wilder, reported on the
progress of the trailhead, as
well as the progress on other
Wilder projects that are due
to be completed by the end of
the year, such as the side-
walks in the development.
Currently signage is being
prepared for the trailhead
staging area and the site is
being prepared for future
construction. Yamamoto said
that the bathroom provider is
moving forward on permit-
ting, storm drains, and the
concrete pad for bathrooms.
If everything progresses
without a hitch, which Kosla
joked never happens, the
constructions could be com-
pleted by the middle of
September.

... continued on Page A8
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The racial and gender makeup of the Lamorinda fire agencies

By Nick Marnell

Results are mixed as to how
Lamorinda fire agencies
compare to national and local
demographics when it comes
to diversity in the workplace.

According to a February
report issued by the National
Fire Protection Association,
370,000 career firefighters
were employed in the U.S. in
2018. Between 2015 and
2018, 4% of the career fire-
fighters were female, 8%
African American, 8% His-
panic or Latino and 1% Asian.
NFPA figures are the result of
its survey of U.S. fire agencies
and should not be interpreted
as an industry standard.

An analysis of district
personnel records as of mid-
June shows that the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District measures
up in three of the national

categories, falling short in the
U.S. rate of Black suppression
personnel.

But in the communities it
serves, the district exceeds
the local ratio with its per-
centage of African American
personnel on the front line. In
the two major municipalities
under district jurisdiction,
using the latest U.S. Census
Bureau data, Black residents
total 1.9% of the population,
while MOFD reports a 4%
African American workforce.

The opposite is true with
MOFD and Asian personnel.
Though it clobbers the na-
tional rate with 4% Asian
firefighters, the district falls
behind the 16% Asian popu-
lation of Orinda and Moraga.

The district is slightly
ahead of the U.S. rates of fe-
male firefighters at 5%. And it
employs Hispanic firefighters

at an 11% rate, higher than
both the U.S. average and the
4.5% local population rate.

“MOFD is committed to
diversity and continues to
seek applicants from all
backgrounds to provide the
best possible service to our
community,” Fire Chief Dave
Winnacker said.

The Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District lists its
suppression personnel as
6.4% Asian and 13% His-
panic, above the national av-
erage in each category, but
below the national averages
with 5% Black and 2.7% fe-
male firefighters.

A comparison of ConFire
numbers to the demographics
of Lafayette — 1% African
American, 12% Asian, 8%
Hispanic — bears results simi-
lar to those of MOFD. How-
ever, district firefighters ro-

tate among all 27 ConFire
companies throughout the
county, and only three of
those companies lie in
Lafayette.

“ConFire is committed to
recruiting, hiring, training,
and retaining the best and
most qualified professionals

possible to provide the emer-
gency services our residents
expect,” Fire Chief Lewis
Broschard said. “While doing
this, we are also committed to
building and maintaining a
workforce that reflects the
unique diversity of the com-
munities we serve.”

Board of Directors
Wednesday,
Aug. 19, 7 p.m.

agendas. Visit www.mofd.org

ConFire

Board of Directors
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 1:00 p.m.
Board Chamber Room 107,
Administration Building
651 Pine St., Martinez.

Fire District Public Meetings
Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Go to the website for meeting location, times and

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org
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By Nick Marnell

Owners of eight district parcels found
out the hard way that the largesse of
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District has its
limits when it comes to exterior haz-

ard abatement requirements.

Fire district officials have empha-
sized an educational outreach to resi-
dents, as property owners worked to
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Goats can be one solution to abate weeds.

down hard on fire code violators
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comply with the district fire code and
abate problem vegetation by the mid-
dle of June. Parcel owners were sent
an informational postcard in April re-
minding them of the deadline and af-
ter June 15, property inspections be-

gan.
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Photo Pippa Fisher

Having found major fire code vio-
lations on their properties, MOFD
mailed owners of 13 parcels a Notice
to Abate on June 19. Five of those

& |'!L

said.

properties.

“The absence of a cooperative
owner makes it very difficult for us to
work toward the voluntary compli-
ance that is always our goal,” Win-

owners either completed the work re-
quired or requested an extension
from the district. The eight who ig-
nored the notices were warned that
their refusal to adhere to the fire code
would result in an abatement hearing
before the district board and they ig-
nored that as well.

“People have counted on blowing
us off,” Fire Chief Dave Winnacker

Those days are over.

The eight parcels cited were large,
unimproved and unmaintained prop-
erties overcome with wild vegetation.
At the July 15 abatement hearing, the
MOFD board unanimously voted to
declare each of the eight properties a
seasonal and recurring nuisance, and
ordered the fire chief to abate the

nacker said.

The district will hire a contractor
to abate the properties and then send
the owners a bill for the work. If the
owners refuse to pay, the district will
file a lien on their property with the
county. The abatement costs are not
cheap, with some properties possibly
exceeding $10,000 in contractor
charges.

With the increase in the number

and ferocity of California wildfires,
and the major push by residents to in-
crease district fire prevention efforts,
MOFD is allowing no slack in adher-
ence to the fire code.

“Property owners in Moraga,
Orinda and Canyon should be put on
notice by this,” President Steven
Danziger said. “This was just the first,

and you can expect to see more of

these hearings. We are serious about
property owners mitigating their
properties.”

Outcry over proposed trail staging area

... continued from Page A7

Wilder residents also
were critical of a plan ap-
proved by the planning com-
mission July 14 to allow

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

June 28 - July 11

Alarms 33
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 15
Traffic 83
Suspicious Circumstances 11
Suspicious Subject 29
Suspicious Vehicle 16
Service to Citizen 41
Patrol Req./Security Check 39

Pubic/School Assembly Check 1
Supplemental Report 29
Vacation House Check 11
Welfare Check 11
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Abandoned Vehicle

1400 Block Sunset Loop

3600 Block Chestnut St.
Animal Control Call

Brown Ave./Deer Hill Rd.
Animal Cruelty

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Animal Services Call

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Nb I 680 At Ygnacio Valley Rd., Wcr

Moraga Rd./Wilkinson Ln.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Vehicle

3200 Block Rohrer Dr.

900 Block Hough Ave.

3200 Block Camino Colorados

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving

Hamlin Rd./Solana Dr.

Happy Valley Rd./Soares Ln.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.

500 Block Michael Ln.

Orinda Parks and Recreation
to lease out a portion of the
Art and Garden Center to a
preschool for a period of
three years, which involves
fencing off the tot lot play

500 Block Michael Ln.

500 Block Silverado Dr.
Stolen Vehicle Recovery

Sierra Vista Way/Crescenta Ct.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

900 Block Risa Rd.
Grand Theft

1700 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

30 Block Lafayette Cir.

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Identity Theft

1000 Block 2Nd St.

10 Block Shreve Ln.

1000 Block 2Nd St.

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

1000 Block 2Nd St.

900 Block Reliez Station Rd.

Police Department

10 Block Westminster Pl
Misc Burglary

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

700 Block Old Jonas Hill Rd.

3700 Block Happy Valley Rd.

3700 Block Happy Valley Rd.

1400 Block Rancho View Dr.

1100 Block Perales St.
Petty Theft Bicycle

900 Block Risa Rd.
Petty Theft Other

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Robbery Strongarm

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Warrant Arrest

900 Block Moraga Road
Warrant Service

700 Block Tanglewood Ln.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

900 Block Risa Rd.

3500 Block Terrace Way

1000 Block Dewing Ave.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

1000 Block Cavallero Ln.

1000 Block Cavallero Ln.

Hillview Ln./Quandt Rd.
Loud Noise

3500 Block Powell Dr.

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.

3100 Block Plymouth Rd.

3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.

10 Block Arbor Way
Loud Party

1000 Block Lindsey Ct.

3100 Block Plymouth Rd.

3100 Block Plymouth Rd.
Public Nuisance

Silverwood Dr./Cabernet Ct

3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Vandalism

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

200 Block St Marys Rd.

1800 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

3600 Block Deerhill Rd.

900 Block Mountain View Dr.
Other
Fireworks

3600 Block Mosswood Dr.

area. Parks and Rec Director
Todd Trimble responded to
questions, including whether
or not the preschool would
allow drop-off access via the
Emergency Vehicle Access off

900 Block Dolores Dr.

900 Block Mountain View Dr.

3400 Block School St.

Hastings Ct./Hilltop Dr.

Huntleigh Dr./Lucas Dr.

600 Block Huntleigh Dr.

3900 Block Happy Valley Rd.

1300 Block Sunset Loop

Glenside Dr./Augustine Ln.

600 Block Huntleigh Dr.

Happy Valley Rd./Rose Ln.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

Bacon Way/Springbrook Rd.
K9 Outside Assist Request

Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

600 Block Thornhill Rd., Dan
Loitering

3100 Block Plymouth Rd.
Trespass

900 Block Diablo Dr.

3600 Block Deer Hill Rd. (2)

Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

3300 Block Silver Springs Ct.

Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd.

1000 Block Hunsaker Canyon Rd.

900 Block Moraga Rd.

1500 Block Rancho View Dr.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.

1200 Block Warner Ct.
Violation Restraining Ord

1200 Block Warner Ct.
Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
June 30 - July 13
Alarms 13
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 12
Traffic 18
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subject 5
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen 49
Patrol Req./Security Check 15
Supplemental Report 14
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 1
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

Moraga Royale Retirement Home
Excessive Speed

Arco Station Moraga

Moraga Rd/St Marys Rd., Laf.

24 Hour Fittness
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Cvs
Petty Theft From Vehicle

Moraga Commons Park
Reckless Driving

Camino Ricardo/Greenfield Dr.

Larch Ave./Camino Pablo
Vehicle Theft

10 Block Madsen Ct.

Not Available

2000 Block Donald Dr.

700 Block Augusta Dr.
Other criminal activity
Burglary

10 Block Fleuti Dr.
Commercial Burglary

1400 Block Moraga Way

of Bigleaf Road. Both Trimble
and Assistant City Man-
ager/Director of Public Works
Larry Theis emphasized that
drop-off and pickup of
preschool children was to be

Petty Theft

Augusta/St. Andrews

Moraga Country Club
Shoplift

Cvs
Warrant Arrest

90 Block Devin Dr.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Not Available
Disturbing The Peace

Rancho Laguna Park
Loud Music

200 Block Rheem Blvd.

Ivy Dr./Moraga Way

Campolindo High School
Loud Noise

Not Available

200 Block Ivy PL
Public Nuisance

300 Block Calle La Montana
Other
Accident Property

10 Block Hetfield PI.

200 Block Scofield Dr.
Beat Info

Redwood Hw/Pinehurst Rd.,
Canyon

1400 Block Camino Pablo
Extortion

Police Department
Fireworks

Camino Pablo/Corte Maria

3900 Block Campolindo Dr.

Bayside Way/Waterford Way,
Oak.

1000 Block Country Club Dr.

1200 Block Larch Ave.

1900 Block Ascot Dr.

20 Block Hardie Dr.

10 Block Madsen Ct.
Harassment

Not Available

Safeway

50 Block Ascot P1.
Mentally Ill Commit

School St./Moraga Way

400 Block Millfield P1.
Ordinance Violation

Hardie Dr./Moraga Way

Seven Eleven

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Public Assembly Check

Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Threats

300 Block Calle La Montana

10 Block Del Rio Ct.

Campolindo High School

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report

June 28 - July 11

Alarms 41
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 19

Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle 8

Service to Citizen 67
Patrol Req./Security Check 87
Supplemental Report 18

done from the playfields
parking lot and that the EVA
would be closed off by a six-

foot locked gate.
Welfare Check 3
Ordinance Violation 6

Vehicle violations
Dui Misdemeanor
40 Block La Cuesta Rd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
10 Block Valley Dr.
500 Block Tahos Rd.
500 Block Tahos Rd.
Beverages And More
10 Block Camino Pablo
Reckless Driving
Camino Pablo/Orinda Way
Rite Aid
Greenbrook Dr./Century Way,
Dan
Moraga Way/El Corte
Tc - Property Damage
500 Block Tahos Rd.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud
10 Block Lloyd Ln.
Grand Theft
Beverages And More
St Stephens Dr./Tahos Rd.
Petty Theft
Rite Aid
Petty Theft From Vehicle
50 Block Brookside Rd.
Residential Burglary
10 Block Wanda Ln.
Robbery
Bank Of America
Shoplift
Rite Aid
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic
Claremont Ave./Camino Pablo
Disturbing The Peace
Beverages And More
100 Block Ardith Ct.
Loud Music
10 Block La Fond Ln.
Loud Noise
50 Block Underhill Rd.
10 Block La Fond Ln.
Vandalism
400 Block Camino Sobrante
Other
Accident Fatal
20 Block Whitehall Dr.
Accident Injury
100 Block Canon Dr.
Accident Property
Safeway
Dependent Adult Abuse
10 Block Las Piedras
Fireworks
Orinda Intermediate School
100 Block El Toyonal
400 Block El Toyonal
Lombardy Ln./Van Ripper Ln.
Brookwood Rd./Camino Pablo
Glorietta Blvd./Overhill Rd.
20 Block Robert Rd.
Ivy Dr./Crown Ct.
10 Block Bates Blvd.
10 Block Estates Dr.
Orinda Intermediate School
Public Assembly Check
Cvs
10 Block Camino Sobrante
Bevmo
Bevmo



Wednesday, July 22, 2020

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Candidates begin to file for November election

By Sora O'Doherty

The terms of office of Orinda
mayor Darlene Gee and city
council member and former
mayor Inga Miller will soon
expire, and the Nov. 3 elec-
tion will include those two
four-year positions on the city
council. Nominations will be
accepted by the city clerk. Po-
tential candidates should
contact City Clerk Sheri Smith
at ssmith@cityoforinda.org or
(925) 253-4221 to schedule an
appointment to take out
and/or file nomination pa-

pers.

Lafayette has three coun-
cil members whose term of
office expires in November:
Mayor Mike Anderson, and
council members Cameron
Burks and Steven Bliss. The
candidate is responsible for
the delivery of all signed
original documents to the City
Clerk Joanne Robbins. Due to
COVID-19 city offices are open
by appointment only. Nomi-
nation papers for city council
candidates will be issued by
appointment only. To sched-
ule an appointment with City

Clerk Joanne Robbins call
(925) 284-1968 or email
jrobbins@ci.lafayette.ca.us
Moraga also had three
council positions to fill: the
terms of mayor Kymberleigh
Korpus and council members
Roger Wykle and Renata Sos
expire in November.
Candidates must be 18
years of age or older, a citizen
of the United States, and a
resident and registered voter
in the city/town. Candidates
must also not be disqualified
by the Constitution or laws of
the state of California from

holding a civil office.

The nomination period is
when individuals officially
receive, circulate and file
nomination papers for candi-
dacy. The nomination period
for candidates opened on July
13 and will close at 5 p.m. on
Aug. 7. If an incumbent fails
to submit nomination papers
by Aug. 7, non-incumbent
candidates will have until 5
p-m. on Aug. 12, to file nomi-
nation papers.

In addition to the coun-
cils, there are also members
of the school boards whose
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terms expire in November. In
Orinda, OUSD board presi-
dent Cara Hoxie and board
member Hikary Weiner’s
terms will expire this year.
Other school board members
with terms that expire this
year are, in Moraga, Vice
President Jannelle Chng and
board member Richard Sev-
ery; in Lafayette President
Meredith Meade and member
Susy Pak, and on the Acalanes
Union High School board,
members Kristin Connelly
and Kathy Coppersmith.

Letters to the editor

Want a less divisive commu-
nity? Create better communi-
cations.

Anyone else feel like practically
every public issue lately has di-
vided us? Whether it be a global
pandemic, national and state is-
sues, or local projects such as
The Terraces of Deer Hill or even
building a play structure at Leigh
Creekside Park, we are all collec-
tively up in arms on social media
and at public meetings, often at
the 11th hour.

Why is this? Frankly, from
my view as a concerned resident,
taxpayer and parent it's because
of the lack of "customer"-centric
communications by our govern-
ment and the public agencies
that serve us.

I finally say this now be-
cause of the highly disappointing
experience with the Lafayette
School District and its communi-
cations regarding reopening
schools for the upcoming school
year.

From new incoming families
not being added to the school
district email list until the actual
start of the school year due to
what was conveyed as "bud-
getary constraints" to governing
board meeting information and
the actual PDF document outlin-
ing the reopening options being
hidden on a third-party website
that you need to click EIGHT
TIMES in order to get to (and
that’s if you know exactly how to
get there), it's no wonder why
parents feel frustrated and left
out of the conversation.

These learnings also apply
to our our city government as
well. I love Communications An-
alyst Jeff Heyman's Almost Daily
Brief and Weekly Roundup, but
these stories are usually after the
fact. How many local residents
know that they can sign up for
email notifications for city coun-
cil and commission agendas? Do

you even know where to sign up
to receive them? And if you do
get them, can you actually deci-
pher what half of those agenda
items are actually about?

Do our public agencies re-
ally want community involve-
ment? Many times I really think
not and I say that as a member
of the Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation Commission. We all need to
do better.

If we make communication
efforts more front and center
and share information where
our "customers" are, perhaps
we'll have less infighting and less
threat of litigation that could
have been more easily
prevented.

To be helpful, here are links
where you can sign up for email
notifications:

- City of Lafayette:
www.lovelafayette.org
[city-hall/e-notification

- Lafayette School District: email
scarman@lafsd.org

- Acalanes Union High School
District: https://bit.1ly/3h3pA2Y

Lauren McCabe Herpich
Lafayette

Council should vote yes on
Terraces of Lafayette proposal

The Lafayette City Council’s up-
coming appeal vote on the Ter-
races of Lafayette proposal gives
our town a chance to move past
a decade of debate and commit
to building a more inclusive
community. The Council should
seize the opportunity and vote to
approve the project.

Lafayette’s Planning Com-
mission approved the project on
July 1st after reviewing exhaus-
tive research into the project’s
impacts on air quality, fire safety,
traffic and emergency evacua-
tions. California’s Housing Ac-
countability Act (HAA) requires
that the city identify a “specific,

adverse impact upon the public
health and safety” to deny the
Terraces, and the Planning Com-
mission found no such risk. Not
only has the project been
deemed safe by our local gov-
ernment, but its 63 affordable
units will help address the af-
fordable housing shortage and
promote diversity in Lafayette.
We live in the midst of a glaring
housing crisis. Between 2010 and
2015, the Bay Area added just
one housing unit for every six
new jobs, far below the recom-
mended rate of one unit for
every 1.5 new jobs. Median
housing prices have nearly dou-
bled over the past decade, while
high construction costs and reg-
ulatory burdens encourage de-
velopers to build expensive lux-
ury units. The HAA, which was
strengthened through amend-
ments in 2017, aims to counter-
act these trends by offering legal
protections for proposals like the
Terraces that allocate at least
20% of their units for low-
income residents.

State-level lawmakers
strengthened the HAA in part
because the housing crisis per-
petuates inequality in California.
Housing policies during the mid-
20th century powered suburban

growth in the Bay Area that al-
most exclusively benefitted
white families. Racist laws and
lending practices prevented peo-
ple of color from buying homes
and building intergenerational
wealth through home
appreciation.

Even though the Fair Hous-
ing Act of 1968 outlawed explic-
itly racist housing policies, racial
wealth and homeownership gaps
persist. Nationally, the average
black family’s net worth is just
over one tenth of the average
white family’s. Across the Bay
Area, communities are more
segregated now than in 1970;
Lafayette is over 80% white.

While building more afford-
able housing won’t suddenly
make Lafayette diverse, it will
improve accessibility for those
who have been historically
excluded.

The affordable housing seg-
ment planned for the Terraces
project—63 units designated for
low-income residents—doesn’t

seem like much, but only 8 low-
income units have been built in
Lafayette since 2014. Approving
the project would significantly
increase our affordable housing
stock. At the same time, rejecting
the proposal would be fiscally
risky: If the city council denies
the project, Lafayette will proba-
bly lose millions of dollars to
lawsuits. Judges have sided over-
whelmingly with developers in
cases related to the HAA.
Instead of fighting court
battles Lafayette is unlikely to
win, let’s approve the Terraces
and focus on making the project
the best it can be for our com-
munity during design review.
After approving this proposal,
we can shift our attention to-
wards encouraging future af-
fordable developments that best
fit our town’s needs while
demonstrating our commitment

to equity.

Chris Mickas and Jeremy Levine
Inclusive Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Schools to reopen online

... continued from Page Al

The days will have six periods
only and include virtual acad-
emy at the beginning of each
day. One system, Canvas, will
replace School Loop and be the
main portal for all.

In Lafayette, the adopted
hybrid model also splits the
student body in two groups A
and B. Wednesdays are dedi-
cated to students' independent
online learning, while their
teachers collaborate, are
trained, or perform targeted
intervention. The instruction
would stop before lunch to
minimize contacts. The online
version would divide the week
between synchronous and
asynchronous online experi-
ence, with Wednesday being
the day without live
interaction.

In Orinda, the board de-
cided to separate the elemen-
tary school children in morn-
ing and afternoon groups with
Wednesday being their dis-
tance learning day. For the
middle school, an original
schedule was created combin-
ing an AM/PM model with in-
struction of only two subjects
at a time for a three-week ses-
sion. Each of the subjects, such
as English and science, would
be taught for three-hour blocks
to the same cohort of students,
thus minimizing the number of
students teachers see each day
in middle school. It is also
Wednesday that was chosen as
the remote learning day.

Moraga School District
adopted a similar AM/PM hy-
brid model along a quarter
rhythm for the middle school.
Students will take three classes
per quarter and will then

change classes for the next
quarter. They will be separated
in either morning or afternoon
cohorts and will work online
the rest of their day. This
model is the only one that of-
fers live instruction five days a
week to every student. The
model transfers to distance
learning with students having
three synchronous class in-
struction each day. The model
proposed for the elementary
school is one week in school,
one week online five days a the
week.

Many issues worry fami-
lies; child care for working
parents is a major concern.
Schools have said that they
would support families, but
capacity this year will be less
than last year. Models to decide
who gets child care are still be-
ing debated. Those who need
most hours could have priority,
or could be essential workers’
children, or a lottery could be
organized. Staff also noted that
often child care workers are
over 55 years old and probably
will not be eager to come back
to work.

Several task force groups
have worked on solutions for
Special Ed children and ESL
students who are likely to be
most impacted by distance
learning and hybrid models.
Everything has been discussed
from one-on-one online ses-
sions to special in-person op-
tions with distance learning.

Moraga and Orinda
planned to revisit their deci-
sion the week of July 20, as this
paper went to press. Until
numbers improve in the
county, however, online learn-
ing will be the mode of educa-
tion transmission.

SO LD 77 Amigo Ln., Walnut Creek

Julie Georgiou
925-200-8246

CalBRE # 01043977

f v

Tn(Tbe) &

neighborhood.

Custom 3 bedroom, 2 bath rancher with pool situated on
peaceful and private 1/2 acre lot. Prime Walnut Heights
$1,375,000 Represented Buyer

salesbyjulie@gmail.com

Better RELIANCE
oHOMES | parTners

REAL ESTATE

www.salesbyjulie.com

AAAAL
RENTE)SPACE

Store It Yoursell & Save

FOR 3 MONTHS
ON SELECT UNITS
LIMITED AVAILABILITY

WE'RE HERE FOR YOUI!!!
RENT FROM THE COMFORT
OF YOUR HOME :
WWW.5ASPACE.COM

AR
RENT{NSPACE

| *lare [T Yoarsslf & Sars

WE SELL BOXES,

Hours of operation during
the shelter in place
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

Or calf for an appointment.

WARDROBE BOXES,
LOCKS, FURNITURE
COVERS & OTHER
PACKING SUPPLIES

435 Moraga Rd. 5le. F
(925) 643-2026

www. SAspace.com
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P Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.
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DESIGN « REFINISHING » INSTALL: nﬂﬁ_

925-3?6 1113

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

« Frameless Shower Glass

o Shower Enclosures

o Custom Mirrors

+ New Windows/Patio Doors
+ Replacement & Installation

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510
www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Why bother doing
plastic sneeze guards
when you candoa
glass sneeze guard
which will not scratch
and last for years to
come.

Call us today for
your free quote!
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Fully Insured <

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm'

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Building
Foundations

e Lifting
e Leveling
e Stabilizing

UNDERPINNING

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Quality Hearing Aids ® In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, L

AMORINDA
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA -

TAUDIOLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Hearing Aid Evaluations
uol10910.d BuuesH sueldisniy

e
3540 Springhill Road | Lafayette | $4,250,000

An entertainer’'s dream with welcoming spaces to gather.
5 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms and 2 half bathrooms
with detahced guest cottage/office.

3540Springhill.com

Ann Newton Cane

|
415.999.0253 aoden
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com -
Lic.# 02084093 Sotheby’s

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Crunching Lamorinda’s COVID-19

numbers
By Sora O'Doherty

As levels of Covid-19 infec-
tions are again rising, resi-
dents of Lamorinda are try-
ing to assess their risk of con-
tracting the potentially
deadly disease, but obtaining
clear numbers limited to
Lamorinda is difficult if not
impossible. COVID-19 data is
collected at the county, state
and federal levels, and is
published on the internet.
However, there is little local
breakdown of the numbers
and there is little conformity
in how the numbers are re-
ported by different agencies.
As of July 20, local num-
bers stood as follows, for
Orinda, 72 cases in a popula-
tion of 19,009, Lafayette had
58 cases in a population of
25,604, and Moraga had just
27 cases in a population of
16,946. For ease of compari-
son, the county ranks the
number according to a pro-
jection of how many cases
that would represent out of a
population of 100,000.
Orinda is at 379 by that mea-
sure, Lafayette would be at
227, and Moraga would be at
159. Of course, local popula-
tion is nowhere near that
number. Lamorinda’s num-
bers compare to the worst lo-
cation in Contra Costa County,
San Pablo, which had 515
cases in a population of
31,413, or 1,639 cases out of
100,000. The best numbers in
the county have been
recorded at Bethel Island,
which had just 2 cases out of
a population of 2,137, which
would be just 94 cases out of
a population of 100,000.
Despite attempts to get a
more detailed breakdown for
Lamorinda, city, county and
state officials believe that
they are limited in what de-
tails they can release, citing

privacy concerns outlined in
the Health Insurance Porta-
bility and Accountability Act
0f 1996 (HIPAA). However,
some aggregate numbers are
available at the county or
state level.

As of July 15, the state of
California had over 356,000
reported cases of COVID-19
and more than 7,000 fatali-
ties. Fatalities were highest
among the Latino population
at 44%, with whites at just
over 31% and Blacks at
nearly 9%. Latinos represent
almost 39% of California’s
population, whites over 36 %
and Blacks only 6%, accord-
ing to the state database.
Latinos also represented
nearly 67% of COVID deaths
in children up to the age of 17
statewide.

County cases are also
broken down by age group,
with the highest number be-
ing in the 10-30 age group,
followed by the age groups by
decade. Children 13 to 18
have a slightly higher rate of
infection to individuals in the
71 to 80 age group, but the
numbers look very different
when you look at death rates,
as opposed to infection rates.
There are very few deaths re-
ported in the county for indi-
viduals under the age of 51.
The highest death rate is in
individuals from 81 to 90, fol-
lowed by those over the age
of 90.

There have been only 98
deaths in the county, and of
those, over 60 have been res-
idents and staff in long-term
care facilities. Orinda expe-
rienced an early cluster of in-
fections at the Orinda Acute
Care facility, but numbers are
low for long-term care facili-
ties in Lafayette and Moraga.
Cases in long-term care facil-
ities have been tracked by the
state. Only two facilities ap-
pear on the state list, how-

ever. Orinda Care Center LLC
had 40 reported cases, but
under 11 reported deaths and
no active cases. Moraga Post
Acute had less than 11 cases,
with no active cases and no
reported deaths. It appears
that facilities with no re-
ported cases are not included
in the list at all. Lamorinda
has 11 long-term care facili-
ties, according to Orinda Vice
Mayor Amy Worth.

Worth was involved in an
early effort to conduct a
baseline survey of long-term
care facility residents. The
community foundations of
Orinda, Moraga and Lafayette
raised funds for a local med-
ical group to conduct testing
in local long-term care facili-
ties. The doctors of the
Orinda Medical Group, Brian
Candell, Yenjean Hwang, and
Shawn D. Rosen, plus their
staff volunteered their time
to conduct the testing.

Recently, owing to a
sharp rise in the percentage
of positive COVID-19 tests in
the county to over 8%, the
county amended its social
distancing health order to
tighten face-covering re-
quirements and to prohibit
indoor gatherings where
there is an elevated risk of
infection. The over 8% testing
positivity result was sufficient
to trigger a review of the re-
opening activities in the
county that had been allowed
under a variance received
from the state in June.

The county temporarily
suspended indoor worship
services and required that
face coverings be required in
outdoor dining settings at all
time except when putting
food or drink in the mouth,
and similar requirements
were expanded to members
of extended family ‘social
bubbles.’

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at its meeting held on July 15, 2020, the Board of Directors of
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District adopted Ordinance No. 20-03 by the following vote:

AYES: DIRECTORS DONNER, JEX, JORGENS, AND DANZIGER
NOES: NONE

ABSENT: DIRECTOR BAITX

ABSTAIN: NONE

ORDINANCE NO. 20-03

ORDINANCE OF THE MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE DISTRICT OF CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CALIFOR-
NIA, SETTING FORTH THE REQUIREMENTS AND/OR RESTRICTIONS PERTAINING TO BANNING
OPEN BURNING AND RECREATIONAL FIRES DURING HIGH FIRE SEASON AND PROVIDING FOR
ENFORCEMENT OPTIONS AND PENALTIES.

Restriction on Fires During Hazardous Fire Conditions. Open Burning on all lands
within the jurisdiction of the Moraga Orinda Fire District (“MOFD”), including the local re-
sponse area (LRA), is prohibited when the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion (CalFire) issues a burn suspension in the state responsibility area (SRA). Open Burning is
also prohibited on all lands within the jurisdiction of the MOFD at any time the Fire Chief or his
or her designee finds that atmospheric conditions or other local circumstances make such fires
hazardous, including when factors, such as high winds, low fuel moistures, fire weather, the
issuance of red flag warnings, or severe threat of wildland fire, present the risk of destruction
by wildfire to life, wildlife, property or natural resources. The Fire Chief shall provide notice of
the suspension on Open Burning by posting the suspension on the District’s website and mailing
notice to those residents on its mailing list. This prohibition shall be made effective 24 hours
following its declaration. Any person who fails to comply with this section may be subject to
a fine of $500.00 per each day of violation. The prohibition on Open Burning applies to Open
Burning, Campfires, Bonfires, Portable Outdoor Fireplaces, Ceremonial Fires and Recreational
Fires, as defined in the 2019 California Fire Code. Campfires on private lands, with a MOFD
issued fire permit and any additional restrictions as determined by MOFD staff.

The Ordinance shall become effective on August 15, 2020. The full text of Ordinance
No. 20-03 is available for review by contacting the District Clerk during regular business hours
(8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) or online in the Agenda Packet posted for the meeting of July 15, 2020 at
www.mofd.org. Marcia Holbrook, District Secretary/District Clerk CCT #6440961
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Fine Jewelry Repairs
& Custom Designs

T

CG D‘ESIGNS
Catherine Dining- Goldsmith
3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
(925) 937-9570 | www.cgdesignsinc.com

PPP has saved downtown
retail ... so far

SHOE THERAPY at
ELMWOOD VILLAGE SHOES

- Stress Relief!
- Instant Satisfaction!
- Let us make you

Smile! S

We are open and ready to help you Safely!
Our store is easy to get to. We are the second exit off the
tunnel and five minutes off the freewoy.

Elscood Village Shoes

510-845-4054

Caroline’s Salon after its reopening in June.

Photo courtesy Caroline Wiseman

center on Mt. Diablo Boule-

By Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda businesses these
past months have faced a
difficult situation with open-
ing, distancing, closing again,
mask wearing and seeing a
reduced number of clients
than usual. With two waves
of Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram loans many are man-
aging to keep their financial
heads above water. While
being creative and innova-
tive, the future of Lamorinda
retail businesses is still un-
known, and will likely de-
pend on how much commu-
nity support they receive.
For Caroline Wiseman,
reopening her hair salon,
Caroline’s Salon, in June was
a celebration. Droves of peo-
ple came to get their hair
done and her team of 26 em-
ployees worked overtime six
days a week to accommodate
the number of appointments.
But then came the July 13
rollback restrictions and she
had to close again. She says
that PPP loans allowed her to
pay her employees and her
rent, but this time it is un-
employment for all and ne-
gotiation with Cortese In-
vestment for the rent. Ac-
cording to Wiseman, the
landlord is accommodating.
Tricia Wilkalis, the gen-
eral manager of Cortese In-
vestment Company, agrees
that PPP has been critical
during this period. She adds
that their business tenants
have been able to quickly
adapt to the current guide-
lines with social distancing,
masks, hand sanitizing stan-
dards, expanding outdoor
dining, etc. and that they will
continue to partner with
them through this challeng-
ing period. Cortese Invest-
ment owns, among other
properties, the Mercantile

vard and Lafayette’s La Fi-
esta Square.

Maria Gastelumendi at
Rising Loafer in Lafayette
also got through the first
months with a PPP loan from
Patelco Credit Union in
Lafayette. At first the
membership-driven finan-
cial institution was reluctant
to be a conduit for the Small
Business Administration-
backed program, but Richard
Wada, senior vice president,
chief lending officer of the
northern California non-
profit organization, said that
many of their members are
small businesses and they
got so many requests that
they had to move forward
with the program. Gastelu-
mendi got a $10,000 PPP loan
through Patelco, which has
allowed her to stay open.

Now like so many
restaurants she has had to
reinvent herself, testing
recipes with customers and
deciding on a limited num-
ber of dinners-for-two that
are offered daily for pickup.

At the Moraga Chamber
of Commerce, Executive Di-
rector Kathe Nelson has been
on the phone with her mem-
bers daily answering ques-
tions about the different op-
tions available to support
small businesses. She is very
concerned for some of them,
such as the dry cleaners that
have seen their business col-
lapse as people stay home;
not to mention the gyms or
programs like Luna in Mor-
aga that offers gymnastics
for children and has been
closed for months now. Joy
in Motion however, also
based in Moraga, has moved
its practices online, offering
4-week virtual summer
camps. Justin Cole, co-owner
of the dance school, was

happily surprised to see the
delight of even his youngest
audiences when provided
with the opportunity to be
moving to the beat of an on-
line class. He is looking into
providing an outdoor camp
on his premises.

24 Hour Fitness filed for
bankruptcy in June, closed a
third of its locations, and let
many Moraga trainers go on
July 1 - including favorite
senior fitness specialist Stu-
art Moore. Management
confirmed that the Moraga
location will not close per-
manently and is prepping for
a special protocol to keep
people safe when they
return.

In Orinda, Helen Ben-
tkowski, who opened the gift
shop Sanvitalia four and a
half years ago, was not able
to secure a PPP loan for that
store. She owns two shops as
a sole proprietor and SBA
would approve only one loan
per owner. The store in The-
atre Square was closed for
over three months and Ben-
tkowski says that the prop-
erty owner did not offer any
relief to the tenant. Ben-
tkowski was able to reopen
the beginning of July, offer-
ing her unique gifts, as well
as the succulent and orchid
arrangements she is known
for. She said that business
was slow in the Square,
though some of her regular
customers were back and
she has done everything she
could in the retail space, in-
cluding providing gloves to
any entering party, to make
it safe. She stressed how im-
portant the community sup-
port is at this time, otherwise
businesses such as hers
would disappear from
downtown areas.

.. continued on Page B2
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Learning: Empowered!
offers quality online tutoring
in a variety of subjects.

Chemistry « Math
Biology ¢ English ¢ Spanish

708-5423

1480 Moraga Road Suite C#211 Moraga, CA 94556 * info@learningempoweredtutoring.com ¢ www.learningempoweredtutoring.com

2915 College Ave, Berkeley
www.ELMWOODVILLAGESHOES.com
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WE ARE OPEN!
Make your appointment at
925-283-8933 or sales@antiguadoors.com
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STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT
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Double Chocolate S'mookies deliver summer s’mores flavor

Double Chocolate S’mookies

By Susie Iventosch

My friend sent me a recipe for s’mores
cookies last week and I thought it
looked so delicious that I literally
made them (with my own variations)
the very same day. Nothing screams
summer like s’mores, especially for

kids, but if you don’t happen to have
campfire capabilities in your own
backyard, these are a close second
and can be made right in the oven. We
had a family with three kids visiting
us, and although we have a fire pit
and usually make real s’mores, this
was a fun project to do with them.

INGREDIENTS

2 large eggs

1 teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS

Photo Susie Iventosch

Everyone raved about the cookie
dough, too, so be careful to guard it
carefully or you might not have any
cookies to bake! These are best eaten
right after baking, to maintain the
s’'mores feeling of gooey chocolate and
marshmallow goodness.

1 cup butter, (2 sticks) softened to
room temperature

1/2 cup granulated sugar

1 cup light brown sugar

1 tablespoon vanilla extract
2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour

Double Chocolate

S’mookies
(Makes about 3 dozen cookies)

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit

*This dough is almost exactly the
same as my triple chip cookie dough,
but this one calls for cornstarch,
which helps to keep the cookies softer
and chewier. I am going to try using it
in my regular chocolate chip cookie
recipe next time, too.

https://treksandbites.com

1 teaspoon haking powder

1 teaspoon baking soda

2 teaspoons cornstarch*

1 cup dark chocolate chips (I use 60% cacao)
1/2 cup milk chocolate chips (can substitute mini Reese’s cut into bits)
2 cups mini marshmallows, cut in half with kitchen scissors

8 whole graham crackers coarsely chopped

Preheat oven to 350 F. Spray a cookie sheet with cooking spray or line with
parchment paper.
In a large mixing bowl, beat butter with both sugars until creamy. Stir in vanilla
and egg and beat until well incorporated.

In a separate bowl, combine flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt and

cornstarch. Slowly add to butter-egg mixture and beat on slow speed until

one piece!

thoroughly mixed in.
Stir in chocolate chips, marshmallows and graham cracker pieces. Refrigerate
dough for one to two hours before baking.
Using your hands, make balls about 1 1/2-inch in diameter and place on
prepared baking sheet.
Bake for 10-12 minutes or until cookies are done and chocolate and
marshmallows are gooey. Remove from oven and cool for about 5-10 minutes.
Gobble them up as soon as they are set enough to get them off the baking sheet in

Family Focus

Some Covid-19 issues for couples

By Margie Ryerson,
MFT

Relationships can be strained
during the best of times. Typi-
cally, most couples find ways
both to spend time together
and also to pursue separate
interests and activities. With
the onset of COVID-19 recom-
mendations and restrictions,
some couples have found their
relationships tested as they
necessarily spend increased
time together in a more iso-
lated capacity. With more
limited social interactions and
fewer fun events to enjoy and
look forward to, couples may
take out their frustrations on
each other. Here are some is-
sues that I have seen in the
past few months:

Increased stress for
couples due to juggling work
commitments, child care
and home schooling, and
lack of alone time

A big strain has been on
couples who both work full-
time and have young children
who require attention. Prior
to the virus, these couples had
reliable day care. Some can
now continue with their
arrangements. But others are
reluctant to send their chil-

dren back to a day care setting
or have their nanny or
babysitter return to their resi-
dence. Fear of exposure to the
virus for themselves or older
members of their family or
their child interferes with a
smooth transition back to day
care provisions.

One couple, whom I first
met with for couples work in
April, both have high-level re-
sponsible positions that re-
quire 50- to 60-hour work
weeks. “Kevin” and “Jocelyn”
have an 18-month-old child,
“Beau,” who had been in day
care for over a year prior to
the coronavirus. Kevin has di-
abetes and must now be ex-
tremely careful. Both Kevin
and Jocelyn currently work
from home and alternate car-
ing for their toddler.

This couple, who have
been together for eight years,
never experienced relation-
ship problems until recently.
They were extremely stressed
because of their job demands
and were much more irritable
with each other while trying
to juggle childcare responsi-
bilities. Instead of working to-
gether as a team, they argued
and blamed and generally had
a high level of resentment to-

ward each other. When both
partners are very stressed, the
ability to feel compassion for
the other is compromised. Not
having much individual time
takes its toll as well. If life
suddenly becomes all about
work - job, childcare, house-
hold chores - our mood and
outlook can be greatly
affected.

One solution was to de-
velop a daily schedule for
each partner that allows for
work, childcare, and some in-
dividual time. Kevin and Joce-
Iyn could try to cover for each
other occasionally, but it was
important to delineate time
they each could count on for
their specific needs. Other
sessions addressed their un-
expressed, distressing emo-
tions — feeling helpless, over-
whelmed, worried and fear-
ful. Once they understood the
larger picture of what was
triggering their negative in-
teraction, they could feel more
united and supportive of each
other.

Strains on your rela-
tionship while being socially
isolated

There can be more pres-
sure on your relationship now
that you need to rely more on

Caroline’s Salon

Photo provided

... continued from Page B1

Wilkalis believes that what
is happening now will affect
downtown retail permanently.
Before the pandemic, she ex-
plained that owners had already
been seeing a shift in internet-
resilient businesses occupying
downtown. Moving forward, she
says that the city and landlords
are going to need to have the
willingness and flexibility to at-
tract businesses that are both in-
ternet and pandemic resilient;
what that is going to look like is
still unknown. Chris Curtis, a
real estate broker in the East Bay
says that the shift will likely have
to accommodate more workers
working permanently from
home, with some large offices
having to repurpose their spaces,
while remodeling of homes and
people moving from cities to the
suburbs will continue to grow.

each other for companion-
ship. One drawback is that
personality characteristics can
become more evident and
pronounced. Existing conflicts
can be heightened with more
exposure to each other and
because there are not as many
ways to avoid them. One
client, “Liz” complains that
her husband has now become
more of a worrier. She is al-
ready somewhat worried
about their finances and
health considerations for her
elderly father and for them-
selves. Liz actively tries not to
worry, however, since she
knows it doesn’t help and only
makes her unhappy. So, when
her husband, “Mitch,” uses
her as a sounding board for
all of his worries, she has a
difficult time listening and
giving support. She knows he
has more time on his hands
for reflection and few others
to turn to. I suggested that she
encourage him to also talk to a
therapist during this time,
both to alleviate some of his
anxiety and also to help Liz.

It is important to incorpo-
rate others into your lives at
this time. Whether you visit
remotely or in person at a
distance, it is up to all of us to
maintain relationships with
others as best we can. If you
are accustomed to a variety of
people and activities in your
life, it is understandable that
you miss having a full life.
This is a time of challenge to
try to find ways both to fulfill
yourself and to help keep your
relationship strong.

Disagreement on pre-
cautions for safety from the
coronavirus

This is a new develop-
ment that ’ve never dealt
with before as a therapist —
couples and families living to-
gether who have different
views on how to be safe in
view of a potentially danger-
ous virus. I have seen and
heard of many heated dis-
agreements, all of which are
really fear-based and not
about control. Children and
teens may regard parents’
concerns and restrictions as a
way for them to be intrusively
controlling during this time.
This viewpoint is very unfair
to parents and needs to be ex-
plained and challenged. Older
children need to read and
hear much of the information
available about the virus so
that it comes from an objec-
tive source and not just from
their “overly-involved”
parents.

When couples differ on

how to manage during this
time, the cost in relationship
satisfaction can be consider-
able. “Brad” and “Linda” have
been married for 44 years and
are both in the high-risk pop-
ulation for the virus. We have
been working together for
over a year, and now the issue
of safety has loomed large.
Linda wants to be extremely
cautious and not take any
risks. This means not ventur-
ing out among people to shop,
go to restaurants, or socialize.
Brad has a different attitude
and thinks the incidence and
potential dangers of the coro-
navirus are somewhat exag-
gerated. Linda is afraid that if
Brad contracts the virus be-
cause he’s decided to play golf
or fly to visit his brother, then
she will be at risk. She is wor-
ried for both of them and
would like Brad to be more
concerned as well.

Because of their different
approaches, both Linda and
Brad built up resentment to-
ward each other. Each felt the
other didn’t care enough
about his or her feelings.
Linda was too fearful to do
anything different, while Brad
felt too stifled. The only solu-
tion was to compromise. Brad
agreed to list current activities
he wanted to engage in, and
Linda agreed to select three of
them that she could try to tol-
erate. Brad agreed to take all
of the safety precautions that
Linda urged. And Brad also
agreed that he would not do
anything that caused Linda to
have deep fear; in other
words, he was willing to give
her veto power. With each
yielding some and showing
understanding of the other’s
needs, this couple has been
able to overcome much of
their virus-related conflict.

If you are experiencing
difficulty in your relationship
at this time, it is important for
one or both of you to get some
professional help.

| S E

Margie Ryerson, MFT, is a local
marriage and family therapist.
Contact her at (925) 376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. She is
currently working remotely on
FaceTime, Zoom and by phone.
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New art installation at Moraga Commons brings added whimsy

to the park

Utility box artist Anna Shao

By Vera Kochan

Situated among the trees
along Moraga Road and be-
tween the two playgrounds

stands a colorfully appliquéd
utility box, entitled “Moraga
Beauty,” covered with various
flowers and the town symbol
— Bartlett pears.

The artist is Campolindo

Photo Vera Kochan

approval.

High School student Anna
Shao, 16. “I've always loved
nature and wildlife,” stated
Shao. “I wanted to make
something that other people
would enjoy.”

The project started when
Sue Olsen of The Olsen Team
realtors approached Teresa
Onoda, liaison to the town
council for Art in Public
Spaces. Olsen was interested
in donating funds toward an
art creation in town. Onoda
decided to give a young artist
a chance at local notoriety by
“calling the Campolindo art
teacher to see who would be
the right person to do it.” The
decision was made to deco-
rate a utility box that was
owned by the town, because it
didn’t require council

Shao wrapped her paper
“canvas” around the sides
and the top of the 6-foot by 3-
foot utility box before first

drawing her designs in pen-
cil. “I wanted to do a collec-
tion of all the flowers I've
seen in Moraga,“ Shao ex-
plained. “I did a lot of re-
search on native plants and
made modifications to high-
light certain aspects of them.”
Her finished painting was
then transferred onto another
surface that would allow her
art to cover the box in a
shrink-wrap process much
like applying contact paper.

Shao enjoyed this new
experience of art creation
from its inception in Decem-
ber to the installation at the
Commons on June 17. “This
was such a great opportunity
for me to see what it would be
like if I was going to pursue a
career in art,” Shao said. “It
was really fun!”

Stating that this was a pi-
lot program, Onoda said,
“This one has been such a
huge success, we might be

open to more. I really want to
thank Anna for her talent and
her generosity and her time,
and Sue Olsen for making this
possible.”

Shao has received glow-
ing reviews from family and
friends who have posted pho-
tos on social media. Onoda
has heard positive comments
such as: “Beautiful”, “It has so
much life to it”, “It’s a won-
derful addition to the park”,
and “Who did it; are they
professional?”

“Moraga stands for fam-
ily, great schools, athletics
and has all the potential in
the world to stand for art,”
Onoda stated. “All of these el-
ements increase the value of
our homes and our lives. A
small investment in art can
provide a return worth mil-
lions of dollars in the in-
creased values of our homes,
plus it lifts our spirits.”

Campo student fundraiser
focused on COVID-19 relief

B

Photos provided

We@Campo, a club associated with the
We.org movement that provides peo-
ple (especially students) the tools to
change the world, held a spring
fundraiser facilitated by Arjun
Chhabra, an incoming senior at Cam-
polindo High School, by selling beauti-
ful, handcrafted Rafiki bracelets for
Mother’s Day and graduation.

“Rafiki bracelets are inspired by
Maasai beading traditions in Kenya,
handmade with love by women
known as mamas,” said Chhabra, who
followed CDC guidelines for local de-
livery. “We raised $1,234 benefiting
education, health, water, food, and
COVID-19 relief internationally in this
campaign and are planning our next
one already!”

Shannon Tague, one of the Class of
2020 advisors at Campo, helped imple-
ment the Plan “C” Campaign which
was a coordinated effort to virtually
celebrate Campo’s Senior Class during
the last two months of the school year.
“Each week we would pick a word that
started with the letter ‘C’ and use it as
a themed rally-call ... words such as
community, celebration, commemo-
rate,” Tague said. “Arjun contacted me
with an incredibly well-written com-
munication regarding his fundraising
effort selling Rafiki bracelets and
asked if we could include it in our
weekly communication to the senior
parents. Many were looking for small,
meaningful gifts to purchase as grad-
uation gifts, and loved the added ben-
efit of supporting a Campo-based or-
ganization focused on bettering the
world. Despite the [shelter-in-place],
Arjun found a way to smartly
fundraise for his organization and
showcase Campo’s commitment to
helping those in need.”

--J. Wake

Rafiki bracelets were delivered
safely during student fundraiser.

Arjun Chhabra wears a Rafiki

Lions scholarships awarded in
June

Kelly Robles and Leo Club advisor Sarah Morgan.

Submitted by Robert

Murtagh

The Lamorinda Lions Club continued
to present $1,000 scholarships to three
Campolindo High School graduates
during June. Those receiving the
awards are: Kelly Robles, Leo Club
President, C.J. Rago, Leo Club Vi-
cePresident and Brent Avenall.

Photo provided

Robles and Avenall were recog-

nized for their scholarship achieve-
ment and Rago for his community

service during his four years at Cam-
polindo. Due to the shortened school
year and the Health Department re-
quirements regarding the virus, the
club was not able to participate in an
Annual Awards Night at Campolindo.

The Lions Club congratulates all
the Class of 2020!

(71 M\ GO

George C Fisher, Jr

George Fisher, aged 93, passed
away peacefully at home June 10,

surrounded by family in The Villages, Fla.

A Naval veteran of WW II, he was a
graduate of the University of Orono, Maine.

He spent his career as a salesman for
Milliken, Inc.

Living in Moraga for 50 years, both
George and wife Julie became involved in
every aspect of the town. Beginning with
the incorporation of the town in 1974 until
their departure to Florida in 2014, most of
their time was centered around Parks &
Recreation endeavors. With a tenacious,
organized and relentless drive, he was

bracelet.

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-
ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations
to submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the
Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cel-
ebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

instrumental in the development of the trail

system that connected throughout the Bay
Area. The purchase of the historic Hacienda de la Flores and the founding of The
Moraga Movers were particular bright spots of achievement. But most importantly,
he was responsible for the placement of a post office mailbox in the Moraga
Shopping Center. Mom and Dad were named “Citizens of the Year” in 2006.

A dedicated member of the Church of Religious Science, Oakland, he was a
lifelong student of metaphysical studies. It was his idea to begin recording every
sermon for those who could not attend. His commitment to positive thinking
influenced everyone around him.

He was known as a genial host of many successful parties, notably the New
Year’s Day Recovery Party. The lifelong friendships formed during their years in
California were unmatched.

Many groups attracted his attention during his time in The Villages. He
introduced nextdoor.com, now one of the most prolific websites used by residents.

He was predeceased by his son John in March 2020.

Survived by wife Julie Fisher, daughters Holly (Jim) Baumgartner, Ann (Tim)
Wright, sister Joan Ewing and granddaughters Casey and Kelly Wright.

Condolences can be sent to The Fisher Family,

856 Folsum Place, The Villages, FL 32162
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LIVING TRUST

$ Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until September 2, 2020

* Power of Attorney for Finance
» Transfer of Real Property

Law Offices of

* Guardianship of Minor Children
INITIAL * Advanced Health Care Directive
F RE E CONSULTATION

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Lauren Smykowski

‘ Not to be missed

MUSIC

For potential remote lerners
Northern California Counties:
Auditions for the San
Francisco Boys Chorus
online classes are ongoing.
Classes will be conducted
online starting after Labor
Day. Boys under 7 are not
required to audition and will
be automatically accepted
into the exploratory music
program. Older boys must set
up an audition before classes
begin. To sign up and learn
more Visit
www.sfbc.org/auditions

THEATER

Shotgun Players presents
Quack Aug. 6-9 at 7 p.m.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

\ g

each day, at Zoom, 1901
Ashby Ave., Berkeley. Dr.
Irving Baer and his daytime
television show reach
millions of women across
America. Produced by the
infamous Shotgun Players,
with the signature aesthetic,
polish, and production values
audiences have come to
expect in an all-new virtual
space! Pay What You Can
Pricing starting at $8.
https://tinyurl.com/
shotgunquack or call
510-841-6500 or email
boxoffice@shotgunplayers.org

OTHER
The Miramonte Equity,

Diversity & Inclusion Parents
Group invite residents to join

Please submit events:

Not to be missed

Wednesday, July 22, 2020
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them this summer as they
kick off the Racial Justice
Reading Group with its first
book pick: "How to Be an
Antiracist" by Ibram X.
Kendi. Orinda Books has
graciously offered to order
extra copies so they hope
folks also take advantage of
this opportunity to support a
local business, and Orinda
Books will donate 20% to
MHSPC. Grab your copy now
so you can join MHSPC when
Miramonte teacher Steve
Poling leads it in a thoughtful
group discussion over Zoom
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18.

calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Worship services are available online to view or stream or they have been canceled for now.
Please call or check the individual websites for updated information.

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Sundavys at 9 a.m.

or any time you wish!

Lafayette-Orinda Pre:sléztenan Church

49 Knox Drive - Lafayette, = g5k 2B3-8722

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

/=
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ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

\ Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
- L 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
=5 www.stmarksorinda.org |

All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

IMMIGRANT | LGBTQ

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Mt.Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church | www.MDUUC.org

V

Sunday Service

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11 am

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM (at least through May 10%)
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

G LLE SARVILOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Join us at OSLC.NET
for our Sunday Livestream at 9:30 am
or any time on our YouTube Channel

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com

1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550
Online Service Only 10:45 AM

M vpe

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME
Services online:

mvpctoday.org

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800

Lafayette United Methodist Church
Go to to our YouTube Channel:
Love LUMC

for small-batch, home-grown, curated
worship playlists and more inspiration
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Ron Kroichick’s perspective on sports writing today

Photo provided

Ron Kroichick and his son Trevin at the U.S. Open at Pebble

Beach in June 2019.
By Jon Kingdon

“Find a job you enjoy doing
and you’ll never have to work a
day in your life.” — Mark Twain

Ron Kroichick, longtime
sportswriter for the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, took those
words to heart: “I was always
into sports and I liked to write
so it was a perfect match. It
merged my passions.”

These passions have led to
much recognition for
Kroichick’s writing: Best
Sports Feature in 2016, Cali-
fornia Newspaper Publishers
Association (for series on Na-
jee Harris, the nation's No. 1
college football recruit); Five-
time honoree, Associated
Press Sports Editors writing
contest; Four-time honoree,
Golf Writers Association of
America writing contest.

Kroichick, a longtime
Lamorinda resident, was born
in Chicago and moved to San
Diego when he was 12. It was
then when Kroichick began
anticipating a career as a
sportswriter: “I knew at age
12-14 that being a sports-
writer was what I wanted to
do.”

From that point, Kroichick
kept his eye on the prize. De-
spite being an all-league ten-
nis player and a member of
the Patrick Henry High School
basketball team, it was clear
to Kroichick that a career as a
professional athlete was not in
the offing and that a career in
sports journalism was a far
more realistic career goal. As
the sports editor and eventu-
ally the editor-in-chief for his
high school newspaper,
Kroichick went on to UC
Berkeley where he became
the sports editor of the school
paper as a sophomore.

It was a perfect match for
him, says Kroichick who grad-
uated in 1987 with a BA in
English: “Berkeley had a great
English department and the
combination of top flight aca-
demic school and working on
the student paper provided
me with a really good experi-
ence there.”

After an internship with
the Riverside Press-Enterprise,
Kroichick took a part-time job
with the Sacramento Bee that
soon became a full-time posi-
tion and later allowed
Kroichick to live in the Bay

Area, which he had come to
love during his time at Cal: “I
moved back to the Bay Area
because I was covering the
Oakland A’s from 1990 to
1994. It was a great time to be
covering the A’s with Jose
Canseco, Mark McGwire, and
Rickey Henderson, among
others. That experience really
shaped me as a sportswriter
because I got to cover this
‘rock-star’ kind of team. Not
only did they win a lot, they
were full of personalities.”

It was also a job more
suited to an unmarried re-
porter: “I did get tired of the
travel, being on the road con-
stantly,” Kroichick said. “I got
married in 1993 so when the
Raiders returned to the Bay
Area in 1995, that prompted
me to get my job with the
Chronicle. This enabled me to
get off the road and covering
football made for a much
more manageable life.”

It pays to have a “liberal
arts” education in sports to be
a sportswriter. It has not been
all football, baseball and bas-
ketball for Kroichick. He has
been called on to cover boxing
matches (“which was way be-
yond me”) and a horse race at
the California State Fair (“I
was a fish out of water there”)
but the reporting tools trans-
late the same for any event.

“You're a storyteller,” says
Kroichick. “It does help if you
have a passion and a back-
ground for a sport but if you
can tell stories, ask the right
questions and express your-
self with clarity, you can cover
anything. I did cover figure
skating at the Olympics in
Norway in 1994 for the Bee
which was the year of the
Tonya Harding-Nancy Kerri-
gan controversy. But that was
more soap opera than figure
skating.”

Working on the road,
Kroichick developed more of a
relationship with his fellow
writers than with those work-
ing in the office of his paper:
“There is a camaraderie and a
bit of a fraternity because you
don’t have that social interac-
tion most people have at the
office. We either work at
home or at an event so the
other beat writers became my

friends. When I started cover-
ing the A’s, I was only 24 so a
lot of the writers were from
my dad’s generation. They
were helpful, not so much
about writing but how to han-
dle the life — how to manage
the travel, how to take it when
a player would get angry at
you.”

When Kroichick was at
Cal, he did some work under
Dan McGrath for the Chroni-
cle and it was McGrath as
sports editor for the Bee who
gave Kroichick his first full-
time job. McGrath’s initial
advice was short and to the
point: “Dan told me to ‘Keep
your eyes and ears open and
don’t think you know it all be-
cause you don’t.' It’s the best
advice I ever got.”

It’s more than just cover-
ing a game and writing a story
for the reporter today. Work-
ing as a beat reporter, cover-
ing the Oakland A’s was a job
with constant deadlines.
Kroichick’s chosen field at Cal
prepared him to operate with
the clock ticking: “It helped
that I was an English major,
writing essays and papers at
the last minute in college,”
Kroichick said. “You learned
how to organize your
thoughts quickly. Baseball
was great training for that be-
cause I was on deadline pretty
much every night. Those five
years really set me up where I
learned to not panic, write
quickly, organize my thoughts
and express them clearly.”

In dealing with so many
different types of personali-
ties, it’s only natural for a re-
porter to develop relation-
ships, friendships, and respect
for a number of the athletes
and to have favorite players
and coaches to deal with. It
was certainly no different for
Kroichick: “It’s not like it’s a
big chore for them to talk with
us. If they treat you like a per-
son, that does not go unno-
ticed and is appreciated.”

Dennis Eckersley - Oak-
land A’s — “I still keep in touch
with Eck. He was so real, and
I admired his authenticity. He
wasn’t afraid to show his vul-
nerabilities. Even after giving
up a big home run, he would
stand up and answer our

questions. He really took re-
sponsibility for his successes
and his failures."

Stephen Curry - Golden
State Warriors — “Steph might
be the most grounded super-
star in sports today. He treats
people with respect. There
are times we’ll talk about golf,
a big passion for him and it’s
like two guys hanging out and
chatting.”

Steve Young, former 49ers
quarterback — “I’'ve gotten to
know him through the 49ers
and golf events. He is such a
good guy who is willing to
connect on many different
levels. I talked with Steve at
Pebble Beach after the Super
Bowl earlier this year, and he
gave me some great quotes
about Kyle Shanahan and
Jimmy Garoppolo.”

Steve Kerr — Golden State
Warriors — “He is just so smart
and does not have a big ego
which is unusual for someone
so successful at the highest
level. He can also talk about
many subjects beyond basket-
ball. He’s really intelligent and
doesn’t talk down to the
writers.”

As for his favorite sports
to cover, Kroichick has found
much truth in George Plimp-
ton’s perspective on sports:
The smaller the ball, the bet-
ter the writing. “I think there
is some truth to that,” says
Kroichick. “It’s the pace of the
game. Baseball and golf are
my favorite sports to cover.
Baseball is better to write
about because it unfolds at a
slower pace, so you have time
to develop a story. I've cov-
ered golf over the last 15
years. It develops at a slow,
rhythmic pace where you
have time to delve into a
player’s backstory and per-
sonality, covering much more
than just what club he hit. I
really have become more into
golf the last 10 years because
I’'ve been able to play with my
son, Trevin, and it’s been a
great father-son bonding
thing.”

As the games and athletes
have evolved, so have the fans
which is something that the
sportswriter has to take into
account, says Kroichick:

... continued on Page C2
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" insuance — Jll  tir Core Services

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

$10 per 1/2” dlassified ad height.

Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Renee's
Jeniorn fenvices

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?

Or a little companionship
Call Renee: 925-393-8732

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Rototilling

£+ Ken's Rototilling
<2 <4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

| Handyman [ Plumbing

» Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§ concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Reach 65,000

with your ad
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Ron Kroichick’s perspective on sports writing today

... continued from Page C1

“You know that everyone is
going to have the score on
their phone or they have
watched the game on TV so
explaining what happened is
no longer enough. You have to
give them a reason to read the
story beyond that the A’s won
or the Raiders lost. You need
to provide an insight into
things like why they called a
certain play or why a player
felt good or poorly that day.
That is why it helps to have a
relationship with the athletes

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

and an insight into their past
or some twist which then al-
lows you to write original
content that isn’t going to
seem stale to the readers. My
goal is to provide something
that readers and fans can’t get
anywhere else.”

With the loss of many
newspapers and the reduction
in the staffs of the papers that
have survived, aspiring jour-
nalists need to be alert to
other opportunities that may
be available, says Kroichick:
“If I were just coming out of
college and had ambitions of
being a sportswriter, my first

925-377-0977

piece of advice would be to
have a plan B. There are all
kinds of ways to be involved
in the sports industry that
might not be traditional jour-
nalism because the reality is
that traditional journalism
has changed and has con-
tracted and there are simply
fewer jobs available.”
Working for a good publi-
cation in a very desirable
market has allowed Kroichick
to live the fans dream, having
covered World Series, Super
Bowls, NBA Finals, 11 Master
and US Open golf tourna-
ments. Yet none of these have

www.lamorindaweekly.com

compared to the thrill
Kroichick found watching his
son play for and have a lot of
success for the Campolindo
High School basketball and
baseball teams.

“I've had a really fortu-
nate career to cover these
events and I don’t think any-
thing has been more exciting
than watching Trevin,” he
said. “In fact, it’s not even
close. The most exhilarating
feeling I've ever had in sports
was seeing Trevin succeed in
sports at Campo. When Trevin
hit the winning free throws
against Whitney in the state

Wednesday, July 22, 2020

tournament, the adrenaline
rush was so much better than
any sporting event I ever cov-
ered. It’s not only that he had
a good experience but that my
wife and I were able to watch
him and share it together.”

Though his career at the
Chronicle is far from com-
plete, Kroichick can look back
on his life and work so far
with great affection: “I just
feel grateful I've gotten to do
what I love to do, and do it
where I want to live.”

SHOP MORAGA

& l A good neighbor

has your back.

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce
shop

Moraga MAKE LIFE EASY

irstsCom SHOP LOCAI

SeHOE DR A AFIES T OO

100% Cotton

Face Masks
for Kids and Adults

F
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;'f:-". ':--'] =1
L¢ g ¥

'.._ "q-,.”ﬂﬁ"'.' # « Masks made from reversible 100% cotton
« Comfort Soft Lycra ear loops
« Pocket for Filter (filter not included)
Made in Seattle
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(HARDWARE £ LUMBER

SINCE 1967

1409 Moraga Way, Moraga | 925.376.3600
www.moragahardware.com | Moraga Shopping Center

Community Cup Moraga

-

Helping Local Businesses

One Cup at a Time
please go to www.moragachamber.org and donate
to your local business community. All proceeds
provide grant money to Moraga Businesses.

E
N Or

I $50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

MORAGA GARDEN
CENTER |
Trees & Shrubs
Flowers & Vegetables

Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the
Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from Complete Auto Repair
the Post Office) State of California

Brake, Lamp &
‘I ‘ PRy Smog Station [},
L ADJUSTING

_— " I STATION

377-6020

WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

WETAR Corilflad o

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

2 | E

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T O Z
¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing LPFED
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis FPECF

e Specialty Contact Lens Care

¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses ——

Drada * b ) o KE

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00

Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Q{ﬁeem (Va[[ey

Pet Sho oppe

FPet Food & Supplies
Rheem Valley Center 388 Fark Street Moraga (925) 376-86399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 11a.m.to5 p.m.

The UPS Store  Bs

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

v~ Postal Services

v/ Business Services

v Live Scan
Fingerprinting

v/ Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services
v Notary Services

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

Bayﬂrea home
cevmpanions

in-home care services

ﬂffordab @ompeteut Warm & @ompasswnate Adult Care
* Personal Care

¢ Light Housekeeping

e Meal Preparation e Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

WELL BFLL MEFE,
wmnﬂ-‘-ut BOXEE,

= 25%

M aulous

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on @‘1
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shoppmg Center

Professional Automotive

Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

4
Bminess qftbe Year 530 Moraga Rd. o 925'376'0692

www.moragamotors.com

Watch for Love Lafayette August 5

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Sweet, savory summer

Beautiful pink cherry plums hang on the tree.

By Cynthia Brian

“Steep thyself in a bowl of summer.” — Virgil

Summer! Just saying the word puts a
smile on my face.

Since I was a little girl, the months of July
and August were times of great joy, working
as a laborer picking or cutting apricots,
peaches, and pears in neighbors’ orchards or

Photos Cynthia Brian

fruit shed to earn money for college during
the day, followed by unwinding with evening
baseball games in the fields. Sundays were
spent with cousins and relatives swimming
in the pool at my grandparents’ vineyard.
Our parents would prepare a feast for dinner
after harvesting whatever vegetables were
ready in the garden while the kids braved
the thorny brambles to find the juiciest
berries for dessert. In the station wagon on

The Real Estate Quarter in Review .. read on Page D4

the way back to our ranch, we’d fall blissfully
asleep, our hearts filled with happy memao-
ries and our bellies pleasantly satiated, ex-
cept, of course, for my Dad, the driver.

Summer boasts a sweet and savory story
with harvests of corn, tomatoes, cucumbers,
peaches, pears, apples, plums, prunes, egg-
plants, zucchini, berries, peppers, and other
nutritious treats that will grace our dining
tables. Although this summer I won’t be
hosting any barbecue buffets, I still enjoy
picking fresh fruit in my orchard and eating
my home-grown vegetables. Pink cherry
plums are plump and especially delicious
this year as are the deep dark purple prunes.
Prunes and plums come from the same
genus, prunus, yet they are not identical.

... continued on Page D10

Shrub filled with black currant berries.



VLATKA BATHGATE

#1 Coldwell Banker Realtor in Orinda

IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?

Call me at 925 597 1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com =,

CalBRE#01390784
i coLDweLL GLOBAL
TSR I:III LUXURY:

A Nature Embraced OCC Estate
3 Valley View Ln, Orinda

¥ .‘.n. i .I.

approx 5,409 sqft on 1.32 acre
Offered at $3,195,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 24 $1,010,000 $2,400,000
MORAGA 11 $660,000 $2,125,000
ORINDA 14 $815,000 $3,200,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3219 Apache Court, $1,270,000, 3 Bdrms, 1767 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-04-20

3232 Brookwood Drive, $1,845,000, 4 Bdrms, 3644 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $1,610,000, 06-13-17

7 Butler Drive, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 3606 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 06-05-20

376 Castello Road, $1,575,000, 5 Bdrms, 2319 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 06-09-20,
Previous Sale: $975,000, 09-28-07

3164 Cordova Way, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1840 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-05-20,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 06-03-16

905 Dewing Avenue, $2,225,000, 2 Bdrms, 1349 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 06-01-20,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 06-16-18

3550 East View Drive, $1,760,000, 3 Bdrms, 2782 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt, 06-09-20

3262 Elvia Street, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2964 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $196,000, 07-01-85

482 Florence Drive, $1,435,000, 3 Bdrms, 1813 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-01-20,
Previous Sale: $840,000, 09-22-04

638 Los Palos Drive, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2710 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $1,022,000, 03-16-01

3143 0Old Tunnel Road, $1,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 2013 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-10-20,
Previous Sale: $1,085,000, 08-24-18

569 Silverado Drive, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2585 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 02-21-17

1015 Silverhill Drive, $1,650,000, 5 Bdrms, 4877 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-22-20,
Previous Sale: $1,437,000, 07-17-17

3437 Stage Coach Drive, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 4042 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 05-29-20,
Previous Sale: $835,000, 10-01-91

3379 St Marys Road, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 2791 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-12-20

1154 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,685,000, 5 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $1,600,000, 04-09-18

3266 Sweet Drive, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1202 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $1,395,000, 07-18-18

1045 Timothy Lane, $2,180,000, 4 Bdrms, 2833 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,650,000, 05-26-17

1146 Upper Happy Valley Road, $1,620,000, 2 Bdrms, 1089 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt,

06-09-20

1034 Via Media, $1,250,000, 2 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 06-08-20

1049 Via Nueva, $2,315,000, 4 Bdrms, 3057 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $395,000, 09-15-98

1029 Willow Drive, $2,282,500, 5 Bdrms, 3576 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-21-20,
Previous Sale: $1,760,000, 08-15-17

3980 Woodside Court, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2534 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 06-08-20

3375 Woodview Drive, $1,925,000, 4 Bdrms, 2803 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $139,500, 09-01-77

... continued on Page D8
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LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD
999 OAK HILL RD., #100 1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100 100 RAILROAD AVE., #A 60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B Chistinetive ﬁ/}«p/,,/,f/,ya;
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 DANVILLE, CA 94523 BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
WWW.DUDUM.COM 0:925.2841400 F:925.284.1411 0:925937.4000 F:925937.4001  0:925.800.3510 F:925.800.3520  O:925.937.4000 F:925.937.4001
ADAM HAMALIAN 3495 BLACK HAWK ROAD, LAFAYETTE ~ $2,395,000 2671 MOSSY OAK DR., DANVILLE CALL FOR PRICE 472 KINGSFORD DRIVE, MORAGA BRYAN HURLBUT

$1,490,000
R

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

CHRISTINA LINEZO

925.383.5500

DRE# 01347508

JANE SMITH

MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

3526 EAGLE POINT ROAD, LAFAYETTE  $2,200,000

116 ALTA MESA COURT, MORAGA $969,000 1182 GLEN ROAD, LAFAYETTE $3,595,000

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JOY WIEHN

925.788.5449  JULIE DEL SANTO/MATT MCLEOD  925.818.5500  ZOCCHI & ASSOC/TERESA ZOCCHI ~ 925.360.8662

$3,100,000

925.817.9053

DRE# 01938194

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

| - s : : « = -;.;'..I. .
MARY PISCITELLI/PETER GILLIS 925.765.9095 JOHN FONDNAZIO 925.817.9053  TINA FRECHMAN 925.915.0851

L 11 CANDLELIGHT LANE, LAFAYETTE ~ $2,079,500 11 KETELSEN COURT, MORAGA $1,385,000
925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

LISA TICHENOR

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

MARY PISCITELLI

925.285.1093 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500  MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500  SMITH HOMES TEAM . 925.998.1914 925.765.9095

DRE# 01478540 DRE# 01426129
MATT McLEOD RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS TERESA ZOCCHI TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI

-

A

L5

925.464.6500 415.990.1672 925.788.5449 925.212.7617 925.360.8662 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01994561 DRE# 01313819 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01907345 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

The second quarter of 2020 was surprisingly
strong although with a smaller volume of
closed sales on the residential side of Lam-
orinda real estate. The closings that oc-
curred were those that mostly went under
contract from mid-February to late May —
the beginning several weeks were in flux
because of the restrictions on showing
homes that were in place and then in-
creased once agents understood the allow-
able parameters of how to show houses.

Agents have not been able to hold physi-
cal broker or public open houses for several
weeks, but homes could and can be shown
either virtually or through appointments
with listing agents.

Supply started the quarter with less
than a typical amount of inventory, but that
increased through especially May and June.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors
statistics reported from April 1 through June
30, 65 single family homes closed in
Lafayette. This was a sharp decrease from
the 105 single family homes closed in the
same period one year ago. Sales prices
ranged from $950,000 to $3.338 million and
the average number of days on market was
15. In the year ago second quarter it was 22
days. The average sales price was
$1,794,912 — nearly the same as a year ago
when it was $1,779,112.

In Moraga there were 41 single-family
closings, which was down from 52 in the
year ago period. Prices ranged from
$900,000 to $2.265 million. The average sale
price was $1,548.585, again almost identical
to 2019 when it was $1,542,888 and 2018’s
$1,508,591. The average marketing time was
down slightly to 13 days from 17 days a year
ago.
In Orinda, the number of single-family
closings was down to 60 from 77 a year ago
and 97 in 2Q18. Sales prices ranged from
$785,000 to $3.8 million with an average
price of $1,808,271, a substantial increase

from $1,623,995 in this quarter in 2019. In
2018 it was $1,705,473 and $1,723,552 in
2017. It took an average of 25 days to have a
house go pending, about the same as the 23
days in the same period a year ago.

In the quarter ending June 30, on an av-
erage price per square foot basis, Lafayette
detached single-family homes sold at
$683.27. One year ago it was $708.33. It was
$693.66 per square foot in 2018. Moraga
homes sold for $651.11 — a continued in-
crease from the $620.42 in 2019 and up
from $577.39 per square foot in 2018.
Orinda was down again to $657.88 this
quarter from $672.90 a year ago and up
from $635.35 in 2Q2018.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was
99.6% of the final asking price. In Moraga it
was 100.5% and in Orinda it was 99.6%.
This is the first time in several quarters
where the average sales price was actually
below the average list price.

In the condominium/town home cate-
gory, Lafayette had three closings between
$815,000 and $1.825 million, Moraga had 10,
down from 20 a year ago and in 2018 when
there were 34. They ranged from $329,000
to $1.31 million. Orinda had none.

As of July 16, there were 100 homes un-
der contract in the MLS in the three com-
munities combined. A year ago, there were
78 homes under contract per the MLS in the
three communities combined. It should be
pointed out that there is only one foreclo-
sure. This increase can be partially ex-
plained by more homes coming on the mar-
ket in May and June and early July that were
withheld at the beginning of the pandemic.

Inventory remains relatively low. There
are 127 properties on the market and a year
ago there were 146 available properties in
the three communities combined.

There are “only” 45 properties on the
market in Lafayette — about the same as the
42 at this same time a year ago. Asking
prices in Lafayette currently range from
$795,000 to $5.495 million. In Moraga, buy-

ers have their choice of 37 homes or condo-
miniums listed between $440,888 and $3.2
million. A year ago at this time there were
34.

In Orinda there are 45 — again a huge
decrease from 70 on the market at the same
time a year ago. The list prices range from
$1.165 million to $8.995 million. And a few
are new construction in Wilder. There are
no bank-owned or short sales currently in
the MLS available in the three communities.

At the high end, 40 homes sold above $2
million in the three communities combined.
A year ago, there were 56. There are also 29
currently available above this amount in
Lamorinda.

Interest rates continue to fall making for
more affordability, and we are seeing some
buyers come to the area because they feel
they will likely not be commuting as much
(especially on the tech side) and feel that to
live further distances from San Francisco or
Silicon Valley is now more manageable.

Lastly, it is important to look at what
homes are selling for versus their list prices.
Often homes come on the market at unreal-
istic prices, and they do not sell, but in the
second quarter of this year still many
homes have had multiple offers and have
sold at or above the list price.

We are still seeing many buyers having
to make offers without the traditional con-
tingencies of obtaining financing or having
a home appraise or even having the home
inspected. Many sellers are now opting to
obtain pre-sale inspections in order to un-
derstand the condition of their homes and
to also prevent a buyer from trying to rene-
gotiate a lower price or repairs.

Of the 65 single family sales that closed
in Lafayette in the second quarter of 2020,
33 sold at or above the final list price.

In Moraga, 27 of the 41 sales were at or
above the asking price and in Orinda, 38 of
the 60 sold at or above the final listing price.
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YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:

LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN

MARAM BATA

VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI

JIM ELLIS

JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY
SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY
CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE
WALTER NELSON
BRUCE NEWMAN
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG
GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

SCOTT WINBURNE
FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LAMORINDA EXPERTS - GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Lafayette
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Valley View Ln. $3,195,000
Prestigious Luxury Estate
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.3ValleyViewLn.com  Lic #01390784

20 Hacienda Circle $4,250,000
Stunning state of the art Orinda estate designed by Orinda architect Richard
Bartlett includes 8000+ sg. ft. comfortably situated on a flat 1.3-acre site
adjacent to the Orinda Country Club’s 13th hole. www.20haciendacircle.com

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344; Laura Abrams 510-697-3225  Lic#00878893,

#01272382
Orinda Orinda
o S

51 Silverwood Drive $2,650,000
Tranquil private estate on 1.33 acres
4 BR/3.5 BA, single level living

Linda Van Drent 510-913-7098
51SilverwoodDr.com Lic # 01051129

Orinda
=

212 El Toyonal $1,695,000
Quintessential Masterpiece Light filled Remodeled 2-Stry Rancher
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573 w/ Stylish architectural touches

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
3 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
www.10Rheem.com Lic #01390784 Lic#01272382

1 Madera Lane

127 Warfield Drive $1,649,000
Updated/VIEWS!!/Near LP Grammar

Tom Stack 925-878-9964
Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

$1,625,000

Views! Sunsets! and More Views!
Private end of the cul-de-sac location with
decks and lawn. Hide from the world!

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
www.1maderalane.com Lic#01272382

www.TomStack.com Lic #01501769

www.212eltoyonal.com

Orinda

San Ramon

il *l = .
66 Tara Rd. $1,165,000
Nature Lover’s Paradise Summit Ridge - HUGE VIEWS

Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573 3 bedroom, 2 2 bath, Stunning Remodel

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599
Lic #01390784 Lic #01327015

563 Monarch Ridge $1,095,000

59 Canyon Green Way $1,399,000
Resort Style Living

Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573
Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com Lana Fitzpatrick 925-872-4660

13 Valencia $1,249,000
Live, Play & Work! Updated with base-
ment and private yard with lush lawn.
59CanyonGreenWay.com Lic #01390784 Lic #01805218 www.66TaraRd.com

Oakland

1175 66th Street $949,000
Modern Oakland Condo w/Private Elevator
Christine Mason 925-900-5288 Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Christine@christineMason.me Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
Lic #02050542 www.OrindaRealty.com Lic #01390784

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

5316 Wdodgrove Ct $1,099,000
Crystal Ranch Dream Oasis
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.OrindaRealty.com Lic #01390784

503 Woodminster Dr. $9,000

Heart of Walnut Creek. 2 Oversized Prime, private setting
Brms, Lots of natural with light!

Ana Zimmank 925-640-6008
ana.zimmank@cbnorcal.com Lic #00469962

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x



5 bd + office | 4 ba | 4000 sqft | .73 acre
+ 1 bd, 1ba, full kitchen 'Carriage’ House

A graciously designed, traditional farmhouse that
exudes lovely New England charm in one of
Orinda’s most family-friendly locations.

Offered at $2,795,000

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A




Nature lover’s
IN MARVELOUS MORAGA.

12 Himberly Drwve, Moraga

Set at the end of a cul-de-sac on 4 glorious acres that back to 200 acres of open
space rests this beautifully built and perfectly designed home completed in 2003.
With a spacious and functional floor plan including; Grand Living Room with views
of Mt. Diablo, Formal Dining Room, large Chef's Kitchen / Family Room combo and
luxurious Primary Bedroom all on the Main level and each with French doors for
indoor/outdoor living at its best!

52,695,000

Amy Rose Smith .
Village Associates FINDING THE Aight FIT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com d . . .

www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 F AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




SOAKMONT

The Golden State Series

Now Available

Latest release of four

new homes in the new
Oakmont neighborhood.
Steps to Piedmont Avenue

Master planned for
optional solar,

air conditioning,
in-law suite and
elevators to meet
owner’s future needs.

Private Showings
by Appointment

Starting at $1,995,000

TheGoldenStateSeries.com THE PRESCOTT | 4523 Howe Street THE STINSON | 4521 Howe Street

- Designer chef’s kitchen with commercial range
and stainless steel appliances per plan

- Open floor plans with expansive folding doors
lead out to the lovely private patio per plan

- 3+ Bedrooms - Spa-like master suite

- 3+ baths - Ample closet and storage space

- Office space per plan - 2 car dedicated parking space & garage

- Exquisite details in each unique home

Andrew Pitarre
Real Estate Consultant
4153429950
APitarre@gmail.com

DRE 01867911 C @ M PA S S

tended for informati

ity laws. License Number 01527235, All materiol pres
ithdrawal may be made wi

'd abides by Equal Housing Opy

Experience
Matters

As a fifth generation family company, we
know that experience counts when it comes
to senior living. Merrill Gardens offers a
quality senior living environment and a
seasoned team that is here for you.

M MERRILL GARDENS

— —— LAFAYETTE

Call today to schedule your virtual visit!

(925) 272-0074 e merrillgardens.com
1010 Second Street, Lafayette, CA 94549 a

Lic #079200597

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care
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Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020

Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

MORAGA

63 Ashbrook Place, $1,557,500, 4 Bdrms, 2578 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-02-20,
Previous Sale: $885,000, 09-21-11

718 Augusta Drive, $989,000, 3 Bdrms, 2065 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $745,000, 06-25-09

164 Calle La Montana, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 2416 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-08-20

1435 Camino Peral, $660,000, 2 Bdrms, 1159 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-08-20,
Previous Sale: $395,000, 03-05-10

762 Camino Ricardo, $1,735,000, 4 Bdrms, 2259 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 06-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 12-04-15

11 Gloria Court, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 1573 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-12-20

4 Huff Court, $1,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 1448 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $655,000, 05-19-10

117 Natalie Drive, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1942 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-04-20,
Previous Sale: $663,000, 11-14-12

1743 Spyglass Lane, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $1,310,000, 06-01-18

56 Warfield Drive, $1,543,500, 5 Bdrms, 2205 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $129,000, 06-01-78

180 Willowbrook Lane, $2,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 3000 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 06-11-20,
Previous Sale: $2,005,000, 02-28-17

ORINDA

15 Donald Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2977 SqFt, 1991 YrBIt, 06-10-20

51 Donna Maria Way, $1,899,000, 4 Bdrms, 3157 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-01-20,
Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 10-24-17

17 Estabueno Drive, $1,700,000, 5 Bdrms, 2564 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-11-20

513 Miner Road, $3,008,000, 3 Bdrms, 3825 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-12-20

458 Moraga Way, $815,000, 3 Bdrms, 1222 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-08-20

50 Muth Drive, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 3169 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 06-12-20

16 Oak Court, $2,055,000, 4 Bdrms, 3749 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 06-12-20,
Previous Sale: $1,765,000, 10-25-04

49 Overhill Road, $2,700,000, 6 Bdrms, 4970 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-03-20,
Previous Sale: $1,575,000, 07-08-15

5 Paintbrush Lane, $2,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 5269 SqFt, 2010 YrBlt, 05-19-20

4 Ramona Drive, $1,265,000, 3 Bdrms, 1296 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 06-12-20

21 Sycamore Road, $2,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 4545 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 05-27-20

121 Tappan Lane, $2,999,000, 4 Bdrms, 3651 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 06-04-20,
Previous Sale: $1,610,000, 07-21-17

2 Van Ripper Lane, $3,200,000, 6 Bdrms, 4423 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-04-20,
Previous Sale: $2,735,000, 06-22-16

23 West Hill Way, $2,150,000, 4 Bdrms, 3016 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 05-20-20,
Previous Sale: $2,150,000, 05-31-19



Pt
J USt LiSted PADDY KEHOE TEAM

1985 Reliez Valley Road in Lafayette
4 Bed | 3 Ba | 3078 Sq Ft | Single Story Home | Sparkling Pool | Price Available upon Request

The Lamorinda market is seeing record-setting prices

. . . being driven by low interest rates and more buyers
o relocating from San Francisco and the Silicon Valley to

Lamorinda. Call us to list your home.

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Dave Schurhoff Christine Frazier Brittany Hogan
9259979569 925.550.2130 925.233.9061
dave.schurhoff@compass.com christinefrazier@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
- DRE 01834201 W | DRE 01949722 DRE 01990287
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is C @ M P ﬁ S S
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

o S PR

Cynthia’s mom’s Italian traditional tomato
summer salad grown in the garden.

... continued from Page D1

Plums are usually round, red or yellow,
whereas prunes are oval-shaped and purple,
almost blackish with a pit that dislodges
easily. Plums and prunes are also related to
cherries, peaches and almonds, all in the
family prunus. This season my cherry plums
have a distinct flavor of peaches. My peaches
aren’t ripe, but they are planted close to the
plums. Every year the taste varies. Because
cherry plums are the size of cherries and
quite crunchy when not over-ripe, I freeze a
few and eat them like a popsicle. Sometimes
I add the frozen plum to my beverage for an
enlivening alternative to ice. I plan on
dehydrating some of the prunes or drying
them for future use.

My girlfriend, Nora, is a huge fan of black
currants, also known as cassis. Over 30 years
ago her dad gave her a cutting from their
family currant shrub to plant in her garden.
Harvesting the currants brings a sweet
memory of the times she spent with her

Sweet, savory summer

Crocosmia, the firecracker plantis a
hummingbird magnet and great for cutting.

doctor dad. This year’s crop was profuse.
She’ll freeze a few cartons of these tasty,
complex, and medicinally useful fruit for her
family’s winter enjoyment. My black currant
flowers were prolific, yet my berries were
disappointing. A handy tool for harvesting is
a Scandinavian berry picker that eliminates
having to pluck single berries one by one.

It wouldn’t be summer without the sweet
and savory ingredients of fresh-picked corn,
cucumbers, and heirloom tomatoes. If you
are not growing any, farmers' markets have
bushels ready to buy. I soak the ears of corn
with the husk on in a bucket of water for an
hour, then, pull back part of the husks, lather
with a basil-garlic butter, and steam them on
the barbecue. Yummy! My mother’s tomato
salad has been a family tradition for ages.
Slice heirloom tomatoes, red onions and
cucumbers. Add chopped garlic and red,
orange, or green bell peppers. Dress with
olive oil, wine vinegar, and balsamic. Season
to taste. Voila! A beautiful and scrumptious
summer salad.

Photos Cynthia Brian

Purple prunes hanging from the branch.

Finally, don’t forget to cut a few stems of
“pretties” to add to a vase. Right now, the
crocosmia or firecracker plant is in full
bloom and makes a fantastic cut flower.
Leave several in the garden for the hovering
hummingbirds. Don’t forget to refill
fountains so that our bird friends can have a
refreshing drink or bath.

Fire season is ramping up and with the
recent winds, wildfires could easily ignite.
Make sure to cut any tall grass or weeds, trim
low hanging branches, clean gutters, and
remove debris from around your property.

GardenComm: Garden Communicators
International just notified me that I won the
2020 Media Awards Silver Medal of
Achievement for a Journalism Newspaper
Article, presented by out of 160 entries for
my Lamorinda Weekly article, “Scary, scary
night.” I am honored for this major award
and encourage you to have another look at
that winning entry because it will help you
prepare your landscaping for fire resistance.

... continued on next Page
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With this Covid-19 pandemic, the smoke from wildfires has the potential to be extra dangerous or deadly. Read “Scary, scary night” at
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1318/Digging-Deep-with-Goddess-Gardener-Cynthia-Brian-Scary-scary-night.html

Read about the award here:
www.shwire.com/press-releases/cynthia-brian-receives-silver-medal-of-achievement-in-the-national-2020-gardencomm-media-awards-1296930.htm#

May you enjoy a sweet and savory -
summer of social distancing and wearing
masks.

Be healthy, hopeful, and positive.
Steep thyself in a bowl of summer. I am!

Happy gardening. Happy growing.

Corn stalks growing.
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Summer smiles with Cynthia Brian.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is
available for hire to help you prepare for your
spring garden. Raised in the vineyards of Napa
County, Cynthia is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach, as well as the Founder and : ) \ "
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 0 famlly owned since 1933 )

3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including,

Clie b Sy Fau e Conlenens ool Guiontin, Flowers ¢ Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
with the Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star You )
Are! Millennials to Boomers at Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts  Jewelry

www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Cynthia is available for virtual writing projects,

garden consults, and inspirational lectures. www.mcdonnellnursery.com
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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Santa Barbara style 4232 sf 5+ bed
custom beautifully designed by Mark
Becker! Fabulous knoll site w/ pool &

expansive lawns.

$3,490,000

ORINDA
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A =% New Price!

21 Los Arboles
Large 3736 sqgft 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
home on private cul-de-sac w/ easy
access to commute, top schools, &

recreation. $1,689,000
MORAGA

New Listing!

12 Kimberly Drive

Split level nature lover's paradise on
4 acres set at the end of a cul-de-
sac Includes 5 bed/ 3.5 bath & views

of Mt. Diablo! $2,695,000

LAFAYETTE

New Price!

3554 Springhill Road

Upgraded spacious 5 bed/ 4.5
bath contemporary of 5983 sqft
at end of Springhill. Includes

private office. $3,988,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

220 Crestview Drive

Secluded 6 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
an expansive 1.4 acre lot, offering
a unique indoor/outdoor park-like

experience. $3,295,000
ORINDA

LR 'l:'.—
15 Linda Vista
Beautifully maintained 4 bed/ 2

bath home featuring spectacular
views across the Orinda Country

Club & beyond. $1,435,000
MORAGA

165 Danefield Place

4 bed/ 2.5 bath 2487 sqft home
featuring ideal home office & wrap
around deck. Close to Moraga

Country Club. $1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

3416 Moraga Boulevard

Gorgeous 2016 new construction 4
bed/ 2 bath home w/ Smart Home
features in one of Lafayette's most

desirable locations. $1 ,795,000

11 Sandy Court
Custom built 4 bed/ 3.5 bath
Branagh home on cul-de-sac w/
high ceilings, wine cellar, 3 car

$2,495,000

garage & office.

325 El Toyonal

Private custom 5 bed/ 3 bath home
with updated baths and kitchen,
hardwood floors, and charming

curb appeal. $1,399,000
MORAGA

Peaceful upper end single level
3 bed/ 2 bath condo w/ updated
kitchen & baths. Washer & dryer

included.

$640,000

WALNUT CREEK

3 New Listing!
2998 Saklan Indian Drive

Rossmoor Cassia model w/ level-in
entry. Beautiful upgrades and lots
of light. 2 Bed + office . Lovely views

of Oak Grove. $995,000

ORINDA

737 Miner Road
Custom 5 bed/ 4 bath Orinda
Country Club estate home w/ easy
indoor/outdoor garden living &

breathtaking views. $2’49 5,000

ORINDA

5 SR
30 Rio Vista
Well maintained 3 bed/ 2 bath

home w/ workshop, rec room, &
separate office. Just 1/2 mile to

downtown. $1,250,000

LAFAYETTE

44 Prado Way

Private & gated 3 bed/ 3.5 bath
on 19.9 acres with 2 additional
rooms in highly coveted

neighborhood. ¢4 575 000

PLEASANT HILL

e ) S L

'{'_F—'--—.L!f“- -
New Listing!
103 Glenbridge Court
Two-level 2 bed /2.5 bath condo

w/ courtyard entry conveniently
located near shopping &

commute.

$515,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
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Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
Susan Layng
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker
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It's Village. Of Course.
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