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Adam Dolberg shows his Black Lives Matter rock garden at the trail entrance near Stanley Middle School.

Stanley student undeterred in anti-racism effort

By Pippa Fisher

For one Lafayette boy who simply wanted to high-
light Black Lives Matter with a rock garden along
the trail near Stanley Middle School, his work has
been turned into one of persistence and determina-
tion. That’s because, despite finding his work van-
dalized on an almost daily basis, he refuses to give

up
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Adam Dolberg, a 12-year-old student at Stanley,

says he was inspired to create his rock garden fol-
lowing the June 7 BLM rally in Lafayette which he
attended with his mother, Becky Webster. Adam
found the speakers’ stories at the rally moving, and
searched for a way he could do something. “I just
wanted to support the cause,” says Adam.

Adam explains that he wanted to do something
to draw attention to BLM and the racism endured
by Black, Indigenous, people of color. After hearing
how a friend of his mother’s in Sacramento created
arock garden, he decided to do the same.
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Using small rocks he painted with individual
letters, Adam spelled out “Black Lives Matter.”
Through word of mouth he encouraged others in
the community to decorate rocks to add to his dis-
play located near the entrance to the trail by

Adam checks his display every day and, since
the very beginning, was finding most mornings that
the rocks spelling “Black” were taken out of the

... continued on Page A10
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Assembly member supports extended AB 5 waiver for newspaper carriers

By Sora O'Doherty

Assembly Bill 5 was enacted
Sept. 18, 2019 by the state leg-
islature in an attempt to pro-
tect workers in the “gig econ-
omy,” such as Lyft and Uber
drivers. However, the broad
wording of the legislation
caught up many other profes-
sions, including artists, jour-
nalists, and newspaper carri-
ers. As a result of an outcry
from many of those profes-
sionals, they were temporar-
ily exempted from AB 5, but
that exemption is scheduled
to expire at the end of 2020.
The publisher of the
Lamorinda Weekly, Andy
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Scheck, appealed to Assembly
member Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan during her July 31
“Breakfast with your Assem-
blymember” online event in
Lafayette to exempt newspa-
per carriers from the provi-
sions of AB 5, which regulates
independent contractors. The
bill’s sponsor, Lorena Gonza-
les, has introduced a cleanup
bill, AB 1850, to exempt many
of the disputed categories, in-
cluding writers and editors.
However, newspaper carriers
have not been included in the
bill.

Bauer-Kahan said that
she supported extending the
exemption for newspaper
carriers. She explained that

Lamorinda
Village
offers
seniors
free 'go
bags'

- Page B1

both bills, AB 5 and AB 1850,
are responsive to actions of
the court and that a recent
California Court of Appeals
decision, Martel v. Hearst
Communications, affirmed
that newspaper carriers are
employees and not indepen-
dent contractors.

The complex litigation
turns on legal matters such as
who controls the worker. The
Martel case was about the San
Francisco Chronicle, however
there are a variety of delivery
methods in the industry, ac-
cording to Scheck. The Lam-
orinda WeeKkly is delivered by
a business that delivers other
newspapers as well. Delivery
of the Lamorinda Weekly oc-
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curs once a fortnight, so can-
not be made into permanent,
full-time employment. While
much of the newspaper in-
dustry is turning to digital,
online publication, Scheck
believes that many of his
readers enjoy receiving the
printed paper. Additionally,
while revenues may support
the digital production of daily
papers, such revenues are not
available to newspapers that
publish less frequently.

The California Newspa-
per Publishers Association
has written to Gov. Gavin
Newsom seeking at least
short-term relief, including
extending the existing ex-
emption that allows newspa-
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refresh using

per carriers to be classified as
independent contractors, not
employees. In its letter to the
governor, the CNPA explained
that the current COVID-19
pandemic has hit the news-
paper industry hard, and that
these economic effects, com-
bined with the increased
costs for newspaper delivery
will wreak havoc on the in-
dustry. Newspapers face an
average increase of up to 85%
in distribution costs if the
legislature does not extend
the exemption. This will crip-
ple the news industry and re-
sult in the closure of many
more papers.

... continued on Page A10




T,

~ I
-

-, ¥ - P Fga -

LAFAYETTE
See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, August 5, 2020

; |

3226LucasCircle.com

3226 Lucas Circle, Lafayette

$1,845,000
4 Bedroom | 3 Bath | 2297+ Sq. Ft. + Additional
180% Sq. Ft. Bonus/Office Area | .58+ Acre Lot

592SilveradoDrive.com
3 Bedroom | 2 Bath | 1430+ Sq. Ft.
.23* Acre Lot

592 Silverado Drive, Lafayette

25,000

COMPASS

Lafayette’s #1 Realtor Since 2008
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454

DANA
GREEN

Lawsuit win comes with hefty price tag for taxpayers

By Pippa Fisher

The California Supreme Court
denied a Petition for Review,
brought by a group of neigh-
bors who alleged the city had
used biased procedures in-
cluding an improperly held
closed session meeting in vio-
lation of the Brown Act, in
reaching a land use decision
in 2016 in its approval of a
neighbor’s cabana.

Defending the lawsuit
cost the city $936,319.08.

A city statement July 23
reads, “The Court of Appeal
affirmed the trial court’s
findings that the city council’s
closed sessions were justified
and that the decision was
based on a fair, thorough
process.”

The statement also says,
“The Court of Appeal found
that the city committed a mi-
nor technical violation of the
Brown Act but that no preju-
dice resulted from it and it
had no impact on the city
council’s decision. In its or-
der, the Court found there
was no evidence that anyone
at the City of Lafayette —
councilmembers, staff, or the
city attorney — was bhiased.”

“We are very pleased that
the Supreme Court has denied
the Petition for Review and
that our trial court victory
stands,” said Mayor Mike An-
derson, adding, “The unfortu-
nate outcome, frankly, is that
the legal fees to defend the
city against this lawsuit have
cost Lafayette taxpayers so

much.”

The litigation stems from
the application for a now-
completed tennis cabana,
which went before the plan-
ning commission at four
meetings between December
2015 and May 2016. Following
the planning commission ap-
proval the neighbors ap-
pealed to the city council,
which considered it at four
further meetings.

While approval was
pending, the applicants' at-
torney threatened to sue the
city if denied. The city attor-
ney notified the council of the
litigation threat orally during
a July 25, 2016, closed session
meeting. Record of this litiga-
tion threat was not made
public, although notes were

kept and could be viewed at
the planning department if
the public knew to ask for
them. The court determined,
"This availability is illusory if
an interested person would
not know the question to
ask.”

Lafayette resident and
plaintiff Lori Fowler says this
was not a ‘minor technical vi-
olation’ of the Brown Act.
“The city is attempting to
whitewash this ruling,” she
says.

Plaintiff and an attorney
in the case Scott Sommer says
that the decision states the
city did not meet its duty to
make the litigation statement
available to the public and
“violated the Brown Act.”

“The court specifically

ruled, ‘the statutory scheme
does not allow an agency to
thwart its duty of public dis-
closure in this manner,” says
Sommer, noting that the city
has changed how closed ses-
sions to discuss pending liti-
gation are disclosed since the
decision.

“Thanks to this ruling, the
city can no longer try to con-
ceal important information
from the public by hiding it in
closed sessions,” says Fowler.
She says she feels vindicated
explaining that because “even
though I can’t change the
damage that was done to our
plaintiff group, others won’t
be subject to the unfair
process that we
encountered.”

By Pippa Fisher

In its presentation to city
leaders Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Co. sought to highlight
several ways in which the
utility says it is improving
over its performance last
year, specifically with regard
to public safety power shutoff
procedures implemented to

PG&E reports on PSPS plans - counc

A downed power pole obstructs Camino Diablo in Lafayette on Oct. 27.

keep the public safe when
weather conditions put the
area at risk for wild fires.
However as the testy ex-
changes following the pre-
sentation demonstrated, not
everyone was reassured.
PG&E Diablo Division Se-
nior Manager Vic Baker took
the council through a series
of slides explaining the com-

73

pany’s goal this year to re-
duce the number of cus-
tomers impacted by PSPS
events compared with 2019
by one-third. Baker explained
the installation of sectionaliz-
ing devices will enable them
to cut power to smaller, more
specific areas rather than
large swathes of residences.
The utility should be able

Photo Lamo archives

to restore power to customers
twice as fast following a PSPS,
said Baker. Unlike last year,
PG&E will now be able to use
infrared equipment to inspect
power lines at night and has
added more field crews to
speed the necessary inspec-
tion of all lines before re-
energizing.

And in the area of com-
munication, which was ac-
knowledged to be severely
lacking last year with PG&E’s
website crashing and no in-
formation available to the
public, Baker said the com-
pany has grown its IT infra-
structure and will be improv-
ing customer alerts both be-
fore and after a PSPS event,
along with bolstering its web-
site.

Predominantly on the
minds of the council mem-
bers was the fire that broke
out in Lafayette during a PSPS

il and community remain skeptical

last October, in a section of
the city that had not been de-
energized. Prompted by a
question from Vice Mayor Su-
san Candell on whether there
had been an investigation on
the cause of the fire, PG&E
Public Affairs Representative
Tom Guarino said he would
find out the status of any in-
vestigation and get a report
back to council.

Lafayette Homeowners
Council President Bill Bucher
had sent a letter to council
members stating LHC’s seri-
ous concern regarding
PG&E’s activities “and in
some cases lack of activities
in Lafayette.”

The LHC concerns in-
clude the exposed 50-year-old
pipeline in Briones, which re-
mains in need of in-line in-
spection and weld-testing.

... continued on Page A9

Market Losses
Can Derail Your
Retirement Plans

We can help you stay on track.

Visit our website for more information:
www.capitaladvantage.com/plan

CAPITAL

(LW ADVANTAGE

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT = FINANCIAL PLANNING

Fiduciary Advisors e 35+ Years of Expertise ¢ 100% Fee-Only
CapitalAdvantage.com | 925.299.1500 | Lafayette, CA

See important disclosure information at www.capitaladvantage.com. A copy of our current written
disclosure Brochure discussing our advisory services and fees remains available upon request.

Love Where You Live!

SOLD! CLOSING THIS WEEK

Ashley Battersby

Broker/Partner
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
(925) 323-9955

DRE# 01407784

ASBOCIATLELS




Wednesday, August 5, 2020

New policing

www.lamorindaweekly.com

recommendations approved
encourage transparency,
public engagement

By Pippa Fisher

The city council voted unani-
mously July 27 to approve five
recommendations addressing
concerns and questions raised
by the community regarding
police policies and procedures
for immediate implementa-
tion by the Lafayette city
manager and the police chief.

The recommendations
address what the mayor de-
scribed at the meetings as “A
whole lot of tense accusations
... that came rolling in,” prior
to two public subcommittee
safety meetings, and center on
areas of oversight, trans-
parency, mental health, city
oversight and training.

City Manager Niroop Sri-
vatsa and Chief of Police Ben
Alldritt first presented the
recommendations at the July
21 Public Safety Subcommit-
tee meeting. The suggestions
are in response to the public’s
calls for more transparency
and accountability within
Lafayette policing, prompted
by the nationwide outcry fol-
lowing the death of George
Floyd at the hands of police
officers in Minneapolis in
May. It was the second meet-
ing of a specially formed task
force.

City Council Member Cam
Burks explained that, al-
though this task force focuses
on the police and is separate
from the newly formed racial
equity task force, it would
feed into the latter.

City Council Member
Steven Bliss acknowledged the
value of having a deep con-
versation around the subject.
“It is a very important dia-
logue,” he said.

Alldritt answered ques-
tions at the July 21 meeting
arising from a previous meet-
ing and from the deluge of
emails from the public, in-
cluding explaining current
training programs, the proce-
dure for hiring police officers
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and their diversity, how com-
plaints are handled, requests
for public oversight commit-
tees, mental health training
and responses, and the
budget.

Srivatsa explained the
public safety subcommittee
would be holding open meet-
ings quarterly to receive up-
dates, increasing opportuni-
ties for interaction with the
police chief, herself and the
subcommittee members.

The chief will also submit
a quarterly, rather than an-
nual, summary report to the
council and the public, allow-
ing for increased
transparency.

In the area of mental
health, Srivatsa is working
with the County Public Man-
agers Association and the
County Health Department to
explore alternatives to law-
enforcement responses to
mental health issues.

With increased account-
ability the goal, in the event of
an internal affairs complaint
filed against a police officer,
the city manager would meet
with the chief when the com-
plaint is filed and at the con-
clusion of the sheriff’s inter-
nal affairs investigation.

The chief will evaluate
adding additional training to
the department’s current
mandatory courses in crisis
intervention, de-escalation,
implicit bias, and cultural and
racial diversity through the
sheriff’s office. Alldritt said he
hopes to come back with a
specific plan in three months.

As with the previous sub-
committee meeting, robust at-
tendance included plenty of
public comment. Burks and
Bliss have both said it’s very
clear a large part of this in-
volves listening.

As Burks observed, be-
tween the two meetings there
had been over five hours of
discussion, “And it’s just a
start. It’s moving in the right
direction.”

Racism, discrimination
discussion; city leaders

listening
By Pippa Fisher

In a meeting attended by ap-
proximately 160 people on
Zoom and on the city’s
YouTube channel, Lafayette
continued listening to peo-
ple’s experiences of racism
and discrimination within the
community in its second spe-
cial task force meeting.

Circle of Education Co-
Founder Tiffany Hoang, hired
by the city as a facilitator, ac-
knowledged the uncomfort-
able nature of the discussion
at the meeting July 30, which
she explained is why it is im-
portant to take the time to ad-
dress how the community can

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Wednesday, Aug. 10, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

be better together.

Hoang started with some
definitions of terminology
around racism and discrimi-
nation, before welcoming
close to 20 people who shared
instances when they felt dis-
criminated against either in-
tentionally or unintentionally,
or in some cases stayed silent
while witnessing
discrimination.

Some gave suggestions for
ways in which the city could
take steps, with several point-
ing to having more affordable
housing to encourage more
diversity.

... continued on page A9
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MCSP update goes to Planning Commission after massive public input
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By Vera Kochan

The Planning Commission held a pub-
lic hearing on July 20 to consider the
Moraga Center Specific Plan Imple-
mentation Project before giving its
recommendation to the town council.
The televised hearing drew roughly 40
email/letter comments from residents
giving voice to their concerns about
the project and its effect on the town.
The project includes a revised
zoning map, updated zoning districts,
amendments to Title 8 of the Moraga
Municipal Code, and updates to the
Town of Moraga Design Guidelines
consistent with the MCSP document
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adopted in 2010. The MCSP area com-
prises approximately 187 acres and is
located around the Moraga Road and
Moraga Way intersection.

Senior Advisor David Early of
Placeworks, a community design firm,
began the meeting with an overview
of MCSP’s progress to date, noting the
number of dwelling units, which is
consistent with the adopted Housing
Element; the allowance for a higher
density infill and mixed-use, transit-
oriented development; the eco-
nomic/market assessment and a com-
prehensive traffic study; the range of
housing types; and a completed
analysis of environmental impacts.
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Early also reminded everyone of
the formation of a Citizens Advisory
Committee which conducted four
meetings between July and October
2019 in order to advise solely on is-
sues about zoning and development
standards. As a result CAC made 17
recommendations to the MCSP with
some of the key discussions revolving
around zoning being consistent with
the Specific Plan; the entire MCSP be-
ing based on the principle of Transit
Oriented Districts; providing step-
backs on taller buildings to create vi-
sual relief; portraying full build-out
allowed under the Specific Plan; re-
taining Moraga Ranch as focus for a
hotel; extending School Street to St.
Mary’s Road; and including the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail along
School Street.

The prospective land use entails
both residential and non-residential
buildings. Residential housing would
include between 510 to 630 units total
for active seniors, single family, work-
force housing and compact single
family. Non-residential facilities in-
clude retail/entertainment (90,000 sq.
ft.), office (50,000 sq. ft.), bed and
breakfast/boutique hotel (85 rooms),
and assisted living/congregate care
(150 rooms).

According to the staff report by
Early, his associate Carey Stone and
Moraga Planning Director Afshan
Hamid, there are many positive points
to creating a mixed-use “Village.” It
would “address current resident con-
cerns about lack of shopping choices;
provide a range of housing types; en-
courage residents, visitors and work-
ers to walk and avail alternate modes
of transportation; and locate the com-
munity’s needed higher density hous-
ing uses within walking distance of
existing and planned retail uses and
services.”

Moraga Deputy Town Attorney
Karen Murphy discussed the recently
approved (January 2020) Senate Bill
330 aimed at ensuring zoning-
compliant housing projects. While it
has many provisions, the ones that
apply to MCSP-IP are that the new
zoning regulations may not reduce the
allowed intensity or number of units
for residential land uses/parcels. They
also cannot impose or enforce a
moratorium on housing development
or any new non-objective design stan-

dards on proposed developments. Ad-
ditionally, they may not implement or
enforce limits on the number of resi-
dential building permits issued.

The complete Draft Zoning Code
would reflect the MCSP’s land use and
policy direction along with CAC rec-
ommendations regarding topics such
as shared parking, Moraga Center de-
sign requirements, a Town Square,
trail design standards along with
creek and channel setbacks.

The town was awarded a $140,000
grant fund in May 2018 from the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Commission
to implement the MCSP, not to revise
it. The completion and implementa-
tion of the MCSP grant expires by the
end of 2020.

Moraga Police Chief Jon King dis-
cussed emergency evacuation issues
that could be hindered with an in-
crease to the town’s population, not-
ing that there are only three major
roads out of town (Canyon Road, Mor-
aga Road and Moraga Way). The best-
case scenario would be to turn these
two-way roads into one-way roads
leading out of town.

The bulk of the public comments
and concerns entailed safe and swift
evacuations in the event of fire, earth-
quake or other disasters. With the
possibility of an additional 630
dwelling units comes the concern that
many additional vehicles would need
to evacuate the town. Running along
those same lines is the possible addi-
tion of a minimum of 630 commuters
adding to the morning and evening
rush hours.

More issues raised included tall
buildings in the center of town ruin-
ing the open space sightlines and the
destruction of areas that harbor
wildlife habitats. The coronavirus
topic came up regarding an unstable
economic climate. Would retail and
office space remain empty given the
health mandates still in effect now
and in an unforeseeable future?

After nearly three hours, Planning
Commission Chair David Stromberg
determined that further discussions
on the MCSP topic would continue
during the next planning commission
meeting scheduled for Aug. 17. In the
meantime, commission members re-
quested additional information and
clarification from staff to also be pre-
sented during that time.

Town Council
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 7 p.m.

& 335 Rheem Blvd.

335 Rheem Blvd.

Park and Recreation Commission: Tuesday, Aug. 18 7 p.m., Council
Chambers and Community Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Special Board Meeting Tuesday, Aug. 11, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room,

Planning Commission: Monday, Aug. 17, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community Meeting Room,

/WNas
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Bay Area
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Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping
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1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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Town council gets update on Laguna

Creek Restoration Project

By Vera Kochan

The Hacienda de las Flores,
located at 2100 Donald Dr., is
owned by the town of Moraga
and is the subject of the pro-
posed Laguna Creek Restora-
tion Project. Public Works Di-
rector/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp gave an informative
update during the town
council’s July 8 meeting as to
future steps in the continuing
project.

Heavy winter storms
during 2005-06 triggered the
Laguna Creek’s rise and
eventual flow over its banks
in the western vicinity of the
Hacienda Pavilion. Damages
were incurred to the wooden
footbridge and wrought-iron
gate. Additionally, more than
200 feet of chain-link fence,
walkways, retaining walls,
head walls, wing walls and
banks of the creek bend were
either damaged or washed
away. The creek slope failed
causing the Pavilion to flood.

The Project entails the
removal of an underground
culvert near the Pavilion and
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Hacienda Pavilion flooding during 2005-06 winter storms

replacing it with a natural
channel to improve flood
protection for the various
Hacienda facilities. The up-
stream end of the culvert is
located approximately 400
feet south of Donald Drive.

Watersheds from the
neighborhoods of Cam-
polindo, Carol Ranch, Rheem
Valley and others contribute
to the southward flow of La-
guna Creek via underground
storm drains or open channel
creeks, all of which eventu-
ally deposit into the Upper
San Leandro Reservoir.

The restoration project
will reduce the flood risk by
daylighting the creek and
retrofitting or replacing the
existing 8-foot diameter cul-
vert. During 2007, repairs to
the damaged pavilion were
completed at a cost of
$37,000. Additional repairs to
the creek wall and bank sta-
bilization were completed in
2013, costing $1.04 million. In
2014, the town council di-
rected staff to proceed with
the daylighting and restora-
tion of the Laguna Creek

channel after a Hydraulic
Study and an Alternatives
Study revealed this to be the
best-case scenario.

Besides removal of the
existing culvert, the project
will involve the construction
of a natural channel to pro-
vide habitat for endangered
species; the relocation of a
Central Contra Costa Sanitary
District sewer line; the con-
struction of a vehicular
bridge over the creek; and the
improvement of public ac-
cessibility and protections.

The public works depart-
ment has secured funding
from the California Natural
Resources Agency ($399,980)
not capable with the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency grant; East Bay Re-
gional Parks District
($599,743) the maximum
possible award; and the
FEMA ($803,331) 66% allow-
able costs for up to $970,000.

FEMA has approved
Phase 1 of the project which
entails field and geotechnical
investigations and surveys; a
hydraulic study and FEMA
coordination; a biological re-
sources study; California En-
vironmental Quality Act
studies; and design (up to
65%). With the 65% design,
FEMA will complete the Na-
tional Environmental Policy
Act evaluation prior to au-
thorizing Phase 2.

The town will incur up to
$28,066 in project costs for
Phase 1. However, $15,000
may be reimbursable and the
remaining $13,066 would be
reimbursed by the EBRPD
grant if the project was com-
pleted. There is also adequate
funding available in Depart-
ment 730 — Storm Drain
Maintenance. Staff will re-
turn to council in the fall to
consider the awarding of a
design contract.

Moraga welcomes new planning director

Photo provided
Moraga Planning Director
Afshan Hamid

By Vera Kochan

Coming from her previous
duties as the city of Vallejo’s
planning manager, Moraga’s
new kid on the government
block is Planning Director Af-
shan Hamid. “I started July
6,” stated Hamid, “and that
was the same day as my first
Planning Commission meet-
ing. So, I was excited to jump
right in!”

Hamid holds impressive
educational credentials with
a master’s degree in architec-
ture from MIT, an under-
graduate degree from the
University of Illinois at
Chicago and membership in
the American Institute of
Certified Planners.

The town’s size won’t
prove any less challenging
than her previous position.
“Although Moraga is a
smaller town, it has all the

complexities of development
and land use that a larger city
like Vallejo has,” Hamid said.
“One of the greatest opportu-
nities is that due to a smaller
scale, I am less removed from
the process and able to be
more hands on. I am able to
engage with all levels of pro-
ject review and provide more
flexibility with my skills.”

Having recently com-
pleted a zoning update in
Vallejo, Hamid’s experience
with General Plan and Spe-
cific Plan policies will hold
her in good stead when the
Moraga Center Specific Plan
begins rolling into fruition.
She looks forward to creating
improvements along corri-
dors, in the commercial cen-
ter, and in general, making
Moraga a better place to live.

“I am also well versed
with recent state law, and
recognize development chal-
lenges and opportunities for
improvements and stream-
lining,” said Hamid, noting
that Vallejo’s growth and
flexibility allowed for eco-
nomic development in a
managed way. “The MCSP
implementation is similar in
that it creates walkable,
pedestrian friendly spaces
that are connected and allow
for improvement and new
development over time. The
MCSP-Implementation Plan
respects the town character
and the importance of having
design guidelines.”

With a master’s in archi-
tecture, Hamid is using her
strongest asset in design ex-

perience to provide input
with the town’s Design
Guidelines. As future projects
come up, she looks forward to
maintaining the town’s char-
acter while making recom-
mendations to applicants
with the knowledge that
these important tools can
shape a community and point
it in the direction of positive
economic development.

Besides the massive
MCSP, other planning pro-
jects on the horizon incorpo-
rate some of the town coun-
cil’s goals for 2020. An initial
re-evaluation of the develop-
ment process, regulations
and needs, and design guide-
lines while incorporating a
town grant for improvements
and taking into account resi-
dent and stakeholder feed-
back is one of Hamid’s prior-
ities. Another is to update the
zoning code to incorporate
new accessory dwelling unit
legislation to comply with
state regulations. Addition-
ally, California will require
all cities and towns to update
the Sixth Cycle Housing Ele-
ment to conform with re-
gional housing needs
assessments.

Hamid lives with her
family in Danville, but is ex-
cited to be part of the entire
Moraga community. “I am
open to listening and hearing
from residents, business
owners, and boards and
commissions to make im-
provements that align with
the town’s vision.”
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Public comment continues at third Orinda
Downtown Precise Plan community workshop

Figure 1. ODS Proposed “Character Areas”

Figure 2 is provided as a preview of proposed Character Area 1 in the Village Disirict.
An in-depth discussion of each sub-area will be provided at the Community Workshop.

By Sora O'Doherty

A joint meeting via Zoom
teleconferencing of the
Orinda Planning Commis-
sion and the city council
downtown planning sub-
committee was held July 28.
This third workshop was in-
tended to begin the conver-
sation on objective design
standards, residential den-
sity and building heights, ac-
cording to the staff report
presented by Planning Di-
rector Drummond Buckley
and Associate Planning Win-
nie Mui.

Staff asked the commis-
sion and the committee to
consider five questions:
whether the maximum al-
lowed dwelling units per
acre in the downtown com-
mercial district should be

increased; whether residen-
tial use should be allowed in
the downtown office district;
what the overall maximum
density should be for the vil-
lage district; what the overall
maximum density should be
in the theatre district; and
should the maximum allow-
able building height be in-
creased in some areas.

After hearing a presen-
tation by Opticos Design,
Inc., the contractor for the
downtown objective design
standards, and public com-
ment, it was decided that
staff had sufficient guidance
to proceed without a formal
vote.

Recent acts by the Cali-
fornia legislature have
moved toward limiting local
control over housing, ac-
cording to the staff report,
culminating in Senate Bill 35
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that last year eliminated
most, if not all, of the design
review discretion for pro-
jects that meet the eligibility
requirements. Such projects
are subject only to minister-
ial review that involves little
or no personal judgment by
the reviewing body, but in-
stead applies fixed standards
or objective measurements.

The city hopes to adopt
objective design standards
that would apply in such
cases, which will “allow
Orinda to specify the desired
development aesthetics that
align with the goals and vi-
sion of the downtown pre-
cise plan.”

Attendees expressed
concern that adding more
residential density to down-
town Orinda would pose a
threat to public safety in the
event of an emergency evac-
uation, an issue that would
be included in the environ-
mental impact report.

In regards to density,
Buckley said, “It’s a fact that
the existing maximum den-
sity of 10 dwelling units per
acre has never been utilized
to construct any units.” He
noted that there has been al-
most no revitalization of
downtown Orinda since the
construction of Theatre
Square in the mid-1980s.
“One way to spur develop-
ment is to allow higher den-
sity than currently allowed.”

Another issue broached
was the possibility of dedi-
cating downtown housing to
teachers and city employees.
Dan DeBusschere suggested
that adding 240 housing
units could both fulfill that
need as well as meet the new
housing element require-
ment coming in 2021. While
Orinda Union School District
board member Jason Kaune
said that the district is very
interested in a teacher hous-
ing element, Council Mem-
ber Inga Miller asked if there
were any laws that allow the

city to restrict housing to
teachers. Buckley said that a
community is allowed to fil-
ter out affordable housing to
people who work in the
community, but not just to
teachers. He noted the
largest employers in Orinda
are the two school districts.

Pete Hassleman, a re-
tired architect and member
of Orinda Vision, urged the
group to consider providing
for contemporary pitched
roofs that provide for vari-
ous amenities, while Council
Member Nick Kosla sup-
ported a variety of units,
some smaller, some larger.
He also questioned the 35-
foot height limit, suggesting
that it might promote
cheaper types of buildings.

“The community may be
in favor of higher buildings
if they are higher quality,”
Commission member Ann
Parnigoni said. Planning
Commission Chair Brandyn
Iverson strongly agreed that
allowing more height in the
right locations would allow
more architectural build-
ings. Iverson concluded that
there was a consensus rec-
ommendation of 25 dwelling
units per acre in the down-
town commercial district
and 30 dwelling units per
acre in the downtown office
district with flexibility on
height.

Iverson suggested that
for the purposes of the EIR
there might be flexibility to
go to 45 feet, and maybe
more in certain areas. Com-
mission member Robert
Hubner said he likes flexi-
bility but nobody in Orinda
wants buildings 70 to 80 feet
tall. At 50 feet, he suggested,
you probably couldn’t even
tell the difference from 35.

Kosla also clarified that
all current property owners
and existing uses are grand-
fathered in, so there is no
risk of them losing their
businesses. Property owners
Vickie and Pete Peterson,
who are a part of the family
group that owns the prop-
erty where CVS is located
said that while they all have
deep, deep connections with
Orinda, there has been no
incentive to do anything
with the buildings on the
parcel, and no ability to get a
clear vision of what could be
done. Vickie Peterson said
that they are “committed to
revitalizing, not destroying,
what we love.”

Iverson welcomed com-
ments by Miller who sug-
gested that there is a possi-
bility that allowing any resi-
dential units in the down-
town office district might al-
low the state to “take it all
over.”

“Certain things,” Miller
said, “are triggered even if it
is only one unit.” That is go-
ing to be an issue at the city
council, she concluded.
Hubner noted that he wants
to study the issue, but
doesn’t want to lose control
over the area. Parnigoni was
surprised that something so
important to the process
came up so late in the dis-
cussion.

Buckley said that a lot
more detail can be provided
when the matter comes be-
fore the city council.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Orinda considers body-worn cameras for police, advocates
greater communication

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda City Council
heard again from Orinda Po-
lice Chief David Cook and city
staff as the city reviews its
policing policies following the
May death of George Floyd
while in Minneapolis police
custody, which caused a
storm of local and nationwide
protests. The staff came back
to the council with three main
recommendations: that the
city explore the cost of a
body-worn camera program;
that the Orinda police chief
be required to report annu-
ally to the city council; and
that all members of the public
should be encouraged to con-
tact either the police chief or
the city manager with any
concerns about interactions
with the Orinda police de-
partment. Council Member
Nick Kosla asked that the an-
nual report also include the
use of drones.

Orinda, like Lafayette,
contracts with the Contra
Costa County Sheriff’s Office
for police services. Currently
there are 14 police officers,
including the chief and two
sergeants — three officers are
minorities, and there cur-
rently are no women on the
force. Cook explained that
OPD officers are hired from
the pool of county sheriff’s
deputies, and that the city
also relies upon the sheriff’s
office, as well as neighboring
police departments, for cov-
erage if Orinda officers are
unavailable. Lafayette and
Moraga police departments
already require officers to
wear cameras, but the Sher-
iff’s office does not have such
a requirement, according to

Jimmy Lee, Contra Costa
Sheriff’s Office Director of
Public Affairs.

When asked during the
public comment portion of
the meeting how the police
department deals with lan-
guage issues, Cook explained
that it is not a common oc-
currence, but when necessary
officers can use contract
translation services available
through dispatch. Another
concern involved “5150” calls
—named from the California
Welfare and Institutions Code
Section 5150 that deals with
detaining people who are
considered, as a result of a
mental health disorder, to be
a danger to themselves or
other or are gravely disabled.
Cook explained that a police
officer does call in on all 5150
calls to protect the safety of
all involved and to help de-
termine if a person meets the
standard for detention under
section 5150. Mental health
issues were highlighted by
several speakers, particularly
in light of the fatal police
shooting of Miles Hall in Wal-
nut Creek.

Cook told the council that
he has heard some anecdotal
evidence of people of color
being stopped by OPD and
has listened carefully to
Black Lives Matter advocates
Neil Pretlow and his wife.
During his 10-month tenure,
Cook said that he has not re-
ceived any complaints, but
feels that it is important that
people can feel free to come
to him. “Conversations are
important for perspective,
understanding and moving
the conversation forward on
sensitive topics,” he said, but
if anyone does not feel com-
fortable talking to the police

chief, he suggested that they
talk to Steve Salomon, Orinda
city manager, or even call the
Contra Costa Sheriff’s Office.
The city council members
also suggested that any mem-
ber of the council is also open
to and available for such con-
versations.

“People need to feel that
they can make a complaint,”
Salomon said. “A number of
people of color have said that
they have been treated inap-
propriately. They should feel
free to call police chief or me,
they can even call anony-
mously. I do get some com-
plaints, but I have not gotten
a racial complaint since I
have been here. Do people in
Orinda feel comfortable com-
plaining? Absolutely. I get
complaints about traffic tick-
ets, etc., and we address the
complaints.”

When asked about
whether or not police will re-
spond if a person reports an-
other person as suspicious
because they are a person of
color, Cook replied that he has
talked to staff and expects a
supervisor to contact the
caller and find out why they
think the person is suspi-
cious. If the sole reason is
that it is a person of color, the
police won’t respond, he said.

When asked if some calls
can be handled by unarmed
civilians, Cook stated that
right now the department
cannot afford a civilian em-
ployee and that civilians can-
not handle traffic stops, not-
ing that “the vehicle code del-
egates traffic stops to police
officers. Traffic stops are
considered very dangerous
and are appropriate for police
officers.”

Salomon noted that police

Cal Shakes cuts costs and moves staff
to Orinda

Sarah Williams works in the eucalyptus grove at the Bruns.

By Sophie Braccini

The California Shakespeare
Theater decided to cancel its
entire season as soon as the
March 16 shelter-in-place or-
der was issued, before re-
hearsals for the summer
plays at the Bruns amphithe-
ater in Orinda had even
started. For Sarah William:s,
managing director of the
nonprofit, the decision made
by the team led by artistic di-
rector Eric Ting, was logical,
given the shows’ high start-
ing cost and deep uncertainty
of the times. With the re-
opening future still un-

known, deep cost cutting
needed to be made.

The company has fur-
loughed the majority of its
staff and conducted layoffs,
and the entire company is
leaving its Berkeley office
where the theater company
lived year round - with its
rehearsal space, offices, pro-
duction shop, and large stor-
age area — and relocating to
the hills of Orinda, next to
the stage.

Nonprofit theaters al-
ways operate on very narrow
margins, explains Williams.
Cal Shakes’ revenue today
comes through donations as

Photo Sophie Braccini

well as some online camps
and classes. Certain founda-
tion partners were able to
turn some existing project
grants to operating support
or accelerated the cycle of
new grants. With 40% of Cal
Shakes revenue coming from
ticket sales, the remaining
percentage comes from do-
nations, but most of this hap-
pens during production sea-
son when people are most
engaged, Williams says.

The lease on the Berkeley
space ended at the end of
July and there was no easy
solution for finding space for
the costumes, props, and
other staging equipment. Be-
cause there is tremendous
solidarity between theater
companies in the Bay Area,
Cal Shakes was able to move
materials to different loca-
tions provided by fellow the-
ater companies. The Bruns is
located on land owned by the
East Bay Municipal Utility
District that Cal Shakes
leases, and the company
owns all the buildings that
are on it.

Those other than facility
personnel work remotely,
but the director hopes that as
the pandemic gets under
control people will be able to
come to Orinda to work, ei-
ther inside or outside.

... continued on Page A9

services cost the city about
40% of its budget, including
insurance, legal assistance,
etc., and Mayor Darlene Gee
added that funding the police
is the single largest item in
the city budget.

One of the public speak-
ers during the Zoom meeting
suggested the chief publish
photos and biographical in-
formation, including race and
ethnicity of all officers, and
have those officers engage in
public activities.

Several public speakers
thought that there should be a
mechanism for citizen over-
sight of the police. Joel Schaf-
fer, a 25-year Orinda resident

and son of the San Francisco
Assistant District Attorney
asked why there is no func-
tion for citizens to be part of a
community review committee
to assure that the community
gets information not just from
the city council. William
Hudson agreed that the piece
that is missing for him is a
feedback group that is inde-
pendent of the police force to
address “some things we are
concerned about; we want to
be sure we are a welcoming
and fair community,” he said.

The review of policing
policies will return to the city
council in September or
October.
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Firefighters learn the ropes at Painted Rock
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MOFD training exercise at Painted Rock

By Nick Marnell

Area firefighters participated
in a low angle rope rescue
training class held July 22 at
Painted Rock in Moraga. The
class included personnel
from the Moraga-Orinda Fire
District and was conducted

Photo Jayme O'Bryant

by Northern California
Rescue Training, whose
instructors are certified by
State Fire Training, a division
of the Office of the State Fire
Marshal.

Attendees gave examples
of the need for a low angle
rope rescue. The procedure

can be used when a car
crashes over a ridge, such as
along Grizzly Peak, or when
someone falls into a shallow
ravine, or in many cases
where it is unsafe or
impractical for rescue
personnel to climb down a
hillside unattended to aid a
victim.

Firefighters practiced
various components of the
rescue operation, including
treating and moving the
victim, descending and
ascending techniques, and
group fall protection.

For MOFD Capt. Jon
Bensley, a 14-year district
veteran, the Painted Rock
training session was his
second go-around. Bensley
took the course when he first
came on board and he said it
was time for a brush up.

“Everything we learn is a
perishable skill,” Bensley
said. “Technology and
strategy have changed over

the years and have made
things better. We have to
train constantly.”

The class was conducted
by Brook Mancinellj, a
lieutenant with the San
Francisco Fire Department.

One of the NCRT

principals, Mancinelli lives in

Lafayette and is hardly a
stranger to MOFD. He began
his fire service career as an
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MOFD reserve and worked
as a firefighter-paramedic,
eventually serving more than
three years as a district
director.

Mancinelli made special
arrangements to offer the
rope rescue course to MOFD
personnel. “The district has
done a lot for me, and I
wanted to give something
back,” he said.

Board of Directors
Wednesday,
Aug. 19, 7 p.m.

agendas. Visit www.mofd.org
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Board of Directors
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Board Chamber Room 107,
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Grand jury directs fire agencies to update evacuation plans

By Nick Marnell

Years of major, destructive Cal-
ifornia wildfires got the atten-
tion of a Contra Costa County
civil grand jury, which released
a report on county prepared-
ness should the county face a
catastrophic wildfire within its
boundaries. The panel particu-
larly emphasized the need for

the region to update evacuation

plans and to incorporate ad-
vanced routing technology.
Contra Costa County’s civil
grand jury comprises 19 citi-
zens who investigate the oper-
ations of government agencies.
It is in the sole discretion of the
grand jury to determine what
government functions it inves-

tigates. For the June wildfire
preparedness report, the grand
jury interviewed county fire
personnel, including Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Chief Dave
Winnacker, who said he spent
six hours at one of the
hearings.

The grand jury found that
many of the eight county fire
agencies lacked updated wild-
fire evacuation plans and di-
rected that the fire agencies
should incorporate advanced
routing technology to deter-
mine the most efficient evacu-
ation routes for residents. An
example it gave was to divide
the evacuation area into grids
and map all roads, access
points and evacuation centers

within each section.

The grand jury noted that a
solid evacuation plan not only
allows smooth resident evacu-
ation but also allows emer-
gency equipment and person-
nel to better respond to the fire.
The panel found no fault with
the MOFD evacuation plan.

Because MOFD has in place
many of the procedures pro-
posed by the grand jury, the
district was ordered to respond
to only two of the seven grand
jury recommendations; three
of the recommendations, how-
ever, were duplicated between
county fire districts and fire
departments.

One of the grand jury rec-
ommendations regards the ex-

pansion of new technologies,

such as ground sensors, drones

and satellites, to help detect
wildfires in high-risk areas.

Though the district has been in

the forefront of using such
technologies, Winnacker
agreed with the recommenda-
tion.

“There’s always room to

better integrate these functions

into our systems,” he said.
The other panel recom-

mendation to the district was to

consider a mechanism like the
ordinance passed by the San
Ramon Valley Fire Protection
District, which would enable a
fire agency to recover labor
and equipment costs from an
electric utility for overseeing

the company’s electrical work
when it presents a high fire
risk.

However, the San Ramon
Valley Fire ordinance, and the
district’s right to issue fines or
citations over ordinance viola-
tions, have been challenged in
court.

“I agree with the grand
jury recommendations,” Win-
nacker said. “They will help
move the region to a safer fire
future. We will do anything to
improve regional safety.”

Because of the pressure on
public agencies due to COVID-
19, the grand jury gave until
June 30 for fire agencies to re-
spond to its findings and
recommendations.

MOFD board elections

Unless the candidates run
unopposed, -Orinda Fire
District residents will vote
for board members from

two divisions in the Nov. 3

general election.
Incumbent John Jex

filed papers to run for re-

election in MOFD Division
2, and incumbent Craig
Jorgens filed for re-
election in Division 5.

Division 2 includes the
northern and eastern por-
tions of Moraga, with Di-
vision 5 including the

northwest sections of
Orinda.

10-year-old boy dies in Lafayette traffic

By Nick Marnell

The Lafayette Police Depart-
ment confirmed that an Ama-
zon delivery truck collided
July 28 with Lafayette resi-
dent Leonard Cellura, killing

the 10-year-old boy as he rode
his bicycle in the 500 block of
Merriewood Drive.

Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District crews ar-
rived on the scene early af-
ternoon and found a police
officer and a concerned citi-

zen, who was administering
first aid to Cellura. ConFire
paramedics took over lifesav-
ing efforts and transported
the boy to John Muir Hospital
in Walnut Creek, where he
was pronounced dead.

“The driver is cooperat-

collision

ing with Lafayette police. He
has been interviewed and a
blood draw was taken,” Police
Chief Ben Alldritt said.

As a matter of protocol,
the fire district took its two
Lafayette responding crews
out of service in order to pro-

vide them counseling and
emotional support, ConFire
spokesman Steve Hill said.

Amazon representatives
did not respond to a request
for comment.

Alldritt said that the in-
vestigation is ongoing.

Public Safety

Emergency response:
Emergency: 24 Hours
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010
Nixle: Text your zip code to
888777 or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-283-3680
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221
Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com
Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com
Moraga Police Department:
329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055
Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049
Orinda Police Department:
22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, David M. Cook
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

June 12 - July 25

Alarms 46
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 10
Traffic 71
Suspicious Circumstances 11
Suspicious Subject 13
Suspicious Vehicle 16
Service to Citizen 39

Patrol Req./Security Check 38
Pubic/School Assembly Check 1

Supplemental Report 21
Vacation House Check 18
Welfare Check 19
Ordinance Violation 10
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
3300 Block Springhill Rd.
3700 Block Sundale Rd.

800 Block Mountain View Dr.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Olympic Blvd.
3500 Block Terrace Way
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Old Jonas Hill Rd./John Way
10 Block Nephi Ct.
Moraga Rd./Moraga Blvd.
1200 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
800 Block Solana Dr.
Police Department
Bickerstaff St./Dewing Ave.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Reckless Driving
3200 Block Andreasen Dr.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.

700 Block Moraga Rd.

St Marys Rd./Rohrer Dr.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Carol Ln.

Glenside Dr./Reliez Station Rd.

Wb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.

1St St./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Tc - Property Damage

Lana Ln./Foye Dr. (2)

Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St. (2)

Moraga Rd./Moraga Blvd.

Police Department

3400 Block Shangri La Rd.
Other criminal activity
Embezzelment

3400 Block Golden Gate Way
Fraud Credit Card

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Fraud False Pretenses

1100 Block Crescenta Ct.

Police Department
Grand Theft

3500 Block Silver Springs Rd.

1000 Block Lindsey Ct.
Identity Theft

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.

1100 Block Perales St.

20 Block Crest Rd. (2)
Misc Burglary - Storage

1000 Block Carol Ln.
Petty Theft

3700 Block Rose Ct.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

700 Block Moraga Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

1000 Block Lindsey Ct.

3700 Block Mosswood Dr.

3400 Block Silver Springs Rd.

100 Block Silverwood Dr.

10 Block Valley High

300 Block Buckeye Ct.
Petty Theft Bicycle

1200 Block Sunset Lp.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (6)

3400 Block Golden Gate Way
Warrant Service

700 Block Solana Dr. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Drunk In Public

50 Block Lafayette Cir.
Loud Music

Summit Rd./Quandt Rd.

1000 Block Manzana Pl.

Springhill Elementary School
Loud Noise

Dewing Ave./Bickerstaff St.

3300 Block Springhill Rd.

3400 Block School St. (2)

200 Block Lafayette Cir.

1300 Block San Reliez Ct.
Loud Party

Pleasant Hill Rd./Reliez Station Rd.

West Rd./Mountain View Dr.
Public Nuisance

July 14 - July 27

Happy Valley Rd./Crestmont Dr.
Happy Valley Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Los Arabis Ln.

3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
700 Block St Mary's Rd.

900 Block Moraga Rd.

3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.

Vandalism

3200 Block Hillview Ln.

3200 Block Beechwood Dr.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

1000 Block Brown Ave.

900 Block Happy Valley Ct.
Other
Brandishing Weapon

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Fireworks

10 Block Middle Rd.
K9 Outside Assist Request

2700 Block Parkside Cir., Concord
Loitering

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats

3400 Block Moraga Blvd. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass

Ebmud Properties

3300 Block Springhill Rd.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

800 Block Ava Ct.
Violation Restraining Order

1200 Block Warner Ct. (2)

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 1
Traffic 22
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 7
Service to Citizen 59
Patrol Req./Security Check 10
Supplemental Report 6
Vacation House Check 2
Welfare Check 2
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Center St./Rheem Blvd.
Starbucks
Dui Felony
200 Block Corliss Dr.
Excessive Speed
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr (4)
Moraga Way/Eastwood Dr.

Moraga Way/Moraga Valley Ln. (2)
Seven Eleven

Moraga Rd./Commons Park
Moraga Way/Miramonte Dr.
Moraga Rd./Camplin

School St./Moraga Way

Miramonte Dr./Moraga Way

Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr. (2)

Moraga Rd./Corliss Dr.

Alta Mesa/Moraga Rd.

Moraga Rd./Buckingham Dr. (2)

Moraga Rd./Ascott Dr.

Moraga Way/Viader Dr.

Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

700 Block Camino Ricardo
Reckless Driving

St. Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon

Seven Eleven

Safeway
Other criminal activity
Petty Theft

1900 Block Ascot Dr.

Moraga Country Club

10 Block Natividad Ln

3900 Block Campolindo Dr.

10 Block Dolores Ct.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

10 Block Sanders Ranch Rd.

200 Block Draeger Dr.
Litter

10 Block Miramonte Dr.
Loud Music

100 Block David Dr.

Campolindo High School

Not Available (5)

200 Block Draeger Dr.
Public Nuisance

Tharp Dr./Camino Pablo
Other
Fireworks

300 Block Moraga Rd.
Fish And Game

Moraga Country Club
Harassment

1400 Block Moraga Rd.

90 Block Miramonte Dr.

300 Block Tharp Dr.
Loitering

Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Public Assembly Check

Rheem Valley Shopping Center (2)
Sexual Exploitation

Police Department
Trespass

Alta Mesa Dr./Via Joaquin
Unwanted Guest

Not Available

1300 Block Camino Peral

900 Block Country Club Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
July 12 - July 25

Alarms 42
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 20
Traffic 15
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 8
Suspicious Vehicle 5
Service to Citizen 65

Patrol Req./Security Check 113
Pubic/School Assembly Check 7

Supplemental Report 19
Welfare Check 4
Ordinance Violation 2

Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

Moraga Way/El Camino Moraga
Dui Misd

100 Block Las Vegas Rd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.

San Pablo Dam Rd./Wildcat Canyon
Tc - Property Damage

Ifo Eb 24 On/Cam Pab

Camino Del Ciello/El Toyonal

Moraga Way/Orchard Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses

10 Block La Noria
Identity Theft

600 Block Miner Rd.

500 Block Miner Rd.
Illegal Entry

30 Block Charles Hill Rd.
Residential Burglary

200 Block Camino Pablo

50 Block Lombardy Ln.

50 Block Bobolink Rd.
Warrant Arrest

Rite Aid
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-fight

Campolindo High School, Moraga
Disturbing The Peace

10 Block Easton Ct.

80 Block Sunnyside Ln.
Loud Music

La Encinal/El Toyonal
Loud Noise

20 Block Carisbrook Dr.

Miramonte High School
Loud Party

Miramonte High School

Sleepy Hollow Ct./Tarry Ln.

10 Block Sleepy Hollow Ct.

Sager Ct./Donna Maria Way

60 Block Van Ripper Ln.
Public Nuisance

Theatre Square (2)
Other
Corporal Injury Spouse

Eb Sr 24 At Wilder Rd.
Fireworks

10-00 Block Bates Blvd.
Trespass

70 Block Windy Creek Way

Orinda Country Club
Unwanted Guest

100 Block Moraga Way
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Letters to the editor

COVID-19 and our business
community

Like every city in every country
in the world, we find ourselves at
a “tipping point” where our ac-
tions will dictate our future.
Change in the road ahead is im-
minent. How will we face down
this pandemic is still ours to de-
cide! Our business community
has become a vital part of the
fabric of life in Lafayette. Con-
venience, variety, and a prefer-
ence to “small business” has
made our downtown vibrant and
fun. Many of these same mer-
chants who know you by name,
support your schools and causes
and provide commerce in a local
setting are at the brink of losing
everything. Their businesses,
their homes, their savings are all
at stake.

Sound local leadership
closed many of our businesses in
the spring to stop the spread of
COVID-19. And merchants took
one for the team when they
closed, and then did everything
possible to reopen successfully.
Our inability to keep this virus
under control boils down to mis-
leading information, a sense of
invincibility, ignorance and Bad
Behavior. We must do the “right
thing” and flatten the curve. The
only was to do that is to be more
diligent in wearing masks, wash-
ing hands, social distance and
staying at home when possible.
What’s good for our businesses is
good for us. Collecting sales tax
is so important to the health of
our city. Sales Tax pays for po-
lice services, public works, and
many of the other services you
have come to expect in Lafayette.
Every business has the right to
refuse service, as long as it is not
discriminatory. No Mask- No
Service.

One city. One push. We can
do this! Let us be leaders in the
fight against the virus. 25,000
people, wearing masks, keeping
social distancing, and helping

keep our merchants in business.
Stop the spread of rumors.
Know the facts www.cdc.gov .
Get Tested!

e WEAR A MASK

*  PRACTICE SOCIAL
DISTANCING

e STAY AT HOME WHEN
POSSIBLE

It’s not complicated, yet it’s im-
perative. Lafayette has always
been a community that gets it! A
little sacrifice now means a lot
less sacrifice later.

Jay Lifson
Executive Director, Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce

Happy Trails

Here we go again! Another group
of homeowners is fighting the
establishment of a trail or trail-
head ["Outcry over proposed
trail staging area...", Lamorinda
Weekly, Wednesday, July 22]. In
this case, it’s the residents of
Wilder.

Those residents fear that the
establishment of a staging area
will lead to the increase of un-
wanted, illegal, dangerous activ-
ity. Their fears are real, but let’s
look at the history of previous
similar situations in Lamorinda.
The residents of Lafayette, par-
ticularly those on Moraga Blvd.,
whose back yards abut the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail,
fought the trail over similar con-
cerns. When the Lafayette-
Moraga Trail was extended to
the Valle Vista Staging Area, resi-
dents of Moraga Country Club
and residents on School
Street—muostly those whose back
yards were on the other side of
the creek from the trail—fought
that trail out of fear that burglars
would be able to scope out their
homes for later thefts. When
Orinda’s St. Stephens Trail was
under consideration, the resi-
dents above the trail were con-
cerned that potential burglars
would be able to snoop on their

925-377-0977

properties. All of those groups
also feared that the presence of
more people on the trails would
bring noise and litter, as well as
more dangerous activities.
None of those fears were real-
ized. In fact, time and time again,
it has been shown that the mere
presence of law-abiding citizens
actually discourages illicit
activity.

Stan Oberg
Moraga

Thumbs Up for Downtown
Momentum

In a landscape of doom and
gloom for much 2020 thus far,
there is a glimmer of positivity
on the horizon. The City of
Orinda has been slowly plugging
away at a revised Downtown
Precise Plan (DPP) that will ad-
dress at long last a decades old
conversation about how to
thoughtfully modernize Orinda’s
Downtown district. Much work
has been done to identify ‘exist-
ing conditions’ including current
zoning, land usage and struc-
tures and Orinda’s DPP would
update the City’s downtown de-
velopment standards and create
objective design standards for
multi-family residential and
mixed-use projects.

This update is necessary on
many levels. First, it will help
Orinda attract high level devel-
opment which will in turn entice
an attractive mix of new busi-
nesses and increase vitality in
our Downtown District. Sec-
ondly, it will allow Orinda to
make decisions on how to incor-
porate housing into our Down-
town district in a thoughtful way
that is in keeping with the City’s
unique personality and aesthetic.
It is no longer a question of
whether Orinda needs to update
and change to allow for modern-
ization and revitalization, but
how we will do so on our own
terms. Applause to our City
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Planning Department and City
Council for diving in and doing
the work to keep the future of
Orinda’s Downtown in the hands
of Orinda’s citizens for genera-
tions to come!

Kirsten Larsen

(Representing the

What’s Up Downtown Orinda
Steering Committee)

Voice your opinion on down-
town development in Orinda

Amid all that is wrong in the
world these days, the visual ca-
cophony of downtown Orinda is
at the bottom of a very long list.
But it is something we can
change by offering ideas and
opinions as the City Council takes
steps toward encouraging the
private property owners to re-
new and redevelop our dowdy
commercial district.

The new fagade at 43 Mor-
aga Way is an inspiring bright
spot, a hint of how charming the
street could appear. Meetings on
Aug. 18 and 26 are opportunities
for all Orindans to ask questions
and express concerns. (Details
on Orinda’s website.) Please en-
courage our city officials to pro-
ceed with necessary changes to
the existing design standards, so
that in a calmer future, carefully
considered improvement plans
are ready to get underway.
Barbara Bennett
Orinda

Lafayette litigation and Brown
Act

I read with dismay the mislead-
ing spin placed by Lafayette offi-
cials on the conclusion of litiga-

Page: A9

tion brought by Lafayette resi-
dents concerning the city’s viola-
tion of public open meeting laws,
commonly referred to as the
Brown Act. The city pretended it
was exonerated and that resi-
dents were to blame for the city’s
resulting litigation costs. That is
false.

Instead of the Lafayette City
Council holding a new hearing
and spending nothing, they spent
$936,000 on some of the Bay
Area’s most expensive lawyers
litigating their Brown Act open
meeting violation. While resi-
dents did not obtain all of the re-
lief they requested, they proved
that the city had violated the law.
The California Court of Appeal
ruled the city council's closed
sessions "violated the Brown Act"
and the “statutory scheme does
not allow an agency to thwart its
duty of public disclosure in this
manner.” The city must now dis-
close with its public agenda liti-
gation statements that are
scheduled for closed session.

The Lafayette community
should be outraged. Four cur-
rent Council members were not
involved in the original decision,
but they should demand an im-
mediate review of the City Attor-
ney who allowed the Brown Act
violations and advocated litiga-
tion instead of correction. This is
not the first time the City Attor-
ney has endorsed such viola-
tions. Perhaps wasting taxpayer
money doesn’t mean much to the
city, as long as it can pretend to
blame residents whose position
the city violated open meeting
laws was confirmed by the court.

Eliot Hudson
Lafayette

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence --
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, PO.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

PG&E reports on PSPS plans - council and community remain skeptical

... continued from Page A2

The letter also addressed the
“major safety concern” of the
manually operated shut-off
valves situated roughly one mile
into Briones past locked gates,
and several miles from down-
town Lafayette — something the
Gas Safety Task Force has re-
peatedly directed attention to.

And the LHC also ques-
tioned the lack of report on Oc-
tober’s fire. “No report after ten
months?” the letter asks.

Contra Costa County Fire

Protection District Assistant
Chief William Pigeon noted its
own review done right after the
incident showed it was caused
by downed power lines.

“I don’t feel any more as-
sured after hearing what PG&E
had to say because we heard the
same assurances last year,” said
Michael Dawson of the GSTF ad-
dressing the council to make
comment. He said he would like
to have more local information
such as about the downed power
pole.

“If PG&E knew within 24

hours that this was something
they caused, to now stumble and
bumble and say maybe we have
a cause, maybe we don’t, just
seems disingenuous,” said Daw-
son, adding he was glad they
would be getting a report.
Dawson also said he’d been
told by residents along St. Mary’s
Road where PG&E is engaging in
vegetation management tree
cutting, that a PG&E employee
had threatened the homeowner
who refused to allow the tree
cutting on their property, saying
if they didn’t allow the utility to

take down the tree the home-
owner would have to pay the

full cost of removal themselves if
needed at a later date, which
Dawson said was false.

Guarino took great excep-
tion to that, saying that he sin-
cerely doubted any PG&E em-
ployee had done that, but that he
would want to hear about it if it
had taken place.

The discussion became
more inflammatory as both
Candell and Council Member
Cam Burks defended Dawson.
“You’re calling him a liar,” said

Candell.

“Our town almost burned
down because of you,” said
Burks. “There is zero trust be-
tween Lafayette and PG&E,” he
said, adding, “We are getting
close to a real critical time and
last year the example you set
was an F.”

Mayor Mike Anderson
ended the discussion, noting that
the audits will be helpful and
that they want to move in the
right direction but he also
warned, “Let’s not diminish the
concerns of the public.”

Racism, discrimination discussion; city

... continued from Page A3

A survey was done before
the meeting that collected
over two dozen experiences —
including those of discrimi-
nation based on religion, gen-

der identity and race — and
ideas for change from the
public, either given anony-
mously or with a name,
which is available on the city
website. It relates stories of
discrimination in the com-
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munity, in the schools, and
from the police.

And it also has the opin-
ion of a few who say there is
no such thing as racism in
Lafayette.

Vice Mayor Susan Can-

leaders listening

dell, chair of the Task Force to
Effect Change and Action in
the Area of Racial Equality in
Lafayette commented after
the meeting: “I know that we
are all at different places on
the spectrum of understand-
ing racism in its many forms,
and some likely still believe
that we don't have any racist
issues in our city, but I hope
that last night you heard
enough to move yourself on
that spectrum.”

Candell says she is espe-
cially thankful “to all of the
very brave people who
shared their stories with us
involving racism in our city.”

Task Force Vice Chair
Council Member Cam Burks
said at the meeting it was
clear there was a “swift un-
dercurrent of racism in our

town.”

According to the city,
there will be another town
hall meeting on racial equal-
ity held on Aug. 20. Details
will be available on the city
website.

Candell promised there
would be action in the near
future, and that any recom-
mendations arising from
these listening sessions will
be taken back to the full
council for approval.

“I look forward to work-
ing with our task force mem-
bers, staff, and our full city
council on our journey to-
wards a more welcome and
just city for all who live,
work, or visit Lafayette,” said
Candell, adding, “I know we
can become a better commu-
nity for all.”

Cal Shakes cuts costs and moves staff to Orinda

... continued from Page A7

While shop space, rehearsal
space and storage space is
missing, Williams says the
company is lucky to have a
production space located out-
side. She knows that in the age
of social distancing Cal Shakes
may have to adapt its model
and rescale production with
fewer patrons at a given time.
Williams is very con-
cerned for the artists and
technicians in the community
whose benefits ended at the
end of July; she does not
know how some of them will
survive. Cal Shakes is imple-
menting several ideas to put

some cash in their hands. The
first program was Mystery
Shakespeare Theater 1592
where artists provided live
commentary for a small
stipend. The company is
looking at more funding to
playwrights and artists who
are creating work relevant to
this moment. Cal Shakes is
also thinking about how to
utilize the outdoor space,
such as the eucalyptus grove
that has many picnic tables
interspaced at a large dis-
tance to accommodate movie
nights, presentations, or lec-
tures.

Meanwhile, the company
is offering an online 10-week

in-depth dive into Shake-
speare with Cal Shakes’ resi-
dent dramaturg Dr. Philippa
Kelly. “Hamlet,” “King Lear,”
“Julius Caesar,” “Measure for
Measure,” and “The Taming
of the Shrew” are on the syl-
labus. Kelly will explore the
vital question: what makes
these plays so potent for the
moment we are living in right
now? Each play's exploration
includes two one-hour classes
on Tuesday nights and one
one-hour Saturday study ses-
sion, for the price of $60 per
play. Classes began Aug. 4 on
Zoom.

Williams says that there
is no precise end in sight for

the crisis, the industry has
been hit to its core and it is
going to be a very long recov-
ery process.

For more information,
visit calshakes.org.

Town Hall Theatre cuts staff

Town Hall Theatre’s board decided to eliminate the artistic
director position from its permanent staff list and Susan
Evans, who had held that position for three years, was let go.
Dennis Markam, the managing director is one of the three
paid staff left with the production manager and development
director. The director of education was not replaced. Markam
explained that the situation was not sustainable and that the
theater company will be reinventing itself in the coming
weeks/months. The current staff and volunteer board
members will conduct outreach to the community in the near
future to evaluate its theatrical needs.
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Learning: Empowered!
offers quality online tutoring
in a variety of subjects.

Chemistry « Math
Biology * English ¢ Spanish

& More
(925)

www.lamorindaweekly.com

708-5423

Wednesday, August 5, 2020

1480 Moraga Road Suite C#211 Moraga, CA 94556 * info@learningempoweredtutoring.com ¢ www.learningempoweredtutoring.com

Stanley student undeterred in anti-racism effort

... continued from Page Al

“At first I thought it was a
prank,” says Webster. She
says she became very dis-
couraged but that Adam re-
fused to give up. He has re-
placed his stones more than
20 times, even decorating a
heavy, larger paving stone
that they hoped would dis-
courage theft, but that was
taken too.

They say they will con-

tinue replacing the rocks as
long as needed, and they en-
courage other members of
the community to decorate
and add their own rocks to
spread the anti-racism
message.

Adam joined the first
Zoom meeting of the Racial
Equity Task Force and ex-
plained his experience. Web-
ster has asked Lafayette Vice
Mayor Susan Candell, chair
of the newly formed task

force, about the possibility of
finding a protected space for
the rock garden and together
they have been looking at a
new location, possibly near
the Lafayette Community
Center.

The matter is expected to
be placed on an August city
council meeting agenda, as
such an action would require
a full council vote.

Assembly member supports extended AB 5

... continued from Page Al

According to Scheck, the
decline in newspapers will
translate into a decline in the
community. “We report on
local news and events, infor-
mation that cannot be found
elsewhere. If we are not
supported, those services will
decline or cease to exist alto-
gether.” He agreed with the

CNPA position that extending
the exemption for newspaper
carriers will help newspa-
pers weather the immediate
storm of the drop in adver-
tising caused by COVID-19.
CNPA has also suggested
that prioritizing California
news outlets for state adver-
tising (outreach and educa-
tion campaigns) will help the
industry recover from devas-

tating revenue losses due to
COVID-19, further stabilizing
the news industry. Newspa-
pers throughout the state
have been fighting the inclu-
sion of newspaper carriers
within the scope of AB 5.
For information regard-
ing AB 5 and the carrier ex-
emption, visit
www.savemypaper.com.
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Lamorinda Village prepares for fire

o
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Volunteers work hard Aug. 1 to fill emergency go-bags which will be

season with help from community

delivered to seniors in the Lamorinda Village community.

By Pippa Fisher

Lamorinda Village has part-
nered with the National
Charity League to put to-
gether 350 emergency go-
bags for seniors. It is just one
of the ways in which the Vil-
lage is rallying to help the
most vulnerable, with the
support of the community.
With fire season rapidly
approaching, the folks at
Lamorinda Village are keenly
aware that seniors, many of
whom have limited mobility,
have been disproportionately
affected during devastating
wildfires in recent years.
Combine that with the cur-
rent pandemic and, says
Lamorinda Village Opera-
tions Manager Kathryn
Ishizu, “seniors are much
more vulnerable than anyone
during these catastrophes.”
Lamorinda Village is a
community-based network of
older people living in the
area with the purpose of pro-
viding the support needed to
allow seniors to remain living
in their own homes as long as
it is safe for them to do so.
Ishizu says that they were
recently given a generous
grant from a family founda-
tion that had heard about
Lamorinda Village’s work.
“This wonderful grant has al-
lowed us to create and fill 350

emergency go-bags,” she says.

“Using the Lamorinda Resi-
dents Evacuation handout as
a guide, we have filled the
bags with N95 masks, flash-
lights, new batteries, cotton
gloves, first aid Kits, toiletry
kits, sunglasses, water bottles
and protein bars. These are
all packed into a large duffle
bag with room to add the
personal essentials of extra
clothing, shoes and socks.”

In partnership with
mothers and daughters in the
Acalanes Chapter of the NCL,
350 bags were loaded up on
Aug. 1 ready for delivery to
seniors — social distancing
and face mask protocol fol-
lowed, of course.

Mother/daughter pairs,
limited to five per one-hour
shift in order to maintain so-
cial distancing, arrived and
worked outside and in the
opened garage, stuffing the
bags with necessities
throughout the day.

Ishizu says she is excited
to see the community coming
together to help support this
project.

And the community cer-
tainly is coming together for
them. Starting in March,
when shelter-in-place began,
Lamorinda Village has been
offering free grocery shop-
ping and prescription pickup
and delivery, adding over 250
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new SIP members and over
200 community volunteers.

“We've done almost 800
shopping trips and over 1,000
check-in phone calls,” says
Ishizu. These friendly phone
calls allow them to make sure
seniors have everything they
need.

Noting that isolation has
been shown to have serious
health consequences, Ishizu
says they are hoping the
phone calls alleviate some of
the loneliness that is being
caused by this isolating pan-
demic. “We also have numer-
ous interactive Zoom presen-
tations, activities and discus-
sions throughout the week to
engage seniors,” she says.

Both the Acalanes and
the Lamorinda Chapters of
the NCL have been a tremen-
dous help in the shopping de-
livery program, says Ishizu.

Also with wildfire pre-
paredness in mind, Lamor-
inda Village has been work-
ing with a local company to
get a group senior discount
for installing backup batter-
ies to counter the likely im-
minent electricity public
safety power shutoffs.

Ishizu says she has re-
ceived numerous emails and
phone calls from seniors and
their families expressing
their gratitude.

... continued on Page C2
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Laughing Kindergarteners run tI-1e'- bt;SES
after launching a kickball into the outfield
during LMYA’s new Summer League camp.

SHOE THERAPY at
ELMWOOD VILLAGE SHOES

¥

- Stress Relief!

- Instant Satisfaction!

- Let us make you
Smile!

We are open and ready to help you Safely!
Our store is easy fo get to. We are the second exit off the
tunnel and five minutes off the freeway.

Slmasood Village Shoes

Esi 1976
510-845-4054
2915 College Ave, Berkeley

www.ELMWOODVILLAGESHOES.com

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT.
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WALNUT CREEIZ’é PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

THE
HERITAGE
DOWNTOWN

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING

(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek
theheritagedowntown.com

Special shout out to all of the coaches
showing up for our kids!!
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LMYA Launches New Summer Leagues

In an effort to provide a safe and fun outlet for the kids over the summer, LMYA Sports launched an all new Summer
League format. Baseball and Softball leagues were reimagined and Kickball and Wiffleball teams were formed, all in strict
adherence to CC Health and School District ordinances. Next up is Fall Soccer and a continued goal of providing healthy
activity in a safe environment to the families in our community. Thanks for playing with us!

www.Imyasports.com
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Dlrect Crematlons From $799 00

Traditional Services From $3999.00
FD2386 Notary Services Available (925) 490-1400

Hearing Aid Evaluations

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, |
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

www.lamorindaweekly.com

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

AMORINDA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

AUDIOLOGY T
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Fun and flavorful frittata beats the heat

Broccoli Cheddar-Feta Frittata

By Susie Iventosch

This summer I was slated to be Dis-
covery Bicycle Tours’ camp “chef” for
a couple of weeklong cycling adven-
tures in Vermont. I was really excited
about the idea of planning and cook-
ing a camping menu for this adven-
ture and for my first visit ever to Ver-
mont. Unfortunately, the trips were
“Covided” just like so many 2020 plans
all over the world. In any case, as I
was planning the menu for the tours, I
tried to come up with interesting and
hearty breakfasts that would fortify
our cyclists for a long day of rugged
mountain riding. The only catch was
that everything had to be cooked on a
grill or a propane camp stove. There’d

Photo Susie Iventosch

be no oven in the great outdoors!
When the idea of a frittata came
to mind, I had to figure out if it could
actually be cooked all the way through
on top of the stove, since they are gen-
erally finished off in the oven. Just
this week, I finally got around to test-
ing my theory that the frittata could
indeed be cooked through over a
flame. It turns out that it can, pro-
vided you have a lid that fits your pan.
This allows the heat to be trapped to
cook the eggs all the way through.
This one turned out beautifully puffy
and in fact, I used a combination of
whole eggs and Eggbeaters and it
turned out just right. The trick is to al-
low plenty of time to cook the frittata
over medium heat so you don’t burn

the bottom. This is a fun breakfast
dish for any of you who love to cook
outdoors, go camping, or hang out at
the lake for your summer adventures.
I also have a little tip I'd love to
pass on regarding outdoor cooking.
We are big fans of our Weber barbe-
cue and cook on it all year long, but
this summer we purchased our first 3-
burner camp stove and have ab-
solutely loved using it, even on our
patio. We selected the Camp Chef
brand and we also bought the fry
griddle accessory, which has been
fantastic for making large batches of
pancakes or burgers, grilling onions

and making egg and bacon breakfasts.
You can find this through Amazon as
well as on the Camp
Chef website.

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on
our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by email or call our
office at (925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Broccoli Cheddar-Feta Frittata

(Serves 6 for breakfast)
INGREDIENTS
2 tablespoons olive oil

6 sausage links of your choice, cut into bite-sized pieces

1 red onion, chopped
2 cups broccoli florets, pre-cooked

12 eggs (or equivalent using egg whites or Eggbeaters)

1/2 cup Half & Half
1/2 teaspoon white pepper

1 teaspoon pink salt (I love Himalayan pink salt, but any salt will do!)

1 cup sharp cheddar, grated
1/2 cup feta cheese, crumbled
DIRECTIONS

In a 10-inch cast iron skillet, heat olive oil
and cook onions over medium heat until
translucent. Add sausages and broccoli and

cook until all are slightly browned.

Meanwhile, whisk eggs with Half & Half,
salt and white pepper. Stir in feta and half of

the grated cheddar.

When veggies and sausage are ready,
pour egg mixture over them in the skillet

and cook, covered, until all of the eggs are

cooked through and beginning to look puffy. This takes about 15-20 minutes over

medium-low heat. When eggs are cooked through and set, remove lid and sprinkle

remaining cheese over the top. Cover again and cook until cheese is melted.
Remove from stove top and allow frittata to set up for 5-10 minutes before

cutting and serving. Frittata will deflate slightly as it cools, but not to worry, this is

normal.

*If you are not camping and do happen to have an oven handy, you can cook

the eggs, uncovered, over medium heat on the stove until the custard begins to pull
away from the edges of the pan. This will take 5 minutes or so. At this point, put the
frittata in a preheated 400 F oven and cook for another 10 minutes or until eggs are
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Donald Frederick Thielke

December 19, 1930-July 9, 2020

orn on Dec. 19, 1930 during the Great

Depression in North Tonawanda, NY,
Don Thielke was raised in a faithful Lutheran
family. His childhood was spent in simple
pursuits playing in empty lots, building snow
forts, lake swims and taffy pulls.

Always a tinkerer, he worked as a
mechanic in his youth. A 1949 graduate of
North Tonawanda High School, Don enlisted
in the Air Force, was sent to (Harlingen, TX)
and later sunny, dry Sacramento at Mather
AFB, rising from airplane mechanic to
plane owner. This sealed his fate for a future
California residency.

Upon return to New York, Don was
finally able to secure a blind date with the
ever social Phyllis (née Huk) Thielke to
Niagara Falls. Theirs was a love story for
the books and they married on Oct. 27,

1956 sharing nearly 63 years until her passing in 2018. Whether in Buffalo, Chicago,
Alameda or Lafayette, “Don & Phyllis” will long be remembered for their mutual care
giving for one another’s health, hearts and dreams. After 15 years of marriage, a miracle
baby (Kathy) brought them joy and the opportunity to become “parents” to countless
friends in her growing up years. He knew the value of being a loving and generous dad.

After attending Spartan College of Aviation and Technology in Tulsa, Don flew
with a variety of carriers in the advent of the jet age. He proudly served American
Airlines as a flight engineer for 37 years and also as an executive with the Flight
Engineers International Association. He cared deeply about flight safety and trained in
accident investigations at USC. These roles led him to world travel, though his favorite
became Kaanapali beach in Maui with his family and friends.

A Lafayette resident and member of Trinity Lutheran Church for 52 years, Don
held every role imaginable. His easy going style and can do spirit were felt by neighbors
too, where he served the Happy Valley Highlands HOA for decades. Don was the master
of ceremonies, who could tell a joke or story that would keep you on the edge of your
seat. A friend to many, he never stopped reaching into new social circles as the years
went on with YoungLife, cardiac inmates, men’s fellowship breakfasts, fishing buddies
in Alaska, Jazz circles, Lutheran Golfers, the Grey Eagles. His dry wit and sly grin were
his trademark, as much as his warm smile and knowing eyes.

He was happiest in his own “back-forty” maintaining the yard, fending off poison
oak, taking in a swim with family and tackling the next project with a dog at his side.
Or perhaps it was surf-side at Half Moon Bay with old friends, crab, chowder, a good
sourdough and cold beer. Most likely it was sharing one of his “9 lives” stories with
granddaughters and eating fudgesicles.

He is survived by beloved daughter, Kathy; son-in-law, Pete; grandchildren
Leilani, Kalea and Malia; nephews, Alan, Mike and Chuck; nieces Elaine, Phyllis,
Laura, Anne, Cindy and Linda.

Knowing that “he had some projects to do” heavenward, Don passed peacefully
at home. He lived a blessed life knowing Jesus. May he dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.

cooked through. Sprinkle remaining cheese on top and continue to cook until

cheese begins to brown.

Lynn’s Top Five

Thoughts for managing your
investment portfolio during a
global pandemic

By Lynn Ballou CFP®

Given all the economic uncertainty and
volatility in markets, I knew it was time
to focus this column on how we can
keep our plans on track despite our cur-
rent life experiences. In writing this
piece, I was very fortunate to catch up
with Adam Phillips, partner and director
of Portfolio Strategy for EP Wealth Advi-
sors. You may have seen him on
Bloomberg, CNBC, in the Wall Street
Journal or other investment news chan-
nels and publications. Adam is not only
a brilliant portfolio strategist and Char-
tered Financial Analyst (CFA), but he’s
also a Certified Financial Planner which
makes him uniquely qualified to think
not only about portfolio management on
a macro level, but also about the impact
of today’s evolving economic situation
and uncertainty on the portfolios and
lives of real people. I think youw’ll find
his wisdom very useful.

1. Start with your financial plan. It
all begins with a plan. A successful jour-
ney begins with a roadmap and itiner-
ary leading to a destination. What’s your
financial destination? To determine if
you are on track and if your portfolio is
properly allocated to help you reach
those goals, you need to dust off and up-
date your financial plan, using current,
real numbers to reveal the impact of
economic life during this global pan-
demic. An important aspect of this
process must include a thorough review
of your portfolio holdings, objectives and
allocations. Ask yourself if the assets
you own are supporting your goals and
vision of your future financial life. Lean
on your trusted team of advisors to help
you assess where you are and if changes
should be considered. Asyou embark
on this process take into account the fol-
lowing thoughts as well.

2. Don’t panic - THINK! It’s so easy to
be swayed by public opinion and the
non-stop news and market coverage.
However, that may be more entertain-
ment than true guidance and it’s never

personal to your own situation. During
our conversation, Mr. Phillips reminded
me that “Periods of market volatility can
test the mettle of even the most disci-
plined investors, but short-sighted deci-
sions can have long-term implications
for one’s financial plan. In fact, history
shows that the best days in investing of-
ten follow the worst days, and missing
out on the best five days so far in 2020
would have left an investor with a loss of
30% through the first half of the year.
Meanwhile, investors who resisted the
urge to sell in the throes of the first
quarter sell-off were rewarded for their
discipline as they saw the S&P 500 re-
cover to within a few percent of where it
began the year by the end of June.”
3. Unless you are a knowledgeable
investor, work with pros who are.
While most of us know the difference
between a stock and a bond, very few of
us also know how to construct and man-
age a personally appropriate, diversified
portfolio that holds the right variety of
assets in different asset classes and sec-
tors. For example, let’s say one of your
goals is to own stocks that pay dividends.
As Mr. Phillips notes, “It’s important to
know what you own and look beyond
what’s on the surface, such as a stock’s
price or attractive dividend yield. For
instance, just because a stock boasts a
high yield doesn’t mean that dividend is
sustainable.” Unless you have the skills,
data access and time to take on the task
of keeping up with the ever-changing
evolution of each of your portfolio hold-
ings, consider the benefits of a trusted
investment advisor on your team to
manage and guide this part of your in-
vestment journey.
4. Tax loss harvest when it makes
sense, but it may not always be the
right move. As we’ve explored in past
columns, tax loss harvesting in your tax-
able accounts can be a way of making
lemonade out of lemons by selling posi-
tions you still like but which have an
otherwise unrealized loss.

... continued on Page B4
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Bookmark Contest winners announced
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The 2020 winners of the Friends of the
Lafayette Library Bookmark Contest received
their awards quietly this year without a gather-

ing at an Awards Ceremony. The public can
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view the winning bookmarks in the Friends
Corner Book Shop or the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center when the Book Shop and all li-
braries open. Complimentary framing was done
by Anthony's Custom Framing.

Lacrosse Against Hunger: Two
Acalanes sophomores making

a difference

Photos provided

Two Acalanes Varsity Lacrosse
players, Zach Appel and Owen Estee,
have launched Lacrosse Against
Hunger, to offer lacrosse coaching
sessions to 7-14 year olds in exchange
for a charitable donation to White
Pony Express during the COVID-19
pandemic. The mission of White Pony
Express is to “help eliminate hunger
and poverty by delivering the
abundance all around us to those in
need — with love.” Over the past six
years, White Pony Express has
provided more than 9 million fresh,
high-quality meals to Contra Costa
residents in need.

So far, the two rising sophomores
have raised more than $1,000 to
support White Pony Express. This
funding will provide meals to more
than 1,600 individuals. “When
COVID-19 started spreading through
Contra Costa County, I wanted to do
something to help people in need.
Through Lacrosse Against Hunger, I
am able to share a sport I love with
other kids, while making a
difference,” said Zach. Lacrosse
Against Hunger is a creative,
non-traditional youth-led approach to
raising money to help those served by
White Pony Express. “I love lacrosse
and being able to share it with others,
especially playing for a good cause
and helping others during this strange

time,” said Owen. All money raised
goes directly to White Pony Express
through Lacrosse Against Hunger’s
GoFundMe page. Requested donation
per session is $25 or more. To make a
donation to White Pony Express
through Lacrosse Against Hunger, visit
www.gofundme.com/f/
lacrosse-against-hunger.

DAR awards Linus Eukel with
conservation award

Submitted by Brenna
Shafizadeh

The Acalanes Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution has
awarded Linus Eukel with the Con-
servation Award for 2020. The criteria
for this award include: outstanding
volunteer record in educational work;
distinguished teaching; major re-
planting efforts by an individual;
wildlife and nature center work; re-
source management; youth leader-
ship; conservation related media
work; and park establishments.

Eukel has over 30 years of work
in conservation, and currently serves
as the executive director for the John
Muir Land Trust. The JMLT was
founded in 1989. It protects 3,100
acres of local land, with over 2,000
acres having been protected under
Eukel’s guidance. He is especially

noted
for his
strategic
planning
and for
his gift
in iden-
tifying
proper-
ties that
will
benefit
the sur-
round-
ing
commu-
nities. He works enthusiastically to
build community coalitions, to edu-
cate the public, and to preserve the
area’s natural splendor. With the
Conservation Award, the Acalanes
Chapter recognizes Eukel and his im-
portant work.

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-
ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations
to submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the

Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cel-
ebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Galleries revived: ‘Domesticated’
and ‘Dark and Light’ open

"Domesticated" exhibition at Jennifer Perlmutter gallery

By Sophie Braccini

All is not scarcity in the world of art.
Two local art galleries are opening
their doors to patrons so they can en-
joy new exhibits: Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery in Lafayette and Moraga Art
Gallery in Rheem. The large well-
ventilated spaces surrounded by art
where everyone wears a mask offer
patrons, if only for a few minutes, the
deep serenity and joy that creativity
and beauty bestow on onlookers.

Jennifer Perlmutter is showcasing
two artists, Dana DeKalb and Jane
Fisher, through Aug. 15 who have
been friends and co-inspirators since
the early ’90s. The two have produced
several themed exhibitions together.
"Domesticated" was Fisher's idea. The
painter explains that she rescued an
unusual dog in Indonesia that looked
like a wild Australian dingo. She was
then drawn to doing research on the
domestication of dogs through the
ages and started a reflection through
her art on the human influence on
animals.

DeKalb, who Fisher calls her kin-
dred spirit, loved the idea and started
painting animals as well. She says that
her own art is about concept, control
and lack of it, and metaphors. One of
her loveliest paintings in the exhibi-
tion portrays a man holding a bird
house to a flock of birds. She also
shows dyptichs representing animals
and the contraptions humans have
invented for them.

Fisher's technique is remarkable
and the dogs’ renditions she presents
in the exhibit are both descriptive and
strikingly modern, self-confident and
almost ascetic.

Both women say they have been
immersed in their art during this dif-
ficult period, with some challenges
due to the fact they had to move their
studios to their East Bay homes. They
think that during confinement the
line between what is wild and domes-
ticated was breaking down. We saw
foxes in London, coyotes in San Fran-

Photo Sophie Braccini

cisco; while humans, caged in their
residents, were super domesticated.

In the Rheem Shopping Center the
Moraga Art Gallery, “Dark and Light,
A Delicate Balance” will run through
Sept. 12. Mary Leigh Miller, one of the
three artists in the exhibition, ex-
plains that the title refers to the play
of the colors in the artwork presented,
but also to the artists' expression of
their inner and outer takes on life.

Miller is a ceramist who has been
a part of the art collective for many
years and her work has evolved from
ceramic objects that can be used in
everyday life to more abstract art.
This tireless explorer of art forms
through ceramics is seeking surprises
given by her media. It can mean ex-
ploring new forms, playing with tex-
ture or with the different colors that
the various cooking processes pro-
duce. The masks, totems, and wall art
she is presenting have been created
with use of the raku technique, a low-
firing process that creates crackling
and interesting colors.

Miller is joined in the exhibition
at Rheem by another MAG member,
Irene Needoba. The artist displays an
attractive and feminine style, using
vibrant colors. For this exhibition she
wants to attract viewers’ attention to
the environment, climate change and
the effect it has on ocean pollution
and on forests fires.

The two painters are welcoming
guest artist Claudette McDermott who
is featuring jewelry and encaustic
paintings. McDermott creates mixed-
metal modern jewelry crimping col-
orful stones, such as earrings,
bracelets or necklaces. Her encaustic
paintings are lively and highly
decorative.

The Moraga Art Gallery is open
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur-
days from noon to 3 p.m. The Jennifer
Perlmutter gallery is open Wednesday
to Friday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturdays from noon to 6 p.m. Both
locations require their patrons to
wear a mask.

Sunflower dwarfs two Lafayette brothers

Lafayette
brothers Joshua
and Joseph
Sanchez pose
with a
prize-sized
sunflower that
towers between
them.
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Service Clubs Announcements

925-377-0977

Lamorinda Sunrise
Rotary i>.<:

Zoom Meetings Every Friday at 7:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82609498205

AUGUST WEEKLY MEETINGS
7: Dr. Michale Yassa, Perfect Memory
14: Ana Lukner Rolji, Rotary in Slovenia
21: Dr. Linda Halderman, COVID-19 Update
28: Claire Roberts, Member Magazine
www.lamorindasunrise.com

Please submit:

Events: calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories: storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
Letters: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Opinion: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Lynn’s Top Five

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Thoughts for managing your investment
portfolio during a global pandemic

... continued from Page B2

Most investors will buy a simi-
lar position as a placeholder as
soon as that sale occurs so as
not to “miss out” if the markets
appreciate during the 30 days
they are prohibited from re-
purchasing that sold asset.
While this is often a very help-
ful income tax management
tool, there might also be poten-
tial portfolio and performance
disruption. Navigate this issue
by choosing your replacement
holding wisely. Also under-
stand that sometimes selling
your “placeholder” investment
to return to your previously
owned position might generate
short-term capital gains. Do the
math to be sure it’s worth it!

5. Review your holdings and
your objectives regularly, not
obsessively. We are all miss-
ing competitive sports but this
is not the time to turn to day
trading for some action and
adrenaline! Unless you have

money you can afford to lose,
design a portfolio that helps
yOu SCOre your successes as
they relate to your real life
goals in the long-run and not
just churn for fun or sport as a
substitute for short-term enter-
tainment. Limiting your
thoughtful portfolio and invest-
ment holding reviews to be no
more frequently than quarterly
can keep you from making
emotional versus logical deci-
sions.

Bottom line, while it’s very
important to be informed and
stay informed, don’t obsess and
don’t take action just for ac-
tion’s sake. Periodically re-
search, review, discuss with
your trusted advisors and im-
plement thoughtful changes,
but only as appropriate. And
then disconnect and go for a
walk in these beautiful hills and
on these amazing trails we are
so fortunate to enjoy in our
community. Stay safe,
everyone!

All expressions of opinion reflect the judgment of the author and are subject to change.
Content does not involve the rendering of personalized investment advice and should not
be construed as a recommendation or solicitation to buy or sell a particular security. Tax
information is general in nature and should not be construed as legal or tax advice. Always
consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your specific tax or legal situation.

Lynn Ballou is a CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER ™
professional and Regional Director
with EP Wealth Advisors, a
Registered Investment Advisory
Firm in Lafayette. Information
used in the writing of this column
is believed to be factual and
up-to-date, however, we do not
guarantee its accuracy. This
column does not involve the
rendering of personalized
investment advice and is not
intended to supplement
individualized professional advice.
A financial, tax and/or legal
professional should be consulted
before implementing any of the
strategies directly or indirectly
suggested and discussed. All
investment strategies have the
potential for profit or loss.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Worship services are available online to view or stream or they have been canceled for now.
Please call or check the individual websites for updated information.

Lafayette United Methodist Church
Go to to our YouTube Channel:
Love LUMC

for small-batch, home-grown, curated
worship playlists and more inspiration

We’re all in this
TOGETHER!

Join us for worship online

Sundavys at 9 a.m.

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

Online Service Only 10:45 AM

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |

All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

or any fime you wish!

Lafayette-Orinda Prealézterﬂn Church

49 Knox Drive - Lafayette, CA - (g25) 283-B722

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

o~ Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

IMMIGRANT | LGBTQ

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Mt.Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church | www.MDUUC.org

V

AR

St Stephen's Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive, Orinda
l[ 254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org
Sunday 8am, 10am

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM (at least through May 10*)
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

10-11T am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Sunday Service

G LLE SARVILOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Join us at OSLC.NET
for our Sunday Livestream at 9:30 am
or any time on our YouTube Channel

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

ALL ARE WELCOME
Services online:

mvpctoday.org

M e

10 Moraga Valley Lane
www.mvpctoday.org
925.376.4800
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Change of sports seasons a challenge for all in Lamorinda

By Jon Kingdon

It’s been about five centuries
since the four seasons of
spring, summer, winter, and
fall were established. It has
taken the coronavirus only
five months to alter the Gre-
gorian calendar for high
school sports in California.
The California Interscholastic
Federation announced July 29
that “in collaboration with our
10 sections, education-based
athletics for the 2020-2021
school year will begin with a
modified season of sport
schedule.”

There are now only two
sports seasons — fall and
spring. Winter, for all intents
and purposes has been elimi-
nated. The fall sports are cross
country, football, water polo
(boys and girls) and volleyball
(boys and girls) with their first
day of practice beginning on
Dec. 14. In the spring, there
are three different starting
practice dates: Feb. 22 - soc-
cer (boys and girls) and tennis
(boys and girls), March 9 -
swimming and diving and
March 15 - wrestling, basket-
ball, baseball, golf (boys and
girls), lacrosse (boys and girls),
softball and track and field.

This was a decision that
the California Interscholastic
Federation, the state’s govern-
ing board for high school ath-
letics, did not make easily,
said Ron Nocetti, California’s
top prep sports administrator
in the Bay Area News Group
on July 21: “What started out
with multiple plans came
down to the one that everyone
thought gave as many oppor-
tunities to as many students
as possible to have close to a
full season. This allows for
our facilities to operate with
less overlap and, while we do
know that there are going to
have to be some choices made,
I think this is our best plan
moving forward at this time.
But as we’ve seen, no one can
predict what’s going to hap-
pen here.”

The decision was a long
time coming for the schools,
said Raymond Meadows,
Campolindo’s athletic direc-
tor: “We’ve been in a waiting

game which is true in all
facets of life now. We’re just
hoping to get back to some
normalcy for these kids. The
main issue for the CIF was
that they did not want to can-
cel any sports or seasons
outright.”

Acalanes’ Athletic Direc-
tor Randy Takahashi had an-
ticipated that there was going
to be a delay in the fall season:
“I knew that in conversations
with the CIF and North Coast
Section that there were a lot of
things they had to take into
consideration such as what
most of the school districts
were doing, such as going to
distance learning which ne-
cessitated pushing everything
back to December.”

Working out the details
for their schools' athletic
teams is going to take an ex-
pert in algorithmic analysis,
particularly in the early
spring when football, two soc-
cer teams, two lacrosse teams
and the track and field team
will all be competing for time
on the practice fields. “There’s
going to be a lot of planning
and we’re going to have to
strike a balance within our
coaching staffs,” Meadows
said, “but I think everybody,
including our parents and
athletes are staying positive
with the idea that we’re going
to get the kids back on the
fields, gyms and pools.”

With things changing
constantly, it’s an ongoing
process that makes it difficult
to predict how things will look
once the “fall” season begins
in December, Takahashi said:
“'m meeting with all of the
field sport coaches and dis-
cussing with them how we’re
going to use the stadium.”

Despite having to wait
until December to begin prac-
ticing, the football coaches are
as a group glad to know that
there is going to be a season.
“The whole process had us so
worn down, we were going to
be happy with anything,”
Campolindo head coach Kevin
Macy said. “The way it stands
now, we’re pleasantly sur-
prised that we’re going to be
able to have a scrimmage and
a 10-game season and some
playoffs. The reset may work

in a lot of ways — January may
feel like the start of school for
everybody.”

The inability to have a
summer program won’t, in
the long term, affect the foot-
ball teams, Acalanes head
coach Floyd Burnsed said:
“With practices starting on
Dec. 14, we’ll have ample time
to prepare for the season. We
can work out now in groups of
12 and we’re allowed to share
equipment so our QB’s and
WR’s can throw and catch.”

Miramonte head coach
Jack Scharff is looking for-
ward to when larger groups of
players will be able to work
out against each other, but
will accept whatever comes
his way: “Before the season
starts, we would like to be
able to run 7 on 7’s against
other teams, something that
we have normally done in the
summer. If we can get any
type of activity in early we’ll
do that, but if we can’t, we’ll
just have to be ready to go on
Dec. 14.”

A majority of the states
are planning to play high
school football in the fall,
though that number can
change daily. It may be pro-
hibitive to play in January
through March in Green Bay,
Wisconsin where the average
temperatures for each month
are 18, 21 and 32 degrees.
The average temperature for
Lamorinda in those months is
47,52 and 54 degrees, which
is not the major concern for
the coaches - it’s that these
months are the height of the
rainy season. “We’re aware of
the weather conditions at that
time of the year,” Macy said.
“However, with a new quar-
terback and running backs, if
we get the heavy rain, that
will definitely affect us by
making it harder to put our
offense together.”

“If we get a lot of rain, it’s
going to be a mess,” Takahashi
said. “Putting the rain and
temperature aside, at the end
of the day, if we’re out there
playing sports, whether it’s
raining or not, everybody will
look at it and say that it’s
pretty awesome that we’re
back.”

With so many sports

overlapping, there is a con-
cern as to how things will
work out for the multi-sport
athletes and it is an issue that
is being addressed, according
to Meadows: “There were
some discussions in our
league meetings about the
possibility of some teams not
having enough athletes. The
coaches understand that this
is going to be a little bit differ-
ent and practice times may be
a little bit scarcer, but we
want our kids to have the op-
portunity to play multiple
sports. I'm asking our coaches
to be flexible and to think
outside the box to figure out
how to make this work with a
completely different frame-
work from what we’ve been
used to.”

Normally girl’s tennis, golf
and volleyball were played in
the fall and the boys teams
played in the spring, but
bringing them all together in
the spring seemed to make the
most sense, according to
Michael McCollum, Mira-
monte’s boys and girls tennis
coach: “Consolidating the ten-
nis seasons is what I thought
was going to happen. It’s the
best thing for the kids and the
efforts that have gone into ar-
ranging the seasons is an in-
dication of real professional-
ism by our administrators,
school, and sports leaders.

I'm hoping we can get in 10
league matches. The matches
are doable, but the hard part
is going to be trying to figure
out how I can get enough dri-
vers to get our players to the
matches.”

With both teams sharing
the season, court time will be
at a premium. Fortunately for
Miramonte and Acalanes,
their courts have stadium
lights which will allow them
to split the practices and play
later in the evening. “I'm
hopeful and happy that this is
all going to work out,” McCol-
lum said. “I have two of the
best teams in the area and 'm
anxious about showing them
off.”

Campolindo, like Acalanes
and Miramonte, has lighting
on the football field but not on
the tennis courts. “We need
lights and we’ve been trying

to get lights, but we won’t
have them this year,” said
Meadows. “This may lead to
shorter practices and in the
past, we have had to move
some of our games off site to
places that did have lights so
we’re thinking creatively on
how we can still offer as much
as we can, but we may run
into some scheduling issues
along the way.”

Meadows also raises the
possibility of some teams
practicing before school: “The
CIF rules that you can practice
18 hours so some of our teams
like aquatics and basketball in
the past have at times used
the early hours to get their
workouts in. It’s not done too
often and if it were to affect
the kids, we will find different
ways to work things out.”

The athletic directors
have not been operating in a
bubble and have all been
working together to make the
best of a difficult situation,
Takahashi said: “Amy McNa-
mara, the associate superin-
tendent in the district office,
has put aside time every week
and half to go over what our
status is so we have had a lot
of support and communica-
tion from the district office.
We’ve have been hearing from
athletic directors from other
districts and they’re not get-
ting anywhere near the kind
of guidance we’ve received
about opening things up.”

It was John Jay (1813), one
of our country’s founding fa-
thers that said, “To hope for
the best and prepare for the
worst, is a trite but a good
maxim.” It’s an attitude that
everyone is forced to live by
today.

“It’s been a roller coaster,”
said Meadows. “There has to
be alot of things to happen
for all of us to be out there
playing in December. 'm
crossing my fingers and we’re
going to plan for it accord-
ingly. If everyone goes in with
an open mind and are flexible
and accommodating, knowing
that it’s not exactly how we
have done it in the past or
want it to be, we’ll take it,
having the kids out there even
with the adjustments that
we’ll all have to make.”
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Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

ROOM FOR RENT - $1050 w/
private bath. Nice home near
Miramonte HS. Call Dorothy
(925) 324-3168 and lv msg

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessonsin your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Senior Services

Renee's
Jeniorn Jfenwvices

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?

Or a little companionship
Call Renee: 925-393-8732

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Rototilling

£+ Ken's Rototilling
<2 <4 W/DTractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

| Handyman [ Plumbing

» Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
§ concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Reach 65,000

with your ad
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Lamorinda Village prepares for fire season with help from community

... continued from Page B1

One such caller said how ap-

preciative she was for all that
Lamorinda Village does — not
just the shopping but also for

the friendship, the personal
warmth and caring that is
shown, and sense of commu-
nity and pride in community
she feels from what is being
done through Lamorinda Vil-

lage. She has had shoppers
who have left special notes or
flowers or small surprises and
says how heartwarming and
how much the personal
touches have meant.

“Personally, I am so
grateful to be part of an orga-
nization that was able to ad-
just and adapt to all the chal-
lenges that this pandemic
threw at us,” says Ishizu. “I'm

also blown away by the
tremendous response from
the community who came to-
gether to help those who were
most vulnerable. I feel very
lucky to live in Lamorinda.”

Love Latayette

A MAN’S
CHOICE
BARBERSHOP

— Open
outside
in the
- shaded
back

\Maria & Nanc
Proud
New Owners!

3533 Plaza Way, Lafayette
Please call:
Maria: 925-980-4181
Nancy: 925-640-5186 Tues. -

Piano Studio
Kegs to success

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Bill: 209-482-8025 sat.

Making Bay Area HomeS
Beautiful Sin¢®

! g ) "
) = Jlodgett's ' gorod
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946” Abbey Carpet. ~ www.blodgetts.com

Lic. #177588

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

925.284.4807

Fine Jewelry Repairs
& Custom Designs

Q CG DESIGNS ‘

Catherine Dining- Goldsmith
3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette
(925) 937-9570 | www.cgdesignsinc.com

VI aulou’s

To Place Orders by Phone,
Simply Call
(925) 283-3380 OR
Shop Online at
mccaulous.com

CAnthony'a
Cuatone & eture Gramers

After 28 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

Mon: 10am-5pm

Tues-Sat: 10am-6pm
anthonysCPF.com

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A
Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

$30 off your next order with this ad!

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

Watch for Shop Orinda

August 19
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

Barbering on the Go

Master Barber r]
i O

. All scissors cut
. Fades

- Women, Men &
children

Affordable haircuts
in the comfort of
your own backyard.

Call or Text
; 925-283-3350

Keeping Lafayette handsome for 30 years

ol

" WL AFAYETTE
k.4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Cam/:ﬁmenfm'y Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

* Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch < Breakfast °

NLLres
Seven Days a Week Il
1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette
(510) 283-2397

* Breakfast « Lunch ¢ Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Breakfast

e Breakfast ¢ Lunch -
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our Canopy

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549

v Shipping v Notary Services

v Postal Services

v/ Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

v" Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services
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Feng Shui

Plant red fruit or flowers near the front
door.

By Michele Duffy

The front door entry area to one’s home remains,
especially during a pandemic, the “Mouth of Qi”
and one of the most powerful places to thought-
fully ignite healthy Feng Shui.

The front door is often called the ‘Mouth of Qi’
so when the energy here is positive and activated,
it will help nourish the entire home, much like
when we take food into our mouths our whole
body benefits. The front entrance sets the tone for
the entire home and should be welcoming, well it,
and tidy.

Photos Michele Duffy
Sturdy front doors are ideal.

Very active or yang front door colors include
red, yellow, orange and black, all excellent
choices. It’s also good to grow red fruit or flowers
in the front yard, and especially along the path-
way toward the home. This nod to fruitful abun-
dance at the “Mouth of Qi” will transfer to the
home especially if the Bagua is also applied to the
entire home and property.

The front entrance door should be sparkling
clean, in good working condition, function with-
out squeaking or loose hardware, be constructed
solidly with minimal glass for stability and safety,
and must be visible from the street. If there is fo-

liage overhanging the front path, everything
should receive a tidy trimming so the path to the
front door is unobstructed. The front path, if me-
andering and curvy, would be a positive bonus. If
the front pathways are straight and direct, con-
sider planting annuals in pots along the path to
slow the rushing Qi down.

Leading up to the home one should be aware
of the land forms surrounding the home, includ-
ing streets in front (and maybe also behind the
home). For health and longevity, prosperity and
harmonious lives, it’s best to avoid homes close to
power lines, eyesores, waste, refuse or recycling
centers, noisy fire or police stations, homes below
the road, on dead-end streets, or with steep drop-
offs or water behind the home.

General home Feng Shui guidelines include:
1) Gently moving water in front, support/moun-
tain in back of home;
2) Home has sufficient natural light;
3) Home is above the road,
4) Road toward home is gently active; and
5) Even shaped land for secure home.
If your home is challenged with any of these
you can address them with the following uni-
versal Feng Shui antidotes:
1) Lacking moving water in front, place an up-
ward flow fountain near the front door; and if the
backyard is not higher than front door or at least
level, create a boundary in back with potted
plants, a retaining wall, or hanging lights to stop
the Qi from rolling away from house;
2) Adjust a dark house with abundant lighting
solutions including recessed ceiling lights and
adding high wattage but energy-friendly lamps;
3) Home below the road needs a fountain in
front, add metal wind chimes from eaves of the
house to lift Qi, or place a weathervane on the
roof, or add flags to lift Qi (traditional and Tibetan
prayer flags);

... continued on Page D4
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Contact us
Today!

GLENN AND KELLIE
BEAUBELLE

925.254.1212
| TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 10 $900,000 $2,625,000
MORAGA 16 4650,000 $2,170,000
ORINDA 18} $946,000 $3,750,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

1028 Carol Lane, $1,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 1187 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-24-20,
Previous Sale: $910,000, 03-28-18

916 Dewing Avenue #B, $900,000, 2 Bdrms, 1016 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 06-24-20,
Previous Sale: $468,000, 11-12-03

3269 Gloria Terrace, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2815 SqFt, 1954 YrBIt, 06-26-20

3357 Mcgraw Lane, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2867 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-18-20

633 Michael Lane, $1,480,000, 3 Bdrms, 2295 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 06-18-20,
Previous Sale: $505,000, 04-22-99

3235 Mt Diablo Court #203, $1,174,000, 41753 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 06-26-20,
Previous Sale: $2,020,500, 10-15-19

10 Rancho Diablo Road, $2,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 2342 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-17-20,
Previous Sale: $1,215,000, 03-12-15

3363 Springhill Road, $1,525,000, 3 Bdrms, 1533 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 06-19-20,
Previous Sale: $695,000, 05-24-10

1 Tolan Way, $2,625,000, 3 Bdrms, 3658 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 06-23-20

772 Upper Pond Court, $1,175,000, 2 Bdrms, 2175 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 06-23-20,
Previous Sale: $638,000, 10-09-02

MORAGA

115 Alta Mesa Court, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 1954 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-18-20,
Previous Sale: $1,119,000, 12-22-17

605 Augusta Drive, $922,000, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 06-26-20,
Previous Sale: $760,000, 04-20-18

104 Brookline Street, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1962 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 06-15-20,
Previous Sale: $685,000, 06-19-03

5 Buckingham Drive, $1,015,000, 3 Bdrms, 1364 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-26-20,
Previous Sale: $90,500, 12-01-77

... continued on Page D8
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kw EAST COUNTY

KELLER Y




k

Just Listed Sk
Charming Cottage - Minutes to Downtown

3 SOI’lgbll"d Ct’ Lafayette This might be the cutest little cottage in Lafayette. Great use
Price $799,000 of space with open floor plan, lots of light, hardwood floors,
built in shelving, vintage lighting and opens to a private
backyard with space for gardening, dining and relaxing.
oo e 3 Songbird Ct is conveniently located downtown, close to
SR shops, restaurants and the best of Lafayette living.

Paddy Kehoe

925.878.5869
paddy@paddykehoeteam.com
DRE 01894345

Leslie Lomond

650.799.2110
leslie.lomond@compass.com
DRE 01968517

Mary Staten

925.890.6875
mary.staten@compass.com
DRE 01947354

Dave Schurhoff Christine Frazier Brittany Hogan
9259979569 025.550.2130 925.2339061
dave.schurhoff@compass.com christinefrazier@compass.com brittany@paddykehoeteam.com
> DRE 01834201 . DRE 01949722 DRE 01990287
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is C @ M P ﬁ S S
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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... continued from Page D1

4) Narrow roads choke Qi to the house and need a water fountain and
bird feeders in front so good news always travels toward your door;

5) Adjust uneven land placing lights, grounding/heavy objects/sculpture,
or plant flowers, or place conversationally arranged outdoor seating
vignettes.

To ensure our front entrance is doing its job of welcoming positive Qi
into our homes, remember the front entrance door is the first of “The
Three Pillars” or power areas of the home. (The second pillar is the mas-
ter bedroom/bed placement and the third is the kitchen/stove placement.)
A few must-do front entrance Feng Shui tips:

Ensure the house numbers are displayed horizontally versus verti-
cally, and are visible, above eye level, easy to spot, and placed before the
driveway so Qi flows to the front door versus rushing past the home;

Paint the front entrance door a lively, eye-catching, Qi-attracting color
like red, yellow or tangerine;

If you see garage doors instead of the front entrance, the Feng Shui
adjustments might include landscaping lighting that points toward the
front door, an artistic welcome sign, or thoughtfully placed directional
arrows that point toward the front door;

Place healthy eye-catching and Qi-attracting activating flowers or red
fruit trees so they flank the door or are at least in the front yard near the
front door;

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Front entrance Feng Shui refresh

Front entrance doors should ideally be solid construction materials,
any glass is best along the top of the door for security reasons, maintain a
proportionate sized door to the size of the home, so definitely no double
front doors on smaller homes;

Actively enter your home using the front door and even if you enter
your home via a secondary door make sure to ask guests to use the front
door;

Front entrance welcome mats should be colorful and fit the door
frame size so not smaller than the dimension of the door frame;

Landscaping and house lights are a must at the front entrance area;

If possible a meandering path is best, versus straight paths to the
door;

And placing a soothing water feature fountain and one tinkling metal
chime in front, it would nearly be complete!

If we’ve learned anything in COVID it is all about impermanence and
change. Embracing this can help you make small changes and then per-
haps tweaking and adjusting and adding Feng Shui over time. Notice
what shifts. Create mindful changes and work at your own pace, listen
quietly and then intuit what comes next for you in your space. If the vibe
at home suits you then you will have accomplished the single most im-
portant Feng Shui aspiration!

If you have before and after pics of your front entrance I would be
honored to review your good Feng Shui efforts so please email me at
spaceharmony@gmail.com.

Happy Summer to all!

Michele Duffy, BTB M.E.S. is an Orinda
resident who, since 1999, enjoys creating
“Space as Medicine” Feng Shui one space at
a time, as well as hiking in nature, cooking,
and spending time with her family; Canyon
Ranch Feng Shui Master, International Feng
Shui Guild (IFSG) Red Ribbon Professional.
To schedule a professional 2020 Feng Shui
Consultation, contact Michele at (520)
647-4887 or send an email to
spaceharmony@gmail.com.

Mandals Fong Skt
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3 bedrooms | 2 baths | 1564 sqft | .46 acre
Situated within minutes of the Orinda Village and the
top-rated Wagner Ranch elementary school, this
location provides easy access to commute, BART plus

‘I
the allure of a very special neighborhood. : i
Offered at $1,155,000 —~ =

—=CLARKTHOMPSON=— ELUX.U,RY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 \/l | |age

Office: 925-254-8585 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

ASSOCIATES




LAFAYETTE TRAILS NEIGHBORHOOD
INCREDIBLE PARADISE!

703 Las Trampas Rd., Lafayette

4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, .51 acre | Offered at $1,875,000

A rare find in Lafayette! This special .51 acre country home, located on an
iconic lane in the Trails neighborhood, boasts the best of indoor/outdoor living!
The main floor features a formal living room/dining room, a chef's kitchen with
breakfast bar and island which open to the family room, and 3 bedrooms
serviced by 2 2 bathrooms. Upstairs you will find the 4th bedroom/office/media
room with an en-suite bathroom. This charming home, on a flat lot, features one
of the most beautiful gardens in the area. You will feel worlds away with a lovely
lawn, a pool with waterfalls, wonderful landscaping, and a spacious paver patio
shaded in part by a beautiful oak tree. It is a spectacular hideaway to entertain
and enjoy quiet evenings with family and friends. For gardeners, there are raised
vegetable gardens serviced by a charming potting shed! Sports ct. This coveted
close-in location is steps from the Lafayette-Moraga Trail, within easy access to

top-rated schools, downtown, freeway and BART.

TES S vaubelle

GROUP
Nancy Stryker

925.890.6911
nancystryker@gmail.com
DRE 01290021

COMPASS

Call me today to discuss your next move!

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions
can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.




BRYDON &i"lr'EE

RAIAL CETATE TEAH

CAPE COD CHARMER

37 Stanton Avenue, Orinda
3 Bed + Office | 2.5 Bath | £ 1900 Sq Ft | + .11 Acre

37StantonAvenue.com

Located on a cul-de-sac street, this updated
Cape Cod charmer with white picket fence and
loads of character will grab your heartstrings.
Darling detached structure in backyard can be
used as office or playroom. Absolutely delightful
front and backyards with flat grass area and
beautiful landscaping that has been expertly
maintained by a “green thumb”.

Call for more info.

) )
. .
. o e
Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
. .
bi@brydonivesteam.com
.
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informa-
tional purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as
to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting

or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



Experience

Matters

As a fifth generation family company, we
know that experience counts when it comes
to senior living. Merrill Gardens offers a
quality senior living environment and a
seasoned team that is here for you.

M MERRILL GARDENS

— —— LAFAYETTE

Call today to schedule your virtual visit!

(925) 272-0074 < merrillgardens.com
1010 Second Street, Lafayette, CA 94549 16

Lic #079200597

Retirement Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care

RENT FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME.

ON SELECT UNITS
LIMITED AVAILABILITY
W GOOD 8/1/20-8/31/20

g ——
T N T
-| RENTENSPACE

433 MOTEgEE WO SR b

(925) 643-2026

e, L DT
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

... continued from Page D2

MORAGA ... continued

1357 Camino Peral #C, $465,000, 2 Bdrms, 951 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 06-19-20,
Previous Sale: $435,000, 07-14-17

1463 Camino Peral, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1159 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 06-16-20,
Previous Sale: $650,000, 09-12-17

105 Devin Drive, $1,610,000, 4 Bdrms, 2316 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-15-20,
Previous Sale: $1,165,000, 11-04-19

228 Fronteras Drive, $2,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 4685 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 06-19-20

18 Harrington Road, $1,390,000, 3 Bdrms, 2235 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 06-23-20,
Previous Sale: $1,010,000, 07-30-12

411 Kingsford Drive, $1,905,000, 5 Bdrms, 2646 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-26-20,
Previous Sale: $875,000, 06-07-02

37 Miramonte Drive, $595,000, 2 Bdrms, 1152 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-15-20,
Previous Sale: $125,000, 09-01-88

165 Natalie Drive, $1,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2062 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-16-20,
Previous Sale: $663,500, 04-18-02

45 Sanders Ranch Road, $1,775,000, 4 Bdrms, 3523 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 06-19-20

207 Sonora Road, $2,110,000, 3 Bdrms, 3036 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 06-26-20

215 Sonora Road, $2,170,000, 4 Bdrms, 4435 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 06-24-20

177 Willowbrook Lane, $1,975,000, 3 Bdrms, 3003 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 06-26-20,
Previous Sale: $1,923,500, 12-19-16

ORINDA

71 Bates Boulevard, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2579 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 06-23-20

412 Dalewood Drive, $2,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 3037 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 06-18-20,
Previous Sale: $240,000, 06-01-78

564 Dalewood Drive, $2,727,000, 5 Bdrms, 3986 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 06-16-20,
Previous Sale: $2,430,000, 07-27-06

2 Fleetwood Court, $1,675,000, 4 Bdrms, 2564 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-16-20

383 Miner Road, $2,450,000, 5 Bdrms, 4023 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-17-20,
Previous Sale: $2,450,000, 06-14-20

20 Monte Vista Road, $946,000, 2 Bdrms, 1404 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-17-20

457 Moraga Way, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1396 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-19-20

58 Oak Drive, $2,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 4132 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 06-18-20,
Previous Sale: $1,780,000, 01-07-13

6 Rabble Road, $3,750,000, 6 Bdrms, 5988 SqFt, 2010 YrBlt, 06-23-20,
Previous Sale: $2,740,000, 10-18-12

9 Sally Ann Road, $2,030,000, 4 Bdrms, 2527 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-15-20,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-22-15

66 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,505,000, 3 Bdrms, 1883 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 06-19-20,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 05-19-06

32 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $2,035,000, 5 Bdrms, 2306 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 06-18-20,
Previous Sale: $1,450,000, 10-27-05

469 Tahos Road, $1,736,000, 4 Bdrms, 2710 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-18-20

925-377-0977 Wednesday, August 5, 2020



elevated design
stunning sophistication
innovative concepts

Tappan Lane

OFFERED AT $3,350,000
53 Tappan Lane, Orinda, CA \ g Melanie

SNow

4 bedrooms | 3 1/2 baths |great room | wine cellar
3397 sf | 0.57 acres

Prestigious Sleepy Hollow neighborhood, spectacular setting and
breathtaking southwest views. Elevated design. Modern exterior,

soaring ceilings in hallways and living spaces, seamless kitchen Melanie Snow CcAL BRE #00878893
with waterfall quartz countertops, wine cellar Porcelanosa cabinetry 925.360.0344 cell

and tile from Spain, level five smooth wall finish. A sparkling newly . .
o S melanie@melaniesnow.com
renovated swimming pool is situated perfectly on the % acre property.

MelanieSnow.com
For a virtual open house experience go to:

53TappanLane.com E COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Thank-you to all of our fearless and dedicated first responders, doctors, and nurses during these challenging times.

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified
this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your
property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Real Estate Agents affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:

LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN

MARAM BATA

VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI

JIM ELLIS

JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY
SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
LARA MARKEL
CHRISTINE MASON
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MICHELE MCKAY
CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE
WALTER NELSON
BRUCE NEWMAN
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
THERESA WANG
GREG WATKINS

VAL COOK- WATKINS
JERRY WENDT

SCOTT WINBURNE
FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LAMORINDA EXPERTS - GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Valley View Ln. $3,195,000
Prestigious Luxury Estate
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com
www.3ValleyViewLn.com  Lic #01390784

$4,250,000
Stunning state of the art Orinda estate designed by Orinda architect Richard
Bartlett includes 8000+ sg. ft. comfortably situated on a flat 1.3-acre site
adjacent to the Orinda Country Club’s 13th hole. www.20haciendacircle.com

Melanie Snow 925-360-0344; Laura Abrams 510-697-3225  Lic#00878893,

#01272382
Orinda

53 Tappan Lane $3,350,000
Modern exterior, renovated pool, wine
cellar, breathtaking views

Melanie Snow  925-360-0344
53tappanlane.com Lic #00878893

Orinda

— =

212 El Toyonal $1,695,000

= — i
10 Rheem Blvd. $1,975,000 ~ 1Madera Lane .$1 ,625,000 972 Carol Ln. $1,175,000
Quintessential Masterpiece Light filled Remodeled 2-Stry Rancher \éL?\Y;?éSeL;zssftiL :”cdu l’i’gigfr;i; - Private haven, steps from the
Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573 w/ Stylish architectural touches decks and lawn. Hide from the world! Lafayette Trail

Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com | 5.,ra Abrams 510-697-3225

! Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390
www.10Rheem.com Lic #01390784 Lic#01272382

www.1maderalane.com Lic#01272382 Www.sorayadhomes.com  Lic #01771736

Walnut Creek
] N

www.212eltoyonal.com

Danville

i = Se i -

1549 Pyranees Pl. $969,000
Reduced Lovely Townhome In Heart Of
Walnut Creek Parkmead

Ana Zimmank 925-640-6008 Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390
ana.zimmank@cbnorcal.com Lic #00469962 www.soraya4homes.com Lic #01771736

e

K7 ety g ==
1972 Magnolia Way $955,000
Lovely w/huge yard in coveted

38 Buckingham Dr. $995,000
Gated w/views in Westside Danville. Lovely home with huge potential.
Close to town.

Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390 Soraya Golesorkhi 925-808-8390
www.sorayadhomes.com  Lic #01771736 www.sorayadhomes.com  Lic #01771736

Oakland

1175 66th Street $949,000
Modern Oakland Condo w/Private Elevator
Christine Mason 925-900-5288 indoors and outdoors!

Christine@christineMason.me Suzanne Geoffrion 925-699-4832
Lic #02050542 1112chilterndr.com Lic # 01878803

1351 B Camino Peral $794,500 503 Woodminster Dr. $729,000

Lovely 3 BR townhome conveniently ~ Prime, private setting

located in Villa Moraga. Vlatka Bathgate 925-597-1573

Roberta Calderon 415-342-1043 Vlatka@BestLamorindahomes.com

1351CaminoPeral.com Lic #02042616 503WoodminsterDr.com Lic #01390784
Coldwell Banker Orinda

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

1112 Chiltern Dr.  $920,000
New Price! Room to shelter in place,

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x



ACTIVE

519 Miner Aoad, Orinda
+/- 7160 sq.ft |5 Bed + Study & Office | 5 Full, 4 Half Bath | 3 Car Garage |Pool | . .
2.04 Acre Gated Estate| $8,995,000 ]mm thz Mt ]‘t m 2 02 0 .
No matter what the world

PENDING thhows at ua.

101 Hillcrest Drive, Ohinda (Seller!)
18 Chanles Hill (Circle, Chinda (Seller!)
12 Himberly Drive, Moraga (Seller?)

SOLD —)
257 Overhill Road, Oninda (Seller & Buyer!)
20 fllen. Lourt, Orinda (Buyer!) '
100 fatates Drive, Orinda (Buyer!) . ._
50 Don Gabriel Way, Orinda (Buyer!) —
106 Brookline Street, Moraga (Seller!)
100 Sand Hill Road, Oninda (Seller & Buyer!) ‘

Amy Rose Smith .
Village Associates FINDING THE M FIT
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

AMYROSESMITH

CalBRE: #01855959

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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PENDING
3540 Springhill Road | Lafayette | Listed at $4,250,000

An entertainer’'s dream with welcoming spaces to gather.
5 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms and 2 half bathrooms
with detahced guest cottage/office.

3540Springhill.com

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Ann Newton Cane
415.999.0253
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
Lic.# 02084093

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Now Auvailable

Latest release of four
new homes in the new
Oakmont neighborhood.
Steps to Piedmont Avenue

Master planned for
optional solar,

air conditioning, and
elevators to meet
owner’s future in-law
suite needs.

Private Showings

by Appointment

Starting at $1,995,000
TheGoldenStateSeries.com

+ Open floor plans with expansive folding doors
lead out to the lovely private patio per plan

+ 3+ Bedrooms

+ 3+ baths

- Office space per plan

+ Exquisite details in each unique home

Andrew Pitarre
Real Estate Consultant
415.3429950
APitarre@gmail.com

T DRE 01867911

SOAKMONT

The Golden State Series

THE PRESCOTT | 4523 Howe Street

THE STINSON | 4521 Howe Street

- Designer chef’s kitchen with commercial range
and stainless steel appliances per plan

- Spa-like master suite
- Ample closet and storage space
- 2 car dedicated parking space & garage

COMPASS

Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational
thdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of

witt
icit property already listed.

10 Bonita Lane ® Orinda
4 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | 2995 sf. | .4 Acre

Linda Ehrich
925-698-1452

Dre#01330298
linda@lindaehrich.com
@lamorindalinda

Two Fabulous Homes Just Listed in Lamorinda!

95 Hardie Drive ¢ Moraga
4 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2137 sf | .29 Acre

Call for More Information

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
DRE 00943989 | 01051349
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

il 300 Village View Court, Orinda $2,095,000
2+ Bed 2.5 Bath 2,500* SF 0.16+ Acres w/Views

=8 Warm and welcoming from the moment you step onto the
property, this magnificent single level Orindawoods home
exudes elegance redefined. With impeccable design,
timeless finishes and worry-free living, you will rediscover
what 'home' should be. The coveted end of cul-de-sac
| location offers unparalleled privacy and optimized outdoor
* living spaces for year round entertaining and enjoyment.

New Listing

300villageview.com

! 3223 Brookwood Drive, Lafayette $1,195,000

4 Bed 2 Bath 2,150% SF 0.18+ Level Acres

Tucked at the end of a cul-de-sac is this fabulous single
level, four bedroom, two bathroom home in the beautiful
Reliez Valley neighborhood. An excellent floor plan boasts
spacious rooms, an open gourmet kitchen / family room,
and a separate office or media room. The lovely secluded
flat back yard is the ideal complement to this hidden gem.
You don't want to miss this one!

New Listing

- 3223brookwood.com
-

MY RECENT ACTIVITY... THE MARKET IS STILL MOVING!

1143 SANDERS DRIVE, MORAGA 217 CORLISS DRIVE, MORAGA 18 HARRINGTON ROAD, MORAGA
KAAREN 3BD, 3 BA, 2,T13+/- SF 4BD, 2.5 BA, 2,357+/- SF 3BD, 2 BA, 2,235+/- SF
OFFERED AT $1,249,000 SOLD FOR $1,570,000 SOLD FOR $1,390,000

BRICKMAN

REALTOR®
925.351.5049

kaaren@dudum.com
DRE# 01932119

EXCITING NEWS!

I'm now a proud member of

DUDUM

DRE 01882902

—r .‘:_ i
PENDING
511 CHALDA WAY, MORAGA 85 MONTE CRESTA AVE., PLEASANT HILL 2233 PINE KNOLL DR. #1, ROSSMOOR
3BD, 2 BA, 1,322+/- SF 3 BD, 2.5 BA, 1,833+/- SF 1BD, 1BA, 842+/- SF
SOLD FOR $705,000 SOLD FOR $1,036,000 OFFERED AT $325,000

CO-LISTED WITH SHELLEY RUHMAN CO-LISTED WITH SHELLEY RUHMAN
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Some like it hot!

il . A0 o
Blackberries are sweet and profuse this
season.

By Cynthia Brian

“Summer afternoon — summer afternoon; the
two most beautiful words in the English lan-
guage.” ~ Henry James

The blackberry bushes flanked the horse
stables on my grandparents’ ranch. My
grandmother was a genuine horse whis-
perer. She lovingly cared for a herd of
adopted steeds and rode in parades in her
fancy Western wear. She even trained the
horse for the television show, “My Friend
Flicka.” Together, after an early morning gal-
lop through the fields and vineyards, she
would give my cousin and me an empty pail
and challenge us to a blackberry picking
contest. Our reward was a big bowl of
berries with fresh cream dusted with cereal.
I adored my horse-loving grandmother and
those luscious summer blackberries.

Although I've always treasured horses, I
stopped liking blackberries when I started
growing my own. The thorns are menacing,
and the bushes sprout everywhere with their

underground runners. In the heat of sum-
mer, my days are filled with pulling out
blackberry vines from flower beds instead of
picking fruit. But this year I have a bumper
crop of big juicy berries in an area where
I've allowed them to flourish. I decided to
risk the scratches to re-live the free-flowing
glory days spent with my grandmother rid-
ing horses and gobbling blackberries in rich
purple cream. It’s a short season for black-
berries and they like it hot.

Meteorologists have predicted that 2020
has a 75% chance of being the hottest ever
recorded. The good news is that we grow
many specimens in our gardens that thrive
in the heat. The bad news is that the Artic is
rapidly warming and climate change is sinis-
ter. We must strive to reduce our carbon
footprint while we indulge in the summer
flavors of favorite fruits and vegetables and
the beauty of heat-tolerant blossoms.

Unless you can water deeply and daily,
August is not an optimal month to plant any-

Oleanders come in all colors and bloom throughout the warmer seasons.

thing. But it is a month to enjoy the high-
temperature lovers. Tomatoes, tomatillos,
beans, peppers, eggplant, beets, zucchini,
basil and corn are a few of the vegeta-
bles/fruit that demand six to eight hours of
sunshine to flourish. Other summer fruits
that require heat to ripen include peaches,
pears, plums, nectarines, cantaloupe, water-
melon, apples, blueberries, figs, and, of
course, blackberries. Limes are the only cit-
rus that require a blistering summer to be at
their best. By growing your choices in con-
tainers, specifically tomatoes, peppers and
herbs, substantial sunlight can be guaran-
teed by moving the pots to different areas
and watering when necessary.

I have a pistache planted in a large ce-
ramic cask that has already turned a vibrant
red while other in-ground pistache trees are
still a brilliant green. Crape myrtle trees,
hollyhocks, and agapanthus pop into mag-
nificent blooms when the thermometer rises.

... continued on Page D16

Photos Cynthia Brian



ARRIVING SOON

=7

VANGUARD PROPERTIES

IN LAMORINDA

For more information, contact Regional Director Ron Mintz
925.872.0968 | ron@vanguardproperties.com | DRE# 01095341

DRE#01486075 VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM L LeveracE
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Some like it hot!
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This pistache in a pot has already changed to its autumn red coat.

... continued from Page D14

Lavender, salvia, sage and roses grow vigorously in summer. Ubiqui-
tous oleander and the common geranium beat the heat with a profuse
of petals lasting until the cold weather begins.

As a child, the four o’clocks lining our country road opened daily
exactly at the prescribed hour. The ones that perennially sprout in my
Lamorinda garden germinated from those ranch heirloom seeds do
not live up to their namesake. My errant sun-worshippers open at 8
a.m. and close by 4 p.m. Blissfully, right on cue, just as my hillside is

Four o'clocks can grow in poor soil and are supposed to open at 4 P.M.

looking drab, dry, and dismal, my Naked Ladies poke their long necks
out from their mounds. Every year I delight in their ability to shim-
mer when most everything else is withering.

The big question in the cauldron of August is when and how to
water. Just because a plant is drought resistant or heat-tolerant
doesn’t mean it doesn’t get thirsty. To keep our garden healthy, we
can’t under-water or over-water. What’s the secret? The optimum
time to water is very early morning to prepare your garden for the
day. The roots will retain the moisture and the plant will stay hy-
drated. ... continued on next Page
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... continued from Page D14

Watering in the afternoon wastes wa-
ter as it evaporates before it can satu-
rate the soil. The evening is also a
good time to water as long as the
leaves have enough time to dry out.
Watering at night encourages fungus,
insects and rot. Deep-root watering is
always better than sprinkling. Adding
three inches of mulch around all
plants and trees will aid in keeping the
moisture level correct while keeping
the roots cooler.

If you have a swimming pool, pond
or fountain, you may discover that
honeybees appear to be suicide
bombers this month. Rescue them.
When it is scorching, bees search for
water then return to the hive to let
other bees know the location of the
source. A group of 15 or more may tap
the pool surface bringing back the
droplets to receiver bees. According to
entomologists, the water is then de-
posited along the edge of the wax
comb while bees inside the comb fan
their wings to circulate the air condi-
tioning. Bees prefer hive temperatures
of 95 degrees Fahrenheit, so they like
it hot, too!

August will be a sizzling month.
Make sure you and your garden stay
hydrated. Enjoy the fruits, vegetables,
and flowers that relish the swelter.
Pick a basket of blackberries, with or
without horse-back riding.

Stay cool and enjoy a summer af-
ternoon of hot, hot, hot!

OUR HOMES

A white agapanthus glows at night.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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Cynthia Brian’s Garden Sales Tips

It’s important to frequent and support your local nurseries, garden centers and stores, however, during the pandemic, many people are safely
sheltering-in-place as much as possible. If you prefer armchair shopping with delivery to your home, these are affiliate suppliers that offer quality
and satisfaction for almost everything outdoor and garden related. Some have current sales and others offer free shipping with minimum orders.

I High-quality gardening products including umbrellas canopies, gazebos, hammocks, furniture, and more with a 15% off sale through Aug. 10.

Use Code SELECT15: https://bit.ly/30L5yUA

I An extensive selection of live plants, seeds and gardening accessory products, plus trees, shrubs, fruit trees, perennials and bulbs.

https://bit.ly/2P6FAFL

I Furniture and structures for both outdoor and indoor living including pergolas, bridges, gazebos, sunrooms and birdhouses, plus a kids’ corner

with play structures and more.
https://bit.ly/2D4ymPL
Automatic gates: Go direct to https://bit.ly/2ZUx]B4

1

I Fountains, firepits, hammocks, carts, umbrellas, bird feeders, relaxation products, and more. https://bit.ly/3eXqNHU

I Get a free flower coloring book download at https://bit.ly/39CnSDv

I For beautiful botanical art and a variety of seeds, go to https://bit.ly/39spMXe.

1 And if the pandemic will be ushering in a new baby in the family soon, congratulations, check out the gear, furniture and décor at

https://bit.ly/2WQv71]
Happy gardening. Happy growing.

Geraniums of all hues enjoy the heat of summer.

The long necks of Naked Ladies sprout from the dry ground.
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Cynthia Brian likes it hot, hot, hot!

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is
available for hire to help you prepare for your
spring garden. Raised in the vineyards of Napa
County, Cynthia is a New York Times best-selling
author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach, as well as the Founder and
Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501
c3. Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio
Broadcast at www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her best-selling books, including,
Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s Soul, Growing
with the Goddess Gardener, and Be the Star You
Are! Millennials to Boomers at
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.

Cynthia is available for virtual writing projects,
garden consults, and inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com OUR HOMES LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: D19

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

S family owned since 1933 ) —

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts ¢ Jewelry

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
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ORINDA

Resort-like 7160 sqgft 5 bed/ 5 bath/
4 half bath custom gated estate
built in 2017 by Diamond

Construction. $8,995,000

ORINDA

-

] g A= =
e v Listing!

' o S

38 Linda Vista
Wonderful 4 bed/ 3 bath home w/
functional floor plan for comfort &
entertaining. Close to BART & Lake
Cascade.

$1,750,000
ORINDA

30 Rio Vista
Well maintained 3 bed/ 2 bath
home w/ workshop, rec room, &
separate office. Just 1/2 mile to

downtown. $1,250,000
~ LAFAYETTE

Sy - R e
3541 S Silver Springs Road
Completely renovated 4 bed/ 4

bath home within walking
distance to town, schools, & bike

trail. $3,250,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

14 Los Dedos Road

Santa Barbara style 4232 sqft 5+ bed
custom beautifully designed by Mark
Becker! Fabulous knoll site w/ pool &

expansive lawns. $3,490,000

21 Los Arboles
Large 3736 sqft 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home
on private cul-de-sac w/ easy access

to commute, top schools, &
recreation. $1,689,000
MORAGA

S

651 Moraga Road # 15
Peaceful upper end single level

3 bed/ 2 bath condo w/ updated
kitchen & baths. Washer & dryer

included. $640,000

LAFAYETTE

3971 Canyon Road

Private gated 6 Bed/ 4 Bath/ 2 Half
bath estate including two-story
guest house located in desirable

Happy Valley. $3’175’000

220 Crestview Drive

Secluded 6 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
expansive 1.4 acre lot, offering a
unique indoor/outdoor park-like

experience. $3,295,000

ORINDA

15 Linda Vista
Beautifully maintained 4 bed/ 2

bath home w/ spectacular sunset
views across the Orinda Country

Club & beyond.  ¢1 435 000

LAFAYETTE

44 Prado Way

Private gated 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on
19.9 acres with 2 additional
rooms in highly coveted

neighborhood. ¢4 275 000

LAFAYETTE

=
3696 Happy Valley Road
Private gated 6 bed/ 6.5 bath 5500

sqft custom home including chef's
kitchen, guest house, & pool on flat

.85 acres. $2,795,000

ORINDA

P .

. &#® New Price!

737 Miner Road

Custom 5 bed/ 4 bath 4088
sqft Orinda Country Club home
w/ easy indoor/outdoor living &

breathtaking views. $2,295,000

ORINDA

325 El Toyonal

Custom 5 bed/ 3 bath home w/
updated baths & kitchen, hardwood
floors, & charming curb appeal.

Great location!

$1,395,000

LAFAYETTE

3554 Springhill Road

Upgraded spacious 5 bed/ 4.5
bath contemporary of 5983 sqft
at end of Springhill. Includes

private office. $3,988,000

WALNUT CREEK
T

w Listing!
> New Listing!

160 Brodia Way

3 Bed/ 2 bath 1851 home located
at the end of the street w/
courtyard, BBQ station, grassy

play area & views. $1,375,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on @@L EeluNsnES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
Susan Layng
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



