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DESIGN + REFINISHING » INSTALLATION:

1925-376-1118

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Building
Foundations
e Lifting

e Leveling

e Stabilizing
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DERPINNIN

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

LIE. BETIZE

3540 Springhill Road | Lafayette | $4,250,000

An entertainer’s dream with welcoming spaces to gather.
5 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms and 2 half bathrooms
with detahced guest cottage/office.

3540Springhill.com

Ann Newton Cane

Gold
415.999.0253 Coto
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com _—
Lic.# 02084093 Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

E E MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Qutstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business v carefreemaves. net

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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TWO BEDROOMS, TWO BATHROOMS PLUS DEN
One of only 63 single family homes in Rossmoor Retirement Community offering timeless luxury with exquisite interior design and
an exceptional collection of premium finishes...culinary minded master chef kitchen, relaxing living room enhanced by gas fireplace,
elegant master suite with a lovely sitting area and large walk-in closet, spa inspired bathrooms with soaking tub and walk-in shower,
generous size guest bedroom and den that can easily transform to a library, office, media retreat; the choices are many. If the interior
architectural details aren’t enough, the one-of-a-kind setting is specifically designed to showcase the ultimate

(alifornia lifestyle seamlessly combining indoor & outdoor living that you will truly enjoy for many, many years.

Offered at $1,625,000

Lori@LoriYoung.com
www.LoriYoung.com

Rossmoor
Realty

1641 Tice Valley Blvd.,
Walnut Creek, CA 94595

By Vera Kochan

Anyone driving past the St. Mary’s Road and
Moraga Road intersection in Moraga will have
noticed what appears to be a bunch of tele-
phone poles lying on a mat in the vacant lot
usually occupied in December by Bob’s Christ-

mas Trees.

Photo Andy Scheck
An old PG&E power pole, left, is dwarfed by a
new one, right, along St. Mary's Road.

substations.”

branches.

ment poles are part of an electric hardening
project. They are lying on rubber mats in or-
der to preserve the lot surface, which is being
leased. PG&E is wrapping up the work from
the Lafayette Community Center’s gas trans-
mission project which began June 1. Electric
and vegetation mitigation all along St. Mary’s
Road is part of that project.

“PG&E has been working to harden its
electric system,” stated Sarkissian. “For this
particular project, that includes replacing ap-
proximately 80 electric poles with stronger
and more resilient poles and installing 11,000
feet of larger, covered power lines in an effort
to upgrade and strengthen the electric system
to help reduce the threat of wildfire. Crews
also installed down-guys and anchors, as well
as making necessary equipment upgrades.
This work is also part of efforts to reinforce
the circuit between the Moraga and Rossmoor

The old poles will be replaced by stronger
poles, often made of composite materials.
New, thicker power lines will replace old thin
ones. They will be insulated, making them
more resistant to weather, wind and broken

When asked why the new poles are sub-
stantially taller than the old ones, Sarkissian

the poles.”

According to Pacific Gas and Electric Co.
spokesperson Tamar Sarkissian, the replace-

explained, “Adding additional conductor and
circuit requires taller, thicker and more re-
silient poles to support the heavier infrastruc-
ture. Taller poles are also needed because
spacing is required to install double circuit on

New or old, Lamorinda real estate sales

are on fire

... continued from Page A1

Long in the planning
stage, J&J Ranch is now ac-
tively building. Lots in the
development are selling from
$1.2 million, and homes from
$3.5 million. The sites, which
surround the historic Moraga
Adobe above Del Ray Ele-
mentary School range from a
half-acre to more than 3
acres. According to Dana
Green of Dana Green Team
realtors, J&] Ranch will have a
total of 13 luxury homes; six
are currently under con-
struction. Three lots are al-
ready sold and two are pend-
ing. All of the parcels will be
built by Brannagh Develop-
ment.

Part of the deal that al-
lowed the development to
move forward is an agree-
ment with the Friends of the
Moraga Adobe that allows
them to purchase the historic
building and the developers
will renovate it. The Friends
will then manage the prop-
erty for some public access as
a museum or event location.

Dana Green Team is also
working on Lucas Ranch, a
luxury development in
Lafayette. Jeff Stone, the de-
veloper, said they have been
working on the new develop-
ment for a year and a half
and the first home will be
coming for sale in a month in
a half. The development con-
sists of eight homes in total,
with selling prices ranging
from $4 million to $6 million.
Each owner will share in the
52-acre Lucas Ranch Nature
Preserve. The development
in total covers 88 acres, and
each of the eight lots will be
between 2 and 7 acres.

“When COVID hit,” Stone

said, “I was wondering if it
was going to be very bad on
us financially, but I have ex-
perienced the exact opposite.”
He finds that people are very
interested in moving to the
East Bay. Three CEOs agreed
to purchase up front, he said,
adding, “More buyers are
coming after my real estate,
escaping San Francisco.”

In Moraga, Cindy Betzel,
community sales manager of
Bellavista off Rheem Boule-
vard, said that the pandemic
caused the development to
completely sell out. The de-
velopment includes 27 homes,
the last 10 of which sold in
the past month. Betzel said
that the homes, which sold
from over $2 million each,
mostly went to young fami-
lies, although a few were
bought by “empty-nesters.”
The pandemic prompted peo-
ple to look for larger homes
with yards for the children,
good schools and safety of
working from home.

“Quite a bit of medical
staff, either doctors or nurses,
bought four houses in a row,”
she said. The project covers
12 acres, leaving over 100
acres as open space.

Antonio and Jennifer
Araujo and their two chil-
dren, ages 2 and 6, recently
moved to Orinda. Both adults
work in the medical field, and
they moved after renting in
Concord. Fortunately, living
in Orinda means that they
counter commute to their jobs
in Walnut Creek and Jennifer
can partly work from home.
They too feel that the market
in early spring was really
competitive, with really high
prices because of the limited
number of houses available.

Marco Huerta and Jane
Lee and their 5-month-old son

Sebastian moved to Moraga
about a month ago. They
stumbled upon Lamorinda,
and found everyone to be re-
ally friendly and welcoming.
He works in design tech and
she is currently the stay-at-
home mom, but formerly
worked in management con-
sulting. Sebastian was born at
the end of February, just be-
fore the shelter-in-place order
took effect, so Marco went
from parental leave to work-
ing from home. Marco talked
to his realtor about possibly
buying a scooter and com-
muting on BART to his com-
pany in Mission Bay, a block
away from the new Chase
Center.

For Alicia Harper and her
husband, Steve, it was more
the boredom of sheltering in
place that led them to their
dream home in Moraga. The
San Francisco natives who
had been living in Montclair
were spending their time
looking at Redfin when they
saw their house pop up. The
home in the Campolindo
neighborhood is on a large lot
overlooking the Lafayette
Reservoir and backing onto
the ridge trail. They were at-
tracted to the better schools
in Lamorinda, but what really
sold them was the house with
access to the trail. Steveisa
cyclist and goes through the
canyon sometimes.

Alicia is a baker who used
to work in San Francisco
restaurants, and had been
hoping to start working for a
small catering business this
year, when both children
would be in school. Now she
is the primary teacher/care-
taker for their kids, but is
grateful to do that from their
new home.





