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A mosaic of experiences: online schooling

By Sophie Braccini

After a troubled start in the
Spring, the fall version of re-
mote learning in Lamorinda
comes with many improve-
ments for students and their
parents. Families' experiences
vary greatly depending on the
age of the students, parents'
work situation and disposable
income, and the children's
learning styles and personal-
ity. Not surprisingly, most
everyone, including parents,
children and teachers, hopes
that in-person school will start
again soon.

Janet Benedict works full
time outside her home and so
does her husband. They have
three children, an 18-year-old
daughter who graduated from
Miramonte last summer and
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Emma Pastore at her desk, ready for online learning.

is now taking online classes at
DVC, and two sons in middle
school at Orinda Intermediate
in sixth and eighth grade.
Benedict is quite pleased with
the way school is organized
this time around. Her daugh-
ter is self-sufficient, and her
sons are mature enough to be
left to their own devices, in
synchronous classes in the
morning and often at the
Moraga skatepark in the af-
ternoon.

This feeling is shared by
many parents of middle
school children. Trent
Watkins, whose daughter
Madison is in sixth grade at
Joaquin Moraga intermediate
School, says that she rarely
needs him for school work
and only when there is a
technology glitch involved.

Mark Patero, father of sixth-
grader Emma and eighth-
grader Rex, notes that teach-
ing is more structured this
school year, that the schedule
is easier to follow, and well-
organized. Tiraporn Olsen
parents a sixth-grader, an
eighth-grader and a 10th-
grader who are also indepen-
dent learners who do not stop
her from working full time
from home. Having the whole
family working from home
because of COVID has, in fact,
freed a lot of time for her as
she does not have to commute
to San Francisco or pick up
her offspring from the multi-
ple outside activities they
were typically involved in.

Even if the learning expe-
rience has improved a lot
compared to the spring, some
parents have started or con-
tinued to organize "learning
pods" where students meet
and work on specific skills.
Patero said his daughter in-
vited four friends to join in
such a group, both for social
interaction and to study. The
group will meet twice a week
at one of the friends' homes
with a math tutor.

Other parents do not want
or need to have their child in
a pod. The mother of the fifth-
grader and seventh-grader,
both with Instructional Edu-
cational Plans (IEP), and who
would rather not be named,
said she would not trust the
safety of a pod. She has to in-
vest a lot of hours especially
with her younger child as he
does not like school and is re-
luctant to participate. The aid
that children with an IEP
should be getting has not
kicked in yet for them in the
Moraga School District but
contacts have been made. The
mother who worked part time
was able to reduce her hours

in order to support her
children.

Emily S., who asked to
have her name changed for
this article, has a demanding
full-time job as well as her
husband. The mother of 5-
year-old twins in kindergarten
confided that she felt stressed,

olds while trying to work a
full-time job at home is virtu-
ally impossible, she added.
Emily wanted to hire a quali-
fied tutor for a couple hours
per day and she interviewed
several, but she said they all
wanted at least $40 per hour
for at least 25 hours of work
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worried, and overwhelmed.
Homeschooling two 5-year-

per week.
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Axelrode Orthodontics - Dr. Eric Axelrode
Concentric Wealth Management - Eric Flett & Stewart McGuire
Moraga Junior Women's Club

Mountain Camp
Pacific Printing & Mailing
Spoken Cloth

gifvor gromore ($2,600 - $3,999)
Comprehensive Wellness

DeF-Stop Photography

Kelly Scanlon Designs

Luna Gymnastics - Lisa Bond-Nelson
Moraga Veterinary Hospital
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A-One Construction, Inc

Cameron Aboudara Orthodontics
Canyon Club Brewery

Dana Green, Realtor

DJ RyanO

Excellent Care at Home

Hitting World

Kiwanis of Moraga Valley

Kristina McCann - Chroma Realty

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell - Village Associates Real Estate
Matt McLeod - Dudum Real Estate Group
Mission Wealth Management

Russell J. Bruzzone, Inc.

SummerHill Housing Group
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5 Star Real Estate

AmazonSmile

Clark Thompson - Village Associates Real Estate
Elena Hood Real Estate Group - Compass

Erin Nyhan - Rossmoor Realty

Inview Imaging - Brad Piatt, M.D.

La Porte Education Advising

Lamorinda Music

Moraga Pediatric Dentistry

Moraga Rotary Foundation

Pacific Security RE Services - Glenn Perry

Peralta Construction - Patrick & Maria Geoghegan
Roberto & Adriana Castillo - Trulnvest Real Estate
Sports Basement

Tara Rochlin, Broker - Compass

To become a 2020-2021 business sponsor, donate at

moragaeducation.org

STEPS AWAY FROM
WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING,
DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT

WALNUT CREEK’ S PREMIER
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
COMMUNITY INTHE HEART OF THE CITY

ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
(925) 943-7427 | 1785 Shuey Avenue, Walnut Creek






