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Athlete Giorgio Tavecchio - Italian born, Moraga-raised
gastro-preneur

Giorgio Tavecchio fingers to sky

By Jon Kingdon

Giorgio Tavecchio is the Chief
Executive Officer of Eleven-
Twelve, an importer from
Italy of wine, pasta, sauces,
and spreads. After graduat-
ing from Campolindo and the
University of California at
Berkeley, he has followed
three F’s in his life: Family,
food, and football.

Tavecchio was born in
Milan, Italy to an Italian fa-
ther (Renato) and an Italian-
American mother (Gabriella)
who worked for the American
government. With his
mother being transferred

every three years, the Tavec-
chios lived all over the world
but eventually found a home
when she was transferred to
San Francisco: “My parents
would always look for the
best schools and the best soc-
cer teams and clubs for me
and my brother and that is
how we ended up in Moraga
when I was 9. We liked it so
much we put down our roots
here and my parents still live
here.”

After one last move to
Washington, D.C., the Tavec-
chio’s returned to Moraga in
2005 where Giorgio began his
freshman year at Campolindo
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High School and he was ex-
posed to the game of football:
“I ended up kicking for the
Campolindo football team by
chance. One fall day during
my sophomore year (2006), a
friend of mine asked if I
wanted to be the kicker for
the football team. My mother
urged me to try and to this
day, I believe it was to stop
me from damaging our furni-
ture by kicking mini-soccer
balls all around the house.
The next day, I showed up to
football practice and had fun
kicking the football. What
really sealed my fate was the
team barbecue after practice.
The ribs were absolutely deli-
cious, so I thought to myself
‘If I have to kick a few foot-
balls to get these once a week,
Ill do it!”

After graduating from UC
Berkeley with a degree in po-
litical science and economics
and having kicked 48 field
goals for the football team,
Tavecchio eventually kicked
in the NFL for the Oakland
Raiders and the Atlanta Fal-
cons. Tavecchio became the
first player to hit two 50-plus
yard field goals in his debut
in NFL history and was
named AFC Special Teams
Player of the Week.

All of these experiences
eventually led to the creation
of ElevenTwelve. “The past
three years, the University of
California has run a coaching
clinic in Torino, Italy where I
have coached the kickers and
served as a translator as
needed,” said Tavecchio. “It
was there that I became close
friends with Paolo Tempo, an
accountant, who grew up
playing American football in
Italy in the 1980s. From that
friendship, blossomed an idea
to share some of the wonder-
fully communal experiences
we had in Italy and a lot of
those experiences were set
around a big table with a lot
of wine and food.”

Tempo then brought in
David Merlo, a food and bev-
erage wholesaler, with whom
he played youth football to-
gether and Tavecchio brought
in Vincenzo D’Amato, who
also emigrated to the United
States from Italy, and though
they competed against each
other at Cal, became best
friends.

To Tavecchio and his co-
horts, it’s more than provid-
ing a simple product, it’s a
desire to bring the Italian love
of food to their customers. “It
should be a vessel to serve as
a communal experience at
the table,” Tavecchio said.
“The food itself is the most
unique aspect of the Italian
dining experience. What I
really appreciate and trea-
sure with Italian food and the
culture behind it is that there
is a deep respect and tradi-
tion that is very cherished
nowadays and it lends a re-
spect that Italians relate to
food. The food nourishes the
body but the experience and
the mood behind it, and the
story and the culture that
goes into our products, cre-
ates the opportunity to nour-
ish more of the soul.”

Chef Boyardee, they are
not.

Tavecchio is not an exec-
utive that stays behind the
desk. When I interviewed
him over the phone, he apol-

ogized for the noise because
“I'm packing up some hoxes
from some recent online or-
ders because our warehouse
manager is on vacation.”

The intangible aspects of
football are essential factors
in ElevenTwelve operations.
“The respect and teamwork
from the football setting and
the way Italians look at food
and how artisanal production
and craftsmanship is revered,
cheered, respected, and sacri-
ficed for in Italy, it’s the same
pattern with ElevenTwelve
but in a different context.
What I did for my teammates
is what we do for our prod-
ucts, for the cheese, wine and
pasta making traditions,
which shows our respect for
the service and the sacrificing
for the better good of the tra-
dition. It’s pursuing a goal
that is bigger than you.”

So where does the name
ElevenTwelve come from? Of
course, there is a football
connection to the name — it’s
the jersey numbers for Merlo
(11) and Tempo (12). “It’s an
homage to our playing days as
football players,” Tavecchio
said. “We chose 11 and 12 out
of respect for our elders. We
wanted it to be something cu-
rious, something mysterious
and different that would
make people wonder why
we’re named ElevenTwelve.”

... continued on Page C2

Giorgio Tavecchio at Campolindo
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Green chrysophase ring
18kt heavy gold. Star-
bucks Across from
Safeway Lafayette
Aug. 28th 7:15am.
Large reward. Spe-
cial to me call (925) 212-6823 Karen
Furniture Restoration
Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

In home hair care services
Colors, cuts, sets, blow dries
Call Renee 925-393-8732

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

ROOM FOR RENT - $1050 w/
private bath. Nice home near
Miramonte HS. Call Dorothy
(925) 324-3168 and v msg

Custom Quality Fencing
e KEN'S
REDWOOD FENCING

_ || 925-938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Renee's
Jenior Jenwvices

Need a few hours of help?
Someone to shop or to go
shopping with? Need a ride to a
Dr. Appointment? A little light
housekeeping?

Or a little companionship

Call Renee: 925-393-8732

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
j concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rototilling

=+ Ken's Rototilling
m— + 4 W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
» Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com






